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The Future of Hooper Golf Course
In 1926, George L. Hooper created a
trust which now includes the properties
known as the Hooper Institute and the
Hooper Golf Course, their attendant
buildings and acreage. After he and his
wife, Mary D.B. Hooper, passed away,
their Trust went into effect. It preserved
the Hooper Institute as a school for the
study of agriculture, forestry, botany and
soils, and included 148 acres, known at
the time as Meeting House Hill Farm.
The provisions of the Trust named the
Selectmen of the Town of Walpole as
Trustees of the Hooper Trust during the
tenure of their terms. The Selectmen are
the Trust’s administrators. The Trustees
of the Hooper Trust Fund, a separate
legal entity, are elected singly each
year by the townspeople for a term of
three years (their terms end on different
years). Currently, these trustees are Jerry
Galloway, Joe Dion and Bob Kimball. The
Selectmen are responsible to the Trust as
its fiduciaries and have a legal obligation
to administer the Trust to achieve the
highest return on its investments. The
Hooper Golf Course is considered
under the law to be an “investment
property.” The Trustees of the Trust Fund
are responsible for actually writing the
checks and monitoring the accounts.
In 1995, the Trust was modified by a
Cheshire County Probate Court decree
directing the Trustees to preserve the
principal of the Trust while using half the
income to support the Institute and the
other half as scholarships for Walpole
students intending to study in the fields
advanced by the Institute. These are two
separate trust funds within the Hooper
Trust. The Trust derives its income from
the rental of the golf course by the
Hooper Golf Club and the rental of the
cottage adjacent to the course. In 1996,
the Club paid $18,000 in rent per year.
A committee was organized to study
the lease agreement and concluded the
Golf Club rent was far below market
value. It was determined that $36,000 was
a reasonable figure and the rent was
immediately increased to $22,000. Each
year thereafter, the rent was to increase

by $2,000. In a 2010 review, the AG’s office
found the rent had stalled at $30,000 for
several years and reminded the Trustees
of their fiduciary responsibility to obtain
the highest rate of return on the trust
investments. The Club currently pays
$35,000 per year and the cottage rents
for $10,800 per year. Of this income, half
($22,900) is distributed to the Institute
(Trust Fund 1) and half to Trust Fund 2.
The funds in Trust Fund 2 are supposed
to be split evenly between scholarships
and maintenance.

The Selectmen’s meeting
at 7pm on October 6th
at the Walpole Town Hall
will give interested citizens
an opportunity to ask questions
and to offer…suggestions.
The 1995 decree also removed many
of the restrictions that were originally
part of the Trust. A key change prevents
any limitation on the sale of any part
of the property in the Trust. In other
words, were the golf course to be sold,
the Trustees cannot prevent the buyer
from developing the property as he or
she chooses.
Another pivotal phrase in the decree
reads that the income from the Trust
can be used “…for the maintenance and
repair of the Frederick S. Hooper Institute
Building and grounds….” Opinions differ
as to whether “grounds” refers to only the
grounds around the Institute, or includes

those surrounding the historic inn and the
rental cottage. If the Institute’s grounds
were the only ones the Trust included, the
drain on the Trust’s annual income would
be considerably lessened.
During the years that Jay and Pam
Clace ran the inn, they were not required
to make any changes to the building to
conform to building code changes. When
they left, the building’s systems needed
to be drastically updated. Mandatory
improvements to the inn and grounds
(including replacing a leaking oil tank
and removing contaminated soil) cost the
Trust nearly $43,000. Paying for these
necessary repairs forced the Trustees to
use some of the principal, which in turn
reduced the investment earning interest
for scholarships. Less principal equals less
interest, which equals diminishing returns.
Nor are repairs to the Hooper properties
finished – the cottage needs a new roof.
The Trustees cannot legally allow the
inn and cottage to fall into disrepair. Thus,
in order to fulfill their fiduciary duties, they
have a limited number of unattractive
options:

• Raise the rent again, and modify the
terms of the lease to include all maintenance
of the inn, golf course grounds and cottage
by the lessees;

• Sell the inn and golf course; or
• Try to go back to court to modify the
Trust provisions once again.

Most townspeople would likely prefer
things to remain as they are (or were, when
the inn was in operation and one could
enjoy a lovely and reasonably-priced dinner
on the porch). The golf course was listed as
one of the top 20, 9-hole courses nationally
in 2010, and it’s a jewel in Walpole’s crown.
Even non-golfers like walking or driving
by those beautiful greens. So why not
raise the rent? The Trustees would first
have to determine what a reasonable rate
of return is for the golf course property
which is currently assessed at $1.8 million.
Continued on Page 2

Continued from Page 1

The current lease rate of $35,000 is only
a 1.67% return. Also, no matter what
the rent is, that figure must always be
divided equally between the Institute
and the scholarship trusts, and therefore
cannot provide income sufficient to fulfill
the fiduciary requirement of providing
scholarships to the students of the Fall
Mountain District. Requiring the renter
(in this case, the golf club) to pay rent
and to pay for all maintenance may not
be economically feasible for the club.

From the Collection of Ray Boas

KASPER
ASSOCIATES
PLLC
			
Serving your legal needs for over 30 years

Selling the property for $1.8 million
would establish a large fund to provide
scholarship money. In doing so, the
Trustees would be fulfilling their legal
obligation to the Trust as well as
increasing the tax base for the town
as, unlike the Trust, a private owner
would pay taxes on the golf course.
There is deep concern that a corporate
developer may buy the property and
build condominiums. This is a baseless
worry, as zoning regulations prohibit
the construction of condominiums in

Corn Maze
To celebrate the harvest season and
Halloween in style, the Great River Co-op
and the Walpole Players are sponsoring
a cornfield maze with a spooky twist:
ghouls and spirits will prowl the paths of
the maze, ready to scare you out of your
wool socks.
The maze threads through the
cornfield that occupies the co-op’s future
site, next to the Tractor Supply store on
Route 12 in Walpole. Tractor Supply is
providing free parking in its lot.

Proud Sponsor of the Corn Maze

Dates: The Fridays of October 14, 21,
and 28; the Saturdays of October 15, 22,
and 29; and the Sundays of October 16,
23, and 30. Times: Fridays from 7 to 10
pm, two Saturday sessions from 2 to 5 pm
and 7 to 10 pm, and Sundays from 2 to 5 pm.
The American Legion will barbecue
hot dogs and hamburgers at the maze
on the last weekend in October. Other
groups wanting to raise money by
providing food at the maze’s other two
weekends can call Rob Kasper at 7464200.
Ticket prices: $5 for adults; $3 for
children 12 and under. All proceeds
will support the Great River Co-op’s
development activities and also will
help to fund the Walpole Players’ next
production.
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that district. The Trustees cannot reveal
details of any pertinent discussions, but
confirm that three different parties have
approached them about purchasing the
property; none are from out of town.
They also confirm the property has not
been put on the market as yet.
Returning to court to try to modify
the Trust again carries no guarantee
of success. It will be a lengthy process
and will not be inexpensive. The last
such foray cost the Town in excess of
$15,000 in attorney’s fees. The State
Attorney General’s office may also
consider it a frivolous or unwise use of
funds, and therefore a breach of fiduciary
responsibility on the part of the Trustees.
The Selectmen’s meeting at 7 pm on
October 6th at the Walpole Town Hall will
give interested citizens an opportunity to
ask questions and to offer serious, wellconsidered suggestions for the resolution
of this issue. Those who wish to speak are
asked to limit comments to 2 minutes in
duration in order to allow as many people
as possible the chance to be heard.

1st Congregational Church.
The Reverend Craig Breismeister has
been called as the pastor of the First
Congregational Church of Walpole and
has been serving that congregation since
mid August. He brings with him his wife
and two pre-school aged children.
“This is a very exciting time for this
church,” says Breismeister “We will be
celebrating our 250th anniversary this
spring and for the church to hire a young
person like myself is an affirmation of the
vitality and vigor of our faith.”
Breismeister worked as a hospital
chaplain at St. Mary’s Medical Center
in San Francisco before being hired by
the Walpole Congregational Church. He
also has over a decade of experience
working with high school and middle
school youth. He will be reviving the
ecumenical youth group.
“In an age where the church is divided
by divisive social issues, churches tend
to define themselves by what they are
against rather what they are for,” says
Breismeister. “In this church we worship a
loving God whose love knows no earthly
divisions. The Walpole Congregational
Church strives to be a safe place where
all people including same-genderloving folk can feel safe to develop their
relationship with God. Worship is held
every Sunday at 10 am. Communion
is celebrated the first Sunday of each
month. All are welcome.
By The Reverend Craig Breismeister

Electronic Waste Collection
To help achieve a healthier
community, The Great River Co-op is
collecting all the electronic waste that no
one knows what to do with. Your old TVs,
computers and monitors, fax machines,
microwave ovens, cell phones, digital
bathroom scales, even piles of old circuit
boards – the co-op wants it. On Saturday,
October 15, the co-op will be collecting
old electronics in the Tractor Supply
parking lot on Route 12 in Walpole from
10 am to 3 pm, rain or shine. You won’t
even have to get out of your car – a
squad of co-op volunteers will unload
it for you. So while you’re doing your
Saturday chores on October 15, fill your
trunk with your old e-junk and come by!
If you can’t come, just e-mail bdaviss@
comcast.net or call 445-2200 before
October 10 and co-op volunteers will
come to your home or business and pick
it up. The waste will be de-manufactured
by E-Waste Recyclers in Peterborough,
which also will wipe all files from junked
computers’ hard drives. Metals will be
reclaimed for new uses and plastics will
be recycled to be made into new plastic
items. All the waste remains right here
until its component parts are salvaged
and sent off for new uses. None of
the waste is burned or sent to foreign
countries.
The fees for disposal: $10 for a
portable TV or tube-type computer
monitor; $7 for a fax machine or desktop
computer, $5 for a microwave oven, and
no charge for cell phones. Tell us what
you have and we’ll let you know what
the disposal fee is. The co-op will pay a
slightly lower disposal fee to E-Waste
Recyclers and use the profits to fund
the co-op’s continuing development
program. For more information or to
volunteer, call 445-2200.

Women of Walpole
The October 26th meeting at St.
John’s Episcopal Church is hosted by
Sue Bauer (756-4071). This meeting
is an important one as we gather and
price items for our tables at the Friends
of the Library Book Sale and arrange for
workers, etc. at the sale. We have two
tables of “rummage” and one table for
the sale of Spring bulbs.
All Walpole women are welcome. We
normally hold meetings at members’
homes and phone the hostess ahead of
time so that she may plan.

Open Auditions

Walpole Seniors

The Walpole Players are pleased to
announce their Fourth Annual production of Charles Dickens’ classic
A Christmas Carol, as its gift to the
community, to be held in The Helen
Miller Theater at the Walpole Town Hall
December 14, 15, 16 and 17, 2011. Open
auditions will be held Tuesday, October
25th and Thursday, October 27th at 6:30
pm in the Helen Miller Theater on the
second floor of the Walpole Town Hall.

The Walpole Seniors meet on the
third Monday of each month at the
First Congregational Church at noon
for a pot luck luncheon followed by a
short program and business meeting.
The Seniors also schedule several day
trips during the course of the year with
at least two additional trips that extend
over a period of two or more days.

Children through seniors are needed
and all are invited to come and audition.
In the keeping of the Christmas Spirit,
as learned by Ebenezer Scrooge, the
performances will again be held to
benefit area food banks. Donations the
past three years at The Walpole Player’s
production of A Christmas Carol, thanks
to your generosity, have raised $8,590 for
the Fall Mountain Food Shelf. For further
information call: Ray Boas 756-9900 or
Tara Sad at 756-4861.

On the 21st of November the Seniors
will meet and the program will be
centered on the care and feeding of their
pets. Dr. Shaw has been invited to attend
and talk briefly about his interaction with
their animals at the Walpole Veterinary
Clinic. Members will be invited to bring
photos, toys and other material related
to their pets.

Dinner Auction
On Saturday, November 12, 2011, the
Fall Mountain Educational Endowment
Association will hold its annual Dinner/
Auction at the Walpole Town Hall.
FMEEA is an independent, non-profit
organization founded in 1995 to raise
funds for supplemental and enrichment
programs in the schools of the Fall Mt.
School District.
The annual Dinner/Auction, catered
by Word of Mouth caterers of Charlestown,
will be held on the second floor of the
Walpole Town Hall. The event starts at
5:30 pm, with a silent auction, followed
by dinner at 6:30 pm, and a live auction
at 7:30, conducted by auctioneer Phil
Warren of Alstead.
Tickets are $30.00 per person and
include a choice of either a prime rib
or vegetarian entree. The event always
draws a full house and is a lively and
entertaining evening out, in support
of a most worthy cause. If you are
interested in purchasing tickets for the
event, or in making a donation of an
item to be auctioned, please contact the
Fall Mountain Educational Endowment
Association at 826-7756.
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The next meeting of the Seniors will
be on October 17th and the program
will focus on Walpole Veterans and their
memories, memorabilia, uniforms and
souvenirs.

Gas Station Returns
Walpole’s in-village “gas station,”
has reopened as Jake’s Market & Deli.
The Walpole Foundation now owns the
building and is leasing it to Jake’s, an
eight-store chain based in Lebanon, NH.
The new store will sell the usual staples
of a gas station convenience store but
also offer a deli counter selling all sorts
of freshly prepared foods as well as on
site prepared foods. There will be limited
inside seating, the exact number and
configuration to be decided.
Renovations to the site include
complete gutting of the interior and
installation of new heating, cooling,
wiring and other basics and a new
entryway from the parking lot on the
west side. The store will be open seven
days per week from 6 am to 9 pm, bearing
the original Walpole Village Market sign.
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MONDAY

Supply Co., Rte 12, 2 - 5pm,
(see page 2)

Meeting, First Congregational
Church, noon.

16
17
• Corn Maze, behind Tractor
• Walpole Seniors, Monthly

FMRHS Library, 6:30 pm.

10
11
• FMRSD School Board Meeting, • Walpole Players Annual

9
• Fall Arts Festival, Saxton’s

• Walpole Parent/Teacher Group,

Town Hall, 7 - 9 pm.

noon.

First Congregational Church,

• Walpole Leadership Academy,
Town Hall, 7 - 8:30 pm.

• Red Hats of Walpole, Keene
Buffet.

13

Walpole Town Hall
(see cover story)

6
• Selectmen’s Meeting, 7

THURSDAY

18
19
20
• Walpole Leadership Academy, • Walpole Seniors, Singalong,

Church Parish Hall, 3:30 - 5:30 pm.

Meeting, , Town Hall, 6 pm.

12
• Art After School, St. John’s

• Walk a Million, Walpole PTG.

• Walpole Leadership Academy,
Town Hall, 7 - 9 pm.
• Walpole Site Base Meeting,
7 pm.

Church Parish Hall, 3:30 - 5:30 pm.

Walpole Town Library, 6 - 8 pm.
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River Art Guild10 am - 4 pm,
Walpole Town Hall

WEDNESDAY

4
5
• Spanish Conversation Group,
• Art After School, St. John’s

TUESDAY

2

October

SUNDAY

pm,

Tractor Supply Co. Lot, Rte 12
10 am - 3 pm. (see page 3)

15
• Electronic Waste Collection,

Supply Co., Rte 12, 7 - 10 pm,
(see page 2)

21
• Corn Maze, behind Tractor

Supply Co., Rte 12, 2 - 5 &
7 - 10 pm, (see page 2)

22
• Corn Maze, behind Tractor

• Walpole Farmer’s Market, Town • Corn Maze, behind Tractor
Common, 4 - 7 pm, (see page 7) Supply Co., Rte 12, 2 - 5 &
7 - 10 pm, (see page2)

Supply Co., Rte 12, 7 - 10 pm,
(see page 2)

14
• Corn Maze, behind Tractor

• Fall Arts Festival, Saxton’s
River Art Guild10 am - 4 pm,
Walpole Town Hall

am

Common, 4 - 7 pm, (see page 7) - noon, Walpole Historical Society
(see page 8)

& Wellness Event, Walpole
Elementary School, 10 am - 1 pm,

1
• Community 5K Fun Run/Walk

SATURDAY

7
8
• Walpole Farmer’s Market, Town • Genealogy Workshop, 10

FRIDAY

Walpole Elementary, 7 pm.

FMRHS Library, 6:30 pm.

Town Hall, 7 - 9 pm.
• Walpole Site Base Meeting,
7 pm.

Conferences (K-12), 4 - 8 pm.

Monthly meeting, St. John’s
Episcopal Church, 2 pm.

November
1
2
• Walpole Leadership Academy, • Walpole Schools. Parent

A Christmas Carol, Town Hall,
6:30 pm. (see page 3)

Conferences (K-12), noon - 8 pm.

3
• Walpole Schools. Parent

Conferences (K-8), 8am - noon.

4
• Walpole Schools. Parent

• Walpole Library Book & Tag
Sale Preview, , 6 - 7:30 pm,
Middle School Gym (see p. 7)

• Walpole Leadership Academy,
Town Hall, 7 - 9:30 pm.
• Math Meet, Fall Mountain RHS.

Supply Co., Rte 12, 7 - 10 pm,
(see page 2)

A Christmas Carol, Town Hall,
6:30 pm. (see page 3)

27
28
• Open Audition, Walpole Players • Corn Maze, behind Tractor

Walpole Unitarian Church
Reverend Telos Whitfield
Service: Sunday 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship
756-4837
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw
Service: Sunday, 10 am

First Congregational Church
Reverend Craig Breismeister
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Historical Society, 10 am - noon,
(see p. 8)

5
• Genealogy Workshop, Walpole

• Corn Maze, behind Tractor
Supply Co., Rte 12, 2 - 5 &
7 - 10 pm, (see page 2)

• Garlic Planting Workshop,
Walpole Community Garden,
10 am. (see page 7)

Sale, , 9 am - 2 pm, Middle
School Gym (see page 7)

29
• Walpole Library Book & Tag

• Walpole Farmer’s Market, Town • Fall Rummage & Food Sale,
Common, 4 - 7 pm, (see page 7) First Congregational Church,
9 am - 1 pm. (see page 7)

If you want your event to appear on our 6-week calendar, send your information to walpoleclarion@gmail.com

Walpole Worship

• Corn Maze, behind Tractor
Supply Co., Rte 12, 2 - 5pm,
(see page 2)

Sale, , 11 am - 2 pm, Middle
School Gym (see page 7)

30
31
• Walpole Library Book & Tag

Supply Co., Rte 12, 2 - 5pm,
(see page 2)

23
24
25
26
• Corn Maze, behind Tractor
• FMRSD School Board Meeting, • Open Audition, Walpole Players • Women of Walpole

• Art After School Art Show,
St. John’s Church Parish Hall,
5 - 6:30 pm. (see page 6)

2012 Walpole Calendars
Local Walpole businesses, both past
and present, are featured in the 2012
Walpole at Work – Then & Now calendar
published by the Walpole Historical
Society and available in several local
outlets. Walpole has been a thriving
community for more than 250 years and
this calendar features the supporting
businesses over that
time. This is the 9th
in the series by the
Society.
It is on sale at
Murrays, Galloway
Real Estate, Real
to Reel, and the
Sunoco station for
$7.00 each, or $6.00 each with purchase
of three or more. It is also available in the
Academy Gift Shop and by mail upon
request to WHS, Box 292, Walpole, NH,
03608. The Gift Shop in the Academy
Building on Main Street is open Saturday
and Sunday afternoons (from 2 - 4 pm)
until mid-October.
Copies of earlier editions may be
purchased for $5.00 each at the Gift Shop.
Proceeds from sale of the calendars
benefit the Society’s fund for renovation
of the historic Academy Building.

St. John’s
St. John’s Episcopal Church welcomed
a new organist on Sunday, October 2.
Richard Smid recently retired as Organist/
Choirmaster at St. John’s Episcopal Church
in Southampton, LI, NY and is a graduate
of the Julliard School. St. John’s invites you
to come out on Sundays at 10 am to hear
excellent music and meet Richard.

•

Art After School Art Show,
Sunday, October 16, 5 - 6:30 pm.
St. John’s offers an afterschool
program for all children in grades
one and higher. Art engages
the children’s imaginations,
introduces them to new media,
and builds community. The
young artists will be showing
their work at the Art Show. Please come
and meet our young artists. Refreshments
will be served. Art After School resumes on
Wednesdays, beginning January 11, 3:30 5:00 pm in St. John’s Parish Hall. New artists
are always welcome. Call 756-4533 for
more information or to register your child.

•

Come out to the Library Book Sale
on Saturday, October 29. Stop by St. John’s
Cafe table for lunch or a snack. All proceeds
from the food sales go to support the Fall
Mountain Food Shelf and Our Place.

All Saints Parish
On September 19, Pope Benedict
XVI named Bishop Peter A. Libasci as
the tenth Bishop of Manchester. Bishopdesignate Libasci is currently an auxiliary
bishop of the Diocese of Rockville
Centre. He will be installed at St. Joseph
Cathedral in Manchester on December 8,
2011. Visit the diocesan website for a full
biography, photos, and video of Bishop
Libasci.
St. Peter’s Church in North Walpole
has been undergoing some changes
with the floors being refurbished. Mass
was held downstairs in the Parish Hall of
St. Peter’s while the church’s floors were
being refurbished, but the church now
looks beautiful and services returned
upstairs beginning the weekend of
September 24/25.
The Generations of Faith Program will
begin for chlidren and adults Sunday,
October 2nd at St. Peter Church in North
Walpole. Mass will be 8:30am, followed
by a light breakfast and teaching on the
Creed for adults and children. To register,
email Lisa Sweet at tohimthruher@
yahoo.com or go onto our website at:
www.allsaintsnh.net and download a
registration form.

Walpole Farmer’s Market

Library Book & Tag Sale

The Walpole Farmers Market (WFM)
is winding up the harvest season with
a great line up of vendors. You can find
local produce, meats, breads, maple
products, wines, baked treats, prepared
foods, fiber products, and crafts. Vendors
sell only items they produce themselves,
so you can learn exactly how their
products were grown or made.

The Friends of the Walpole Library
are sponsoring a book and tag sale on
Saturday. October 29th from 9 am to 2
pm and Sunday, October 30th from 11
am to 2 pm at the Walpole Middle School
Gymnasium. A preview and purchase
sale requiring a $15 entrance fee, will be
held Friday evening, October 28th from
6 to 7:30 pm.

Through the summer season, the
WFM is held on the Walpole Town
Common, on Fridays, from 4 - 7 pm. Now
that it’s getting dark early, the market
will close earlier. The summer market will
run through the third Friday in October,
October 21. The WFM will then adopt an
every-third-Saturday schedule. The big
Thanksgiving market, where you can
pick up ingredients for a fabulous local
Thanksgiving meal,
will run concurrently
with the Christmas
markets of the
Congregational and
Episcopal churches,
on Saturday, Nov. 19,
from 9 am until 2 pm.

The sale will include hard cover
and paperback books ranging in topics
from animals and autobiographies to
technology. Also offered are children’s
books, coffee table books, videos, CDs,
DVDs and records. All hardcover books
will be priced at $2.00 unless otherwise
marked, while paperbacks and children’s
books will be priced at $.50 each.

The holiday market,
featuring both foods and gifts, will
be held in the Town Hall on the third
Saturday of December, December 17,
from 10 am - 2 pm. Winter markets will
be held in the Town Hall on the third
Saturdays, January through April, from
11 am until 2 pm.
Supporting the WFM is a great way
to build community, keep our dollars
circulating locally, and preserve farm
land while enjoying the tastiest, most
nutrient-dense food and highest quality
crafts. For more information, visit the
website at walpolefarmersmarket.com;
email jill@walpolefarmersmarket.com;
or call 756-3168. If you’d like to receive
email updates about the market, send
along your email address.

On Saturday, tables for the tag sale
will include homemade refreshments,
thanks to the cooks of St. John’s Church,
an assortment of amaryllis, daffodil and
tulip bulbs, offered by The Women of
Walpole, and many handcrafted and
holiday items. All proceeds from the sale
benefit the Walpole and North Walpole
Libraries. For more information please
contact Judy Shumway at 756-3664.

Community Garden
The Walpole Community Garden is
located behind the Hooper Institute, on
Prospect Hill in Walpole. We are a “NoTill” demonstration site, providing plots
for new and experienced growers. Our
mission is to grow organic, fresh food,
locally, which we share with our families,
friends, and the Fall Mountain Food
Shelf. Currently, we have 18 plot holders,
ranging in age from 4 to 76. We will hold
a Garlic planting workshop October
22nd at 10am, at the Community Garden.
For additional information contact Fritze
Till, garden coordinator at: 445-5283, or
e-mail: fritzetill@gmail.com

Fall Rummage Sale
The First Congregational Church of
Walpole will sponsor its Fall Rummage
and Food Sale on Saturday, October 22
from 9 am to 1 pm. Donations of gently
worn, clean, fall and winter clothing
and tag sale items are being accepted
at the church. The sale is sponsored by
the Mission and Action Committee. It
is amazing to come into Fellowship Hall
and see the wide selection of items that
materialize every spring and fall!

Proud Sponsor of the Corn Maze
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Ray Boas, Bookseller
Good Books and Fine Libraries Purchased
On the Common, Walpole
603-756-9900
www.rayboasbookseller.com

Walpole Grange #125
Greetings from Walpole Grange! Our
September meeting was held at Alyson’s
Orchard on Tuesday evening, September
20, 2011. Members and guests enjoyed
making cider and a wagon ride through
the orchard at sunset. After the ride
we had cookies and cider and capped
the evening off with fireworks! Many
thanks go to Max and Fran Imhoff who
hosted and planned this event. Our next
meeting will be Tuesday, October 18th at
7:30pm at the town hall.
Walpole Grange is a group that has
been continuously serving the town
of Walpole since 1887. We are a social
organization with a strong interest in
agriculture and community service.
Some of our projects include an awards
night each spring to honor deserving
community volunteers, sponsoring the
Walpole Leadership Academy, giving
dictionaries to third graders, hosting
a Meet the Candidates night, and an
annual Harvest Dinner (we are planning
this year’s dinner now. Stay tuned for
more details!)
New members are always welcome. If
you would like to learn more about grange
or about how to become a member, call
Joe Dion at 756-3160 or Kathy Yardley at
756-3677, or go to www.nationalgrange.
org for more information.
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Newsletter Launched
Welcome to the first issue of the

Walpole Clarion, a free, monthly news-

letter for this corner of the Connecticut
River valley. This 8-page newsletter will
be mailed to every mailing address in
Walpole, North Walpole and Drewsville
every month; copies will be available for
pick-up at various locations around town.
Our goals are simple: to provide a venue
to focus on the events and achievements
of the Walpole Community – a publication
that will be timely, accurate, readable
and, we hope, entertaining.
We are not a newspaper. Neither
our frequency or resources will permit
that, but we hope to fill the information
void not sufficiently addressed by larger
publications in Keene, Brattleboro and
Claremont. Unfortunately, what happens
in Walpole only rarely merits attention in
those towns. It does, however, matter to
us…and, we hope, to you.
We will rely on your submissions
to fill our calendar and pages and are
confident that the activities of the
schools, churches, farms, businesses,
clubs, committees, organizations and
individuals of the area will provide more
than enough grist for the newsletter mill.
Please make submissions electronically
to: walpoleclarion@gmail.com.
Look for us around the first of every
month. In the meantime, read, enjoy,
tape the calendar to your refrigerator for
easy reference… and let us know what
you’d like to see in future issues. We look
forward to hearing from you.

Hooper Institute
Many folks drive by the big yellow
building on Prospect Hill and wonder
what is that place? The Hooper Institute
has served the youth of Walpole a
long time, since 1930. That’s when the
“Hooper School” building was completed
at its site on Prospect Hill Road. It was
designed to look like the Georgian style
Hooper Mansion at the golf course.
George L. Hooper conceived of the
idea of the Frederick H. Hooper Institute
to honor his brother and acknowledge
their
long-standing
interest
in
agriculture. The Hooper brothers were
Massachusetts residents, but summered
at Meeting House Hill Farm in Walpole.
After George and his wife Mary died, the
mansion and farm were left to the Town
of Walpole.
From 1930 until the mid-1960’s the
Institute building served as the Town’s
vocational agriculture school for high
school age youth. In the mid-1960’s Fall
Mt. Regional School District was formed
and vocational agriculture programs
shifted to the current high school.
We currently serve Walpole students
in kindergarten through grade twelve.
Hooper personnel conduct programs
related to agriculture, forestry, botany,
soils and environmental science. We are
fortunate to be able to visit classes in the
Walpole schools on a weekly basis, as
well as offer summer programs.
If you’d like to learn more or see some
recent photos, visit us on Facebook or
give a call to 756-4382.
		
By Eloise Clark, Director

Genealogy Workshops
You’re invited to attend a Genealogy
Workshop on October 8 and November
5 from 10 am – noon at the Walpole
Historical Society (WHS) in the Academy
Building on Main Street. Jeanne and Peter
Jeffries, with 30 years experience, will
assist experienced and new researchers.
Reservations are required. Please call
Jeanne Jeffries (756-2933) to confirm
your attendance.
Want to discover your ancestors?
Where do you start? First, begin with what
you know and make a pedigree chart. You
can find a sample at the WHS website,
www.walpolehistory.org. Names are most
important and places of birth, marriage,
death are helpful. Next, look for more
information in any family documents and
ask relatives what they know. The local
library and historical society, as well as
the computer, are valuable resources.

Walpole Village School
The Walpole Village School has many
new changes. We added a new nature
space to our play ground with logs and
rocks donated by Cold River Materials.
We have started planting winter crops in
our greenhouse with compost donated
by Bazin Farms. We have space in our
preschool and pre-K classes and we offer
before-school care and after-school care
until 5:30 each day with transpiration
to and from Walpole Primary. For more
information, call Bethany at 756-4246.

The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, The Market at Burdick’s Chocolate, Murray’s
Restaurant, Knowlton’s Kitchen, Mr. G’s Liquidation Center, Speedy Steve’s, and the Drewsville General Store.

