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The curtain rises on Wednesday, 
December 14th for the fourth year when 
The Walpole Players welcome Mr. Charles 
Dickens to the Helen Miller Theater at the 
Walpole Town Hall to give a public reading 
of his classic tale, A Christmas Carol.  
Starting at 7pm, the production will run 
for four successive evenings, December 
14, 15, 16 and 17.  As its gift to the 
community from the players, admission 
is free, but in keeping with the Christmas 
spirit, as learned by 
Ebenezer Scrooge, your 
monetary donation at 
the door will benefit 
The Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf and Our Place 
Drop-In Center.

What has become 
an anxiously awaited 
annual tradition 
was sparked by a 
solitary, serendipitous 
comment.  You may 
recall the freak storm 
the last day, Sunday, 
of Walpole’s Old Home 
Days in 2008. The 
power was out in the 
village and the final 
performance of the Players’ You Can’t 
Take It with You had to be cancelled. The 
cast party, as a result, began early by 
candle light on Ray Boas’ porch.  At one 
point that evening Jean Kobeski said, “We 
should do A Christmas Carol.”  Everyone 
nodded yes, but Ray’s ears perked up.  

In the early 1990s following a trip 
exploring Dickens’ London he wanted 
to give readings in his book shop of 
Dickens’ holiday tale.  That never came 
about when Cathy and he married and 
eventually moved to Walpole, but the 
suggestion that evening germinated and 
Ray brought the idea up at the players’ 
annual meeting that October. It was 
enthusiastically received, and Tara Sad 
volunteered to help.  And with that the 
annual production began.  Ray and Tara 
felt that this would be something they 
would want to do each year, but it was 

presumptuous to call an event the “first 
annual.”  But now – in 2011 – the Players’ 
can proudly say they are presenting A 
Christmas Carol for the fourth time.

In preparation, Tara and Ray read a 
number of stage adaptations and were 
intrigued with the use of tableaus within 
a frame.  This approach would allow the  
Dickens character to be reading (as he did 
during his public performances from 1853 

until his death in 1870) while some scenes 
could be acted out within the frame.  
Tara suggested a scrim for the frame 
be acquired which would enable black 
outs for scene changes, and her efforts 
in having it donated to the players have 
provided a magical effect.

Slight modifications have been 
made each year – changing, adding 
or dropping some scenes, but Ray has 
kept his adaptation as close to Dickens’ 
original as practicable to get Dickens’ 
message of Scrooge’s redemption across 
to the audience. For example, with last 
season’s overwhelming response by 
young budding thespians, Tara added a 
group of young carolers to entertain the 
audience prior to Mr.. Dickens’ arrival.  

Planning Board Considers 
Major Zoning Changes 

The Walpole Planning Board is 
presently considering several major 
changes to the town’s zoning ordinance 
in the commercial zone on Route 12.  
According to board member Ben Daviss, 
“When the Planning Board mailed a 
survey to all Walpole households, the 
response indicated that people place a 
higher priority on protecting open space 
and agricultural land than they do on 
new building – Growth isn’t always good; 
jobs are not always the highest value in a 
town where the employee pool is limited 
in size.  Also, twice in working over the 
master plan, voters have expressed the 
preference that Walpole not become a 
regional economic or shopping center.”  
With that direction in mind, the Board 
has been conducting a series of unofficial 
meetings on the fourth Tuesday of every 
month for the past year to review the 
town’s site plan review regulations with 
a view toward restricting commercial 
development on Route 12.  

Selectmen Create  
Hooper Supercommittee

Plain white signs with bold black 
lettering still dot the sides of Prospect 
Hill Road on the way up from town to 
the Hooper Golf Course: Save Hooper.  
On October 6 a public hearing was held 
at the Walpole Town Hall regarding the 
future of the Hooper golf course.  Over 
200 residents – golfers and non-golfers 
alike – gathered, and like the signs, 
implored the town’s selectmen to: Save 
Hooper.

“You don’t need to do a thing to 
Hooper Golf Course.  Leave it the way 
it is.  It is beautiful,” said David Howell, a 
member of the golf club.  “It is a jewel of 
this community and is the best thing in 
Walpole.”

Continued on Page 4
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Scrooge & Marley: Bill Pearre & Tom Durnford
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1st Congregational Church
The First Congregational Church will 

sponsor Breakfast with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus on Saturday, December 3 from 8 
to 10.  Pancakes and sausage are on the 
menu and children of all ages are welcome.  
There will be plenty of opportunities for 
photos!  There is no charge, but a free will 
donation will be accepted.

 On Sunday, December 11, during 
worship at 10 am, the children will present 
“Star Journey”, a musical that tells the 
Christmas story in a modern way. 

On Sunday, December 18, during 
worship at 10 am, our adult choir will 
present a cantata, “Celebrate His Name!  
Proclaim His Birth!”  

Our Christmas Eve service of music 
and scripture will be at 7 pm.   All are 
welcome at any of our services!

If you are planning to be alone on 
Christmas Day and would like to be part 
of a larger family, please join us at the 
Walpole Congregational Church on the 
Common in Walpole at 2:00 pm for dinner, 
Christmas music and good fellowship! 
For more details and to RSVP, please call 
Maureen at 603-357-2202 (after 7 pm), by 
December 18.   All are welcome.

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Advent Unplugged, Saturday, Decem-

ber 10, 9 am - 3:30 pm, hosted by St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Elm and Westminster 
Streets, Walpole.  Advent is one of the 
most meaningful seasons in the Christian 
calendar, but how do we get there? 
How do we live in the season of Advent, 
while resisting the cultural and retail 
countdown to Christmas. How do we find 
God in this season? In this 6 hour mini 
retreat, you will have time to reflect on 
your priorities, learn a new spiritual tool, 
engage with the advent stories from the 
Christian tradition, and feel the support 
of a church community. The core of the 
retreat is the Call Spiral, a tool designed 
to help people and churches better listen 
for God’s call in their lives. This retreat is 
facilitated by Doug Wysockey-Johnson, 
Executive Director of Lumunos, national 
retreat leader, and author of Called 
Together. The fee for the retreat is $29. 
Lunch is provided. Please call 756-4533 to 
register. The retreat is open to everyone 
and is an non-denominational event.

Lessons & Carols Service: Sunday, 
December 18, 2011, 10 am at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church, Walpole. The Lessons 
and Carols service is a beautiful tradition 
that tells the story of God’s love for 
humankind, and of the birth of God’s Son. 
Come out and sing the lovely, stirring 
carols and hymns that tell the story of 
Christmas. Everyone is welcome!

Christmas Services: Christmas Eve, 
Saturday, December 24, 6:30 pm--Carols 
and Communion; Christmas Day, Sunday, 
December 25, 10 am--Communion

Art After School resumes on 
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 3:30 p.m. - 5 pm, in the 
Parish Hall of St. John’s Episcopal Church, 
26 Elm St. Children in grade 1 and older 
are invited. There is no charge for the 
program, thanks to a generous gift from 
the John Cooper Hubbard Charitable 
Foundation. Please register in advance by 
calling the church, 756-4533.

First Friday Community Potluck Dinner: 
Friday, January 6, 6 pm, Three Kings Day.  
Please bring a dish to share (main entree, 
salad, veg, bread and butter, etc.). There 
will be a Three Kings Cake. This is a 
great family-night-out. Come out and 
enjoy delicious food, good fellowship 
with friends, and activities for the kids. 
Call 756-4533 for more information. No 
reservations needed. Just show up!

St. John’s Choir is looking for folks 
who would like to sing at the Christmas 
Eve service. St. John’s fantastic new 
organist, Richard Smid, would love to 
hear from you. Please call 756-4533 for 
more information.

All Saints Parish
The Roman Catholic Church in the 

United States will begin the New Roman 
Missal the first weekend of November 
which is the first Sunday of Advent. We 
look forward to entering more deeply 
into the Mass, the greatest gift we have 
this side of heaven. A new version of the 
diocesan website, www.catholicnh.org, 
will launch this week. This will include a 
new section on the installation of Bishop 
Libasci which will occur on Thursday, 
December 8 at 2pm at St. Joseph Cathedral 
in Manchester. The site now includes an 
order form for an official portrait of Bishop 
Libasci from Dachowski Photography.

Curious About Catholicism: Deacon 
John Blicharz has a program on Channel 8 
where he shares the wonders of our faith 
(Tuesday’s at 8 pm, Sunday’s at 11 am, and 
Friday’s at 2 pm). Also available at www.
fact8.com – click on Media Library and 
then Curious about Catholicism.

Christmas Mass Schedule: Saturday, 
Dec. 24, 4 pm, St. Peter Church, North  
Walpole; 6 pm St. Peter Church, North 
Walpole; Midnight Mass, St. Catherine 
of Siena Church, Charlestown; Sunday, 
December 25 (Christmas Day), 8:30am, 
St. Peter Church, North Walpole; 10:30,am,  
St. Catherine of Siena Church, Charlestown.
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The Cratchits from 
the 2010 production: 
Mrs. Cratchit  
(Laurel Perron), 
Martha (Quinn 
Perron), Belinda 
(Tess Chamberlain), 
Bob (Jim Baucom), 
and Tiny Tim  
(Adam Terrell). 

Walpole Wellness
On Saturday, December 10th, the 

Walpole Fire & EMS Department (278 Main 
Street) will host Stand Strong for Life, a 
free, interactive presentation of safety 
measures for adults who are at increased 
risk of falling. The program will begin at 
10 am, run less than one hour, and will 
be conducted by registered nurse Amy 
Matthews of Cheshire Medical Center. 

Participants will learn to identify 
factors that increase the risk of falling and 
will review strategies to help prevent falls 
at home, including exercise, medication 
awareness, vision screening and footwear 
options. Community resources will also 
be identified and discussed. Adults 65 
and older, their families, and caregivers 
are encouraged to attend. After Amy’s 
presentation, Ted McGreer of Ted’s Shoe  
and Sport will continue to discuss 
footwear options and the importance of 
choosing proper footwear for health and 
safety.

A free CPR/AED (AHA) training class will 
be offered from 9 am until approximately 
noon. Spaces are limited so please call, 
email, or contact Walpole Wellness on 
Facebook to reserve 
a spot. The training 
will also available on 
January 14, 2012.

A free Belly 
Dancing workshop 
with Ananke of 
Keene will be offered 
from 10 am to 11 am. Ananke’s style 
emphasizes both modern and traditional 
interpretations, and often includes the 
usage of various props such as veils, 
finger cymbals, and even swords. She 
is an award-winning performer, having 
placed third in the NorthEast Bellydance 
competition in Pennsylvania, Headliner 
division, in 2009, and first in the Personal 
Best competition in Ohio, Headliner 
division, in 2010.

members, the booklet provides historical 
information about Dickens and his classic 
tale along with an illustration from the 
1843 First Edition. The remaining pages 
focus on aspects of Christmas history 
and traditions. Ray mines his collection 
of over 40 books about Christmas, 
Dickens and A Christmas Carol for ideas. 
The 2011 booklet will include the history 
of the Candy Cane, the origin of the 
Nativity Scene, and its relationship to the 
beginnings of caroling. 

Tickets to the 7pm production on 
December 14, 15, 16 and 17 are required 
because of limited space in The Helen 
Miller Theater, although everyone who 
has come to the door in the past three 
years has been seated.  The free tickets 
are available at Real to Reel, Galloway 
Real Estate, Village Square Booksellers, 
Costume Ladies, Murray’s, and Jake’s.

A Christmas Carol has been read and 
performed since 1843 – a tradition 167 
years in the making.  The Walpole Players 
know that their tradition will continue too, 
and in the spirit of  Scrooge’s redemption, 
audiences will continue to do what they can  
for the less fortunate at this time of year.

           – Ray Boas

 

Continued from Page 1- Christmas Carol

The Fezziwigs:  
Jack Pratt and  

Carolyn Norback
One of the goals of the annual 

production of A Christmas Carol has been 
to include as many community members 
as possible. For this year’s production 
more than 40 people ranging in age from 
5 to their 70s came out on the first day of 
auditions, and as in the past Ray and Tara 
found a spot for each one who wanted to 
be included.

Charles Dickens’ first public reading 
of A Christmas Carol was on December 
27, 1853, with the proceeds all given to 
a charity.  What a perfect thing to do Ray 
and Tara realized. “We can give the play 
to our friends in the community, and in 
return they can do something for those 
in need.” The charity collectors could not 
have said it better in the first scene when 
calling on Scrooge at his office seeking a 
donation for those, “in want of common 
necessaries,” because it is at this time of 
year, “of all others, when Want is keenly 
felt, and Abundance rejoices.”  

Mary Lou Huffling of the Fall Mountain 
Food Shelf explained that she could obtain 
more groceries with cash donations 
than if someone bought and donated 
foodstuffs for the same dollar amount, so 
it made sense to ask the audiences for a 
cash donation instead.  In the first three 
years, audiences attending The Walpole 
Players’ performances have contributed 
$8,590.74 to the Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf.  This year monies donated will also 
be shared with Our Place Drop-In Center.  

The need is particularly acute this year 
for both organizations in providing meals 
and groceries for those in need.  In fact, 
Our Place has seen a 35% increase this 
year in requests for assistance.

Ray has also prepared a 16-page 
keepsake booklet for each year’s 
production, donating it in memory of his 
late wife, Cathy.  Besides a listing of cast 

Walpole Police Log
The Walpole Police Department has 

had a busy November. The Walpole Police 
received over 540 calls from Cheshire 
County Dispatch.  We are still working 
on our burglary investigations regarding 
numerous business in Walpole.  We expect 
to be making arrests soon regarding 
these cases.  To date during 2011, Walpole 
Police have logged over 3,600 calls for 
service, 102 arrests, 72 traffic accidents 
and more than 931 traffic citations. 

                 – Chief Michael J. Paquette II
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Walpole Worships
First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am  
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Telos Whitfield  
Service: Sunday 10 am

To Join, Go To: 
www.greatriverfoodcoop.com

George Hooper died in 1917 and left 
his mansion on Prospect Hill and the 
surrounding farmland to the Hooper Trust 
for the purpose of training young people 
for careers in agriculture and forestry.  A 
golf course was built on the property in 
1927. 

The N.H. Attorney General’s Charitable 
Trusts Unit has said for decades that the 
selectmen of the town, in their role as the 
appointed trustees of the Hooper Trust, 
were not fulfilling their fiduciary duty to 
maximize the return from the assets of 
the trust. According to Terry Knowles, the 
assistant director of the unit, her office 
became involved again recently when 
the golf club renegotiated its lease.

Complicating the situation is the 
fact that, according to the selectmen, 
the money used to maintain the trust 
property – including the mansion, the 
barn used for storage and maintenance 
of the golf course equipment, the cottage 
next to the seventh hole and the Hooper 
Institute across the road – comes directly 
out of the investment income of the trust.  
Furthermore, by court order, half of the 
investment income has to be used for 
the educational programs provided to 
the Fall Mountain School District by the 
Hooper Institute.  Thus, very little of the 
rental income from the golf course or 
the cottage is actually available to fulfill 
the purpose of the trust – to provide 
scholarships to Fall Mountain students.

Further complicating the selectman/
trustees’ decision is a recent complaint 
brought to the selectmen by Steve 
Varone, the former financial officer for the 
Fall Mountain School District.  Mr.. Varone 
questioned why the Hooper Trust is not 
currently paying any property tax on the 
golf course.  He presented the selectmen 
with a N.H. statute that specifically 
requires that any land used by a charitable 
organization for a profit making use is to 
be assessed and taxed.

Town records show that in May, the 
golf club’s board of directors negotiated a 
short-term extension of its lease with the 
Hooper Trust.  Under the terms of that 
lease, which runs through the 2012 golf 
season, the club will pay $35,000 in 2011 
and $37,000 in 2012.  If the golf course 
assets were to be taxed at the current tax 
card rates the Hooper Trust would have to 
pay the town approximately $35,000 in 
property tax every year.  The amount paid 
in taxes would offset the entire rental 
income derived from the golf course and, 
after providing for maintenance of the 
buildings and funding of the educational 
programs, would leave virtually nothing 
for scholarships for the students of the 
Fall Mountain District.

At the public meeting, Holly Piccirillo, 
the president of the golf club, asked for 
another extension of the lease.  She also 
presented the selectmen with a petition 
signed by 1,164 residents and visitors to 
the course.

Some at the meeting chided the 
selectmen for not being more open about 
the possible sale of the golf course.  Janet 
Hicks and others asked that any decision 
to sell the course be put to a town vote.  

The selectmen indicated that they 
had not decided to sell the golf course, 
but that, since the land was an asset of a 
private charitable trust, the trustees of the 
trust had the complete authority to make 
that decision without a town vote.  Ms. 
Knowles, at the Attorney general’s Office, 
agrees stating that she understands the 
resident’s concern, but that the situation 
is not theirs to decide. “[The golf course] 
is not something that belongs to the 
citizens and taxpayers.  It’s an asset of a 
charitable trust.”

After the meeting, the selectmen 
decided to form a citizen’s committee 
to assist them in reaching a decision on 
the future of the Hooper properties.  On 
November 17, the selectmen chose a 
committee of seven town citizens, from 
over 20 applicants.  Since the golf course 
is owned by the Hooper Trust, it does not 
appear that this committee appointed 

by the selectmen has any actual legal 
authority to control or to influence the 
actions of the trustees of the trust.

Walpole resident Peggy Pschirrer 
was named chairperson of the seven-
member committee, and Steve Dalessio, 
an alternate on the Walpole Planning 
Board, was named vice chair.  Pschirrer is 
an attorney who practiced in Connecticut 
before moving to Walpole.  Dalessio 
moved to Walpole from New Jersey and 
is the general manager of Lake Machine 
in Claremont.  The other advisory 
committee members are Joe Dion, Peter 
Kenney, Holly Gowdy, Charlie Lennon, 
and Jeff Miller. Ex-officio members are 
Jerry Galloway, Sheldon Sawyer and 
Vickie Gohl, who will act as secretary for 
the committee.  

The committee does not have to 
report back to the selectmen on possible 
solutions until October, 2012, which 
date coincides with the expiration of the 
current golf course lease. The committee 
meetings will be open to the public.  

   – Rob Kasper

Continued from Page 1- Hooper

Ray Boas, Bookseller 

Good Books and Fine Libraries Purchased
On the Common, Walpole

             603-756-9900

                       www.rayboasbookseller.com
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Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest 
AED in town in the event of a Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?

Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane

Walpole Town Pool  
(during summer season) 

14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street

Benson’s Woodworking 
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road

LaValley’s Building Supply 
40 Meadow Access Lane

Hooper Golf Course 
166 Prospect Hill Road

Congregational Church 
15 Washington Street

RN Johnson’s 
269 Main Street

Vehicles:
WFD – Rescue 4

WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers 

Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain

Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I

Dennis Croteau, EMT-I

Interested in CPR/AED training?  
Email: wellness@walpolefireems.com 

Phone: 499-3800, or on Facebook.

Corn Maze Success
A “theatrical” corn maze featuring  a 

variety of characters including Scooby 
Doo, Cat In The Hat, Cookie Monster, 
Princess Fiona, Jack Sparrow and Davey 
Jones, was recently hosted to benefit two 
local organizations, the Great River Co-
op and the theatre troupe, The Walpole 
Players. 

 A communal effort of many, the maze 
was mapped out in the corn field behind 
the Tractor Supply Store on Route 12 in 
Walpole. The land, which is owned by the 
Avanru Development group, became a 
kid-friendly trip through the maze during 
daylight, while also offering a scary maze 
for nighttime visitors. Local engineer Jedd 
Pellerin staked out the maze, local farmer 
Larry Britton planted the corn, and Tip 
Top Landscaping maintained the maze. 

The maze was created to raise funds 
to benefit upcoming performances of 
The Walpole Players, as well as the future 
home of The Great River Co-op. According 
to Co-op president Steve Fortier, the 
event averaged roughly 500 visitors per 
session. 

It was a natural choice for the Walpole 
Players folks to be involved in the event. 
“This was a great opportunity to benefit 
the Players, the Coop, and entertain our 
community without having to learn any 
lines,” Barbara Kasper of the Walpole 
Players said in a recent interview.“ Plus, 
they got to scare the bejeebers out of 
people -- what more can you ask? 

Under the direction of Kasper and Ray 
Boas, nearly 20 Players gave their time to 
entertain in the maze, along with another 
20 or so volunteers who also pitched in 
to make the event a success. “Everyone 
who hung out in that corn maze for 

three hours at a time has my undying 
gratitude,” Kasper added. “It couldn’t have 
happened without them and of course, 
the help from Sue Fortier and the co-op 
folks as well. 

The event was very successful, in 
not only raising funds and awareness 
about two great organizations, but also 
by simply creating a safe and fun, local 
Halloween activity for local families. 

“The level of community interest was 
great, and it was extremely gratifying 
to hear the comments about both the 
children’s afternoon maze and the 
adults’ evening maze,” Kasper concluded. 
“The parents were very happy to have 
something their little ones could do 
locally.” 

The Great River Co-op is a member-
owned organization designed to serve 
as a leading resource for locally-grown 
and locally-produced foods with strong, 
community-based  connections. The Co-
op plans to lease (or possibly purchase) 
building space from a local real estate 
development group to open the store, and 
has a goal of obtaining 1,000 members in 
order to move forward with the project. 

Anyone interested in learning more 
about, or becoming a member of the 
Great River Co-op, visit their web site at 
www.greatriverfoodcoop.com. For more 
information about The Walpole Players, 
contact Barbara Kasper at Costume 
Ladies at www.costumeladies.com or call 
756-3113. 

  

The Wicked Witch  
of the West gets a  
lively reaction from  
two corn maze  
visitors.
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TheWalpole Clarion
is published monthly for the Walpole 

community. Submissions about community 
events and achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features. 
All submissions should be sent to: 

walpoleclarion@gmail.com

January  issue deadline: December 23

 Editor:  Jan Kobeski  
 Community:  Barbara Kasper 
 Circulation:  Ray Boas 
 Advertising:  Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion  
can be found at our website:

www.walpoleclarion.com

The Clarion welcomes reader comments 
and will print as space permits.

For reader comments to date,  
go to the Clarion website. 

Foreign Correspondent
Welcome Dundas (formerly known 

as Welcome Frye) is a recent graduate of 
FMRHS and currently living in Ecuador.  
He’s participating in Global Citizen Year, a 
program for young adults between high 
school graduation and college. On its 
website, www.globalcitizenyear.org, the 
program describes itself thus:

“Global Citizen Year is a premier global 
bridge year program designed to unleash 
the potential of the next generation of 
young Americans as authentic leaders 
and effective agents of change.  Each 
year, we recruit and train a diverse corps 
of high-potential graduating seniors and 
support them through a bridge year of 
service learning and leadership training in 
Africa, Latin America and Asia.   Through 
world-class training and individual 
apprenticeships, our Fellows develop 
the skills and perspectives they need to 
succeed in college, careers, and a global 
economy.  We invest in emerging leaders 
because we know that young people 
who have the opportunity to explore the 
world, and their role within it, approach 

the future with the passion and purpose 
they need to make an impact…”

Welcome has offered to contribute to 
the Clarion on a monthly basis, beginning 
with our January issue.  He emailed a 
“teaser” this week, and now we’re on 
tenterhooks for his column… 

“I had no idea what I was getting 
myself into when I applied to be a 2011-
2012 “Fellow” with Global Citizen Year. 
After deferring from Union College 
in New York, I shipped off to Stanford 
University in August for orientation with 
55 other recent high school graduates 
hailing from a myriad of social, economic 
and ethnic backgrounds. Two weeks 
later, I landed in Quito, Ecuador with 24 
other Fellows (the other 31 being split 
between the countries of Senegal and 
Brazil) and moved into my indigenous 
Kichwa community of Santa Rita, Napo 
shortly thereafter. Balancing time 
between culture-shock, learning Spanish 
and Kichwa, and working with Fundación 
Runa, I can say without hesitation that life 
in Amazonian Ecuador is unlike anything 
I have hitherto experienced or will likely 
ever experience again.”
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Walpole Wash ‘N Dry

Free Wi-Fi on premisis

Open  
6 am - 9 pm

next tO WalpOle Creamery

Craft Fair & Cafe
The Orchard School’s 16th Annual 

Craft Fair and Cafe will be held Friday, 
December 9th and Saturday, December 
10th in the Walpole Town Hall. Come and 
be part of this traditional crafts fair and 
cafe event for its third year at The Walpole 
Town Hall. On the 9th, the fair will run from 
6-8:30 pm; from 9:30 am-4pm on Saturday. 
Hold off on your holiday shopping and 
come to The Orchard School’s benefit 
Craft Show to find gifts for everyone on 
your list. The show will feature more than 
40 locally (and nationally) known artisans 
whose work is of the highest quality. All 
of the crafters live and work within a 40 
mile radius of Walpole, bringing locally 
and sustainably produced options to the 
conscious shopper. Your purchases will 
go directly to supporting your neighbors’ 
livelihoods. 

A sampling of the crafted work includes: 
silver jewelry, re-fashioned clothes,  
wool items, handmade wooden toys and  
crafts, pottery, cutting boards, beaded  
jewelry, traditional straw ornaments, 
handmade books, flannel and wool  
clothing, handmade   baskets, photography,  
hand painted glass and ceramic tile  and 
more… and all of it made within 40 miles 
of our Fall Mountain Region!  

The fair will feature a silent auction 
including items donated by the crafters 
and parents of the school, as well as a raffle 
with items including a $100 Burdick’s Gift 
Basket, a Badger Balm Care Basket, a fly 
fishing rod and reel and a coffee lover’s 
delight! You can also enjoy a delicious 
lunch in the café, featuring homemade 
lasagna and quiche with Orchard Hill 
Bakery providing delicious bread.  Top it 
off with a scrumptious gourmet dessert 
(Friday night is a dessert café only).  All 
proceeds will directly benefit The Orchard 
School’s programs. The Event will feature 
local musicians throughout the day on 
Saturday.

The Orchard School is a non-profit 
preschool, kindergarten, childcare and  
community center dedicated to providing  
inclusive and high quality early education,  
childcare, summer day camps, family 
support and a meeting place for 
community activities. Call 835-2495 
for more information about the school 
or this event. You can also visit our 
website at www.theorchardschool.org 
to see a sampling of the available crafts 
to purchase. Shop local and support a 
healthy community economy this holiday 
season.

Young Achievers
Periodically, a local athlete attracts 

regional, perhaps even statewide notice; 
occasionally one of those young men or 
women is talented enough to compete 
on the national level. Kristy Zurmuhlen is 
the most recent of those individuals.

After 4 years 
with the Fall 
Mountain soccer 
team in which 
she set school 
scoring records for  
a season and career,  
Kristy chose to 
attend Stanford for  
its academic and  
athletic excellence.  
A Pre-Med senior, 

she hopes to become a Physicians Assistant.

However, Kristy’s collegiate career isn’t 
over yet. The Stanford Cardinal women’s 
soccer team is a perennial contender for 
an NCAA title, though they have never 
won one. In the national Quarter-Final, 
against Oklahoma State, Kristy – in her 
last home game as a senior (and despite 
an injured leg) – scored the first goal in 
a game Stanford eventually won 2-1 in 
overtime. As reported on the Stanford 
website:

“It was gimpy senior Kristy Zurmuhlen, 
heavily-taped from an injury suffered 
a week earlier, who was the unlikely 
icebreaker. The senior from little Walpole, 
N.H., took a pass from Mariah Nogueira at 
the top of the box. Zurmuhlen cut to her 
left, then to her right, to set up a hard 12-
yard shot through the legs of a defender 
and inside the far post in the 52nd minute 
for her fifth goal of the year.”

“The people on this team are like 
sisters,’ Zurmuhlen said. ‘We just care 
about each other so much. As much as 
we do for ourselves, we want it more for 
each other. I think that’s the difference.’’”

As we go to press, Kristy and her team 
mates prepare for their Semifinal match 
against Florida State; if they win that, 
they’ll face either Duke or Wake Forest for 
the championship. It’s a big stage and a 
long way from Walpole’s soccer fields. We 
wish Kristy and the Cardinal good luck.

Scouting
Walpole Boy Scout Troop 299 is 

looking for boys interested in outdoor 
adventure, skill development and great 
times. Any boy – age 11 or older, and/or 
who has finished 5th grade, is eligible. 

If interested, please call Lou Kaletsky 
at: walpolescouter@yahoo.com.

Thank You!
Scouting For Food

Cubscout Pack 299 would like to 
Thank everyone who participated 
in putting out bags of food for the 
Scouting for Food Day on November 
12th

We would also like to take this 
opportunity to say we are sorry if 
we didn’t pick up your bags. If for 
some reason you put out food and 
we didn’t pick it up you can take it 
to a local Food Shelf or place of your 
choice.

Again, Thank You everyone, for 
your Community Support.

                        Cubscout Pack 299
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 Hooper Institute
The Hooper Institute offers two 

programs for Walpole youth at the high 
school level:  the summer work program 
and scholarships. The work program 
places students on agriculturally related 
operations in town, while scholarships 
are awarded to students for independent 
studies in the fields of agriculture, forestry, 
botany, soils and environmental studies.  

Summer 2011 completed our 15th year 
of the work program, so it seems a fitting 
time to offer some numbers as a simple 
summary of our success.  Since 1997, 163 
Walpole youth have participated.  Many 
have worked in the program for two or 
more years filling 251 positions.  With the 
guidance of their employers, students 
have worked a total of nearly 23,000 
hours in the community.  So what have 
they learned while they earn?   

Students are required to give a verbal 
report to the Hooper Committee at its 
summer meeting.  Both students and 
mentors fill out an evaluation at the end 
of summer. One student commented, 
“I learned that it’s not easy to work on a 
farm.  You have to be strong to work on 
a farm. You don’t stop working when 
the weather is bad.” And another, “I liked 
working outside with plants.  Also, earning 
one’s own money is rather satisfying.”  And 
finally, “I learned responsibility.  It takes 
time to run a good business.”

Funds from the scholarship program  
are available to Walpole youth for 
seminars, conferences and camps. For 
example, the Institute sponsored one  
student to attend a veterinary camp at 
Tufts University. Materials and equipment 
for scientific inquiry or agricultural study 
can be awarded to a Walpole youth’s 
independent study project.  Hooper has 
even sponsored matching funds for a 
cow or two!  

To learn more about the scholarship 
program, contact Eloise Clark, Director 
at the Institute, 756-4382.  Information 
about the summer work program is 
available in early March.

Pinnacleview 4-H Club
The first meeting of the Pinnacleview  

4-H Club was on October 9th, 2011.  
This meeting was to elect this years 
new officers. The people who received 
positions were: Tristan Philips as President; 
Audrey Allen as Vice president; Tabitha 
Phillips as Treasurer; Maddie Beaudry was 
re-elected as Secretary; Chesley Patch 
as Scrapbook Keeper; and Haley Christie 
as Reporter.  The most recent addition is 
Games Leader for which Abigail Allen has 
taken on the challenge. 

Another recent addition is a sheep 
program, so if you have sheep that you 
want to show and you are between 8 
and 18 in age,  come to the next meeting 
on December 4th, 2011 at 5:30 pm at 
the Walpole Town Hall. This year we will 
welcome two new 4-H leaders who will 
be a great addition to the Walpole 4-
H club’s group.  They are Holly Gowdy 
and Stephanie Stoughton who will 
work along side our present leaders, 
Sharlene Beaudry and Crystal Phillips. 
Congratulations to everyone.

On October 23rd, the group cleaned 
the Walpole town hall gardens and the 
water fountain in the middle of town.  We 
also planted spring bulbs at the fountain 
which should blossom in the Spring.  Keep 
your eyes out for the beautiful colors in 
the Spring.

At our November 6th meeting at 
Hooper Institute, we had many new 
members attend where we played a 
game so everyone could get to know 
each other.  Reports were read by the 
officers and the group talked about the 
highlights from the previous year.  The 
group also brain stormed about possible 
field trips and activities for the present 
year.  We are going to have a fun and 
exciting year ahead of us.

                – Haley Christie

Recycle Center
In memory of Peg Stevens…

I find to my great sadness that my 
friend Peg Stevens has, as she was often 
given to do, quietly slipped away. Peg 
had a way of being unobtrusively present 
as she worked.  But she managed to do a 
great deal in that quiet way.

When I first came to Walpole in the 
early 1990’s, I met her out in the Re-use 
Room at the Recycle Center. There she 
worked hard and steadily to keep the 
cramped corner in order. By the way, 
that corner is now filled by the huge 
cardboard baler  and reuse has moved 
to it’s own trailer. But in those days Peg 
was the “boss” of the corner and she was 
especially fussy about the donated books 
there. She kept them in strict library order. 
And, being a “librarian-wanna-be” myself, 
that made me warm to her.

Then I learned how essential she 
had been in the creation of the Walpole 
Recycling Project back in the 1980’s. Peg 
was a devoted “mover and shaker” for the 
program and a stalwart worker from day 
one. She was a member of the Recycling 
Committee along with George Watkins, 
Fritzi Till, Roger Weil, Bill Beer and Wes 
Davey. They worked and “made do” with 
cast off trailers and big boxes down at 
the dump out on Rte.123 on the way to 
Alstead. But they had big plans for a “real” 
Recycling Center. Together they traveled 
hither and yon to visit other recycling 
groups to see how they did things. Then 
they made their own plans and effectively 
“sold” them to the citizens of Walpole 
at Town Meeting. Et voila! The Walpole 
Recycling and Transfer Center was born.

Over the years, despite her sight 
and strength slowly ebbing away, she 
remained a reliable volunteer. She could 
no longer see well enough to sort out 
the returnable bottles and cans, but by 
golly, she could still count them and 
bag them to be returned – 75 bottles or 
10 trays of 24 cans each to fill the huge 
bags. The bags were light to handle but, 
“no interruptions when we’re counting 
please” was the firm rule.

Alas, her eyes and strength gave out 
at last and now she has truly gone from 
us, but, it pleases me to imagine that Peg 
Stevens, George Watkins and Bill Beer 
have teamed up again and are figuring 
out the perfect recycling program for 
Heaven. Go to it, gang, we’ll be along to 
help later.    
                 – Carol Christian
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The Board initially thought that it 
could simply amend its own site review 
regulations and thereby restrict the 
height of commercial buildings to 35 
feet and limit the term of Planning Board 

approvals to one (1) year.  The current 
Walpole Zoning Ordinance provides 
no height limitation for retail buildings 
in the commercial district, limits multi-
family dwellings to three (3) stories and 
sets the term of a Planning Board Site 

Review approval at four (4) years.  Due 
to current economic conditions, the New 
Hampshire legislature recently amended  
R.S.A. 674:39 to expand the vesting period 
for approved site plans to five (5) years, 
provided that active and substantial 
development has begun on the site.

 After the Board’s attempt to amend 
the zoning ordinance through its site 
plan regulations was challenged by the 
Selectmen and local citizens, the Board 
consulted with the Town’s attorney, 
Jeremy Hockensmith.  He recently opined 
that the Planning Board did not have 
the authority to amend the town zoning 
ordinance by amending its site plan 
review regulations but that the Board 
could present proposed amendments to 
the zoning ordinance to the town voters 
for approval.  The Planning Board will be 
holding a hearing on December 13 to 
consider whether its proposed zoning 
changes should be put to a vote at the 
town meeting in March.  All interested 
citizens are invited to attend.  

Continued from Page 1- ZoningAllen Brothers Returns
We at Allen Brothers are feeling 

Bright and Merry because of the silver 
lining we’re seeing from rebuilding a 
“new and improved” Allen Brothers after 
Hurricane Irene destroyed our business 
– this community’s support through this 
devastation.

 Many of us woke up on August 29th, 
to a sunny day, with practically no damage 
from the storm, yet just across the river 
– devastation. The water in our business 
reached 5 feet!  As word spread, hundreds 
of you showed up to help, and we are so 
grateful. You made a huge difference to 
us. We hope to re-open fully by Dec. 19th; 
until then, here’s what’s we’ve got!

 Our Greenhouse is full with fresh 
cut Christmas trees, roping, poinsettias, 
and greens. We are baking donuts, pies, 
& cookies at the Walpole Inn, and selling 
them in our retail greenhouse room, 
along with coffee, and local produce. 
Our gas pumps are brand new, and we 
have a Mobil Gas card special going on. 
Allen Bros. Oil still offers the best cash oil 
pricing in the area.

Thank you again for your prayers and 
support, they truly helped us get through 
this!

            
– Tim & Stacey Allen
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The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Murray’s Restaurant, Knowlton’s Kitchen,  

Walpole Wash ‘N Dry, Real to Reel and the Drewsville General Store. 






