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Twenty-two Walpole residents have 
filed suit in Cheshire County Superior 
Court to challenge the Walpole Planning 
Board’s approval last month of a 33,000-
square-foot, two-story, 67-unit apartment 
complex behind Tractor Supply Co. on 
Route 12, aimed at people age 55 and 
over. The group alleges that the Board 
acted improperly in approving the project 
proposed by the Avanru Development 
Group of Walpole.

As previously reported in the Clarion, the 
Planning Board approved an expedited 
site plan review for the amended project in 
November.  The developer had originally 
received the Board’s approval last summer 
for a condominium complex for persons 
over the age of 55.   Avanru amended that 
plan by retaining the original footprint 
and interior square footage but changing 
the condominiums into apartments.  The 
number of units also increased from 48, 
two-bedroom units to 60 one-bedroom 
and 7 two-bedroom apartments. The 
developer indicated that the change 
was necessitated by changing market 
conditions and argued that the change to 
apartments actually resulted in reducing 
the total potential number of occupants.

During that meeting, Avanru’s attorney, 
Gary Kinyon of Bradley & Faulkner in 
Keene, contended that because the 
Planning Board had already approved 
the original project, and the new project 
did not change the footprint of the 
development, a new site plan review 
was not required. The Board decided to 
proceed without requiring a new site 
plan review.  In the suit filed in December, 
the twenty-two concerned citizens allege 
that the ‘expedited review’ process is only 
applicable for minor site plans.  

 The pleadings filed with the Court 
specifically target Jamie Teague, a 
selectwoman and the Selectboard’s 
representative to the Planning Board, 
regarding the issuance of a building 
permit to Avanru by the Selectboard in 
October while the amended plan was 
before the Planning Board for approval:

“(Teague) knew, or should have known, 
that the Select Board had no authority 
whatsoever to issue this building permit 
prior to Avanru’s receipt of site plan 
approval for its sixty-seven-unit apartment 
project, which it did not have on October 
18 when the building permit was issued.”

The Clarion has confirmed that the 
permit in question was issued for the 
original condominium project and not for 
the amended apartment plan.

The suit also attacks Avanru’s 
commitment to developing 55+ housing, 
and states that at the November hearing, 
“for the first time, Avanru advised the 
planning board that although it would 
try to rent the apartments to those over 
55 years of age it was not obligated 
to do so and would rent to any tenant 
acceptable to them regardless of age.”  The 
petitioners allege that this apparent shift 
in commitment to senior housing calls 
into question several letters of support 
presented by Avanru during the approval 
process that refer to the development as 
a 55-and-over apartment complex and 
not as a mixed age housing project with 
children.

The suit asks the court to “find that the 
decision of the Town of Walpole Planning 
Board… was illegal or unreasonable 
in whole or in part based upon the 
allegations set forth,” and that the court 
vacate the Board’s decision.     

–Jan Kobeski

Walpole 
Tax Bills  

Due: 
 January 14,  

2013

Cemetery Nerds
I met my good friend Erin many years 

ago when we both picked up stakes and 
set off for the exotic destination of Western 
Pennsylvania to attend a tiny liberal arts 
college. During our four years at said tiny 
college, our friendship grew as it became 
clear we had a lot in common. We were 
both from New England; we were both 
anthropology majors and, it turned out, 
we were both huge cemetery nerds. 

We celebrate our cemetery-nerdness 
every year when she comes to visit me 
here in Walpole and we spend the better 
part of a long weekend geeking-out over, 
well, cemeteries. We prefer old cemeteries 
that date from the mid-1700s to late 1800; 
they seem to have the most personality. 
We will spend hours just walking around, 
looking at the stones, reading the names, 
studying the carvings. Erin and I come 
home at the end of the day and my 
bemused husband will ask, “Did you meet 
any good dead people today?” And we’ll 
say, “Are you kidding? Of course we did.” 
We always do.

Isaac French tombstone,  
Walpole Cemetery
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Serving your legal needs for over 30 years

KASPER         ASSOCIATES
              

PLLC

603-756-4200

Walpole Police
Dear Community,
As our nation and this community  

move forward in the wake of the December 
14th Newtown, CT tragedy, many people 
have been asking what can be done to 
prevent such violence in the future.  Over 
the last few years the Law Enforcement 
community has been learning about the 

people that perpetrate 
these horrible crimes.  
We know that early 
detection is the best 
prevention.  Over the  
last 10 years of criminal 
analysis we have 
learned that a high 
percentage of these 
perpetrators leave a 

trail of warning signs online, everything 
from chat room talk to the actual outlining 
of their plan.  As the mental status of the 
perpetrator reaches the level of intent 
there are usually months of planning prior 
to the carrying out of these crimes.

One aspect of early detection involves 
one of our community’s best resources, 
parents.  To the parents in this community: 
you play an invaluable role in the lives 
of your children.  We have all heard the 
valuable advice about getting involved in 
the lives of our children but I would like 
to reiterate a few points that have been of 
great benefit to early detection.  

Get to know who your children talk to on 
their social media sites such as Facebook.  
Become one of their online friends – not 
only so you can see what they are talking 
about but what are other people saying to 
your own children. Consider having your 
children’s passwords for all computers 
and social media. Let them know you will 
be checking in on them. Monitor their 
cell phone text messaging.  Know who 
their friends are.  Get to know your child 
by talking to them about whatever they 
are interested in.  Ask about friends and 
their relationships with other students.  
Encourage your children to talk to you 
about any concerns they may have 
involving other children or students.

If you do have a concern about your 
child, talk with him/her.  Talk with 
family/school counselors and your local 
police about ways to help. If anyone 
has questions about what to look for 
in behavioral patterns or social medias 
or any other concerns regarding your 
children, please feel free to contact the 
Walpole Police Department.

As we move into 2013, may we continue 
standing together for a safer community.

Chief Michael J. Paquette II
Walpole Police Department

Hooper Institute 
Soil is a cornerstone of Hooper Institute 

studies.  From kindergarten through high 
school, Walpole youth “play” in the soil.  
Elementary ages help with the gardens 
at each of the schools.  High schoolers 
have the option to work on farms in the 
summer months. Fifth grade classes have 
a special focus on soil in the late autumn.  

The unit begins with students 
venturing outdoors with a soil probe to 
sample schoolyard soils.  We examine 
core samples from the grassy areas, the 
playground and a wooded area.  If there 
is time we visit the gooey clay bank.  It 
doesn’t take long for the students to 
figure out why the soil in the playground 
is so much harder.  The daily pounding 
of feet compacts the air spaces between 
soil particles and makes it difficult for the 
probe to take a sample.  It’s harder for 
water to infiltrate as well.  Forest soils are 
just the opposite.  They feel very springy 
underfoot.  A dark layer of decomposed 
leaves is a striking contrast to the brown 
silt layer beneath it.  

Students learn about how soil is formed 
and its identifying features. What color 
is it?  Is its texture like sugar, flour or 
cream cheese?  Soil “critters” are a source 
of amazement: earthworms two feet 
long, snow fleas, nematodes so tiny that 
thousands fit in a teaspoon of soil.  This 
cast of creatures help decay once-living 
organisms.  Nutrients released in the 
process of decomposition renew the soil 
so new life can grow.  

Fifth graders learn a number of songs 
about soil.  A favorite is “Dirt Made 
My Lunch”. It engenders some lively 
discussion!  Then there’s the finger 
snapping “Decomposition Breakdown 
Blues.”   Several ballads by Woody Guthrie 
frame a discussion about the Dust Bowl, 
along with a poetic novel by Karen Hesse 
entitled “Out of the Dust.”  We finish up 
with a lesson called S.O.S. (Save Our Soil) 
about soil conservation.  

Walpole and the Connecticut Valley 
have some of the most fertile farmland 
in the country.  The prosperity of our 
nation depends upon this important 
but overlooked resource. The Hooper 
Institute is a town educational program 
serving the youth of Walpole.  We teach 
about agriculture, forestry, botany, soils 
and environmental science topics.  Call 
756-4382 with questions or find us on the 
internet.    – Eloise Clark
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Legislative  
Contact Information:

Senator Molly Kelly
107 N. Main St.

Room 120
Concord NH 03301

(603) 271-2166
molly.kelly@leg.state.nh.us

www.mollykelly.com

Representative Paul Berch
956 River Road

Westmoreland, NH  03467-4408
(603)399-4960

pberch@myfairpoint.net

Representative Bill Butynski
PO Box 105

Hinsdale, NH  03451-0105
(603)336-7498

williambutynski@aol.com

Representative Tara Sad
82 North Road

Walpole, NH  03608-4705
(603)756-4861

tara.eric@gmail.com

Representative Lucy Weber
217 Old Keene Road
Walpole NH 03608

 lwmcv@comcast.net

Notes from Concord
Tis the season of change and a new 

Legislature in Concord.  Walpole residents, 
along with residents in Westmoreland, 
Chesterfield, and Hinsdale, are now 
represented by Senator Molly Kelly 
and Representatives Paul Berch, of 
Westmoreland, Bill Butynski, of Hinsdale 
and Tara Sad and myself from Walpole.

Tis the season of breathless anticipation 
for each legislator.  To which committee 
will I be assigned?  The one I most want, or 
the one where I am needed to fill a gap?  
Will I be assigned to a coveted aisle seat, 
or seated in the middle of Section Three, 
where I will have to climb over six people 
going in and out?  Will I be assigned to a 
leadership position, which might bring 
with it a share of a desk, or even a whole 
desk, or will I continue to operate out of a 
single drawer in a bank of drawers in my 
committee office?  

Yes, you read that right.  With 400 
legislators, few of us will have a desk. We 
will each be assigned a drawer in a bank 
of drawers in our committee office.  If you 
want to contact us, use our home phone 
number and leave a message, or use email.  
The committee office number assigned to 
us in Concord is shared by up to 20 other 
legislators, and will be answered, if at all, 
by a part-time committee assistant who 
serves 40 to as many as 80 legislators.

As of the House calendar of December 
21, many questions have been answered.  
Paul Berch will be a welcome addition to 
the Judiciary Committee, where he will 
be my replacement.  Bill Butynski will 
continue on Ways and Means.  Tara Sad will 
reprise her role as Chair of Environment 
and Agriculture. And for a complete 
change of pace, I will Chair Executive 
Departments and Administration.  So Tara 
and I will have desks again.

For those who want to check what 
new bills have been filed, a list of the bill 
requests (called LSRs) can be found on the 
General Court web site, here: http://www.
gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/ .  There 
is a lot of other interesting information 
available on the General Court web site.  
The home page is here: http://www.
gencourt.state.nh.us/default.htm. 

Each session is different from those 
which went before. This session has 
begun with a considered effort to 
foster a more collaborative working 
environment.  Although the seating chart 
has not yet been released, we know we 
will be returning to mixed seating, with 
Democrats and Republicans seated in 
every section of Representative’s Hall 

rather than having a line of demarcation 
between the two parties. And instead 
of holding a training for Chairs and Vice 
Chairs, Speaker Norelli held a training for 
the Chairs and the Ranking Republican 
members of each committee. It was a 
great way to start out. Those of us who 
worked together before got to take a 
new look at committee process, and 
those of us who are working together 
for the first time got to get to know each 
other and talk about the process before 
dealing with the substantive issues.  The 
presenters, from the National Council of 
State Legislators, said this was the first 
time they had ever been asked to run the 
training with the minority party included 
with the majority.

The new legislature gets back to work 
on January 2nd, and then on January 
3rd, the House and Senate gather in 
Representative’s Hall for the inauguration 
of Maggie Hassan as our new Governor.  
It’s an impressive ceremony.  

After that, the various committees 
will hold organizational sessions and 
informational sessions for members, 
and as the new bills come back from the 
printer, we will get back into the routine 
of public hearings, executive sessions, 
where the committee votes whether to 
recommend a bill for passage, and then 
the full House will vote on each bill. 

In New Hampshire, no bill dies in 
committee; each bill has to go to the House 
floor for a vote.  It will be interesting to see 
what happens with a House tilted slightly 
towards the Democrats and a Senate 
tilted slightly towards the Republicans.  
Stay tuned.

Happy holidays, everyone, and all best 
wishes for the best of New Years in 2013.

             – Rep. Lucy Weber
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Kevlar 
 contractors 

kevin warzecha

Walpole, NH  03608
603-209-3500

Interior/Exterior  
Remodeling Specialist

HCS in Walpole
Home HealtHcare, Hospice and community services

January Friendly Meal for Seniors
The Friendly Meals monthly dinner for 

all Walpole senior citizens will be held on 
Friday, January 25 at St. Peter’s Church 
in North Walpole. Lunch is served at 
noon.  On the menu is Swiss steak with 
mushroom gravy, baked potato with sour 
cream, broccoli and yellow yogurt cake.  

A nurse from Home Healthcare, Hospice 
and Community Services will be available 
from 11:30 am – 12:30 pm to take blood 
pressures at no charge.  

A donation of $2.00 is requested for 
the Friendly Meals.  Reservations can 
be made by calling Donovan at 352-
2253.  The Friendly Meals in Walpole is 
sponsored by Home Healthcare, Hospice 
and Community Services, a Monadnock 
United Way agency.

Hospice at HCS Grief Support in Walpole
Hospice at HCS offers Bereavement 

Support in Walpole to those who have 
lost someone close to them.  The group 
is held on the first Wednesday of every 
month at the First Congregational Church 
on the Common, from 4:30 to 6:00 pm.  

Other grief supports are also available 
in Keene at the HCS Office at 312 Marlboro 
Street, including a Memory Scrapbook 
Workshop starting on January 28 and 
continuing on Mondays through March 4.  
The group will meet from 5:15 to 6:30 pm.  

Hospice at HCS offers bereavement 
support as a community service and there 
is no charge for these groups.  Registration 
is necessary for both groups, and there is 
a supply list for the Memory Scrapbook 
Workshop.  Call Lynn Anne Palmer at 352-
2253 to register or for more information 
about bereavement support available at 
HCS.           – Susan Ashworth

Community Thank You
Giving Tree Project and Toys For Tots
Many of you were able to buy gifts 

or contribute. Thank You to All who 
contributed to the Giving Tree Project and 
Toys For Tots this year!

With the generosity of this community, 
we were able to supply gifts, gas and food 
cards to 34 families and more than 85 
children. The families of our community 
are grateful.

The Walpole clergy would like to express 
its gratitude:  Rev. Telos Whitfield, Walpole 
Unitarian, Rev. Susan Kershaw, St. John’s 
Episcopal and Rev. Craig Breismeister, 
First Congregational Church in Walpole, 
and Father Steve from All Saints Parish in 
No. Walpole and Charlestown.

 
Greater Falls Warming Shelter
Thank you for your support. We need 

your help! We have a warming shelter 
on 23 Church Street in North Walpole 
that can house up to 10 homeless guests 
each evening. We have people who 
provide hot meals each evening and 
people who volunteer their time at the 
Shelter. And we need your help! Please 
e-mail our volunteer manager, Deb Clark 
at gfwarmingshelter@gmail.com if you 
would like to volunteer, or contact Rev. 
Telos Whitfield at 802-376-4977 if you 
would like to provide meals. Thank you 
for supporting the most vulnerable in our 
community.        

– Rev. Telos Whitfield
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A Christmas Carol
CONCLUDED FOR A FIFTH TIME
Almost 500 people were in the audiences 

on 12-15 December to enjoy The Walpole 
Player’s fifth annual production of Charles 
Dickens’ classic tale, A Christmas Carol.  “It 
was gratifying to see so many new and 
younger faces join us this year,” Ray Boas 
observed while greeting the guests at the 
door, “to hear Dickens’ tale and receive his 
timeless message.”

 Each year Tara Sad and Ray Boas, co-
directors of the production, have made 
small changes to the cast and effects, and 
this year was no exception.  In fact, this 
year more changes and additions were 
made than in the past four years.  The 
entrances of the Ghosts of Christmas Past 
and Present were brought more to life in 
keeping with Dickens’ descriptions, and 
the Fezziwig dance was choreographed 
by a professional to the delight of the 
dancers and audiences both.

With a cast of just under 50 “players” 
many of Dickens’ characters were 
portrayed by different people this year 
providing variety not only for the actors 
but for the faithful audience members 
who have returned every year.  In fact, 
everyone involved commented that 
this year’s performances were the best 
all round since the first production in 
2008.  It was the magical mix of the cast 
and their interactions that made this 
year’s show so phenomenal.  Michael 
Wright of Charlestown played Scrooge 
and not only made suggestions for 
Scrooge interacting with the audience 
following Scrooge’s redemption, but gave 
everyone an outstanding interpretation 
of Scrooge’s transformation enabled by 
his three ghostly visitors.  Playing Marley, 
Scrooge’s late business partner, for the 
second year, Jim Baucom finely tuned his 
performance fettered in chains terrifying 
not only Scrooge but some audience 
members as well.  If you did not attend 

this year (thinking that you had seen the 
show), you would have been truly amazed 
at the subtle but profound differences 
and improvements.  And these subtle 
changes from year to year will continue 
to delight and bring you back again and 
again promises Ray.  “I have one effect I 
have been working on for four years, and 
hope to get it right to introduce in 2013,” 
he has commented.

But most important in keeping with 
the lessons learned by Ebenezer Scrooge, 
this year’s audiences contributed almost 
$3,700 to the Fall Mountain Food Shelf and 
Our Place Drop In Center.  The cast too, in 
addition to the number of hours of hard 
work since the first audition on November 
7th, made a generous cash contribution to 
these important organizations.  The total 
cash contributions in the first five years 
of Walpole’s newest tradition have now 
exceeded $16,700.  Mark your calendars 
now because The Walpole Players will 
present A Christmas Carol for the sixth 
time: the 11th, 12th, 13th and 14th of 
December, 2013.        

– Ray Boas

Michael Wright as Scrooge

Jim Baucom as Marley

Laurel Perron as the Ghost of Christmas Present

Bob & Mrs. Cratchit with 
Tiny Tim: Mike Delaney,  
Gail Golec & Holden Perron

“This year’s audiences 
contributed almost $3,700  

to the Fall Mountain  
Food Shelf and Our Place 

Drop In Center.”
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am	 	
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Telos Whitfield  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:30 - 8 pm
Tuesday:  1:30 - 6 pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:30 - 6 pm
Thursday: 1:30 - 6 pm
Friday:  1:30 - 5 pm
Saturday:  8:30 am - 12:30 pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 pm

Walpole Wash ‘N Dry

Free Wi-Fi on premisis

Open  
6 am - 9 pm

next tO WalpOle Creamery

Roast Beef Supper
There will be a public Roast Beef Supper 

at the First Congregational Church in 
Walpole on Saturday, January 26 at 5:30 
pm.  Tickets will be $12 for adults and 
children will be priced accordingly. On 
the menu will be roast beef, potatoes, 
vegetables, homemade rolls and dessert.  
You may pre-purchase tickets by calling 
Peg at 445-5101 or the church office at   
756-4075.

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet for 

potluck lunch at the Congregational 
Church on the Walpole Common at 
noon on Monday, January 21 2013.  New 
officers will be installed.  A mystery will be 
a surprise [sic].  Everyone is asked to bring 
a contribution for the Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf. Bring a dish to share.  All Walpole 
Seniors are welcome.  Come for fun and 
good socialization.         

– Jeanne A Jeffries

Genealogy Workshop
A free Genealogy Workshop sponsored 

by the Walpole Historical Society will be 
offered Saturday January 19, 2013 from 
10 am to noon. Sharing information about 
how to start or how to solve problems 
will be Jeanne and Peter Jeffries with 
over 30 years of research experience.  
Reservations required at 603 756 2933.

   – Jeanne A Jeffries

Yoga Day 
A day of Yoga at Home Healthcare, 

Hospice and Community Services in 
Keene will benefit Hospice at HCS

Yoga Day is set for Sunday, January 27, 
2013.  Yoga Day Keene is an opportunity 
for those new to yoga as well as the 
experienced yoga student to try a variety 
of yoga styles first hand. More than 25 
different classes will be available.  Classes 
will start at 9:00 am and the last class will 
begin at 3:00 pm. Classes are one hour; 
and people are encouraged to take as 
many sessions as they would like. No 
registration is necessary.  

Massage and reiki will be available 
throughout the day. Breakfast and lunch 
are available sponsored by the Works 
Bakery and Café.  A silent auction will be 
held from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm. 

Yoga Day will be held at Home 
Healthcare, Hospice and Community 
Services, 312 Marlboro Street in Keene. 
All classes, massage, reiki and breakfast 
and lunch are by donation, with proceeds 
benefiting Hospice at HCS, the local 
non-profit hospice serving Walpole and 
southwestern New Hampshire.  Goodie 
bags are available for various donation 
levels. This year’s major sponsor of the 
event is Yoga with Josephine.  For more 
information, call HCS at 352-2253.

   – Susan Ashworth
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Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest 
AED in town in the event of a Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street

Benson’s Woodworking 
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road

LaValley’s Building Supply 
40 Meadow Access Lane

Hooper Golf Course 
166 Prospect Hill Road

Congregational Church 
15 Washington Street

RN Johnson’s 
269 Main Street

Vehicles:
WFD – Rescue 4

WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers 

Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain

Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I

Dennis Croteau, EMT-I
Interested in CPR/AED training?  

Email: wellness@walpolefireems.com 
Phone: 499-3800, or on Facebook.

WRAP Report
I had a nice chat with Paul Colburn out  

at the Recycling Center the other day, and 
he gave me some really great news that 
I want to share with you. First, for all you 
folks out there in cyber-space land, the 
great news is that Jill Robinson is creating 
a Recycling web site on the internet. Look 
for it sometime early next year. Then you 
will know everything before it happens!

On a grimmer note, it is “Budget time” 
here in Walpole, and the Center is no 
exception to the necessity to come up 
with some realistic money estimates. I 
was quite stunned when Paul told me that 
the Center turns back well over $200,000 
every year to the town. That’s a heap o’ 
change and you might well wonder how 
that happens. 

Well, when you come to think of it you’ll 
realize that all of the money collected at 
the Center – those few dollars you pay 
for recycling a mattress or an overstuffed 
chair, for instance – all that money is 
turned in to the town treasury. Yep, all the 
income from Town Bag sales, all monies 
from every source, are used to make the 
Recycling Center pay for itself. And that’s 
why the taxes to pay for the Center are so 
very small.

The “good news” for all of us recycling 
volunteers is that a specialist came and 
consulted on how we could  reduce the 
dreadful sounds that emanate from the 
glass crusher! Oh joy! To work the line 
near that noisy contraption really calls for 
the wearing of ear muffs. I don’t know a 

thing about noise decibels, but I do know 
that the noise there has been impossible 
to tolerate for more than a moment or so. 
The corrections involve such mysterious 
things as “acoustic curtains” and  “pieces of 
plywood.” Paul already has the  “curtains” 
and the plywood is on its way! Oh, but we 
are happy to hear that.

And, speaking of volunteers, the “Re-
Use Trailer” out at the Center has had to 
close early this year because we were 
unable to get volunteers to staff it. That 
is not acceptable, folks! Really,it’s great 
fun in there, one never knows what may 
be walking in the door next, and you 
would be the very first person to see it! 
It has  been a God-send for someone like 
me to have that opportunity to give away 
a perfectly good thing that I no longer 
need or want, and to have it there for the 
asking for someone who truly needs it.

 Mike Nerrie is the volunteer who makes 
the Trailer happen. Surely he would be 
grateful to  hear that you would be willing 
to volunteer when he opens again in 
April. Don’t worry, we’ll remind you a little 
closer to  “opening” time, but, please do 
give it some serious thought.

One last reminder: Alas, no Christmas 
wrappings are recyclable. They belong 
in your “Walpole Town Bag.” That’s paper, 
tissue, ribbon – everything except the 
boxes they came in.

And, on that happy note, let me say, “I 
hope you had a glorious holiday!”

   – Carol Christian
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

“the last raid of the Indians  
in force” during the French and Indian 
Wars was in Walpole on August 17, 1755?  
And you probably have passed the marker 
erected by the Daughters of the American 
Revolution in 1915 countless times on 
Route 12 and not noticed it. 

John Kilburn was the first white man 
to settle in what has become Walpole in 
1749.  He cleared land on the south bank 
of the Cold River (just before it empties 
into the Connecticut River) and built a 
house of solid logs with gun-ports in 
place of windows on all sides.  A simple 
palisade circled the building.  Indian raids 
and massacres had been prevalent on the 
fledgling Connecticut River Valley frontier 
with notable attacks such as that on 
Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1704.  On June 
30, 1754 Abenakis entered Charlestown 
and carried off hostages to Canada.  And,  
sometime in the Spring of 1755 two men, 
named Flynt and Daniel Twitchel were 
killed by Indians one and a half miles from 
Walpole village on the Drewsville Road.

When Col. Benjamin Bellow received his 
charter for the town in 1752, knowing of 
these incidents, he built his Fort No. 3 for 
safety on the knoll of land where Route 12 
and Main Street now meet.  Although it 
was only about 1 ½ miles north, Kilburn 
could not rely on the safety of Bellows’ fort.

The events of August 17th were first 
recorded in Walpole’s Cheshire Gazette 
in 1826.  It was written by Dr. Ebenezer 
Morse, who lived contemporaneously 
with some of Walpole’s oldest settlers, 

and from whom he could gather “correct 
information in relation to those early 
times.”  Here are the colorful details of 
that day gleaned from his narrative:

“Kilburn and his son, John… a man 
named Peak and his son, were returning 
home from work about noon… when 
one of them discovered the red legs of 
the Indians among the alders ‘as thick as 
grasshoppers.’ They instantly made for 
the house, fastened the doors, and began 
to make preparations for an obstinate 

defense. Besides these four men, there 
were in the house Kilburn’s wife and 
his daughter Hetty… In about fifteen 
minutes the Indians were seen crawling 
up the bank east of the house, and as 
they crossed a foot path, one by one, one 
hundred and ninety-seven were counted; 
and about the same number remained in 
ambush near the mouth of Cold river.”  

At about the same time, “Bellows and 
his men (about thirty in number) were 
returning home with each a bag of meal 
on his back, when their dogs began to 
growl and show symptoms of an enemy’s 
approach… He ordered all his men to 
throw down their meal, advance to the 
rise, carefully crawl up the bank, spring on 
their feet, give one whoop and instantly 
drop into the sweet ferns. This maneuver 
had the desired effect; for as soon as the 
whoop was given the Indians all arose 
from their ambush… This gave his men 
a fine chance for a shot… [which] so 
disconcerted the plans and expectations 
of the Indians that they darted away into 
the bushes without firing a gun.

“The Indians next appeared on the 
eminence east of Kilburn’s house, when 
the same “old devil,” Philip, who had 
visited him the summer before, came 
forward, and, screening himself behind 
a tree, called out to those in the house 
to surrender, ‘Old John, young John’ says 
he, I know you, come out here ‘ We give 
ye good quarter!’ Quarter!... ‘ You black 
rascals, begone or we’ll quarter you… 
Philip then returned to his companions 
and after a few minutes’ consultation 
the war whoop commenced… The 
Indians rushed forward to the work of 
destruction; and probably no less than 
four hundred bullets were lodged in 
Kilburn’s house at the first fire… Kilburn 
and his men were by no means idle. Their 
powder was already poured into hats for 
the convenience of loading in a hurry…
The women, with true Grecian firmness, 
assisted in loading the guns, and when 
their stock of lead grew short they had 
the forethought to suspend blankets in 
the roof of the house to catch the balls of 
the enemy, which were immediately run 
into bullets by them and sent back to the 
savages… 

“All the afternoon one incessant firing 
was kept up, till nearly sundown, when 
the Indians began to disappear; and as 
the sun sank behind the western hills the 
sound, of the guns and the cry of the war 
whoop died away in silence. This day’s 
reencounter proved an effectual check 
to the expeditions of the Indians and 
induced them immediately to return to 
Canada.”

Thus, the Indian’s advance in the 
Connecticut River Valley was now stopped  
--- 257 years ago in Walpole.

The Kilburn marker from a post card  
mailed in 1915
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Horsethieves
As members of the “Horesthieves” our 

first duty is to enjoy good fun, good food 
and good fellowship. Our “second” duty is 
to show up at the annual meeting, to be 
held this year, on Saturday January 19th 
at 7:00 pm at the Town Hall.

If you are an actual horsethief you 
should probably skip it, since all 266 of 
us are sworn to ride after you and bring 
you to justice. And that goes for pilferers 
of hen roosts and clotheslines too! And, 
just in case you are doubtful that any of us 
could find a horse, let alone get on top of 
one, I’m here including a picture of one of 
our riders arriving at our Annual Banquet 
this past September, Sheldon Sawyer up.

So, why an annual meeting of the  
Horsethieves? That’s where we review 
the minutes of the past meeting, get an 
update from our treasurer, and review the 
banquet of this past September to glean 
any lessons learned so we can make the 
next banquet even better. Putting on 
that banquet was a pretty big deal and 
your current officers are pretty well 
pooped (at least I am). So, this is when 
we elect younger and brighter officers for 
the coming year (younger and brighter 
shouldn’t be too hard!).

And the whole meeting takes about 15 
to 20 painless minutes. Recall our mission: 
good fun and good fellowship (but no 
food this time, since the meeting doesn’t 
last long enough to even open a bag 
of chips!). The good fun and fellowship 
remains, of course, along with good-
natured ribbing and bad (but clean) 
jokes. 

And, if you have not yet joined our 
ancient (1816 is pretty ancient) and 
venerable society, come to the meeting 

on January 19th – and don’t forget to 
bring the  $2.00 for your lifetime dues! 

For those suffering a compelling 
urge to immediately join in the fun and 
fellowship, call Charley Blount: 756-3243 
or email cblount586@gmail.com or Lewis 
LaClair at 756-0001 (really) – llaclair@
advancedrisk.com.

In any event, remember our “second” 
duty – show up at the annual meeting.

     – Charley Blount

Sheldon Sawyer ready to ride…
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Granted, cemetery cruising may 
fall under the “making your own fun” 
category in the way that shadow puppets 
and barn raisings passed for amusement 
before the advent of television. But what 
keeps Erin and I endlessly captivated 
isn’t a macabre communing with the 
dead but the remarkable things you can 
learn about a culture from studying the 
microcosm of a cemetery (remember, we 
are both anthologists).

When Erin and I are out and about, we 
have several categories a headstone can 
fit into. If it is a suitable example, we’ll 
photograph it for the collection. Knowing 
full well that hanging out in a field full 
of dead people can get depressing, we 
do like to keep it light. We are always on 
the look out for weird names. Some of 
the top contenders: Coolidge Butterfield, 
Montroville O. Witherwell, Clemons 
Leland, Shattuck Blood, Icabod Hitchcock 
and Orange Judd. 

I also have a running list of what I call 
“Fire and Brimstone” names, usually for 
women.  These all roughly hail from the 
first part of the turn of the 19th century, 
are generally outrageous biblical names 
like Mehitable, Vashti and Bathsheba. 
There is also a strain of female names 
that are tangentially biblical, in that they 
reference a characteristic I imagined 
the parents hoped to imbue their baby 
with: Patience, Temperance, Deliverance, 
Thankful and even Freelove. They don’t 
exactly roll off the tongue but they are 
easily cutened up with a nickname “Patty 
or Lovey.” But then there is a wild subclass 
of these names that are reserved for 
severe old bitties: Vice, Submit, Silence, 
Mindwell and Obedience. Women with 
these type of names must have worn their 

hair in tight buns, had hunched shoulders 
and furtive, darting eyes from years of 
oppression, feeling accused of misdeeds 
by the act of someone simply calling out 
their name.

Beyond the inherent silliness of names, 
Erin and I also really enjoy studying 
gravestone carvings for both the 
information they contain and as art. The 
general layout of the stone would see a 
large motif carved at the top of the stone. 
These motifs change over time with style 
and taste of the public. Beginning in 
the early 1700s in this area, we see skull 
and crossbones, which over time morph 
into winged skulls, which then change 
into winged cherubs, which change into 
faces or figures, sometimes with sun 
rays around the head. Tastes change 
dramatically around the late 1700s to 
early 1800s to the  willow and urn motif, 
which is sometimes done with a seated 
figure under the willow. Under the top 
motif, there is the individuals name, birth 
and death dates, reference to a relation 
(child of or wife or husband of so-an-so), 
and often followed by a poem or specific 
reference to how the person died. 

Continued from Page 1: Nerds 

Carvings on gravestone have long been 
considered “folk art”, the skill acquired 
through an apprenticeship with another 
carver, learning how to work slate, then 
later marble or limestone, but no real 
professional art training. While this may be 
technically true, I would be hard pressed 
to find a more beautifully carved stone 
than one in the Walpole Cemetery in town 
(photo on p.1): “Erected in memory of Mr. 
Issac Barron French, who died March 16, 
1813 on his journey from Palmyra NY to 
Hollis NH, age 66”. Every inch of this stone 
is covered with the most intricate and 
detailed carving I think I have ever seen. 
We were amazed at the amount of time 
and level of craftsmanship that went into 
this stone. It would not be a stretch to call 
what was achieved on this stone, art.

But the “art” of this stone not 
withstanding, the contents of Mr. French’s 
story should not be overlooked. The 
touching thing about the headstones of 
this time period is how richly detailed 
they are about the person they are meant 
to commemorate. In a few short lines we 
learn a lot about this man, where he lived, 
where he died and some about how he 

Rebecca Park headstone, Grafton, Vermont…
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died, “on a journey”. We’ve come across 
other headstones from the region that are 
quite up front about how the person died: 
falling out of a tree, a tree falling on them, 
struck my lightening, falling off of a horse, 
drowning. By comparison, what you see 
in a modern cemetery is much more 
reserved and polite, often just their name 
and birth/death dates. But in the 1700s 
and 1800s death was, pardon the clique, 
part of life. With no antibiotics or vaccines, 
there was nothing preventing a simple 
cut from turning gangrenous, nothing 
preventing small pox, influenza, cholera, 
diphtheria from wiping out the old and 
the young. Death from infectious disease 
is not usually referenced as boldly as a 
lightening strike, but its evidence is clear 
enough when observing death dates of 
siblings that are within weeks or months 
of one another. Often children who died 
close together will share a headstone 
and Erin and I have seen as many as three 
siblings on one stone.

Perhaps the most heartbreaking stone 
we have ever seen was in the Burgess 
Cemetery in Grafton, Vermont. The stone 
was that of Rebecca Park, carved in 1803 
by Moses Wright. Rebecca was 40 years old 
when she died, either during or soon after 
the birth of her fifteenth child, Thomas 
Park Jr, with whom she is buried. What 
is remarkable about Rebecca’s story isn’t 
that she had fifteen children, it is that she 
had only one who lived. The headstone 
on their grave is sweet, somber and 
heartbreaking. The stone is split into two 
halves, one for Rebecca which has a face-
figure carved at the top and the other for 
the thirteen infants that did not live, each 
represented by a face-figure growing out 
of a stylized tree. Between the two halves 
is another face-figure, likely representing 
the last infant, Thomas Park, Jr. 

What Erin and I do in our spare time 
might not make sense to most of you, 
but from a strictly anthropological view, 
cemeteries are a great place to catch a 
slice of history and what happened to 
long ago individuals socially, biologically, 
geographically and in some cases, 
personally. Who did they marry, where did 
they live, when did they die, how did they 
die? Certainly, most of that information 
could be found in a book but there is 
something about being out in a cemetery, 
standing face to face with someone’s final 
resting place. With very few exceptions, 
Erin and I are the only ones there. We take 
our time and read every name. Though 
we never knew any other these people, 
for a moment, we remember them. 

Okay, one last name: Durien S. Tinker. 
Yup. Stinker.       – Gail Golec

The Bellows Falls Opera House

Classic Film Series 

Wednesday Evenings: 7pm 
Adults: $4.00 

Students & Seniors: $2.50

January: Great Westerns
January 2 

How the West Was Won
January 9 
High Noon
January 16 

The Good, The Bad & The Ugly
January 23 

The Outlaw Josey Wales
January 2 

Unforgiven

603-463-3964

Walpole Farmers Market 
Holiday and Winter Schedule
The Walpole Farmers Market (WFM) will 

hold monthly winter markets every third 
Saturday, January through April, 2013 
from 11 am to 1 pm in the Town Hall.

To receive up-to-date news about 
upcoming markets and weather 
cancellations, visit the WFM website 
(walpolefarmersmarket.com) and sign 
up for email updates (top right on the 
page). You can also find more information 
about the market, its schedule and its 
vendors on the website. If you can’t 
find what you’re looking for, email  
jill@walpolefarmersmarket.com or call 
756-3168.        – Jill Robinson
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TheWalpole Clarion
is published monthly for the Walpole 

community. Submissions about community 
events and achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features. 
Article submissions should be sent to: 

walpoleclarion@gmail.com

Ad submissions should be sent to: 
Ads@walpoleclarion.com

February issue deadline: January 24

 Staff:  Jan Kobeski  
   Barbara Kasper 
   Ray Boas 
   Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion  
can be found at our website:

www.walpoleclarion.com

Letters
Mail Subscriptions Available
Heading south for the winter? 

Have a family member in the armed 
services? Know someone out of 
town who would like to keep up 
with Walpole happenings? We will 
be happy to send the Clarion by 
first class mail each month to out-of-
town addresses. New subscriptions 
are available as follows: 3 months 
for $5; 6 months for $8; or a full 
year for $15. (Current subscriptions 
continue at the original rate.)  A 
check made payable to the Clarion 
along with address information 
can be mailed to PO Box 757, 
Walpole, NH 03608, or stop  
by Costume Ladies at 54 Main St.

Deadline Reminder
For anyone wishing to promote an 

event or submit an article to the Clarion, 
please keep the following in mind:

• Our goal is to mail the Clarion as close 
to the 1st of each month as possible – 
weekends and holidays permitting. 

• Usually, that means the newsletter must 
go to press somewhere around the 26th 
or 27th of the month.

• If we mail on the 1st, some readers will 
not receive the newsletter for another day 
or two. For this reason, our calendar looks 
6 weeks ahead, so events in the first week 
of the following month are included.

Ergo, if you are submitting an item for 
an event scheduled after the 4th or 5th of 
a month, getting it to us by the deadline 
of the preceding month (e.g., by Jan. 
24th for an event after the first week of 
February) will ensure timely publication.

However, an event early in the 
month – 1st through the 5th – needs 
to be submitted by the deadline 
two months in advance (e.g., by 
January. 24th for an event scheduled 
for March 1st). Unfortunately, 
submissions that make perfect sense 
for a daily or weekly newspaper 
– 3 weeks before an event – are 
actually too late if they arrive after 
the Clarion has gone to press… or if 
they promote something on the first 
of the upcoming month, since our 
readers won’t read about it in the 
Clarion till after it has occurred.

We look forward to your submissions 
and hope the above guidelines prevent 
any future disappointments. 

To the Walpole EMTs,
Your prompt and gentle care on the 

Sunday before Christmas is very much 
appreciated, Tony, Dennis, Ryan and Herb. 
We residents of the town are so lucky to 
have you all.  

With deepest gratitude,
Barbara Kasper
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Walpole Schools
. PLAYGROUND

Interested in seeing changes to your 
child’s playground? Would you like to 
have more afterschool activities? The 
Walpole Parent Teacher Group meeting 
January 15, at 6:30 pm at the Walpole 
Primary School will discuss playground 
committee and afterschool activities.

. COMMON CORE
Walpole parents may notice changes 

to instruction and testing in our schools. 
In July of 2010, the New Hampshire State 
Board of Education adopted the Common 
Core State Standards (CCSS), which are 
a national set of learning expectations 
for college and career success that 
were developed by teachers, parents, 
school administrators, and education 
experts. New Hampshire is one of 46 
states that has adopted the CCSS. These 
newly-adopted standards provide a 
consistent, clear understanding of what 
students are expected to learn in K-12 
math and language arts. While there are 
many similarities between the existing 
state standards and the CCSS, there are 
changes in what content is emphasized 
and the grade in which the content is 
taught.

Please Support  
Our Advertisers

Adopting the CCSS will raise the bar 
in all grades to ensure that our students 
are receiving a relevant and rigorous 
education. The adoption of the CCSS 
means that children will be better prepared 
to meet the demands of college and work 
place in the 21st century. For additional 
information, please go to www.education.
nh.gov/spotlight/ccss/index.htm.

. COMMITTEE VOLUNTEERS?
The FMRSD Policy Committee is seeking 

parents and community members who 
are inerested in becoming members. The 
Policy Committee meets on a monthly basis 
at 6 pm in the FMRHS Library and reviews 
established policies as well as new policies 
presented by the administration.

If you are interested, please contact Misty 
Bushee, Assistant to the Superintendent, at 
826-7756 or mbushee@sau60.org.

CONTACT
Walpole Primary, Grades K-1 

Telephone 756-4241 
Hours 8:20-3:05 

North Walpole, Grades 2-4 
Telephone 445-545 

Hours 8:20-2:55 
Walpole Elementary, Grades 5-8 

Telephone 756-4728 
Hours 8:20-3:10

North Meadow Plaza, Rte 12, Walpole
Tuesday - Saturday 10:30am - 4pm

Nov. 25 - Dec 23, opeN SuNDayS 11am-3pm

Winter Specials: Clam Chowder, Chili,
Steak Bombs, Pulled Pork Sandwiches
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The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole   Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Murray’s Restaurant, Walpole Wash ‘N Dry,  

Real to Reel, Walpole Town Hall & Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls. 

On a snowless Christmas Eve, townspeople gathered for the 
traditional live Nativity on the Town Common…

…just a few days before two storms  
coated the Common for New Year’s Eve. 


