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Grange Salutes Peggy Pschirrer
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The Walpole Grange held its annual 
awards night, Tuesday, May 20, at the 
Walpole Town Hall.  The Grange (officially 
The National Grange of the Order of 
Patrons of Husbandry) is a fraternal 
organization, founded December 4, 
1867, as the first organized movement 
in the US to promote the economic and 
political well-being of the agricultural 
community.  Walpole’s Grange had its 
first meeting on December 15, 1887.

Master Gwen Yardley emceed the 
evening, introducing the presenters and 
award recipients.  Honored were Tom 
Ronning (Educator Award); Lois Ford and 
Lou Ciercielli, of Bellows House Bakery, 
(Business Award); the McGill Family and 
Twin Spruce Farm (Agriculture Award); 
and North Walpole’s Fire Chief Ed 
Hasselmann, who was not able to attend, 
(Firefighter Award). The 2014 Community 
Citizen Award was presented to Peggy 
Pschirrer.

along with other Walpole residents and businesses

Faithful Readers:
The July issue of the Clarion will be 

arriving later than our usual first-of-
the-month effort. There are several 
reasons for this delay. First, we feel it’s 
important to cover all the festivities 
surrounding Old Home Days, which 
won’t wrap up until June 29. Second, 
the good folks at Village Printers are 
taking a well-deserved vacation and 
the shop will be closed from June 
30 to July 7. The confluence of these 
events makes it impossible to deliver 
a comprehensive July issue before at 
least July 10. 

Old Home Days
First celebrated in 1899, Walpole Old 

Home Days has been a town tradition 
ever since.  The 2014 edition has 
something for everyone. See you there!

Schedule of Events
Friday, June 20 through Sunday, June 29
The Walpole Players present 
A Long Weekend in New Hampshire, 
directed by Gail Golec. Four 
performances: June 20, 21, 26 & 28; 
curtain at 7pm, Town Hall.

Wednesday, June 25
5:30 - 8:30pm: Block Party hosted  
by Connecticut River Bank, N.A. & The 
Walpole Foundation. Connecticut River 
Bank Parking Lot, with music by The 
Illusion

Friday, June 27
4 - 6pm: Farmers Market 
5 - 8pm: Talent Show sponsored by  
the Savings Bank of Walpole.  
In Congregational Church. Sign up with 
Kathy Hanks in advance, awards given 
right after performance.

Community Citizen Award recipient 
             Peggy Pschirrer.

Memorial Day
It’s easy to get a feeling of déjà vu at 

a Walpole Memorial Day ceremony. The 
route is lined with clumps of residents 
and American flags on poles (and some 
in the hands of small children). The 
school band wears blue, plays with great 
earnestness and really doesn’t care about 
being in step. The JROTC color guard and 
cadets do. A small but proud group of 
veterans is near the head of the parade, 
some in uniform, most not. There are fire 
trucks and emergency vehicles – and 
lots of flashing lights. Then we gather 
on the Common, where some words are 
spoken; a wreath is laid; Taps is played by 
a distant bugle. It’s been this way for a 
long time. It’s familiar, and simple… and 
exactly the way it should be.
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Fall Mountain High School Principal 
Tom Ronning has been an educator for 
twenty-eight years.  In accepting his 
award he said, “I am accepting this on 
behalf of all the people at the high school.”  
He pointed out that it was a team effort, 
and he could not be successful without 
the support of everyone involved.  
Receiving the 2014 Agriculture Award 
was the McGill family. With 128 acres on 
Wentworth Road, Marjorie McGill and her 
son Ken and his family raise replacement 
and contract heifers for other farmers.  
In addition they sell feed and maple 
products.  

The Bellows House Bakery received 
the 2014 Business of the Year award.  At 
the plant in North Walpole, Lou Ciercielli 
and Lois Ford operate their private label 
bakery, shipping cookies and brownies 
throughout the world to their wholesale 
customers.  The bakery business grew out 
of the fervent appreciation for the cookies 
Lois baked and left for guests at their 
former bed and breakfast establishment.  
Demand grew and the bakery became 
so busy that Lois and Lou no longer had 
time for the bed and breakfast. Now it 
takes 11 full-time employees to meet 
their customers’ needs.

Since arriving in Walpole, Peggy 
Pschirrer has contributed her talents in 
many capacities.  In addition to serving 
on the Zoning Board of Adjustment, 
Peggy is the Trustee of the Trust Funds. 
In presenting the award, Kathy Yardley 
read, “In 2011, Peggy was appointed 
chair of the Hooper Study Committee; 
and it is her hard work, dedication and 
leadership on this committee that is the 
reason we are here tonight to honor 
and celebrate her.  Peggy’s extensive 
knowledge and leadership skills have 
competently guided the committee 
to present a recommendation to the 
board of selectmen regarding the sale 

of the Hooper Golf Course property, and 
to continue the process by overseeing 
the Hooper Preservation Fund, which is 
now raising money for the conservation 
easement.  Thank you, Peggy for caring 
about Walpole, its citizens and our way of 
life; and thank you for all of your efforts.”

   – Ray Boas

The next Grange meeting is Wednesday, 
June 11 at 7 pm in Town Hall, with a  

Penny Social and No-Bake Pie contest.

(From left) Tara Sad, Hope and Ken McGill listen  
as Gwen Yardley reads the Agriculture Award. 

Tom   Ronning, Educator of the Year

Lou Ciercielli and Lois Ford

GranGe photos: ray Boas
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Horse Thieves 
Annual Meeting: 
“Riders” Honored & Officers Elected

The Walpole Horse Thieves had 
another exciting annual meeting on 
Saturday evening, January 18, 2014 – 
and despite the April Fools Day article in 
a prior edition of the Clarion, there were 
no chickens present!  

Our records indicate this meeting was 
the 179th annual meeting, but it also 
marked the beginning of our 199th year. 
Officers elected for 2014 are:  Sheldon 
Sawyer, President; David Westover, 
Treasurer; Ray Boas, Auditor; Lewis LaClair, 
Clerk. The following are members of the 
“committee”: Bill Houghton, Bob Kimball, 
Charlie Blount and Randy Daniels.  

The high point of the evening was 
the time taken to honor the Society’s 
“Riders.” In the old days, these would 
have been the vigorous horsemen who 
would pursue any misguided individuals 
who attempted to rustle a horse, clothes 
line or chicken coop. Many years ago, 
we began honoring our longest-serving 
members by listing them as our “Riders.”  
Four of our Riders were present at the 
meeting, and were honored with an 
enthusiastic round of applause: Dr. I. 
Tucker Burr, Randy Daniels, Sheldon 
Sawyer and Henry Fletcher. We are 
including a picture of these hardy riders 
who assure us they are ready to carry out 
their duties at any time.  We understand 

that a substantial contingent of our 
Riders were in Florida on January 18.  
We assume they were there helping the 
good citizens of Florida combat a wave 
of pilfering.  

Our Riders on January 18 were led by 
Harold S. Putnam, our most senior rider 
who joined the Horse Thieves in 1955 (59 
years ago!), followed by Richard Collins, 
Charles “Chic” Miller, Greg Macri, Bill 
Fletcher, Dr. I Tucker Burr, Randy Daniels, 
John Hubbard, Sheldon Sawyer, Henry 
Fletcher, David Chickering, and Robert 
Graves.  

The remainder of our meeting was 
taken up with a lively discussion of ideas 
for our biennial banquet.  The officers are 

still working on the details at this time, 
and you should check the July edition 
of the Clarion for further information.  
However, we will share one tidbit:  the 
speaker will be NH Fish & Game biologist 
Ted Walski.  

Membership in the Walpole Horse 
Thieves society is open to any man 18 
years or older who lives in Walpole, 
who pays a $2 lifetime fee and signs the 
membership book. If you are interested in 
joining please contact Lewis LaClair, Clerk 
(756-0001, or LLaclair@Advancedrisk.
com) or Sheldon Sawyer, President (756-
3404).    – Lewis LaClair

WRAP
Volunteerism is the topic for this 

month’s WRAP report. In order to get 
the real scoop on volunteers, I decided 
to “drop in” at the recycling center, hang 
around with a volunteer for a couple of 
hours and gather enough material for 
this report. 

I thought because I had volunteered 
at the recycling center back when the 
only material to recycle was glass (clear, 
green and brown), newspapers and 
aluminum and tin cans that I could just 
pick up information on the fly.  What a 
misconception that was!  First, I didn’t 
get there as early as I had planned, so I 
had only a short time with volunteer, 
Logan Deschaine.  However, in that short 
time I was amazed by the amount of 
recycling knowledge he passed along 
to me. He put me to work straight away 
separating aluminum cans, deposit from 
non-deposit.  Non-deposit cans go in 
one place, while cans for deposit are put 
in box tops (according to size) and racked 
in yet another place. The center gets a 
substantial sum from deposit returns 

so it’s worth it to pay attention.  Then 
Logan had to leave, so Greg Given and 
Paul Clark took over and tried to steer 
me in the right direction. Next up, Greg 
showed me how to work on plastics.  All 
plastic has to be separated by #1 PETE, #2 
White and #2 Mixed. For the next ninety 
minutes I worked on the plastic bins -
- with many, many questions answered 
very patiently by Paul and Greg. 

After 2 hours, I came away with so much 
respect for the work staff and volunteers 
do that I am inspired to arrange a time 
with Maggie Kyle to have a tour and 
training, and volunteer regularly at the 
center.  A few words about the “other 
side of the counter”:  the space is clean 
and bright, there is heat in the winter, 
and a nice restroom. The two Pauls and 
Greg are just as helpful and pleasant 
to the volunteers as they are with the 
recycling public. Then, there is the social 
aspect to volunteering:  someone you 
know is always passing through to say, 
“Hi, how’s it going?”  This is a win-win 
situation, good for you and good for the 
town. If you ask why people volunteer, 

many times that’s the answer you get:  
good for me, good for the town. Perhaps 
that’s one of the reasons Walpole has 
such a well-deserved reputation for 
volunteerism.  

Signing up to volunteer is easy.  Check 
out the webpage; it’s full of information 
on volunteer schedules and Maggie 
Kyle’s contact information.  Or drop in to 
the center and fill out a form – it’s only 
two hours a month. In the grand scheme 
of things, it does seem doable.  An 
added incentive/reward that’s making 
a come-back is a free lunch each for 
three lucky volunteers every month at 
local restaurants. Stay tuned for more 
information.            

– Carolyn Norback

photo: Lewis LaCLair

Riders Henry Fletcher, Sheldon Sawyer,  
Dr. I. Tucker Burr, and Randy Daniels.
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The Bellows Falls Opera House

 

Wednesday Evenings: 7pm

All Tickets $5.00

June: Music & Laughter
June 4 

Meet Me in St. Louis
June 11 

A Star is Born
June 18 

High Society
June 25 

Kiss Me Kate

802-463-3964

Summer Reading
Fizz, Boom, Read: Walpole Library 
kicks off summer reading program

The Walpole Town Library is gearing up 
for this year’s Summer Reading Program.

Join us on Saturday, June 28 for a 
LEGO Program. Watch for our other great 
events later in the summer, including a 
visit from a zoo, loads of craft projects 
and an explosion of other stories and 
activities.

The Summer Reading Program runs 
from June 28 until August 9 and is open 
to all. Sign up and join the fun. Questions? 
Call 756-9806 or email librarydirerctor@
walpoletownlibrary.org.      

–Jennifer Kelly

Butterfly Release… 
…and Salute to Local Veterans

The Third Annual Butterfly Release 
in Butterfly Park will be held on Friday, 
June 27 at 4:00 pm at 320 Marlboro Street 
in Keene (next to HCS). This year’s event 
will feature a salute to all local military 
veterans, and a special ceremony to 
honor local veterans currently under 
hospice care as part of the We Honor 
Veterans program.

We Honor Veterans is a pioneering 
program developed by the U.S. 
Department of Veterans Affairs and the 
National Hospice and Palliative Care 
Organization to train hospice nurses and 
social workers to best serve clients who 
are military veterans – to guide the area’s 
veterans and their families through 
their life stories toward a more peaceful 
ending.

All are welcome to attend. RSVP by 
June 25 by calling Karen Campbell at 
352-2253.  Reserve a butterfly to release 
in honor or memory of a loved one by 
visiting www.HCSservices.org/events by 
June 20, or by calling the number above.

For more information, contact 
Marilyn Shriver at 352-2253 mshriver@
HCSservices.org).

Benefit 5K
The Second Annual Healthy Start 5K 

to benefit the Maternal and Child Health 
Program at HCS will be held on Saturday, 
June 14 at 8:30 am.  The race and walking 
events will start and finish at HCS’s 312 
Marlboro Street office in Keene, featuring 
a fast, flat course around the HCS 
neighborhood. Families, strollers and 
baby carriages are encouraged!  Prizes 
will be awarded to the top finishers in 
all age categories; and every participant 
who registers by May 30 will receive a 
free t-shirt. Register for the 5K online at 
www.HCSServices.org.

Major funding for the Healthy Start 
5K is provided by Markem-Imaje, with 
additional support from C&S Wholesale 
Grocers and Connecticut River Bank. 

For more information contact Marilyn 
Shriver at 352-2253 or mshriver@
HCSservices.org.    
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5:30pm: Strawberry Shortcake  
by Tom Murray, 
In front of Murray’s Restaurant  $$
6 - 11pm:  Friday Night Street Dance 
sponsored by The Burns Family.  
Savings Bank of Walpole parking lot, 
across from the Tavern, Two Sets: First 
set 6-8pm, music by local Country 
Acoustic Trio Will Buchan, Shawn 
Keniston and Dwight Smith; Second Set 
8-11pm, by Rock and Roll Group Turn it 
Loose 
6 - 10pm: American Legion  
Food booth    $$
9:30pm: Fireworks 
Shot from North Road over Village

Saturday, June 28
7 - 9am: Academy Breakfast for all who 
attended the Academy and spouses. 
Prizes for youngest, oldest, longest 
distance travelled. Under tent on 
Historical Society lawn
7 - 9am:  McGrange’s 
Breakfast Sandwiches by The Grange     
In Town hall   $$
8:30am: 5K Race and Children’s Race  
(12 and under) Start/Finish at Walpole 
Town Hall, prizes.    $$ 
(benefits Fall Mountain running and 
skiing teams) 
10 - 8am: Walpole Community Pool 
Free to all
10am: Parade 
Starts at Walpole School. Prizes will 
be awarded for Most Humorous, Best 
Historical, Best use of “Country” Slogan, 
Best Action, Best Youth Exhibit, Best 
Business Entry
10am to 4pm: 4-H Petting Zoo 
Walpole Common
10am to 4pm: Common Displays for 
Walpole Non-profits…educational, 
fundraising and food.
Kid’s activities
10am to 4pm: Children’s Play Area and 
Equipment Display sponsored by Cold 
River Materials. In Savings Bank of 
Walpole Parking Lot.
11am to 4pm: Antique Vehicle Show 
Historical Society Lawn. Vote for your 
favorite car, truck and tractor.
12 – 4pm Firefighters Challenge 
Stone Church Field, Walpole Volunteer 
Fire Dept.
12 noon  Pet Show 
Children’s Categories: largest pet, 
smallest pet, longest tail, costume class, 
owner-pet look-alike, most enthusiastic 
pet owner, cutest pet, judges choice. 
Adult Categories: oldest pet, costume 
class, owner-pet look-alike, most 
enthusiastic pet owner - Roxy Memorial 
Trophy, Judges choice.
12 -3pm: Hay Rides around Town 

provided by John Tarmey Jr.
5:30pm: Baseball at Hubbard Park 
Walpole Wild Blue vs. Claremont 
Cardinals, Free to the public. 
Concession stand will be open  $$
7:30pm: Lou Andreoli Memorial  
Jazz Concert 
Hastings House Ballroom, featuring 
Atlas Soul: two sets and refreshments 
available   $$

Sunday, June 29
7:30 -11am: Pancake Breakfast 
Town Hall, (benefits Walpole Village 
School    $$
8:30am: Golf Tournament, Hooper 
Golf Club, to benefit Save the Hooper 
Committee    $$
1pm: Walpole Village School  
“Amazing Race” Starts at Town Hall. 
Sign up in advance  $$
4pm till sold out: Chicken Barbeque 
First Congregational Church $$
5:00pm: Band Concert, Sponsored by 
the Boy Scouts of Walpole The Walt 
Sayre Orchestra Featuring Rebecca Holtz. 
Donation basket will be passed 
* Presentation of parade awards  
and other drawings  
at intermission. 
Refreshments  
available           $$

Continued from Page 1:Old Home Days

Walpole Amazing Race 
Supports Walpole Village School:
Old Home Days 2014

Solve clues, perform challenges and 
tour the town as you compete for prizes 
in the Walpole Amazing Race. Teams of 
four must include at least one person 25 
years or older, with the other three team 
members being any age over 5. Special 
prize packages will be awarded to the 
top 3 teams. Put your winning team 
together today! Registration begins June 
1. Cost per team is $35 pre-registration 
($40 at the event). All proceeds go to the 
Walpole Village School. The Race starts 
on the Common at 1pm Sunday, June 29.  
It’s great fun for a great cause, but teams 
are limited, so get yours together now!  

Cash or Checks may be dropped off at 
Galloway Real Estate or mailed to:

The Walpole Village School 
Attn: Amazing Race Registration 
P.O. Box 63 
Walpole, NH 03608

Please make checks payable to Walpole 
Village School.

Amazing Race Registration Form
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am  
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Telos Whitfield  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 6 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 pm

All Saints Parish
First Holy Communion:  Four of our 

young children received their First 
Holy Communion on Saturday, May 10, 
at St. Peter Church with Father Steve 
celebrating the Holy Mass.  Sacrament of 
Confirmation: Four of our young adults  
received the Sacrament of Confirmation 
at St. Mary’s Church in Claremont with  
Bishop Peter A. Libasci, Bishop of 
Manchester, celebrating the Holy Mass and  
conferring the Sacrament. Congratulations  
to our First Holy Communicants and 
those who received the Sacrament of 
Confirmation. May God bless you and 
draw you close to Him every day!

There are still openings for the 
Pilgrimage to Canada, August 4-7, for 
$425 per person, double-occupancy.  We  
will visit the shrines of St. Anne-de-
Beaupre in Quebec, St. Joseph’s Oratory 
in Montreal, Sacred Heart Shrine in 
Sherbrooke, St. Benoit du Lac and more.  
The fare includes coach bus transportation  
from St. Mary’s Church in Claremont, two 
full meals a day, and accommodations 
with private facilities, taxes, etc. The 
Spiritual Director is our pastor, Father 
Steven Lepine. Call Juanita Sweet at 826-
4486, or email: juanitajoy@comcast.net.

The Knights of Columbus Council 6938 
will hold its Yard Sale in St. Catherine’s 
Church backyard July 19. The Knights 
are accepting donations; please contact 
Rich Chuda at 558-0702.

Pentecost Sunday is June 8. Our prayer 
is for the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
upon each one of us and the whole 
world. We have a great commission 
through this powerful gift to explain to 
all who will listen the powerful love that 
is life with Jesus Christ. May Our Risen 
Lord, who shed His Precious Blood on 
the Cross for the gift of our salvation, 
bless us all and may the Holy Spirit come 
with the power of His Love and renew 
the face of the earth.

Log onto our website for parish 
updates: www.allsaintsnh.net

   – Juanita Sweet

Farmers Market
Come to the Walpole Farmers Market 

on Friday afternoons from 4-6 pm on the 
Walpole Town Common. The farmers and 
vendors invite you to bring your family 
and relax. There will be live music most 
Fridays and delicious locally-prepared 
foods made from some of the freshest 
ingredients, grown right here. 

Stock up on staples for your family; the 
market features meats, cheeses, baked 
goods, breads, milk, maple syrup, and 
some of the freshest vegetables and 
produce you could ask for. Talk with the 
farmers and producers while you are at 
it. They can suggest new ways to prepare 
scrumptious meals for your family using 
ingredients with which you might not be 
as familiar… adventures in eating!

It’s wedding and graduation season, 
so you might just find the perfect 
handmade gift for that special event in 
someone’s life, or buy a bottle of locally-
made wine to add to their celebration.

The Great River 4-H Club will visit 
in June and bring some of its animal 
projects. Come meet these hard-working 
4-H members and learn about what they 
are doing this summer. On June 27, the 
market will host a Family Fun Night. Do 
you remember playing backyard games 
like Kick the Can or Red Rover? Well then, 
come to the market with your family and 
play. We will feature a scavenger hunt 
that allows families to learn more about 
local farmers and local foods. 

So, plan to bring your folding chair 
and your family; shop, eat, and unwind 
listening to some great local music. 
There just isn’t a better way to spend a 
Friday evening than that!

For additional Information about the 
Walpole Farmers Market, please visit 
the website, Walpolefarmersmarket.
com, or follow them on Facebook. For 
questions, please contact Holly Gowdy 
at 445-5104, or by email at Holly@
Walpolefarmersmarket.com
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None of the young participants seemed 
to mind the back-breaking work… 

Walpole Players
A Long Weekend in New Hampshire

It is almost curtain time for The 
Walpole Players’ Old Home Days 2014 
production! First performances will 
be Friday and Saturday, June 20 and 
21, the week before Old Home Days. 
Once the festivities begin, the play will 
be performed Thursday, June 26 and 
Saturday, June 28.  The curtain will rise 
at 7 pm.

This year’s original play, written and 
directed by Gail Golec, is entitled A Long 
Weekend in New Hampshire. This light-
hearted offering, in four self-contained 
acts, presents entertaining vignettes of 
country life in New Hampshire (maybe 
even Walpole). Act I – Life in 4/4 Time 
– follows a day in the hectic life of a 
modern young family; Act II – The Funeral 
–  shows a family coming together after 
a funeral and sharing old stories; Act III 
– The Farmstand – pokes gentle fun at 
events surrounding an ordinary day at 
the local vegetable stand; and Act IV 
– The Lumberman, The Farmer and The 
Fisherman – is the ‘dramatic’ recitation of 
an epic poem (with footnotes). 

The cast of 27 people includes, besides 
familiar Walpole Players, a number of 
new members joining the Players for 
the first time.  Gail recently reported, 
“rehearsals are really going well and 
the cast is excited about the show and 
looking forward to opening night!”

Tickets are $10 for adults, and $5 for 
under 12 years of age, and are available at 
Galloway Real Estate, Real to Reel Video, 
Murray’s, Costume Ladies, and Village 
Square Booksellers.                – Ray Boas

Theater Camp
This summer, again under the astute 

leadership of Jim Skofield and Carolyn 
Norback, area youth will be able to attend 
the 5th Annual Summer Theater Camp for 
youngsters entering the second through 
eighth grades. Many of the “campers” 
have attended all previous seasons, and 
have now graduated to the senior group 
(fifth through eighth grades). This has 
left some coveted vacancies in this year’s 
Junior Summer Theater Camp (second 
through fourth grades).

Camp for the junior students will meet 
for the week of  July 7, beginning that 

Monday from 9:00 - 11:30 am. The campers’ 
theater skills will be developed using 
games, improvisations and coaching. 
On the final day (Friday), the younger 
campers will present a performance for 
campers’ families and friends.

If you would like to enroll a child 
(entering second through fourth grade) 
in the week-long camp, please contact 
Carolyn at norbackcarolyn@gmail.com,  
or 756-9077. The Walpole Players’ 
Summer Theater Camp is offered free of 
charge to area children.           

– Ray Boas

NOW HIRING!
YOUR HELP IS NEEDED!

NO PAY  
(but the fringe benefits 

are invaluable)

If you have 11/2 hours to spare  
on either  

Tuesday or Friday morning,   
We are in need of a person  
to deliver “Meals on Wheels”  

to elderly folks  
in the Walpole area.

PLEASE CONTACT  
Krystyna Marcom @ 756-4509  

for further details.

THIS IS A “FEEL GOOD” 
COMMUNITY  SERVICE.
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Hooper Institute
There is still time to sign up for summer 

camps sponsored by the Hooper Institute 
for elementary age children.  There is 
open enrollment for both the camp for 
younger children (those entering grades 
1-4) and Adventure Camp for those 
entering grades 5-8.  

Woodworking camp for 5th-8th 
graders is full.

Camp for students entering 1st 
through 4th grades meets from 9 till 
noon during the week of June 23 and 
June 30.  Over this nine-day period, 
children participate in hands-on activities 
and outdoor exploration at the Hooper 
Institute.  Walpole high school students 
act as counselors under the direction of 
Rebecca Whippie.  Each morning’s lesson 
is based on a Hooper subject, such as 
farming, trees, flowers, soil and nature 
study.  

Adventure Camp for students entering 
5th through 8th grades will happen five 
mornings, beginning the week of June 
23.  We will hike up the Academy Ravine, 
Fall Mountain and Kingsbury Mountain.  
On Wednesday, we’ll take a break for a 
cookout at the Hooper Shelter.  Friday, 
we’ll finish with a bike-hike that will take 
us to the Connecticut River to explore 
and, hopefully, swim. 

Camp brochures and sign-up sheets are 
available in the drop box by the Hooper 
Institute front door at 165 Prospect Hill 
Road.  If you have questions, call 756-
4382.  The camps are free of charge to 
Walpole residents, although free-will 
donations are gratefully accepted. 

   – Eloise Clark

Hooper Golf Club
Hooper Golf Club has two major events 

in June which everyone is invited to 
attend.

On Sunday, June 22, we will once 
again hold a Save Hooper Tournament.  
All money raised through entry fees, 
sponsorship, donations, etc., will go 
towards helping Hooper Golf Club 
through this challenging time.  Hooper 
is an integral part of Walpole and your 
participation and/or generosity will 
perpetuate its tradition.  This event is a 4-
person scramble format.  The entry fee is 
$100 per player, and includes a cart and 
a nice lunch on the Hooper porch.  Any 
donations to our silent auction would be 
greatly appreciated and all are welcome 
to attend.  

On Sunday, June 29, we will be having 
an Old Home Days Golf Tournament.  This 
will be a great way to show the Club to 
any guests coming up for the celebration.  
The Old Home Days Tournament will be 
an 8:30 am Shotgun Start with a Best Ball 
of 2 format.  Men’s, women’s or mixed 
teams are invited to compete with gross 
and net prizes: men and ladies closest 
to pin, and men and ladies long drive 
contest.  All prizes will be awarded at the 
band concert that evening.

This entry fee is $50 per player, and 
includes an embroidered Adidas™ 
Old Home Days golf shirt, as well as a 
donation to the Hooper Preservation 
Fund.  Non-members please add $25 for 
greens fees.  All entries for the Old Home 
Days Tournament must be received by 
Tuesday, June 3, in order for the shirts to 
be made in time.  Please do not delay in 
assembling your 2-player team. 

Pro’s Tip of the Month:  Align your 
body left of the target and swing the 
club at the target.  The ball goes where 
the path of the swing tells it to.

Please call the Pro shop at 756-4080 to 
reserve your space in the free ladies’ golf 
clinic Tuesday evenings at 7 pm.

Hooper G.C. Junior Golf Program
Hooper Golf Club invites all area 

junior golfers to its 2014 Junior Golf 
Program.  This year, the program will kick 
off on Thursday, June 26, and run every 
Thursday until August 14.  Start time is 
8 am for all.  

Inexperienced golfers will receive 
instruction, perform golf-specific 
exercises, as well as participate in games 
that will improve their golfing skills.  This 
group will finish at 9 am. 

Those junior golfers with more 
experience will play 9 holes and be 
involved in a competitive atmosphere 
to foster skill development.  Instruction 
will also be provided to this group on 
the course.  Hooper golf professional, 
Ron Rosko, PGA, together with his 
much-appreciated volunteers, will be 
instructing.

Last year, the program had a great 
turnout of an average of 30 kids every 
Thursday, and we are very much hoping 
to better that this year.  So - please 
involve your children in this program, 
free of charge thanks to the Savings Bank 
of Walpole & Hicks Machine.

Those with questions or for further 
information, please call 756-4080.

   – Ron Rosko
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...Walpole was among the first
New Hampshire towns celebrating Old 
Home Day in 1899? At the end of the 
19th century, urban centers with the 
promise of jobs and prosperity were 
attracting thousands of young New 
Hampshire sons and daughters away 
from their farms. Towns were shrinking, 
vacant farmhouses falling into disrepair, 
and fields returning to forests. Governor 
Frank West Rollins, concerned with New 
Hampshire’s sagging economy and 
migration of its inhabitants elsewhere, 
initiated Old Home Week in 1899 as 
an innovative measure to bolster the 
state’s economy. Instead of succumbing 
to despair, Governor Rollins decided to 
throw a party.

Rollins’ idea was simple. Hold a grand 
family reunion throughout the state 
of New Hampshire. His message said, 
“The residents of New Hampshire have 
conceived the idea of celebrating... Old 
Home Week, and of inviting every person 
who ever resided in New Hampshire, and 
the descendants of former residents, 
to return and visit the scenes of their 
youth and renew acquaintance with 
our people...” Representatives at the 
State House formed the Old Home Week 
Association with guidelines providing 
for local associations statewide. That 
first year 44 towns including Walpole, 
reported to the state that they had formed 
Old Home Week committees. Initially,  
the State of New Hampshire set the Old 
Home Day date, requesting post-event 
reports of activities held. Eventually, (in  

typical New Hampshire fashion) each 
town developed its own format and date 
and, in time, morphed the date to every 
two, three or five years.

In the state’s “Report of Old Home 
Week in New Hampshire August 26 
– September 1, 1899” it was declared 
that “Nowhere in the state was the real 
purpose and desire of the Old Home 

Week idea better achieved and fulfilled 
than at Walpole.” Three hundred and 
fifty-eight invitations were sent out 
with twelve hundred people attending 
the celebration, “an eighth of whom 
were former residents or the children 
of former residents, home for the day.” 
Walpole’s celebration was held on 
Wednesday, August 30, with a picnic and 
exercises in the Pines in Copley Amory’s 
pasture on the Drewsville Road – near 
the site where Flint and Twitchell were 
massacred in 1755.  

“The formal exercises opened at 2 pm 
with music by the Bellows Falls Cornet 
band. Rev. Frank W. Pratt of the Unitarian 
Church offered prayer, and Hon. T. Nelson 
Hastings, president of the association, 
gave a brief introduction, reading 
a message of congratulation from 
Governor Rollins. The first speaker was 
Hon. Josiah G. Bellows, who concluded 
his remarks with a poem for the day by 
Charles P. Howland of New York. The 
singing of America by the audience was 
followed by an address from Rev. John 
Barstow of Medford, Mass., a native of 
the town. Another honored native, Prof. 
Franklin W. Hooper of Brooklyn, N.Y., was 
heard with pleasure, and after a selection 
by the band, twenty-two children, 
drilled by Miss Lizzie M. Maynard, sang 
The Old, Familiar Place and The Linden 
Tree...Telegrams and letters of regret 
were received in large numbers and a 
few were read by the chairman... The 
exercises closed with the singing of Auld 
Lang Syne, benediction by Rev. E. A. Keep 
of the Congregational Church, and music 
by the band.”

Old Home Day was an immediate 
success in New Hampshire, and has 
continued to this day. Our neighbors in 
Maine and Vermont adopted the idea in 
1901, followed in 1906 by Connecticut 
and Massachusetts. The idea caught on 
elsewhere in the US and Canada. But, 
here in Walpole we can proudly say we 
have been “on board” with Old Home 
Days since its inception in 1899 – one 
hundred and fifteen years ago.
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Construction Photos Provided

The renovation project at the First 
Congregational Church, reported in the 
December 2013 and March 2014 issues 
of the Clarion, has come to a conclusion.  
Our goal to return the church sanctuary 
and fellowship hall to safe and pleasing 
spaces for worship and community 
gathering has been achieved.  

The work completed this winter ranks 
up there with the other major milestones 
of this church: erected in 1833, raised in 
1873, electrified in 1908, kitchen and 
rest room addition in 1952, basement 
excavated in 1962, addition for offices, 
kitchen renovation, and elevator all in 
2000.  The structural additions of new LVL 
beams and sisters joists have corrected 
the issues identified last summer which 
contributed to the bounce in the floor 

and the concerns about 
weight load.  The work 
completed by Blanc 
& Bailey Construction 
and EE Houghton 
Company has resulted 
in a safe environment, 
updated electrical and 
heating systems, and 
a remarkable finished 
space for members and 
friends of the church 
and community to use 
and enjoy for years to 
come.

Journey through a few of the photos 
presented here for a before, during, and 
after view of the fellowship hall.  Better 
yet, stop by the church and see what a 
wonderful space has been reborn.  The 
First Congregational Church will have 
an open house celebration on June 14 
from 3:00 to 5:00pm, to which we invite 
the members and friends of the church, 
community members, donors who 
helped support the financial costs, our 
contractor friends who did the work, and 
anyone who is interested in the church 
as a building or as a place to come and 
worship.

We offer our sincere thanks to all who 
have helped support this project. We also 
continue to accept donations to offset 
the $134,262.00 in costs to complete the 
renovation.                     

– Dale Woodward

Fellowship Hall Reopens with a Joyful Noise.Fellowship Hall Reopens with a Joyful Noise.

After Months of Renovation…After Months of Renovation…

Ajlan  
LaRock-Beer  
 opened the  
  show with  
   Stars &  
    the Moon. 

Sophia Bruzgis sings 
Castle in the Clouds 

Karen Coffey: Only You
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Janet Wilson, Marilyn Shriver, Kathy Yardley and  
Judy Spinella  blended their voices for Gonna Climb 
a Mountain.

The Shriver family 
charmed the  
audience with  
Down by the Bay. 

Jim Baucom:  
Back in the Saddle. 

Zac Casperson displayed his  
keyboard skills with Fur Elise  
and Clair de Lune. 

Addy Bateman (left) and Ella 
Bursky’s cup management skills 
were impressive. 

The newly-renovated Fellowship Hall 
was alive with people of all ages on the 
evening of Saturday, May 3.  The Annual 
Spring Cabaret took on new meaning 
this year as all donations were dedicated 
to the Spencer Harrington Fund.  Spencer 
is a fifth-grader at Walpole School who is 
awaiting a heart transplant.  Over $2400 
was donated!

The Cabaret was made special as 
several young people from the school 
sang or played an instrument for all to 
enjoy. In addition to the children, the 
evening featured several solos, duets, 
a trio, and a quartet; two family acts, a 
song which was “signed”, a piano solo, 
a children’s story, and the church choir’s 
rendition of Down to the River to Pray.  
During intermission, ice cream and 
homemade goodies were served.



P.12 Cal.



P.13 Cal.
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Book Review
As It Was…And Still Is…  
Walpole, New Hampshire

Reviewed by Tara Sad
I have had the pleasure of serving 

on the board of the Walpole Historical 
Society for more than 15 years, and have 
rummaged through the many boxes and 
file cabinets of photographs and other 
ephemera in the Museum’s collection.  
I thought I had seen everything there 
was to see on Walpole’s pictorial history.  
So when my friend and fellow board 
member, Ray Boas, asked me to write 
a review of his new book – As It Was…
And Still Is - Walpole, New Hampshire 
– I expected a small compilation of the 
same photographs I have seen many 
times over the years. To my complete 
surprise, I was in totally new territory as 
soon as I opened the front cover.  What a 
treat!  In this book, Boas takes the reader 
on a tour of our beautiful town – not 
with modern photographs, but with the 
amazing collection of antique postcards 
and stereographs he has been collecting 
for almost a decade. And the collection is 
outstanding.

In the first part of the book, with the 
help of designer Jan Kobeski, Boas 
divides the town into sections – ‘The 
Village and Main Street,’ ‘The Common,’ 
‘Depot Hill to North Walpole,’ etc.  Each 
section has a map with numbers, each 
number corresponding to a period 
postcard or stereograph from that 
place in days gone by. The photos are 
completely recognizable – the buildings, 
the houses and the Common are almost 
exactly as they were in these pictures 
taken 100 years ago or more. But there 
are differences; and it’s these differences 

that make the images so interesting.  
Kobeski has zoomed in on details in 
these old images that are stunning in 
their clarity. A group of three women 
relaxing by Fay Falls in the mid-1800s 
goes unnoticed in the original postcard 
until discovered through the magic of 
Kobeski’s computer wizardry.  

The second part of the book is a 
compilation of Did You Know That…’ 
articles, many of which have appeared 
in The Clarion.  Each of the twenty-four 
articles deals with a different aspect 
of Walpole’s history, painstakingly 
researched by Boas and illustrated by 
Kobeski; and each is a treasure trove of 
hidden gems that will delight the true 
history buff.  

In the final part of his book, Boas 
gives the reader a history of antique 
postcards and stereo views – the ‘emails’ 
and ‘YouTubes’ of yesteryear, if you will.  
He has detailed fascinating facts about 
the postal service and the public’s use of 
postcards as (in some cases) same-day 
communications!  From page 112: “One 
card in my collection was mailed in the 
am to a distant friend saying, ‘I will arrive 
on the 4pm train, please meet me.’” The 
volume is rich with such anecdotes; Ray 
is a true expert in the field.

Nine years in the compiling, As It Was…
And Still Is… Walpole, New Hampshire is 
cleverly laid out, pleasing to the eye and  
in full color. Each page is completely unique 
and charmingly arranged. Whether you  
are a native Walpolean or a recent 
transplant, you will love this book – a 
‘must-have’ for all lovers of Walpole and 
its history. 
*7pm, Tuesday, June 24 at The Walpole Historical 
Society, Boas and Kobeski will present an illustrated 
talk on the making of As It Was ... And Still Is.

Historical Society 
As part of the Old Home Days 

celebration, the Walpole Historical 
Society will host the Alumni Breakfast 
for graduates of the Walpole Academy 
School. Breakfast will be served from 7 - 
9am on Saturday, June 28. Alumni wishing 
to attend the breakfast are asked to 
contact Joan Larkin at 756-3078, or Sally 
McGaffigan at 445-2527, so we can plan 
to have plenty of food for all of you!  It’s a 
great way to start the day’s festivities.  

The WHS will have a booth on the 
Common where you can learn more 
about genealogy from Jeanne and Peter 
Jefferies. Also in the afternoon, there 
will be fun activities on the lawn at the 
Academy Building for children under 
the direction of Mary Lou Massucco. The 
Museum and Gift Shop will be open from 
10 am to 4 pm on this day. We hope you 
all will come and view the outstanding 
exhibit, A Glimpse of Walpole During the 
Roosevelt Years and browse through our 
Gift Shop.  Our museum exhibits are free 
and open to the public!

Upcoming Events:   Roosevelt Screening  
at the Bellows Falls Opera House 
Thursday, June 19. Save the date:  Second 
Annual Vintage Golf Outing on August 
2. More details coming soon on this fun 
event.           – Sally McGaffigan
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Walpole Wild Blue
 The Wild Blue launched its 2014 season 

with pre-game ceremonies honoring 
John Neal, Walpole native and lover of 
all things baseball who passed away in 
2013, and the singing of the National 
Anthem by regional recording artist 
Jandee Lee Porter.   

The game against Newport saw the 
Blue strike early with 4 runs in the first 
despite not getting a single hit. Newport 
closed the gap slightly in the top half 
of the 2nd with 2 runs, resulting from a 
couple of walks and timely hitting. The 
game stayed close until the Blue broke it 
open with 5 runs in the bottom half of 
the 5th inning, keyed by a 2-run single 
by Drew Davis, an RBI single by Frank 
Brown, and an RBI single by Ryan Kohler. 
Chris Ballou and Brian Pickering each 
added two singles.

Joey Parrott started the game, going 
6 innings, and getting the win. Frank 
Brown and Chris Ballou came on in relief. 
Final score Walpole 10, Newport 4.

On May 11, the Wild Blue travelled to 
Dummerston to take on the Brattleboro 
River Rats. The Blue struck early and 
often off Brattleboro starter Todd Bell, 
scoring in the 1st on a Chris Ballou 2-run 
home run; 4 in the 2nd; 5 in the 6th, and 
exploding for 11 runs in the 8th. Final 
score: 23-2. Joey Parrott got the win on 
the mound, going 6 innings, giving up 2 
runs while striking out 7.

Just about everyone had great day 
at the plate with 6 of the 9 starters 
recording at least 3 hits apiece. Notable 
performances were Gary Dennis (3-6, 1 
2B, 3 Runs, 3 RBIs), Chris Ballou (4-7, 1HR, 
3 Runs, 4 RBIs), Drew Davis (5-7, 4 2B, 3 
Runs, 6 RBIs), and Joey Parrott (5-7, 2 2B, 
2 Runs, 2RBIs).

In a rematch of the 2013 CRVBL Title 
Game, the Claremont Cardinals hosted 
the Wild Blue. In a close battle, the Wild 
Blue pulled out the victory, 5-2, and 
remain undefeated. Joey Parrott went 
the distance, giving up 2 runs while 

scattering 5 hits and striking out 14. He 
also helped his cause with a 2-run triple 
in a 4-run 6th inning. Gary Dennis, Jamie 
Spence, Kaian Wilkes and Erik Baker also 
chipped in with 2 hits each.

In the final game of the month, the 
Black Dawgs of Keene hosted the Wild 
Blue in Dummerston. The Black Dawgs 
had roster issues and could only field 
8 players. Walpole scored 7 in the first 
to give first-time starter Ryan Kohler a 
comfortable lead before even setting 
foot on the field. Kohler gave up only one 
run, while Walpole’s bats kept cruising. 
Final score, Walpole 25, Keene 1. Ten Wild 
Blue starters recorded at least 1 hit, with 
8 of them recording at least 2 hits each.

The Wild Blue head into June a perfect 
4-0. Next up for Walpole is a battle with 
the only other undefeated team in the 
CRVBL: the Putney Fossils on Friday 
night, June 6, at Hubbard Park. The game 
starts at 6:30pm. 

                  – Chris Ballou & Gary Dennis

Walpole CRVBL Baseball

Walpole Maples 
The Walpole Maples got off to a slow 

start, dropping their first four games. 
However, the team showed improvement 
both defensively and offensively with 
each game, fitting new players with last 
year’s group. Losses to Newport and 
Claremont were a total team losses: we 
couldn’t get the timely hit or make the 
key defensive play. In a 9-6 loss to Putney, 
our defense made all the plays and the 
bats came alive.

The Maples got into the win column on  
May 25 with a 7-0 victory over Brattleboro 
at Hubbard Park. Walpole jumped to a  
first-inning lead and never looked back.  
The improvement that had been shown in 
the previous games continued. Walpole  
played errorless ball behind starter Steve 
Corey, who went the distance. 

The Maples spend most of June on  
the road – their lone home game against 
the Walpole Wild Blue on Friday, June 13 
at 6:30pm.

The Maples have some additional 
sponsors to thank: Graves Trucking, 
Walpole Veterinary Hospital, Ferguson 
Roofing, and M.E. Matthews Inc.

   – Mark McGill

Jandee Lee Porter sings the National Anthem. 

Honoring John Neal, 
grandson 
Syon Gutierrez  
makes the first pitch. 

Joey Parrott delivers.

First run of the year  
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The 11th Commandment
A few weeks back, I was part of a brave 

group of souls who went out on a rainy 
Saturday to pick up trash as part of the 
Annual Walpole Clean-up Day. Even 
though the weather didn’t cooperate, it 
was very successful.  

I was given a stretch of March Hill Road 
to do, and what I found made me cringe.  
When you’re actually out there looking, 
it was a mess. Unless you’re over 60, you 
probably don’t remember a wonderful 
woman named Ladybird Johnson who 
was the first person I remember who 

pointed out what was happening.   She 
was the first person who really energized 
the “Don’t Litter” campaign on our public 
byways even though it had become 
quite grotesque by then.  

I remember driving up from Florida 
as a kid and there was trash and junk 
all over the highways; in fact it was the 
norm to throw your trash out the window 
instead of keeping a trash bag in the car.   
Anyway, fast forward about 60 years 
and amazingly the highways look 100% 
better than they ever did back in 1965.  
Somehow, even though the popuation 
has almost doubled in that timeframe, 

we integrated a cultural change to not 
litter that most of us have adopted.  

So, on behalf of the Selectboard, the 
Road Department and the two folks 
who cut their hands picking up trash, 
we ask that you reiterate the importance 
of the eleventh commandment with 
your children when you discuss other 
important issues with them.  

If you’ve forgotten it, it’s, “Thou shall  
not throw thy beer can out thy window,”  
on the way home. And for you older  
children, we’d appreciate your cooperation  
too.  Thank you.     – Chas Street

Saturday night of Memorial Day weekend was Fall Mountain prom night at Town Hall.  
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Dear Community Members,
Did you Know? The Friends of the Walpole Town Library is a Volunteer  
organization which raises money to purchase the following:
• Books   • Magazines   • Ebooks  • Supplies  • Museum Passes 
• Library Improvements    • Special Programs   • Newspapers
In fact, many of the new books and materials purchased by your library are  
funded by The Friends of the Library.  We do three major yearly fundraisers:  
the Spring Plant Sale, the Fall Book Sale and our Friends Membership Drive.
Be a Friend of the Library by donating below:

Name_______________________ Individual  $10_____

Address_____________________ Family  $15_____

Phone______________________ Patron  $30_____

Email_______________________ Other  $_______

Make checks payable to Friends of the Walpole Library and drop off  
at the library or send to Box 965, Walpole, NH 03608
We are always in need of volunteers.  Get to know your neighbors,  
support your library and have fun!
Yes!  I would like to volunteer.   
Please contact me at________________________________

Questions/ Comments?  Contact Carol Malnati, Chairman, at 756-9537.

Rockingham Area Swim Team
Is Swimming at  

the Walpole Town Pool!
Come Join Our Exciting,  

Fun Team for the Summer.
(Mid-June through  

the first week in August)
• Great training for fall athletes.

• Builds strength, endurance  
and cardiovascular training.
• All levels accommodated,  

from ages 4-19.
• Flexible practice times  

to fit most work schedules.
• Experienced Coach,  

who is an NCAA qualifier  
and Keene State Record-Holder.

• Low Family Rates
• Need-based financial aid available.
For more information and to sign up,  

please call  Sarah Manning  
at 1-978-495-1313 

or email us at:  
ontheminmanning@gmail.com

This Is Not  
A School-Sponsored Activity.



18

Letters & Commentary

Mail Subscriptions Available
We will be happy to send 

the Clarion by first class mail 
each month to out-of-town 
addresses. New subscriptions: 3 
months for $4.50; 6 months for 
$9; or a full year for $18. (Current 
subscriptions continue at the 
original rate.) A check made 
payable to the Clarion along 
with address information can  
be mailed to PO Box 757,  
Walpole, NH 03608, or stop by  
Costume Ladies at 54 Main St.

TheWalpole Clarion
is published monthly for the Walpole 

community. Submissions about community 
events and achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features.

All submissions –  ads, articles 
 and photographs – should be sent to: 

walpoleclarion@gmail.com

July issue deadline: June 30

 Staff:  Jan Kobeski  
   Barbara Kasper 
   Ray Boas 
   Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion  
can be found at our website:

www.thewalpoleclarion.com

Project Graduation
Fall Mountain Project Graduation 

(FMRHS) would like to thank the 
following for their help with our first golf 
tournament that was held last weekend 
We were grateful that the weather 
turned out to be decent! We had lots of 
wonderful comments:  “Well worth it”, 
“Please invite us back again next year” 
“We had a great day!” “Thanks for doing 
this” “What a wonderful, fun way to bring 
families, faculty and community together 
for a good cause!”

Thank you to all our 64 golfers.  
Congratulations to our winning team: 
Jason Litner, Mitchell Zehr, Mark Fillion 
and Tom Ronning.

The following were our Tee sponsors:
Savings Bank of Walpole, Murray’s 
Restaurant, Walpole Valley Tire, E E 
Houghton, Claremont Savings Bank

Friends of the Library Plant Sale
The Friends of the Library would like 

to thank everyone who helped with our 
recent Plant Sale on May 10th.  Many 
people donated plants, and volunteered 
their time.   We greatly appreciate all of 
their efforts that made the sale a success. 
We raised about $1,100 to benefit the 
Walpole Library.  It would not have 
happened without the contributions 
of many people.  We also would like to 
thank Bensonwood and Dave’s Scoop 
Shop for allowing us to display our Plant 
Sale banner in front of the Scoop Shop.  
And finally a big thank you to everyone 
who bought plants at the sale!

   – Jana Sellarole

Thanks for our prize donations!
The following were our team and 

or player sponsors: Saving’s Bank of 
Walpole, US Cellular, Matrix Aerospace, 
FM Athletics.    
  Thanks also to: Spc Printing and Bob 
Manwaring for our wonderful Sponsor 
signs, and to Steve Latham for helping 
with the stakes on the signs.

Thanks to Jamie Teague with her help 
with the Hooper porch preparations!

Thank you to Hooper Golf Course and 
Ron Rosko for all his help!

Thanks to Word of Mouth Catering for 
the wonderful picnic meal!

Thanks to the Project Grad. Committee!
We appreciate all your help, we 

couldn’t do it without you!
   – Terry Zehr
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Town Clerk’s  
Office Hours

Monday:           7 am – 4 pm

Tuesday:          7 am – 7 pm

Wednesday:    7 – 8 am 
   then closed to public
Thursday:        7 am – 4 pm

The Nest Gallery 
Have you ever wondered what is 

now at the corner when you turn off 
US Route 5 to head up the hill to I-91? 
Formerly the Arms Real Estate office, 
that tiny building is now The Nest Gallery 
– an artists’ cooperative. It was opened in 
October of 2013 by Sloan Dawson and 
Penelope Arms. Ironically, Sloan’s gallery 
in Connecticut was a stone’s throw from 
my bookshop but we were both so busy 
in those days that we never officially met. 
Sloan relocated to Rockingham to care 
for her mother and has continued to be 
involved with the arts as well as creating 
her own art from “found objects.”

Currently there are nine artists exhibiting  
pottery, paintings, photography, textiles, 
assemblage/found art, and etchings. In 
addition, award-winning author Elayne 
Clift has many of her books for sale in 
the co-op. This summer, the pair have 
planned a number of weekend events in 
the front yard. Art demonstrations and 
sales will occur along with the sale of art 
materials. Traditional yard sales will occur 
on some weekends. Vendor space can be 
arranged with Sloan by calling 802-463-
2575. Gallery hours of operation vary, so 
call for more information. It’s hard to see 
while making your turn, but next time, 
stop and visit The Nest Gallery.  

– Ray Boas

Continued from Page 1: Memorial Day

Major Demere K. Hess

Art at The Nest 

This year’s guest speaker was Major 
Demere Kasper Hess, United States 
Army Reserve, veteran of both Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Her message was 
simple and personal, but compelling. 
She remembered comrades who had 
died in both conflicts – young men and 
women whose sacrifice should never 
be forgotten. She even honored the 
memory of a ‘Multi-Purpose Canine’ 
whose detonation of a mine saved the 
lives of 6 soldiers. She concluded with a 
request for us all:

“Those of us that survived our combat 
tours do not take our lives for granted, 
and we do not seek sympathy for what 
we have witnessed and who we have 
lost. We instead look for solidarity. 
Besides celebrating those we have lost, 
I ask that we also celebrate what they 
were fighting for. 

I am not talking about the specifics of 
each conflict, but rather the uniqueness 
of an all-volunteer service whose main 
purpose is to protect the people of the 
United States. I ask that, in addition to 
remembering those who have fallen, we 
celebrate our nation. We become involved 
with our nation. We Soldiers, Sailors, 
Airmen and Marines who volunteer and 
fight and die for this country look for our 
fellow citizens to uphold the values for 
which we fight and serve.   

As Former President Bill Clinton stated 
in his inaugural address in 1993, ‘There is 
nothing wrong with America that cannot 
be cured with what is right in America.’ 
Our men and women who sacrifice 
selflessly, and the people of America who 
stand beside and behind them, is one of 
the many things that is right in America. 
Please remember.”  

– Jan Kobeski
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Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest 
AED in town in the event of a Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street

Benson’s Woodworking 
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road

LaValley’s Building Supply 
40 Meadow Access Lane

Hooper Golf Course 
166 Prospect Hill Road

Congregational Church 
15 Washington Street

Vehicles:
WFD – Rescue 4

WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers 

Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain

Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I

Dennis Croteau, EMT-I

Craftmanship…
Walt Harrington, the award-winning 

journalist and writer of such seminal 
books as The Next Wave, The Everlasting 
Stream, The Beholders Eye, and American 
Profiles, has included a chapter on Tedd 
Benson, founder of Bensonwood and 
Unity Homes of Walpole in his new book, 
Acts of Creation, America’s Finest Hand 
Craftsmen at Work.

In the book, the author travels coast-to-
coast, seeking America’s finest craftsmen 
at work in a quest to find, “the magical 
nexus of craft, 
character, and 
mastery that 
gives birth to 
a functional 
work of art 
– and leaves 
its maker with 
a sense of 
s a t i s f a c t i o n , 
of awe and 
achievement 
known well to 
artists across 
the ages.”

In a chapter titled, Tedd Benson: 
The Craft of Craftsmanship, the author 
describes how Tedd literally wrote the 
book on timberframe home construction, 
and in the process, demonstrated how 
the elaborate wood beam joinery of our 
timberframe buildings can resemble 
“furniture making done by giants.”

“You are humbled by your own 
creation, this building that will stand for 
500 years,” Tedd tells the author. “And 
that feeling is what keeps me and all 
craftsmen doing it every day.”

The book, released this spring, is 
available on Amazon (in paperback and 
on Kindle).             

– Stephen Snyder

St John’s Church
The Walpole Youth Group meets 

Sunday, June 1, at 6 pm at St John’s Church 
in the Parish Hall. All young people 10 
years and older are welcome, and do 
not need to attend one of the three 
sponsoring churches to participate. 
We’ll be making banners for use at Old 
Home Days, so bring your creativity and 
wear your painting clothes! Leaders are 
the Rev. Craig Breismeister from First 
Congregational church, the Rev. Telos 
Whitfield from Walpole Unitarian Church, 
and the Rev. Susan Kershaw for St John’s 
Episcopal Church. Everyone is welcome. 
Bring a friend!  The WYG will not meet 
during July and August.

St. John’s Church is sponsoring a Bring 
& Buy sale on Saturday, June 28, during 
Old Home Days weekend. This is a yard 
sale. Bring clean, gently-used household 
items, small furniture, books, CDs, etc., 
(please, no clothing, shoes, electrical 
items, old computer equipment, or bed 
linens) between 7 and 9 am, to St John’s 
front yard on the corner of Elm and 
Westminster streets (opposite Town Hall, 
next to the soccer field). Buy great items 
that will find new use in your home, lake 
retreat, dorm room, etc., and support the 
Walpole Christmas Community Fund. All 
the money raised will go directly to the 
Fund, which helps ensure that needy 
neighbors get help in the coming year. 
Questions? Call Susan at 756-2962. 

        – Rev. Susan Kershaw
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Roots on the River
Ray Massucco, Vermont Festivals 

producer, announced that this year’s 
non-profit partner for the Fifteenth 
Annual Roots on the River Music Festival 
is Greater Falls Connections, a local drug, 
alcohol, and tobacco abuse prevention 
coalition.

Southern Vermont’s premiere music 
festival (featuring James McMurtry) 
will be held this year from June 5 – 8 at 
numerous venues throughout the town, 
and will feature nearly two dozen acts. 
Each year, a new non-profit partner is 
announced, offering an opportunity 
to spread public awareness about the 
organization and raise a little money as 
well.

The coalition’s mission is to connect the 
communities of the Windham Northeast 
Supervisory Union by “inspiring and 
empowering people through education 
and collaboration, to promote wellness, 
and prevent the abuse of alcohol, 
tobacco, and other drugs.” Greater 
Falls Connections is a diverse group of 
community members: parents, youth, 
educators, social service providers, 
business owners, health care providers, 
civil servants, artists, and neighbors.

 The four-day lfestival is held at an 
interesting mix of venues: an old mill 

building at 33 Bridge St., informal 
locations around Bellows Falls, under the 
“Big Tent” at the Rodeway Inn, and at the 
landmark Rockingham Meeting House. 
This year’s lineup features a mix of acts 
that have appeared at ROTR in previous 
years, as well as some new talent to keep 
things fresh.

Thursday opens with Hayley Reardon, 
a remarkably mature teenage singer/
songwriter. Also on Thursday’s schedule 
is folk duo Second Hands, and the Tarbox 
Ramblers.

Friday has a sprinkling of free concerts 
in Bellows Falls at Popolo and the farmers’ 
market. This year, look for The Meadows 
Brothers, Rebecca Holtz and The Once 
Hollow, Joinery, and Caitlin Canty.

Friday night, action moves under the 
“Big Tent,” featuring Sean Rowe, popular 
alternative folk singer-songwriter and 
musician. Carolyn Wonderland will 
take the stage next, leading the way 
for McMurtry’s first appearance of the 
festival.

Saturday is a jam-packed day and 
night of music. The show kicks off with 
McMurtry’s son Curtis taking the stage! 
This is sure to be a crowd-pleaser, so plan 
to come early for a good seat.

Saturday’s lineup also includes the 
return of the Bottle Rockets and concert 

perennial Roger Marin, who has never 
missed Roots.

Expect a great mix of talent, from 
HPherson, Rev. Peyton’s Big Damn Band, 
and The Black Lillies. McMurtry will 
round out the evening with his second 
appearance.

The series concludes on Sunday, 
beginning with an all-acoustic show at 
the Rockingham Meeting House and 
featuring festival favorite Mary Gauthier.

The festival will draw to a close at 
Pleasant Valley Brewing in Saxtons River 
with The Meadows Brothers and Holly 
Brewer.

Roots on the River Festival is volunteer-
driven, and staffed with 20-25 volunteer 
staff and an additional 75 weekend 
volunteers.

The festival is smoke-free and family- 
and dog-friendly, with a special staffed 
children’s tent on the Saturday of the 
festival.

There is limited seating under the big 
tent, so plan to come early or bring a small 
lawn chair or blanket. Vendors will be on-
site to provide food and beverages.

For more information, the complete 
lineup of acts, to volunteer, and, of 
course, to purchase tickets, please go to 
http://www.vermontfestivalsllc.com/

                 – Dorothy Read
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Save the Bees!
Beekeepers must take timely steps to 

control American Foulbrood and Varroa 
mites to save the bees! Charles Andros, 
former NH/VT Apiary Inspector, will hold 
a beekeeping workshop from 1-3:30 pm 
on Saturday, July 19, at 18 MacLean Road 
in Alstead. Look for the “BEE” sign on the 
south side of Walpole Valley Road. 

The topics of discussion will be taking 
off and extracting honey, wax processing, 
treatment of mites and foulbrood, and 
making propolis tincture. Bring a veil if 
you have one, as we shall be opening 
some colonies. We’ll be inside if it is a 
rainy day. Water and a chair may also 
come in handy. Registration required. 
Please email lindenap@gmail.com or call 
756-9056.               – Charles Frederic Andros

HCS
Friendly Meals
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens 

will hold its regular monthly dinner 
at Noon on Friday, June 27, at St. Peter 
Church in North Walpole.  On the menu 
will be hand-carved roast pork with 
gravy, baked potato with sour cream, 
broccoli florets, and carrot cake for 
dessert. Friendly Meals are open to 
senior citizens (60+) from all area towns, 
and are available on a donation basis.  
Reservations are essential as seating is 
limited; call Donovan at 352-2253 by 
Noon on June 26.

Arrive early and have your blood 
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In clinic.  A 
wellness nurse from HCS will be available 
from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm to check blood 
pressures and answer any health-related 
questions you may have.

Bereavement Support
 Hospice at HCS offers a grief support 

group in the Walpole area for anyone 
who has recently experienced the loss 
of a loved one. The group meets the 
first and third Wednesdays of every 
month from 4:30 to 6:00 pm at the First 
Congregational Church on the Common 
in Walpole.  Discussions are facilitated by 
Mary Souzzi, LICSW.  The next meetings 
will be June 4 and June 18. There is no 
charge to participate, but registration 
is required.  To register, call Lynn Anne 
Palmer at 352-2253. For more information 
visit www.HCSservices.org.

Jeffrey Leland Pearson
Son of Dr. Lee and Becky Pearson of Walpole,  
received his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine  

from Kansas Sate University on Friday, May 16th.  
The “new” Dr. Pearson was hooded during the ceremony by his father,  

a 1982 graduate of Kansas State College of Veterinary Medicine.  
His mother and brothers Wes and Ben also attended. 

Jeff has accepted a position with Long’s Peak Animal Hospital  
in Longmont, Colorado, beginnining June 15th. 
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The Hospital questionnaire!
My friend Elwud had to go to the 

hospital for some minor surgery recently. 
He said to me after being released that 
he did not understand some of the 
questions and comments he heard 
during his check-in, and during and after 
the surgery. Here is his story:

“Well sir, I followed the maze up to the 
check-in cubicle, which is supposed to 
provide privacy but does not. The people 
on either side of the partitions would give 
out information and the sign-up person 
would repeat it. Guess that was just to be 
sure that anyone listening could hear it 
clearly.

Anyway, I steps up and the lady asks 
the usual stuff: name, address and date of 
birth, like maybe she was going to send 
me a card on my birthday or something. 
After I give her all that information, she 
looks right at me and says, “Sex?”  No, 
says I, I am happily married. She says, “No, 
I mean are you male or female?”  Now I 
am standing there with a week’s growth 
of beard, and am as ugly as an overgrown 
hedge and she cannot tell!  I made an 
obvious gesture to check and said I am 
definitely a male. Next, I have to have 
blood drawn to see if my blood is too 
thin or too thick. I get the same questions 
at the lab as I did at the check-in station, 
except she looks at me and bypasses the 
sex question.

Jumping ahead to after the surgery and 
in the recovery room, the first question 
asked (after being sure you are awake 
enough to answer) is, can you wiggle 
your toes or fingers, depending on what 
was operated on. I managed to wiggle my 
toes and gave out with a primal scream. 
The nurse said, “Do you have a lot of 
pain?” No, I says, I just scream like that to 
hear myself scream. Nurse, I says, I need 
to go to the bathroom.  To which she 
replies, “You cannot get up yet, but I can 

get you a bed pan. Will that be okay?” She 
then proceeds to slide  a metal container 
that has just been removed from inside a 
liquid nitrogen tank under my buttocks. 
Immediately everything closes up and 
there is no further need for the bed pan.

I question some of the meds they 
gave me. “What makes you think this 
medication is causing you hypertension?” 
she asks, as they try to pry my fingers 
from the ceiling tiles.

The best medical curing comment is 
when they say to me, “We may have to 
catheterize you.” That is said about ten 
seconds prior to two gallons of liquid, 
heretofore unable to be passed, flowing 
from my body like the Rio Grande.”

A week after his discharge from the 
hospital, my friend, Elwud went to his 
doctor for a check-up. He hobbled in 
moaning and groaning, with me helping 
him along. Doctor said if he could not 
move any better than that, he might 
put him back in the hospital for another 
week.

Next thing we saw was Elwud running 
through the exit door. He was half-way 
home before I got the vehicle started. 
Guess it is true - hospitals are good place 
to visit, but no one wants to live there!

REMINDER
State Law Requires All Dogs 

to be Licensed!

• Bring Rabies Certificates
• Senior discounts ($2 for first dog)
• Late fees apply starting June 1st

• $6.50 for neutered/spayed
• $9.00 for intact dogs

Kevlar 
 contractors 

kevin warzecha

Walpole, NH  03608
603-209-3500

Interior/Exterior  
Remodeling Specialist
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The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole   Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Murray’s Restaurant, Walpole Wash ‘N Dry,  

Real to Reel, Costume Ladies, Kasper Law Offices, Walpole Town Hall, Walpole Library & Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls. 

Hubbard Park hosted a Little League Tournament in early May. The young participants were enthusiastic,  
despite conditions that  were less-than-ideal for baseball – it was cold in right field!  


