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Town Meeting 2013
New Chairs for the
Town Hall ?!
Yes, one of the most exciting items in
this year’s budget to be presented and
voted upon at Walpole’s Town Meeting
on Saturday, March 16th, is new chairs
for the Town Hall. But first, on Tuesday,
the polls open for the election of Town
officers. This year only one contest has
more candidates than positions available.
Dennis Marcom is challenging Peter
Kenny and Bob Miller, incumbents, for a
position on the Planning Board. Other
positions to be voted upon include:
Selectman – Whitney Aldrich; Treasurer
– Ray Boas; Trustee of Trust Funds – Peggy
Pschirrer; Zoning Board of Adjustment –
Myra Mansouri and Jan Galloway-LeClerc;
Library Trustees: Lyn Cooke, Patricia
Mac Lachlan, and Carole Zachary; and,
Cemetery Trustee – Paul L. Massicotte.
When the polls close, the annual Town
Meeting will be adjourned until Saturday,
March 16th, at 1 pm at the Town Hall.
There are six money articles to be
voted upon: the overall budget and five
specific articles that include equipment
for the highway department, a routine
police cruiser replacement, a glasscrusher building addition at the recycling
center (for increased safety), and a voting
tabulator. The selectmen have mixed
feelings about the voting tabulator. This
year’s operating budget is about $48,000
less than last year’s, even with significant
increases for state-mandated employee
benefit costs. When adding the warrant
articles, however, there is an overall
increase of about $116,000, as compared
to last year, which amounts to a tax
increase of about 28 cents per $1,000 of
assessed value.
A bond to cover repairs to the Town Hall
had been discussed by the selectboard.
Besides repairs to the roof and cupola,
under consideration was an entire
repainting of the exterior. New federal
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regulations affecting removal of lead
paint, however, have greatly affected
cost, and the board decided additional
research for a solution is required.
Included, however, in this year’s budget
is about $22,500 to tackle the cupola and
make necessary repairs to leaks in the
roof. Inside, the floors will be resurfaced
Continued on Page 3

Great River Co-op
The Board of Directors for the Great
River Co-op has entered into discussions
with Benson Woodworking on the design
and possible phased building of a store.
Options under consideration include
taking over the current building space
behind the Walpole Scoop Shop and
continuing to add onto that building with
additional phased construction, or a new
building, also to be constructed in phases,
on the lot between the Scoop Shop and
Pinnacle View.
With this change in focus from
membership growth and establishing
a strong connection with area farmers
and local food producers to organizing,
planning and fundraising for construction,,
the Co-op is now seeking to hire a project
manager. According to the Co-op’s
recent newsletter: “The ideal candidate
for that position will have experience in
successful fundraising, leadership and
community organizing. Details of the
Project Manager position are posted on
the Co-op’s web site and are also available
by calling Ben Daviss at 445-2200, or by
sending a request to info@greatriver
foodcoop.com.”
The Co-op is also planning several
fundraising events – one in late March
at an indoor site and another in early
summer at the building site. – Rob Kasper
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The Walpole Police Department’s vision
is to continue to strive for community
service delivered at the highest standards
possible. Our department members care
about the community and wish to make
our roads safer. I strive to become a better
leader for the public every day. I have
attended leadership training classes this
past year and will continue to do so.
During 2012, our agency has made
several improvements of which the
public should be aware. We changed
our records management system. This
system is the software we use to generate
reports. The new system saves the
department thousands of dollars a year
in yearly maintenance and updates. We
also upgraded our department’s standard
operating guidelines.
We have also improved our building’s
security features and made some
improvements to the structure, including
new security cameras and alarm systems.
I have kept the public apprised of our
activities and concerns in our local paper.
This is a great way to inform our citizens
of new information when it becomes
available.
During 2012, our agency had three
part-time officers leave to become fulltime officers in area towns, and one parttime officer retire. We have struggled over
the past few years to keep part-time help.
The demands of training, class time and
work hours put great stress on part-time
officers. Ideally, I would like to see our
town budget for another full-time officer.
Our agency has not added a full-time
officer position in 12 years. As Walpole
grows and the call volume increases, I
believe it’s crucial.
The Walpole Police department has
applied for another New Hampshire
Highway safety grant to combat speeding
issues within our town.
I look forward to continuing to serve
our community and would like to thank
our citizens and select board.
This letter will also be available in the
new Walpole Town Report for March town
meeting.
Chief Michael J. Paquette II
Walpole Police Dept.
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Promising to be a great deal of fun
(and possibly a new Walpole tradition),
Cabin Fever Radio Follies, presented by
The Walpole Players, will go “on the air” at
7pm on Saturday, March 23rd in the Helen
Miller Theater in the Walpole Town Hall.
Instead of the usual risers, the floor will be
set with tables for the audience members
to feel at home – as though in their dining
rooms listening to the radio. Attendees
are encouraged to come early (doors will
open at 6:30) with their favorite beverage
and food along with needed utensils.
Tables can be reserved for family and
friends or for an office party.

When the Players go “on the air,” the
audience will be carried back to the
1930s, 40s, and 50s listening to such
favorites as Abbot & Costello, The Lone
Ranger, The Bickersons, Jack Benny and
Burns & Allen (just to name a few shows).
There will also be classic commercials
and musical accompaniments. The stage
will be set as a radio studio, complete
with an authentic period sound effects
table. A number of shows are currently
being rehearsed which should keep you
chuckling and reliving fond memories.
Tickets are only $5, and are available
at Galloway Real Estate, Costume Ladies,
Real to Reel Video and Murray’s in
Walpole, and in Bellows Falls at Village
Square Booksellers. If you would like to
reserve a table for your party, or for more
information, call Ray at 756-4545.
			

– Ray Boas

Continued from Page 1- Town Meeting

and new chairs with lifetime warranties
will be purchased to replace the existing
relics.
At the budget hearing on February 6th,
Chief Michael Paquette addressed the
Police Department budget and Jim Terrell
was present to discuss the Highway
Department’s needs. The money first
allocated for sidewalk replacement
last year will be continued in 2013 and
2014 at a minimum. Jim advised that
sidewalks in North Walpole will be
repaired/replaced prior to continued
repairs and replacement in the south
village. The Chief presented details on
his department’s activity for the past year.
With our population and the number of
calls the police handle, Walpole is on the
cusp statistically for needing a fourth
full-time police officer. An additional
position will be considered for the 2014
budget year. The overall cost of adding
an additional officer for each taxpayer is
minimal as compared to the benefits to
the community.
Remember to vote for Town Officers
on Tuesday, March 12th, and attend the
Town Meeting on Saturday, March 16th
starting at 1 pm in the Walpole Town Hall.
Plan to attend to voice your opinion and
vote in this wonderful tradition of true
democracy.
– Ray Boas

Planning Board Candidate Profiles

Peter Kenney

Dennis Marcom

My character traits of being a good
listener, reliable and courteous to others
have served me well during my past three
year tenure on the Planning Board. I was,
and still am, inspired to continue my
involvement in the Walpole community
by serving on the Planning Board. My
reward as a volunteer is the belief that I
am helping to make Walpole a thriving
and sustainable community that can
offer opportunity to all its citizens.
I am a New Hampshire native. And
being such, I am a person who wishes to
allow others to make their own choices.
However, there is a need for rules that
provide for safety and protections. For
the Planning Board, each member should
be referring to the New Hampshire
Revised Statutes Annotated (RSA) along
with additional town regulations. If the
statutes are not followed, the Planning
Board runs the high risk of being brought
to court, which in turn adds a cost burden
to the town.
Thank you for your
past support and I
would appreciate
your vote on March
12th. – Peter Kenney

I settled into this territory in 1976. As
far as work goes, for most of that time I’ve
been a timber frame carpenter at Benson
Woodworking, starting there in 1980,
where I’ve led the timber frame group for
some time. I’m also the Safety Director
for the company and an owner of the
business.
Why I’m running for this position:
I feel fortunate to be a citizen of this
town, but a place like Walpole doesn’t
happen by accident. The town we live in
today is, to a great extent, the result of the
actions and decisions of the people who
have settled here over the past 270 years
or so. I expect our town to continue to
thrive and grow in the future as it has in
the past. I’d like to play a positive role in
that future in a way that is in keeping with
the values that have served this town so
well in the past.
I ask for your vote on March 12th.
–Dennis Marcom
			

The Bellows Falls Opera House
Wednesday Evenings: 7pm
Adults: $4.00
Students & Seniors: $2.50

March: fan favorites

– Albert Einstein –
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March 6
Sound of Music
March 13
Gone with the Wind
March 20
To Kill a Mockingbird
March 21
Mary Poppins
March 27
Grease
603-463-3964

Hooper Institute

Kevlar

contractors
kevin warzecha
Walpole, NH 03608
603-209-3500
Interior/Exterior
Remodeling Specialist

Winter wears long on many of us by this
time of year. Once the calendar ticks by
Groundhog Day, however, the length of
day rapidly increases, drawing us out of
our seasonal ennui. Few sounds break the
grip of winter better than the cardinal’s
song. Listen for his insistent spring song
(fweet, fweet, fweet). Chickadees are
already telling us their name. By the time
you read this, the red-winged blackbirds
may have already returned to the marshes.
Listen for their o-ka-REE!
Students in Hooper Institute classes
have been learning about our winter
birds as well as mammals and their
tracks. Sixth graders are finishing their
forestry unit and beginning their studies
of the Connecticut River watershed.
Fourth graders will be visiting Woodell
and Daughters lumber mill and McGill’s
sugarhouse this month. What could be a
tastier harbinger of late winter and early
spring than maple syrup?
March also marks the month information
will be sent home with eighth graders
about the high school summer work
program. The Hooper Institute sponsors
a limited number of jobs for teens to work
in agricultural enterprises. The program
is open to all high school youth who are
Walpole residents. Contact the Hooper
Institute (756-4382) to add your name to
the mailing list.
Spots are still open at the Walpole
Middle School “Family Garden” plots. The
4 x 12 foot raised beds will be ready for
you this spring. If you have only a small
yard at home, these smallish beds are
an opportunity for your family to try
your hand at gardening. We provide the

soil and advice; you provide the seeds,
seedlings and labor. Call the Hooper
Institute at 756-4382 to sign up.
In a final announcement, the Hooper
Institute will be offering tree identification
and forest ecology classes this spring.
Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 6.
We will meet at the Hooper Institute, 165
Prospect Hill Road, from 9 to 10:30am.
We will focus on evergreens and how
to identify trees from their bark. Future
classes will be offered at different town
forests. To sign up, please call 756-4382.
You can learn more about the Hooper
Institute by visiting our website: www.
hooperinstitute.org.
– Eloise Clark

Walpole Town Library
The Walpole Town Library is looking
for a donation of a bookshelf for the front
foyer of the library. The bookshelf will be
used for housing used books for sale. The
dimensions needed are approximately
48 H x 36 W x 14 inches deep, no larger.
The acceptance of the bookshelf will be
at the discretion of the Friends of the
Walpole Library as we are striving to
keep it in the present style of the current
furnishings. Metal shelving, painted or
peeling shelves, or any shelving in need of
repair or refinishing will not be accepted.
Please contact Carol at 756-9537.
		

Walpole Grange
The Walpole Grange will be selling hot
dogs with all the fixings, including chili,
at the Saturday session of town meeting
on March 16th. There will also be cookies,
brownies, etc. available. All are being
provided for your enjoyment in return
for your donation. Plan to come early
– everything will be ready by 12 Noon
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– Cheryl Hoffman

– Kathy Yardley

Dogs: Sleeping on Our Beds
for 15,000 Years
This concludes Gail Golec’s “Man’s Best
Friend” and how we got there…begun in
the February Clarion.
Dogs have been in North America just
as long as humans, crossing from Asia
with migrating humans at the end of the
last ice age 14,000 plus years ago. There
are countless examples of prehistoric
dog burials all across the North American
continent. Many times dogs were buried
with humans. The fact that we see this
custom among the Native People of North
America reflects the innate relationship
humans have with dogs. It is rooted in
time and deep in our consciousness.
The dog-and -human story begins about
15,000 years ago, when it is estimated
that dogs first became domesticated. This
date is based on archaeological evidence
and what is known as genetic divergence.
Genetic divergence begins by comparing
the genetic sequences (or genomes) of
wolves and dogs. Mutations to some genes
are known to occur at a constant rate over
time, so geneticists then compare the
number of differences between the two
genomes and are able to calculate the
number of years since the two animals
shared an ancestor. Though genetics give
us the starting point of 15,000 years ago,
some behaviorists maintain the change
from wolf to dog was gradual and could
have started as early as 50,000 years ago.
What precipitated this change? The
natural world is changing all the time
and species must adapt to stay alive.
Changes in biology are often the result of
a genetic mutation, but nature won’t keep
something around unless it has some
benefit: in this case, a benefit for the wolf
and for humans. This relationship may
have some element of inevitability; both
humans and wolves are pack animals
with a highly structured social order.
Perhaps it’s not so unlikely a pairing. It was
assumed for a very long time that dogs
were the result of wolf pups taken away
from their mothers during a very specific
window of time, and raised by humans.
The wolf pups would then make their
pack attachment to humans rather than
to other wolves, and they would be so
cute and fluffy that no human could bring
himself to squash them.
This theory was put to the test by some
Czech researchers, who hand-raised
dog puppies and then hand-raised wolf
pups. But the two experiences could
not have been more different. While
the dog pups went through the typical

benchmarks of growing up, the wolf
pups never integrated into the humanbased life. They were aggressive with
food, aggressive with other animals in
the house, and not at all interested in
learning commands. They were aloof and
independent as babies and only became
more so as they matured. Eventually the
experiment ended because the wolf pups
were so disruptive to the household. It
was clear that wolves did not become
dogs through human love alone in one
generation.
As it turns out, dogs are more likely the
result of genetic changes, with nature
selecting for certain characteristics over
time, as discovered by a fur-breeding
program in Russia. During the 1950s, the
Russian state was looking to maximize
its production of very popular Siberian
fox furs. In a very Soviet approach, they
created a Siberian fox farm, intending to
breed the animals in captivity and thus
have an endless source of the furs. But
this proved more difficult than they had
anticipated. The Siberian fox is a solitary
creature, not used to being cooped up
in a cage; and the stress of this situation
affected the success of breeding. Most
of the foxes proved to be incredibly
aggressive toward humans and each other.
So, the Russian scientists decided to
breed the more docile foxes together
in hopes that they would produce a
more manageable product. After a few
generations of breeding the docile foxes
together, they noticed some interesting
traits in the successive generations of
kits. Not only were they more docile, but
they were downright friendly. Their fur
changed color –they tended to have kits
with black and white spots rather than a
consistent black and white mottled coat.
Their ears, once short and erect, became
longer and floppy, and their vocalizations
(which had been screeching yowls) had
become shortened to a bark.
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The scientists inferred that all these
characteristics must have been associated
with one another in that they all resided
on the same gene. The modification of
one characteristic (the temperament),
affected several other characteristics (coat
color, ear size and vocalization). These
physical and behavioral changes are
undoubtedly dog-like, though it should
be noted that foxes are not actually that
closely related to dogs. *
Humans, while not actively selecting
for traits or breeding wolves, were an
inadvertent catalyst to the process.
Humans and wolves shared a landscape.
They hunted many of the same animals as
they traveled around. Wolves will scavenge
if given the opportunity; and humans, as
they hunted, left a lot of edible material
in their wake. Thus, it isn’t unlikely that
a smart, yet wary pack of wolves were
always following at a distance, picking up
the scraps and letting the humans do the
work. Over time, the wolves with a calm
temperament do better, are stronger, and
have more pups than their wary, more
fearful counterparts.
Continued on Page 15

North Meadow Plaza, Rte 12, Walpole
Tuesday - Saturday 10:30am - 4pm

Winter Specials: Clam Chowder, Chili,
Steak Bombs, Pulled Pork Sandwiches
Now Serving Delicious Mozzarella Sticks
& Chicken Strips

St. John’s Episcopal

Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church
Reverend Craig Breismeister
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship

756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church
Reverend Telos Whitfield
Service: Sunday 10 am

Holy Week at St. John’s Church
Everyone is invited to attend these
services. St. John’s welcomes all.
March 24, Palm Sunday, 10 am
The Liturgy of the Palms celebrating
Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem;
the reading of the Passion Narrative, the
story of Jesus’ betrayal, trial, crucifixion
and death.
March 27, Holy Wednesday, Noon
Mid-week Eucharist
March 28, Maundy Thursday, 7 pm
The liturgy focuses on Jesus’ washing
of the feet of his disciples and the Last
Supper, and concludes with the stripping
of the Altar in preparation for Good Friday.
March 29, Good Friday, Noon
Prayer Book liturgy: the Solemn Collects
March 31, Easter, 10 am
Join in at St. John’s as we welcome the
Resurrection Day and shout Alleluia!
Art After School
Art After School continues each week
on Wednesday afternoons, 3:15 - 5 pm.
Teaching Team Racheal Scott and Susan
Kershaw welcome all young artists who
are in first grade or older. Newcomers
are always welcome. Call 756-2962 for
more information. Follow our blog: www.
walpoleartafterschool.wordpresss.com.
Spring Craft Fair
June 8, at the Town Hall, 9 am - 2 pm
St. John’s is seeking artists and
crafters to participate. Call 756-4533 or
email: rector@stjohnswalpole.org for an
application or for more information.
Space is limited.
– Susan Kershaw

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet for
potluck lunch at the Congregational
Church on the Walpole Common at noon
on Monday, March 18, 2013. Donna
Drouin, President of the Walpole Historical
Society will be the speaker. Everyone
is asked to bring a contribution for the
Fall Mountain Food Shelf. Bring a dish to
share. All Walpole Seniors are welcome.
Come for fun and good socialization. Trip
Planning information will be available.
2013 marks the Seniors’ 40th anniversary.
All past, present and new members are
cordially invited to join the celebration.
Anyone who enjoys good food, travel,
good conversation, informative speakers
and other interesting activities, who is
50 years-old (or more) and a resident of
Walpole, North Walpole, or Drewsville, is
invited to join.
– Jeanne A Jeffries & Phyllis Pickering
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First Congregational
Holy Week Services:
There will be a Maundy Thursday
service on March 28 of communion,
dramatic readings, and song at 7 pm in
Fellowship Hall. The sanctuary will be
open all day on March 29 for a Good Friday
Prayer Vigil. Easter Sunrise Service will
be at 6:30 am at the Hooper Golf Course,
followed by breakfast at the church. Our
Easter morning worship is at 10 am. All are
welcome.
Easter Pie Sale
There will be an Easter Pie Sale in front
of the Walpole Post Office on Saturday,
March 30, the day before Easter. The sale
begins at 9 am. Plan to choose your Easter
dessert from among the many delicious
homemade pies available. The pie sale
is sponsored by the First Congregational
Church.

All Saints Parish
Beginning Ash Wednesday, February
13, The Lenten Season is upon us, leading
up to Easter Sunday, March 31. Lent
offers us all a very special opportunity to
grow in our relationship with God and to
deepen our commitment to a way of life
rooted in our baptism. In our busy world,
Lent provides us with an opportunity to
reflect upon our patterns, to pray more
deeply, experience sorrow for what we’ve
done and failed to do, and to be generous
to those in need.
During this solemn time of year the
Stations of the Cross will be offered
Mondays (at St. Catherine of Siena Church
in Charlestown) and Fridays (at St. Peter
Church in North Walpole) at 7pm.
Confession will be held Thursdays from
4:30-5:20pm at St. Catherine of Siena, and
Saturdays from 3:00- 3:45pm at St. Peter.
The Schedule for Holy Week is: March
28, Holy Thursday of the Lord’s Supper,
7pm, at St. Peter; March 29, Good Friday,
Stations of the Cross, 3pm at St. Catherine;
Passion of the Lord, 7pm at St. Peter;
March 30, Easter Vigil, 7:30pm at St. Peter.
Easter Sunday, Masses: 8:30am at St. Peter,
10:30am at St. Catherine of Siena.

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday: 1:30 - 8 pm
Tuesday: 1:30 - 6 pm
Wednesday: 10 am - Noon; 1:30 - 6 pm
Thursday: 1:30 - 6 pm
Friday: 1:30 - 5 pm
Saturday: 8:30 am - 12:30 pm
North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday: 2 - 4 pm
Saturday: 1 - 4 pm

Pancake Breakfast

Visions of summer in the Garden.

On Sunday, March 24th, the Walpole
Village School will host the Annual
Walpole Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast
from 7:00-10:30am at the Walpole Town
Hall. This fun community event has been
a huge part of Walpole for many years.
The Lions Club started flipping pancakes
years ago and passed the secret recipe
on to us. There is a donation basket for
breakfast and (new this year) the Easter
Bunny will be there taking pictures with
the kids. The Walpole Village School will
hold a bake sale just in case anyone needs
a sweet treat or pie for dessert later in the on.
Thank you in advance for bringing
your family and friends to this yummy
tradition and supporting the Walpole
Village School and our amazing students.
		
– Bethany Coursen

Women of Walpole
The Women of Walpole will meet on
March 27th at 2pm. Guests are always
welcome and we invite women who reside
in Walpole, North Walpole and Drewsville
to join. Meetings are held on a rotating
basis at the homes of members. If you
would like more information or would like
to attend our meeting on March 27th, call
Nancy at 756-9580.
– Pam Howard

Red Hat Ladies
The Red Hat Ladies of Walpole plan to
have lunch at The Dish on Main Street
in Saxton’s River on Tuesday, March 12
at noon. The Ladies will gather on the
Common to ride together.
– Jeanne A Jeffries
		

Genealogy Workshop
A free Genealogy Workshop sponsored
by the Walpole Historical Society will be
offered Thursday, April 11, from 10 am to
Noon. Sharing information about how to
start or how to solve problems will be
Jeanne and Peter Jeffries with over 30
years of research experience. Reservations
are required at 756 2933.
– Jeanne A Jeffries
		

Photo: Fritze Till

Community Gardens
The Walpole Community Garden at
the Hooper Institute will begin its fifth
season the weekend of April 6th and 7th,
starting at 9:30 am. All members are asked
to attend and to help with cleanup and
preparatory work to get the season off to
a good start.
Anyone interested in becoming a
member and obtaining a plot is invited
to stop by either day to see the plots.
The weekend will be a great opportunity
for interested newcomers to talk to
our community gardeners, to receive
informational handouts, to learn about
the no-till method and to help us get
started. The Gardens are located behind
the Hooper Institute on Prospect Hill.
– Ed August

			

Bereavement Support
Hospice at HCS offers a grief support
group in the Walpole area for anyone
who has recently experienced the loss
of a loved one. The group will meet
on the first and third Wednesdays of
every month from 4:30 - to 6pm at the
First Congregational Church in Walpole.
Discussions are facilitated by Mary Souzzi,
LICSW. The next meetings will be March
6 and 20.
There is no charge to participate, but
registration is required. Call Lynn Anne
Palmer at 352-2253. For more information
visit www.HCSservices.org.
Hospice at HCS is a comprehensive
non-profit program, providing end of life
care to patients and support to family
members throughout southwestern New
Hampshire.		
– Lara Larson
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Friendly Meals
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens
will hold its regular monthly dinner at noon
on Friday, March 22, at St. Peter’s Church
in North Walpole. On the menu will be
broccoli salad, spinach and onion quiche,
baked stuffed mushrooms, and strawberry
shortcake for dessert. The Friendly Meals
service is open to senior citizens (60+)
from all area towns, and is available
on a donation basis. Reservations are
essential, as seating is limited. Call
Donovan at 352-2253 by noon, March 21.
A Nurse Is In clinic, with a wellness
nurse from Home Healthcare, Hospice
and Community Services (HCS), will be
available to check blood pressures from
11:30am to 12:30pm.
– Lara Larson

YMCA Fundraiser
Meeting Waters YMCA is hosting a
spaghetti dinner in Charlestown to raise
funds for its Reach Out to Youth scholarship
fund on Saturday, March 9th, from 5-7pm
at the Charlestown Senior Center on Old
Springfield Road. For $10, supporters will
enjoy a healthy meal consisting of multigrain pasta, salad, unsweetened drink and
dessert.
Meeting Waters Y serves nearly 400
youth each year through after-school
programs and summer camps. Last year,
49% of these young people and their
families received financial assistance.
For tickets, call 802 463-4769, or send
a check to PO Box 511, Bellows Falls, VT
05101. Seating is limited.
Go to www.meetingwatersymca.org or
Facebook for more information.
		

– Diane Myers-Miller

P.8 Cal.

P.9 Cal.

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

The new Arch Bridge, looking toward North Walpole

...when the Arch Bridge opened

on March 20, 1905, the residents of North
Walpole were elated? Previously, the
only way of crossing the river to Bellows
Falls, Vermont, was to head south to the
Tucker Toll Bridge, or take a chance on the
Sullivan Railroad Bridge.
The Tucker Toll Bridge, a covered bridge
at the location of the present Vilas Bridge,
was completed in 1840; and the Sullivan
Railroad Bridge located above the dam
was built in 1912, the third bridge built
at that spot. Residents on both sides of
the river did not like paying the toll, and
the railroad did not like pedestrians on its
bridge. At their respective town meetings
in 1904, Walpole and Rockingham agreed
to buy out the toll bridge and build a new
toll free bridge to stimulate growth and
bolster the economy for both sides of
the river. Walpole budgeted $30,000 and
Rockingham $15,000. Maintenance was
to be shared in the same percentages.
Afraid that bridge abutments in the
river would obstruct the flow of water
through the power canal, the Bellows
Falls Canal Company voiced its objections.
To find a solution, the Boston & Maine
Railroad recommended an engineer, J. R.
Worcester of Boston, who designed a 540
foot, three-hinged arch with a suspended
roadway. Patterned after European
designs, this was the first bridge of its
type in the US. The roadway, which was to
slope upward toward Vermont, would be
almost 650 feet long and made of Georgia
Yellow pine. Site construction began in
November 1904. Assembly of the main
superstructure followed in December
from prefabricated steel sections made
by a Philadelphia firm.

Construction crews assembled the
arches from both sides of the river. A
rivalry formed between the two crews,
and the sections were connected on 10
January 1905 after only twenty-eight
working days – probably due to that
rivalry. Total construction time was four
months, using a total of forty-five men.
The bridge formally opened on March
20, 1905 to the excited crowds. Thomas
Bellows Peck, a Walpole member of
the bridge committee, commented,
“Whatever beauty it [the bridge] may
possess is due to the fact that construction
lines are satisfying to the eye.”
More than two decades later, heavy rains
began on a Wednesday night, November
2, 1927. A year and a half earlier the New
England Power Company had teamed
with the Bellows Falls Canal Company to
redevelop electric power in the region.

The dam across the river was being rebuilt,
the canal being enlarged, and a modern
power house built. About 750 men were
working in shifts on these projects. They
knew trouble was ahead when at 1:30 am
on Friday, the coffer dam at the head of
the canal gave way. As Friday progressed,
debris coming down the river jammed the
canal and clogged under the railroad and
highway bridges. Throughout Saturday,
the water worked around the abutments
of the railroad bridge, the main dam, and
the Arch Bridge at the North Walpole
end. These breaches widened through
where Aumand’s is located as far as Vine
Street where ledge was struck. Routing
itself through North Walpole Village,
the Connecticut River took with it “six or
eight buildings including the dwellings
of Michael O’Brien, George Rowland and
Mrs. Margaret Flavin, some of the families
having narrow escapes.” Two to three
hundred feet of the Boston & Maine RR
rails were undermined, but all abutments
held. Damage to the Arch Bridge was
minimal, the approach was filled back in,
and the bridge soon reopened.
The flood on March 19, 1936 was a
different matter with the Arch Bridge
suffering damage when a major ice dam
broke, sending blocks of ice slamming
into the bridge at both ends. Much of the
lower steelwork was bent, causing the
bridge to lean upstream. A complicated
repair procedure was worked out and
performed during November and
December of 1936 at a cost much less
than a new bridge would have cost.
However, the State of New Hampshire
had the bridge inspected in 1971, and
the evaluation deemed it unsafe for
vehicular traffic. It was closed to all but
pedestrians, and in 1982 was demolished.
Even though unsafe, it took five attempts
to demolish the bridge by dropping it
into the water to be cut up.

Aftermath of the 1927 flood... looking toward Bellows Falls
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Walpole Wild Blue
While most are still caught up in ice,
snow and fun winter pursuits, some minds
in town are already daydreaming about
being out on the diamond throwing the
ball around.
After a successful inaugural season in
the region’s only wooden-bat baseball
league, the Walpole Wild Blue is gearing
up for a second year playing at the
dreamy Hubbard Park baseball fields on
Route 12. It’s actually something they’ve
been preparing for – organizing rosters,
checking equipment, ordering uniforms,
etc. – since around Christmas time.
And for Gary Dennis, Wild Blue cofounder, manager and shortstop – as well
as the coordinator of the Connecticut
River Valley Baseball League (CRVBL) for
2013 – baseball has been forefront since
October. That’s when league managers
started kicking around parameters for
the upcoming ball season.
“One of the biggest changes Wild
Blue fans will see is a departure from the
Sunday late-morning game schedule for
home games,” Dennis said. “While we
thought that would be a good time for
folks to get out and catch a ball game, we
found that most would rather get out to
a game on Friday or Saturday night. So
CRVBL managers decided on a schedule
where teams would know who they’re
facing each week and then set up a day/
night/time that works for both teams.
“That means the schedule this year will
be some weeknight games, some Friday
and Saturday nights, and the occasional
Sunday afternoon,” he said.
Walpole home games at the Hubbard
Park feature comfortable stadium-style
seating and a fully functional concession
stand, as well as an announcer who keeps
the crowd informed of who’s who as the
game goes on. There is music between
innings, and occasionally Wild Blue hats
get tossed out to fans.
The Blue set out to establish itself as a
team Walpole could rally around – solid,
competitive men’s baseball at one of the
best major-league regulation ballfields
in New England. An opening day crowd
of 200 plus, and solid turnout for most
home games in 2012, showed the Wild
Blue made that connection.
The CRVBL players must be 20 or
older; pitchers have to be at least 30. “But
don’t think that tones down the level of
pitching,” Dennis said. “There are plenty in
our league who can throw consistent 70s
(mph) ball...some faster. And our batters
see a variety of ‘junk’ like sliders, curves
and knucklers from these guys.”
Dennis said last year taught him and
co-founder/bench manager Frank Brown
a lot about forming an adult team, and

Chris Ballou pitches;
Blake Gowan in left field.

managing throughout the season. The
15-man roster is “strong and fiercely
competitive this year,” Dennis said.
“Trying to field a competitive team and
then put your best nine out there each
day, while trying to keep guys happy...it
can be a lot to shoulder,” he said. Brown,
along with Wild Blue pitcher/leftfielder
Chris Ballou, will share the work of making
daily line- ups, changing out players midgame, etc.
Some growing pains last year led to
early-season losses, Dennis said. “But this
year, I’m confident we have one of the
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scariest line-ups in the league. We were
a powerhouse hitting team last year...this
season we’re even stronger. We have our
eyes on the CRVBL trophy.”
The team’s first home game will be
Sunday, April 21 at 1 pm against the
Brattleboro River Rats. Full schedules will
be posted around town in late March;
signage along Rt. 12 near the field will
display what’s going on at the field on any
given day; a sandwich board at the village
fountain will appear on game days.
As of mid-February, the Wild Blue
is sponsored by nearly a dozen area
businesses, and more are warmly
welcomed.
The 2013 Walpole Wild Blue Roster: Gary
Dennis (Manager), Shortstop; Frank Brown
(Co-Manager, Bench Coach), Pitcher,
Second Base; Chris Ballou (Co-Manager,
Bench Coach), Pitcher, Left Field; Blake
Gowen, Outfield, Infield; Doug Palmer,
Right Field; Drew Davis, Pitcher, Outfield,
Infield; Joey Parrot, Pitcher, Outfield; Eric
Baker, Third Base; Adam Kobeski, Catcher,
First Base; Jed St. Pierre, Outfield; Kaian
Wilkes, Catcher, Outfield; Ryan Kohler,
Infield; Brian Pickering, Pitcher, First Base;
Nate Kelly, Outfield; Tom Murray, Team
Support, Second Base; Chris Lundberg,
Team Support, Pitcher.

WRAP
When we first came to town, my wife
and I learned that using a commercial
firm for trash removal would cost us right
at $600 per year. For us, a $600 bill would
be pretty hard to swallow – and even if we
had $600, trash removal was not how we
would want to spend it.
We soon learned from our new friends
here that we could take our trash to
the Walpole transfer station for next to
nothing. We were to put our trash in
yellow “Walpole Bags” which cost us $2
each, and as long as we separated out our
recyclables from “real trash,” one of those
Walpole Bags would last two, or even
three weeks. Now, let’s see, that would be
20 bags per year at $2 per bag, just $40
per year – a whole lot less than $600 per
year! Besides, we were used to separating
out recyclables from common trash - we
had done that where we previously lived.
The object of all this discussion of
course, is to convince you that trash
removal does not have to be expensive , or
inconvenient, or time consuming. Besides
saving a boat-load of money, you’ll meet
a lot of your friends at the Recycle Center.
So, get yourself some Walpole Bags and
join your friends.
And, speaking of when we first came
to town and started in the “Walpole Bag”
and recycling routine, we heard that there
were folks in town who volunteered to
help sort out the recyclables. We had no
idea what they did – or how – or even
why. It was mysterious, and we were too
embarrassed to ask for fear of looking like
“newbies” (which of course we were)! We
soon ran into one of Walpole’s famous
femmes in town – a mover and shaker, and
notorious arm-twister, who convinced us
that it was our responsibility to help the
town by volunteering. Unable to resist
(and maintain use of our right arms) we
have been volunteers ever since.

So, again, the object of all this is twofold:
convince all Walpole folks that recycling is
good for the town, good for the planet
and good for your family budget; and
secondly, to convince you that each of us
has a responsibility to serve the town in
one capacity or another as a volunteer.
Now, I’m not near smart enough to
serve on the School Board, the Planning
Commission or the like, but I do enjoy
the satisfaction of serving our town as a
volunteer at the Recycle Center just two
hours per month.
If you think you might be embarrassed
to ask about what volunteers do, I gotta
deal for you. On Tuesday, March 19th, I will
be the volunteer from 8 to 10 am. I’ll take
the time to show you, one-on-one, what
we volunteers do for our town and how
easy it really is. Then, if you feel you can
help our town in this way, there is a place
to sign up where you can choose which
day; and you can choose which hours are
convenient for you.
I have arranged a special deal – fresh
coffee for our friends (and new volunteers,
too) for the morning. So come see us on
Thursday March 19th, 8 to 10 am (or any
other time for that matter).
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– Charles Blount

– Alexander Graham Bell –

The Victorious Walpole Chicks:
(Standing) Olivia Dunnigan, Autumn
Cummings, Paige Ricci, Ella Bushee,
Makayla Barre, Leah Gay, Elissa Brady;
(Front Row) Meghan Spaulding,
Natalie Stevens, Hannah McCormick,
Erin Donovan, Amanda Hodgkins. Not
Pictured: Zoe Mitchell, Sarah Putnam,
Makayla Waysville and Aeryn Cousino.

Walpole Democrats Caucus

Tournament Victory
The Walpole Girls 5th and 6th grade
recreational basketball team participated
in the Westminster, Vermont Girls and Boys
Basketball Tournament held Saturday,
January 26th. This was an all-day, double
elimination event with a trophy going to
the winner.
The Walpole girls won their first game
against the team from Putney and then
defeated the Westminster team in the
second game. They could have wrapped
up the tournament with a win against
Westminster in the third game, but lost in
a close contest. This meant a final winnertake-all game against Westminster late in
the afternoon.

The Walpole girls started slow, falling
behind by 10 points. They then fought
back to tie the game in the second half.
As the clock was running out, with the
score tied, Walpole in-bounded the ball
to Ella Bushee, who took a 17ft jump shot
at the buzzer to win the game! The crowd
erupted and the Walpole bench poured
onto the court to celebrate. It was a truly
amazing ending!
The coaches, families and fans are
so proud of the way each girl played
with determination and sportsmanship.
Congratulations! The team is coached
by: Ray Bushee, Mike Barre, Chris Stevens
and John Hodgkins.
– Chris Stevens
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Although we are less than ten weeks
into current political terms, a new
electoral cycle is about to begin in New
Hampshire. As with other cities and towns
across the state at various times and
places, Walpole Democrats will meet at 7
pm, Tuesday, March 5 at Walpole Town Hall
(first floor) to elect Democrat town officers
and delegates to the New Hampshire
Democratic Party’s 2013 Midterm and
2014 State Conventions. Local Democrat
Committee officers and delegates have
a vote at the annual conventions to
approve the party platform and to vote
on other party issues to come before the
Convention.
There is no cost to attend the caucus,
and it is open to all members of the
public. Any registered Democrat,
regardless of past political experience,
can run for an officer or delegate position.
All registered Democrats in Walpole
are invited to attend and participate in
this grassroots process. For questions or
further information, call Donna Drouin,
at 904-4008. 		
–Donna Droui

Walpole Republicans
The monthly meeting is on March 1
at Kristen’s Bakery (Washington Street
location) in Keene. The special guest will
be Kevin Smith, Former NH Gubernatorial
Candidate. Please join us for dinner
and the meeting, or the meeting only.
Appetizers, 5:30 to 6 pm (BYOB); dinner,
6-7pm; meeting, 7pm. Dinner is $25 per
person (collected at door). Contact Jane
Lane to reserve a seat for dinner at 3575093, or go to janelane@myfairpoint.net.
Please join us for cocktails on April 6,
with special guest NH Senate Majority
Leader, Jeb Bradley, at the Walpole Town
Hall, 5:30 to 6:30 pm. Donations accepted
at door. Dinner at Burdick’s, 7pm. Dinner
reservations required. RSVP Rob Kasper:
rjklaw@comcast.net
– Rob Kasper

Letters & Commentary
To the voters of Walpole:
On the Tuesday ballot at this year’s
town meeting, voters will have the
chance to approve a new provision for
Walpole’s zoning ordinance that will help
protect our soils and water.
The new provision only applies to
businesses that handle hazardous
materials in volumes that are regulated
under state and federal law. Under the
new provision, when a business like this
comes to the town’s planning board
for a site plan approval, the business
would be required to present soil and
groundwater protection plans and a spill
response plan as part of its application.
Also, the provision would require the
planning board to hire an engineer, at
the applicant’s expense, to review the
quality of these plans.
This process would not apply to:
• homeowners;
• family farms carrying out
conventional farming activities;
• businesses that have a bottle of spray
cleaner or the usual cleaning supplies on
hand;
• stores that sell hazardous substances
in small amounts packaged for retail
sales, such as bags of weed killer or
bottles of motor oil.
Key points to remember:
• The new provision doesn’t forbid any
businesses from locating in Walpole. All
businesses are still welcome in our town.
• The new provision doesn’t duplicate
current regulations. The state doesn’t

require businesses handling hazardous
materials to present soil or water
protection plans. The state itself doesn’t
monitor a town’s soil or water quality
unless a leak has already occurred. The
state does inspect underground tanks
containing petroleum-based products,
but only once every three years.
• The new provision does not require
a duplicate engineering study. It
requires only that the original protection
and response plans be reviewed by an
engineer who’s working on behalf of the
town and not on behalf of the developer.
• The new provision doesn’t cost
taxpayers anything.
This addition to the town’s zoning
ordinance has only one goal: to ensure
that when a business handles significant
amounts of hazardous materials in
Walpole, the town does everything
possible to protect our soil and water
supply and to protect ourselves from the
expenses of a costly clean-up. It only
takes one piece of equipment failing
once – no matter how well-meaning the
business might be – to poison one of
our town’s wells or ruin acres of our land.
Jaffrey is spending close to $75,000 to
scrub toxins from a town well; one of
Peterborough’s town wells has been shut
in since 1982 because no one knew that
dangerous materials were leaking into
soils and being leached into the water
supply.
Please support this provision on Tuesday,
March 12, to protect the resources we
count on for our future.
– Ben Daviss
Note: The Planning Board does not
recommend this article.
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The

is published monthly for the Walpole
community. Submissions about community
events and achievements are encouraged
for both the calendar and features.
Article submissions should be sent to:

walpoleclarion@gmail.com
Ad submissions should be sent to:

Ads@walpoleclarion.com
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Jan Kobeski
Barbara Kasper
Ray Boas
Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion
can be found at our website:
www.walpoleclarion.com

Continued from Page 5: Dogs

Those calmer wolves separate and
interbreed generation after generation;
and along with the calmer disposition
comes the floppy ears, the bicolored coat
and the bark. These animals who once
skittishly pattered around the edges of
the campfire light in search of discarded
food scraps now sleep at the edge of the
firelight among the humans, ready to
alert those sleeping if some other animal
comes in close to their camp.
Dogs became extensions of our senses.
Our big brain, capable of language and
planning and forethought came at a price
to the rest of our senses. Dogs have better
eyesight, hearing and sense of smell and
we came to rely on those abilities to hunt
and to protect. Together, we became a
powerful and unstoppable combination.
Dogs trotted next to us as we crossed onto
new continents, sat on boats that took
us over the horizon to populate distant
islands and pulled us on sleds to the farflung reaches of earth’s poles. Dogs are
one of the reasons humans were able to
colonize every part of the world.
*While foxes are related to wolves and
dogs (they are all part of the Canidae
family) foxes are of a different tribe, genus
and species.
– Gail Golec

Mail Subscriptions Available

Legislator
Contact Information:
Senator Molly Kelly

107 N. Main St.
Room 120
Concord NH 03301
(603) 271-2166
molly.kelly@leg.state.nh.us
www.mollykelly.com

Representative Tara Sad
82 North Road
Walpole, NH  03608-4705
(603)756-4861
tara.eric@gmail.com

Representative Lucy Weber
217 Old Keene Road
Walpole NH 03608
(603)756-4338
lwmcv@comcast.net
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We will be happy to send
the Clarion by first class mail
each month to out-of-town
addresses. New subscriptions: 3
months for $5; 6 months for $8;
or a full year for $15. (Current
subscriptions continue at the
original rate.) A check made
payable to the Clarion along
with address information can
be mailed to PO Box 757,
Walpole, NH 03608, or stop by
Costume Ladies at 54 Main St.
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Bad decisions make good stories.

The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Murray’s Restaurant, Walpole Wash ‘N Dry,
Real to Reel, Costume Ladies, Kasper Law Offices, Walpole Town Hall & Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls.

