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Contests for two elected positions  
face Walpole voters as they head   
to the polls on Tuesday, March 11.  
Candidates for two positions on the  
Planning Board are: Jamie Teague,   
Kelley Hicks, Eric Merklein, and   
Jason Perron. The position of an   
individual’s name on the ballot  
is determined by a sequencing  
memorandum issued by the State  
of New Hampshire each year. The  
selectboard seat being vacated by  
Jamie Teague this year is being sought  
by Steve Dalessio and Joe Aldrich.

Uncontested positions on the ballot 
this year include: Moderator – Ernest 
Vose; Treasurer – Ray Boas; Trustee of  
Trust Funds – Robert Kimball; Supervisor  
of Checklist– Cynthia M. Westover;  
Zoning Board – Ernest Vose; Library 
Trustee (1 year term) – Roberta Nelson; 
Library Trustee (3 year term) – Shirley 
Capron, Jennifer Kelly, and Katherine 
Nerrrie; and, Cemetery Trustee – Dale E. 
Woodward.

Polls at the Walpole Town Hall and St. 
Peter’s Church in North Walpole will be 
open from 8 am to 7 pm. This year’s ballots 
will include various school board issues 
and a petition warrant article. 

In 1995, the New Hampshire Legislature 
passed Senate Bill 2 (SB2) allowing towns 
to replace the traditional town meeting 
by placing all issues on the Tuesday paper 
ballots. It was felt that modern lifestyles 
had made it difficult for people to attend 
the meetings. Under SB2, a “Deliberative 
Session” is first held about a month prior 
to the town election. This session is similar 
in many ways to the traditional town 
meeting, except the wording and dollar 
  amounts of proposed ballot articles may 
  be amended.  No actual voting on the 
   proposals takes place at this session.  
   On election day, town officials are  
   voted on along with the town’s 
   budget and all other warrant  
      articles, all on the paper ballot. 
   Many larger municipalities  
     have adopted SB2, but some  
     have attempted to return to the 
 traditional town meeting. Most 
smaller New Hampshire communities 
have retained the traditional town 
meetings. 

Requiring a 60% vote for passage, the 
question is: “Shall we adopt the provisions 
of RSA 40:13 (known as SB2) to allow 
official ballot voting on all issues before 
the Town of Walpole on the 2nd Tuesday 
of March?” Walpole’s Selectboard does 
not recommend this petition article.

When polls close at 7pm Tuesday, the 
meeting will be recessed until Saturday, 
March 15th at 1 pm at the Walpole Town 
Hall, when the balance of the warrant 
articles will be acted upon.  First on the 
agenda is the town’s operating budget.  
The proposed 2014 budget of $3,190,538 
represents a decrease of 2.6 percent from 
2013.  The water and sewer operating 
budgets will also be voted upon, but 
these are funded by user fees and not 
taxes.  The most noticeable things in this 
coming year’s budget are the addition of 
a fourth full-time police officer (with costs 
partially offset by a reduction in part-
time hours and overtime); and, additional 
renovations to the town hall including 

FMRHS JROTC 
Goes Abroad

Renovation in 
Progress

The December, issue of the Clarion 
reported the need for structural repairs to the  
Congregational Church on Walpole Common.  
Since then, a successful fundraising effort 
has launched an ongoing renovation effort. 
To date, much has been learned; much has 
been done; the project continues:

When the layers of ceiling were 
removed from the first floor, the view 
was that of the original floor structure of 
the church built in the 1830s. It appears 
the Congregational Church was lifted 10 
feet four inches in 1873 to build a “vestry 
and kitchen under the raised sanctuary.” 
Imagine the process to raise a building 

Slightly less than a year ago, Chuck 
Bingaman (who has since moved to 
California and is much missed) wrote an 
article including some of the following 
information for the Eagle Times on the 
Fall Mountain JROTC. It was about the 
extremely high honor conferred upon our 
local unit – selected as New Hampshire’s 
sole representative to participate with 
49 other units from the remaining states 
in the ceremonies commemorating the 
70th anniversary of the Allied landing in 
Normandy on D-Day. The following is a 
recap and update on their progress.

On June 3, ten cadets and four adults 
from Fall Mountain Regional High 
School will leave for France to take part 
in the 70th anniversary D-Day program, 
consisting of ceremonies at the American 
Cemetery in Normandy and the American 
Liberation Victory Parade in Sainte-Mere-
Eglise, the first French village liberated by 
the Americans in 1944.
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Serving your legal needs for over 30 years

KASPER         ASSOCIATES
              

PLLC

603-756-4200

Walpole Wash ‘N Dry

Free Wi-Fi on premisis

Open  
6 am - 9 pm

next tO WalpOle Creamery

Hooper Golf Course 
Selectmen Update Property Status
 As you all know, as elected Select Board 

members of the Town of Walpole, we are 
also, by order of the Court, Trustees of the 
Hooper Trust.  We  take the responsibility 
seriously and regularly meet with the 
Chairman and Vice Chairman of the 
Hooper Study Committee.  Last August 
17, 2013 we held a properly noticed 

Town Hearing so the Hooper Study 
Committee could present their formal 
recommendations after nearly two 
years of work.  One hundred twelve 
people attended that hearing and a 
majority clearly expressed support for a 
Conservation Easement as well as the sale 
of the Hooper Property.

We took all  comments into  
consideration, reviewed the written 
recommendations of the Hooper 
Committee and at an open meeting of 
the Hooper Trustees on August 29, 2013, 
we voted unanimously to accept the 
recommendation for the Conservation 
Easement as well as the sale of the 
Property.  We  agreed to petition  the 
Probate Court to accept that decision.  
The Office of Charitable Trusts of the 
Attorney General’s office approved our 
decision and petition.  Currently, we are 
waiting for the Court to set a date for the 
hearing. 

Once there is an affirmative decision 
from the Probate Court we will approve 
the Purchase and Sale of the Conservation 
Easement  and advertise the 140 acres, 
more or less, for public sale.  Your generous 
support of this easement purchase is 
greatly appreciated.  In the meantime, we 
have renewed the Golf Club lease for the 
full calendar year of 2014.  We hope this 
clarifies the current status.

        – Jamie Teague, Charles Street, Whit Aldrich

Don’t  
give up;  

you  
never know 
when that  

next obstacle  
is going  
to be  

the last one.
   – Chuck Norris

Great River Co-op
The Great River Co-op has signed an 

agreement with Benson Woodworking 
Co. and the Monadnock Economic 
Development Corporation to build a 
location for the co-op’s future store. The 
location is in Walpole’s commercial district 
on Route 12.

Under the terms of the agreement, 
Benson and a team of partners will build 
a structure of about 4,000 square feet 
designed to the co-op’s specifications.  
The completed building will include all 
the equipment and inventory that the 
store needs to open for business. The 
co-op then will lease the stocked and 
equipped store from Benson, and will 
have the option to buy it at a future time. 
The building will be designed to be easily 
expandable to 6,000 square feet, which 
is the space the co-op expects to need 
when it has become fully established. 

“The Great River Co-op couldn’t ask for 
better partners than Benson and MEDC,” 
says Kim Mastrianni, president of the co-
op’s board of directors. “They both are 
known for their skills, their integrity, and 
their ability to ensure the success of the 
projects they take part in.”

The store’s construction depends on 
the Great River Co-op’s ability to raise 
necessary funds for the project through 
a combination of grants, loans from 
members, and sales of membership 
shares, an effort that will commence in 
the near future.  If the fund-raising effort 
is successful, the store could open during 
the spring or summer of 2016.

Benson Woodworking is the parent 
company of Bensonwood, the nation’s 
premiere timber frame builder.

Monadnock Economic Development 
Corporation is a private, nonprofit 
corporation that has fostered the 
development or renovation of more than 
$70 million in real estate in the Monadnock 
region since 1985.                 

– Ben Daviss
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                            – Bruce Willis

    Murray’s
It’s March and if you’re looking for 

authentic Irish fare this St. Patrick’s Day, 
you can’t do better than our very own 
Murray’s -- just downtown.

In 1855, Tom Murray’s great-grandfather 
emigrated from Ireland.  125 years later, 
Tom’s family opened the restaurant 
we all know and love in the very spot 
it still occupies. It was during a family 
discussion in 1979 that Richard Murray 
told his wife, Marolyn, and their children 
that Walpole needed a restaurant with 
good food reasonably priced. Two 
months later, Richard and his family 
opened for business.  It was January 5, 
1980, and “The Gathering Place” quickly 
became just that.  With Richard often 
on the road as a long-distance trucker, 
it was necessary to hire some additional 
help. His daughters, Cathleen, Carolyn 
and Christen often waited tables, and 
son Tom helped out when he was home 
from college, but further manpower was 
needed. Enter Marion Sheppard as chief 
cook, and Dave Wallace, who assisted 
her in the kitchen. When Tom obtained 
his business management degree from 
UNH, he returned to Walpole and joined 
the staff.  

A year or two after The Gathering 
Place opened, Charlie Booth (a regular 
customer) suggested the name be 
changed to simply “Murray’s” and it has 
flourished since then.  Before the Murrays 
opened their restaurant, the building was 
owned by Richard Boynton and housed 
Washington Square Realty. Then, briefly, it 
was occupied by a clothing shop. In 1985, 
the Murrays bought the building from 
Boynton. Tom says very little has changed 
since the 80s. The menu is still good, 
home-cooked food served for breakfast 
and lunch; and service hours are still 6am 
to 3pm.  One change has been to give the 
restaurant staff a day off.  Back in Richard’s 
day, Murray’s was open 7 days a week; 
now Sunday is a day of rest.

Over the past 34 years, Murray’s has 
served people slightly more famous than 
the Walpole regulars who fill the tables 
each day. Katie Couric, Tom Harkin and 
Ernest Hollings have all tucked into a 
meal there; and Fritz Wetherbee stops 
in now and again for a bite. (Al Gore 
missed out when he was in town back in 

’00 – that could be one reason he didn’t 
win the election.)  With Tom, the current 
staff includes Joan Balla, Lyndsae Hall, 
Tammy Sheppard (Marion’s daughter), 
Molly Sheppard  (Marion’s granddaughter 
and Tammy’s niece), Donna Tyler,  Justin 
Tyler, and Tom’s son, Patrick, when he’s on 
break from UNH. Tom likes to use fresh 
ingredients for his meals. He goes to 
Pete’s Stand during their season to bring 
locally-grown food to his kitchen. He also 
offers bison from Clark’s in Langdon, and 
– of course – his maple syrup is always 
real.

Tom also supplies Jake’s (and Vicky’s 
before that, and Tole’s Market prior to that) 
with to-go breakfast and lunch items. 
His McMurray’s breakfast sandwiches 
are delivered each morning by 6:30 in 
sausage, bacon and ham versions. There’s  
often a call to re-supply by 8:30. Tom 
says occasionally he follows a whim and 
makes Denver wraps – scrambled eggs, 
cheese and sausage folded in a tortilla. 
His daily sandwiches arrive by 8, and in a 
wide variety. There are usually roast beef, 
turkey, tuna, and Italian-style sandwiches; 
and you can generally count on finding 
some old-time favorites like egg salad 
and cream cheese & olive. John English 
was the original supplier when he owned 
the Drewsville Store, but designated Tom 
as his successor when he sold in 1991.

Although Tom prides himself on 
keeping what has worked so well for so 
long unchanged (he hasn’t raised his 
prices in 7 years!), he does like to innovate 
from time to time.  He’s especially partial 
to creating soups and signature salads. 
(When this author bemoaned the recent 
absence of a really delicious chicken salad 

UP
CLOSE

Continued 0n page 15
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stairwell repairs and refinishing, kitchen 
upgrades, and exterior painting.

The remaining articles to be voted 
upon Saturday, March 15th include:  1) 
two pieces of equipment for the highway 
department; 2) funds to be deposited in 
the Police Vehicle Capital Reserve Fund, 
which is an annual occurrence; 3) the 
creation of a Reservoir Trust Fund for the 
maintenance costs associated with the 
management of the dam and reservoir 
on the ‘reservoir lot’ with the funds 
coming from the proceeds of a timber 
cut to be performed in 2014-15;  4) the 
Quit Claim Transfer of a small piece of 
Town Property to the Hooper Trust; and, 
5) the discontinuance of a part of the old 
Third New Hampshire Turnpike which is 
essentially a lawn area on Old Stage Road.  
The Selectboard recommends approval 
of these remaining articles.

Taking part in town affairs by exercising 
your vote is an important part of being a 
citizen and resident of Walpole.  Mark 
your ballots on Tuesday, March 11th, and 
attend our historic and traditional Town 
Meeting on Saturday, March 15th at the 
Walpole Town Hall.     – Ray Boas

Candidate Thumbnails

Selectman: Joe Aldrich
Hi. My name is Joe Aldrich and I’m 

running for Selectman. I come from a 
family that has served the community in 
many capacities over the years and I’m 
excited for the opportunity to continue 
the tradition. 

I attended the Walpole schools K-8, and 
graduated from FMRHS in 1999. I earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Economics and 
a minor in Business Management from 
Keene State College in 2003. For about 
a year after college, I “bounced” around 
not quite ready to settle into a 9 to 5. I  
decided to join the Navy and left for boot 
camp in January, 2005. 

During my six years in the service I had 
some fun and exciting responsibilities, 
including being stationed in Washington, 
D.C. as the announcer for the official Navy 
news podcast, which aired six days a week 
on the www.navy.mil website. Later, I spent 
time as editor of the ship’s newspaper for 
the aircraft carrier USS Enterprise.  I also 
had intense and dangerous experiences 
such as waking up mornings to mortar 
explosions during a 2007 deployment to 
Kabul, Afghanistan, and also capturing 
thirteen Somali pirates on a 2010 
deployment aboard the Guided Missile 
Cruiser USS San Jacinto. I like to think my 
greatest achievement during my time 
in the service was somehow managing 

Selectman: Steve Dalessio
My name is Steve Dalessio and I am 

running for Selectman on March 11th. 
Being an effective Selectman takes 

management experience, involvement 
in the important issues of our town, and 
sincere commitment.  I will bring those 
qualities to Walpole’s Selectboard. If I am 
elected, the day-to-day affairs of the town 
will be managed professionally, efficiently 
and with transparency.

Widespread concerns have been raised 
about commercial development on Route 
12.  As a Selectman, I will encourage our 
town’s commissions overseeing land use 
to refine and improve, as needed, our 
town’s ordinances to ensure development 
continues in a thoughtful way.

As Vice Chair of the Hooper Study 
Committee, I helped to formulate the “Win 
Win Win” solution that is moving forward.  
Implementing the recommendation of 
the Hooper Study Committee will be one 
of my highest priorities. 

As a member of the town’s Wellhead 
Steering Committee, I have gained a 

Planning Board: Kelly Hicks
My name is Kelley Hicks, and I’m seeking 

a seat on the Planning Board.
I was born and raised in Walpole, and 

graduated from FMRHS in 1988. I attended 
Purdue University, graduating in 1993 
with a degree in management, special 
focus on Hospitality. I worked throughout 
the United States for a multinational hotel 
group in all aspects of the field before 
returning to Walpole in 2002 to assist in 
the family business, Hicks Machine Inc. As 
Principal and Vice President, I’m the third 
generation to steer this Walpole business 
and employer of 20. I have been active in 
the community as co-chair of the Walpole 
Old Home Day Committee; Recreational 
Committee member, Walpole Village 
School Board Member and graduate of 
the Walpole Leadership Academy. I’m an 
active fundraiser in the community and 
involved in numerous school activities 
and local youth sports, spear-heading the 
Walpole Walks-a-Million campaign. I’m a 
Walpole native who is seeking to continue 
Walpole’s family-friendly, business-friendly  
and environmentally-conscious practices.

Walpole needs to grow to meet the 
demands and needs of the next generation 
while maintaining the Walpole that we love. 
        – Kelley Hicks

Candidates for town office were invited 
to submit biographies to the Clarion for 
publication. All six candidates responded:

to marry above myself. My lovely wife, 
Samaira, and I have been married for six 
and a half years now. 

We returned home to Walpole in 
January 2011, and I have spent my 
time since then working for Corning 
Specialty Materials in Keene, coaching 
youth soccer and baseball, overseeing 
my rental real estate business in Virginia, 
and taking in the serenity of the beautiful 
town in which I grew up.  I’m running for 
Selectman because I love and care about 
the town, and I receive great satisfaction 
from the principle of service. I also trust in 
my intelligence, ability and competence 
to make decisions beneficial to our quality 
of life. I don’t just view your vote as an 
endorsement to a run for office, but also 
as a charge of responsibility for continual 
improvement and a pledge of your trust, 
which I will never break. 

Thanks for your vote!           
– Joe Aldrich

critical understanding of the efforts it 
takes to protect our water supply and I 
will fully support the committee’s work to 
its conclusion in 2015. 

I am also Co-Director of the Walpole 
Leadership Academy, sponsored by the 
Walpole Grange. My goal and the goal 
of the Academy is to cultivate the next 
generation of Walpole’s volunteer leaders.  

 Walpole needs a Selectman with proven 
experience and commitment.  My diligent 
involvement in the important issues 
facing our town, coupled with my deep 
experience in business management, 
makes me the right choice to be your next 
Selectman. 

Please vote for me on March 11th.
   – Steve Dalessio

Continued from Page 1: Town Meeting
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Planning Board: Jason Perron
My name is Jason Perron and I am 

running for Planning Board in Walpole.
I grew up in Walpole and value the great 

life this town provided for me as a child.  
Over the years I have seen many changes, 
and have some perspective as to what 
has kept our town vibrant and special. It is 
because of this sense of community that 
my wife, Laurel, and I have chosen to live 
here and raise our three children.  

I believe Walpole’s greatest strength 
is that people of different economic, 
generational and educational backgrounds  
can find common ground and work 
together for what is best for the town.  

The Planning Board’s role is to look 
toward the future and anticipate the 
needs of the community, while keeping in 
mind the past successes that have made 
Walpole such a special place to live. 

I am running for Planning Board, not 
because I have a cause or an agenda, but 
because I realize it is time for the next 
generation of Walpoleans to step up and 
give back to the community.  I take that 

Candidate Thumbnails
Planning Board: Eric Merklein

My wife, Tara Sad, and I have been 
residents of Walpole for more than 23 
years, and we are proud to have produced 
Walpole’s 250th birthday celebration in 
2002. 

In addition to mentoring Walpole 
students from grade school through 
their college years, I have served on the 
Planning Board more than 8 years as an 
alternate and a full member.  Over the 
years I have worked to provide for 30% 
open space and design guidelines in the 
commercial district, and worked directly 
with the corporate headquarters of a 
local company to solve problems with 
lighting and outdoor speakers that were 
a nuisance to abutters.

 When a local company proposed an 
office building and co-op on RT-12, I was 
in total support.  However, when someone 
also running for Planning Board voted 
to approve a high-density apartment 
complex behind Tractor Supply, I voted 
against this ill-advised project, knowing it 
would be a mistake for Walpole.

It is my core belief that the duty of 
Board members is to uphold the law, plan 
for the future, and work diligently and 
wisely with our neighbors, developers, 
and business people to help them 
achieve their goals.  I also believe that 
when making a decision on any project, it 
is essential that we preserve our heritage, 

protect our ecology, and maintain our way 
of life. Growth is inevitable, but I believe 
it must be channeled in such a way that 
we are able to pass this wonderful and 
extraordinary town of Walpole on to our 
grandchildren’s children.

Thank you for your support.
   – Eric Merklein

Planning Board: Jamie Teague
I have lived in North Walpole since 

November of 2000.  Wanting to be part 
of the community, I served my village on 
the Zoning Board and learned a lot about 
the differences between the village and 
the town in the process.  In order to bring 
some village representation to the town 
selectboard, I ran for his seat upon Mr. 
Miller’s retirement, and was honored by 
the public’s trust. Over the past 6 years, 
I have learned much about compromise 
and NH laws.  I thank Sheldon and Whit 
for sharing their knowledge and wisdom 
with me. I would like to continue my public 
service as a member of the Planning 
Board,  as I feel every board needs to have 
some level of diversity and difference 
of opinion to illicit the best decisions. I 
want the town to remain a vibrant and 
viable place for both young and old 
to reside. I believe in planned growth 
while maintaining small town charm.  If 
you don’t continue to attract people of 
all socio-economic backgrounds and 
businesses that serve the needs of your 
general population, your town will suffer 
and can’t sustain itself.  

Thanks and be well. 
   

– Jamie Teague

obligation seriously, and will be proud 
to carry on the tradition of hard work 
and volunteer service that so many have 
given over the years.

Thank you for your support.
   – Jason Perron
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am	 	
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Telos Whitfield  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 6 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 pm

  
  

    – David Niven

From left:  Bob Graves, Karin 
Mallory, Peg Graves, Peter 
Graves, Cindy Westover.

Great Brook Farm 
Farm of Distinction
On February 7, the Graves Family’s 

Great Brook Farm received the Farm of 
Distinction Award at the New Hampshire 
Farm & Forest Expo hosted by the New 
Hampshire Department of Agriculture in 
Manchester.  Governor Maggie Hassan 
addressed the crowd of nearly 200 and 
assisted with the award presentations.   
The NH Farms of Distinction program 
annually recognizes those New 
Hampshire Farms that go the extra mile 
to keep their busy farmsteads neat and 
attractive, thereby portraying a positive 
image for New Hampshire agriculture.  
Great Brook Farm was among the seven 
farms recognized this year.

John Graves established the farm 
in 1761, long before the American 
Revolution. The farm is now operated by 
Peter Graves, the 9th generation to do so 
with tradition handing the farm down 
from father to son. His nephew, Andy 
Westover (10th generation), works the 
farm with him. The 150-acre dairy farm, 
still with its original farm house, milks 
an average of 80 cows. Cindy (Graves) 
Westover, Peter’s sister and Andy’s 
mother, runs a self-service farm store in 
what was once the farm’s milk house. 
She sells raw milk, maple products and 
vegetables from the farm, and local ice 
cream and cheese.  

In her nomination of Great Brook 
Farm, Antonia Andreoli pointed out 
that not only has the family farmed the 
same land for more than 250 years, it has  

Project Graduation Golf
FMRHS Project Graduation and the 

Class of 2014 are organizing a Golf 
tournament fundraiser at Hooper Golf 
course in Walpole on Saturday, May 10, 
starting at 1 pm.

The tournament will be a scramble 
format with 4 golfers on each team; and 
there will be room for 16 teams. The 
tournament entry fee of $65 per golfer 
includes 18 holes of golf, golf cart, and a 
meal and beverage. Prize drawings will 
be held. This is a school-sponsored event, 
so alcohol will be prohibited. Spaces will 
be filled quickly, so please enter today.

 The event is also in need of sponsors; 
please consider donating to this 
worthwhile cause. We will advertise in 
multiple areas in the community, so 
sponsor names will be highly visible. We 
appreciate your support!

 If you have any questions, or would 
like to donate or be a sponsor, please call 
or email Terry Zehr at 904-4087, or terry_
zehr@yahoo.com

Please contact Golf Pro, Ron Rosko, at 
Hooper Golf Club to register your team at 
756-4080.    

– Terry Zehr

  donated much time and 
      energy to the town of Walpole 
  and the the community.   
    Family members have served 
       Walpole as Selectmen, Supervisor  
of the Checklist, and Fire Commissioner.  
Community activities have included the 
Grange; 4-H; Future Farmers of America; 
Walpole Congregational Church; and chair 
of Walpole Old Home Days.  In conclusion, 
Andreoli hailed members of the family for 
“their unbroken line stretching back to 
the very origins of our country.”

   – Ray Boas

Photo Provided
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Kevlar 
 contractors 

kevin warzecha

Walpole, NH  03608
603-209-3500

Interior/Exterior  
Remodeling Specialist

Continued from Page 1: Renovation 

of this size without all the hydraulics and 
equipment we have today.  Perhaps that 
explains why there were five layers of 
flooring in the upstairs sanctuary. Never 
meant to be a ceiling, the underside 
of the original floor was significantly 
compromised to level it for strapping and 
a plaster ceiling. The major timbers are 
softwood and a number of the joists were 
weakened by end checking or cracks and 
knots.  Structural fatigue and failing joists 
in the ensuing 140 years resulted in a sag 
of as much as six inches in the fellowship 
hall ceiling or the upstairs sanctuary 
floor.

The remedy to return the building to a 
safe environment has been the addition 
of new LVL beams and sister joists to 
strengthen the structure to carry the 
required load of 40 to 60 lbs. /sq ft.  The 
deflection or bounce in the upstairs has 
been eliminated.  We are now putting the 
church back together with new ceilings 
going up, rewiring in process, and soon 
to come an upgrading of the heating 
delivery system.  After the original project 
was approved the discussion turned to 
the old and drafty windows.  A second 

meeting of the Church approved the 
replacement of the current windows with 
energy-efficient windows, which will be a 
historic design, very similar in look to the 
original windows.

Through separate approvals, the cost 
for this milestone renovation is now 
$134,162.00.  Donations large and small, 
totaling $31,000.00, have been gratefully 
received to offset this expense, but we 
continue to ask for financial support as 
the church tries to cover this major and 
unexpected expense.  The cost of the 
replacement windows has been met and 
$14,000.00 remains 
to be raised to meet 
the goal of replacing 
the emergency funds 
withdrawn.

We are very thankful 
for the support received 
 from Church members, 
friends of the Church 
and local businesses 
that are helping fulfill 
this generation’s 
responsibility to  
maintain this historic  
community building.

              – Dale Woodward

Early in the project, the original floor and supporting beams were visible; 
this was originally the first floor of the structure – before the building was 
raised in 1873.

The renovated first floor in late February

photo: Dale	WooDWarD

Some of the bare bones…

Cutting a support beam

  
 

.
                                    – William Shatner
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Radio Follies - 2014
A few tables still remain for you to join 

the fun on Saturday, March 15, when the 
Walpole Players go “on-the-air” with Cabin 
Fever Radio Follies - 2014.  As was the case 
last year, there is one show only.  Doors 
open at 6:30 pm	when guests are invited 
to arrive with their dinners or snacks and 
favorite beverages. Seating is at round 
tables for eight prior to the radio program 
commencing at 7 pm. 

A sell-out audience thoroughly enjoyed 
last year’s event, sitting back in this 
“evening dining room” to listen to, and 
relive, classic broadcasts from the golden 
days of radio. The program is complete 
with period advertisements and musical 
accompaniment.  In all, airtime of about 
an hour and 15 minutes will carry you 
back to the 1930s, 40s, and 50s when life 
was a tad simpler.

Ticket prices are only $5 per person for 
a grand evening out, and are available 
at Galloway Real Estate, Costume 
Ladies, Real to Reel Video and Murray’s 
in Walpole.   Hurry in to purchase your 
tickets; and to reserve a table for your 
party, call Ray at 756-4545. Gather your 
friends, book a table, and pack your 
dinner and beverages to join the fun with 
The Walpole Players on Saturday, March 
15, at The Walpole Town Hall.     

– Ray Boas

Walpole Grange
The Walpole Grange meets the third 

Tuesday of each month in the Town Hall 
at 7:30 pm and is open to all. In addition to 
the regular monthly meeting this month, 
the Walpole Grange will be hosting a 
“Candidates Night” on March 3 at 7:00 pm 
at the Town Hall. Your vote is important 
and this will be a great opportunity to hear 
the candidates and to ask questions.

Today, Grange membership has been 
extended beyond its farm community 
roots to include individuals from all 
walks of life interested in rural concerns. 
The Grange is learning to adapt 
traditional values of the farm, family and 
community to the needs of an evolving 
modern society. This has created a 
social community service organization 
dedicated to a better quality of life based 
on the values that made America great. 
   

– Gwen Yardley

– Marcel Marceau

Do you have an idea for an interesting column or have you ever 
yearned to be a published writer? The Clarion welcomes submissions to  
entertain and inform our readers.  You may have an unusual hobby or 
         business (or know of someone who does) whose story needs telling.  

Send us your ideas or samples of your writing. Single submissions or 
regular contributions are both welcome; we will publish as space permits. 
                              Submit to: Walpoleclarion@gmail.com   

Writers  
Wanted!
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...besides developing the old
Bellows Homestead and Homestead 
Golf Course, Coply Amory started the 
Walpole Water & Sewer Company while 
developing the original Walpole Inn 
on Westminster Street?  The State 
of New Hampshire chartered the 
Walpole Water & Sewer Company in 
1903 “to operate a gravity system from 
an impounded stream” to “furnish 
people with a supply of pure water, for 
extinguishing fires, for manufacturing 
and other uses, and provide sewers for 
the village.”  

In the nineteenth century there were 
a number of private wells and springs 
throughout the village of Walpole, 
many of them semi-public in nature.  
There were also a number of reservoirs 
built around town to contain water for 
both domestic use and fire prevention.  
In 1881, a reservoir was constructed 
north of the Town House (as the Town 
Hall was formerly known) solely for fire 
protection – most likely on the site of 
the present soccer field/ice skating rink.  
Natural springs were tapped (some at 
the top of High Street) and the flow 
piped into the village to troughs or the 
reservoirs. However, as the village grew 
in population, the water supply became 
insufficient.  The springs and wells failed 
in the dryer summer months, pipes froze 
in the winter, and the flow of raw sewage 
was noxious and offensive.  Something 
had to be done.

In 1902, when Coply Amory was 
developing the old Mitchell house into 
the Walpole Inn, he laid a sewer line from 
High Street along Westminster Street 
into the river.  Eventually his line became 
part of the present sewer system. The 
incorporators of the new water company 
met in the summer of 1904, and soon 
received a contract from the village to 
provide 20 hydrants.  The Watkins Pasture 
(off what is now Reservoir Road) was 
purchased, and a 225-foot dam was built 
across Mad Brook to create a two-acre 
pond.  A crew of 60 Italians from Boston 
soon were digging to lay pipes. This 
reservoir was to hold 3,000,000 gallons 
– enough for 700 people to use for 100 
days at double normal usage.  From 
here, water was piped to the distribution 
reservoir on Prospect Hill Road which had 
a capacity of 250,000 gallons – a week’s 
supply for the village.  

Soon owners of homes and businesses 
in the village were connecting to the 
system, modernizing their kitchens and  
adding water closets.  The next year, the 
water pipes were extended north on 
Elm Street and in 1946 extended to the 

Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

Hubbard hatchery.  In 1953, the lines were 
further extended to the new Homestead 
development. The village unanimously 
voted to 

purchase the Walpole   
Water & Sewer   
Company in 1945 for   
$40,000, and operate   
it as a separate entity.

The Watkins Hill Well was installed in 
1950 and became the main source of 
water supply to the distribution reservoir.  
Fourteen years later, the River Well 
(located behind the present Pinnacleview 
Equipment) was added, pumping water to 
the reservoir as a supplement to the now 
350,000 gallon, below-grade storage tank 
on Prospect Hill. The original reservoir is 

no longer used as a water supply, but 
the extant dam must be maintained.  
The surrounding 54-acre forest, known 
as the Walpole Reservoir Town Forest,  

is open for public use with trails for 
nature-watching or cross country skiing.  
The entrance is at a gate about 1/2 mile 
from the corner of North and Reservoir 
Roads.  Further up Reservoir Road and 
opposite the Hooper Forest is the Water 
Company Town Forest, a 135-acre wildlife 
habitat.



P.10 Cal.



P.11 Cal.
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The Bellows Falls Opera House

 

Wednesday Evenings: 7pm

All Tickets $5.00
March: when irish eyes are smiling

March 5 
Going My Way

March 12 
The Boondock Saints

March 19 
The Molly MaGuires

March 26 
The Quiet Man

802-463-3964

The D-Day 70 Years Selection 
Committee sent a letter of invitation to 
Major John Cenney, commander of the 
FMRHS unit, in February of 2013. Marine 
Master Gunnery Sergeant Earl T. Hurrey 
wrote in part, “The D-Day Committee 
Chairman has tasked me with selecting 
one JROTC unit from each of the 50 states 
to be invited to participate in these events 
in Normandy, France in June 
of 2014. After doing extensive 
research on your program I have 
determined that the Fall Mountain 
Regional High School JROTC is the 
unit I would like to invite as the 
official representative for New 
Hampshire.”  Major Cenney also 
received a copy of the invitation 
from Mayor Marc LeFevre, the 
mayor of Sainte-Mere-Eglise, sent 
to Joel Biggs, Chairman of the 
D-Day 70th Anniversary Parade 
& American Musical Salute to 
Liberation.  The letter reads in 
part, “Almost 70 years ago, at the 
height of the Second World War, 
the village of Sainte-Mere-Eglise 
was recaptured by American 
airborne and land troops. Their 
heroic efforts helped this to be the first 
Normandy village liberated from Nazi 
tyranny.  It is an honor to … [extend] an 
invitation to you to join us in Sainte-Mere-
Eglise on this historic occasion. I thank you 
in advance for your willingness to share…
as we commemorate the D-Day Landings 
in Normandy.  By your presence we will 
be reminded of the sacrifices made by 
your forebears on behalf of our citizens.  
We are truly grateful for those sacrifices 
and will forever value our friendship.”

The students, their families, and school 
officials are fully sensible of the honor 
and the opportunity being offered.  Major 
Cenney noted that this anniversary could 
well be the last one allowing cadets to 
share the ceremonies with men who made 
that landing in 1944. He also considers the 
trip to be a mission -- confirming FMRHS 
core values of citizenship, responsibility, 
respect and integrity. The cadets will be 
representing not only their school, but 
their state and their country – a profound 
privilege.  

Since accepting the invitation, the 
cadets have been taking on odd jobs and 
working wherever possible to raise the 
nearly $3,000 per person necessary to 
make the trip. Major Cenney noted that 
roughly 20 cadets were originally intending 
to participate, but that the strict unit and 
academic requirements, significant cost, 
and attrition by relocation and medical 
issues depleted the number of attendees 
by half.  Cadets are obligated to maintain 
a B or higher average, be an LET Level II 

Cadet, participate in a minimum of 80% of 
the year’s unit Community Service events, 
meet or surpass all regulation cadet 
standards, and make the trip payments 
on time. The ten remaining cadets have 
raised slightly more than half of the total 
cost so far, meeting every installment 
payment deadline on time.  Their own 
efforts, through part-time and odd jobs, 
have supplied 93% of their funds thus far, 

with only a small percentage having been 
donated. Their next deadline is in April, 
when they will need to make another 
payment of $400 each.  

The $3,000 cost includes all air and 
ground transportation, lodging, meals, 
and tours.  After the D-Day ceremonies 
are over, the cadets will be traveling to 
Paris for ROTC-coordinated activities 
including visits to Notre Dame, the Eiffel 
Tower, the Champs Elysees, the Arc de 
Triomphe, the Opera, Montmartre and 
the Louvre.  They return home on June 
10. With Major Cenney, adult chaperones 
will be Sergeant First Class Forde Delibac, 
Principal Tom Ronning, and Mrs. Ellen 
Kok.  (Mrs. Kok is a part-time resident of 
Drewsville and The Netherlands, and the 
author of a book about the FMRHS JROTC 
titled CADETS.  More information about 
her and/or the book may be found online 
at http://www.netherlight.org/ or http://
www.cadets.us.)  Cadets Amanda Martel, 
Holly O’Brien, Riley Sabol, Patrick Moody, 
Kyle Dawson, David Faulkner, Walter Vose, 
Randy Rumrill, Bruce Willets, and James 
Ronning will be participating.

While neither Major Cenney nor the 
cadets are soliciting donations, the editorial 
staff at The Clarion believes this may be an 
opportunity many of our citizens would 
like to support.  Anyone who would like to 
offer work opportunities for the students 
or to make a direct donation to help offset 
travel costs should contact the Major at Fall 
Mountain Regional High School.  
   – Barbara Kasper

Continued from Page 1: JROTC 

JROTC Cadets: Photo from Ellen Kok’s 
book, CADETS.

 
      

 
    
                        – Jon Bon Jovi
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Baseball 
Wild Blue
The first Walpole Wild Blue piece for 

The Clarion each year is always the 
toughest. Getting excited about baseball 
– and getting others to even think about 
baseball – is a tall order when there are 
two feet of snow on the ground and the 
mercury is in the ‘teens.

But “spring training” has started for 
Walpole’s team. Sore arms, pulled backs 
and yanked leg muscles are already 
starting as we head for our third season 
playing wooden bat baseball at the 
spectacular Walpole field complex.

Last year, Walpole made it to the finals 
game and lost in the bottom of the 9th 
with the tying run on 3rd and winning run 
on 2nd. It was a heartbreaker for sure, but 
one of the more exciting finals games in 
Connecticut River Valley Baseball League 
(CRVBL) history.

This year, the CRVBL Cup is coming to 
Walpole. We’ve got the scariest line-up in 
the league, and the deepest – and scariest 
– bullpen. 

2014 will also include a fun rivalry: a 
second team from around the Walpole 
area has formed and will join the CRVBL 
schedule. The Maples, known last year 
as the McGill Team, will take the field 

this year as a league team after a try-out 
season last year. 

Schedules aren’t out yet, but Walpole’s 
home opener will be around the third 
weekend of April.  Like last year the Wild
Blue will have        games on various  
days of the      week, but will  
likely aim for     Friday nights,  
Saturdays and                Saturday nights.

While we’ve        secured a few  
sponsors thus       far, the Wild Blue is  
always grateful      for town support.  
By the Clarion’s         March deadline, the 
Wild Blue         has already received  
sponsor                     commitment from the

 Savings Bank of Walpole, Clark-Mortenson 
Insurance and Financial Services, and 
Kasper & Associates.

The Wild Blue Roster: Gary Dennis 
(Manager), Shortstop; Frank Brown (Co-
Manager, Bench Coach), Pitcher & Second 
base; Chris Ballou (Co-Manager, Bench 
Coach), Pitcher & Left field; Blake Gowen,  
Outfield & Infield; Drew Davis, Outfield, & 
Infield; Joey Parrot, Pitcher & Outfield; Eric 
Baker, Third base; Jed St. Pierre, Outfield; 
Kaian Wilkes, Catcher & Outfield; Ryan 
Kohler, Pitcher & Infield; Brian Pickering,  
First base; Jamie Spence, Pitcher & First 
base; Tom Murray, Team Support & 
Second base.  – Gary Dennis

Walpole Maples
It’s hard to believe – with the weather 

outside – that it’s time to start talking 
baseball!

Last year’s independent baseball team, 
McGill’s Sugarhouse, is now called the 
Walpole Maples. Walpole Maples baseball 
is now part of the 8-team CRVBL baseball 
league and will be playing its home 
games at Hubbard Park. As the season 
gets closer, we will get our schedule out 
and list the players on our roster. We look 
forward to our continued fan support 
and a very exciting team on the field. The 
Walpole Maples team is run by Ken and 
Mark McGill.  

– Mark McGill



SAVE THE DATE!Walpole Old Home Days 2014
June 25th – 29th

Event Sponsors Needed!

email: Kelley Hicks - Kelley@hicksmachine.com or Cindy Westover - cindy@gallowayservices.com
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TheWalpole Clarion
is published monthly for the Walpole 

community. Submissions about community 
events and achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features. 
Article submissions should be sent to: 

walpoleclarion@gmail.com

Ad submissions should be sent to: 
Ads@walpoleclarion.com
April issue deadline: March 21

 Staff:  Jan Kobeski  
   Barbara Kasper 
   Ray Boas 
   Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion  
can be found at our website:

www.thewalpoleclarion.com

Letters & Commentary

Mail Subscriptions Available
We will be happy to send 

the Clarion by first class mail 
each month to out-of-town 
addresses. New subscriptions: 3 
months for $4.50; 6 months for 
$9; or a full year for $18. (Current 
subscriptions continue at the 
original rate.) A check made 
payable to the Clarion along 
with address information can  
be mailed to PO Box 757,  
Walpole, NH 03608, or stop by  
Costume Ladies at 54 Main St.

Vote No on SB2
On Tuesday, March 11th, the voters of 

Walpole will be asked to decide whether 
or not to keep our traditional form of 
government – the Town Meeting.  

We urge you to vote against the SB2 
initiative.  

At Town Meeting, we see and hear the 
local color, join in spirited debate with our 
neighbors, and participate in democracy 
at its best. 

Once we lose the Town Meeting, this 
most iconic of New England traditions, 
it will be lost forever.  Of the 67 towns in 
New Hampshire that are currently SB2, 
there have been 55 attempts to repeal 
the law - all of which have failed because 
repeal requires a super majority or two 
thirds vote.

In an SB 2 town, very few people 
attend the deliberative session.  The 
state municipal association examined 27 
towns and found that an average of 2.4 
percent of registered voters attended the 
deliberative sessions in 2010.  This means 
that a very small but determined special 
interest group can attend and amend 
the warrant items.  Once the deliberative 
session ends, there is no possibility of 
further amendment, and the only option 
at the polls is to vote “yes” or ‘no” to each 
individual warrant article.  In effect, this 
amounts to government by ambush.    

Please vote against SB2. 
 – Rep. Tara Sad and Rep. Lucy Weber
     Walpole 

Don Bowry
will be buried with honors in Arlington Cemetery  

at 1 pm on Thursday, March 27.  
Jane and her family invite all their friends from St. John’s  

and Walpole to attend the ceremony  
and celebrate Don’s distinguished career in service to our country.
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YMCA
Camp Information Parties
It’s been a long, cold winter, but the 

staff at Meeting Waters YMCA has been 
hard at work making plans for their 
50th consecutive summer of camp 
programming.

The regional Y will be hosting two 
Cabin Fever Relief-Camp Information 
Parties in March. One will take place at 
the Y’s program center in Bellows Falls on 
Friday, March 7. Another will take place 
at Marlboro College Graduate Center in 
Brattleboro on Friday, March 14. Both 
events will run from 5:30-6:30 pm.

Meeting Waters YMCA camp staff will 
lead camp activities, provide healthy 
camp snacks, introduce the many financial 
assistance options, talk about bus service 
from 11 area communities, answer questions,  
and accept registrations for the 2014 
camp season. All youth who pre-register 
at the event will receive a free camp shirt. 
Children and parents are encouraged to 
wear summer clothes to the event.

Both events are free and open to the 
public. For more information about 
these parties and the regional Y’s day 
camp for 6-13 year-olds, Leaders-in-
Training program for 14 and 15 year-olds, 
and KinderCamp program, visit www.
meetingwatersymca.org, follow them on 
Facebook, or call the main office at (802) 
463-4769.

Meeting Waters YMCA is a charitable, 
social service organization serving the 
Brattleboro, Bellows Falls, Fall Mountain, 
and Springfield regions. It strengthens 
the foundations of community through 
youth development, healthy living, and 
social responsibility.              

– Steve Fortier

Community Garden
Save the Date! Saturday, March 29 

at 10 am. We, the Walpole Community 
Garden members, invite you to join us 
as we celebrate the start of our 6th year! 
We encourage anyone who is interested 
in organic gardening to meet with us 
at the Walpole Town Library. We are 26 
gardeners strong, with room for new 
members.

No experience is necessary; we consider 
ours to be a teaching garden. Our 
membership has a diverse background of 
growing experience, and we love to share 
what we have learned with others! 

Come see our new Garden slide 
presentation, learn about our unique “No-
Till” practices, and sit in on a Question & 
Answer session with members. We are 
dedicated to donating part of our garden’s 
abundance to the Fall Mt. Food Shelf, and 
Applewood senior housing. We strive to 
improve our soil production, sustainable 
food quality, and seed-saving. Our young, 
heirloom fruit orchard is supported by 
Permaculture plant guilds in a field of 
spring daffodils.

New member sign-ups will take place at 
the Community Garden meeting. We look 
forward to seeing you there! Questions? 
Contact Nick at: nickzachary@hotmail.
com or Fritze Till at: fritzetill@gmail.com, 
or phone  445-5283.          

– Nick Zachary

Hooper Institute
Hello, Walpole teens!  It’s time to apply 

for the Hooper Institute summer work 
program.  Students currently in grades 8 
through 11 are eligible.  Hooper sponsors 
teens to work at local farms doing chores 
and caring for a variety of animals.  There 
are also opportunities to work with 
plants by helping at an apple orchard, 
vineyard, produce farm and possibly 
landscaping.  Students can also work at 
the Town recycling center.  The work is 
not for everyone!  It is usually dirty and 
hard, but for the right person it is fun and 
satisfying.  There are also a few positions 
open to be a counselor at the Hooper 
summer camps for two weeks.

If you think you would like the 
challenge, call the Institute at 756-4382 
and leave your contact information.  You 
may also e-mail us at HOOPERINSTITUTE@
myfairpoint.net.

Applications are due by April 30.  
Along with the application, you must 
complete two interviews: one with the 
Hooper Institute committee and the 
second with your potential employer. The 
program begins on the last day of school 
in June and runs until the week before 
school begins in August. Over the past 
16 summers of the work program, 181 
Walpole students have worked about 
25,000 hours in the community.   
   – Eloise Clark

Continued from Page 3: Murray’s

from the menu, Tom allowed as how he 
could probably whip it up on any given 
day anyway. This rash statement will be 
tested…) He’s also not averse to trying 
out new requests – like deep-fried green 
beans. He has promised to consider deep-
fried pickles.

Murray’s hasn’t closed for vacation 
time in more than 2 decades. When Tom 
needs a day or two to ski, Joan oversees 
the operation of the restaurant.  When 
Dave Westover asked Murray’s to supply 
the homemade pies he offers a la mode 
at the Scoop Shop, it was Joan who 
was assigned to make them.  Joan and 
all the staff will be on hand for the full 
house expected on St. Patrick’s Day.  As 
in years past, Tom’s traditional menu will 
be served: Corned beef & Cabbage, Irish 
Stew, and good Irish soda bread. Best to 
get there early as his regulars know Tom’s 
motto, “Extra good, not extra expensive,” 
and will be sure to have saved their tables. 
                     

– Barbara Kasper

 
  

 
 

  
  
 

                      

                          – Dr. Seuss
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Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest 
AED in town in the event of a Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street

Benson’s Woodworking 
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road

LaValley’s Building Supply 
40 Meadow Access Lane

Hooper Golf Course 
166 Prospect Hill Road

Congregational Church 
15 Washington Street

Vehicles:
WFD – Rescue 4

WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers 

Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain

Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I

Dennis Croteau, EMT-I

WRAP
Interested in shaving a slice off your tax 

bill?  Easy enough. 
The town of Walpole pays about 

$40,000 a year to dispose of its yellow 
trash bags.

On the other hand, Walpole earns 
about $185,000 every year for its recycled 
materials.

The math is plain enough: recycling is a 
three-for for your wallet. Everything you 
take out of the yellow trash bags lowers 
taxation costs and everything you put 
in the recycle bins raises town revenues. 
Plus - if you recycle, you buy far fewer of 
those yellow trash bags at $2.00 a pop.

True, recycling is a bit of a pain; but it is 
possible to start simple. Glass and paper 
are especially heavy. Put all your glass into 
one bin, all your magazines in another bin 
and all your newspapers (and everything 
that comes in a newspaper) into a third 
bin. Violà - money saved for you and all 
Walpolean parties.

Looking at recycling for the year 2013, 
recycle volume was down about 3%.  It’s 
too early to calculate what that means in 
possible revenue changes. However, our 
disposal costs for 2014 will fortunately be 
going down significantly, about $12,000 
– $14,000.  This is an unanticipated but 
very pleasant consequence of the closing 
of Wheelabrator in Claremont.

The recycling crew would like to thank 
all the Walpole businesses and residents 
who continue to make recycling in 
Walpole such a success.

The recycling crew would also like to 
thank the 50 – 60 volunteers who man the 
recycling bins which allows the recycling 
employees to focus on processing the 
commercial materials, and on preparing 
recycled material for shipment out of our 
plant to distant locations.

For our part, we Walpoleans would like 
to thank Paul Colburn, Paul Clark, Tom 
Fitzgerald and Greg Given for making our 
recycling center such a clean, efficient, 
and friendly  place.

The recycling crew does have some 
traffic-flow requests: if you are only 
dumping trash in Walpole Bags, stay to 
your left; if you want only to access the 
recycle bins, stay to your right. 

 If you want to do both, you must choose 
where you want to start (right or left), and 
then drive all the way around again to the 
opposite side for your other stop. Do not 
drive diagonally across from trash to bins 
or vice versa.  Please be aware that while 
you’re at the recycling center you are in 
a traffic situation, just as on any road or 
highway. 

When you pull up to the compacter, 
please have your trash already in the 
yellow trash bags. Don’t park there while 
you sort your trash and/or put your trash 
into the yellow bags. The compacter  is too 
busy a spot for any prolonged parking

Kudos to the staff and volunteers at our 
recycling center for working through and 
surviving the Polar Vortex x 2 -- I hope we 
have seen the last of that phenomenon.  
December and January were not the 
easiest months to manage despite having 
heat at the center (made possible by 
reusing the oil brought in for recycling). 
The center’s only expense for heat is a 
$70.00/year electric bill. 

I had a very interesting and pleasant 
conversation with Paul Colbum in 
preparing this update. Paul tells me the 
new budget has been prepared for town 
meeting, and there will be no new articles 
introduced. While maintaining the status 
quo, he is always on the lookout for new 
products to recycle and buyers for them.  
Outlets for our recycled products are 
both local and world-wide. Check out 
the Walpole Recycling Website at www.
walpolerecycling.com. The website is a 
treasure trove of pertinent information. 
If you have a question about what can or 
cannot be recycled, it’s on the website. 
If you’re interested in volunteering, the 
schedule is on the website. Want to know 
when the Re-use Center is open? That’s 
on the website, too, and so much more. 
Thank you to Jill Robinson who does a 
great job of posting new information and 
maintaining the site.

Gentle reminders: only plastic with a 1 
or 2 code can be recycled. Please follow 
signs on the recycle bins; this is very 
important as contamination of product is 
always a concern. Bottle caps go in your 
Walpole Bag.   

As always, volunteers are very welcome. 
Again, thank you to all the volunteers and 
staff at the recycling center for keeping it 
the best there is.   

– Joe Beer & Carolyn Norback

  
  

  
 
  

  
  

  

–Clare Boothe Luce
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Hooper Hill Hoppers
I guess the club’s little “Snow Dance” 

really worked this time. February has 
been good to us this year, bringing us 
an abundant amount of snow. I’m sure 
there are those who could do without it, 
but as a club we need it to survive. The 
club depends on annual dues from its 
membership, but more importantly, on 
the many fundraising events we have all 
year long. We help a local vendor at his 
food booth at the NHSA Grass Drags every 
fall; we have a food booth at the Keene 
Pumpkin Festival; and we have a food 
booth at Walpole Old Home days, just to 
mention a few. We may also occasionally 
receive reimbursement from the state for 
trail maintenance work, but this money is 
based solely on registrations the previous 
year. More snow means more registrations. 
Most of our trails are open to the public, 
so instead of staying home and stewing 
about the snow, get out on a nice, sunny 
day and enjoy some of the fantastic views 
to be had around the Walpole area along 
our trails. I’m actually glad to see all the 
people cross-country skiing, walking, 
sledding and snow-shoeing along these 
trails during the winter months. Hundreds 
of volunteer hours go into them each year 
just preparing them for the season.

We had a very successful annual “Poker 
Run” on February 22, despite the rain and 
mild weather that rolled in a couple of 
days earlier. Everyone had to ride to four 
designated places and pick up a poker 
chip. Each chip was a different color and 
the final chip was received at Great Brook 
Farm. The club provided hamburgers 
and hot dogs at the farm, and many 
people brought a dish. Participants then 
redeemed their chips for five playing 
cards. Holders of the highest and lowest 

hands split the pot, which was comprised 
of the $5 entry fees. It was a great turn-
out (as usual) and a big Thank You goes 
out to Peter Graves for hosting the event 
again this year.

Hopefully, we are not finished with 
snowfall quite yet because we still have 
2-3 club rides planned. Spring is indeed 
right around the corner though, and the 
sun is shining longer every day.  So, for 
those who don’t participate in a winter 
hobby - you can begin to smile again. 
   

– Mike Powers

The Poker Run board
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Legislator  
Contact Information:

Senator Molly Kelly
107 N. Main St.

Room 120
Concord NH 03301

(603) 271-2166
molly.kelly@leg.state.nh.us

www.mollykelly.com

Representative Paul Berch
956 River Road

Westmoreland, NH  03467-4408
(603)399-4960

pberch@myfairpoint.net

Representative Bill Butynski
PO Box 105

Hinsdale, NH  03451-0105
(603)336-7498

williambutynski@aol.com

Representative Tara Sad
82 North Road

Walpole, NH  03608-4705
(603)756-4861

tara.eric@gmail.com

Representative Lucy Weber
217 Old Keene Road
Walpole NH 03608

 lwmcv@comcast.net

By the time you read this, we will 
have gotten through Groundhog Day, 
Valentines’ Day, Presidents’ Day and the 
ice, cold and snow of February.  Most are 
looking forward to Daylight Savings and 
the First Day of Spring.  

My friend, Elwud, redeemed himself 
from his Christmas disaster.  He got Velma 
a box of chocolates, some flowers, and 
took her out to dinner.  Of course, she still 
hasn’t discovered that he used her hidden 
cache of egg money to pay for it all...  

If you are reading this, then you have 
almost made it through the crazy winter 
of frigid temperatures, ice, snow and mini 
heat-waves.  However, if you think those 
temperatures were cold, you should have 
been around the year I turned six.  It was 
back at the farm we lived on in Chester, 
Vermont.  It got so cold that the mercury 
froze in the thermometer.  It got so cold 
we thought we had lost our old horse, 
Chub. Chub was the work horse on our 
farm.  He was a great work horse.  He 
would not move a muscle until you spoke 
to him.   You’d say “Giddap”  and he would 
move forward, and “Whoa” and he would 
stop.  He never nipped nor kicked nor 
swished his tail in your face.  He did have 
a bad habit of releasing gas but that’s a 
story for another time.  

Well, it was in the mid 1940s when a 
major nor’easter hit and the temperatures 
dropped to minus thirty degrees in a 
matter of minutes.   We hurried through 
our chores, locked down the barn doors 
and headed for the house.  Once inside, 
we stoked the wood stoves and hunkered 
down for the duration.  Twenty-four hours 
later we were able to venture out to tend 
to our animals.  Imagine our shock when 
we found not only the outside barn door 
open, but Chub’s stall door agape and 
him nowhere to be seen.  Well, between 
the snow we already had and the new 
accumulation, Chester and surrounding 
areas were buried in more than 10 feet of 
snow.  We mourned the loss of poor old 
Chub and wondered what we would find 
come spring.

The temperature remained below zero 
much of the time, way into the end of 
March.  Then on March 30, them high and 
low pressure systems did something that 
happens perhaps only once a century.  
Don’t ask me what it is called but it 
caused the temperature to go from minus 
ten degrees to over sixty in a matter of 8 
hours.  Snow melted and people started 
shedding clothes.  And there, not twenty 
feet from the barn, stood old Chub in near 
perfect condition.  As we stood around 
with our mouths open and speechless, 
my older sister said, “I wonder what would 
happen if someone hollered Giddap?”  As 
she said it, Old Chub shuddered, walked 
into the barn, and started eating hay like 
nothing had happened.

Of course, my friends said I made it all 
up but I promise that is the true story as 
near as I can recall.

Gala & Benefit Auction
The Brattleboro Museum & Art Center 

(BMAC) is throwing a party at Alyson’s 
Orchard in Walpole on Saturday, April 
5, starting at 5 pm. This year’s festivities 
include music by Samirah Evans & The 
Band of Love, appetizers, food stations, 
a dessert bar by Hardy Foard Catering, 
a great selection of beer and wine, and 
dancing to your heart’s content. Also 
included are silent and live auctions of 
amazing art, jewelry, fine wine, dining 
experiences, and vacation getaways. 
Tickets are $75 (or $560 for a table of 8) 
and may be purchased online at www.
brattleboromuseum.org or by calling 
802-257-0124, ext. 101. 

This fundraising event supports the 
museum’s education programs that 
reach children throughout the Upper 
Connecticut River Valley.       

– David Howell

  

                            – Rudolf Nureyev
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Local HCS Services
HCS Wellness Clinics in Walpole

HCS will hold Nurse Is In clinics in the 
Walpole area on Friday, March 28.  An 
HCS wellness nurse will be available at 
Applewood Senior Housing in Walpole 
from 10	 -11am, and at St. Peter Church 
in North Walpole from 11:30am-12:30pm.  
The nurse will check blood pressures and 
be available to answer questions about 
home care and any health concerns you 
may have. Screenings are open to the 
public and are offered free of charge.
HCS Offers Walk-in Hours

Home Healthcare, Hospice and 
Community Services welcomes residents 
of Walpole to Walk-in Wednesdays. The 
first Wednesday of every month, our 
staff members who specialize in home 
care, geriatric care management and 
hospice will be on hand to talk with you 
individually about your specific concerns.  
Drop by for completely free, off-the-
record, no-commitment advice. 

Walk-in Wednesdays will be held the 
first Wednesday of each month from 3 
-5pm at the HCS office in Charlestown, 
located in the Medical Center Building on 
Arborway off Elm Street, and at the Keene 
HCS office at 312 Marlboro Street.  The 
next Walk-in Wednesdays are scheduled 
for March 5 and April 2.  Those who are 
not able to stop by are encouraged to call 
352-2253 for information any time.

Home Healthcare, Hospice and 
Community Services is a Monadnock 
United Way agency.
Bereavement Support

Hospice at HCS offers a grief support 
group in the Walpole area for anyone 
who has recently experienced the loss 
of a loved one. The group will meet the 
first and third Wednesdays of every 
month from 4:30 to 6 pm at the First 
Congregational Church.  Discussions 
are facilitated by Mary Souzzi, LICSW.  
The next meetings will be Wednesdays, 
March 5 and March 19.

There is no charge to participate, but 
registration is required.  To register, call 
Lynn Anne Palmer at 352-2253.  For more 
information visit www.HCSservices.org. 
   – Lara Larson

Dancing with the Stars
…and Starring Kathy Reilly
The Keene High School Project 

Graduation Board announces the first 
annual Dancing with the Keene Stars! The 
ballroom dancing competition that pairs 
dancers from the Keene Fusion Studio 
with a mix of community members will be 
held at the Keene High School Auditorium 
April 25 & 26. 

The lineup includes Randy Beaton, 
Keene Fire Fighter; Tom Hastings, Dentist 
and owner of Hastings Dental Health; 
Mark Hayward, Principal of Westmoreland 
School; Ashton Kane, veterinarian and 
owner of Westside Animal Hospital; Lisa 
Nugent, Vice President of Peoples United 
Bank; Ray Phillips, Keene Fire Fighter; Deb 
Pickering, paralegal at Donahue Law; 
Bethany Priest, radio host at Monadnock 
Radio Group; Steve Pro, owner of Septic 
Pro; Eli Rivera, Sherriff; and Sue Wilbur, 
owner of Mia Capelli Salon; and The 
Walpole Players’ own Kathy Reilly, 
veterinarian from Park Place Veterinary 
Hospital.

Modeled after “Dancing with the Stars,” 
the hit television show, audience members 
vote after the first half of the show.  The 
second half includes performances by 
Rich and Pam Clough as well as other area 
dancing/performing groups.  

Tickets are $15 and may be purchased 
by emailing KeeneDWTS@gmail.com, or 
by calling Karen Rathbun at 852-5405.  
Checks may be made payable to KHS 
Project Graduation and may be mailed 
to:  Karen Rathbun, 199 Pond Brook Road, 
West Chesterfield, NH 03466.

  
  

  
 

                      – Rex Harrison

Oops…
A wayward  auto backed into one of the 
columns supporting the canopy in front  
of  the Walpole Tavern in early February.   

The column appears to have been 
the only casualty.  
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The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole   Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Murray’s Restaurant, Walpole Wash ‘N Dry,  

Real to Reel, Costume Ladies, Kasper Law Offices, Walpole Town Hall, Walpole Library & Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls. 

How are you supposed to fold a fitted sheet?


