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Walpole High Class of ‘58  

The Class of 
‘58 enjoyed 
spectacular 
scenery during 
their reunion:  
a Norwegian  
fjord. 

The Walpole High School Class of 1958 
celebrated its 55th Class Reunion with 
the Vikings. High school class reunions 
are pretty routine, but how about one 
which necessitates a 10,000 mile round- 
trip plane ride with dashes through 
foreign airports to meet connecting 
flights. Several members of the Walpole 
High School Class of 1958 recently did 
just that. Here is how it came about:

In 1957, Froydis Krossoy, aka “Sunny”  
joined the Class of ‘58 as an exchange 
student from Norway for her senior 
year. Walpole, at the time, had its own 
high school (since consolidated with Fall 
Mountain Regional High School). She 
stayed in contact over the years and even 
came back for two earlier class reunions. 
Five years ago she said; “You know we 
are not getting any younger. I would like 
to repay the hospitality you showed me 
during my senior year and over the many 
years since by inviting you to my country 
and my home for our 55th class reunion.”

The Class of 1958 was small – only 
twenty, several of whom have since 
passed away. Most of the regular 
attendees at class reunions who were not 
encumbered with health issues jumped 
at the opportunity. Those making the 
trip were Gerry (Hill) Chandler, Verne 
(Christian) Greene, Donald McNaughtan 
and his wife Marlene, and Albert Kittredge 
and his wife Anita.

With a little planning and the good 
fortune of planes arriving on schedule, 
we linked up at the Oslo airport and 
embarked on a four and one half hour 
drive to the small village of Vagamo, 
Norway, where Froydis and her husband, 
Ivar Schjoelberg, live. Ivar recently retired 
as the headmaster of the local middle 
school and Froydis retired as guidance 
counselor for regional schools. Froydis 
and Ivar planned a program of activities 
for the one-week visit which could 
not have been duplicated by the most 
expensive of tourist packages.

We can’t say enough good things about 
our fellow classmate and her wonderful 

husband who opened their home and 
made us feel so welcome. With few 
exceptions, meals during our stay took 
place at their table. Their diets are healthy. 
Our meals were very Norwegian with a 
lot of boiled vegetables. We didn’t have 
any fried food the entire trip. Everything 
was delicious. 

Norwegians are a hardy people who 
enjoy the outdoor way of life: hiking, 
skiing, ice skating, football (soccer) and 
the like. We remarked to our hosts that 
we did not observe a single obese person 
and were amazed that no one locked 
their doors. They responded, “you will see 
more of that in the cities.”.

We observed lots of log homes with 
traditional sod roofs – even in the 
populated areas. The interiors of all the 
homes were spotless, and most were 
covered with very light-colored wood. 
Another lesson Americans could take 
from the Norwegians was the villages and 
countryside were devoid of trash – not a 
piece of paper, litter, empty bottle, etc. 
They take pride in their surroundings.  

One evening, Fyodis and Ivar gathered 
their family to host us for a celebratory 
Norwegian meal, good talk and music at 
the ballroom of the nearby B&B where 
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High Tunnel Project 
Nears Completion

From the beginning of the effort to 
create a food production garden at 
the Walpole Middle School, we have 
brainstormed a variety of possible ways 
to extend our growing season through 
the winter.  

We considered a range of possibilities 
from a permanent structure attached to 
the south wall of our gym (which could 
also pump excess solar heat into the main 
building in the winter), to “low tunnels” 

Haunted Corn Maze
The Walpole Players will again be 

hosting a haunted corn maze during 
the last three weekends in October. 
The last two years saw more than 4,000 
visitors and raised more than $12,000 for 
community organizations. 

This year’s maze has been moved to the 
corn field behind the Walpole Scoop Shop  
     on Route 12 in  
              Walpole, owned by 
                           Benson Woodworking.  

Reunion in Norway
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Serving your legal needs for over 30 years

KASPER         ASSOCIATES
              

PLLC

603-756-4200

Walpole Wash ‘N Dry

Free Wi-Fi on premisis

Open  
6 am - 9 pm

next tO WalpOle Creamery

Continued from Page 1 - Corn Maze

Due to the efforts of Peter Graves in 
cross-row planting the corn, as well as 
path-clearing by Jerod Walters of TipTop 
Landscaping, the maze will be even longer 
and more tortuous, with more dead-ends 
and places for zombies and ghouls to lurk 
after dark, and for children’s storybook 
characters to cavort during the afternoon 
matinees. 

The scary version begins Saturday, 
October 12, and runs from 7 to 9 PM.  The 
next day, the children’s maze will be open 
from 2 to 4 PM.  The last two weekends in 
October will feature Friday and Saturday 
night performances from 7 to 9 PM. and 
children’s performances on Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons from 2 to 4 PM.  

In addition, the popular e-waste 
recycling event is returning on the first 
weekend of the corn maze. Great River Co-
op is collecting worn-out printers, dead 
TVs and microwave ovens, antiquated 
computers, old phones, and anything 
electrical or electronic that needs to be 
recycled.  The Co-op will send the waste 
to a recycling center that guarantees 
safe disassembly and reprocessing. The 
event is scheduled for Saturday, October 
12, from 10 AM to 3 PM in the field next 
to the Scoop Shop. Disposal fees will 
be charged with net proceeds helping 
to keep the Co-op’s development plan 
moving ahead.  For a list of fees, visit 
www.greatriverfoodcoop.com, e-mail a 
request to bdaviss@comcast.net, or call 
603-445-2200.  Co-op volunteers will 
collect your e-trash at no extra charge.  
Call 603-445-2200 or e-mail bdaviss@
comcast.net before October 10 to make 
arrangements. 

The weekend of October 25-27 is 
Haunted Walpole Weekend.  In addition to 
the corn maze Friday night, there will be 
horror movies showing in the field next to 
St. John’s Episcopal Church.  The weekend 
will also feature the return of Spooktacula 
to the Walpole Village School, the Co-Op’s 
harvest festival, a scarecrow contest, and 
the Walpole cemetery tour conducted 
by “deceased” town residents. For more 
information see their artricle on page 7. 

On Sunday, the Walpole Historical Society  
will present a non-scary, “blast from the 
past” featuring former Walpole denizens 
such as Levi Hubbard, Henry Bellows and 
Stella Graves, who will describe events 
during their lifetimes.  The tour takes 
place at the Walpole cemetery from 3 to 
4 pm.   

That afternoon the Co-Op will sponsor 
a Harvest Festival in the field next to 
the Scoop Shop from 2 - 4 pm, featuring 
products from local farms. Vendors should 
contact Ben Daviss at bdaviss@comcast.
net, or call 445-2200 to reserve a booth.

Tickets for all events will go on sale 
the week of October 7 at Galloway Real 
Estate, Costume Ladies and the Walpole 
Scoop Shop. Go to walpolevillageschool.
org or walpolecornmaze.com for more 
information. Those purchasing tickets for 
either the maze or the Spooktacula event 
will receive a discount on the other event, 
and at the Walpole Scoop Shop and 
Diamond Pizza – two of the corn maze 
sponsors.       – Rob Kasper

Prowlers of the maze  
    are spookier at night… 

…and more child-friendly  
    during the daytime matinees.
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A Christmas Carol 
 Open Auditions
 The Walpole Players are pleased to 

announce that for a sixth time they 
will present Charles Dickens’ classic,  
A Christmas Carol, as its gift to the 
community.  This year’s performances are 
December 11, 12, 13, and 14 in The Helen 
Miller Theater at the Walpole Town Hall.  

Open auditions will be held Thursday 
and Friday, November 7 and 8 at 6:30 pm 
in the Helen Miller Theater on the second 
floor of the Walpole Town Hall.  Rehearsals 
will begin on Sunday, November 10.   The 
complete four-week rehearsal schedule 
leading up to production week can be 
found at the Walpole Players website -- 
www.thewalpoleplayers.org  With a cast 
numbering almost fifty, all are invited 
to come and audition to join the fun. 
Children through seniors are needed.

In keeping with the Christmas Spirit 
as learned by Ebenezer Scrooge, the 
performances will benefit area food banks.  
Cash donations in the first five years  
of the Players’ production of A  
Christmas Carol have topped $16,760 
for the Fall Mountain Food Shelf in 
New Hampshire and Our Place Drop-In 
Center in Bellows Falls, Vermont. 100% 
of the donations at the door go to these 
needy organizations. All expenses for the 
production are donated by The Walpole 
Players.  For further information call: Ray 
Boas at 756-4545, or Tara Sad 756-4861.

   – Ray Boas

 

    
  – Bill Gates
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some of us were staying. They have two 
sons, three granddaughters and two 
grandsons. All spoke English and were a 
delight to talk with. Ivar is an accomplished 
violinist and has passed that on to his 
sons who in turn have passed it on to their 
sons. We were honored to be  treated to 
our own special concert. 

Central Norway is very mountainous 
with little flat land except down in the 
valleys. There are lots of sheep, goats 
and a few cows. Most of the sheep and 
goats were up in the mountains with a 
herder for the summer. It was not unusual 
to come around a corner and find some 
crossing the road, or in several cases 
bedded down right in the road (livestock 
have the right of way). 

About half of Norway is north of the 
Arctic Circle, so temperatures remain 
cool year round. Norway is home to many 
glaciers but we were not in that area. We 
did see “snow patches” where thousands 
of years of snow has accumulated  
– never fully melting because it is on 
a mountainside which receives very 
little sunlight. These patches are slowly 
receding due to global warming and are 
now a treasure trove of archeological 
findings. Objects do not disintegrate 
when frozen in ice, but must be found 
and preserved quickly or they disappear 
forever.

We toured a receding patch where 
many objects have recently been 
discovered. This is rapidly becoming a 
tourist attraction, however the day we 
went was the worst weather day of the 
year according to our hosts. It was cold 
and the rain was coming down at a slant. 
We got soaked. After a half mile walk to 
the snow patch (the last hundred yards 
pulling yourself hand over hand over 
the ice up a long rope) we explored an 
ice cave deep inside the patch recently 

carved by the local historical society. They 
have carbon-dated the ice at the center as 
more than 5000 years old. 

There are lots of rivers and lakes in 
Norway. Many of the rivers carried a lot of 
silt which makes us think they are glacier-
fed. There are waterfalls galore. Most 
originate high in the mountains where 
they come out of an alpine lake or from 
melting snow. 

We took a trip to the coast to see one 
of the famous fjords (a fancy name for a 
narrow inlet leading to the sea surrounded 
by very high cliffs). Many of these fjords 
are very deep. They make great safe 
harbors for ocean-going vessels such as 
cruise ships. 

Getting from central Norway to the 
coast is a spectacular drive. First you go 
up and up, and then you go down and 
down – but not in a straight line. You can 
literally see into tomorrow. What a feat 
of road building.  Halfway to the coast 
on our particular route, there is a WWII 
German bomber that was shot down 
and  serves as a reminder of the past. As 
the story goes, British and German pilots 
had a dogfight in which both were shot 
down. Both pilots survived and made 
their way to a deserted mountain cabin 
where mortal enemies had to get along 
in order to make it through the winter. 
They became good friends and revisited 
the site many times over the years on the 
anniversary of their battle. 

Thank you, Froydis and Ivar. What a 
great 55th class reunion. Thank you fellow 
classmates who made the journey with 
us. We had a wonderful time and made 
some good memories. It was the trip of a 
lifetime.

A little about members of the Walpole 
High School Class of 1958 who made the 
trip:

Gerry (Hill) Chandler is a professional 
massage therapist and health care worker 
who lives near the family farm where she 
grew up in Walpole. 

Verne (Christian) Greene is a retired 
insurance company executive who lives 
near her grandchildren in Keene. For 
the past twenty years she has become a 
well known authority on Genealogical 
Research. She is currently helping the NH 
State Police Criminal Division in the Cold 
Case Unit. 

Donald McNaughtan retired as a Senior 
Scientist from Bayer Corporation where he 
was head of the Analytical Research and 
Process Safety Laboratories. Don received 
his Doctorate in Analytical Chemistry 
from Purdue University after receiving his 
Bachelor’s Degree from The University of 
New Hampshire. At the University he met 

Reunion travellers & hosts… Front, L to R:  Verne (Christensen) Greene, Froydis (Krossoy) 
Schullenburger, Gerry (Hill) Chandler, Anita Kittredge. Back, L to R: Donald McNaughton, 
Marlena McNaughton, Ivar Schullenburger, Al Kittredge.

Continued from Page 1: Class of 58
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Above: The Walpole Chick and the Fall 
Mountain Wildcat face off at the pep 
rally.
Left: The Wellness Fair Bike Bonanza 
included safety checks.

Like to Fish? Escape to Florida!  
Stay in a fully-furnished, canal-side, 2 bedroom/1 bath home  

in quiet neighborhood, with a large, 3-season lanai  
with extra sleeping space.  Remaining available months: 

November to April.  $1,600/month or $500/week. 
(978) 302-9731 or (443) 851-0140

Walpole Walks a Million
This year’s Walpole Walks a Million 

Challenge and Fundraiser (the 3rd annual)  
began with a pep rally and includes a 
slate of ongoing wellness events: Walk to 
School Fridays, Couch to 5K After-School 
Club, Local Walpole Family Hike, Wellness 
Fair and Bike Bonanza, and 5K Fun Run 
and Walk. Our goal this year is to raise 
$12,000 for the Walpole Parent Teacher 
Group (WPTG). The money is used to help 
fund the activities, equipment, programs, 
materials, assemblies, etc. that make our 
school special. Some examples include 
academic best awards, TV turn-off week, 
field trips and playground equipment.

Walpole Walks a Million challenges the 
kids to get moving by tracking their steps 
throughout a one-month challenge. 
Students are given pedometers to track 
their steps. The  steps are tallied to get 
a total for all Walpole School students, 
and tracked toward our goal. This year’s 
challenge is to Walk Around America! 
Steps are logged online at peclogit.org 
and progress is tracked. The trip around 
America – visiting each state capital 
– is 10,275 miles and  approximately 
22,176,000 steps!

100% of each donation goes directly 
to the WPTG to help support our schools 
and our children. If we reach our $12,000 
goal, the WPTG will not conduct any 
other fundraisers for the year, so this is 
the opportunity to make your one-time 
donation to the organization. 

 Sponsor a Sneaker!
We hope to meet our goal through a 

Sponsor a Sneaker Campaign. Students 
were each given a laminated sneaker in 
their challenge packs. We’ve challenged 
them to find sponsors for their sneakers 
to equal $50. They can get 10 $5 sponsors, 
5 $10 sponsors, or have 1 $50 sponsor for 
their sneakers.

Kids will bring their Sponsored Sneakers  
and money back to school. All of the 
Sponsored Sneakers will be taped up 
in the hallway to show our progress. If 
students are unable to find sponsors 
for their sneakers, then they are asked 
to bring them back to the school where 
the committee will then look for local 
community and business sponsors. If you 
are interested in sponsoring a sneaker, 
contact Heather Ferland at hmwferland@
gmail.com.

The 5K Fun Run and Walk will be held 
October 19 at 9 am, starting at the Walpole 
Elementary School. Please join us.

If you are interested in the online steps 
challenge, anyone can sign up at www.
peclogit.com. The site is set up for schools, 
groups and individuals.     – Karen Andrus

When the Clarion went to press, student walkers had trekked from 
Concord to Columbia, South Carolina – 1,619,821 steps.
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am  
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Telos Whitfield  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 6 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 pm

Women of Walpole
Prepared to be WOWed!  On October 

19, from 10 am - 4 pm at the Walpole 
Town Hall, the Women of Walpole are 
presenting Inspirations – Holiday Table 
Design Showcase.  

Not only will you will be inspired by the 
festive holiday table displays, you may  
also bid on several silent auction items 
donated by area businesses, and the 
Women of Walpole will sell amaryllis 
gift boxes and spring bulbs.  Delightful 
refreshments are part of this gala 
presentation. 

This is the only fundraising event for 
the Women of Walpole this year, so we 
hope you will support a good cause while 
enjoying a very special day.  Tickets are 
available from members, or at Galloway 
Real Estate on Main Street, or at the door.  
They are $15.00 each.

   – Peg Dion

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet for a 

potluck lunch at the Congregational 
Church on the Walpole Common at 
noon on Monday, October 21. Everyone 
is asked to bring a contribution for the 
Fall Mountain Food Shelf. Bring a dish to 
share.  All Walpole Seniors are welcome.  
Come for fun and good socialization.  The 
Charleston Silvertones will sing for us.  
The Bylaws will be presented.

                  – Jeanne A Jeffries

Genealogy Workshop
A free Genealogy Workshop Sponsored 

by the Walpole Historical Society will be 
offered Saturday October 19, from 10 am 
to noon. Sharing information about how 
to start or how to solve problems will 
be Jeanne and Peter Jeffries, with over 
35 years of research experience.  All are 
welcome, whether experienced or novice.  
Reservations are required: call 756-2933.               

               – Jeanne A Jeffries

Red Hat Ladies
The Walpole Red Hat Ladies will meet 

on October 15 at noon.  They will share 
Chinese food and friendly conversation.  
Gather on the Common to ride together.      

               – Jeanne A Jeffries

MRCAC Dinner/Dance
The first Monadnock Region Child 

Advocacy Center Dinner/Dance will be 
held at Alyson’s Orchard in Walpole on 
Friday, October 25 from 6 to 10 pm.  Music 
will be provided by Eric Berube and his 
Lempster band, Wichita Jack.  

To further aid in fundraising, there 
will be a raffle and silent auction. Tickets 
($25 per person) will be available at the 
Walpole Police Station.  Organizers of the 
fundraising event, Sgt. Justin Sanctuary 
and Katrine Lee, director of the Cheshire 
County center, working together as part 
of the Community Leadership Council of 
The Monadnock Region Child Advocacy 
Center (MRCAC), met with the Clarion last 
month to explain the center’s mission and 
benefit to the town.  

The center’s services to Walpole are 
provided at no cost to taxpayers.  Here 
is your opportunity to enjoy an evening 
and benefit this organization which 
is helping to protect our youth.  For 
additional information, call Katrine Lee 
at 352-0413, or visit the center’s website 
at www.cac-nh.org and click the “news” 
link and then check “upcoming events.” 
   – Ray Boas

Art After School:
Art After School is off to a great start for 

the 2013 Fall Semester! More than 19 local 
kids have registered for this astounding 
enrichment program. There is still room 
for more young artists, although we are 
reaching the maximum limit of students.

 We’re still looking for donations from 
community members who are interested 
in supporting a great program that is a safe 
place for our community’s kids to have 
their imaginations encouraged and where 
they can build lasting friendships. Are 
you interested in supporting a program 
that supports our youth and would you 
consider giving $50, $100, $200 or more 
to help us finish the Fall 2013 semester? 

Please call Susan Kershaw at 756-2962 
for more information on registering a 
child or donating to this program.

   – Susan Kershaw

Walpole Grange
Walpole Grange #125 will present its 

5th annual Harvest Dinner on Saturday, 
October 5 at 6 pm at the Congregational 
Church.  We are joining forces this year 
with the Fall Mt. JROTC cadets in an effort 
to help them raise money for their trip to 
Europe in June, 2014.  

The menu for the dinner will include 
turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, 
squash, green beans, cranberry sauce and 
rolls, along with apple pie and ice cream 
for dessert.  Tickets are $12 each and are 
available at Galloway Real Estate, or from 
a JROTC cadet.  This is an event you won’t 
want to miss, so get your tickets early!  If 
you have questions, call Kathy Yardley at 
756-3677.                –Kathy Yardley
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The Bellows Falls Opera House

 

will be on hiatus 
for October  

and november

The series plans  
a december return  

with 
christmas classics

Spooktacula
On October 26, as part of the Haunted 

Walpole Weekend, Halloween comes early 
to Walpole, when the Walpole Village 
School is transformed into a haunted 
village that will inspire your childhood 
spirit to wake from the dead! 

Spooktacula is about good old-
fashioned fun and supporting Walpole’s 
youth and Monadnock region families 
coming out to demonstrate their  
generosity and understanding of the 
service that Walpole Village School offers.  
In Spooktacula’s 2nd year, it is our goal 
to create a fundraising event that truly  
is about children and families.

The kids’ event is from 11am-3pm so 
come out and enjoy a great fun-filled fall 
day.  There will be face-painting, cookie- 
decorating, a cake walk, storytelling, 
games and entertainment throughout  
the day. There will be wagon rides through 
town, where you can even vote for your 
favorite scarecrow!  Tickets are $10 for 
children over 1 year, and $5.00 for adults 
(which you can use towards your entrance 
fee for Spooktacula at Night). 

 Spooktacula at Night is from 8-12pm.  
Leave the kids at home because this night 
will be all about adult fun! Walk through 
a haunted entrance into an evening of 
dancing, silent auction, raffle prizes, palm 
reading, and a costume contest. Cash Bar. 
Tickets are $15 each or $25 per couple.

The Walpole Village School has 
been in the community for over 35 
years, providing a safe and stimulating 
environment for children to learn and 
socialize. It continues to provide guidance 
to allow children to make kind, respectful 
choices in their school community. 
Children are challenged to explore the 
classroom space through a variety of 
age-appropriate themed activities. We 
encourage our children and families 
to work cooperatively with each other, 
the school, the community, and the 
environment to have a positive impact 
in the world. With your help we’d like to 
see the school continue to support the 
children of Walpole and the surrounding 
towns for another 35 years. For more 
information go to walpolevillageschool.
org or find us on Facebook.   – Heidi Haack

Hooper Institute
Hooper Institute summer programs 

involved 98 youth in grades one through 
twelve.  Three summer camps and a 
work program for high schoolers fulfilled 
the Institute mission of teaching about 
agriculture, forestry, botany, soils and 
environmental studies. What better season  
than summer to explore and experience 
these topics in an engaging way?

Camp for younger ages was based at 
the Institute.  Many of you may have seen 
groups of kids on the lawn in front of the 
building either gathered in a circle or 
playing games.  Some of the daily themes 
were entitled Soil Spoils, Forest Follies, Trees  
Please, Feathered Friends and Dairy Day.  

Dairy Day culminated in a visit from a 
calf from Brookfield Farm thanks to Holly 
Gowdy.  Campers also made ice cream in a 
unique way by rolling iced cans of custard 
back and forth across the driveway!  
Becky Whippie, Agricultural Educator for 
the Institute, was ably assisted by seven 
Walpole teens. Each teen was responsible 
for a small group of same-aged boys or 
girls. The teen counselors helped to plan 
each day.

Middle school ages had the option of a 
week of Adventure Camp or Woodworking 
Camp. Adventure Camp was a series 
of energetic hikes to different spots in 
Walpole. The scramble up the ravine 
past Alcott Falls is more like a maneuver 
through a giant jungle gym, but fun for 
all. We also visited Honeysuckle Farm 
thanks to Karen Kuniholm where campers 
had an opportunity to share some “horse 
love” with her steeds. We dodged the rain 
on our Fall Mt. hike and enjoyed a cookout 
at the Hooper Shelter.

Woodworking Camp took place in 
the woodshop at the Institute. Students 
created birdhouses, bookshelves and 
other items from pine boards donated 
by Leon Jones. Small wall shelves and 
outdoor benches were popular this year.  
Kids worked at their own pace and to 
their own abilities under the guidance of 
Eloise Clark, Director.  

The high school program involved some 
of the camp counselors but many more 
students who wanted the experience of 
working in an agricultural setting.  This 
year, students were farmed out to dairy 
and horse farms, also to farms with a 
variety of animals raised for meat or eggs.  
Alyson’s Orchard and Barnett Hill Vineyard 
kept several students busy picking berries 
and plucking and tucking grape leaves.  
One student also helped at the Walpole 
Recycling Center and saw the positive 
environmental link it has to reducing the 
waste stream.  A busy summer was had 
by all!   – Eloise Clark

North Meadow Plaza, Rte 12, Walpole
Tuesday - Saturday 10:30am - 4pm

  
Gift Certificates  

Available!
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 … & Arts Festival
On October 12 and 13, from 10 am - 4 pm 

in the Town  Hall, the 7th annual festival 
featuring the showing and sale of fine 
arts will once again be an opportunity for 
our community to enjoy the work  of area 
artists.  

This year, the festival  is part  of  the 
River Valley Artisans Tour, so we  are listed  
on their map  as #16.  Brochures for the 
entire tour will be available at our venue.  
Music  on Saturday will be provided by 
artist and musician Donald Saaf. The 
event is free and handicaped-accessible. 
             

– Barbara Schupack

Artisans Tour…
The River Valley Artisans Tour will 

present its second annual event Columbus 
Day weekend, Oct. 12-13 from 10 am-4 
pm each day. The Autumn season brings 
many tours, but this one is unique in that 
there are offerings from a whole range of 
artisans – from wineries to fiber craft to 
cheese-making, along with the expected 
fine artists.  

This is a rare opportunity to see the 
artists where they work and, in many 
cases, view some of their ongoing 
demonstrations. Watch indigo-dying at 
Long Ridge Farm; make your own card 
with David Howell in his studio; or learn 
how to weave baskets with materials 
from nature with Carolyn Kemp. Many of 
the artists will be painting and creating 
during your visit. 

With more than 25 artisans participating, 
there will be an endless array of items 
for sale. With the added bonus of 
dealing directly with the artists, holiday 
shopping can be less expensive and more 
thoughtful. Meeting and getting to know 
the artist makes every piece personal and 
meaningful.  

The region including Westmoreland, 
Chesterfield, Walpole, Spofford, as well as 
Bellows Falls, Vermont, is rich with hidden 
talent which has not been represented 
with its own tour until now. Please come 

enjoy our tour and you may find out what 
your neighbors have been up to, and  
what unsuspected artistry they possess.

A viewing reception will be held on 
Friday night, October 11, from 7-9 pm at 
the Westmoreland Town Hall. Consider 
this an “art tour tailgate party!” Here you 
will be able to meet artists on the tour 
and view samples of their work, pick up 
a brochure and map with a schedule of 
demonstrations, and enjoy refreshments. 
For more information and detailed 
descriptions of the artists’ work, please go 
to our website: rivervalleyartisans.com.          
                  – Robin Stronk

Walpole Library
For the Walpole Library, July was one of 

the busiest months on record: the library 
checked out 3,074 items, including regular 
loans, interlibrary loans and movies for the 
month.  That’s well in excess of a monthly 
average of about 2,400.  In addition, more 
than 1,500 people visited the library, up 
from 1,250.

The summer reading programs for 
children were also a big hit, attracting 
445 kids. A slideshow from the summer 
reading program can be viewed at: 
walpoletownlibrary.org/slideshow.aspx.
For the first time, the library reported a 
nearly-equal number of adults taking 
part in programs including book clubs, a 
coupon club, a knitting club and a Spanish 
conversation group. 

Non-fiction Book Club
Interested in History or Biography?  

The Walpole Town Library is starting a 
book club for those who love to read 
nonfiction. The Library will provide a 
place to meet, books and as much help 
as the group wants or needs. The titles 
will be selected by the members. A first 
meeting is scheduled for November 19 at 
7 pm at the Library. Bring your ideas and 
interests. Questions? Call Mary Farrell 
at 756-9806 or email: librarydirector@
walpoletownlibrary.org. 

– Jennifer Kelly
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...the first canal in the
United States was in Bellows Falls?  The 
“Company for Rendering Connecticut 
River Navigable by Bellows Falls” was 
chartered in 1791 by both Vermont and 
New Hampshire.  The canal was built 
between 1792 and 1802, ironically with 
English funds.  The Connecticut was the 
first major river in the US to be developed 
for travel, and by 1810 approximately 250 
miles were open for navigation.

Among the first operational canals 
in America (and used for one of the 
longest of periods of time), the Bellows 
Falls Canal was a major influence in the 
development of the village. It was not 
only a transportation hub, but the water 
channeled through the canal provided 
power for the mills built to take advantage 
of this water source. 

Eight locks were built to conquer the 
elevation difference of 52 feet through 
the unnavigable river’s gorge. Starting 
at the bend of the river at its north end, 
construction of the canal and locks 
separated the land from the rest of the 
shore.  Bordered by the river to the east 
and the to canal the west, this 30-acre 
parcel became known as “‘the Island.” In 
1851, a four-story hotel, The Island House, 
was built at the center of the Island. 
Its luxurious interiors and manicured 

Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

Hooper club house from the 8th green, circa 1927.

The new railroads arrived, and changed 
things. In 1849, the Cheshire Railroad 
reached the New Hampshire side of the 
falls and a railroad bridge to the Island 
was soon completed. By 1851 three 
other lines served Bellows Falls: the 
Sullivan County Railroad, the Rutland and 
Burlington Railroad, and the Vermont 
Valley Railroad. With the arrival of all 
these lines, the slow and expensive mode 
of canal transportation became passé by 
1858, and the canal’s use for the transport 
of goods evaporated.

A strike in 1921 forced International 
Paper out of Bellows Falls, and the 
Vermont Farm Machine Company went 
into receivership.  Prospects looked bleak 
for industry on the Island, but with the 
growing need for electric power, the 
International Paper Company buildings 
were demolished and replaced with 
a power plant. From 1927-28 the all- 
but-abandoned canal was widened, 
         straightened and deepened 

    
                  to increase  
water flow through the present 100-foot 
width to the new hydroelectric plant 
at the southern end of the Island. The 
canal bottom and sides were lined with 
concrete.  A cooperative creamery moved 
into many of the abandoned buildings, 
shipping milk daily to Boston by rail.

Although the locks are long gone, 
the enlarged 1700 foot canal survives, 
providing hydroelectric power generation 
at the TransCanada Hydro Northeast, Inc. 
power plant.

grounds attracted tourists in search of 
cool summers and excursions into the 
White Mountains (that is another story).

When built, the canal had an average 
width of 22 feet and a depth of four feet.  
The locks were 75 feet long and 20 feet 
wide.  In 1802, when the first boats passed 
through this canal, there was a Carding 
and Fulling Mill in operation, powered 
by the canal’s waters. In 1812, water from 
the canal powered two paper mills, two 
          saw mills, two grist 
               mills and a cotton  
        mill, but these, 
                   were destroyed  
              by fire the night  
      of May 11  

that year.   
New mills   
were built for various  
purposes. To provide additional water, the 
canal was enlarged in 1874 to a width of 
75 feet and depth of 17.  The head gates 
to control the flow of water were now 
made of granite and steam-powered.

Needing a great deal of water, the 
wood pulp industry was drawn to the 
island.  The Fall Mountain Paper Company 
was established in 1872, and merged 
into the International Paper Company 
in 1898.  “Rafts” of logs covered the river 
flowing to these mills and further south 
for decades.

Looking 
south  
along  

the canal 
after it was 

widened, 
circa 1824.

The original stone bridge over the canal.
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(plastic sheeting over steel hoops over 
growing beds), to cold frames (solid 
structures with hinged tops that open to 
harvest and care for crops), and finally to 
the “high tunnel” concept.

A high tunnel is a strong, temporary 
building made of steel, wood and plastic 
sheeting, with no foundation, which is 
high enough for people to stand and 
work in, and requiring no backup heat 
source (if properly located to maximize 
solar gain). Years of practice and new 
innovations in construction have proven 
that the high tunnel concept is the most 
practical and cost efficient approach to 
winter growing. For a relatively small 
investment and proper selection of hardy 
winter plant varieties, the dream of fresh 
produce year round in New England 
became a reality.

The USDA, through the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), 
has been supporting the use of “high 
tunnels” on commercial farms for years.  
But such grants have been out of reach 
of schools until recently.  When a request 
for school  high tunnel funding proposals 
was sent out by our local division of the 
NRCS, our environmental educator, Ms. 
Eloise Clark, thought our school garden 
might have a good chance of receiving a 
high tunnel grant. Eloise wrote the grant, 
which was successful.

We met with Amanda Littleton of the 
Cheshire County NRCS and went over 
the grant requirements. Funds were 
received in the Spring of 2013, with the 
understanding that the project would be 
mostly completed and all of the money 

spent by the end of the September. 
The NCRS staff made it clear that our 
project would serve as a model for others 
interested in the high tunnel concept.  
The added responsibility got us focused 
and motivated.

The grant included funds for a drainage 
system that feeds into an irrigation 
system for the high tunnel, and an 
automatic venting system (without a 
proper automatic heat dispersal system, 
high tunnels can overheat).  

Continued from Page 1: High Tunnel 
We decided on a high-quality kit 

made by Rimrol Greenhouse Systems 
of Hooksett N.H., and ordered one 18’ x 
32’ to fit over six of our raised beds. Staff 
and students immediately went to work 
deconstructing the six beds on the high 
tunnel site, and removing all of the soil.

The Fall Mountain district maintenance 
department, headed by Bill Botting, 
provided a crew and a backhoe to help 
us lay drainage tile. We decided to tie that 
drainage system into a buried 500-gallon 
concrete cistern, (purchased with the help 
of Mark Houghton). Drainage gutters will 
take water from the high tunnel sides into 
that cistern.  Water from the cistern will 
be pumped to a 55-gallon holding tank. 
Water from the holding tank will then be 
released into a gravity-fed drip irrigation 
system.  

The maintenance crew also hooked into 
the building’s water and electric supply 
and ran subterranean lines to the tunnel. 
These would power the pump, heat-
venting motors and lights.  The water line 
allows mid-winter watering when the 
automatic system is closed to prevent 
freezing.

After the site work, students, Glenn Stan 
and Eloise laid out the foundation and 
drove 18 steel foundation posts into the 
ground. The tops of these were perfectly 
leveled when checked by Brian Shriver 
with a laser transit.

Raising day, May 25, was a monument 
to our volunteers’ commitment.  The crew 
worked some magic and assembled the 
entire frame in five hours. Before the end 
of the school year, Glenn and students 
rebuilt and refilled five of the beds 
removed for construction – at recess, lunch,  
and sometimes as part of Mrs. McDougle’s 
P.E. classes.  One bed will be replaced with 
a picnic table, so groups can meet in the 
high tunnel throughout the winter.  

     WFD Golf Outing
The Walpole Firefighters Auxiliarywould 

like to thank everyone who came out for 
our 3rd annual golf event on September 
21 at the Hooper Golf Course. We had 
another strong turnout with 50 golfers 
participating and more than 30 local 
businesses as sponsors. Without the great  
support from townspeople and local 
businesses, this charity event would not be  
 a success. Thank you all for your support 
  and we look forward to seeing you again 
    next fall.  – Adam Kobeski

Participants in this year’s  
WFD Auxiliary  
Golf Outing.

Mike Nachajski  
checks the distance  

to a temporary water hazard.

The high tunnel after “skinning”.

Continued 0n page 15
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his Marlene who received her Bachelor’s 
Degree in Microbiology and later her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Nursing. They have 
three daughters, three sons-in-law and 
four grandchildren and two more on the 
way. They live in New Martinsville, WV.

Albert Kittredge (author of this article) 
is a retired army officer who resides in 
Fayetteville, NC. He is an adjunct professor 
for Webster University’s  graduate level 
security management program. Most 
of his retired life now centers around 
outdoor endeavors. Kittredge was recently 
recognized by the NC Wildlife Federation 
as the Wildlife Volunteer of the Year as 
part of the Governor’s Conservation 
Achievement Awards program.  

   – Albert Kittredge

Continued from Page 5: Class of ‘58 

ASPIRE Open House
Local YMCA Afterschool Program will 

host an Open House in October. Meeting 
Waters YMCA’s Y-ASPIRE after-school 
program has been up and running since 
the first day of school. Children and 
parents from all three Walpole schools 
have already taken advantage of this 
quality program. Now, they’d like to tell 
you about their experience so far. 

On Monday, October 7, the Y staff 
along with the program participants and 
parents at the Walpole site will host an 
Open House to introduce the program to 
other students, parents and community 
members. The event will take place 
between 4:30 and 6:00 pm at the program 
site in the Community Room of Walpole 
Primary School. At the Open House, a few 
current participants and parents will talk 
about the value they have found in the 
program. The youth participants will also 
lead an activity related to October’s theme 
at all six Y-ASPIRE sites up and down 
the Valley—“Our Core Values: Caring, 
Honesty, Respect and Responsibility.”

Information will also be available about 
the various forms of financial assistance 
available to parents.

The Y-ASPIRE program runs after school 
for each of the 180 school days. It also 
runs for full days on all school vacations 
and most holidays, as well as for half-days 
on teacher in-service and other early 
release days. In all, the program operates 
for over 210 days between the first day of 
school and the last. 

For more information about this event, 
Y-ASPIRE, or other Meeting Waters YMCA 
services, go to meetingwatersymca.org, 
visit Meeting Waters YMCA on Facebook, 
or call the main office at 802 463-4769.

Founded in 1895, Meeting Waters YMCA 
is a charitable, social service organization 
serving the Brattleboro, Bellows Falls, 
Springfield and Fall Mountain regions. 
It strengthens the foundations of 
community through youth development, 
healthy living, social responsibility and 
family strengthening. – Steve Fortier

Kempters’ Encore
The Kempters are returning to Walpole 

for a concert at the Congregational 
church! Last year this wonderful group 
had the rafters rocking and the audience 
transfixed with their homegrown gospel/
bluegrass music.

The Kempters are a “homegrown” 
family band from Alabama. Six talented 
children ranging in age from nine to 22,  
play and sing their hearts out along with 
father, Chaz... sort of a Von Trapp family-
meets-gospel-bluegrass ensemble! 

The Kempters, who have been playing 
to crowds across the South for several 
years, began expanding their tour several 
years ago. Visiting family in Colorado and 
New England has resulted in new venues 
for their performances. The family just 
finished 22 shows in 30 days in Colorado, 
including an invitation to perform at the 
Colorado State Fair. 

Long-time Walpole resident Becky 
Pearson is Chaz Kempter’s cousin. Last 
year, the family spent “the shortest week 
of [their] lives” staying with her family 
on North Road. “We had a ball!” reports 
Becky. “They are the most talented, most 
delightful kids you will ever meet. They 
have been anxious for a return visit to 
Walpole since the day the tour bus pulled 
out of the driveway!”

The performance begins at 6:30pm on 
Wednesday, Oct. 16. It will be followed 
by a reception in the Fellowship Hall 
where audience members can meet the 
delightful family, purchase CDs and DVDs, 
etc., and enjoy refreshments.They love  
to meet and greet new friends.

Admission to all Kempter performances 
is free, but a “love donation” will be 
accepted during the show.

For a sample of their music, go to The 
Kempters.com. Bring your friends and 
invite your fellow church-goers. You will 
be glad you did!  – Becky Pearson

The Kempters

  
 

                      – Thor Heyerdahl
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TheWalpole Clarion
is published monthly for the Walpole 

community. Submissions about community 
events and achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features. 
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walpoleclarion@gmail.com
Ad submissions should be sent to: 

Ads@walpoleclarion.com
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   Barbara Kasper 
   Ray Boas 
   Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion  
can be found at our website:

www.thewalpoleclarion.com

Letters & Commentary

George Hooper died in 1916. By all 
accounts, he was a wealthy man. Without 
question he was a generous one.  He 
loved farming and wanted to foster the 
teaching of vocational agriculture. To 
accomplish this, he left in trust to the 
Town of Walpole a great gift, known as 
the Hooper Trust. Unfortunately, he made 
one mistake. He named the Town of 
Walpole as both beneficiary and trustee, 
which proved to be a conflict of interest. 

In hindsight, Mr. Hooper should have 
arranged for a private trustee to manage 
his gift. Had he done so, he would have 
been assured that his wishes, as he set 
forth in his trust agreement, would 
have been honored. A private trustee 
is compensated by the trust and has no 
motive other than to adhere to the wishes 
of the donor. Naming the Town of Walpole 
as both beneficiary and trustee certainly 
politicized the issue. Now we have several 
special interests all trying to convince us 
of what Mr. Hooper would have wanted. I 
missed the recent public hearing on the 
subject. Apparently I missed the séance 
as well. The man died ninety-seven years 
ago. One needs only to read the original 
trust agreement to know what he wanted, 
rather than to engage in politically self 
serving rationalizations. 

At the forefront of this political effort 
is the Hooper Golf Club, which has 
enjoyed renting the property for less 
than the value of the property taxes that 
the selectmen failed to legally assess 
and collect from 1979 (when the law 
changed) to 2012. Based on the 2012 tax 
rate, more than $1,400,000 of property 

taxes was not collected. In 2013, the 
taxes are finally being lawfully assessed, 
but the selectmen granted the golf club 
a $500,000 exemption, based on the 
fact that they constructed the course. 
Using that reasoning, any taxpayer who 
improves his property should not pay 
taxes on the improvement.

The selectmen now plan to sell the 
property, but first they want to “protect” 
it with a restrictive encumbrance. 
This is a clear breach of their fiduciary 
responsibility to the trust, as the 
encumbrance will cause a developer 
or other potential buyer, who might 
pay more, to not make an offer for the 
property. I can only hope that the probate 
court judge will prohibit this action. 
While I understand the selectmen’s intent 
to maintain the “character” of the town, 
it should not be done at the expense of 
the town’s integrity.  If the buyer wishes 
to encumber the property after the 
purchase, they are certainly free to do so. 
If the selectmen really wanted to honor 
Mr. Hooper’s wishes, they would allow the 
golf lease to expire at year end and then 
turn the property back into a farm. The 
environmentalists and anti-development 
types who have expressed concern about 
this issue would surely be pleased, and I 
have to believe Mr. Hooper would be 
as well. I doubt he ever envisioned his 
property would be a golf course. 

In the end, the politics will play out, but 
there is a lesson to be learned here. If you 
ever consider making a public gift, be 
sure to hire a private trustee to carry out 
your wishes. Otherwise, well, you can kiss 
your asset goodbye.

   – Stephen Varone

The Clarion celebrates  
its second birthday with this issue.   

To our advertsers, thanks for your support; 
to our readers,  

thanks for the feedback.
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Continued from Page 12: High Tunnel WRAP
On September 3 the WRAP committee 

held a special meeting  concerning  the 
closure of the Wheelabrator  incinerator 
in Claremont which took our solid waste. 
After much research by  Paul Colburn  and 
guidance of  the NRRA, we chose George 
Naughton  of Branford, NH, for two reasons: 
the best “bang for the buck” and to keep 
our footprint as small as possible.

The George Watkins Memorial  Garden 
is 90% complete. Two rock entry posts, 
courtesy of Cold River Materials (who  
donated and delivered the big rock), 
should be in place by the time you 
read this. Our thanks to Fritze Till, a 
longstanding WRAP committee member, 
who designed the garden with spectacular 
native plants and paths; to Rob Grenier 
who designed and built the beautiful 
benches; to the staff at the Center, Paul 
Colburn, Greg Given, Paul Clark  and Tom 
Fitzgerald, who provided the muscles and 
Bobcat work without which the project 
would have been impossible. Thank you 
also to Tom Firzgerald’s son, Connor, who 
drove to Maine to pick up the plants at 
Fedco. Last but not least, thank you to the 
finishers who came with their shovels and 
trowels: Phoebe Reynolds, Mary and Dick 
Holmes, Sharon Tiullar, Carolyn Norback, 
Inga Green and Barbara Plumley.

All the expenses were covered by 
people like you who donated to the 
George Watkins Memorial Fund. It is a 
lovely garden of which George and Betty  
would be proud. Come, recycle, bring a 
picnic lunch and enjoy the view and the 
geese on the pond before they leave.

The WRAP committee is devastated to 
be losing our pal Carol Christian. She and 
Roger are following John Soule’s order “go 
west, young man,” but waited till 2013. 
Carol moved to Walpole in 1995 and hit 
the ground running. She invested literally 
thousands of hours of volunteer work 
for WRAP, the Library and the Historical 
Society. She received the Grange Citizen 
of  the Year Award in 2011. 

On joining WRAP in 1998, she 
volunteered on the line at the Center, 
made posters, wrote articles, organized 
open houses, and gardened. She was 
always there with her formidable 
organizational skills and sense of humor. 
Carol said she was not pleased with the 
recycling efforts in their new home. 
Should we warn their new community 
that a force is coming or just let them be 
blindsided? God Speed,Carol and Roger 
with many thanks. You will be sorely 
missed.               –  Dodie Ransome

Fall Rummage Sale
The First Congregational Church UCC  

Walpole is having a Fall Rummage Sale on 
Friday, October 4, from 4-6 pm (called “First 
Picks”), and Saturday, October 5, 9 am-1 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall of the church.  We 
will also have a food sale of baked and 
assorted goodies on Saturday.  

Donations of clean and gently-used 
fall and winter clothing will be accepted 
Wednesday, October 2, 9 am - 6 pm; 
Thursday, October 3, 9 am - 6 pm; and 
Friday, October 4, 9 am - 1 pm.  Please leave 
electronics, shoes, summer clothing, and 
surplus yard sale items at home. We kindly 
request that folks wait until October 2 to 
bring in their donations. Contact Ellie 
Shaw, 756-4866, for more information.

   – Ellie Shaw

Farewell Reception
A farewell reception for Carol Christian 

will be held Oct 15 at the Town Hall from 
2 - 5pm. Punch and cookies will be served. 
There will be a guest book and a money 
tree for those who wish to give a gift. It’s 
open to all who know her and want to 
recognize the thousands of hours she has 
donated to the community.      – Sue Vose

On September 9, Brian Shriver, Eloise 
and Glenn framed the two end walls; then 
on the 26th, Nick Zachary assisted with 
horizontal framing. The team cut and fit 
one piece of sheathing, then decided to 
complete siding the end walls after the 
plastic skin was on.

On the 27th, volunteers began “skinning” 
the high tunnel, directed by Bill Chidsey, 
who had experience with these types of 
frames. The next morning, another crew 
cut, mounted and secured the plastic skin 
over the top. With student help, the end 
wall sheathing was completed before the 
end of the month.

Next, we will build the picnic table, a 
tool shed, french doors at both ends, and 
install the venting system.  We will install 
the irrigation system in the spring.  

None of this would have been possible 
without Walpole community volunteers: 
Bill Chidsey, Nick Zachary, Holly and George  
Gowdy, MaryEllen Cannon, Brian Shriver, 
Emily Frithsen, and John Treat. Thanks 
to them and numerous middle school 
students, the high tunnel will be ready 
before winter.                              – Glenn Stan

Next Month: School Gardens  
& the Curriculum
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Dinner Auction
On Saturday, November 16, the Fall 

Mountain Educational Endowment 
Association (FMEEA) will be holding its 
14th autumn fundraising dinner auction 
on the second floor of the Walpole Town 
Hall.  This annual event features both a 
silent and live auction and an elegantly 
catered prime rib dinner (a vegetarian 
option is also available) provided by Word 
of Mouth Catering of Charlestown. The 
auctioneer will be Phil Warren of Alstead.

FMEEA was founded in 1995 in order 
to raise supplemental and enrichment 
funds to schools in the five towns that 
comprise the Fall Mtn. Regional School 
District.  District teachers, administrators 
and paraprofessionals who have special 
field trips, class projects, or visits by 
performing artists for which funding is 
unavailable through the regular school 
district budget may apply for supporting 
grants from FMEEA.

The evening begins with a silent auction 
at 5:30 pm as guests enjoy appetizers and 
bid on a wide range of goods and services 
which businesses, retailers, artists and 
individuals have donated.  A sit-down 
dinner follows at 6:30 and the live auction 
commences at 7:30. Tickets to the event 
are $30.00 per person and may be 
obtained by contacting FMEEA secretary 
Pat Royce at 826-4831 or by emailing the 
Association at: fmeeassoc@gmail.com

This is a delightful evening for a very 
worthy cause that has provided great 
opportunities for students in our school 
district to expand the range of their 
education and experience. Please join us! 
                   – Jim Skofield  

Walpole Farmers Market
Fall/Winter Schedule
The Walpole Farmers Market (WFM) 

summer season of weekly Friday markets 
comes to a close on October 11. Special 
events are planned for the last 2 markets. 
Both markets run from 4 to 6 pm on the 
Common.

On October 4, live fiber animals 
– alpaca and sheep – will return to the 
Common. Shearer Gwen Hinman will 
demonstrate her amazing skill shearing 
lambs from Maple Frost Farm. On 
October 11, Wes Babb, Chef de Cuisine 
at Burdicks Restaurant, will demonstrate 
how easy it is to make fabulous meals 
from ingredients available at the Market. 
Watch, learn, taste!

After the 11th, the Market switches to 
its holiday/winter monthly schedule. The 
special Thanksgiving market will be held 
on the Saturday before Thanksgiving, 
November 23, from 9 am to 2 pm on the 
Common, concurrent with the Christmas 
marts at the churches. The December 
Holidays market will be on December 14, 
from 11 am to 2 pm in the Town Hall.

Winter markets are all held in the Town 
Hall, from 11 am to 1 pm. Most will be on 
the third Saturday of the month. The 
exception is March, when Town Meeting 
is the third Saturday. The March market 
will be on the fifth Saturday. The dates 
are: Jan 18, Feb 15, Mar 29, and Apr 19.

SNAP/EBT Cards Accepted
The Walpole Farmers Market is now 

able to process SNAP/EBT, credit, and 
debit cards – Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (what used to be 
called Food Stamps). SNAP benefits are 
distributed and redeemed electronically, 
with an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) 
card, very much like a debit card. The 
machine that processes EBT cards also 
processes credit and debit cards. All three 
cards are swiped at the Market’s table 
and exchanged for wooden tokens that 
can be spent like money throughout the 
Market.

The WFM hopes processing EBT cards 
will help participants access fresh, 
flavorful, nutrient-dense food.

The machine and tokens needed to 
implement this program were quite 
expensive. Orchard Hill Breadworks 
and the NH Farmers Market Association 
each gave the Market very generous 
grants that covered some of these costs. 
Shoppers using credit or debit cards will 
be invited to throw in an extra buck or 
two if they’d like to support the program, 
helping to offset costs that vendors have 
absorbed.

For more information, see our website 
(walpolefarmersmarket.com), go to the  
Market on Facebook, email jill@
walpolefarmersmarket.com or call 756-3168. 
   – Jill Robinson

Volunteers Needed
Source To Sea Clean Up Day – Oct. 5

The Windham Regional Commission 
(WRC) is organizing a volunteer 
opportunity for those who are eager 
to help clean up the shorelines of the 
Connecticut River. 

The Wantastiquet Local River Sub-
committee of the Connecticut River Joint  
Commissions is assembling volunteers to 
clean up the island under the Hinsdale 
Bridge in Brattleboro/Hinsdale. Meet at 
our base camp on Oct. 5 at 9:15 am at the 
Amtrak Vermonter Train Stop parking lot, 
36 Bridge Street, Brattleboro. Look for a 
big tent. 

Please join the volunteers that day. 
Gloves, trash bags, and refreshments 
will be provided. Not all volunteer jobs 
involve picking up trash. We will need 
sorters, recorders and organizers. Contact 
Dinah Reed at dreed@windhamregional.
org or (802) 257-4547 ext. 109.

   – Dinah Reed

Pill & Medication Disposal
Dear Community,
On October 26 from 10 am to 2 pm, 

the Walpole Police Department, in 
cooperation with the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), will be participating 
in a national program called National Take 
Back Initiative dedicated to the disposal of 
unwanted prescription drugs. This is an 
opportunity for the public to prevent pill 
abuse and theft by ridding their homes of 
potentially dangerous expired, unused, 
and unwanted prescription drugs.  Bring 
your medications for disposal to the 
Walpole Police Department at 4 Russell 
Street, North Walpole.

This service is free and anonymous, 
with no questions asked. All pills and 
medications will be accepted regardless 
of whose name is on the bottle, including 
those pills not in medication bottles.

Medicines that languish in home 
cabinets are highly susceptible to 
diversion, misuse, and abuse. Rates of 
prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are 
alarmingly high, as are the number of 
accidental poisonings and overdoses due 
to these drugs. Studies show that a majority 
of abused prescription drugs are obtained 
from family and friends, including from 
the home medicine cabinet.

I encourage all of us to do our part 
and take a moment to remove these 
potentially dangerous medications from 
being available to unauthorized users.  

Please feel free to contact the Walpole 
Police Department with any questions at 
445-2058.

Justin R. Sanctuary 
Sergeant 
Walpole Police Department 

  
  

  – Groucho Marx
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The Walpolean
Three months ago I contributed to 

the Clarion to announce the changing 
of the guard at The Walpolean. When I 
agreed to take on the task, I really didn’t 
know what I was getting into.  It wasn’t 
as simple as taking over Chuck’s old blog.  
A new one in a new platform had to be 
created.  The learning curve was steep 
and I know I haven’t reached the pinnacle 
even now.  (The challenging thing about 
new software is that the capabilities are 
endless!)   All in all, I have found it to be 
better than I could have even imagined.  
I have had a great time and have learned 
so much.  

As listed on The Walpolean banner, my 
mission is: “Keeping the community up 
to date on community topics.”  With only 
129 subscribers, I know I haven’t reached 
that goal for the community, but I know 
that I have reached it on a personal level.  
I know more about what is going on 
at Alyson’s, at the Walpole School, and 
the Selectboard’s office than I ever had 
before.  I even know how Bob and Peggy 
Graves spent their anniversary!

If you don’t know about their adventure 
you probably need to become a follower.  
As a follower, receive an email each 
time that there is a new post.  That way, 

unless, the post is of no interest and you 
delete the emai, you will be one of those 
community members who is up to date 
on community topics.  

To do this, you must follow these simple 
steps:

Go to http://thewalpolean.wordpress.
com/ or do a search for thewalpolean.
org. (Note that thewalpolean.com is the 
“original” not the present source for news 
of Walpole.)

In the right corner, below the red 
banner, it says “FOLLOW THIS BLOG VIA 
EMAIL”.  Enter your email address in the 
space and click on the box that says 
“Register for The Walpolean.”

You may have to activate your 
subscription on the email you receive 
from Word Press.

The procedure is painless, but if you do 
have trouble, send me an email or give 
me a call and I can issue an “Invitation to 
Subscribe.”

If you have information you would 
like me to post, just send an email to 
ltdecoste@comcast.net and I will publish 
it for you.  If you would prefer that I write 
it, you can give me a call (756-4352) 
and I will do my best to convey your 
news.   These news items are important.  
As with the Clarion, there are no paid 

investigative reporters on staff to track 
down the news;I need it from you.

You are also welcome to comment on 
items of interest. Under each headline 
there is a “Leave a Comment” spot.  This 
dialogue is what creates interest, so please 
be encouraged to share your two cents.  I 
will let you know that comments come to 
me for approval first.  Rest assured that as 
long as the language is appropriate, the 
writer identifies himself, and individuals 
don’t come under attack, I will give that 
approval.

I would love to see every voter with 
internet access be a subscriber to this blog 
and would love to see a dozen comments 
on each post.   Can you tell I am an eternal 
optimist?  Until then, let’s work together 
to stay informed.  

– Lil DeCoste
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How do you get to Cornish?
Me and my friend, Elwud, are sitting 

on the river bank, rod and reel in hand, 
bobbers floating about thirty feet out in 
the Connecticut River and along comes 
this gi-normous RV driven by one of them 
down-country tourists. Right off we knew 
they was goin’ to ask a stupid question 
and sure enough they did.

“Are you fellahs fishin’?” he says.  
Well, Elwud takes a sip of medicinal 

liquid from his flask, looks the fellah 
straight in the eye and replies, “No sir, 
we’s teaching them worms to hold their 
breath and swim under water!”

“There is no need to be sarcastic”, says 
the tourist. “I was just looking for some 
directions.”

“Well why didn’t ya just say so”, says 
Elwud, “Where ya be wantin’ ta go?”

“Do you know how to get to Cornish?”, 
he asks.

“Ayup, sure do!” replies Elwud.
“How do you get to Cornish?” he asks.
“My Sista usually takes me!” says 

Elwud.
About now this tourist fellow is starting 

to fume. And a little irately he continues 
with, “Can you give me directions from 
here?”

Now Elwud is starting to enjoy himself 
and replies, “Ayup!”

Mister Tourist fellow is scarlet-faced  by 
now, but realizing he needs directions, 
he contains himself and asks, “Will you 
please give me directions?”

“Well you continue up this road and 
just past Charlestown, take a left, cross a 
bridge over the Connecticut River. At the 
end of the bridge take a sharp right up 
Route 5 about ten miles.  You’ll come to a 
four-way intersection, gas station on left, 
take a right, cross another bridge over 
the Connecticut River.  Follow Route 12-
A north along the Connecticut River ‘til 
ya come to an intersection with a store 
in front of you that reads “12% Solution”, 
turn right and you will come to Cornish.”

As the RV pulled away, I asked Elwud, 
“Why didn’t you tell him to continue 
on Route 12 to 12-A, instead of the 
roundabout way you gave him?”  

Just then I heard a voice from the RV 
say, “Dumb country bumpkins!”

Elwud looked at me and smiled and 
I had my answer!  Never mess with us 
dumb country bumpkins!

Distant Hill Gardens
Saturday October 5, from 9 am to 4 pm,  

Distant Hill Gardens will be hosting 
the final ‘Open Garden Saturday’ of the 
season. View the beautiful fall colors and 
textures of the extensive shrub gardens, 
check out the quaking cranberry bog 
boardwalk, walk one of the many woods 
trails, or let the kids explore the nature 
play trail in ‘White Rock Woods’. 

This open garden is being held in 
conjunction with NESEA’s ‘Green Buildings 
Open House’, held annually in October. 
New England Sustainable Energy 
Association’s mission is to promote the 
adoption of sustainable energy practices 
in the built environment. The open house 
is an opportunity for the public to learn 
about energy-saving improvements to  
buildings in their communities, and to 
talk with owners about the designs.

Michael and Kathy Nerrie will be 
available to answer questions about the 
passive solar home at Distant Hill with its 
photovoltaic array, evacuated tube solar 
hot water heater, and highly-efficient 
mini-split heat pump heating and cooling 
system. Come and discuss the advantages 
of using energy-efficient technologies on 
your own home. 

The event is free to all, but donations 
to help cover expenses are much 
appreciated. Visit distanthill.org for more 
information, or call 756-4179.

    - Michael Nerrie

Hooper Golf Club
There is a bit of exciting news for 

October at Hooper Golf Club. First, our 
rates have dropped for the remainder of 
the year to $15 for 9 holes and $25 for 18 
during the week. Weekend rates are now 
$18 for 9 holes and $28 for 18. In between 
raking the leaves and making apple pie, 
come on up and take advantage of these 
low rates.

Second, we will be playing a home/
home club match against our friendly 
rivals from Bellows Falls Country Club on 
October 12 & 13. Hooper will host on the 
13th, and the coveted President’s Cup 
Trophy will return for good this time! We 
are looking forward to wonderful golf this 
month amidst leaves of red, orange, and 
gold.

Pro’s Tip:
When playing on those windy fall days, 

combat the wind by taking more club and 
swinging easier. This will cause a lower 
spin rate on the ball and make for a lower 
penetrating trajectory.  Swing easy when 
it’s breezy!  – Ron Rosko

Being powerful is like being a lady;  
if you have to tell people you are,  
    you aren’t.  – Margaret Thatcher
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Community CROP Walk
On Saturday, September 21, 51 walkers 

left the First Congregational Church and 
walked almost 5 miles to raise money for 
CROP Walk. CROP Walk is an interfaith 
community Hunger Walk hoping to end 
hunger one step at a time.  Monies raised 
will help The Fall Mountain Food Shelf 
and other food pantries and meal sites 
across the U.S.  Also Church World Service 
will help distribute aid to earthquake 
victims, flood victims and much needed 
emergency assistance throughout the 
world.

This year our community raised 
over $2,500.  Participants included the 
Charlestown Jr. High and Fall Mountain HS 
Girl’s Soccer Teams, and local townfolks.  
Thank you to all who sponsored these 
walkers.

We also want to thank all those who 
donated to help make the day special:
Steve the Cheese Maker at Boggy Meadow 
Farm, who donated Fanny Mae cheese, 
Dave Westover who donated frozen 
yogurt from The Scoop Shop, Alyson’s 
Orchard for apples and Jamie Teague for 
delicious cupcakes.

Everyone in our community stepped 
up to make this year a success.  We are 
looking forward to next year when we can 
best our own record.  Mark your calendar 
for Saturday, September 27, 2014.

   – Peg Winnen

• Passed:  George Hurlburt, September 6.

Walkers posed before stepping off.
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