
Continued on Page 4 Continued on Page 10

A Monthly Community Publication  •  Volume IV, Issue 10  •  October, 2014

Walpole Water: #1
Walpole Wins Best Tasting Water in 

New Hampshire
Walpole is known for many things 

including L.A. Burdick Chocolate and 
for being the home of documentary 
filmmaker and producer Ken Burns. Now 
Walpole has a new claim to fame:  “Best 
Tasting Water in New Hampshire.” 

The contest held on September 9, 
2014, was hosted by Granite State Rural 
Water Association, an association of 
water and wastewater utilities, during 
the organization’s annual conference 
at Mount Sunapee Resort in Newbury, 
NH.  Judges for the contest were Jane 
Downing, Drinking Water Chief, U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Region 1; Sarah Pillsbury, Administrator 
of the Drinking Water and Groundwater 
Bureau, NH Department of Environmental 
Services; and Mark Kowproski, 
Community Programs Specialist, United 

On September 2, 2014, a few minutes 
after 1:00 pm, Judge Elizabeth Leonard 
declared she would accept the Consent 
Decree submitted to the Eighth Circuit 
Probate Court by the Trustees of the 
Hooper Trust and the Office of Charitable 
Trusts, Attorney General’s Office.

The Office of Charitable Trusts 
represented by Attorney Lisa English and 
Terry Knowles appeared telephonically.  
Attorney Jeremy Hockensmith, Trustees 
Charles Street and Steve Dalessio 
appeared in person on behalf of the 
Hooper Trust.  Steve Varone and Peggy 
Pschirrer were in the audience.

The Consent Decree was proposed 
by the Trustees and negotiated with 
the Office of Charitable Trusts.  When 
both sides agreed on the language the 
Consent Decree was sent to the Judge 
for her review.  Judge Leonard said 
she had reviewed the Decree, had no 
questions, had heard no complaints 

A Hooper Decision

A Giant Step Forward

Three years ago this month,  
The Walpole Clarion first showed up  
in town mailboxes. We’ve managed  

to keep reappearing every month  
since, while growing from 8  
to 24 pages along the way.  

Many thanks to our advertisers, 
contributors, and readers.  

We appreciate and welcome  
feedback of any kind.
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W.R.A.P. 
At my last volunteer stint at the 

recycling center, I again found myself 
deep in the sorting of plastic.  One 
would think it would be an easy shift 
- sorting plastic - especially since most 
bottles or containers are relatively clean 
and easy to toss. Look for #1 or #2, each 
to its own box. Easy peasy, right? After 
two hours of sorting you start to think, 
should I be going faster? How come it 
takes so long to sort? As soon as a load 
comes in, it should be gone quickly. Well, 
here’s the answer: The center realizes a 
fairly substantial amount of money from 
returnable plastic bottles, cans and glass 
bottles. Handling each can and bottle to 
determine the returnable from the rest 
is time-consuming and labor-intensive. 
More experienced volunteers are 
much faster at sorting, but I expect to 
become more proficient as I gain more 
experience. 

A very nice recycler handed me a 
bag and said, “These are all returnable.” 
Wow, a real eye-opener!  I talked to Paul 
Coburn about perhaps designating a box 
just for returnable items, plastic, glass or 
aluminum. Well, Paul thought it would be 
more confusing to add three more boxes 
for people to sort into. I thought back 
to conversations I’ve had with different 
people who do recycle and wish they 
had more time to volunteer at the Center, 
especially since I’m so enthusiastic 
about volunteering myself.  So, I talked 
again to Paul and suggested that since 
I’m reporting on this month’s WRAP, we 
could use this forum to enlist volunteers 
in another way: asking recyclers to put 
their returnable items in a separate bag.  
It would not take much more time, since 
you’re recycling anyway, and it would 
certainly free up volunteer time to do 
more at the Center. It could be a win-win 
situation -- good for the center and good 
for people who want to volunteer but 
are time-strapped. 

If you do have time and would like 
to volunteer, glass-crushing is a really 
cool thing to do. Battery-packing can be 
exciting; and they haven’t yet let me at 
the cardboard, but I’m looking forward 
to that. The best part of being a Recycle 
Center Volunteer is working with Paul, 
Paul, Greg and the other volunteers. 
And if you are selected Volunteer of the 
Month, you get a free lunch. What could 
be better?

            – Carolyn Norback

The Walpolean
Walpole’s Online News Source

Many in town remember when Chuck 
Bingaman began the Walpolean several 
years ago, and nearly 200 friends and 
neighbors continue to enjoy the benefits 
of subscription to the online Walpole 
news source. 

Lil DeCoste took over administration 
of the site when the Bingamans moved 
west, and she has been dedicated in 
reporting on local events and posting 
the minutes of Selectmen’s, Planning 
and Zoning Board meetings.  Many 
area organizations also post under 
Lil’s auspices in order to get the word 
out about their activities and events. 
One can find information about the 
Farmer’s Market, yard sales, craft fairs, 
library events, open houses, book 
signings, guest speakers, contests, races, 
committees, workshops, the occasional 
want ad -- even lost & found items! There 
is also the opportunity to post comments 
on, responses to, and/or answers for the 
articles Lil presents. The Clarion has often 
benefited from Lil’s willingness to post a 
submission the paper has received too 
late to include in an upcoming issue - 
thereby enabling the contributor to get 
his or her message out to the community 
anyway.

With computers and smartphones 
nearly ubiquitous in our society, there 
is no reason why one cannot have the 
Walpolean at one’s fingertips -- quite 
literally!  Interested persons can check in 
at any time by doing an internet search for 
thewalpolean.org -- AND -- if they enter 
their email address in the top, right-hand 
corner, they will become “Followers” and 
thus get email notifications whenever 
something new is posted. That way they 
won’t miss any of the “happenings” in 
town.

So, get with the program and become 
a follower of the Walpolean -- and be in 
the know.

          – Barbara Kasper

Elections  
November 4 
Don’t Forget to Vote!
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about the Decree and found the Decree 
acceptable.  We were all surprised by the 
brevity of the session, and frankly, quite 
ecstatic.

The Consent Decree established 
that the Conservation Easement and 
sale of the Hooper Property would be 
completed simultaneously.   In addition, 
the Decree ordered the Hooper Trust II, 
Part I, Scholarship to be consolidated 
with Hooper I, the education Trust.  
Hooper II, Part II, Maintenance will remain 
separate.  Should the Hooper Institute 
need more than the annual interest of 
the Maintenance Fund, the Institute 
may appeal to the office of Charitable 
Trusts.  This last fact will save the Hooper 
Institute from the expense of returning 
to the Probate Court.

The Decision rendered on September 
2 is a GIANT step toward realizing the 
recommendations of the Hooper Study 
Committee, which were accepted by the 
Hooper Trustees August 29, 2013.

The Hooper Preservation Fund 
must now finish its fundraising so the 
Conservation Easement and the sale 
can indeed occur simultaneously.   The 
Hooper Preservation Fund has raised 
approximately $502,000 to date in cash 
and pledges.

Letters will be sent this next week to 
all individuals and groups who made 
pledges pending the Court Decision.   
New gifts will be sought to complete our 
drive toward $600,000.

Some folks have asked if we haven’t 
already raised enough money for the 
easement.   Actually, we have almost 
enough for the easement but not 
enough for all the expenses related to the 
costs of fundraising and administration, 
including attorneys’ fees and related 
recording fees. I will be happy to explain 
in detail those administrative expenses if 
anyone wants to email me or call.   

What happens if we raise more than 
we need? That would be a rare event but 

Continued from Page 1:Hooper Decision
any excess will be promptly deposited in 
the Hooper Trust Fund, which benefits 
the Hooper Institute and ultimately the 
community.

The Hooper Preservation Fund 
Committee thanks every one of you who 
hasa been supportive with your positive 
thoughts and your generous gifts.

                – Peggy Pschirrer

  
 

 
 

 
 

  
  

 – Emily Post
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Town Clerk’s  
Office Hours

Monday:           7 am – 4 pm

Tuesday:          7 am – 7 pm

Wednesday:    7 – 8 am 
   then closed to public
Thursday:        7 am – 4 pm

photo: Ray Boas

Horse Thieves 
Biennial Banquet
On Tuesday, September 23, about 135 

members and guests of the Walpole 
Horse Thieves gathered at the Alyson’s 
Orchard banquet facility for its biennial 
banquet.  As most of you know, we’ve 
enjoyed spectacular late summer 
weather the last few weeks; and that 
clear, sunny weather with the first fall 
colors showing set a perfect stage for 
the event.  

The event was attended by our newest 
Horse Thieves members, as well as by 
many of our most senior members 
including eight of our twelve “Riders”  -
- members with the most seniority in 
the organization.  Riders honored that 
evening were:  Harold Putnam who joined 
in 1955; Richard Collins – 1955; Charles 
“Chick” Miller – 1957; Gregory Macri 
– 1959; Bill Fletcher – 1959; Dr. Tucker 
Burr – 1959; Randy Daniels – 1959; John 
Hubbard – 1959; Sheldon Sawyer – 1959; 
Henry Fletcher – 1959; David Chickering 
– 1962; and Bob Graves – 1962.  

The banquet was served “home-style” 
by the Pinnacleview and Great River 4-
H Clubs.  The young men and women 
were everywhere carrying platters of 
food, refilling beverages and clearing 
the tables after the meal, and did a 
fabulous job!  The Club leaders kept the 
young people organized and are largely 
responsible for the banquet going so 
smoothly.  The Horse Thieves will make 
a donation to the clubs as a token of our 
sincere thanks for all the hard work by 
the leaders and members.  

Our menu was a traditional roast 
beef dinner or vegetarian lasagna, and 
almost all the food was locally grown 
and prepared on site by a team of cooks 
headed by Bob Kimball.  Winter squash 

and cider were donated by Alyson’s 
Orchard; green beans and tomatoes 
were donated by Homestead Farm; 
Gwen Yardley made rolls for the event; 
the roast beef was purchased from a 
supplier but was cooked on site, and the 
lasagna was homemade and cooked on 
site.  Many from the community made 
pies and cakes for dessert, and Fred Dill / 
Carol’s Scoop Shop donated ice cream.  

After the Riders were honored, New 
Hampshire Fish and Game Biologist Ted 
Walski spoke to us and provided a slide 
show primarily about the reintroduction 
of turkeys to New Hampshire in 1975.  
However, he also answered questions 
about bears, moose, turkeys and ticks.  

The evening was capped by the 
distribution of the 2014 Horse Thieves 
posters.  If you were not present at the 
banquet, you may pick up a copy of the 

poster by contacting Lewis LaClair (756-
0001 or LLaclair@advancedrisk.com).  
You may also ask Janet Clough or Linda 
Edkins at the Town Hall.  

Membership in the Walpole Horse 
Thieves society is open to any man 18 
years or older who lives in Walpole, 
who pays a $2 lifetime fee and signs the 
membership book.  If you are interested 
in joining, please contact Lewis LaClair, 
Clerk, or Sheldon Sawyer, President (756-
3404). 

The next event for the Horse Thieves 
is our annual meeting, which will be 
held on Saturday evening, January 17, 
2015.  We’ll provide more details on the 
location and time in a future Clarion 
article.  However, it’s worth mentioning 
that the Walpole Horse Thieves were 
organized in 1816, and so 2015 starts our 
200th year as an organization!  We look 
forward to seeing you then.

   – Lewis LaClair

Horse Thieves Riders: (from left) Dick Collins, Henry Fletcher, Randy Daniels,  
Sheldon Sawyer, Tucker Burr, Greg Macri, Bill Fletcher, Bob Graves
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Dinner Auction 
On Saturday, October 18, the Fall 

Mountain Educational Endowment 
Association will host its annual dinner 
auction at the Walpole Town Hall. The 
beautiful venue, decorated in festive fall 
floral arrangements by the Fall Mountain 
Horticultural class, will set the mood 
for a delightful evening of food, fun, 
and auctions to benefit the district.  As 
usual, the smaller items will be displayed 
around the hall for folks to bid on as they 
visit and enjoy complementary hors 
d’oeuvres.  Guests may bring in their own 
wine for the affair.  There is room for only 
130 guests, so book your reservation 
now.  Last year’s event had about 70 
silent auction offerings and another 35 
live auction items. 

Each year the Endowment brings in 
about $10,000.00 from the auctions.  To 

Cemetery Tour
On Saturday, October 25, the old 

Walpole Cemetery will once again be 
visited by spirits of years past -- and the 
spirits are just dying for company!

The Walpole Historical Society has 
been producing these tours since 2002, 
and each one has a different cast of 
characters from Walpole’s past, anxious to 
talk about their lives with the audience.  

The tour will meet at the Walpole 
Middle School front lawn at 3:00 pm, 
when the ‘Funeral  Director’ will start 
the procession through the beautiful 
cemetery with its stone markers - some 
which have been standing for 300 years 
- stopping to talk to the ‘old timers’ along 
the way.  For those who haven’t yet taken 
the tour, we urge you to come and see 
for yourself how Walpole’s history comes 
alive on this one day each year.  

Be sure to wear comfortable shoes and 
come prepared for all weather, as the 
tour goes on -- rain, shine or snow!  We 
all look forward to seeing you there.

   – Tara Sad

date, we have tickets to Indian Head 
Resort in the White Mountains. We also 
have tickets for live performances at 
the Hopkins Center,  Colonial Theatre, 
Northern Stage, and Claremont Opera 
House  with dining accommodations to 
accompany the shows.  A 12’ Manatee 
Kayak package, donated by Dan Caloras 
and Sheila Kendrick is also up for auction, 
along with ski passes, a golf certificate, 
and much more.  

The dinner menu offers three entrees 
catered by the Fall Mountain School 
District Banquet Food Service.  Please join 
us for a fun-filled evening that helps fund 
so many programs for the students in the 
Fall Mountain schools.   For reservations,  
call Patricia Royce at 826-4831 or e-mail 
us at fmeeassoc@gmail.com.

              – Patricia J. Royce

Cemetery Tour residents are always eager to welcome – and entertain – visitors. 

  
    – Henry Winkler
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Site-Base Committee
Walpole Committee seeks 
Community Representation

The Walpole School Site-Based 
Committee, comprised of teachers, 
parents, community members, support 
staff, a school board member and the 
principal, meet the first Wednesday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the Walpole 
Elementary School library is looking for 
several community members.  

The purpose of the committee is to 
provide a forum of ideas and opinions 
from everyone within our community 
and school, incorporate community 
input into our decision making process, 
review, discuss, adopt and annually 
evaluate a school improvement plan, 
enlist support of all staff, students, 
parents, school district and student 
representatives in the implementation 
of the improvement plan, present an 
annual report on the progress of the 
school’s improvement plan, plan and 
evaluate the school budget, participate 
in the selection of special programs and 
participate in school personnel decisions, 
where warranted.

If you are interested in becoming a 
member, the school would appreciate 
your involvement.  Call Mr. Sam Jacobs, 
principal of the school, at 756-4728.  
More information is available on the 
Walpole Site-Based Committee’s blog at 
walpoleschool.blogspot.com.

   – Sam Jacobs

2014 CROP Walk
Christie Winmill, Carol Putnam,  
and Kris Tyson lead the way…  
20 participants raised more than $2,650.

CROP Walkers ready to begin.

photos: Ray Boas
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Historical Society
The Walpole Historical Society 

Museum and Gift Shop will be open 
noon to 4pm on  Saturday October 4 and 
11.   The 11th is the last regular day of our 
season.   We thank everyone who visited 
us and supported us over the Spring 
and Summer months.  Our Gift Shop will 
be present at the October 25th Friends 
of the Walpole Library Book Sale in the 
Middle School on that Saturday.  Please 
come see us there.  

We will be open on the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving, November 22, and the 
Saturday after Thanksgiving, November 
29, noon to 4pm.  If you have not seen our 
exhibits of the Roosevelt years do come 
as it is a wonderful exhibit.  Our gift shop 
has everything you need for Christmas 
giving, for hostess gifts, and for your own 
home.

Tavern Night at Walpole Historical 
Society is on Saturday October 18 from 
5-7pm.  This was such a wonderful success 
last year we are doing it again.  Please join 
us and bring your friends and neighbors 
to enjoy conversation, refreshments and 
libations under the old Watkins Tavern 
Sign at your Walpole Historical Society.  
See you there!!

           – Sally McGaffigan

Harlem Wizards
On Tuesday, October 21st at 7:00 pm 

the Fall Mountain Class of 2016 will be 
hosting the Harlem Wizards! Come check 
out the 53rd season of Tricks-Hoops 
and Alley-Oops!  Expect to see amazing 
basketball talent, wizard-like tricks and 
ball-handling as well as wild dunks and 
humor that are guaranteed to make you 
laugh. The Wizards put the full court press 
on fun as they take on a team made up of 
people from your community.

This is sure to be a fun family night out 
featuring players from the schools in the 
Fall Mountain Regional School District.

The game will be held in the gym at 
FMRHS.  Doors open at 6:00 pm

Ticket Information: 
If purchased ahead, Student:$10.00/

Adult:$12.00; at the door, Student: 
$12.00/Adult:$14.00.

Tickets are being sold at: Galloway Real 
Estate, Real to Reel, Charlestown House 
of Pizza, Village Square Booksellers 
in Bellows Falls, or online at www.
harlemwizards.com

 
 
 

  – Fanny Brice
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am  
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Telos Whitfield  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 pm

Genealogy Workshop
The Walpole Historical Society will 

sponsor another free Genealogy 
Workshop on Saturday, October 11, from 
10am -12 noon.  We  welcome beginners 
as well as experienced persons.  Hints 
regarding research sources as well as stone 
walls will be shared.  Call for reservations 
at 756 2933. More information can be 
found on the Walpole Historical Society 
website: walpolehistory.org.

             – Jeanne A Jeffries

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet for a 

potluck lunch at the Congregational 
Church at noon on Monday, October 20. 
Everyone is asked to bring a contribution 
for the Fall Mountain Food Shelf and a dish 
to share.  All Drewsville, North Walpole 
and Walpole Seniors are welcome for 
fun and good socialization.  Our Mystery 
Speaker will have a surprise for us. Please 
contact Jeanne A Jeffries at 756-2933 for 
more information.       

– Jeanne A Jeffries

The Giving Tree
The First Congregational Church 

and St. John’s Episcopal Church are 
sponsoring the annual Giving Tree 
project. The trees will be in the two 
churches and then in the Savings Bank 
of Walpole and the Walpole Library in 
late November. Walpole residents have 
been so generous in the past. Watch 
for more information in the coming 
weeks! If you need information about 
how to participate as a recipient family, 
please contact the Rev. Susan Kershaw, 
susankershaw54@gmail.com.

St. John’s
The After School programs are 

growing! 
We have Art After School every 

Wednesday from 3:15 - 5 pm.  Any young 
artist in grade 1 or higher is welcome -- 
come create beautiful work!

Art+Faith happens every Friday from 
3:15 - 4:15 pm. This program invites 
children to experience God’s presence 
through animated Bible stories (“Holy 
Moly!”) and creative activities. Children 
aged 4 and older are welcome. There is 
no fee for either program. If you need 
more information, please email the Rev. 
Susan Kershaw, susankershaw54@gmail.
com.

Please come to the Annual Art Show, 
showcasing the work of young artists in 
both programs: Sunday, October 26, 5 - 6 
pm in the Parish Hall, St. John’s Church. 

Walpole Youth Group
St. John’s Episcopal Church and the First 

Congregational Church are sponsoring 
the Walpole Youth Group. If you are in 
5th grade or older, you are welcome to 
join us on the first and third Sundays of 
every month, from 6 - 7:30 pm.  Join us on 
Sunday, October 5 at 6 pm at St. John’s/
Parish Hall. We’ll have delicious snacks, 
a fun activity, and great fellowship. 
We’ll begin planning our participation 
as a group in the annual Giving Tree 
project. Bring a friend! The Rev. Craig 
Breismeister and the Rev. Susan Kershaw 
are the group sponsors. Hope to see you 
October 5!

Elections  
November 4 
Don’t Forget to Vote!
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...the August 10, 2011 
robbery of the Connecticut River Bank 
(netting the well-dressed robber in 
suit coat, tie, and orange baseball cap 
a paltry $6190) was not the first bank 
robbery in Walpole? The original Savings 
Bank of Walpole, incorporated in 1853, 
was robbed of about $52,000 in cash 
and securities on November 21, 1864.

The bank was located in the brick B. 
F. Aldrich store (the northern part of 
the current Burdick building on Main 
Street).  Benjamin F. Aldrich was the 
bank’s treasurer, and David Buffum, 
president.  A large share of the loss 
belonged to Col. A Herbert Bellows. The 
key for the safe was in three portions, 
and it was believed that to gain access, 
the treasurer’s movements had been 
observed for some time.  One part of 
the key was left in a desk drawer, a 
second in a business safe, and the third 
the treasurer kept in his pants pocket 
when he returned home at night. Entry 
for the robbery was gained through 
a store window, and the treasurer’s 
pants were found outside his home 
the next day.

The loss was a vast sum - $788,000 
in 2014 dollars - and many of Walpole’s 
prominent citizens were speculated to 
be involved.  But this was not the case, 
and even with a $5,000 reward no clues 
were forthcoming to solve the crime.  
It was learned in February of 1865, 
however, that some of the stolen bonds 
had been sold.  Col. Bellows employed 
New York detectives who obtained a 
clue which fostered suspicion of one Max 
Shinburn, who was currently in Saratoga, 
New York. The detectives hurried to 
Saratoga, and, upon learning Shinburn 
was at the theatre, laid a plan to capture 
him upon his departure. The plan 
worked. During his capture, Shinburn 
endeavored to destroy an envelope in 
his pocket. It contained two of the bonds 
stolen at Walpole. This was enough to 
arrest him, and return him to Keene for 
trial. Convicted and incarcerated, he 
escaped from jail the night following his 
conviction. Arrested again after a failed 
bank robbery at St. Albans, Vermont, 
Shinburn was sent to the state prison in 
Concord, NH. But, again he escaped in 
what has been called “one of the most 
daring and skillfully planned in criminal 
history.”

Max Shinburn’s life of crime continued 
both here and in Europe. When he felt 

it was safe to return to the US, his 
robberies continued, and on June 
28, 1895, he was arrested by the 
Pinkerton Agency for the robbery of 
the First National Bank of Middleburg, 
NY. Imprisoned in January, 1896, he 
was returned to Concord in October 
of 1898 to serve out that term. After 
his release April 19, 1908, William 
Pinkerton commissioned him to write 
a history of safe-cracking. Shinburn’s 
Safe Burglary - Its Beginning and 
Progress remains the definitive work 
on the Victorian safer-blowers’ art.

The November 1864 robbery caused 
the Savings Bank of Walpole to close, 
and there was no bank in town until 
1875.  The current Savings Bank of 
Walpole was granted a charter on July 
2, 1875. The bank commenced business 
on October 1, 1875 in the office of 
Judge Josiah G. Bellows on Westminster 
Street, and your money has been safe 

Continued on Page 15

Max Shinburn

B. F. ALDRICH, the brick building on the left.
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Friends of the Library
Walpole’s library is an important 

community resource.  The Friends of 
the Library work throughout the year to 
support the library.  Our major fundraiser 
is the annual Book and Tag Sale.  This 
year the sale is being held the weekend 
of October 24 - 26 at the Walpole School 
gymnasium.  

Ways you can help the library:
Donate gently-used books, CDs and 

DVDs to the book sale.  Please drop off 
donations at the library before October 
15.

Join us on Wednesday mornings from 
9 to 10:30 am at RN Johnson’s middle 
building to help sort donated books. 

Purchase a table at the tag sale for 
$25.

Come to the sale and bring your 
friends!

Make a donation to the Walpole 
Library.

Join the Friends of the Library.
Thank you to all who have already 

donated books & helped sort on 
Wednesdays.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated.  

      – Jana Sellarole

States Department of Agriculture Rural 
Development Program. Water samples 
were judged for clarity, bouquet and 
taste.  Thirteen water systems from 
across the state participated in the first 
annual contest.  According to GSRWA 
Board member, Bob Naylor of Newport 
Water Works, “The competition was 
tough. New Hampshire has great-tasting 
water.”  According to GSRWA Executive 
Director, Jennifer Palmiotto, “The contest 
gives winners the bragging rights of 
having NH’s best tasting tap water.  In 
addition, the Walpole Water Department 
automatically qualifies to enter the Great 
American Taste Test contest held annually 
by National Rural Water Association in 
Washington, DC.”

Granite State Rural Water Association, 
a state affiliate of National Rural Water 
Association, is a non-profit trade 
association dedicated to aiding New 
Hampshire water and wastewater 
systems through legislative activities, 
training and on-site technical assistance.

  – Jennifer Palmiotto

Continued from page 1: Walpole Water

Walpole Library 
Wins Grant for Layout Planning
The Walpole Library has received a 

$5,000 grant from the New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation for library 
layout planning.  The grant will cover 
consultation with a space planner who 
specializes in libraries to determine the 
best use of the Bridge Memorial Library’s 
physical facility.  

“As library materials change, the way 
we use our space should change, too,” 
says head librarian Mary Farrell.  “For 
instance, many of our reference materials 
are now available in electronic form, 
instead of shelves of reference books.”  

She added, “We also want to make sure 
that we have the right kind of space to 
meet our town’s need for a community 
gathering spot.   The grant will help us 
re-evaluate the way we use our library’s 
rooms and make the most of the space 
we have.”  

The library is currently interviewing 
consultants with experience in library 
planning.  Patrons who have ideas about 
how to use the space more effectively 
can stop in to share their ideas or 
email the library at librarydirector@
walpoletownlibrary.org.  

                – Jennifer Kelly  

What’s Up at the Walpole Town Library for Kids?
Storytime: Every Wednesday morning at 10:15 am.   

Stories, songs and crafts.  All ages welcome!

Lapsit: Story Time just for babies and toddlers.   
Don’t let the name fool you, we don’t do much sitting!

Mango Language Program: Learn a language on your computer, tablet or phone.   
More than 40 languages available…including Pirate!

Museum Passes: Free passes to lots of local museums.

Free audio and digital books for mp3 players, tablets, phones and e-readers.   
All you need is the Overdrive app!

To learn more about these great programs contact the library at 756-9806 or stop in!

Best in the state
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Kempters Return
Southern Gospel  
comes to Walpole and Alstead -

The Kempters, a Southern Gospel 
band from Alabama, will be performing 
its hand-clapping, good ‘old-fashioned 
sing-along with gospel music on October 
15 at the First Congregational Church of 
Walpole, and on October 17 at the Third 
Congregational Church of Alstead. This 
talented family band consists of dad 
Chaz and 6 children. Mom operates 
the sound board. The Kempters have 
played throughout the South, including 
at the Dollywood BBQ, and in Colorado, 
Connecticut, Rhode Island and New 
Hampshire. Each concert will begin at 
6:30 and admission is free. A free-will 
love offering will be taken. Refreshments 
and a ‘meet the band’ will take place 
after each show. Come enjoy an evening 
of great music. You can check them out 
beforehand at www.thekempters.com.

                – Mike Delaney



P.12 Cal.



P.13 Cal.
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Hooper Golf Club
Hello everyone!  The highlight for 

October at Hooper Golf Club is our 
interclub match against Bellows Falls 
Country Club on the 11th and 12th.  
These matches are played in the spirit of 
the Ryder Cup.  The matches on the 11th 
will be played at Bellows Falls Country 
Club and use a foursome (alternate shot) 
and a fourball (better ball of partners) 
format per nine holes.  On the 12th at 
Hooper, the format is just straight-up, 
18-hole singles matches.  You will be 
glad to know Hooper won the cup last 
year -- and Bellows Falls is not going to 
remove it from its pedestal in the pro 
shop this year either.

On Sunday, October 5, Hooper will 
have its 39th Annual Turkey Shoot Mixed 
Scramble at 1p.m.  This is a 9-hole event 
kicking off with a shotgun start.  Winners 
will get a nice turkey for dinner.

The 40th Annual Fall Shootout will 
take place on Sunday, October 19, at 9 
a.m.  This event is open to any type of 
2-person team makeup, whether it be a 
men’s, women’s or mixed team.  The net 
skins game format can either be feast or 
famine.  Win the right hole -- and if all the 
others are tied -- you could have yourself 
a nice payout.

A big heads-up to all those with any 
credit in the pro shop from tournaments, 
leagues, et cetera: it must be used 
completely by November 3.

This golf pro is predicting a beautiful 
month of October with cool mornings, 
warm afternoons and spectacular fall 
foliage.  Don’t put those clubs away until 
the middle of November.  

Pro’s tip of the month:
Check yourself to make sure that when 

the swing is complete you are falling a 
little forward.  Any bit of weight falling 
backward on the follow-through is not 
good.  It is much better to be stepping 
forward after the swing than it is to be 
feeling weight on your back foot.

   – Ron Rosko

Golf Team Debuts
After years of unsuccessful attempts, 

golf has becoime a part of the Fall 
Mountain autumn sports picture. A big 
thank-you to Terry Zehr for making the 
Fall Mountain Regional High School Golf 
Team a reality.  Over the last year, she 
has worked with the athletic director, 
Principal Tom Ronning, and the school 
board to make sure all deadlines were 
met and requirements reached in order 
to get the team off the ground this fall.  

The golf team had its first practice on 
its home course at Hooper Golf Club 
on Monday, August 18.  A match soon 
followed and on Tuesday, September 2, 
the team traveled to Bretwood Golf Club 
to square off against Monadnock and 
Stevens High School.  

After getting off to a tough 0 and 6 
start, the team has since played to a .500 
record, and (at this writing) has a 4 -10 
record.

Team players include Mitchell Zehr, 
Aaron Ricci, Jake 
Sleezer, Caleb Silver, 
Ethan McNamara, 
and Nick Phillips.  
Hooper Golf Course 
Professional Ron 
Rosko, PGA, serves 
as coach.

               
– Ron Rosko

The FMRHS Golf Team: (from left) Nick Phillips, Caleb Silver, Aaron Ricci, 
 Mitchell Zehr, Jake Sleezer, Ethan McNamara...and coach Ron Rosko, kneeling.

photo pRovided

Fall Rummage Sale
Friday, October 3, from 4pm to 6pm, and 

Saturday, October 4, From 9am to 1pm, the 
First Congregational Church will hold its 
Fall Rummage Sale. Good, clean fall and 
winter clothing and household items will 
be available. There will be a Food sale 
on Saturday. Our ever-popular bag sale 
begins at 12 on Saturday. Fill a paper bag 
for $1.00, a plastic trash bag for $2.00 -
- there will be something for everyone. 
Join us!

        – Bonnie Woodward

  
  

  
  – Julie Andrews
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Solar Saturday
Saturday, October 4, from 9 am to 

4 pm, Distant Hill Gardens in Walpole 
will be hosting a Solar Open House in 
addition to our monthly Open Garden. 
The event is being held in conjunction 
with the American Solar Energy Society’s 
(ASES) 19th annual National Solar Tour.

The Passive Solar Home at Distant 
Hill Gardens will be the main focus of 
the day, with its 3.15 kW roof-mounted 
Photovoltaic (PV) solar electric array, a 
ground mounted evacuated tube solar 
hot water heater and a ductless mini-
split heat pump heating and cooling 
system.

Michael and Kathy Nerrie, builders and 
stewards of Distant Hill Gardens, will be 
available all day to answer your questions 
about the energy-saving features of the 
home.

After touring the solar home, be sure 
to take some time to explore the unique 
natural and human-made features of 
the 58-acre property. Stroll the many 
paths through the beautiful ornamental 
gardens; search for the many whimsical 
metal sculptures hidden throughout 
the gardens; experience the quaking 
cranberry bog boardwalk; walk the new 
half-mile long loop trail; or let the kids 
explore ‘White-Rock Woods’, a nature 
play area at Distant Hill Gardens. Also of 
interest is the large stone circle aligned to 
the setting sun on the winter solstice, and 
the geologically unique outcroppings of 
stretched pebbles

This is a free event , but donations are 
much appreciated. Please visit www.
distanthill.org for more information and 
directions, or call Michael at 756-4179.

              – Michael Nerrie

Continued from page 9: Did You Know?

there ever since. The present Savings 
Bank of Walpole was the only Cheshire 
County bank to remain unscathed by 
the Panic of 1896.  It lasted through the 
Depression of 1930-1932 and remained 
in a strong position following the Bank 
Holiday of 1932.
One exclamation point in Walpole’s 
long history is the infamous bank 
robbery of 1864 by one of the best 
professional bank robbers of the 19th 
century.  Max Shinburn’s exploits were 
surpassed only by Adam Worth, who 
became the prototype for  Sir Arthur 
Canon Doyle’s Professor Moriarity, 
Sherlock Holmes’ infamous adversary. 

The Gardens Passive Solar Home photo pRovided
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Alyson’s Orchard
A Simply Elegant Wedding Show
Alyson’s Orchard will present “A Simply 

Elegant Wedding Show” at the Orchard 
Room of the Event Center on November 
9 from noon until 2:30 pm, featuring 
local vendors, special entertainment, 
complimentary Apple Sangria and a 
grand prize giveaway that you will not 
believe!  One lucky couple that attends 
the show will have the opportunity to 
win a 2016 Sunday Sunset Wedding at 
the Orchard, valued at $3,500, as the 
grand prize.  You must be present to win

Spend a relaxing afternoon in 
Alyson’s reception venue meeting 
exciting photographers, creative florists, 
delightful caterers, and amazing cake-
makers.  The best wedding vendors in the 
Monadnock Region will be represented 
at their Simply Elegant Wedding Show.  
Bring the groom, your bridesmaids, your 
mom, his mom and your best friends.  
You will be amazed at the quality and 
beauty that you will experience at this 
show.

If you are looking for the perfect 
wedding venue, come to Alyson’s Orchard 
on Route 12 in Walpole, New Hampshire.  
For more information and to download 
an entry form, go to the website www.
alysonsorchard.com or contact Alyson’s 
Event Manager, Fran Imhoff, at fran@
alysonsorchard.com or 756-9800.

   – Fran Imhoff

Spooktacula
On October 25, Halloween comes early 

in Walpole when the Walpole Village 
School is transformed into a haunted 
village that will inspire your childhood 
spirit to wake from the dead! 

Spooktacula is about good old-
fashioned fun and supporting Walpole’s 
youth. The Children’s event is from 11am-
3pm so come out and enjoy a great 
fun-filled fall day.  There will be face-
painting, cookie-decorating, storytelling, 
games, costume contest, concessions 
and entertainment throughout the 
day.  There will be wagon rides through 
town, where you can even vote for your 
favorite scarecrow!  And, as always, a fun 
treat bag to bring home. Tickets are $10 
for children over 1 year, and $5.00 for 
adults (which you can use towards your 
entrance fee for Spooktacula at night). 

 Spooktacula at Night is from 8pm-
Midnight.  Leave the kids at home 
because this night will be all about adult 
fun! The evening consists of dressing up 
for a great cause while shakin’ it on the 
dance floor, a chance to win the 50/50 
draw, cash bar, palm readings for those 
who dare and, of course, a costume 
contest for best costume, group costume 
and couples costume. So, come with your 
most creative costumes for a chance to 
win great prizes. Tickets are $15 each or 
$25 per couple. 

In Spooktacula’s 3rd year, it is our 
goal to create a fundraising event that 
is truly about children and families. 
The Walpole Village School has been 
in the community for more than 40 
years, providing a safe and stimulating 
environment for children to learn 
and socialize. It continues to provide 
guidance to allow children to make 
kind, respectful choices in their school 
community. Children are challenged to 
explore the classroom space through a 
variety of age-appropriate, themed 
activities. We encourage our children 
and families to work cooperatively with 
each other, the school, the community, 
and the environment to have a positive 
impact in the world. With your help 
we’d like to see the school continue to 
support the children of Walpole and the 
surrounding towns for another 40 years.

           – Erinn Richardson

The Bellows Falls Opera House

 

Wednesday Evenings:  
7:15 pm

All Tickets $5.00

Thrills & Chills
October 1 

Little Shop of Horrors
October 8 

Creature from the Black Lagoon
October 15 

Rosemary’s Baby
October 22 

Whatever Happened to Baby Jane?
October 29 

An American Werewolf in London

802-463-3964

Even the youngest  
enjoy the  

Spooktacula
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                          – Bill Gates

Technology Recycling Event
When:  

Saturday, October 11, 9am–12noon

Where:  
Fall Mountain Regional High School Parking Lot

All electronics and computers listed below are free,  
with the exception of TVs and Monitors.

CRT will charge for:  
TV’s: $10 each (plastic and wood)  
Computer Monitors: $3.00 each

FREE: 
Computers, Laptops CPU boxes, all computer parts and accessories, 
keyboards, mice, cell phones, speakers, video games and systems,  

camera/video/audio equipment, fax/copy machines, printers,  
wires, plugs, drives, cards, servers.

Household Appliances: 
All white goods including refrigerators, freezers, water heaters,  
stoves, dishwashers, washers and dryers. Household appliances  

including toasters, irons, hair dryers, and microwaves. Metal Items  
(less than 8 ft long). Metal poles, metal desks, barbeque grills  

(no propane tanks), pots
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Letters & Commentary
TheWalpole Clarion

is published monthly for the Walpole 
community. Submissions about community 

events and achievements are encouraged  
for both the calendar and features.

All submissions –  ads, articles 
 and photographs – should be sent to: 

walpoleclarion@gmail.com

October issue deadline: October 23

 Staff:  Jan Kobeski  
   Barbara Kasper 
   Ray Boas 
   Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion  
can be found at our website:

www.thewalpoleclarion.com

Do you have an idea for an interesting 
column or have you ever yearned  

to be a published writer?  
The Clarion welcomes submissions  

to entertain and inform our readers.   
You may have an unusual  

hobby or new business  
(or know of someone who does)  

whose story needs telling.  
Send us your ideas  

or samples of your writing.  
Single submissions  

or regular contributions  
are both welcome;  

we will publish as space permits. 
Submit to: Walpoleclarion@gmail.com   

Writers  
Wanted!

US Army supports  
food pantry efforts.

The 220th Transportation Company 
has signed a Memorandum Of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Fall 
Mountain Food Shelf and the Drop-In 
Center in Bellows Falls, VT.

The unit, under my supervision, has 
been donating and delivering excess 
food and supplies to these places for 
more than 6 months. I was concerned 
that the Army wasted too much excess 
food which could be given to the needy 
rather than thrown away. I was told to 
stop the practice, but found ways to 
continue doing so without disregarding 
Army regulations.

The Department of the Army (DA) 
has now come on-board and has 
acknowledged and authorized the 
practice of donating to local food 
shelves, encouraging the responsible 
redistribution of excess foodstuffs.

Here is a perfect opportunity for 
Hannaford’s, Shaw’s, Market Basket, 
Discount Food Warehouse, Lisai’s, Mr. G’s 
and all others to meet the standard the 
US Army has set: feed those in need.

Dumpsters and tax write-offs for 
wasted food won’t do anyone any good - 
it will merely raise your rubbish disposal 
costs.

   – Paul Mercier
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Successful Fundraiser
Bensonwood Fundraiser  
Benefits Fall Mountain Food Shelf

With winter fast approaching, the 
proceeds from Bensonwood’s annual 
fundraiser could not have come at a 
better time for the Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf. The September 13 fundraiser, 
attended by more than 200 people, 
raised $5,500, a record for the event. That 
amount was matched by an anonymous 
donor, bringing the total to $11,000. In 
addition, an estimated 40 to 50 bags of 
groceries were donated. 

An appreciative Mary Lou Huffling, 
Director of the Fall Mountain Food Shelf, 
accepted the proceeds, noting how badly 
the food and donations are needed, 
especially now with colder weather 
arriving. “So many people are coming to 
use the food shelf and we have to buy 
most of the food ourselves,” said Mary 
Lou, adding, “This money will buy a lot of 
food and help a lot of people.”

According to Kevin Bittenbender, 
Head of Production at Bensonwood, 
“We have had a fall party for many years, 
but it was in 2010 when we turned the 
event into more of a fundraiser for the 
Fall Mountain Food Shelf. We like to 
support local organizations where we 
feel we can really make a difference. The 
Fall Mountain Food Shelf is the perfect fit 
for the kind of organization that we like 
to support.” 

The Fall Mountain Food Shelf spends 
between $2,500 and $3,000 a week on 
food, so the timing of the Bensonwood 
event could not have been better. In the 
fall, their donations are down, just as the 
needs get greater. Among the recurrent 
needs that must be addressed at this time 
of year, the food shelf recently received 
calls from several individuals who have 
been laid off for the season and were 
inquiring about obtaining food.

Many local businesses and individuals 
contributed products and money to 
the fundraiser. $1,100 was raised from 
the event raffle and $3,400 from cash 
donations, all of which was added to 
a $1,000 donation from Bensonwood. 
Without the help of these businesses, 
friends and neighbors, and especially the 
anonymous matching donor, the event 
would not have been such a success. 

The business donors for the fundraising 
event included: Bingham Lumber, C & 
S Grocers, Canmar LLC, Cleary Millwork, 
Diamond Pizza, Duncan Gowdy, Foard 
Panel, Harpoon Brewery, HHOMG Inc, 

Hooper Golf Club, Kapiloff Insurance 
Agency, LaValley’s Building Supply, 
Morrison & Tyson Communications, 
Murray’s Restaurant, Perkins Home Center, 
Pete’s Farm Stand, Raven Workshop, Real 
to Reel, Russell Supply Corp., Shaw’s of 
Walpole, Taylor’s Welding, The Bread 
Shed, The Village Blooms, Tractor Supply 
of Walpole, Vermont Custom Cabinetry, 
Walpole Village Salon and the Walpole 
Village Tavern.

               – Stephen Snyder

photo: patRick ZiselBeRgeR

Fall Mountain Food Shelf director, Mary Lou Huffling and Bensonwood events 
committee members, (L to R) Jeffery Starratt, Kevin Bittenbender, and Erik 
Walker, next to a carload of donated food.

  
 

   
  

 – Juliette Gordon Low
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Police officers and firefighters 
from across New Hampshire 

faced off in a charity baseball 
game on Sept. 27  

at Manchester’s Northeast 
Delta Dental Stadium.  

The annual  
Battle of the Badges  

raises money for CHAD 
– Children’s Hospital  

at Dartmouth.   
Here, Adam Kobeski,  

who played for  
the Walpole Maples  

this past season  
and who represented the 

Lempster Fire Department, 
takes a pitch  

during the game.  
Combined donations  

for this year’s event  
were more than  $70,000. 

Legislator  
Contact Information:

Senator Molly Kelly
107 N. Main St.

Room 120
Concord NH 03301

(603) 271-2166
molly.kelly@leg.state.nh.us

www.mollykelly.com

Representative Paul Berch
956 River Road

Westmoreland, NH  03467-4408
(603)399-4960

pberch@myfairpoint.net

Representative Bill Butynski
PO Box 105

Hinsdale, NH  03451-0105
(603)336-7498

williambutynski@aol.com

Representative Tara Sad
82 North Road

Walpole, NH  03608-4705
(603)756-4861

tara.eric@gmail.com

Representative Lucy Weber
217 Old Keene Road
Walpole NH 03608

 lwmcv@comcast.net

Born:  Nolan James Palmer
September 16, to Doug & Laura Palmer

Wed: Annie Kasper & Emerson Bluhm  
September 6

Engaged:  Hilary Porter & Michael Snide
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The Walpole Firefighters’ Auxiliary Golf Tournament on September 13 was  
a success – for the Auxiliary in general, and for Chris Hurlbert in particular.  

His shot from 105 yards on the second hole found nothing but water…  
and won the FW Webb Splashdown competition. 44 golfers participated on  

a beautiful but chilly day. The Auxiliary wishes to thank everyone  
for coming out. Thank you to our loyal sponsors and the Hooper for hosting us.  

We look forward to seeing everyone again next year.

Hastings House Yoga 
Josephine Russell, Registered Yoga 

Therapist, is teaching yoga at the 
Hastings House on Thursday’s from 
5 - 6:30 pm. This is a Kripalu moderate 
level class. Registration is not required  
in advance – just come a bit early and 
register before the session.

Kripalu yoga is an ancient, multilevel 
style of yoga. We enter the practice 
through the body, connect to our 
breath, and overlay this with heart. 
It is appropriate for young and old, 
strong and weak, flexible and inflexible, 
balanced and unbalanced. If practiced 
regularly, yoga will contribute to one’s 
strength, flexibility and balance. 

The benefits are priceless and endless. 
One can practice yoga for a life time and 
continue to reap the benefits. Also, after 
just one yoga class a person will feel a 
greater sense of calmness and relaxation. 
After a lifetime of practice, one will be a 
better person physically, mentally, and 
spiritually. 

Beginners are welcome. For more 
informaton, call Josephine at 352-1684.

  – Josephine Russell

photos pRovided
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    – Theodore Roosevelt

Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest 
AED in town in the event of a Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street

Benson’s Woodworking 
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road

LaValley’s Building Supply 
40 Meadow Access Lane

Hooper Golf Course 
166 Prospect Hill Road

Congregational Church 
15 Washington Street

Vehicles:
WFD – Rescue 4

WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers 

Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain

Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I

Dennis Croteau, EMT-I

Mail Subscriptions Available
We will be happy to send 

the Clarion by first class mail 
each month to out-of-town 
addresses. New subscriptions: 3 
months for $4.50; 6 months for 
$9; or a full year for $18. (Current 
subscriptions continue at the 
original rate.) A check made 
payable to the Clarion along 
with address information can  
be mailed to PO Box 757,  
Walpole, NH 03608, or stop by  
Costume Ladies at 54 Main St.
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End of Summer?
Labor Day may not be the official end of 

summer, however, for most, it is the end 
of summer vacations and many summer-
time activities. School has begun, as well 
as all the after-school activities. It is no 
wonder hundreds, nay, thousands of 
people head out for one last summer 
fling. And yours truly is no exception. 
With so many activities in one’s backyard, 
there is no need to travel far -- for us, it was 
just to our favorite local campground, 
Ashuelot River Campground. We began 
our weekend early on Thursday; two 
other couples would arrive on Saturday. 
The plan was to meet at the dam on the 
Ashuelot River behind Starbucks and 
canoe/kayak down to the campground. 
On Saturday, the streets of Keene were 
heavy with traffic and we discovered 
there were the “Art in the Park” and music 
festivals going on all around the town. It 
might have been easier on my body had 
I partaken in these activities rather than 
canoeing. Jason and Lee arrived with our 
canoe, followed by Dale and Cheryl with 
their kayak, and the unloading began. 
I grabbed the end of the canoe and we 
headed for the water. I heard Dale say, 
“I will get that in a minute,” to which I 
replied, “I can handle it!” Two steps later I 
missed the stone steps, stepped in a hole 
and promptly sat on my rear with the 
canoe resting on top of me. Nothing was 
hurt but my pride, and the younger men 
soon had the canoe and kayak in the 
water. I was thinking this is not starting 
out well! Our last trip down the river was 
early July, and very soon we realized the 
depth of the river was close to a foot 
shallower than it was then.

Soon we found that our bottoms were 
dragging -- that is, the bottom of the 
canoe and (a few times) the kayak. Our 
luck at fishing was nearly as low as the 
river, except Dale caught several river 
dace and a pickerel. Within the first hour, 
we had to portage around a tree that 
had fallen across the river blocking all 
passage. My legs are not what they were 
many years ago (and, no -- you do not 
need to know how many years ago), so 
getting out of the canoe required some 
assistance. We were shortly back in the 
water, dragging bottom and bouncing 
off rocks. Another hour brought us 

to a second blockage which required 
portage. Again I required assistance 
debarking and nearly got my first bath 
of the day. While Dale and Jason moved 
the canoe around the blockage, I noticed 
(too late to help) one of the kayak’s 
paddles floating into the pile of brush 
and river blockage. While it was being 
retrieved, the good news -- for me at 
least -- was that I caught two trout. Back 
into the river we continued dragging and 
bouncing off rocks. I bet we moved more 
sand than one of the local excavating 
companies.

With time out for portaging and 
fishing the usual three-hour trip took 
us five hours. By the time we docked at 

the campground, my legs were numb. In 
fact, I thought my shoelace was caught 
because I could not lift one leg; then I 
realized it had just lost its strength. With 
the help of three people, I managed to 
get out of the canoe, crawl up the bank 
and finally get back to the camp site. An 
hour later and after some salad, great 
chili (which I had made earlier, hence the 
Great) and, of course, a cold beer, I was 
as good as new. Then all was topped off 
by a super carrot cupcake. Overall, it was 
a great day and a super weekend. We will 
not discuss the four or five leg cramps I 
experienced during the night. They are 
over and I am already planning where to 
go next - next year.

  
  

  
  
  

  

   – John Adams
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The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole   Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Murray’s Restaurant, Walpole Wash ‘N Dry,  

Real to Reel, Costume Ladies, Kasper Law Offices, Walpole Town Hall, Walpole Library & Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls. 

An uncertain leaf season creeps in…


