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An Internship in 
South Africa

This coming summer, Walpole resident 
Levi Frye will be going to South Africa with 
Nyati Conservation Corps to receive his 
certification as a professional hunter.  A 
few years ago, his brother, Welcome, was in 
Ecuador and sent columns to the Clarion:
now it’s Levi’s turn.

As a student athlete for the University 
of Maine, time management is a key 
component to my success on and off 
the track.  After a 14 mile-long run one 
Sunday, I found myself in the library, in 
my own cubicle, with my face buried in 
my computer and notebooks.  

After finishing one area of study for an 
upcoming exam, I decided that in order 
to preserve my sanity, I should take a 
break from studying.  Thinking about 
summer, which is theoretically quite 

May Your Holidays be Joyous

Contributors,
we’re doing it

again.
Because of the  

Christmas & New Year’s 

Holidays, 

our Submission deadline  

for the January Clarion 

must be even earlier  

than last month:

December 18

End of an Era: 
Murray’s Closes

The Walpole family restaurant with the 
shamrock on its wooden sign will serve 
its last lunch at the end of December. 
Originally dubbed The Gathering Place 
when it first opened its doors in 1980, 
Murray’s became Murray’s two years 
later and has been a Walpole fixture ever 
since.

But that will all change by the end of 
the month – when the lights go out on 
the 30th.

Richard Murray opened the original 
restaurant, renting the space initially, 
then buying the building in 1985. Very 
little has changed since the 80s. The 
menu began with good, home-cooked 
food served for breakfast and lunch, and 
that commitment to fresh, simple meals 
remains. Service hours are still 6am to 3pm, 
though the restaurant’s original seven-
days-a-week schedule has gone. Prices 
have not changed in seven years.

From  
   all of us  

  at the Clarion.



Murray’s has always been a family affair:
Richard employed his three daughters, 
Cathleen, Carolyn and Christen, and his 
son, Tom (and several generations of the 
Sheppard family). After Tom graduated 
from UNH, he returned to Walpole and 
joined the staff permanently, eventually 
taking over from his father. Another 
constant has been a commitment to 
fresh, locally-grown ingredients as much 
as possible.

The closing has nothing to do with the 
economy or competition. Murray said he 
is healthy and the business is doing well, 
but it’s time for a change.

The restaurant has left its mark on 
the community – and not just on our 
waistlines. As just one example, the 
patrons who enjoyed helpings of 
Tom’s strawberry shortcake on this 
past Old Home Day Friday evening 
might have been pleased to know they 
were benefiting the Walpole Players in 
addition to satisfying their sweet tooth 
(teeth?). Murray donated more than 
$900 from shortcake sales to the Players.

Though the restaurant is closing, 
Murray said he will continue to use the 
kitchen to make breakfast sandwiches, 
deli items, grinders and salads for 
distribution at Jake’s Market in Walpole 
and James Petro in Bellows Falls.

In addition, Joan Balla, a longtime 
employee who has overseen Murray’s in 
Tom’s absence, and who has baked the 
homemade pies served at the Scoop 
Shop, will be opening her own business, 
Joanie Joan’s Baked Goods Company. 
Balla will also use the restaurant to make 
specialty desserts and doughnuts. More 
on Joanie Joan’s in an upcoming Clarion.

   – Jan Kobeski
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Free Marketplace 
Open Enrollment Events
The 2015 Marketplace Open Enrollment 

begins November 15. The last day to 
enroll is February 15, and Monadnock 
ServiceLink Aging and Disability 
Resource Center, in collaboration with 
community partners, is here to guide 
you through the process.  Monadnock 
ServiceLink ADRC will hold a series of 
health insurance and enrollment events 
at Walpole Library.  

The dates are as follows:
Wednesday, December 3:  4pm to 7pm

Wednesday, December 17: 4pm to 7pm

Wednesday, January 7: 4pm to 7pm

Wednesday, January 21: 4pm to 7pm

Wednesday, February 3: 4pm to 7pm

Certified Marketplace Assisters will 
be available at each event.  Assisters are 
trained to answer questions and assist in 
the enrollment process.  Assisters provide 
free, unbiased, confidential guidance 
through the healthcare.gov website.  

Information needed to enroll is as 
follows:

Birthdates and social security numbers 
for everyone in the household (or 
documents for legal immigrants

Employer information (W-2 form, 
paystub, or tax statement) for everyone 
in the household

Total household income including 
those not applying for insurance

Existing insurance policy numbers
 Consumers must enroll before 

December 15th to be effectively covered 
before January 1st 2015.  Enrollment 
can be done by the consumer at www.
healthcare.gov.  If assistance is needed, 
please contact ServiceLink ADRC at 1-
866-634-9412, Planned Parenthood 
of Northern New England at 1-866-
476-1321, or Cheshire Medical Center/
Dartmouth Hitchcock Keene at 1-603-
354-5454 ext. 2137.  – Jennifer Seher

Borrow trouble  
for yourself,  

if that’s your nature,  
but don’t lend it  

to your neighbours.
                          – Rudyard Kipling

Continued from Page 1:Murray’s
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I have a  
punishing  
workout  
regimen.  
Every day  
I do 3 minutes  
on a treadmill,  
then I lie down,  
drink a glass  
of vodka  
and smoke  
a cigarette.

                – Anthony Hopkins

Saving Hooper Update
As we near the end of 2014:
• The Hooper Preservation Fund 

committee chaired by Peggy Pschirrer 
has raised over $510,000 towards the 
purchase of the Conservation Easement 
on the Hooper Property.

• The Hooper Trustees (Chas Street, 
Whit Aldrich and Steve Dalessio) have 
met several times with Anne McBride of 
the Monadnock Conservancy to work on 
the details of the conservation easement 
and the purchase and sale agreement.

• The Hooper Trustees have also met 
with a potential buyer of the property 
to discuss their plans for the ongoing 
operation of the golf course.

After hearing their ideas the Hooper 
Trustees agreed to begin drafting a 
purchase and sale agreement.

                – Steve Dalessio
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Coming in 
January from the 
Historical Society 
Speaker series.
Below, Glenn 
Knoblock speaks 
to his Walpole 
audience about 
New Hampshire 
Cemeteries and 
Gravestones – the 
series’ November 
offering.

far away but actually coming up very 
soon (any college student knows what I 
mean), I decided it was never too early to 
check for summer internships in my field 
of wildlife ecology.  I searched the Texas 
A&M University job board where I have 
had good luck before, and came across 
a post for professional hunters in South 
Africa through Nyati Conservation Corps 
based in Irving, Texas.  A professional 
hunter is the African equivalent of what 
we would refer to in North America as a 
guide.  They are extremely well trained 
and knowledgeable hunters whose main 
purpose is to accompany those wishing 
to go on safari and prevent them from 
getting hurt or killed.  To become one 
requires passing a very strenuous course, 
undergoing much training, and having 
very, very cool nerves.  It may not be the 
most dangerous job in the world, but it is 
certainly not the safest.  

For a hunter and student majoring 
in wildlife ecology, such a post is too 
good to be true.  Figuring I probably 
wouldn’t qualify for the internship or 
that it wouldn’t work with my schedule, I 
clicked on it anyway.  A three-sport varsity 
athlete, I am racing for UMaine’s Division 
One program all year and can’t take time 
off without having to red-shirt a season. 
However, reading the description, I 
learned that not only did I qualify, but my 
schedule would also work with it.  At this 
point, my friend and teammate, who was 
working in the cubicle next to me, asked 
why I was shaking so hard!  

I applied that very day for one of ten 
positions available for the 10 day-long 
course which was to be followed by an 
internship of at least a month with a 
certified PH (professional hunter).  After 
this, I would become certified to work 
with other professional hunters on 
African plains game.  A few weeks later, 
I was interviewed by Yolanda Fish of 

Nyati Conservation Corp.  The next week 
I received word that I had been accepted 
and will leave May 31.  

Along with hunting, this program 
involves a large amount of conservation. 
Game management is a key part of what 
I will be doing. I will be working with 
different populations of wildlife -- darting 
and tagging them, as well as counting 
herds and taking surveys on foot.  I 
will also be learning ethics, taxidermy, 
tracking, firearms and bow handling, 
safety, lodging and hosting.  I will be 
taught to identify all game species and 
how to judge them for size and health.  
By the end of this course, I will be taking 
everything I have learned and applying 
it in a 4-week internship with a PH on a 
ranch.  

Paying for this internship is not easy, 
as travel overseas is in itself extremely 
expensive.  However, a program I have 
been a part of since I was at Walpole 
Primary School, the Hooper Institute, 
once again came to my aid as it has done 
so many times in past years to help me 
pay for college.  After hearing about my 
goals with this program, the George 
L. Hooper scholarship committee very 
generously provided financial assistance 
for my trip to South Africa.   

I would not be where I am today if it 
were not for the Hooper Institute.  Its 
programs have fostered my passion 

for the outdoors and supported my 
endeavors in it for many years. Hooper 
has been a part of my life since I was in 
the wood shop making birdhouses at 10 
years old, and going on bike trips with 
Fritze and Eloise.

If anyone wishes to contact Nyati 
Conservation Corps for any one of its 
many programs, go to http://nyaticc.
org/

Today, at 20 years old, I am still guided 
and supported by Hooper, a gift for which 
my family and I are extremely grateful.  

   – Levi Frye

Continued from Page 1:African Internship

photo: Ray Boas

Levi Frye
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Maynard May Not!
Local author Allison Barrows has 

published a new children’s book just in 
time for Christmas.

A regular contributor to The Clarion 
since its inception, Ms. Barrows has 
created a charming picture book for 
children just learning to read. The book 
was written and illustrated by Barrows, 
author and illustrator of numerous 
books and graphic novels, and the 
syndicated creator of the comic strip, 
PreTeena, which appears each month in 
The Clarion. 

Maynard May Not is a fun little look 
at one morning in the life of Maynard, a 
typical toddler with a mind of his own, 
who may or may not do as his mother 
asks. Will Maynard eat his breakfast? 
Maynard may . . . and Maynard May not! 
Will Maynard clean his room? Maynard 
may . . . and Maynard may not! The reader 
will have to turn the flap to find out what 
Maynard does.

Ms. Barrows wrote the book in 1996 
for her son, Guyon, who was then three 
years old, and constructed a dummy with 
just rough pencil drawings so she could 
submit the concept to various publishers. 
But before she could complete sample 
illustrations, her first book, The Artist’s 
Model, was accepted for publication, 
and Maynard was shelved. Still, she went 
on to teach Guy to read using just the 
black and white dummy, which excited 
him and held his attention despite being 
unfinished. He was reading well above his 
level by the time he was in Kindergarten, 
thanks to a little dummy book on copy 
paper held together by a rubber band.

“Everyone, from publishing pros to 
parents and would-be parents, loved 
the dummy. It really was only a matter 

of finding the time to do the finished 
illustrations and pull the whole thing 
together,” Allison said of her decision 
to complete the project. “A number 
of decisions went into designing the 
book. First was the use of the flaps to 
help move the action. When I was a kid 
I loved books that had pop ups, pull 
tabs, or special flaps you could turn or 
lift -- beyond reading, it allowed you to 
‘play’. The second was the size. I wanted 
it to fit comfortably in little hands, under 
pillows, in backpacks. I wanted it to 
feel scaled to the reader. And third was 
handling the illustrations. I’ve worked 
in a number of styles, from the black 
and white inkiness of the (ostensibly) 
dashed-off daily strip cartoon to the 
semi-realism of the graphic novel. For 
Maynard, I wanted the drawings to feel 
soft, like a flannel ‘blankie’. For that I used 
a very ‘toothy’ paper, watercolor washes, 
maker, and colored pencil. Although they 
seem simple, the process of combining 

all those mediums into each little picture 
was actually quite arduous. But I got 
the look I wanted, so the decision was a 
good one.”

Ms. Barrows notes with gratification 
that there has been enough interest that 
a follow-up is already in the works and 
will be published in 2015, with a third 
book planned for 2016.

For a look at the book and to obtain 
information on ordering, readers may 
visit the website: www.maynardmaynot.
com.

               – Barbara Kasper



A Christmas Carol
Seventh Annual Production by The 

Walpole Players
The tradition will continue when 

the curtain again rises for the Walpole 
Players’ seventh annual production of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol on 
December 10, 11, 12 and 13 at the Helen 
Miller Theater in the Town Hall. Adding 
to the  $20,000 in cash donations raised 
in the past 6 years to help feed those less 
fortunate, 100% of cash donations at the 
door will again benefit Our Place Drop-
In Center and The Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf.

However, the curtain almost did not 
rise this year.  Co-directors, Tara Sad 
and Ray Boas, were shocked when the 
usual throngs did not appear at the two 
evenings of auditions in early November. 
“We were lacking actors for ten speaking 
roles, and about to scrap this year’s 
production which has become an area 
tradition,” Tara recounted, “when I said to 

Ray, ‘let’s send out an additional casting 
call.’ ”  So, Ray drafted a plea which was 
emailed to the Players’ list and posted 
on-line.  The response was gratifying. 
Greg Villone, who was busy in a current 
Springfield (VT) Community Players’ 
production, typified the response: “I was 
planning on taking a little break after 

this one but seeing how ACC is in danger 
of being cancelled, I will gladly play Fred 
again.”  And so, fortunately for Our Place 
and the FMFS, the show will go on.

Tickets to the 7 pm production are 
required because of limited space, and 
will hold your seat until 6:45.  “No one has 
ever been turned away at the door,” Ray 
happily relates,  “but I have had to put 
up additional chairs to accommodate 
additional guests.”  The free tickets are 
available in Walpole at Real to Reel; 
Galloway Real Estate; Costume Ladies; 
Murray’s and Jake’s; and, in Bellows 
Falls at Village Square Booksellers. 
For more information, please call Ray 
Boas 756-4545 or Tara Sad 756-4861. 
Full details are on The Walpole Players’ 
website www.thewalpoleplayers.org. A  
Christmas Carol has been read and 
performed since 1843 – and since 2008 
in Walpole.  Please mark your calendars 
to attend and be included in Walpole’s 
tradition.  – Ray Boas7
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am  
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Telos Whitfield  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 pm

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet for a 

potluck lunch at the Congregational 
Church on the Walpole Common at noon 
on Monday, December 8 for our annual 
Christmas dinner. Everyone is asked to 
bring a contribution for the Fall Mountain 
Food Shelf, and a dish to share. All 
Drewsville, North Walpole and Walpole 
Seniors are welcome.  Come for fun and 
good socialization. Sign-up sheets for 
the December events will be available. 
Please contact Jeanne A Jeffries at 756-
2933 for more information.

             – Jeanne A Jeffries

All Saints
Religious Education Program
Our Religious Education Program for 

Grades K-10 began the first Sunday of 
October. Generations of Faith is held 
the first Sunday of each month for all 
our students, parents and any adults 
from our parish who are interested in 
learning more about their Catholic Faith. 
For students in grades 1-10 a second 
session is held the second Sunday of 
each month, and just the Confirmation 
Class meets with Father Steve on the last 
Sunday.  

All Saints Youth Christmas Bazaar
Come one – Come all!  The All Saints 

Youth of our parish will be having a 
Christmas Bazaar on Saturday, December 
6, from 9am-1pm in St. Peter’s Church Hall 
in North Walpole.  There will be vendors 
with crafts and a white elephant table - 
lunch will also be served.     

The Holy Season of Advent
Advent has a two-fold character: as a 

season to prepare for Christmas when 
Christ’s first coming to us is remembered, 
and as a season when that remembrance 
directs our minds and hearts to await 
Christ’s second coming at the end of 
time. Advent thus is a period of devout 
and joyful expectation. A season of 
Hope! 

The first Sunday of Advent begins 
Sunday, November 30, and the season 
technically ends on Wednesday, 
December 24, at the 4 pm Mass.

The Christmas and New Year Mass 
Schedule is as follows:

Christmas Eve 
    Wednesday, December 24 

4:00pm Mass - St. Peter’s Church,  
     North Walpole

6:30pm Mass - St. Peter’s Church,  
     North Walpole

Midnight Mass - St. Catherine of Siena  
    Church, Charlestown

Christmas Day 
    Thursday, December 25

9:00am Mass - St. Catherine of Siena  
    Church, Charlestown

New Year’s Eve
4:00pm - St. Peter’s Church,  

     North Walpole
New Year’s Day
9:00am - St. Catherine of Siena  

    Church, Charlestown
A Holy and Blessed Advent Season, 

Christmas and New Year to everyone. For 
more information about our parish you 
may log onto www.allsaintsnh.net

Town Clerk’s  
Office Hours

Monday:           7 am – 4 pm

Tuesday:          7 am – 7 pm

Wednesday:    7 – 8 am 
   then closed to public
Thursday:        7 am – 4 pm
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...Walpole was required by   
the New Hampshire State Constitution, 
adopted in 1792, to form a militia unit?  
The state constitution incorporated 
the National Militia Act, passed May 
8, 1792, which authorized states to 
enroll and organize “all free white 
men between the ages of 18 and 45 
into militia units.” Beginning in 1792, 
Walpole’s men were organized as the 
20th Regiment in the Fifth Brigade of 
the state’s Third Division. The regiment 
continued until the state’s militia 
requirement was abolished about 1851.

According to George Aldrich (1880), 
Walpole had a uniformed artillery 
company as well as a cavalry company. 
“The uniforms of the artillery were a 
blue coat and pantaloons trimmed with 
red, and upon the head a bell-shaped 
cap with a black plume tipped with red. 
The uniforms of the cavalry company 
were red coats trimmed with black, buff 
breeches with high-legged boots and a 
hard, bell-shaped leather cap, bearing a 
red plume tipped with white.”

Spring musters of the local regiment, 
required by law, were held (most likely 
on the Common)  for the inspection of 
uniforms and equipment. “The men 
were obliged to furnish a gun, knapsack, 
a cartridge box which would contain 
twenty-four rounds of ammunition, and 
a canteen, at their own expense.” The 
history of Walpole’s militia is sketchy. The 
Walpole section in the 1886 History of 
Cheshire County recounts that, “In the 
fall of 1843, at the time of the annual 
regimental muster, a company of soldiers 
called the ‘saucy six’ was stationed on 
the Common, which had been planted 
with shade-trees but a short time before 
with much care. Certain persons living 
out of the village ever appeared to feel 
jealous of the village people or any 
improvements they might make within 
its limits. Accordingly, the miscreants 
took this occasion, headed by their 

It was the non-military attractions that 
drew the most excitement. “There were 
the liquor sellers, the gambling tables, 
the vendors, the innumerable and 
unnameable side shows, the stripped 
pig, the stuffed crocodile, and other 
attractions never to be forgotten … 
puppet shows, and every sort of scheme 
to obtain the money of the people.”

The idea of the militia was popular 
during the War of 1812, but began to 
lose favor during the War with Mexico in 
1846. However, it was the raucousness 
of muster day that hastened its decline. 
One of the last writings about New 
Hampshire’s militia events was in The 
Granite Monthly in December of 1908. 
“As the years passed the militia became 
unpopular and the trainings were a 
burlesque. About 1850, when peace 
societies were formed, when ministers 
preached against musters, and when 
statesmen delivered orations against the 
horrors and barbarisms of musters, the 
New Hampshire legislature abolished the 
militia system and the old-time muster 
passed into the category of historic 
events long since passed away.”

captain, to uproot and destroy every tree 
growing there. It was found that no legal 
measures could reach these vandals, and 
the villagers showed their indignation by 
hanging the captain in effigy.” During the 
next session of the State’s Legislature a 
strict law was passed protecting shade-
trees on public grounds.

Each September large regional musters 
were held after crops were harvested. 
These events incorporated a number of  
regiments and brigades within a division,  
and became great social gatherings for  
families and spectators. Often the day 
    unofficially began at 
    2am when a cannon 
    or rifles were fired 
     under the window of 
   the officers, often 
     shattering the glass. 
    By 7am troops were 
    assembled and the 
   military inspection, 
      marching and review 
      commenced.
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Holiday Fête The Congregational Church, St. John’s Episcopal, The Orchard School and 
the Walpole Farmers Market scooped Black Friday with a Holiday Fête the 
weekend before Thanksgiving. Both churches, Town Hall and the Common 
saw a steady stream of shoppers looking for holiday greens, delectables and, 
perhaps, that perfect gift.

Crafts were on display in Town Hall  
on Friday evening. 
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Home made cookies, fragrant wreaths and  
Raggedy Ann & Andy were a few of the items on display 
at the several sites around the Common.



P.12 Cal.



P.13 Cal.
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Grant Awarded
Friends of the Walpole Town Library 

Receive Grant
The Friends of the Walpole Town 

Library are very pleased to announce 
the receipt of a New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation grant for $1,000.  
This generous support of the Walpole 
Town Library is provided by the Ira S. 
and Gertrude S. Hubbard Memorial 
Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable 
Foundation.

Established in 1962, the New Hampshire 
Charitable Foundation is driven by a 
vision for a stronger, more just, and 
resilient Granite State.  In pursuit of this 
vision, the Foundation invests charitable 
assets for today and tomorrow, connects 
donors to effective organizations, ideas 
and people, and leads and collaborates 
on important public issues.  

Annually, the Foundation awards nearly 
5,000 grants and scholarships totaling 
$30 million.  Based in Concord, the 
Foundation roots itself in communities 
across the state through its staff, board 
of directors, and eight regional advisory 
boards.  

For more information, please visit 
www.nhcf.org or call 603-225-6641.

Common Sense
Media Guide for Parents
 In today’s world, it is very easy for 

children to have access to many types 
of media. It is not always easy, however, 
for parents to know if the media their 
children are using is age-appropriate or 
if the content aligns with your family’s 
values.

If this is true in your household, then 
commonsensemedia.org is just what 
you need. According to its mission 
statement, “Common Sense Media 
is dedicated to improving the lives 
of kids and families by providing the 
trustworthy information, education, and 
independent voice they need to thrive 
in a world of media and technology. 
We exist because our nation’s children 
spend more time with media and digital 
activities than they do with their families 
or in school, which profoundly impacts 
their social, emotional, and physical 
development. As a non-partisan, not-
for-profit organization, we provide 
trustworthy information and tools, as 
well as an independent forum, so that 
families can have a choice and a voice 
about the media they consume.”

To help make these choices, listings 
include books, TV shows, movies, 
video games, websites, and apps. Each 
product is given three ratings from the 
organization, parents, and kids. Each 
review explains what age the title is 
most appropriate for and why. Detailed 
ratings are provided for several areas 
such as educational value, positive 
messages, positive role models, violence 

and scariness, sexy stuff, bad language, 
consumerism, and drinking, drugs, and 
smoking. At the end of each review are 
discussion questions, which can be used 
to further explore topics as a family. The 
next time you have questions about what 
your children are reading or watching, 
check out this great resource.

          – Reprinted from Walpole School  
              November newsletter 

I’m not a paranoid deranged millionaire.
      – Howard Hughes

2014  
has been  
an eventful  
journey.   
See page 20  
for other  
memorable  
Walpole  
moments.
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The Bellows Falls Opera House

 

Wednesday Evenings:  
7:15 pm

All Tickets $5.00

It’s Christmas Time
December 3 
Home Alone

December 10 
Christmas in Connecticut

December 17 
White Christmas

December 24 
No Movie - Christmas Eve

December 31 
Chinatown

802-463-3964

I used to be a heavy gambler, 
but now  

I just make mental bets.  
That’s how I lost my mind.

      – Steve Allen

Chickens on the Loose
Fundraiser Results
Volunteers spent many hours preparing 

and the Walpole community showed its 
appreciation for this event in so many 
ways: through their participation in the 
5K race, attending the barbeque, and 
selling and purchasing raffle tickets. We 
raised $15,000 for this fundraising event! 
Money raised will be used to help with 
school programming, field trips, class 
projects, and so much more.

         – Reprinted from Walpole School  
              November newsletter
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History Tour
Junior Historians Visit Our Town 

and Academy Museum
On November 13, the Walpole School 

third through fifth graders stepped back 
in time to tour our historic town and 
Academy Museum. Third graders were 
treated to a slide show and lesson from 
the NH State Historical Society presenters. 
Students were given the chance to view 
and touch artifacts from the traveling 
classroom. The third graders toured the 
town and were shown the homes on the 
Common. 

Our fourth graders used the WHS 
walking tour maps to identify local 
points of interest.  Fifth graders have 
been learning about architecture, and 
were able to use their skills to identify our 
beautiful variety of homes. Additionally, 
each class had the chance to tour The 
Academy Museum. 

Some of the favorite highlights of the 
trip were Colonel Bellows’ very large 
stocking, the old telephone switchboard, 
Civil War Memorabilia, and the old 
restroom stalls which are still in the 
basement! 

Ann Rogers, a former student of the 
old Walpole High School and beloved 
retired Walpole School teacher, treated 
the children to a brief lecture of what it 
was like to attend school “in the good 
old days!” Ann’s colorful stories and 
memories were a highlight of the day. 
The children were full of questions for 
her. The students and staff hope to 
return to visit the Museum again soon. 
What a great opportunity to learn about 
our local history!  – Jackie Ronning

photo: Ray Boas

photos: sally mcGaffiGan

Honest, it’s Abe!

Christie Winmill, President of the Historical Society,  
explains an exhibit.

Ann Rogers tells third graders what is was like  
when she was a student at the Academy.
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My immediate neighbors, Jackie 
Kensen, Maryellen Cannon, Ellen Kok, 
and I are working together to create a 
“Bee and Butterfly Oasis” on Cheshire 
Turnpike here in Drewsville.

Our intention is to provide a simple 
model that anyone can follow, as a way 
to encourage these critically important 
species. This Summer we noticed an 
increasing population decline in both 
Bees and Butterflies, and agreed to start 
by planting nectar and pollen-producing 
Spring bulbs, to which we will add a 
variety of flowering plants over time.

We readied our pocket gardens by 
covering the grass with commercial 
cardboard, then laid down our planting 
medium of composted manure. Several 
weeks later we were ready to plant our 
bulbs purchased from the Cheshire 
County Conservation District. Next, a 
protective hay mulch, and finally the 
long wait for our bulbs to flower and 
bring Bees and Butterflies to our gardens 
in the Spring of 2015. – Fritze Till

Letters & Commentary

photos: EllEn KoK

Thank You from The Friends of the 
Walpole Town Library

The Friends of the Walpole Town 
Library’s recent Book and Tag Sale was a 
great success.  The sale generated more 
than $5,100 to support the Walpole Town 
Library!  

We would like to thank the many 
people who donated books, and those 
who helped to sort thousands of books.  
We also are very grateful to Alan Johnson 
who donated space in one of the RN 
Johnson buildings so we could store and 
sort the donated books.  And, of course, 
we want to thank anyone who attended 
the sale, and purchased books.  In short, 
we would like to express our gratitude to 
anyone who contributed in any way to 
the success of this important fundraisers.  
We greatly appreciate your support!

Above:  
Maryellen Cannon (at left) 
and Fritze Till in one of  
the pocket gardens.

Jackie Kensen  
unloads some soil. 
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TheWalpole Clarion
is published monthly for the Walpole 

community. Submissions about community 
events and achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features.

All submissions –  ads, articles 
 and photographs – should be sent to: 

walpoleclarion@gmail.com

January issue deadline: December 18

 Staff:  Jan Kobeski  
   Barbara Kasper 
   Ray Boas 
   Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion  
can be found at our website:

www.thewalpoleclarion.com

This was one memorable moment from the past year… see page 20 for more. 

Mail Subscriptions Available
We will be happy to send 

the Clarion by first class mail 
each month to out-of-town 
addresses. New subscriptions: 3 
months for $4.50; 6 months for 
$9; or a full year for $19. (Current 
subscriptions continue at the 
original rate.) A check made 
payable to the Clarion along 
with address information can  
be mailed to PO Box 757,  
Walpole, NH 03608, or stop by  
Costume Ladies at 73 Main St.
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Wed: Harrison Allen to Brittany Hale 
November 17, Boca Raton, Florida

Joseph F. Bushway  
will celebrate his 99th birthday on December 5, 2014.   

He was the Walpole recipient  
of the Boston Post Cane in 2012.  

DIETS  
ARE FOR THOSE 

WHO ARE 

THICK  
AND TIRED  

OF IT.
     – Mary Tyler Moore

WRAP
Focus on No. 5
In a recent article, we looked at the 

complexity of recycling plastics at the 
Walpole Recycling Center.  In an even 
earlier article, we looked at the history 
and nature of plastics as we know them 
today, including the US Environmental 
Protection Agency’s system of 
enumerating them.  Currently there are 
seven plastic categories manufactured 
in the United States, each numbered 
1 through 7 according to its chemical 
composition.   A plastic’s chemistry 
identifies it, its enumeration and its 
ability to be recycled into secondary 
products.  Not all plastics are recyclable! 

Here is the EPA listing by number and 
chemical identification:

Number 1, Polyethylene terephthalate 
(PETE), is the easiest and most common 
plastic to recycle.  Through local 
recycling, PETE can become fiberfill for 
winter coats, sleeping bags, life jackets 
and a host of other home products, such 
as sails for boats, furniture and other 
bottles and containers.

Number 2 is reserved for high-
density polyethylene plastics of heavier 
containers such as detergent, milk, 
shampoo and motor oil.  No. 2 is often 
recycled into toys, piping, plastic lumber 
and rope.

Number 3 identifies polyvinyl chloride, 
commonly used in plastic pipes, 
shower curtains, medical tubing, vinyl 
dashboards and even some baby bottle 
nipples. 

Number 4, Polyethylene, is used in 
wrapping films, grocery and sandwich 
bags and other containers.

Number 5, Polypropylene, is used 
in containers such as Tupperware and 
others.

Number 6, Polystyrene (Styrofoam), 
is used in items such as coffee cups, 
disposable cutlery, meat trays, packing 
“peanuts” and insulation.  As we all are 
probably aware, Styrofoam lasts forever 
and there are limited recycling markets 
for it.

Number 7 is the last number used, and 
usually refers to “all the others” -- various 
combinations of the aforementioned 
plastics or from unique formulations not 
commonly used.  Given their varying and 
unknown chemical compositions, No. 7 
plastics are not recyclable.

For all practical purposes, Walpole 
Recycling currently is able to “market” or 
recycle only plastics numbered 1 and 2.   
Plastics 3 to 7 have little or no markets 
for recycling.

The plastic product of most concern at 
the moment is No. 5, as it is widely used 
in container products, but not readily 
recycled; i.e., there are limited uses for 
recycling that chemistry.  Unfortunately, 
No. 5 products appear to have the 
physical characteristics of Numbers 1 
and 2 -- especially, for example, iced tea 
containers, which look like milk jugs. The 
situation with No. 5 items  is they are 
being thrown into recycling receptacles, 
thus clogging the system.   Volunteers 

must re-sort those items and dispose 
of them in a trash plastics bin.  Last 
year, the Center was left to dispose of 
approximately 1,500 pounds of trash 
plastics.  Community members can assist 
with this problem by trashing No. 5s at 
home in a Walpole (yellow) trash bag.

Plastic products are usually imprinted 
with the number of their chemistry on 
the bottom of the product.  If we can 
become aware of what we are recycling 
among plastic products, this No. 5 
problem should disappear.  Walpole 
Recycling is continually pursuing new 
markets for plastic recyclables.   With the 
community’s assistance, we can continue 
to enhance our system.  Thank you.

   – Donna Drouin
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2014: Walpole in Pictures
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The Windham Ballroom
December Calendar
Popolo opens its December festivities 

with live performances by international 
touring musicians Winterpills, Peter 
Mulvey, and The Jack Grace band, with 
support from The Once Hollow and The 
Weisstronauts.

On Thursday, December 4, Winterpills 
bring their new album Echolalia back 
to the Windham stage with an acoustic 
performance by Flora Reed and Philip 
Price. Jonathan Lethem, writing in 
Rolling Stone magazine asked a pregnant 
question, “I don’t know why Winterpills 
aren’t one of the most cherished pop 
bands in the world.” In Bellows Falls, they 
already are.  Doors are at 8pm and the 
show starts promptly at 8:30pm.

Peter Mulvey has also played in the 
Windham before and his performance 
feels like a homecoming. Praise for 
Mulvey’s work comes from around the 
world with the Irish Times perhaps 
summing it up best: “Peter Mulvey 
is consistently the most original and 
dynamic of the US singer-songwriters 
...a phenomenal performer with huge 
energy, a quick fire, a quirky take on life, 
and an extraordinary guitar style. A joy 
to see.”  

The evening opens with area favorites: 
The Once Hollow, featuring the brassy 
vocal stylings of Walpole’s redheaded 
powerhouse, Rebecca Holtz.  The Once 
Hollow’s last headline show at the 
Windham Ballroom sold every last ticket 
as people clamored to hear the acoustic 
ensemble’s combination of jazz, folk, and, 
yes, a hint of show tunes. Doors open at 
7:30pm and the show starts at 8:00.  Plan 
ahead or be disappointed.

Long a sensation in New York City, 
his customary haunt,  Jack Grace and 
his band call their music “experimental 
country alt rock.”  The New York Times 
likened Mr. Grace’s songs to “Cole Porter 
meets Gene Autry,” and Time Out New 
York heralded him as “one of the city’s 

most skilled and personable stars.”  The 
band makes its Bellows Falls debut on 
Thursday, December 11, in a co-bill 
with Boston’s Weisstronauts. Led by 
Vermont-based producer Pete Weiss, the 
Weisstronauts launch a skin-tight surf 
rock assault that has audiences on their 
feet early in the set.   Doors are at 8pm and 
the show starts at 8:30.

The restaurant serves dinner from 5pm 
and recommends early reservations for a 
leisurely meal before show time.  Tickets 
and menus are available in the restaurant 
and online at popolomeanspeople.com.  
Reservations? 802-460-7676. Questions? 
Email info@popolomeanspeople.com

KUDOS
The Walpole Elementary fall athletic 

program has come to an end and winter 
sports are just around the corner. The 
volleyball team, coached by Mr. LeBail, 
was undefeated, with a perfect 12-
0 record. The team won the League 
Championship on October 18, defeating 
a very talented Sunapee team. Mr. LeBail 
would like to thank the eighth graders 
for three wonderful years of volleyball 
and wish them luck next year on the Fall 
Mountain team. 

Soccer teams had successful seasons 
and participated in the Fall Mountain 
invitational soccer tournament. Walpole 
Elementary cross-country runners 
competed in several meets and the state 
meet at the end of the season.

             – Article & photo from Walpole School  
  November newsletter 

Legislator  
Contact Information:

Senator Molly Kelly
107 N. Main St.

Room 120
Concord NH 03301

(603) 271-2166
molly.kelly@leg.state.nh.us

www.mollykelly.com

Representative Paul Berch
956 River Road

Westmoreland, NH  03467-4408
(603)399-4960

pberch@myfairpoint.net

Representative Mike Abbott
Tower Hill Road

Hinsdale, NH  03451
(603)336-7090

amsabb@hotmail.com

Representative Tara Sad
82 North Road

Walpole, NH  03608-4705
(603)756-4861

tara.eric@gmail.com

Representative Lucy Weber
217 Old Keene Road
Walpole NH 03608

 lwmcv@comcast.net

The  
history  

of  
liberty  

is a  
history  

of  
resistance.
           – Woodrow Wilson
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Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest 
AED in town in the event of a Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street

Benson’s Woodworking 
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road

LaValley’s Building Supply 
40 Meadow Access Lane

Hooper Golf Course 
166 Prospect Hill Road

Congregational Church 
15 Washington Street

Vehicles:
WFD – Rescue 4

WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers 

Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain

Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I

Dennis Croteau, EMT-I

YogaWeekend 2015
Benefit Hospice at HCS
Save the Date!  All residents of Walpole 

and surrounding towns are invited to 
attend YogaWeekend, set for Saturday, 
January 24, and Sunday, January 25.  
YogaWeekend is an opportunity for 
those new to yoga, as well as the more 
experienced student, to try a variety of 
yoga styles first-hand with classes led by 
several local instructors.   Doors will open 
at 8am each day.  Classes will begin at 9am 
and the last class will start at 3 pm.  

Massage and Reiki will be available 
throughout each day.  Continental 
breakfast and a light lunch are provided.  
There will be a raffle for a stay at the 
famed Kripalu in Stockbridge, MA, and a 
silent auction with many items donated 
from area businesses and individuals.

All classes, massage, Reiki, and 
breakfast and lunch are by donation, 
with proceeds benefiting Hospice 
at HCS, the local non-profit hospice 
providing end-of-life care to people at 
home, in assisted-living facilities and in 
long-term care facilities in southwestern 
New Hampshire.  HCS is a Monadnock 
United Way agency with offices in Keene, 
Peterborough and Charlestown.  

YogaWeekend 2015 will be held at  
HCS, 312 Marlboro Street in Keene.  For 
more information call 352-2253 or visit 
HCSservices.org.  – Susan Ashworth

HCS
Walk-in Hours at Keene Office
This holiday season, give your loved 

one the gift of comfort, care, and support.  
Come to Walk-in Wednesday, offered the 
first Wednesday of every month at Home 
Healthcare, Hospice and Community 
Services (HCS).  Drop by for completely 
free, off-the-record advice from our 
staff members who specialize in home 
care and hospice.  Welcome to Walk-in 
Wednesdays, where worries lighten as 
you learn about ways we can help!

Walk-in Wednesdays will be held 
from 3-5pm on the first Wednesday of 
each month at the HCS office at 312 
Marlboro Street in Keene.  The next 
Walk-in Wednesdays are scheduled for 
December 3 and January 7.  Those who 
are not able to stop by are encouraged to 
call 352-2253 for information anytime.

Home Healthcare, Hospice and 
Community Services is a Monadnock 
United Way agency serving Charlestown 
and surrounding towns for more than 30 
years.  – Susan Ashworth

Superstitions  
are habits  
rather than  

beliefs.
     – Marlene Dietrich
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Sometime ideas come to mind so 
fast that I cannot type fast enough to 
get them on paper, and other times my 
mind is completely blank. The latter is 
a comment I received from many of my 
teachers.

Halloween was coming up and my 
pro-sided mind and my con-sided mind 
were fighting over the Halloween story 
of the night the Vermont State Trooper 
gave me a ride home. Con won out, so no 
innocent persons’ names will be printed 
here (although there were no innocent 
persons that night).

Recently we attended the dinner of 
the Society for Bringing to Justice Horse 
Thieves and Pilferers of Hen Roosts and 
Clothes Lines. After listening to Ted 
Walski‘s outdoor tales and the bringing 
of turkeys back to New Hampshire, I 
knew it was time to tell the tale of the 
two deer from Sharon, Vermont.

Uncle Herb owned a hunting camp in 
the wilds of Sharon. It was this wilderness 
outpost in which I found myself in 
my late teens with my dad and Uncle 
Herb. Up before dawn on a cold, frosty 
November morning, I donned my long 
johns, heavy shirt, and pants and dug 
out my hunting jacket and gloves. After 
a hot breakfast of bacon, eggs and toast, 
we headed out. I was put on a course 
that would, hopefully, lead me to the 
top of the mountain where we would all 
meet up in a stand of hardwood. Uncle 
Herb circled off to the left and Dad off 
to the right. Four hours later I found 
myself miles from the cabin in an open 
hardwood lot. Grey squirrels were having 
a blast running around and making all 
kinds of noise. Suddenly they became 
quiet and I heard another noise like 
several people walking quietly through 
the leaves. Leaning against a large beech 
tree, I watched a herd of five deer walk 
to within one hundred feet from where 
I was standing. It was a time when one 
could shoot either buck or doe, so all I 
had to do was aim and shoot.

To say I was nervous would be an 
understatement. To steady my shaking 
rifle barrel, I leaned it against the beech 
tree. The deer were meandering slowly 
toward me and I held my fire until they 
stopped and became alert to something. 
Maybe I moved. The sound of the rifle 
shot echoed in my ear and I started 

jacking shells into the chamber.  Another 
shot echoed in my ear. I watched three of 
the deer run down over the nearby hill.

I walked over to the fallen deer and 
found a rather large doe and medium 
size buck. At the same time Uncle Herb 
and Dad were approaching from over 
the hill to my right. “Hey,” I shouted, “I got 
two deer!”

Dad replied, “I don’t think so. I shot the 
doe.” Uncle Herb said, “I got the buck!”

I laughed. “No darn way you two are 
claiming my deer.” Dad walked over, 
reached for my rifle, opened the breech, 
looked in, smelled it and said, “Show 
me where you were standing when you 
shot.”

I led them back to the beech tree and 
Dad pointed to the ground. There was 

a pile of unfired 32 special bullets. That 
is when I learned what the term “buck 
fever” really meant. Uncle Herb and Dad 
claimed their deer and I ate crow for 
many months to come.

Winning  
is not always  

the barometer  
of getting  

better.
  – Tiger Woods
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The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole   Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Murray’s Restaurant, Walpole Wash ‘N Dry,  

Real to Reel, Costume Ladies, Kasper Law Offices, Walpole Town Hall, Walpole Library & Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls. 

    Judy Spinella played    
  keyboard while shoppers 
     strolled through the  
    Congrgational Church  
       during this year’s  
         Mistletoe Mart.   
     See pages 10 & 11  
      for other photos.


