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Hooper Makes the Most of Winter
Cold Weather Programs & Winter Festival Return

The scent of balsam fir and pine
filled classrooms and corridors at the
Walpole Primary and North Walpole
schools in December. Becky Whippie,
Hooper Institute Educator, was busy
showing students how to make swags
and centerpieces from the greens.
Kindergarteners made red pinecone
wreaths. Sixth graders learned to use
a botanical “key” to help them identify
evergreens at home.
Many people ask us what we do for
programs during the winter months.
After all, the gardens are dormant…
or are they? The high tunnel at the
Elementary School is still flush with
greens despite the cold. Winter hardy
varieties of spinach, lettuce, chard and
collards are still producing greens for
the cafeteria. Red giant mustard adds a
horse radish-like taste to a mixed salad.
Large-leaf round mache is a mild green
that might not be familiar to you.
The agriculture theme is carried
through winter with the Farm & Forest
Project. Fourth graders visit local farms

Meet the Candidates
and forestry businesses throughout
the school year. Second graders have
a chance to design their own farms on
paper and then build models. Forestry
studies for sixth graders transitions into
several weeks of learning about or home
watershed, the Connecticut River valley.
Other grades study winter weather
and how it affects wildlife. Tracks in the
snow and snowshoeing are a fun way to
celebrate the season.
Continued on Page 3

The Walpole Grange would like to
invite all Walpole citizens to a Meet
The Candidates night on Wednesday
February 25, at 7:00 pm in the Walpole
Town Hall. This is a great opportunity for
you to meet the candidates for public
office and ask them questions.
Refreshments
will
be
served
afterwards.
The Walpole Grange meets the third
Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm in
the Walpole Town Hall and is open
to everyone. You do not need to be a
Walpole resident to join.

Hooper Golf Update
The Hooper Board of Directors hopes
that you, your families and friends had a
great Holiday season. We would like to
take this opportunity to thank everyone
that contributed to the Hooper Golf Club
to help make up our shortfall in revenue.
We raised around $17,500 of our $20,000
goal. If you have not yet made a
contribution, we would appreciate your
consideration so we can achieve that
goal.
Good News! The Selectmen have given
us a lease for next year, so we are all set
for a great golf season in 2015! Please
watch for your Membership Renewal
notice that will mailed soon.
The investment group that wants to
purchase the Hooper land and buildings
is still very active, and the Selectmen
expect the sale to complete as early as
the end of March. At that time, our lease
will carry on with the new owners. The
investment group also has plans to revitalize the mansion and restaurant,
and to create an event center that will
help Hooper to generate more golfers
and members which are desperately
needed.
Again, thanks very much for your
continued support.
– Hooper Golf Club Board of Directors

Kudos for Alyson’s
WeddingWire, the nation’s leading online
wedding marketplace, has named
Alyson’s Orchard as a winner of the
prestigious WeddingWire Couples’ Choice
Awards® 2015 for Ceremony in Walpole.
The WeddingWire Couples’ Choice
Awards® 2015 recognizes the top five
percent of wedding professionals in the
WeddingWire Network who demonstrate
excellence
in
quality,
service,
responsiveness and professionalism. The
esteemed awards are given to the top
local wedding vendors in more than 20
service categories, from wedding venues
to wedding photographers, based on
their professional achievements from
the previous year.
While many industry award winners
are selected by the host organization, the
WeddingWire Couples’ Choice Awards®
winners are determined solely based
on reviews from real newlyweds and
their experiences working with Alyson’s
Orchard. Award-winning vendors are
distinguished for the quality, quantity,
consistency and timeliness of the
reviews they have received from their
past clients.
“It’s always exciting to start the year
by honoring the top-rated wedding
professionals within the WeddingWire
Network who represent more than
Continued on Page 6
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is invited to a Budget Hearing
on Tuesday, February 10
for the Walpole Fire District.

The hearing is set for 7 pm
and will be held at the Walpole fire station.
The February monthly meeting
of the Walpole Fire Commissioners
will be held on Tuesday, February 10
immediately following the Budget Hearing.
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Snow,
followed
by rain,
followed by
plunging
temperatures
turned much
of the
Town Common
into a
frozen pond
in late
January.

Photo: Barbara Kasper
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Speaking of celebrating the season,
the Friends of the Hooper Institute are
busy planning the second annual Winter
Carnival on Saturday, February 28. Join
us that afternoon between noon and
4 pm for lots of winter fun. Events will
take place at the Hooper Institute, 165
Prospect Hill Road and the slopes of the
golf course across the street.
Bring your own sleds and cross-country
skis to slide on the slopes. Cross-country
skis can also be borrowed. If conditions
are right, bring your skates to glide on
the Hooper Pond. Instruction will be
provided. Snowshoes will be available to
borrow at Hooper Hall or bring your own
pair. Guided nature walks will be held at
1:00 and 3:00 pm to look for animal tracks
and their stories. There will be a biathlon
course with snowshoes and hula hoops.
If you need to warm up, there will be a
bonfire in the field at the Institute and a
cross-cut saw area nearby. Hooper Hall
will also be open with activities inside
and food to purchase from local youth
groups. Please join us at this communitywide event for a fun family afternoon.
The event is free of charge and open to
all ages. For questions, please call the
Hooper Institute at 756-4382.

The Hooper Institute offers programs to
the youth of Walpole through its school
and summer programs. Our mission is to
teach about agriculture, forestry, botany,
soils and environmental science. The
Friends of the Hooper Institute is a nonprofit organization formed to support
and expand the mission of the Hooper
Institute.		
– Eloise Clark

I will not
take

‘but’

for an
answer.

		

– Langston Hughes
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Walpole Village School
The teachers and staff at the Walpole
Village School are having a great year with
nearly full enrollment and a wonderful
group of children. At this month’s board
meeting, members touched upon some
of the things that would make Walpole
Village School an even better place. One
item that has come up time and time
again is community involvement. If you
have extra time on your hands or have a
skill that you could teach to preschoolaged children, we’d love to hear from
you! Maybe you have time to volunteer
with the many fundraisers that keep the
school going,or maybe you’d like to teach
an after-school enrichment program.
Please contact Jody at 756-4246 for more
information on volunteering.
Starting March 5, the Walpole Village
School will be offering a six-week afterschool French course for children in
grades K-5. More information will be
available shortly on projected afterschool enrichment programs to be held
in the coming months.
The Walpole Village School relies
on grant money, fundraising efforts,
donations, and tuition to operate. Please
mark your calendars for the Pancake
Breakfast on Palm Sunday, as all proceeds
benefit the school.
– Caitlin Caserta

Free Marketplace
Open Enrollment Ends
The last 2015 Marketplace Open
Enrollment day is February 15, and
Monadnock ServiceLink Aging and
Disability Resource Center will hold its
final health insurance and enrollment
events at Walpole Library Wednesday,
February 4 from 4pm to 7pm.
Certified Marketplace Assisters will be
available. Assisters are trained to answer

questions and assist in the enrollment
process. Assisters provide free, unbiased,
confidential guidance through the
healthcare.gov website.
Information needed to enroll is as
follows:
Birthdates and social security numbers
for everyone in the household (or
documents for legal immigrants
Employer information (W-2 form,
paystub, or tax statement) for everyone
in the household
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Total household income including
those not applying for insurance
Existing insurance policy numbers
Enrollment can be done by the
consumer at www.healthcare.gov. If
assistance is needed, please contact
ServiceLink ADRC at 1-866-634-9412,
Planned Parenthood of Northern New
England at 1-866-476-1321, or Cheshire
Medical Center/Dartmouth Hitchcock
Keene at 1-603-354-5454 ext. 2137.
			
– Jennifer Seher

Monadnock
Musings…
Life in the North Woods
For our Friends who live in sunny,
warm climes ~
Received an e-mail from Bonnie, there
in sunny, warm California. She was
concerned about the weather we have
been enjoying here in New Hampshire.
It was 16 degrees below zero yesterday
morning. Going out to feed the birds at
6 am in shorty pajamas was...memorable,
shall we say. We’re sure Julie in Florida
can’t imagine this, but it is pitch black at
that time of day up here in the winter.
(I suppose sunrise in Florida is at 4:30
am or so.) In any event, I just wanted
to announce that the shorty pajamas
have been retired until things around
here thaw out a little - probably about
Memorial Day or so.
You have all heard that English
Folk Song having to do with a “Bleak
Midwinter” where the snow is as hard as
iron. That is surely the case here since
after a recent snow we had a spate of
freezing rain followed by really cold
temperatures. You can now walk out
onto the snow and you won’t fall through
the crust - you’re completely supported.
The surface is really slick (icy), so if you
drop something it skids away from you.
And, as Nancy can tell you, our back yard
slopes down into the forest (about 100
yards down the hill) at about a 15 degree
angle. If you drop something now, it
goes down the hill, gathering speed until
it shoots off into the forest at about 30
miles per hour. And of course, retrieving
it presents a problem. To retrieve it, the
first thing you have to do is sit on the
ice and you can co-locate with the item
in just a few seconds as you shoot off
into the forest at high speed. (But you
gotta be careful not to run into a tree at
that speed! And you can’t really steer to
avoid a tree - or anything else - there’s
just no steering wheel on those shorty
pajamas.)
The problem then becomes, how do
you get back up that slope of ice to the
nice, warm house? You don’t. You have
to figure that if Mama Black Bear can
wait till spring to come back up the hill,
so can you.
It was pretty cold yesterday morning,
but it was very pretty (far from a Bleak
Midwinter), so pretty as to be counted

one of the numerous joys of living here
in the forest. There had been no wind
overnight, so all the the previous day’s
snow still covered the pines, spruce and
hemlocks. What a sight! You folks in
California and Florida, do let me know
right away if you would like to take in a
week of such natural beauty - and don’t
forget to bring your shorty pajamas.
God’s special Blessings to each one of
you.		
– Charley Blount
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If you think
it’s hard to meet
new people,
try picking up
the wrong golf ball.

		

– Jack Lemmon

Continued from Page 2: Alyson’s

Photos: Ray Boas

From first to last…
receipts and
register tape
from Murray’s
first day
of operation
35 years ago
and a farewell
staff huddle
on the
restaurant’s
last day,
December 30.

From left: Tom Murray,
Lyndsae Hall,
Molly Sheppard,
Joan Balla
and Tammy Sheppard

two million reviews on our website,”
said Timothy Chi, CEO, WeddingWire.
“Each of the businesses recognized are
committed to quality, professionalism
and all around top-notch service. We
applaud Alyson’s Orchard for their
impressive achievements within the
wedding industry.”
As a Couples’ Choice Awards® winner,
Alyson’s Orchard is highlighted within
the WeddingWire Network, which is
comprised of more than 200,000 wedding
professionals throughout North America
and abroad.
Alyson’s Orchard is proud to be one
of the top Wedding Venues in the
WeddingWire Network, which includes
leading wedding sites such as
WeddingWire, Project Wedding, Brides.
com, Martha Stewart Weddings, and
Weddingbee. We would like to thank
our past clients for taking the time to
review our business on WeddingWire.
We value all of our clients and appreciate
the positive feedback that helped us
earn the WeddingWire Couples’ Choice
Awards® 2015.
For more information about Alyson’s
Orchard, please visit our WeddingWire
Storefront at www.weddingwire.com.
			
– Fran Imhoff

It is
awfully
important
to know
what is and
what is not
your
business.
– Gertrude Stein

Tom celebrates with well-wishers

Photo: Barbara Kaspers
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Host Families Needed
For Cyprus Teens This Summer
Cyprus Friendship Program (CFP)
helps teens from this divided country to
get to know and understand each other
in a neutral location. Since the country
was divided in 1974, Turkish-speaking
Cypriots live in the north, and Greekspeaking Cypriots live in the south.
New Hampshire is one of the states
which host the teens. The residential
component of CFP’S year-long program
is critical to achieving lasting friendships
and overcoming stereotypes. When
they return to Cyprus, the young people
continue their work by speaking to
schools and recruiting new members.
The teens are in the United States
for the month of July, and may be
hosted for the entire month or for only
2 weeks. While here, they participate in
your normal summer schedule, but also
have group activities which you are not
required to attend. As a host family, you
must have a room that the teens share
alone, a safe, neutral home where they
can build a friendship, and day-long
adult supervision.
I hosted two girls last summer and it
was a wonderful experience to watch
them learn about each other, their
schools, educations and goals. They
learned that they have more in common
than they realized and are committed
to a more peaceful future for their
country. The CFP teens are among the
top students in their country and are
the future of Cyprus. It was a mutually
satisfying experience for them and the
hosts.
For more information about hosting
teens this summer, please contact
Joanna Andros at 756-3560, or
joannaandrosmsw@gmail.com. For more
information about CFP, go to the website:
cyprusfriendship.org.
			

An Open Invitation
To All Walpoleans…
Please join
the Trustees of the Hooper Trust
& the Hooper Preservation Committee.
When: Friday, February 27, 2015
6:00 – 8:00 pm
Where: Walpole Town Hall
What: Celebrate Saving Hooper
Why: A New Beginning
How: Friends, food, drink

– Joanna Andros
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Congregational Church

Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church
Reverend Craig Breismeister
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship

756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

St. Peter’s Church (North Walpole)
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine
Mass: Mon. 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;
Sat. 4pm; Sun. 8:30am
Confessions: Saturday, 3-3:45 pm

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church
Reverend Lisa Mobayed, M.Div.
Service: Sunday 10 am

Church Hosts Public Suppers
The First Congregational Church of
Walpole is hosting public suppers to
warm your soul this winter. On Saturday,
January 25, we held a Roast Pork dinner.
We will have another dinner on Saturday,
February 21 at 6 pm. For this supper we
will have herb-crusted roast beef, roasted
potatoes, vegetables, homemade rolls
and dessert. On Saturday, March 14,
at 6 pm we will host a traditional Irish
boiled dinner. This includes corned beef,
cabbage, potatoes and vegetables, Irish
soda bread and dessert. All dinners are
$12.00 for adults and $6.00 for children
under 12 years of age. We hope you
will join us for the great food and warm
fellowship of our community members.
On Saturday, April 11, we will host our
Annual Cabaret. Keep a look out for more
details on a night of fun entertainment
and refreshments.
– Peg Winnen

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet at
the Congregational Church on the
Walpole Common at noon on Monday,
February 16. Everyone is asked to bring
a contribution for the Fall Mountain
Food Shelf. Amee Abel, certified therapy
dog trainer, will speak about Therapy
Pets. She is the volunteer coordinator
for the Monadnock Humane Society. All
Drewsville, North Walpole and Walpole
Seniors are welcome. Come for fun and
good socialization. Contact Jeanne A
Jeffries at 756-2933 for more information.
		
– Jeanne A Jeffries

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday: 1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday: 10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday: 2 - 4 pm
Saturday: 1 - 4 pm
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St. John’s News
There will be a Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper on February 17 at 2 pm. Everyone
is welcome to a feast of homemade
pancakes, sausages and apple sauce -the traditional fare for emptying out the
larder in anticipation of Lent. We burn
the palms from last Palm Sunday to make
the ashes for the Imposition of Ashes on
the following day. Please join in!
Ash Wednesday service with the
Imposition of Ashes is on February 18
at Noon at St John’s Church. The Book of
Common Prayer offers a meaningful and
penitential rite for this day. We begin a
Holy Lent by acknowledging our sins and
our need for God’s grace and forgiveness.
All are welcome.
Walpole Youth Group meetings
Sunday, February 1, 6 pm at St John’s
Church, Parish Hall.
Sunday, February 15, 6 pm at First
Congregational Church.
All area youth in grades five and higher
are invited to this faith-based activity.
Call Susan Kershaw for more information,
at 756-2962.

Genealogy Workshop
The Walpole Historical Society will
sponsor another free Genealogy
Workshop on Saturday, February 7, from
10am-12 noon. We welcome beginners
as well as experienced persons. Hints
regarding research sources as well as
stone walls will be shared. Call 756- 2933
for reservations. More information can be
found on the Walpole Historical Society
website: walpolehistory.org.
– Jeanne A Jeffries
		

Winter Film Series
The Drewsville Seventh-day Adventist
Church, located at 22 Common Road,
will be showing a variety of movies as
part of its Winter Film Series. The films,
which will be shown at 2:00 pm, are open
to the public and feature a variety of
Christian and family topics. There is no
admission fee, but a free-will offering
will be collected. There will be a brief
discussion period and light refreshments
following each showing. The film series
will include the following titles:
Saturday, February 7
Flight: The Genius of Birds
This documentary explores the
mysteries and mechanisms of a bird’s
anatomy, instincts, and embryology
to reveal stunning aspects of life in the
skies. The film is part of Illustra Media’s
The Design of Life Series.
Saturday, February 14
Metamorphosis
Spectacular photography, computer
animation, and magnetic resonance
imaging open once-hidden doors to
every stage of a butterfly’s life cycle in
this film also by Illustra Media.
Saturday, February 21
God’s Not Dead (PG)
Starring Kevin Sorbo and Shane Harper,
this popular 2013 film is the story of what
happens when an atheist philosophy
professor insists that his students declare
that “God is dead.” One student chooses
to defend his faith to his class and show
that God is not dead.
Saturday, February 28
Hell and Mr. Fudge
MacKenzie Astin stars as Edward Fudge
in this inspiring true story of one man’s
persistent pursuit of truth. A supporting
cast of veteran actors help make this an
entertaining and memorable drama for
the whole family.
– Marsha Hammond-Brummel

Walpole Unitarian
The Walpole Unitarian Church worship
services have moved up Union Street to
Hastings House for January, February
and March. We worship in cozy comfort
in our lovely Victorian parish house every
Sunday at 10 am. Children’s programming
is available, and we have coffee and
fellowship following the service. If you
are not familiar with Hastings House, it
is directly behind the church, on Union
Street. It has a large parlor and dining
room as well as a kitchen and rest rooms
on the first floor. The second floor features
a ballroom, stage and several smaller
spaces. There is a piano as well, and our
Music Director, Marcia Oster, provides a
variety of music for the services.
Our minister, Lisa Mobayed, came to
us in June and is a recent graduate of
Andover Newton Theological Seminary.
Reverend Mobayed received a Bachelor
of Arts Degree in Philosophy from
Brandeis University, and a Master of
Divinity Degree from Andover Newton
Theological School. She was trained at
and served the Arlington Street Church
in Boston, and First Parish of Wayland in
Massachusetts. Mobayed is dedicated
to building relationships, especially
ecumenical and interfaith, and belongs
to several groups with this focus. Dialogue
and advocacy around environmental
issues is of particular importance to her
in these diverse groups of impassioned
people. She resides in New Ipswich with
her husband, a clinical psychologist, and
with her two daughters.
Reverend Mobayed has helped us to
focus our longtime commitment to food
justice. In 2015, we hope we can better
serve our broader communities –
building relationships beyond the walls
of our church. If you have any questions
about WUC worship services, please
contact Antonia Andreoli at 756-9036.

She is descended
from a long line
that her mother
listened to.
– Gypsy Rose Lee

REMINDER

All Dogs
Must Be Licensed
Per NH Law
Visit Town Clerk by April 30
With Proof of:
Rabies Vaccination
andSpay/Neuter
(If Applicable)

$9.00, or $6.50

If puppy or it’s
spayed/neutered.
$2.00 for first dog
if senior citizen

Late Fees Accrue
for Each Month Late.

Town Clerk’s
Office Hours

Monday:
7 am – 4 pm
Tuesday:
7 am – 7 pm
Wednesday: 7 – 8 am
then closed to public
Thursday:
7 am – 4 pm

Principal Sam Jacobs recognizes
Students of the Month at a January assembly.
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Good ideas often come from the
strangest places. Walpole resident Beth
Vickers has been crafting items to help
support The Fall Mountain Food Shelf
since 2013 via a project she calls The Shirt
Off His Back. We asked Beth to share her
story…
One day about two years ago as
my husband, Wes, was leaving for a
doctor’s appointment, I noticed that he
was wearing a very worn shirt. The collar
and cuffs were thread bare. I suggested
he change into something different but
he said nobody cared what he had on
and proceeded out the door. When I
picked him up later, the receptionist told
me that another patron remarked about
how much she liked my husband’s pink
shirt. He thanked her and said that his
wife would be very happy to hear it, then
turned back to his newspaper.
A few minutes later, the forgetful
woman complimented him again about
what a beautiful shade of pink his shirt
was, and how much she liked it. Once
again he nodded a polite thank you.
Later, forgetting their conversation, the
woman said again, “I really like your
shirt!” This time, Wes took off his shirt (he
had on an undershirt) and offered it to
the woman. The receptionist said that
the woman had a look of pure joy on her
face and thanked him repeatedly!
Well, the seed was planted. There had
to be something that I could do with
unwanted shirts that would get them
out of the closet and bring someone
appreciation and joy! After mulling it
over, I decided to take the good parts of
old shirts and repurpose them.
I tried a few different gift bags, totes,
and zippered pouches that I found on
Pinterest; I finally settled on wine gift
bags (from the sleeves of shirts) because
they were relatively quick to make, and it
was clear with the cuff of the shirt as part
of the design that these gift bags came
from a shirt.
The Shirt Off His Back seemed the
perfect name for this new adventure.
The Fall Mountain Food Shelf was
an obvious choice for the donations.
Most every one is familiar with Mary
Lou Huffling and how hard she and
many others in the community work to
feed those who are struggling to feed
themselves and their families.
Christmas was approaching when I
got started, but it was too late for the
craft fairs – they were already booked
up. After telling Virginia Carter about
my idea, I asked her if I could sell the
gift bags at the winery. She helped me
with pricing and displayed the bags on
the tables where they had their wine
tasting. Virginia also donated some of
the winery’s money toward the food
shelf for every bag that sold.

The
Shirt
Off
His
Back
The Artisans tour was that weekend
and Virginia made sure that the word
got out about the gift bags and the
proceeds going to the Food Shelf. I think
I had made 35 bags. I was afraid that they
wouldn’t sell and all that work would
have been for nothing. (I also imagined
lots of friends would be getting wine
bags as a gift that year.) Then, Donna
Aldrich, who was working in the winery’s
gift store, called: she had just sold two
bags, and someone had sold a few the
day before! By the end of the tour, the
bags had nearly sold out. Virginia called
to ask if I could put some more together.
As soon as my husband left for work,
I raided his closet for more shirts with
ragged collars. Next, I called my family
and friends and begged them to clean
out their closets for shirts. By the end of
the day I had 17 more shirts, but I was
now running out of buttons and ribbons
for embellishing the bags. Through
Facebook, Celest Longacre brought me
jars of buttons, fabric, and ribbon; Mary
Beer brought more shirts, and Virginia
found some ribbon too! The finished bags
went to the winery. I don’t remember
how much money was made that season,
perhaps a few hundred dollars, but it felt
great that so many people were invested
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in their community and wanted to do
what they could to make this a success.
After the winery closed for the winter,
I decided to take a break from sewing…
and there weren’t any more shirt sleeves.
However, there were piles of sleeveless
shirts, so it wasn’t long before the sewing
room was calling and more designs for
bags and totes were being tested.
But, there were problems. The shirts
either had some imperfection, or the
piece wasn’t big enough to use, or
there was no part of the shirt that was
recognizable as a shirt once it was cut
up and the bag was sewn – it could have
been any piece of fabric.
It was important to me to keep some
element of the shirt in the design of
the bag. I especially liked using pieces
of the shirt that had button holes, or
pockets or even the tags as part of the
design. Nothing was as satisfying as the
shirt sleeve gifts. I had to come up with
something else to use up these shirts.
Nancy Sargent, a quilter herself,
suggested that I use the rest of the shirts
to make quilts. I had some experience
in sewing but had never made a quilt
before.
I went back to Pinterest and found
a pattern to make a quilt from men’s
shirts. I also discovered that quilting is
an art that takes patience and practice.
One of my favorite types of quilting is
paper piecing. You use the tiniest pieces
of fabric to create beautiful designs
resembling anything that you decide
to create. So far I have only tried predesigned patterns.
Quilters from all over have been
willing to show me the ropes of piecing
and quilting. I never imagined there
were so many quilters out there. As my
skills improve, I hope to have quilts of
different sizes and other smaller items
like pillows, table runners, and gift bags
made up for craft fairs to sell in the spring
and the Christmas season to come, as
well as continuing to sell the wine bags
at The Winery. All proceeds will go back
into our community through The Fall
Mountain Food Shelf.
This project is as much about our
friends and neighbors connecting
with each other as it is about giving
and helping our neighbors. If anyone
is interested in joining us in a quilting
group, or if they have shirts that are 100%
cotton that they would like to donate,
they can email me at bdv03@aol.com.
Wes, had no idea what he was starting
when he refused to change his shirt that
day…and then gave it away. Now, his
closet is empty and the rest of the house
is filled with plastic bins of cut up shirts,
buttons, ribbon, and half-finished quilts!
			
– Beth Vickers

Paper Covers Rock,

Rock Breaks Scissors,
Scissors Cut Paper…

Project Graduation
The FMRHS class of 2015 Project
Graduation fundraisers have begun!
Mark your calendars for Friday, March
13, when the Walpole Elementary School
will be the site of a movie night for the
elementary students; snacks will be
available. On Saturday, April 11, there
will be an indoor yard sale (including a
bake sale) at the Charlestown Middle
School. We are in need of donated items.
On Saturday, May 9, we will be having
our second annual golf tournament at
Hooper Golf Course. Look for our new
improvements! We are in need of golfers,
sponsors and prizes. Please contact Terry
Zehr at 603-904-4084 or terry_zehr@
yahoo.com.		
– Terry Zehr

The Bellows Falls Opera House
Second Wednesday
of the Month
7:30 pm

All Tickets $5.00
February 11

The Last Waltz
1978

802-463-3964

and Generosity
Tops Them All.

Note: The Classic Series is now once a
month. If additional sponsorship for the
Classics is received, the schedule will
expand.

Mary Lou Huffling & Principal Sam Jacobs

A January assembly at Walpole Elementary was highlighted by the presentation
of a check for $860 to Mary Lou Huffling of the Fall Mountian Food Shelf –
donated a penny at a time by students. The assembly also featured a spirited
Rock/Paper/Scissors competition for students and faculty. Top: Teacher Nick
LeBail officiated as Erin Donovan (left) bested Mary Ronning. Middle: Justin
Cassarino’s scissors eliminated Lisa Mulhearn’s paper in the faculty competition
in front of a rapt audience.
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12 Cal.

13 Cal.

Historical Society
Speaker Series #8
The public is cordially invited to attend
the latest lecture in our Speaker Series on
Friday, March 6, at 7:00 pm at the Walpole
Town Hall. The event is free.
When 18th century wives tired of
the marriage contract, they could run
but they could not hide. Husbands
chased them down via newspaper ads,
effectively removing their sources of
credit and income. In the narrative of
the war between the sexes, one reads
of surprisingly enduring economic and
social barriers faced by runaway wives.
Marcia Schmidt Blaine explores
this Colonial-era phenomenon in an
illustrated program.
Photo: Lowell Bauer

Historical Society President Christie Winmill with Jere
Daniells, who spoke on Colonial Walpole January 17.

W.R.A.P.
While preparing my W.R.A.P. report
for February, 2015, I was struck by the
similarity to the weather conditions
of 2014. We were subjected to a polar
vortex then, and are now on the verge of
enduring the same for 2015. Some of us
may be asking the question, why do we
continue to live in New England? Well,
here are a few reasons:
1) We don’t like to admit defeat, (we’re
tough);
2) No need to hunt for conversationstarters (everyone wants to talk about
the weather);
3) Provides the answer to “cold enough
for you?” and the excuse to repeat that
old saw, “if you don’t like weather now,
wait 5 minutes.”
Not to beat a dead horse, but, yes - it
is very cold. Here at the recycle center,
however, we volunteers and staff are
toasty warm. We owe all this delicious
comfort to the wise stewardship of
Paul Coburn and his staff, who reuse oil
brought to the Center to keep heating
expenses down to about $70.00/year.

Common sense
is
very
uncommon.

So, even though Jack Frost is out and
about, I am still very enthusiastic about
volunteering at the Center. The two hours
always fly by. Since I’m mostly there early
Tuesday morning, we often start slow;
but then traffic builds up and we can
hardly keep up with counting cars. Yes,
every truck, van, car and SUV is counted,
so the select board knows how useful
and busy the Center is. With holiday
parties and celebrations, the Center is
up to its figurative elbows with products
to recycle. Many thanks and kudos to
those separating refundables -- it makes
sorting plastic, glass and aluminum
containers go faster. FYI, if you’re not sure
about where to look on the container
to see if it’s refundable, the plastic and
glass bottles (beer, wine, soda, water and

LOOK
FOR

sometimes juice) have the information
somewhere near the label, or sometimes
on the side or bottom. Sometimes it
may be hard to see. The information
on aluminum cans is usually found on
the top near the tab; and any volunteer
or staff member will be happy to point
it out. If you’re loyal to a brand that is
refundable and has VT stamped on it,
then that makes it much easier for you
also. Any can, plastic, or glass container
is refundable as long as VT is stamped
on it along with other states. (Of course,
we have lots of volunteers who would
be happy to take California refundables
to California…not so much to Maine
this time of year.) Oh yes, the caps -please try to remember to remove them
from the container and deposit them in
your yellow Walpole trash bag. There is
always room for more volunteers on the
schedule. Sign up if you fancy a friendly,
warm and welcoming environment in
which to give back to the community.
		

– Carolyn Norback

The Walpole Town Library has launched an Email News Alerts service.
Keep up-to-date on what’s happening at the library:
events, kids programs, book clubs, holiday hours,
weather closures and more!
Follow the library on Facebook for weekly new book and DVD lists.
Questions or suggestions? Contact Julie Rios at jrios@walpoletownlibrary.org

– Horace Greeley
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Home

Another Perspective
In 1969, when my then husband and I
were in our early twenties and thought
we were grown up, he insisted we buy a
building lot in a tract that once belonged
to Rock Farm, his boyhood home. At
that time a survivable 3-bedroom home
could be bought for $10K on a lot at least
large enough to support its foundation.
The price of this land alone was a third
that and it was unarguably bare of
encumbrances. At least, I consoled
myself, it was flat. Lacking imagination,
I assumed that uneven terrain would
require flattening–calculated to enhance
the cost of constructing a home. (I had
experimented flattening tires and found
that to be expensive.) My widowed
mother, who shared our fate
and doubled as our daycare
supplier, observed that the
lot appeared to be sandy
and contemplated its
gradual – and maybe
not so gradual –
erosion at the agency
of a hungry brook
that lurked beyond
its back border. The
site was also pockmarked in spring time
with round holes that looked
to me to be suitably sized for
snakes, but my apprehensions fell
upon deaf ears. Ultimately, the round
holes were confirmed as belonging
to moles, legitimate ancestors of the
population that continues to invade the
basement in winter and reconfigure the
lawn as a PGA course every spring.
The property was also outside the
state of Vermont where we were licensed
and employed and where I had been
born. Conceding to this expatriation also
seemed inadvisable, but I capitulated,
and John Latham built us a state-ofthe-art 3-bedroom palace for a very
reasonable sum of money (some of
which had to be borrowed from my
mother and duly returned through
Olympic feats of frugality). The home
contained all the perks of the period:
formica counters, linoleum flooring
in the kitchen and baths, “mahogany”
veneer doors, and a gargantuan sliding
glass door that opened with increasing
reluctance onto a disappearing deck in
the back. The deck disappeared every 35 years because it was unprotected from
the elements and roof run-off. It stood
piled with snow until winter subsided
and then remained intermittently damp
all summer. I bartered a dish washer for a
corner cabinet.

We did most of the interior decorating
ourselves, which consisted of singlecoating the rooms in various shades
of flat latex paint. The paint inevitably
became personalized with handprints
throughout the stairway and doorways,
most of which were archways erected
to forestall the cost of doorframes
downstairs.
We moved in aided by U-haul to
confront the fact that we had no water.
The developer (if there were developers
then) had anticipated connecting to a
Town water main, but access to the main
proved unexpectedly complicated. Due
primarily to the integrity of the seller, a
substitute arrangement was undertaken
immediately–water was delivered by
truck and an artesian well was driven
in front of
the
house.

Photo: Ray Boas

Unfortunately, the depth achieved by the
well-drivers soon created an international
incident with China. Significant amounts
of water continued to descend upon the
back deck...but refused to emerge from
the uncooperative well.
Undaunted,
the seller (who probably now wished
he had never heard of this tract) drove
a second well on his own property and
compiled a water agreement for us that
was sufficient for our needs–except
that it had considerable iron content
(so considerable that you could alter
the color of your car by washing it and
wear refrigerator magnets for earrings).
However, none of us were troubled by
anemia during the interval before Town
water became accessible.
Among our Olympic feats of frugality,
we established a vegetable garden
that allowed us to can over 100 pints
of green beans in the first summer–my
personal hedge against famine. We
indulged our larcenous impulses by
raiding a neighboring corn field until
one day I challenged another raider and
discovered that he was, in fact, Bobo

15

Kiniry, the legitimate owner of the crop.
That ended our crime sprees, as it was
impossible not to acknowledge that he
worked harder than we did, but we used
the harvested field in winter to skate,
slaloming expertly amongst the stubble
where Dearborn Circle now stands.
Unable to afford a garage, we acquired
a chicken coop from the Hubbard range
for $35 to house the lawn mower and the
rest of our meagre arsenal. The doorway
prooved too narrow for the lawn mower,
but it provided a marvelous hunting
camp from which we were able to shoot
with a bow and arrow woodchucks with
designs on the bean crop.
Time passed, as did that husband, and
I was somehow persuaded to sell the
house and ride off into the sunset with
a new one. I didn’t really want to sell the
house, but placed a 3x5 handwritten For
Sale sign behind a bush by the front
door, which was unfortunately
read by a neighborhood
lady who was looking
for just what I had
(excepting
perhaps
the green beans
and fingerprints).
The neighborhood
people purchased the
home and I discovered
what it was like to live
in an affluent town far
away where you had to pay
to skate and nobody ever swam
in the river. The new husband had a
business there, and I endeavored to be
discreet and less blatantly frugal; my
qualifications on both counts proved
marginal. Meanwhile, the new owners
turned the transitory deck into a
functional screened porch and erected a
garage comfortable enough for storage
upstairs. I pined away privately for my old
home whenever connections brought
me to Walpole until one day I thought I
was hallucinating when a small For Sale
sign appeared on the lawn. Discovering
that the sign was indeed tangible, I went
in and bought the house back, paying a
modest increase for the improvements.
Inside, there was also a nice stove hookup and legitimate oil-based paint!
I hid out in the home considerably
that first winter,revelling in wood fires,
warm linoleum floors and genuine
neighbors, but was convinced to rent it
in order to better keep track of my now
distant obligations. During the rental,
which extended for several years, the
interim owner of my home experienced
lifestyle changes and inquired about
repurchasing the home as I had done–
an offer that I declined with ambivalence
Continued on Page 22

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...the cemetery on Main

Street across from the Walpole School is
actually three cemeteries, and there are
at least three other cemeteries in town?
Along the old Third New Hampshire
Turnpike, about five and a half miles
from the village, is a burying ground
established sometime between 1773
and 1795. Known now as Carpenter Hill
Cemetery, the site’s earliest legible stone
dates to 1790.
Beautifully situated about 58 feet in
elevation above Turnpike Street (now
Main Street) across from the Walpole
School is the Old Cemetery. The oldest
legible headstone is that of Abigail
Bellows, wife of Colonel Benjamin
Bellows, who died November 9, 1757.
Burials here continued up into the 1900s.
There are several tombs (one once used
as the town’s receiving tomb) that are
built into the slope on the east side.
These are no longer used, and the Hearse
House (seen nearby on the eastern edge
in the 1870s view of the cemetery) was
probably removed in the early 1900s.
In the late 1840s, the town voted to
enlarge the cemetery and at the Town
Meeting in 1851, the committee for
purchasing additional land reported that
6.56 acres were purchased for $486.995.
Additional costs for fences, walls, steps,
surveying and maps brought the total
cost to $1,173.135 (there were half-cents
in those days). Bounded by Main Street
and North Road (formerly Fessenden Hill
Road and then Cemetery Road), the land
purchased for the new Village Cemetery
included a strip wrapping around the
Old Cemetery where lots were also laid
out. The bank was terraced for walkways
and lots, and two entrances were
established, one opposite the current
school and the other on North Road. For
years the sextant did not adhere to the
lot plan originally laid out, thus there are
irregularities in the layout. The southern
border included a roadway, Pine Avenue,
but it remains largely undeveloped due
to the slope. There are stones (notably
the Kilburn monument near the west

The Old Cemetery in
the 1870s looking
north from the field
south of the ravine.
Benjamin Bellows
Monument is on the
left, and the Hearse
House on the right.
House to the rear
was built by Rev.
Thomas Fessenden
shortly after he
purchased the land
in 1766.
Along the south side of
The Village Cemetery.
Benjamin Bellows
Monument at the top of
the hill.

entrance) that predate the purchase of
the land, but these burials may have been
relocated here. Of particular interest
on the crest of the hill on the southern
border is a monument inscribed, “To
the memory of Benjamin Bellows, the Carpenter
founder of Walpole who died July 10, Hill Cemetery
1777, aged 65 years.” It was erected in
the Common and Saint Peter’s Catholic
1854.
Church in North Walpole. Founded in
1890, and consecrated the next year, the
Additional land was needed, and in
oldest marker dates to 1890.
1952 the town voted to purchase “4.84
acres north of Cemetery Road and east
Just off the south end of the Common in
of Rt. 12.” These roads are now North
Drewsville is a one-acre cemetery on land
Road and Main Street. This property
given to the town for that purpose by Col.
was purchased for $500, and the first
Thomas C. Drew in 1815. Accessible only
burial occurred in that year in what is
on foot, the site’s earliest readable stone
considered the New Cemetery.
dates from 1808. In typical colonial days’
fashion there are probably other private
Farther out of town to the north on
burial sites around town; if you know of
Route 123 is Saint Peter’s Cemetery for the
any– I would love to hear about them.
former Saint Joseph’s Catholic Church on
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Walpole Artisans
Spotlight on Jewelry &
a Call for New Members
The Walpole Artisan Cooperative retail
shop is resplendent with hand-crafted
jewelry. Artisans whose talents produce
these magnificent, brilliant, dazzling,
glittering,
gorgeous,
impressive,
imposing, spectacular, striking and
stunning works of art include Mary Anne
Knapp, Jim and Andrea Lorette, Tica
Van Pampus, Judy Stalus and Carolyn
Kemp. All of these artists create their
own unique pieces, so the shop abounds
with hand-crafted jewelry. There is truly
something to fit everyone’s taste.
Mary Anne Knapp, also known as The
Cat’s Meow, works exclusively in polymer
clay and beads and is probably one of
the most skilled crafters of clay in the
area. Her handmade jewelry includes
necklaces, bracelets and earrings that
range from whimsical to elegant and
always mesmerize our customers, adding
the delightful challenge of choosing just
the right piece for themselves or to give
as a gift. Mary Anne’s colors, textures
and original patterns light up the shop
and draw the attention of everyone who
comes in. After studying with noted
polymer clay artist, Christine Damm,

Mary Anne has been exploring the use of
various surface techniques to embellish
polymer clay. ”I
am
experimenting
with acrylic paints, pastels and inks, as
well as the use of texture to create new
design elements. The cuff bracelet is one
of my new pieces using some of these
techniques, with pendants and beads
coming soon. I also plan to incorporate
some metalwork into my clay jewelry in
the coming year.”
Jim and Andrea Lorette (Jayelay
Jewelers) work together to create
hand-forged jewelry made of genuine
solid metals, real gemstones, and other
natural materials. Their castings are
derived from their original carvings,

treasures found in nature, or objects
from ancient times. The Lorettes make
their own tools and use fold-forming and
anticlastic techniques in their designs.
Andrea is always exploring and applying
new techniques and materials that lead
to ever-new designs and refinements in
her work. Jim is a materials specialist; his
work is often highlighted with unusual
materials, techniques and carvings. This
husband and wife collaboration is an
ongoing adventure into the creative
world and those who know the couple
are witness to a true labor of love. A visit
to their display in the shop will feature
earrings, pins and pendants, all crafted
by Andrea, Jim or by the two together.
The gentle curve of a sterling silver wire,
the iconic “Celtic Knot” or the miniature
bird-nest of intricately woven strands of
copper, are just a few examples of what
you will see.
Tica Van Pampus (Handmade
Enameled Jewelry) Quoting Tica is
the best way to describe her work.
“I developed my own kind of jewelry
based on an old French technique called
champlevé. I love to work with colors.
Colors are very powerful and are able to
change the impression of a design. My
jewelry is based on ‘links’. I design the
links and make dies. I do not use metal
casting because it is not a quality base
for enameling. Every necklace, bracelet,
earring is enameled in a different way
and as a result every piece is unique. This
is a very time-consuming process. Every
enameled piece is fired in the kiln about
seven times. The links are all made of 18ct
gold or fine silver.” It’s almost impossible
not to be impressed by Tica’s work and
equally impossible not to love it.
Photographer Judy Stalus (on Etsy as
Beadedwire) combines many talents
in the Walpole shop, and wire beaded
jewelry is one of them. Delicate bracelets
with tiny seed beads that seem to float on
your wrist, the perfect finishing touch to
anything you wear, as well as stone chips
or Swarovski crystals strung or crocheted
on cotton yarn and gently wound around
the neckline are Judy’s Boho style
collection of jewelry. If you are lucky,
you will find a wire beaded ring that fits
your finger and sparkles on your hand
or the perfect necklace for your favorite
Valentine. Judy’s color combinations vary
from spring yellow and fresh greenery to
warm naturals and earthy browns. Not
until you see these pieces in person and
picture yourself or someone you want
to surprise with handcrafted jewelry do
you truly appreciate the uniqueness of
Judy’s work.
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Watercolorist and basket maker,
Carolyn Kemp finishes out the list of
jewelry-makers.
Carolyn’s materials
of choice are watercolor paper and
birch bark. Sounds interesting. Each of
Carolyn’s “Watercolor Jewels” is a tiny,
hand-painted set of earrings done in
watercolor on watercolor paper. The
finished work is coated with acrylic
to make it resistant to water and add
weight to the delicate posts or dangles.
Needless to say, every pair is one-of-akind. A description of the process and
a short bio of the watercolor artist are
included in each purchase. In addition,
Carolyn offers hand-woven birch bark
star earrings which are always a lovely
surprise for the nature lover. Carolyn
collects birch bark from fallen trees or
limbs in the forest and sometimes is lucky
enough to get a call from a landowner
who is cutting down a birch tree. “Getting
the bark is just the beginning; the rest
involves cleaning, splitting and weaving
the small strips into the popular star
shape. I love it and am always available
to teach others how to make them.”
Walpole Artisans are proud to have
been in operation for almost 20 years
and to be part of the local art scene in
New Hampshire. A visit to the shop at
52 Main Street, Walpole NH, is a unique
experience for local patrons as well as
visitors to the area. The shop is open
6 days a week, Mon 11-2:30, Wed - Sat,
10-5 (closed on Tues) and 11-4 on Sun.
We can be reached at 603-756-3020
or at www.facebook.com (Walpole
Artisans) or www.woodcollection.com/
WalpoleArtisansCooperative.
Continued on Page 22

The two most joyous
times of the year
are Christmas morning
and the end of school.
		

– Alice Cooper

Radio Follies Return
Back again for a third time, The Walpole
Players will go “on air” at 7 pm on Saturday,
March 14, in the Helen Miller Theater
at the Walpole Town Hall, presenting
Cabin Fever Radio Follies of 2015. The
doors will open at 6:00 when audience
members may arrive bringing their own
dinners, snacks and beverages of choice.
Round tables for eight will be supplied
so all may dine in comfort, then sit back
and listen when the Players commence
the live broadcast from the radio studio
on stage. When we “sign off” for the
evening, guests are welcome to linger,
visiting with neighbors and chatting
with the radio performers.
Fibber McGee and Molly will be with us
again, and we understand the Bickersons
are in another predicament. What show
is complete without the Farm Report, a
few classic advertisements and popular
hit tunes? The cast is currently selecting
and assembling this year’s scripts to
provide you with laughs and tears for an
hour and twenty minutes (more or less).

The last two years have been sellouts, and this year the Players anticipate
all tickets will be pre-sold. To purchase
tickets and reserve a table for your party,
or for more information, call Ray at 7564545. Ticket prices remain at only $5 per

person for a grand evening out. Mark
your calendars now for March 14, gather
your friends, and pack your dinner and
beverages to join the fun back in the
1930s, 40s, and 50s when life was a tad
simpler.			
– Ray Boas

A full house at the 2014 Follies enjoys the antics of Lucy & her friends.
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A Town Landmark… & Its Treasures

Photo Provided
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March begins the annual membership
drive for the Walpole Historical Society.
This year, levels of support have been
expanded, and businesses will have
the opportunity to sponsor individual
projects or provide general support.
Built in 1831, the Academy building
at the top of the hill on Main Street is
a Walpole treasure. In spring, we see
children dashing over its spacious lawn
in search of Easter eggs. In summer, red,
white, and blue bunting hangs on its
front porch adding a festive, patriotic
flair. And on any stroll or drive through
town, a glance at the Academy makes
one proud to have such a handsome
landmark in Walpole.
Our landmark is much more than just a
pretty face. Housed inside is a collection
of more than 270 years of Walpole history.
In 1930, a group of residents came
together to create the Walpole Historical
Society, purchasing the oldest house in
town and saving it from destruction to
make way for a gas station. The Society’s
mission was to collect and preserve
Walpole’s history for the future and to
share its discoveries with residents and
visitors. In 1950, this group purchased
the Academy building at auction, moving
its home and collections there. Originally
housing the Walpole Academy, a private
school, the building was purchased by
the town in 1853 for School District #1.
Today as history buffs and Walpole
residents, members of the Walpole
Historical Society continue their support
of the Society’s mission through their
membership dues. Anyone who is
interested in this mission of preservation
and education can become a Historical
Society member. Members – both old
and new – ensure that the Academy
building is preserved, maintained, and
open for all to enjoy. Memberships also
ensure that the expansive collection of
Walpole historic artifacts is cataloged,
studied, and placed on display to allow
visitors the opportunity to learn more
about Walpole’s past.
Membership may extend beyond
financial support for those who would
like a more hands-on experience; there
are many opportunities for volunteers to
become involved with Society collections
and activities. The March issue of the
Clarion will include more information
and a membership application form.
Businesses are invited to inquire how
they may support special projects. For
more information call the Academy at
756-3449.
			
– Andrea Goins

Food Shelf
New Drop Box Sites
The Fall Mountain Food Shelf has
recently lost a key source of food
donations. That hurts: the food shelf is
one of New Hampshire’s busiest pantries
for people in need, helping between
1,100 and 1,300 families in a typical
month, and those families feel the loss.
Donations to the food shelf have fallen
off noticeably and the Great River Co-op
is stepping in to help.
The co-op has placed drop-off boxes
for the food shelf at the Walpole and
Alstead/Langdon transfer stations – or
“dumps”. Eventually, we all have to go
to the dump. When you do, please bring
along some non-perishable items to
leave in the boxes. The Alstead drop box
is in a heated area so glass containers
are fine but please avoid glass jars at the
Walpole drop box as it is in an area not
always well-heated and glass can freeze
and shatter. Please spread the word
about the boxes so we can make sure all
of our neighbors have access to food and
watch for new locations coming.
		

– Kim Mastrianni

Writeerds!
Want

Do you have an idea for an interesting
column or have you ever yearned
to be a published writer?
The Clarion welcomes submissions
to entertain and inform our readers.
You may have an unusual
hobby or new business
(or know of someone who does)
whose story needs telling.
Send us your ideas
or samples of your writing.
Single submissions
or regular contributions
are both welcome;
we will publish as space permits.
Submit to: Walpoleclarion@gmail.com

Walpole Clarion

The

is published monthly for the Walpole
community. Submissions about community
events and achievements are encouraged
for both the calendar and features.
All submissions – ads, articles
and photographs – should be sent to:

walpoleclarion@gmail.com
March issue deadline: February 20
Staff:
		
		

Jan Kobeski
Barbara Kasper
Ray Boas
Rob Kasper

An electronic version of the Clarion
can be found at our website:
www.thewalpoleclarion.com

A successful man
is one who makes
more money
than his wife can spend.

A successful woman
is one who can find such a man.
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– Lana Turner

Letters & Commentary
At Walpole’s Town Meeting on
Saturday, March 14th, voters will have
an opportunity to support an action to
counteract the influences of “Big Money”
in American Democratic elections.
A Warrant Article submitted by petition
of over 120 of your neighbors urges
Walpole to join other towns, and other
states, to initiate the process for enacting
a new Constitutional Amendment.
Why it is this important?
Thanks to a Supreme Court decision,
money has become the megaphone
that now out-shouts the free speech
of ordinary citizens. Because of the
court’s ruling in 2010 (Citizens United
vs The Federal Election Commission),
corporations now have rights of “natural
persons” like you and me. Specifically;
corporations, PACs, non-profit groups,
and unions may now spend as much
money as they want to influence the
outcome of elections. Millions of these
dollars are untraceable. “Dark money”
from unknown sources, is being spent to
distort the truth and corrupt our political
process. Free speech has been hijacked
by the rich and powerful unlike we have
ever seen before.
Remember the last two national
elections? How many months of
commercials for candidates did you

see on TV? How many attack ads, with
questionable facts were you subjected
to? How about the never-ending
telephone robo-calls and polls? Those
were financed by money freed up by
the Citizens United decision. Political
campaigns are no longer funded by
candidates securing small donations
from regular people, but rather by
boardroom strategies that support
Wall St. greed, corporate profiteering,
and special interest lobbyists who seek
legislative favors from politicians with
large donations of unrestricted election
campaign money.
This Warrant Article is the result of
non-partisan groups of ordinary people,
attempting to overturn the Citizens
United decision in the only way available
to us. Neither Congress nor the President
can change the decision of the Supreme
Court. Only the people can! This is how
we begin!
		

– Bruce Blanchette

WARRANT ARTICLE
By Petition of 25 or more eligible voters
of the Town of Walpole, NH to see if the
town will urge:
That the New Hampshire State
Legislature shall join more than 500
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municipalities and 16 other states,
including all other New England states,
in calling upon Congress to move
forward a Constitutional Amendment
that 1) clarifies that constitutional
rights were established for people, not
corporations, unions or other artificial
entities and, 2) guarantees the right
of our elected representatives and of
the American people to safeguard fair
elections through authority to regulate
political spending.
That the New Hampshire Congressional
delegation shall support such a
constitutional amendment.
That the New Hampshire State
Legislature shall support such an
amendment when it is approved by
Congress and sent to the State for
ratification.
That the record of the vote approving
this article shall be transmitted by
written notice to Walpole’s Congressional
delegation, and to Walpole’s State
Legislators, and to the Governor of New
Hampshire, and to the President of the
United States, informing them of the
instructions from their constituents, by
the Town of Walpole’s Office of Selectmen
within 30 days of the vote.

Continued from Page 15: Home

Walpole AED
Locations
(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest
AED in town in the event of a Sudden
Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?

Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary
(during school season)
8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool
(during summer season)
14 Bundy Lane
Walpole School – Primary
18 Primary Lane
North Walpole School
17 Cray Road, NW
Walpole Town Hall
34 Elm Street
Walpole Recycling Center
Rte 123, North Walpole
Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic
11 Westminster Street
Benson’s Woodworking
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road
LaValley’s Building Supply
40 Meadow Access Lane
Hooper Golf Course
166 Prospect Hill Road
Congregational Church
15 Washington Street

because I knew how she felt, but I wasn’t
letting go again. There is much I could
tell about the hazards of painting the
exterior myself for the first 30 years
(relying often on mere claw holds and
the tolerance of curious wasps) and the
magnitude of mistakes I made in every
sector, but this place is home.
As Ray Boas attests in his January
article: it is at least 50 parts having
neighbors who notice when you’ve put
too much on your plate and occasionally
save your life, maybe 25 parts fear of
flight, and maybe 25 parts sheer instinct,
but eventually you know unconditionally
that you are home and you are going to
stay there.		
– Mary Anza

HCS
Walk-in Hours
HCS welcomes residents of Walpole
to “Walk-in Wednesdays.” The first
Wednesday of every month, our staff
members who specialize in home
care, geriatric care management and
hospice will be on hand to talk with
you individually about your specific
concerns. Drop by for completely free,
off-the-record, no-commitment advice.
Walk-in Wednesdays will be held the
first Wednesday of each month from 35pm at the HCS office in Charlestown,
located in the Medical Center Building on
Arborway off Elm Street, and at the Keene
HCS office at 312 Marlboro Street. The
next Walk-in Wednesdays are scheduled
for February 4 and March 4. Those who
are not able to stop by are encouraged to
call 352-2253 for information any time.
		
– Susan Ashworth

Continued from Page 17: Artisans

A Call for New Members. Artisans
interested in more information about
the Walpole cooperative gallery are
encouraged to stop in, see the shop and
talk to one of the members, or to visit
our online Facebook page and website
to download a membership application.
The shop does not employ anyone, it is
run by the members; the members are
its Board of Directors and members take
turns working in the shop. In addition
to the opportunity to be juried into
the cooperative and display their art,
members can participate in a yearly
Thanksgiving Tour, showcasing their
work and demonstrating their craft
as visitors watch. The door is open to
serious artisans who are willing to work
with a serious group, experience the
joy of selling their work, and to smile as
they greet customers in their wonderful
gallery. Please consider being juried
into and joining this successful group of
artists.

Hell,
if I’d
jumped on
all the dames
I’m supposed
to have
jumped on,
I’d have had
no time
to go
fishing.

		

Vehicles:

WFD – Rescue 4
WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers
Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain
Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I
Dennis Croteau, EMT-I
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– Clark Gable

Marmot-Mania
Marmot: rodent, i.e. woodchuck or
groundhog
Punxsutawney: Town in west central
Pennsylvania
February 2 – Groundhog Day
March 20 – Spring Equinox
And so the myth that the groundhog
would show itself on February 2 and
predict how much longer winter would
last was born. Oh, one more known fact:
groundhogs mate only once a year and
that time is early Spring.
So,
along come some guys in
Pennsylvania who decide they can make
money every February 2 if they call these
Marmots groundhogs, and get people
to believe they can predict the length of
winter. They build a groundhog condo in
Punxsutawney and say their groundhog
has the ability to predict when Spring will
start. (Note: At the same time, the term
woodchuck is changed to refer to a twolegged humanoid with questionable
class and intelligence. Anyone who
places any dependence on the length
of winter based on whether or not a
chunky, brown marmot sees his shadow
on February 2 certainly is a woodchuck.)
Inasmuch as it is a dull time of year
news-wise, the media jumps at the story.
Everyone figures this is more exciting
than the New Hampshire Presidential
primary race. So, these Pennsylvania
guys move two groundhogs into the
underground condo, name them Phil
and Phyl, and sit back and wait for
February 2.
Now, if these guys in Pennsylvania
didn’t beat on the groundhogs’ living
quarters with a big club, the poor
groundhog would not even know what
day it was. Or would he? Some people
question whether the groundhog is a
male or a female, so the guys put one of
each sex into the den. When asked how
he knows which one actually appears,
he says he had observed the following
narrative through an observation port:
While the news media is setting
up, Phil is sound asleep and snoring
contentedly. Phyl, however, is awakened
by all the noise and commotion and
naturally starts jabbing Phil to go out

and see what the heck is going on. Poor
marmot-pecked Phil (same as henpecked
in humans) staggers out; he becomes
blinded by all the lights, and falls back
into the hole.
“It must be February 2nd. I saw a whole
bunch of humans with long shadows.”
At this point, Phil starts getting
excited, remembering that it’s nearing
Spring which means groundhog mating
season. So Phil turns to Phyl. “And if it is
February, you know what that means for
us groundhogs,” Phil says as he snuggles
up to Phyl.
“Not this year, dear, I have a horrible
headache. Go back to sleep and when
you wake up in six weeks the urge will
be gone!”
If you go to Punxsutawney today, you
will find poor old Phil all alone. If he
looks bewildered, stop and think about
it. Wouldn’t you -- after waiting all year
for February to arrive, waking up to find
yourself all alone except for a bunch of
media people expecting you to predict
the coming of Spring, and all you have
on your mind is mating?
If there is such a thing as reincarnation,
I hope I do not come back as a
groundhog!

Born:

Legislator
Contact Information:
Senator Molly Kelly

107 N. Main St.
Room 120
Concord NH 03301
(603) 271-2166
molly.kelly@leg.state.nh.us
www.mollykelly.com

Representative Paul Berch

956 River Road
Westmoreland, NH  03467-4408
(603)399-4960
pberch@myfairpoint.net

Representative Mike Abbott
Tower Hill Road
Hinsdale, NH 03451
(603)336-7090
amsabb@hotmail.com

Representative Tara Sad
82 North Road
Walpole, NH  03608-4705
(603)756-4861
tara.eric@gmail.com

Representative Lucy Weber
217 Old Keene Road
Walpole NH 03608
lwmcv@comcast.net

Amorielle Yasmine Silva, December 16
to Lindsey McGill and Jamey Sliva.
Her proud grandparents are Hope and Ken McGill.
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The Bottom Line
Look for the Walpole Clarion at: Galloway Real Estate, Jake’s Market & Deli, Walpole Wash ‘N Dry, Real to Reel,
Costume Ladies, Kasper Law Offices, Walpole Town Hall, Walpole Library & Village Square Booksellers in Bellows Falls.

