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Walpole’s Oldest 
Citizen… 

There’s Still Time!
Steve Dalessio, Chairman of the 

Walpole Selectboard, recently told the 
Clarion that the town’s oldest citizen, 
recognized with the honor of holding 
the Boston Post Cane, will be decided at 
the Selectboard’s meeting on Thursday, 
December 3.

If you are in your late 90s, or know of 
a Walpole resident in his or her tenth 
decade, please contact the Selectman’s 
office at 756-3672. Since 1909 in many 
New England towns, the oldest citizen 
has been recognized with this tradition 
established by the Editor    
and Publisher of The    
Boston Post, Edwin A.    
Grozier. 

           – Ray Boas

Garbage Issue 
Unresolved

At its regularly scheduled meeting 
on October 13, the Walpole Planning 
Board reopened its Public Hearing for 
the Ruggiero Processing Facility in the 
industrial park at the southern end of 
Walpole. More than 60 people were in 
attendance in the audience. Ruggiero’ 
attorney, Mr. Tom Hanna of Keene, was 
asked by board vice-chair Robert Miller, 
“Does that mean our site plan and zoning 
has no weight?” Mr. Hanna replied, “Yes, 
that’s pretty much it.” Later in the meeting, 
resident Adrian Basora said, (quoting the 
minutes of the meeting) “Mr. Hanna was 
insulting our intelligence here because 
he is alleging that we had no grounds to 
stand on.” Basora later said, “I find it hard 
to believe there is no action the town 
can take to stop this.”

On Wednesday, September 16, the 
eighth grade at Walpole Elementary 
School went to Cold River to determine 
the health of the Cold River post-flood. 
As both a student and a community 
member, I am writing to share our results. 

The Cold River was the site of a 
huge flood in 2005 which changed the 
dynamics of the river. It started in a 
culvert which backed up the river into 
a 40-acre lake that sprang up overnight. 
The culvert was huge, 12 feet in diameter, 
but the onslaught of water was too 
much for the culvert to dump into the 
already overflowing Warren Brook. The 
lake reached so high that it threatened 
to drown the horses in a nearby horse 
farm; however, when the lake got almost 
up to the top of the farm’s hill, the water 
suddenly sank quite quickly. The 12-foot 
culvert had unscrewed itself because of 
the force of the water, and washed out 
the bridge spanning the gap. A fifteen-
foot wall of water sped down the brook, 
wiping out houses and taking cars. The 
water then flowed to the Alstead Bridge, 
wiping that out and dumping its houses 
there. The water at its peak was 27 feet 
high, and three feet above the bridge. 
The damage was eventually clear: four 
people had died, cars and houses had 
been washed away, trees uprooted, and 
bridges demolished. This every-500-year 
flood had devastated Alstead and the 
surrounding towns. Twelve inches of 
rain from the storm had washed people 
away. 

Moving forward from that tragic 
history, we set out to see how the river is 
doing on its tenth anniversary.  We used 
a variety of tests, the most important of 
which were counting the invertebrates, 
calculating the Taxa Richness, EPT 
Richness, and Relative Density. The 
conclusion I drew from the Cold River is 
that (in scientific terms) it is doing well.Because of the Thanksgiving Holidays, 

our Submission deadline for the 

December issue is November 19.
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Walpole Art After School
Art After School, the hugely successful 

art enrichment program sponsored by 
St. John’s Episcopal Church, begins its 
10th year with an exciting transition! 
The program has grown so much 
that it is now an independent non-
profit art enrichment program for first 
through sixth-graders in Walpole and 
surrounding communities. The program 
will always have a home with St John’s 
and will continue to meet in the St John’s 
Parish Hall on 26 Elm Street. We have a 
new name – Walpole Art After School –
and a new Facebook page with the same 
name. Our new website can be found 
at walpoleartafterschool.org. We are 
grateful to Kelli Wilson for designing our 
new communication methods. The staff 
remains the same with new titles: Susan 
Kershaw is the Executive Director and 
Racheal Scott is Creative Director.

This new transition opens up the 
possibility of a second weekly session, 
perhaps focusing on  enhancing art skills 
for young artists who show particular 
talent, or for specialized groups such as 
sewing or quilting. 

As a non-profit organization, Walpole 
Art After School depends on the 
generosity of parents and community 
members. Consider making a difference 
in the life of a young artist with a gift 
to the Walpole Art After School 2016 
Fund. The cost of sponsoring one young 
artist’s participation: one month - $50; 
one semester - $200; two semesters - $400.

Donations are tax-deductible and 
checks may be made out to Walpole Art 
After School, c/o St John’s Church, PO Box 
179, Walpole, NH 03608. St John’s is acting 
as our fiscal manager. All Walpole Art 
After School funds are held in a savings 
account separate from church accounts.  
In addition, plans for an adult version 
are underway. Racheal and Susan will 
lead a fundraising evening on Thursday, 
December 3, from 7 - 9 pm at St John’s 
Parish Hall, called Glittery Baubles. They 
will teach techniques for using alcohol 
inks to create gorgeous glass ornaments 
and fabulous pendants. The creative 
results will make great Christmas gifts. 
The proceeds from this event will go to 
support the 2016 budget for Walpole Art 
After School. The event fee is $50, and 
includes all materials and dessert.

Future events include painting birch 
scenes using masking techniques and 
making exquisite tissue paper bowls 
using collage techniques. Dates for 
these winter events will be announced 
later. Please contact Executive Director 
Susan Kershaw for more information or 
to register for the Dec 3 event: 756-2962 
or susankershaw54@gmail.com. 

               – Susan Kershaw

FMEEA
Dinner Auction
Each year in the fall the Fall Mountain 

Educational Endowment Association 
hosts its annual dinner auction at the 
Walpole Town Hall. This year’s event 
will take place at 5:30pm on Saturday, 
November 14. Dinner will be catered by 
the FM District Food Service. Students 
from the Hospitality Club will serve guests 
and do dishes before and after the meal.  
Anyone may attend. Reservations are a 
must, and may be made by emailing us 
at fmeeassoc@gmail.com, or by calling 
Pat Royce at 826-4831. The cost for meal, 
including hors d’oeuvres, and auction 
entertainment by Phil & Janet Warren, is 
$30.00 per person.  BYOB.

We have a variety of fine art, theatre 
and dining opportunities, gift certificates 
for services, zip-lining adventures, Randy 
Adams’ Silverwood tree, golf and ski 
passes and many more items in both 
silent and live auctions. Come support 
us and our Fall Mountain students!

We thank the many individuals and 
businesses who make this fundraiser a 
huge success time and again.

Fall Grants Awarded
The best part of being a board member 

of the Fall Mountain Educational 
Endowment Association is awarding 
grants to our teachers and students in 
the district. This happens in the spring 
and fall of each year. The Board met 
mid-October to review the twelve 
applications submitted. Of these, nine 
were granted and another deferred until 
more information is received. Awards 
totaled $ 8,934.42. The following grants 
were partially or fully funded:
Fort Ticonderoga, Vilas, 30 students, 
$785.00; Mary Poppins @ Northern Stage, 
NCCS,15 students, $280.00; Romeo & 
Juliet @ KSC, CMS, 55 students, $600.00; 
Mad Scientist, No. Walpole, 100 students, 
$1,080.00; Rockefeller Center, FMRHS, 
46 students, $1,708.60; Palace Theatre, 
Manchester, Walpole, 32 students, 
$660.00; Magic of Nutrition, Acworth, 
Alstead, Vilas, Sarah Porter, 260 students, 
$1,635.00; Conn Science Center, NCCS, 82 
students, $1,685.82; Body Works, FMRHS,  
25 students, $500.00.

Once again, FMEEA thanks all those 
who have contributed money, goods, 
services and time to make these 
programs happen in our district without 
tax dollars.  – Pat Royce

Knowledge speaks, but wisdom listens.
  – Jimi Hendrix
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Historical Society 
The Walpole Historical Society Museum 

and Gift Shop are officially closed for 
the winter season.   However ,we are 
open for a few special events coming up 
soon, so check your calendars and mark 
Saturday, November 21, for our Walpole 
Community Shopping Days.  We will be 
open 9am-2pm along with several other 
organizations.  We will feature Christmas 
gifts, ornaments, candles, napkins and 
many other locally-crafted items in our 
shop.  We also will have a door prize again 
as last year.  Parking is up the hill behind 
the building or on the street across from 
the Museum. Please come and shop 
with us.  We also will be open for the 
December 5 community shopping day.    

Although  we are closed, if at any time 
you feel you need or want to shop in the 
Gift Shop, please call Joan or Sally – or 
one of our other Board members- and 
we will open  up the shop for you.  

At this time, we would like to thank 
everyone for supporting our Museum 
and Gift shop- especially the wonderful 
members and volunteers who have 
provided many hours of staffing our 
building all Summer and Fall.  Many 
thanks to those who have worked all 
through the year to come up with 
a theme, put together the great 
exhibit and now to work together 
in taking it down- cleaning it, 
cataloging and storing it.  The 
Ephemera Committee has also 
been hard at work throughout 
the year to sort through all the 
many artifacts, memorabilia and 
documents and to organize our 
library.  Thanks to all. 

                 – Board of Directors of WHS

Monadnock Conservancy
Film Screening
The Monadnock Conservancy, as part 

of the Monadnock Farm and Community 
Coalition’s (MFCC) Feast on This! Film 
Festival, will host a community screening 
of Growing Local in Walpole on Saturday, 
November 14, at 7 pm. The screening is 
part of a week-long event that educates 
our community about the diverse issues 
affecting our national, regional, and local 
food and agricultural systems. Films were 
chosen that will spark conversation and 
action around building stronger local, 
regional, and sustainable food systems.

The critically acclaimed documentary, 
Growing Local, directed by Bridget 
Besaw of Seedlight Pictures, examines 
the challenges of creating a sustainable 
local food system through the eyes of 
three diverse Maine food producers: an 
organic dairy farm owned by a father/
son team, an artisanal butcher using 
innovative methods to market local 
meat, and a young farm couple’s efforts 
to create a thriving community food hub. 
The film will be shown on the second 
floor of the Hastings House, which is only 
accessible by stairs. The screening will be 
immediately followed by a moderated 
panel discussion featuring local farmers.

Film attendees are also encouraged to 
bring nonperishable food donations to 
be distributed to area food pantries. 

For more information, please contact 
Stacy Gambrel at 357-0600, ext. 106, or 
stacy@monadnockconservancy.org

For information and updates on 
the Feast on This! Film Festival, visit 
the event page, www.facebook.com/
2015FeastonThis!              – Stacy Gambrel 

photo provided

The Library Book Sale attracted 
many – in search of a good book 

and a bargain
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Chickens on the Loose
On Saturday, October 17, the annual 

Chickens on the Loose 5K Run took place 
in Walpole. Racers of all ages flocked to 
the Walpole Middle School to raise funds 
for the Parent Teacher Group (PTG). 

Thirty minutes past ten o’clock, 228 
runners began the 3.1-mile event that 
led them through the scenic town of 
Walpole. With the trees just beginning to 
change color and the weather crisp and 
cold, it was the perfect day for running. 
Veteran runner James Ronning enjoys 
the competition. The 8th grader, who 
has participated on the school’s track 
and field team for the last three years, 
estimated that this year’s turnout beat 
last year’s by nearly 50 people. 

Participants ranged in age from babies 
in strollers to senior citizens and were 
placed in two separate age groups: 
preschool to 4th grade, and 5th grade 
and beyond. For the younger group, this 
year’s winner was Ledger Willette with a 
time of 22:48, while Heidi Westover won 
the older division with a time of 18:23. 
Early registrants received a Chickens on 
the Loose t-shirt, but all runners received 
a free BBQ lunch provided by the Walpole 
PTG to help replace all those burned 
calories. 

Carnival games like Plinko, Toilet Paper 
Toss, and an obstacle course kept the fun 
going even after the race was completed. 
Many local businesses such as Cold Water 
Materials, Bensonwood, Whitney Blake, 
and Janciewicz & Sons donated items 
that were raffled off at the end of the 
day. When asked what her favorite part 
of the day was, Fall Mountain Regional 
High School freshman Shylene Winship 
could not pin down just one thing. “I love 
to run. I love all of it,” said Winship. 

Overall, the Walpole Parent Teacher 
Group raised $500.00 which goes to 
support field trips, equipment, and 
fun events for the students of Walpole. 
Although the day began bitterly cold, 
the community of Walpole once again 
turned out to show its support.  

  – Maria Mendez

Left: winner Heidi Westover  
nears the finish line;  

above, some runners took  
more adventurous paths 

WES REpoRtER

When the chickens are loosed, it’s not safe to be in the way…
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A Christmas Carol 
Cancelled — but read on...
Mr. Dickens will not be in Walpole 

this December to read his classic tale, A 
Christmas Carol.  You may recall that last 
year the show, produced and directed 
by Ray Boas and Tara Sad, was short of 
cast members and almost cancelled. The 
required additional actors were found, 
however, and the 7th annual production 
went on.

Sadly, this year only 25 percent of the 
needed forty people arrived to audition. 
Previous cast members had moved, 
others told us of conflicting plans, and 
many of the younger cast members have 
grown out of their parts and are involved 
in other school activities. In an email to 
all Walpole Players and friends, Ray and 
Tara reported, “It is with heavy hearts 
that there will not be A Christmas Carol 
this year. … A Christmas Carol has always 
been a gift from the Walpole Players to 
the town, and one that we hope you 
have all enjoyed. We will be encouraging 
contributions from the community to 
the Fall Mountain Food Shelf and Our-
Place Drop-In Center to help make up 
the loss from the production this holiday 
season.” It was a great seven-year run, 
bringing $24,197 in cash donations to 
the Fall Mountain Food Shelf and Our-
Place Drop-In Center.

Out of disappointment and discussion, 
however, a plan was hatched to allow The 
Walpole Players’ audiences to continue 
to make their donations to the food 
shelves, while at the same time helping 
to support our town retailers during this 
festive season.

Announcing The Walpole Players’ 
 8th Annual Holiday Fundraiser! 

(in its newest iteration) 
From now through December 12, you 

are encouraged to make a donation to the 
Fall Mountain Food Shelf and Our-Place 
Drop-in Center at several locations in the 
Walpole Village. You will in turn receive 
the opportunity to win a $250 Shopping 
Spree in $10 increments redeemable at 
Walpole village merchants until January 
31, 2016.  For a $10 donation, the donor 
will receive one entry form; $25 - three 
entries; and $50 - six entries. The winner’s 
name will be drawn on December 12th, 
and contacted by telephone. The winner 
may use the $10 coupons at any or all of 
the participating merchants. 

In this way, it is hoped that The Walpole 
Players will be able to help make sure 
the shelves of our local food pantries are 
fully stocked this year. The Players hope 
the nearly $4,000 raised each past year 
with A Christmas Carol can be duplicated 
through this fundraising effort. And, as 
always, 100% of your donation is going 
to help feed your neighbors in need. The 
Shopping Spree is being provided by an 
anonymous donor.

Donations may be made (you will 
receive a receipt for your donation) and 
entry forms obtained at: Joanie Joan’s 
Baked Goods Company, Village Blooms, 
Costume Ladies, and Galloway Real 
Estate. Participating merchants will be 
detailed in next month’s CLARION. 

It is hoped that the generosity of the 
Walpole community will continue for this 
eighth season, and again approach – or 
top – $4,000 for these worthy causes.

In the words of Tiny Tim, ‘God Bless Us 
Everyone!’      – Ray Boas

True terror is to wake up one morning  
and discover your high school class  

is running the country.
   – Kurt Vonnegut

Not all the chickens in the race were running

The tutu did not 
 slow her down

Some very young participants  
were escorted around the course
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Halloween came early to more than 
160 local young children and their 
families at the Walpole Village School’s 
4th annual Spooktacula event.

The Walpole Village School, which 
educates local pre-school children ages 
2 through pre-Kindergarten and also 
provides aftercare to older children, was 
transformed into a Halloween carnival. 
Children and their families enjoyed face-
painting, craft activities, science projects, 
cookie-decorating, a costume parade, 
and hay rides around the community. A 

barbecue lunch was available 
and children also played 
on the school’s outdoor 
playground.

In addition to the children’s 
activities during the day, the 
school also invited middle-
school students for an evening 
dance event. About twenty 
young people participated 
in games and dancing at the 
school.

Tractors hauled families around 
the village while costumed children 
enjoyed activities and treats at the 
Village School.
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The Walpole Village School has been 
in the community for more than 40 
years, providing a safe and stimulating 
environment for children to learn 
and socialize. It continues to provide 
guidance to allow children to make 
kind, respectful choices in their school 
community. Children are challenged to 
explore the classroom space through 
a variety of age-appropriate, themed 
activities. We encourage our children and 

families to work cooperatively 
with each other, the school, 
the community, and the 
environment to have a positive 
impact in the world. With your 
help we’d like to see the school 
continue to support the children 
of Walpole and the surrounding 
towns for another 40 years.

   – Kim DeRego

photo provided Above, the limbo at the middle school dance;  
below, a few of the scarecrows around town.

A balloon wand bigger  
than its owner
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship  
756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com  
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

All Saints Parish  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon., 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am  
St. Peter Church, North Walpole; 
Tues. 8am, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 8:30am  
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown 
Confessions: Thurs., 4:45-5:20 pm, 
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm, St. Peter
St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Communion Service: Wednesday, NooN 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Lisa Mobayed, M.Div.  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday:  1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday:  9:00 am - 1:00 pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 pm

The Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet at the 

First Congregational Church in Walpole 
at noon on Monday, November 16, for 
a potluck luncheon.  Everyone is asked 
to bring a contribution for the Fall 
Mountain Food Shelf and a dish to share 
with the members. We will be hosting 
“The Silvertones,” a singing group from 
Charlestown.  We hope you can join us for 
a home-cooked meal, friendly fellowship 
and a variety of great music. 

   – Janet Martin

Walpole Unitarian
Family First Sunday: 
When:  Sunday, November 1, 10 am

Where:  Hastings House, on Union 
Street behind the WUC

What: All Soul’s Halloween Costume 
breakfast!  Face painting! Costume box 
to recycle! Everyone is encouraged to 
bring something that could be turned 
into a costume or part of a costume. We 
will discuss repurposing things as a part 
of our care of the earth’s resources.  We 
will hear about the UUA “Guest at the 
Table” program – an annual fundraising 
and education program that supports 
human rights work.

Early Holiday News…
Every year the Walpole Unitarian 

Church celebrates the Christmas season 
in a variety of ways.  We provide worship 
services both in the church and at the 
labyrinth constructed in the ballroom of 
Hastings House. We invite the Walpole 
community to join us!

Holiday worship services:
Sunday, Dec 20, at 4 pm, there will be 

a Vespers service in the church on Main 
Street.  Time for peace and reflection!

Thursday, Dec 24, at 4:30 pm – Christmas 
Eve! Our traditional service of carols and 
readings, led by Rev. Lisa Mobayed.  
Every year we have a small choir, and we 
invite any members of the community to 
join us.  

Choir details:
The choir, led by WUC Music Director 

Marcia Oster, will sing two pieces.  There 
are three rehearsals scheduled: the first 
will be on Dec 13 at 11:30 am, after the 
morning worship service; the second 
will be on Dec 20 at 3:00 pm, before the 
Vespers service; the third will be the run-
through on Christmas Eve, Dec 24 at 3:00 
pm before the worship service.

Call Antonia Andreoli at 756-9036 or 
398-7134 if you have any questions.

  – Antonia Andreoli

Walpole Library
Non-Fiction History Book Group
A new book club in town is looking 

for 6-8 members – A Non-Fiction History 
reading group exploring Ancient, Current, 
and Future History. Meetings will be held 
at the Library on the 1st Tuesday of each 
month, 7 – 9 pm, with our first meeting of 
the season on Tuesday, November 3.

The meetings will be patterned along 
the following:

On his or her own, each member will 
select and present the monthly subject: 
a book, a scholarly article, a historical 
opinion, a theory, a map, or a “What If” 
scenario. The subject can be narrow 
or broad, such as the saga of finding 
a cure for Tuberculosis, “If Lincoln had 
not freed the Slaves,” “Nickel and Dimed 
– or not getting by in America,” or The 
Peloponnesian Wars.  The member will 
present a summary and pose the initial 
discussion questions. Two months in 
advance of the meeting, the Library 
Director, Justine Rogers, will have to 
be notified of the book, article or study 
materials required in order to get copies.

The subject and source material for 
the Tuesday, November 3, material are as 
follows: Flashpoints: The Emerging Crisis 
in Europe by George Friedman (2015). 
Doubleday, ISBN 0-385-53633-X

Justine has reached out for inter-
library “loaners” and ordered one copy 
for Walpole. Put your name in and reserve 
a copy of this book, which is hot off the 
press.             – Ron MacLachlan

All you need is love;  
but a little chocolate  

now and then doesn’t hurt.
  – Charles M. Schulz
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         Walpole 

Wellness
St John’s Episcopal

Thanksgiving Food Drive 
Benefits Fall Mountain Food Shelf

Thanksgiving is literally a time of 
giving thanks by giving to others. On 
Sunday, November 8, at 11:30 am, Walpole 
community members are invited to 
meet on the Common near the gazebo 
for a gathering of food to benefit the 
Fall Mountain Food Shelf’s Thanksgiving 
effort. There will be a brief blessing of 
the food. Please bring a bag of food with 
a selection of  seasonal favorites such as 
boxed potato mix, canned yams, canned 
vegetables, canned pumpkin, pie crust 
mix, pie filling, stuffing mix, chicken stock 
or broth, juice, cranberry jelly. Checks to 
cover the cost of turkeys may be made 
out to Fall Mountain Food Shelf, PO 
Box 191, Alstead, NH 03602. This event 
is sponsored by the Walpole Unitarian 
Church, St John’s Episcopal Church, and 
First  Congregational Church.
Holiday Fair

St John’s Episcopal Church, 26 Elm 
Street, will host the annual Holiday Fair 
on Saturday, November 21, from 9 am 
until 2 pm. The fair will feature favorites 
such as the Cookie Walk where shoppers 
will find a marvelous assortment of 
homemade cookies, the Bakery Table 
with delicious homemade pies, tortes 
and breads, and the Canning Corner 
with yummy locally-made jams and 
pickles. Coffee and fresh-baked muffins 
will be available throughout the day. 
The lunch menu includes hot dogs and 
chips or chili and salad. The Fair isn’t all 
about food, though. St. John’s has many 
creative parishioners who have been 
fashioning stunning jewelry and lovely 
ornaments, and beautiful knitted and 
sewn items, all of which would make 
great Christmas gifts. The Nature Table 
will feature locally made wreaths and 
stunning outdoor decorations. A raffle 
will feature many handmade items, 
including a crib-size quilt. Walpole Art 
After School will have a table featuring 
the work of local artists, with proceeds 
to benefit the successful art enrichment 
program that works with first through 
sixth-graders in Walpole. Please come to 
the Holiday Fair on Saturday,November 
21, from 9 - 2. There are other fairs that 
day, so plan on making the holiday 
rounds in Walpole, visiting the Mistletoe 
Mart at First Congregational Church, the 
fair at the Walpole Historical Society, and 
the Orchard School Craft Fair at Town 
Hall.

Friendly Friday 
Change of Location!
This month’s Friendly Friday will be 

November 20, 5:30-7:30 pm in the Walpole 
Primary School Community Room

Rev. Craig and his family invite Walpole 
area families of all kinds to join us monthly 
for an evening of games, food and 
fellowship. Take a night off from cooking 
a full dinner and kick back with your kids 
and other families. Bring a favorite side 
dish or main dish to share. We’ll provide 
drinks and dessert. On November 20, 
we’ll meet down at the “Little School” 
(Walpole Primary) due to Mistletoe Mart 
at the church. That night, Rev. Craig will 
teach about Advent and every family will 
make its own Advent wreath to use at 
home when the season starts on Sunday, 
November 29. Additional Friendly Fridays 
will be on December 11 and January 22 
at the church. For more information 
about Friendly Friday, please call or email 
the church: 756-4075, walpolechurch@
yahoo.com.  – Jenn Breismeister

Greetings from the Wellness Center!
There are many changes happening 

in our little town,  and soon yoga will be 
taught at my office.

I will start with two classes every 
Tuesday at 8:30 am and 4:30 pm.  A 3rd 
class may be added on Tuesday,  starting 
at 5:30 pm if there is an overflow.  First 
class begins November 3rd.

All classes cost $10.  There are only 8 
spaces available per class,  so it’s a first 
come,  first serve classroom.

I will start at the very beginning to 
teach the precepts of body mechanics.  
We will use yoga blocks,  thera bands,  
tennis balls,  foam rollers, and straps to 
engage your muscles properly.

The postures are simple  but intense 
in that they activate every fiber of your 
muscles from the origin to the insertion.  
You will learn to move safely in your 
body,  no matter your physical activity.

I am open to adding as many classes as 
needed.  I can cater to elderly,  children,  
small groups,  and recovering injured 
students. 

I just completed having “surround 
sound”   mirrors encircling the classroom.  
That gives you two cues:  verbal  and 
visual. You will learn by watching yourself 
in the mirror while being cued by my 
voice.

This will be a great start up class for 
anyone interested in gaining muscle 
tone and fitness this winter.

You may contact me @ snowfrye@
gmail.com  or 756-2538.

Take care  and see you at the Wellness 
Center!
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W.R.A.P.
You might not see many kids out 

volunteering at the recycling center, 
but they are there - little swarms of 
them. Every year, a new cohort of 
Santa’s helpers, so to speak, sets about 
collecting and sorting a sizable stream 
of recyclables that would otherwise be 
headed for landfills with a stop at your 
pocketbook along the way. 

Santa’s invisible helpers are hiding 
out in the hallways of your local schools. 
They haven’t always been there, but in 
2010 (with a little help from Mike Lewis 
of the school district and the staff at the 
Walpole Recycling Center), the district 
began a full-fledged recycling program 
in all four attendance areas. 

Each attendance area is somewhat 
different, but for the most part 5th 
graders (except at the high school of 
course) collect and sort the usuals of 
glass, paper and plastics. These are stored 
in boxed trailers and are delivered to the 
Walpole Recycling Center on about a 
weekly basis. Of course, this results in an 
additional savings for Walpole, as about 
15 - 20 tons of recyclable materials are 
added to Walpole’s annual output.

The recycling program produced an 
immediate savings of more than $20,000 
for the school district in money it was 
spending to get rid of its trash. Nothing 
wrong with that. It’s one of those win-
win situations, although you could add 
on two more wins there: one for the 
environment, which has 20 fewer tons 
of refuse to absorb, and one for the 
young kids who learn something about 
preserving their planet.

There are a few offsetting costs to the 
program, but those are very minor. The 
district had to pay for four boxed trailers, 
some recycling bins, and the time it takes 
for the weekly round-up of the trailers. In 
the main, the district now saves quite a 
bit of money every year by recycling so 
much of its trash.

In the few short years since it began, 
the district recycling program has earned 
at least three separate awards. Mike 
Lewis, Dori Ferreira in Alstead, and Sean 
Bordeur-Stevens in Charlestown have all 
been recognized for their efforts by the 
NRRA, the principal recycling agency in 
the northeast.

So, even though we can’t really see 
them, thank you to all the little helpers 
of the Fall Mountain School District.

   – Joe Beer

At the outset of the meeting, 
Selectboard representative to the 
Planning Board Steve Dalessio asked 
if the map shown to the board was the 
latest drawing of the proposal. The map 
shown did not match what was on file. 
Near the conclusion of the hearing, Mr. 
Dalessio said, “we are in no position to 
make a decision until we get the right 
map, truly the right documentation.” 

Board member Dennis Marcom then 
moved to defer the decision until such 
time as a discussion could be held 
with the town lawyer about the town’s 
authority, the ZBA authority, and until 
the board has a complete site plan 
review and correct documentation to 
assess how it relates to the comments 
and decisions made by the Department 
of Environmental Services (DES.) The 
motion was seconded by Mr. Aldrich and 
unanimously agreed to by the Board.

It is anticipated that the pressure 
exerted by neighbors to the industrial 
park, and concerned citizens throughout 
the town will continue.             – Ray Boas

 

Continued from Page 1: Garbage Issue

Hooper Hill Hoppers
Snowmobile Club
Summer has come to a close and Fall 

is here so it’s that time of year to take an 
inventory of our bridges and trails to see 
what needs attention. One end of the 
bridge behind Agway was taken out by 
high water from a beaver dam and will 
need repair. We did apply for summer 
Grant and Aid and we were awarded 
$0.00 so we have our work cut out for 
us on the fundraising side. There will be 
a new trail and bridge this year on Rice 
Mountain just after you cross Valley Road 
heading for Alstead. It will be a nice 
change with no having to ride on any of 
the plowed road up the mountain.

Late last Fall the club installed an 
Information Board on the trail behind 
Pinnacleview Equipment and dedicated 
it during our Poker Run event: The George 
Graves Memorial Information Center, in 
memory of one of the club’s earliest 
members. During the riding season this 
is where you will find our latest news, 
announcements and photos.

Starting in January you will need to 
join the club online only. To help with 
this transition, the club voted at our last 
meeting to purchase three tablets to 
lend out to local businesses that do the 
registrations. If you are already computer 
savvy you will be able to join the club 
online from your home computer or 
smartphone and print out a voucher 
that you will then need to bring with 
you when you register your sleds. We 
will no longer be providing club cards. 
This will also make it easier for those who 
don’t ride, but join to support our club 
because they use the trails during the 
winter for walking, cross country skiing, 
snowshoeing & dog sledding.

Keep an eye on our website for 
meeting schedules and events for the 
winter months. Upcoming events will 
also be posted on our Facebook page. If 
the Farmer’s Almanac is correct we could 
be in for above average snowfall this 
season. think snow! – Mike Powers

photo provided

If you do 
something, expect 

consequences.
  – Larry King
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Initially, we tested the water chemistry, 
specifically the pH. The pH determines 
how acidic or basic the material is on a 
scale of 1 to 14, 1 being the most acidic 
and 14 being the most basic. Lemon juice 
is about a 2 on the scale, which seems 
high, but a 2 is ten times the acidity of a 
3, a 3 is ten times the acidity of a 4, and so 
on. Water and saliva are 7, which means 
they are neither basic nor acidic. Certain 
animals can’t stand a certain amount of 
acidity or alkalinity and have to be within 
a narrow range to survive.  That is why we 
tested the pH of the river, finding it to be 
a 5 -- which is okay for a river or stream, 
especially when it had been polluted 
for so long. Pollutants can dramatically 
intensify the pH of a water source.

As was said, invertebrate water animals 
cannot tolerate past a certain pH level and 
even more so, the pollution level. There 
are three main categories invertebrates 
fall under: pollution intolerant (the good 
guys), pollution semi-intolerant (the 
middle man), and pollution tolerant (the 
icky bad guys). We tried to see which 
category the Cold River fell into, the ideal 
being mostly intolerant, some semi-, and 
no tolerant. We found the case to be that 
the river was overwhelmingly intolerant 
(87%) with some semi-intolerant (11%) 
and almost no tolerant organisms (2%).  
If there were any pollution, the pollution 

intolerant population would not be 
present.  With 87% of the invertebrate 
community being pollution intolerant, 
this alone shows that the Cold River is 
doing great.

The flood scoured the whole river and 
carried the animals and plants away with 
it. As the recovery began to happen, 
the non-native plants decided that all 
this open space could be used. A plant 
called the Japanese Knotweed infested 
the area, trying to choke out the native 
plants and invade the home of native 
plants. We saw that Japanese Knotweed 
lined certain areas, but the native plants 
had covered the bank on the opposite  
side and the forest surrounding us. It was  
a welcome surprise to see any native 
plants competing with this invasive species.

The last part, the hard data, is the 
most telling. We calculated the relative 
density, taxa richness, EPT richness, and 
percent composition. Relative density 
is the simplest. It is just the number of 
invertebrates and it determines if the site 
is overpopulated.  Less than 400 is great, 
400 to 800 is good, and greater than 800 
is bad because the higher the number, 
the more the population is exploding 
from pollution. We got 173 invertebrates, 
which is awesome. 

Taxa richness is a bit more complicated. 
That is the number of families present -- 

different types of the same invertebrate 
plus all of the other invertebrate 
variations. This determines how diverse 
the population is. Excellent is more 
than 20, great is 19-15, good is 14-10, 
and bad is fewer than 10.  We had 19 
families, which showed that diversity 
is Good.  Generally, the more diverse a 
community the more stable it is, and the 
better-equipped it is to withstand any 
changes in the ecosystem. 

Finally, EPT richness is the number 
of families of caddis flies, mayflies, and 
stoneflies. Excellent is greater than 12, 
great is 11-10, good is 9-6, and bad is 
fewer than 5. Taxa Richness and EPT 
Richness are important because they help 
you determine the health of the stream 
by looking at the diversity of important 
pollution intolerant invertebrates. So, we 
aren’t doing so bad with a tally of eight. 
Over all, the hard data tells us we are 
doing great. 

In conclusion, the Cold River was 
seriously wiped out because of the 
flood and has flourished in the years 
since because of the efforts of the 
towns around it. The data that we took 
concluded that the river is being swiftly 
(if it is not already) restored to a healthy 
state. Our very own Cold River is back!

              – Brendan Reagan

Continued from page 1: Cold River

WES REpoRtER
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...about 340 members of
several branches of the Washington 
Benevolent Society of Cheshire County 
celebrated the anniversary of American 
Independence in Walpole on Saturday, 
July 4, 1812? They formed a procession 
and proceeded to the Meeting House 
for exercises before returning in the 
same order “to an artificial bower on 
the common, where the company were 
seated, and partook of an excellent 
entertainment…” George Washington 
was revered nationwide - Walpole’s 
Common is named for him - Washington 
Square.

Established between 1808-1816, the 
Washington Benevolent Societies were 
grass roots political clubs for furthering 
their interests in gaining votes for the 
Federalist Party (which pushed for a 
strong central government). George 
Washington was officially non-partisan 
during his Presidency but he was 
sympathetic to the Federalist program. 
Additionally, from 1812 to 1815 the 
infant United States was again involved 
in conflict with Great Britain, furthering 
the desire for forming morale-building 
societies.

But it gets confusing. Some sources 
indicate that the societies were originally 
secret organizations furthering the 
Federalist Party’s goals. However, as 
the name would suggest, many of 
these benevolent organizations which 
emerged in the Connecticut Valley in the 
early 19th century were formed for the 
purpose of charitable work by people 
with similar interests. The constitution 
for the Washington Benevolent Society 
of Hampden, Massachusetts states in 
part “…performances of those offices of 
charity, kindness, and brotherly affection 
which so well become members of one 
great family … founded on humane 
and benevolent principles, proposing 
the highest model of human excellence 
… cannot fail…” In Portsmouth, NH, 
a “charitable organization; named for 
George Washington” was established 
in 1812 “to provide charity to the sick, 
poor, and imprisoned.” Published in 
Concord, NH, in 1814 was “The text-book 
of the Washington Benevolent Society: 
containing a biography and character 
of George Washington, his Farewell 
address to the people of the United 
States, and the federal Constitution, with 
the amendments,” --  a long title in the 
19th century, but in fact detailing all the 
contents of the book.

Hanging in the Walpole Historical 
Society is the silk banner (measuring 44 
inches by 42 1/2 inches) of the Washington 
Benevolent Society of Walpole, Cheshire 
County, NH, instituted Feb. 7, 1812. A 
bust of Washington appears just under 
a “Temple of Fame,” a symbol associated 
with his image when honoring him after 
his death in 1799. To the left of his bust 
is a plaque inscribed “Charity.” Below the 
scroll are symbols of the new United 
States. To the left is the allegorical figure 
of Columbia, or America, with a sword 
and shield. Symbolizing agriculture are 

sheaves of wheat, a beehive, and plow. 
Commerce is represented by an anchor 
and ship to the right, and a cornucopia 
holds the riches of the young country. 
Below the scroll is Pro Patria — For 
Country.

Dinner followed the exercises on 
Washington Square on July 4, 1812. Toasts 
were drunk, with “each accompanied by 
a discharge of Artillery.” Maj. J. Bellows 
toasted, “Our civil liberties. Never to be 
surrendered but in the last struggle of 
expiring Nature.”
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Joanie Joan’s
What’s New?
If you haven’t been into Joanie Joan’s 

Baked Goods Company lately, you have 
a surprise in store!

Since September 1, along with Joan’s 
yummy baked goods, you can now pick 
up delicious hot soups and chowders 
for your lunch.  And Monday through 
Friday you can pick up her daily lunch 
special.  You can sit and enjoy your lunch 
and watch the town activities outside 
the window, or take it to-go.  Soups are 
ready in the morning for those who need 
to stop on their way into work.  Check 
her Facebook page (Joanie Joan’s Baked 
Goods Company) for the daily offerings, 
or check the sandwich board outside her 
shop at 14 Westminster Street.

Don’t forget Thanksgiving is right 
around the corner, and that means pies!

The Joanie Joan Baked Goods Company 
is now taking orders for pies and other 
baked goods for the Thanksgiving 
holiday.  She has many varieties from 
which to choose.  In addition to the 
traditional Apple and Pumpkin, how 
about Peach, Strawberry-Rhubarb, 
Caramel Apple, or Key Lime?  Joan spent 
the summer making her own mincemeat 
(Yum!), but quantities are limited so if 
you really want a mincemeat pie for 
Thanksgiving, get your order in soon.  
(The deadline for ordering is November 
16.) 

Joanie Joan’s Bake Shop hours are 6:30 
am - 2 pm, Monday - Friday, and 7 am - 1 pm 
on Saturday.

You can contact Joan at 499-1027, 
email her at joanballa@yahoo.com, or 
message her on Facebook.       – Tara Sad

When the Hooper Study Committee 
(appointed by the Selectboard in 
November 2011) met with the Hooper 
Institute in 2012, one suggestion made 
was to form the Friends of Hooper 
Institute. It was felt the Institute was 
not well known, and Walpole residents 
were not familiar with its activities. 
The Institute’s story needed to be told; 
the “Friends” could become the public 
relations arm of the Institute.

The Hooper Institute began in 1930, 
as established by the wills of George 
L. and Mary B. Hooper. George, in 
his will, envisioned a school: “A place 
where agriculture, forestry, botany, the 
development and improvement of the 
soil by planting and reaping may be 
taught to young men and women, and 
where right living and the enjoyment 
of clean and healthy diversions may be 
emphasized.” 

Becky Sethi and Nick Zachary rose to 
the challenge, excited to take on the 
mission of forming the Friends. The 
Friends of the Hooper Institute became 
incorporated, and accepted as a federally 
tax-exempt organization. Hooper Trust 

Funds are limited to programs serving 
Walpole residents, but the Friends, 
through its membership and fund 
drives, can extend its programs beyond 
Walpole’s boundaries, and expand its 
programs to “adults and little youths.”

One of the first projects of the Friends 
of the Hooper Institute is a history project 
to gather documentation, memories, 
photographs and ephemera since the 
Institute’s inception. Sadly, little such 
historical documentation exists. It is 
hoped that with your help, the value 
of the Hooper Institute in the history 
of Walpole and its role in the schools 
and community can be preserved. 
If you have a memory or photo or 
paperwork, please contact Becky Sethi 
at the Friends - HOOPERINSTITUTE@
myfairpoint.net.  And, even more 
importantly, consider joining the 
Friends. Individual memberships are 
$20, a family membership is $40. A 
donation may be made in any amount. 
Send your membership check to Friends 
of Hooper Institute, PO Box 135, Walpole, 
NH 03608.  – Ray Boas

Friends Of The Hooper Institute

Hooper School circa 1930s
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Movie review
Monsterville: Cabinet of Souls 
This movie is perfect for the whole 

family to enjoy over a bowl of candy after 
trick-or-treating on Halloween night. 

In R.L. Stine’s Monsterville: Cabinet of 
Souls, teen friends must resist the spell 
of an evil showman staging a House of 
Horrors show in their small town. 

Dove Cameron plays the protagonist, 
Beth. Beth finds out that the House of 
Horrors is being run by a demon who 
captures young teens for his show each 
year. The demon feeds off their souls. 
His two children, Lilith and Hunter, help 
him collect the teens to turn them into 
ghouls for the show. 

Kellen, played by Braeden Lemasters, 
is in love with Beth and has had a hard 
time trying to ask her out. He has wanted 
to confess his love for her since he was 
ten years-old, when she first moved into 
the house across from his. 

By the end of the movie, the viewer 
will be totally surprised by what happens 
next in this web of love and horrors. I was 
especially fascinated by the scare factor 
of the film. Monsterville: Cabinet of Souls 
was a great movie that will both excite 
and scare families for years to come.  
                   – Shea Gallagher

Walpole Boxer
My name is Abigail O’Brien from 

Contenders Gym in Keene New 
Hampshire. On October 24, I will be 
participating in a live boxing event 
which will take place at Keene High 
School. Bill O’Brien, my father, has been 
putting this event together for more 
than three months, hoping it will prove 
as successful as he dreams it will be. 
Female world champion Shelly Vincent 
will be at the event to sign autographs 
and have pictures taken with attendees 
free of charge. 

Tickets to the event, which sell 
for $10.00 each, allow each person 
in attendance to meet two world 
champions and watch live boxing. Those 
in attendance will also get the chance to 
watch Jennifer Amto compete. Keene’s 
own Jennifer Amto, who fights in the 106 
weight class, is a strong, young mother 
with whom I have become close -- both 
as a friend and fellow boxer. Also boxing 
at the event is Liz Leddy, from Portland, 
Maine. 

Many people say they can get into 
the boxing ring, but they never do. The 
nerves and excitement eat you up as you 
walk up those steps into the ring. The 
nerves fade into pure adrenaline as you 
are brought to the center of the ring and 
touch gloves, and the ref goes quickly 
over the rules. I stare into my opponent’s 
eyes with the coldest gaze I can give. 
Then, the ref ushers you back into your 
corner and the bell rings. 

That is the moment when you feel the 
impact. There is no time to feel scared. 
No fear is allowed. All you bring in there 
is your strength and heart. The rounds 
go like that. In this sport, there is never a 
true loser; you just stepped into the ring 
and gave your all. You are a winner for 
just getting into that ring, for taking that 
chance.   – Abigail O’Brien

Girls’ Soccer 
Tremendous Season Continues
The girls have continued to work hard 

and play with lots of energy. A new 
addition to the team is student Assistant 
coach Spencer Harrington, who has 
provided the team with a motivational 
and supportive boost. 

Walpole beat Dummerston on October 
14. Ella Bushee scored two goals and 
Sophia Bruzgis scored once. The ladies 
then had a wonderful game against 
Marlboro, winning 5-0. 

Hillary Berry and Erin Brady have been 
working hard these past few games. 
The girls tied Chesterfield, 0-0. Olivia 
Dunnigan and Morgan Beauregard did a 
great job working the middle of the field. 
Autumn Cummings stopped everything 
in goal and Shea Pickering had an 
amazing header goal that was narrowly 
saved by the goalie. The Lady Chicks 
have continued to work hard to prepare 
for their Championship Tournament at 
Fall Mountain High School. They will be 
playing Bellows Falls, Charlestown, and 
Sunapee in the tournament.

  – Meghan Spaulding

photo provided

I couldn’t wait for success, so I went ahead without it.
     – Jonathan Winters

Former coaches 
from Springfield 
Boxing Club, 
Bob Obdrzalek, 
Abigail,  
Jason Flood
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Shunpike Marker on the Mohawk Trail,  
Route 2 in Charlemont, MASS

Book Review
…For Young Adults:
     Ordinary Boy by Stacey Longo
Curtis Price leads an ordinary life but 

he is no ordinary kid. Curtis is a good kid 
who lives on the wrong side of the tracks. 
He lives with a mother who cannot afford 
to pay bills or buy food, a Nana that tells 
the best stories, and an annoying older 
sister named Sally. 

Curtis is not a 
popular boy and 
only has a couple 
of friends until 
he meets a fellow 
outsider named 
Al. Al’s family 
has money but 
it lacks a loving 
warmth; and he 
works at a local 
nursing home 
where he cares 
for and loves all 
the residents.

 Al soon falls in love with a girl who falls 
in love with Curtis for the sensitive side 
that Al lacks. Sadly, the decisions that 
the adults in the story make lead to his 
tragic death, truly showing that Curtis is 
no ordinary boy. 

I highly recommend this book. It gave 
me chills and made me want to slap 
around a character or two, maybe three. 
Once you pick this book up, you will have 
an extremely hard time putting it down. 

Ordinary Boy has horror, some romance, 
and good old-fashioned mystery. When I 
finished the book, it left me with a couple 
of questions, which is always a good 
thing in the horror genre. It also means 
that you really care about the characters 
and have developed an attachment to 
their story.             – Abigail O’Brien

Hooper Golf
November is here, everyone! And with 

that comes the close of Hooper Golf 
Course on November 11.  A huge thank- 
you goes to all those who supported 
Hooper G.C. this year. 

FMRHS Golf Team Update:
What a year it was for the Fall Mountain 

Regional High School Golf Team.  From 
the first practice on our home course of 
Hooper G.C. on August 17, it was clear 
we had potential.

The 6 boys on the team, Mitchell Zehr 
(Walpole), Tony Vaitkunas, Nick Phillips 
(Walpole), Aaron Ricci (Walpole), Jake 
Sleezer, and Adam Moody committed 
themselves to work hard and improve 
their skills through practice and devotion 
to one another.

We finished the regular season with 
a 14-4 record, which qualified us for the 
NHIAA Division III Golf Tournament at 
Waukewan Golf Club  in Center Harbor, 
NH, on October 8. The team battled 
hard that day, and although we were 
without our best games no one gave up 
until the last putt dropped. With scores 
of 73-Mitchell Zehr, 80-Tony Vaitkunas, 
93-Nick Phillips, 94-Aaron Ricci, and 109-
Jake Sleezer we were able to forge a 2nd 
place finish with our 340 total score.  

Mitchell Zehr and Tony Vaitkunas 
qualified to go back to Waukewan 
on Saturday, the 10th, for the NHIAA 
Individual Boys Title.  Both players had 
impressive finishes: Mitchell Zehr’s 73-
78, 151 total earned him 2nd place; and 
Tony Vaitkunas’s 80-83, 163 total earned 
him a 7th place finish.  Mitchell Zehr’s 
2nd place finish qualifies him to compete 
in the New Englands, which will be held 
in the spring.

A huge congratulations on a great 
season is in order.  Our top 5 players are 
graduating this year, and I wish them 
much success in all their upcoming golf 
and personal endeavors. See you all in 
the spring!       – Ron Rosko

School Garden  
The Walpole Elementary School garden 

has a total of 15 garden beds, with four 
of those beds in the high tunnel. Some of 
the vegetables that the school grows are 
lettuce, green beans, pumpkins, carrots, 
cucumbers, squash, and many more 
veggies and herbs. Most of the fresh-
grown product goes to the kitchen, 
where the cafeteria staff uses the food 
to produce great meals, from salads to 
cooked summer squash and zucchini.

 Mr. Stan, the guidance counselor for 
Walpole, maintains the garden with 
a selection of students that may vary 
depending on the day or week. The 
students help by watering the garden and 
picking the vegetables for the kitchen to 
use. Sometimes, students will go out as a 
class and work in the garden for half an 
hour of planting, watering, harvesting, 
digging weeds out of the garden, and 
more to keep the garden healthy. 

Eloise, the Walpole sixth grade science 
teacher, wrote a grant and received 
money to purchase the high tunnel. 
It is a part of the Hooper program, 
which benefits students in the region 
by reconnecting them with nature and 
giving them different opportunities to 
serve. 

The reason for a high tunnel is to be 
able to have fresh food all winter long. 
Last winter the school had plenty of 
spinach, kale, chard, and even lettuce 
right up to spring. In the outside beds, 
students grow beans, cucumbers, 
zucchini, squash, pumpkins, carrots, kale, 
and sunflowers. 

Every summer, Mr. Stan and one 
Hooper work student spend 3 hours a 
week in the garden, weeding, mulching, 
and watering so that, when school starts, 
there are lots of fresh food items for the 
students. The school even freezes beans 
for later in the year. The most important 
goal of the Walpole School garden is to 
get students into the garden in order 
to learn how to grow their own fresh 
veggies.         – Charlotte Briggs

   

Your Ad in This Space:
$49.50 per month

on a six-month contract

More than 2,000 copies mailed  
to every address in: 

Walpole, North Walpole & Drewsville 
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in Walpole and Bellows Falls.
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Reader Commentary
Dear Editor,     
My neighbor at Maplewood Assisted 

Living shares her Clarion with me. I 
greatly appreciated Levi Freye’s article, 
“Cecil the Lion Myth vs. Fact”. I hope he 
has sent this to Minnesota papers near 
where Walter Palmer lives.

I am a lady ninety three years old who 
grew up during the great depression 
on a farm in the hills of Vermont. Deer 
destroyed our vegetable gardens, and 
probably still do, pesky Woodchucks 
not only lunched in our gardens but 
made holes that could injur the legs of 
our horses.Then there were the Fox and 
other small vermine who raided our hen 
houses and birds of prey that scooped 
up the baby chicks! Thus there were 
ways to eliminate these pesky creatures! 
My brother earned some money by 
keeping a trap line to catch Muskrats 
and hopefully an ocassional Mink. All 
this became taboo. I am an advocate for 
animal rights and I do not want to see 
species disappear but I also remember 
we needed all the food we could harvest 
in those tough years. So yes people still 
hunt for need and for pleasure. 

The point I am making is that man has 
hunted from necessity and for the sport 
since the cave men days. So why has 
there been such a hype over one lion 
when there seems to be little control over 
the shooting of our schools innocent 
children? Our concentration needs to 
be on fimding a way to eliminate this 
horror!   – V. Clark

`
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The Walpole Village Salon
I am quite an irregular customer at 

the Salon.  Over the past 12 or so years, 
I have called for an appointment when 
things were getting out of hand, if you 
know what I mean.

That said….what I have always found 
at this business is a bright, squeaky 
clean, cheery spot, decorated in the 
most upbeat style with simple, beautiful 
elements, punctuated by a pervasive 
sense of genuine good-will, emanating 
from each member of the staff, but most 
particularly from the owner, Michelle 
Rios. 

It is friendly and welcoming without 
pretension or haughtiness. It has an air 
of quiet competence.  It is professional 
in every aspect of the word, and the staff 
is always ready with smiles, no matter 
how forlorn one appears when keeping 
a much-needed appointment. 

 I have a mop of grey hair which was, at 
one long lost place in time, “premature”. I 
have always worn it long to avoid the curly 
little perm styles of my mother’s time.  
From the first visit, Michelle has carefully, 
kindly and competently cared for my 
mop, old-fashioned though it may be.  
She has politely offered suggestions and 
just as politely accepted my reluctance 
to do anything extra or different.  

Michelle Rios is as successful a business 
woman as you will find, tucked away 
though she may be in our little village.   
Michelle also has a sense of design that is 
out-of-bounds. She is constantly  coming 
up with fresh new ideas to keep her salon 
on the cutting-edge (whatever that is)

So, let’s take care of our little 
businesses which are so vital to the spirit 
of commerce in small villages all over 
America.  Bravo, Michelle, for so many 
reasons.     – Kathleen Schoemer-Depasquale

Publisher’s Corner
It is with a great deal of pleasure 

that I want to share with my readers 
that I am now the sole owner of The 
Walpole Clarion, and responsible for 
all aspects of its publication.

Never intended to be a profit-
making venture, the mission of 
Clarion is to provide, as a community 
service, a monthly venue to share 
items from the recent past or future. 
That mission will continue. I pledge 
to the community, that has been 
so good to me, that I will continue 
providing that service.  

But, I would be remiss if I did not 
thank the advertisers who have made 
it possible for the Clarion to reach 
the Walpole Community. Many of 
the Clarion advertisers are doing so 
simply to assist in that goal, and to 
them I give special thanks.

If you have any ideas or suggestions 
for the ensuing years of publication, I 
welcome your input. Thank you.

      – Ray Boas, Publisher

photo provided

A goal is not always  
meant to be reached;  
it often serves simply as 
something to aim at.

   – Bruce Lee
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Huntin’ Season!
If you’ve been paying attention and 

remember any of my past writings, you 
know that I loved huntin’ with my father.  
You also know that I am not an expert 
shooter. Heck, I am not even a mediocre 
shooter. But I love being outdoors and 
being with my father.

So that is how I found myself deep in 
this hardwood patch, high on a mountain 
in the wilds of Sharon, Vermont.

My father’s cousin had a camp at the 
base of this 600-plus acres of Baxter 
Mountain. When I say camp, picture a 
rough cabin with a wood cook stove 
which doubled as the heat source.The 
day we arrived, the temperature was a 
balmy 34 degrees. The next morning we 
shivered out of our blankets at 5 am -- to 
minus 5 degrees. The water drawn the 
night before for coffee was covered with 
two inches of ice. Any need to use the 
outdoor plumbing was quickly forgotten 
when one was struck by the northern 
breeze upon opening the portal to the 
outside.

After a breakfast of burnt eggs and 
coffee grounds prepared by my cousin 
(whose cooking abilities were worse 
than my shooting abilities) we headed 
for the woods. “Stay straight up that 
mountain trail. We will all meet at the top 
in about three hours,” said Dad. We parted 
company and I started my climb. About 
half way, I stopped to rest and eat part of 

my lunch, which consisted of a couple of 
hard boiled eggs, half a dozen cookies 
and iced coffee. The coffee was hot when 
we left the cabin but the temperature 
soon changed the hot into frozen. Finally 
my climb evened off and I found myself 
in a huge patch of hardwoods – oak and 
maple trees. Warmed by the long climb, 
I leaned against a big maple with a limb 
about shoulder height. I soon realized 
there was some rustling among the 
leaves, which at first I took to be squirrels 
gathering acorns for their winter cache.  
But looking through the trees I spotted 
a small herd of deer ambling towards 
me, led by a trophy buck. This buck had 
the largest rack of horns, at least a ten-
pointer, and was a good two hundred 
pounds. I laid my rifle across the limb of 
the tree I was leaning against and took 
aim.  At a distance of 100 yards I couldn’t 
miss. But wait – what if I was not at the 
correct meeting place?  Could I backtrack 
and find my way to the cabin?  My hands 
started getting sweaty; I suddenly began 
worrying about being lost. Three minutes, 
then five minutes passed. I sighted down 
the barrel and noticed my trophy looking 
back. I pulled the hammer back and 
hesitated. “Shoot, @#$@#!!!” came from 
behind me. I jumped, the deer jumped 
and the rifle fired.

Apparently my father had come up 
behind me and watched the scene unfold 
for five minutes and couldn’t stand it any 
longer; so he yelled.

The result being my bullet missed my 
200-pound trophy and drove him right 
to Dad’s cousin. Of course, every huntin’ 
season I had to relive the story about the 
time I missed a trophy deer.

 

Holiday Cooking Safety
Each November, families gather to 

celebrate Thanksgiving by preparing a 
delicious feast, but if you don’t practice 
safe cooking habits, your happy 
holiday could become hazardous very 
quickly. According to the National Fire 
Protection Association, cooking is the 
main cause for home fires and injuries, 
with Thanksgiving being the peak day 
for cooking-related fires. Review the 
following safety tips to ensure you can 
enjoy a safe holiday:

*Never leave cooking food unattended–
stay in the kitchen when frying, grilling 
or broiling food. If someone must leave 
the kitchen for even a short period of 
time, he or she should turn off the stove.

*Check food regularly while cooking 
and remain in the home while cooking. 
Use a timer as a reminder that the stove 
or oven is on.

*Keep the kids away from the cooking 
area. Enforce a “kid-free zone” and make 
them stay at least three feet away from 
the stove.

*Keep anything flammable–pot 
holders, oven mitts, wooden utensils, 
paper or plastic bags, food packaging, 
and towels or curtains—away from the 
stove, oven or any other appliance in the 
kitchen that generates heat.

*Do not wear loose clothing or 
dangling sleeves while cooking.

*Clean cooking surfaces on a regular 
basis to prevent grease buildup.

*Purchase a fire extinguisher to keep 
in the kitchen. Contact the local fire 
department for training on the proper 
use of extinguishers.

*Always check the kitchen before 
going to bed or leaving the home to 
make sure all stoves, ovens, and small 
appliances are turned off.

*Install a smoke alarm near the kitchen, 
on each level of the home, near sleeping 
areas, and inside and outside bedrooms. 
Use the test button to check it each 
month.

Replace all batteries at least once a 
year.

SERVPRO of Cheshire Co., NH and 
Windham and Windsor Co., VT wish you 
a safe and happy Thanksgiving!
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The Bottom Line
We’re updating our website. Visit thewalpoleclarion.com for advertising rates, submissions guidelines and Walpole   Clarion pdfs. 

Black and white does not do this year’s leaf season justice


