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Kudos to Our Kids…

Walpole Students Shine on Standardized Tests
Standardized testing of all sorts have
become part of the educational landscape
over the last decade. We’re happy to share
news of the recent exemplary performance
by Walpole students – Walpole School
students scored higher than the state
average at all grade levels.
On November 12, New Hampshire
released the results of last spring’s Smarter
Balanced Assessment. Students in grades
3–8 participated in the assessment. The
Walpole School is pleased to announce
that in each grade level tested, Walpole
students scored higher proficiency levels
in mathematics and English Language
Arts (ELA)/reading than that of the other
Fall Mountain District schools and overall
state averages.
New Hampshire schools recently
adopted tougher national standards
(Common Core State Standards) to raise
the bar for our students in all grade levels.
To accurately measure students’ learning
as well as help educators pinpoint
areas in need of improvement, new
assessments were implemented aligned
to the Common Core State Standards
called Smarter Balanced Assessment.
These assessments offer significant
improvements over the previous
NECAP tests, including writing at every
grade level, new question types, and
performance tasks that ask students to
apply their knowledge and skills to realworld problems. The new assessments
include question formats that allow
students to demonstrate a broader set
of skills, like critical thinking, problemsolving, and analytical writing.
Smarter Balanced has developed a
set of achievement level descriptors
that are aligned with the Common Core
State Standards. The purpose of these
Continued on Page 3

…and to 2015
Paul Harris Fellow
Mary Lou Huffling

Contributors:
Because of the
Holidays,
our Submission
deadline
for the
January
Clarion is
December 18!

Mary Lou Huffling, Director of the
Fall Mountain Food Shelf, has been
recognized as a Paul Harris Fellow by the
Keene Elm City Rotary Club. The award,
including a certificate, pin and medal, was
presented on October 21 by Ann Looney
from the Club. Cited for her community
service, Huffling was nominated in part
for “her outstanding service that has
continued for decades to provide food
for those in need in the communities of
the Fall Mt. area. Her commitment and
enduring dedication to provide essential
sustenance to individuals, children and
families have enabled them to continue
to struggle on and try to forge a life for
themselves.”
		
The Paul Harris
		
Fellow Recognition
		
program, established
		
in 1957, recognizes
		
individuals “for
		
their exceptional
		
contributions
		
to our local
		
communities.”
		
Mary Lou
		
Huffling
			
now joins
		
other Paul
			
Harris Fellows,
		
including
		
President
			
Jimmy Carter,
		
Astronaut
		
James Lovell,
			
and
			
Jonas Salk.
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– Ray Boas

201st Anniversary Annual Meeting
The Horse Thieves annual meeting
will be held Saturday, January 16, at 6
pm in the Walpole Town Hall. The Horse
Thieves annual meeting is a blend of
practicality and small-town traditions.
This august organization was formed in
a local tavern in 1815, so last year was
our 200th year… but just to keep things
simple, we’ll probably spend most of this
year patting ourselves on the back for the
diligence and hard work (tongue firmly
in cheek!) that we have each invested to
keep this organization alive and healthy
for so long. The Horse Thieves are one of
the oldest organizations in town, and in
fact, are one of the oldest Horse Thieves
societies in the country. We encourage
all members (and those who want to
belong) to join us for this event.
Our annual meetings include normal
business such as reading and approving
reports and electing new officers – and
we have recently revived the practice of
honoring our longest-serving members.
Mr. Harold Putnam has held the honor
as the most senior member for a couple
years (he joined the Horse Thieves in
1955, so 2015 marks his 60th year as a
member!!); and in that capacity he is the
leader of the Riders who are charged
with chasing down horse thieves.
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Unfortunately, there has been some
turn-over among our Riders; we will
introduce the new slate of Riders at our
annual meeting.
This year’s meeting may run a bit
longer than in 2013 and 2015 because
we will host our biennial banquet in
September 2016. This often sparks a bit
of conversation at the annual meeting,
mostly centered on the menu and who
will cater the event, although occasionally
reaching the question of who we should
invite to speak.
As those who follow our Facebook
page know… we don’t have a Facebook
page and frankly don’t understand social
media. However, the organization is open
to any man 18 years or older who lives in
Walpole, who pays a $2 lifetime fee and
who signs the membership book. So join
us for the annual meeting and find out
what an old-fashioned men’s society was
like 200 years ago. If you are interested
in joining, contact Lewis LaClair, Clerk
(LLaclair@Advancedrisk.com or 7560001), or Sheldon Sawyer, President
(756-3404), or show up early!
Mark your calendars for the Horse
Thieves’ annual meeting, celebrating our
201st anniversary on Saturday, January
16, at 6 pm in the Town Hall.
			

– Lewis LaClair

Continued from Page 1: Kudos

descriptors is to specify the knowledge
and skills that students display within
four levels of achievement: novice,
developing, proficient and advanced.
In order to be considered proficient,
students need to score in the proficient
and advanced achievement level ranges.
The charts provided below show the
students’ proficient percentages for the
content areas.
I am extremely proud of the students
and staff at the Walpole Schools. School
staff members have been working hard
implementing the standards as well as
pushing themselves to learn new and
innovative ways to support and assist
all students and raise their achievement.
I also appreciate the numerous ways
parents have supported their children
during these changes.
It is important to celebrate
accomplishments, but we need to
remember that the Smarter Balanced
Assessment is just one tool that measures
the growth of our students. Test scores
have become a way of life in the world
of education. In the Walpole Schools,
we feel that it is vital to not lose those
wonderful learning experiences that
make learning special and address the
development of the whole child.
If you would like any further
information, please contact the Walpole
School. 		
– Sam Jacobs, Principal

WES student performance by grade: language arts (above) and math

Christmas is a season for kindling the fire of hospitality in the hall,
the genial flame of charity in the heart.
						

Police
The Bellows Falls Police Department
would like to thank the Walpole, NH
Police Department (WPD) as well as the
Windham County Sheriff’s Department
(WCSD) for their service to our
community.
The week of November 8-14, these
agencies were called upon twice to assist
us, and without hesitation jumped to do
whatever we asked of them – once with
the robbery of the Greater Falls Pharmacy,
and the very next day for a burglary in
progress in which those involved were
apprehended and jailed.
Operating in small towns with relatively
small departments, it is imperative that
local LE agencies come together to help
each other when the need arises. It is
from the strength of this brotherhood,
and the commitment to those whom we
serve that we are able to perform and
to provide the necessary services to our
citizens.
From the members of the Bellows Falls
PD to the members of the WPD and the
WCSD, we thank you!
– BFPD
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– Washington Irving

Historical Society
Holiday Reception
This year, non-members are cordially
invited to join the festivities at the
Walpole Historical Society’s Annual
Holiday Reception. Starting the holiday
season each year on the first Sunday of
December, this year’s event will be held
on Sunday, December 6, from 5 pm until
7 pm at the Walpole Heritage Museum at
32 Main Street.
A tradition for as long as anyone
can remember, the holiday season in
Walpole really cannot get underway
until this annual gathering happens
with attendees coming for conversation
and fellowship, and bringing a dish to
share. Holiday spirits and drinks are
provided by the Society. The evening will
also feature a silent auction of unique
wreaths specially created for the Walpole
Historical Society. The proceeds of the
silent auction will benefit the collection
preservation efforts of the Historical
Society. Follow the luminaria up the hill.
Invitations have been mailed to society
members -- but even if you are not a
member, you are hereby invited to join
your neighbors on December 6th at the
Academy. You may bring a dish if you so
desire, and also may become a Walpole
Historical Society member for 2016 by
joining that evening. For additional
information, please visit the Society’s
website at www.walpolehistory.org.
			

– Ray Boas

TAXES ARE DUE

Town Clerk Sandy Smith reports that
tax bills were mailed on Thursday,
November 19, and are due on or
before December 21, 2015.
When paying by check, it is a help
to her when posting to your account,
if you include on your check
your telephone number and the
Map & Lot numbers for your
property. The Town Clerk’s office will
be closed Thursday, December 24,
Christmas and New Year’s Days.
Costumed
Walpole
students (and
teachers) made
their annual
Halloween
parade through
the village
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Walpole Players
Christmas Giving
The Walpole Players are making it fun
to give this holiday season.
We know that you will once again be
donating to your favorite charity this
year. But, if you give your contribution via
the Walpole Players to the Fall Mountain
Food Shelf or Our Place Drop In Center,
the Walpole Players will enter your name
in a drawing to win a $250 shopping
spree - provided by an anonymous
donor - at the many participating shops
and restaurants in Walpole and Bellows
Falls. Donations may be made (and
entry forms filled out) at the locations
listed below.

The winner’s entry will be picked at
a fun event with entertainment and
Christmas merriment at Joanie Joan’s
Baked Goods Company on Saturday,
December 12, at noon. You don’t have
to be present to win. The winner will
have until January 31, 2016, to shop until
s/he drops (or until the $250 is gone,
whichever comes first)!
So get a thrill out of giving this year.
Donate before December 12 at one of the
following locations: Joanie Joan’s Baked
Goods, The Village Blooms, Costume
Ladies and Galloway Real Estate. Help
the Walpole Players continue their
annual campaign of giving to those in
need in our community. And, as Tiny Tim
said, “God bless us, every one!”
			

– Tara Sad

Volunteers Needed
The Friends of Hooper Institute is
looking for community volunteers to
help plan the 2016 Winter Carnival
tentatively scheduled for February 27.
Don’t let Not
the all
El the
Nino
winterin get
you were running
chickens
the race
down, be a part of the fun. Meeting times
are flexible. Contact 756-4382 or email
HOOPERINSTITUTE@myfairpoint.net.
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Kids Christmas Party

Hooper Institute
In the drab days of November, a visit to
the Hooper High Tunnel at the Walpole
Elementary School can be a boost to
the gardener’s spirit. The four beds have
benefitted from the micro-climate
created by the south wall of the school
gymnasium. We haven’t even rolled down
the plastic wall on the south side of the
high tunnel as of late November. The plants
have also benefitted from the rich compost
donated by the Gowdy’s of Brookfield Farm.
We have had a beautiful mosaic of
colors through the autumn. There are
shades of lettuce from light green to
deep wine color, the white veins and
green leaf of pac choi, the deep hemlock
green of spinach, the colorful red, orange
and yellow stalks of Swiss chard, the
teaspoon shaped leaves of claytonia and
the delicious spirals of edible pea shoots.
The latter has become of favorite of
students who help harvest in the space.

All the produce is cheerfully accepted
by the school kitchen staff and used in
school cafeteria lunches. With such
freshness at hand, very little is wasted.
Candy Fowle, school lunch coordinator,
declares she has seen a real change in
the student’s attitudes toward the fresh
produce. Many are now trying and
enjoying salads and cooked greens.
The next challenge is winter. With sides
rolled down and doors buttoned up, we will
try to keep the soil unfrozen. Low tunnels
covering the beds help dramatically. Last
winter the soil in the covered beds was
almost ten degrees warmer than the
two beds left uncovered. We’ll see what
the upcoming season brings. Perhaps
we can harvest into the new year, as we
did in 2014? In any event, it’s been a very
successful fall		
– Eloise Clark

Bellows Falls American Legion
Ho! Ho! Ho! On Sunday, December
13, from 1-2 pm, Santa Claus is coming
to town – Bellows Falls, that is! Gather
up your children and come on over to
American Legion Post #37 in downtown
Bellows Falls for a spectacular Christmas
party full of laughter, joy, and cheer. Meet
Santa (arriving at 1:15 pm, depending,
of course, on Rudolph), tell him your
wishes and receive a gift or two (along
with cookies, little cakes, punch, etc.,!).
You are welcome to take pictures and
share in the fun and excitement. Open
to all kids ages 10 and under. For further
information, please call Louie Boucher or
Smokey Aumand at 802-463-9700.

Photos Provided

American Legion
Christmas Party
Previously open only to American
Legion members, this year all veterans
and their spouses are invited to attend.
Held at St. John’s Episcopal Church in
Walpole, the pot luck affair is Saturday,
December 12, beginning at 6 pm. The
evening will be capped by an oldfashioned Yankee gift swap with a price
cap of $20.00 per gift. The gift should be
wrapped and tagged for a man, woman,
or either.
Entrees, desserts, appetizers, etc.
are needed. Please bring your own
beverages. Adjutant Paul Mercier is
coordinating the menu, so please
contact him at 756-4175 or by email
(preferred) at mymadrivernh1@comcast.
net to make your reservation and advise
what you will bring.
– Ray Boas

Food Sale
Holiday Sweet and Savory
The Walpole Unitarian Church will
hold its annual Holiday Food Sale on
Saturday, December 12, in the space
between Burdick’s and the post office.
Shoppers can find a number of wonderful
homemade food items, both sweet and
savory. Time of sale: 9 - 11:30 am.
– Wendy Harty
			

Faith is salted & peppered

through everything at Christmas.
And I love at least one night by
the Christmas tree to sing and
feel the quiet holiness of that time
that’s set apart to celebrate love,
friendship, and God’s gift
of the Christ child.
– Amy Grant
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The Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will travel to The
Fullerton Inn in Chester, VT, on Monday,
December 7, for their annual Christmas
party. Dinner will include choices of Beef
Stroganoff, Tilapia Fillet, Grilled Chicken
Alfredo and Pork Roast, with salads and
desserts included. We hope all members
can join us for this festive occasion and
friendly fellowship. If transportation is
needed, please contact Bruce Martin at
756-3439 for arrangements.
– Janet Martin
			

Art After School

Walpole Library
Book Sale a Success
The Friends of the Library would
like to sincerely thank all of the many
people who helped make this year’s
book sale such a big success. It takes
many volunteers working many hours
attending to numerous details to
organize and run this large annual event.
In particular, we would like to thank
Teragram Properties for allowing us to
use space at the former RN Johnson’s
facility to sort and pack the thousands
of books that were donated to the sale.
A special thank you also goes to Fall
Mountain Regional High School’s ROTC
students. They helped set up the sale at
the Walpole School, carrying many heavy
boxes and tables. And, of course, a huge
thank you to all who donated books, and
to those who attended the sale! The
total profit from the book sale this year
was about $6000!
We would also like to remind the
community that we are in the midst of
our annual membership drive. You likely
received a postcard in the mail from us
seeking your membership donation. If
you did not receive this card, please feel
free to stop by the library to make your
donation. Any amount would be very
much appreciated! All of the funds raised
by the Friends of the Library support the
purchase of books and other materials for
the library, and various library programs.
Thank you for your ongoing support of
our local library!
NH Charitable Foundation Grant
The Friends of the Walpole Town
Library are very pleased to announce the
receipt of a New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation grant for $1,000. This
generous support is provided by the Ira
S. and Gertrude S. Hubbard Memorial
Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation. This is the second year in a
row that we have received this grant that
helps to fund our local library.
Established in 1962, the New
Hampshire
Charitable
Foundation
seeks to build a stronger, more just
and resilient Granite State. In pursuit
of this vision, the Foundation invests
charitable assets to connect donors
to effective organizations, ideas and
people, and leads and collaborates on
important public issues. Annually, the
Foundation awards nearly 5,000 grants
and scholarships totaling $30 million.
For more information, please visit www.
nhcf.org or call 225-6641.
– Jana Sellarole
			

Library Coming Attractions
On the heels of the Non-Fiction Book
Group’s read of Flash Points: The Emerging
Crises in Europe by bestselling author
George Friedman, the Group is taking
up conservative Jason Riley’s Please
Stop Helping Us, his take on programs
designed to help poor African Americans:
welfare programs that trap people in
poverty, affirmative action’s impact on
higher education; minimum wage laws
that price blacks out of the labor force.
Riley is an editorial board member of the
Wall Street Journal.
Each Book Group member, in rotation,
selects and presents the monthly subject;
a book, a studied opinion, a theory, a
map, a What If scenario. The subject can
be narrow or broad; the saga of finding
a cure for Tuberculosis, “If Lincoln had
not freed the Slaves,” “Nickel and Dimed
– or not getting by in America,” “The
Peloponnesian Wars.” At least one month
in advance of the meeting, the library
director, Justine Rogers, is notified of the
book, article or study materials required
in order to make copies available at the
library.
Marya Holcum, History Book Group
member, selected January’s subject;
Please Stop Helping Us. Join us for a lively
“brain-jogging” discussion at the Walpole
Library on the first Tuesday of each
month at 7pm. Next meeting: Tuesday
January 5, 2016.
Christmas Crafting Hour at the Walpole
Library is a chance for adults to bring in
craft projects to share and work on in a
creative, friendly environment. Bring in
your latest finished project to show off
or bring in your current work in progress!
See you and your crafts on Thursday,
December 17, from 4-5pm.
Teen Gingerbread Houses to Make &
Decorate! Teens in grades 7+ are invited
to the library on Monday, December
21, anytime between 4 and 7 to make
and decorate a gingerbread house. The
library will supply the materials. This
event is free and open to the public,
though registration is preferred. Please
call the library if you plan to attend in
order to assure there will be enough
gingerbread for each teen! Ask for Justine
at 756-9806.
There is now a Book Group for teens in
grades 7+. Love to read? Hate to be told
what to read? You’re not alone! Come in to
the library on the fourth Tuesday of each
month at 5pm to discuss what you’ve read
lately for fun -- and loved! It could be your
favorite book, a cool magazine article, a
new manga or graphic novel, a fun blog;
anything and everything counts!
– Justine Rogers
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Walpole Art After School has had a
fabulous Fall Semester! Over two dozen
young artists in first through sixth grades
have been busy creating, imagining and
having fun on Wednesday afternoons in
the Parish Hall of St John’s Church, from
immediately after school ends until 5
p.m. Walpole Art After School meets
on December 2, 9, and 16, and will have
lots of great Christmas-themed projects.
The program resumes on January 6.
New artists are always welcome. For
information, please check our website,
www.walpoleartafterschool.org
or
contact Susan Kershaw, Executive
Director, info@walpoleartafterschool.org.

Hoop Shoot
Bellows Falls Elks Club
The Bellows Falls Elks Lodge #1619 will
be holding its annual Hoop Shoot at the
Bellows Falls Union High School gym on
Saturday, December 12. Registration for
this fantastic and well-attended event will
begin at 12:30 pm. The contest consists of
25 Free Throws (Foul Shooting), starting
around 1:00 pm. The competition is open
to all boys and girls (ages 8-13 as of April
1, 2016). The boys will compete against
other boys in their own age group (8&9,
10&11, 12&13) as well as the girls. All
competitors are invited to attend from
Charlestown, North Walpole, Alstead,
Drewsville,
Walpole,
Rockingham,
Bellows Falls, Compass, Westminster,
and Kurn Hattin areas. There will be
participation certificates for everyone
and trophies for 1st, 2nd & 3rd place in
each age division for boys and girls.
First place winners are invited to the
District event on January 9, 2016, at
Windsor High School at 10am. Winners at
Windsor are then asked to shoot at the
State contest on January 30, at Spaulding
High School in Barre, Vermont. Those
winners then go to the Regionals, March
18-20, and the Nationals in Chicago, April
15-17. The grand winners will have their
names inscribed in the Basketball Hall
of Fame in Springfield, Mass. If you have
any questions, please contact directors
Ric Aumand or Smokey Aumand at 802463-4555.

Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church
Reverend Craig Breismeister
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship

756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

All Saints Parish

Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine
Mass: Mon., 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am
St. Peter Church, North Walpole;
Tues. 8am, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 8:30am
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown
Confessions: Thurs., 4:45-5:20 pm,
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm, St. Peter

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw
Communion Service: Wednesday, Noon
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church
Reverend Lisa Mobayed, M.Div.
Service: Sunday 10 am

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday: 1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday: 10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday: 2 - 4 pm
Saturday: 1 - 4 pm

Expectancy
is the atmosphere
for miracles.

		

St John’s Episcopal
Christmas Eve service: Lessons & Carols
with Holy Communion - December 24,
6:30 pm.
Lessons & Carols is a beautiful
traditional service that began after WWI
in England. The nine Scripture lessons
paired with nine beautiful carols tell
the story of God’s love of the world,
beginning with the Word before Creation
and resulting in the birth of Jesus, the
Word Incarnate. The version held at King’s
College, Cambridge, is broadcast around
the world every Christmas Eve. Everyone
is invited to participate in the Walpole
version at St Johns’s Church. Come out
and hear beautiful stories and sing
lovely carols. All are welcome to receive
Communion on this loveliest of nights.
For more information, please check the
website: www.stjohnswalpole.org.

The Live Nativity
Christmas Eve on the Common
Again this year, the Live Nativity will take
place on Christmas Eve at about 8:15pm
on the Walpole Common. Everyone is
invited to attend this treasured Walpole
tradition.
Each year community members play
the various roles of the Nativity: Mary,
Joseph, Baby Jesus, the wise men, the
shepherds, and the baby angels. These
are all non-speaking parts. We also
need one or two readers, a child to say a
prayer, and soloists. And, of course, local
farm animals are recruited to play their
important role.
If you would like to participate in
this year’s Live Nativity or help in any
way, please contact Erinn Richardson
at richardsonerinn@gmail.com. It is a
wonderful way to celebrate this very
special night.
– Erinn Richardson

– Edwin Louis Cole
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All Saints
The Season of Advent
Beginning the Church’s liturgical year,
Advent (from, “ad-venire” in Latin or “to
come to”) is the season encompassing the
four Sundays (and all weekdays) leading
up to the celebration of Christmas.
The Advent season is a time of
preparation that directs our hearts and
minds to Christ’s second coming at the
end of time and also to the anniversary
of the Lord’s birth on Christmas. The final
days of Advent, from December 17 to
December 24, focus particularly on our
preparation for the celebrations of the
Nativity of our Lord (Christmas).
About Advent Wreaths
Advent devotions, including the
Advent wreath, remind us of the meaning
of the season.
Traditionally, Advent wreaths are
constructed of a circle of evergreen
branches into which four candles are
inserted, representing the four weeks of
Advent. Ideally, three candles are purple
and one is rose, but white candles can
also be used.
The purple candles in particular
symbolize the prayer, penance, and
preparatory sacrifices and good works
undertaken at this time. The rose candle
is lit on the third Sunday, Gaudete
Sunday, when the priest also wears rose
vestments at Mass. Gaudete Sunday is the
Sunday of rejoicing, because the faithful
have arrived at the midpoint of Advent,
when their preparation is now half over
and they are close to Christmas.
The progressive lighting of the candles
symbolizes the expectation and hope
surrounding our Lord’s first coming into
the world and the anticipation of His
second coming to judge the living and
the dead.
Christmas Mass Schedule:
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve:
4 & 6:30pm, St. Peter’s Church, North
Walpole
Friday, December 25, Christmas Day
Midnight Mass 12am, St. Catherine of
Siena Church, Charlestown
9am - St. Catherine of Siena Church
New Year’s Mass Schedule:
Thursday, December 31, New Year’s Eve
4pm - St. Peter’s Church
Friday, January 1, 2016 - New Year’s Day
9am - St. Catherine of Siena Church
May God Bless you in a very special
way this Christmas with His Love, His Joy
and His Peace
Merry Christmas and a Blessed and
Happy New Year!

Walpole Unitarian
Labyrinth
The Labyrinth will be open for six
days this year. Sunday, Dec. 20, through
Tuesday, Dec. 22, from 5 - 7pm, and from
Sunday, Dec. 27, through Tuesday, Dec.
29, also from 5-7. This is the first year
we will open after Christmas – we hope
people who are just too crunched for
time before the 25th will be able to
experience the peace of the labyrinth
afterwards.
We welcome volunteers to help“sit”with
the labyrinth. Contact Antonia Andreoli,
azandreoli@gmail.com, or Rev. Whippie,
swhippie@ne.rr.com, for more info. You
may also call Antonia at 756-9036.
Christmas Eve Choir Call
Our Christmas Eve service is a holiday
tradition for many Walpoleans. This year, we
are inviting any community members who
want to join us for an informal Christmas
choir. Music Director Marcia Oster will lead
us in two easy-to-learn pieces. There will
be only three rehearsals: after the morning
service on Sunday, Dec. 13, at 11:30;
before the afternoon Vespers service on
Sunday, Dec. 20, at 3 (service will be at 4);
and finally, at 3pm on Dec. 24, a run-through
before the Christmas Eve Worship service
at 4:30. Call Marcia Oster at 835-6021 to
sign up or for more information.
December Worship
Chalice Week: Our Family First Sundays
continue on December 6 at 10am,
featuring a potluck breakfast and a
discussion of our Seven Principles and
recognition of the UUA week celebrating
these values. The service will be organized
by Dorothy Read and Virginia Carter.
On December 13 at 10am, Rev. Lisa
Mobayed will lead “Rejoice”; on the Third
Sunday of Advent, we pause to feel the
joyful nearness of Jesus’ coming.
On December 20, we will have a 4pm
Vespers Service led by Antonia Andreoli.
Note the time! This special service will
be followed by time in the labyrinth at
Hastings House for those who choose it.
On December 24 at 4:30, we will
celebrate our Christmas Eve Candlight
Service led by Rev. Lisa Mobayed. This
is our traditional gift of carols, readings
and a Christmas message to the Walpole
community. Note the earlier time this year!
December 27 will bring Janus: A New
Year’s Service. We will set aside any
disappointments and sadness from 2015,
and look forward with hope to 2016.
Finally, there will be a January preview
on January 3: Family First – the first family
gathering of the New Year, featuring
breakfast, music and fun.
Please contact Antonia Andreoli, for
more information: azandreoli@gmail.
com or 756-9036.
– Antonia Andreoli

First Congregational
December Services And Celebrations
Welcome! What a great month to
celebrate! We offer something for
everyone! We are an Open and Affirming
church that has spiritual food for your
soul and real food for your appetite.
First Congregational will be hosting
Breakfast with Santa in the church
fellowship hall on Saturday, December 5,
from 8 – 10 am. Pancakes, eggs, sausage,
juice and coffee will be served. Santa will
be here to listen to the children’s wishes
for Christmas. Come with your children,
grandchildren or special children. Enjoy
the food, fellowship and holiday spirit that
fills the air, and join in the celebration of
life, love and joy. Free-will contributions
will be received at the door.
We have a new Music Director, Karen
Kitchen, starting December 6. Karen is
an organ tuner by profession but her
talents cover all the musical aspects of
our church. December 6 is the second
Sunday in Advent. Communion will be
served as part of our regular service that
starts at 10 am. Then on Friday evening,
December 11, from 5:30 – 7:30pm, is
our monthly Friendly Friday event for
children and families, young and old.
On Wednesday, December 9, at 7 pm
the Women’s Fellowship will be hosting
Christmas by Candlelight, an evening of
music, fellowship and sharing Christmas
memories. Dessert and beverages will
be provided. There is a sign up list in the
fellowship hall.
Sunday, December 13, at 10 am is the
regular service with the Annual Children’s
Christmas Pageant and our Missions
Committee Mitten Tree celebration
during the service. Winter hats, gloves,
mittens and scarves are collected to be
packaged and sent to places as far away
as Montana and as close as the Walpole
School. If you wish to contribute winter

items, please bring them by the church
any Sunday morning before December
14. After the service, buy some cookies
during the Cookie Walk in Fellowship
Hall. We have cookie tins for you to fill
with a wonderful array of cookies made
by our congregation. You pay by the
pound.
Sunday, December 20, at 10 am is the
Annual Choir Cantata in the sanctuary.
Come rest your soul and enjoy our music
and our choir.
We offer two Christmas Eve services. At
4 pm, families of all kinds are welcome to
join us for a child-friendly service. It will
feature the Christmas story in scripture
lessons, familiar Christmas hymns and
a pageant featuring the children from
our Sunday school. Then at 7 pm, our
traditional Christmas Eve Candlelight
service will be held with hymns, readings
and musical performances by our bell
choir, adult choir and organist. Following
the service is the Live Nativity on the
Common. 		
– Chuck Shaw

Friendly Friday

Back at First Congregational Church!
December 11, 5:30-7:30 pm
Rev. Craig and his family invite Walpole
area families of all kinds to join us
monthly for an evening of games, food
and fellowship. Take a night off from
cooking a full dinner and kick back with
your kids and other families. Bring a
favorite side dish or main dish to share.
We’ll provide drinks and dessert.
On December 11, Rev. Craig will teach
about Christmas and families will give
the gift of service to our neighbors in
need by making toiletry kits for the
Fall Mountain Food Shelf. According
to Mary Lou Huffling of the Food Shelf,
her clients frequently request shampoo,
soap and dental care items. In addition
to the travel-size toiletries the church
will provide, families coming to Friendly
Friday are invited to bring regularsized shampoo, soap and toothpaste to
donate. Additional Friendly Fridays will
be on January 22 and February 26. For
more information about Friendly Friday,
please call or email the church: 7564075 or walpolechurch@yahoo.com.
Or connect with us on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/friendly-fridays.
		

– Jennifer Briemeister

Can’t wait to get your Clarion
in the mail? The Clarion is posted
on-line when it goes to press. Visit
thewalpoleclarion.com to read
an advance copy. Better yet,
sign up to follow the “blog posts”
to get notice when it is posted.

9

10 Cal.

11 Cal.

Martial Arts
At the foot of Fall Mountain nests a
new business: Golden Phoenix School
of Chinese Martial Arts, breathing new
life into a commercial unit that had
remained vacant for several years behind
Aubuchon. GPSCMA officially opened its
doors on October 12 of this year, and has
been well-received!
Master Instructor “Sifu” Vincent
Sodders, launched GPSCMA with a
vision of empowering its students to
overcome obstacles in their life through
a professional, personalized and holistic
approach to martial arts instruction,
believing that a firm foundation of
character must be laid to support the
weight of responsibility that comes with
understanding and practicing an ancient
martial art form.
Sifu Vinny, a Fall Mountain alumni,
holds a 2nd Degree Black Sash in the
Traditional Shaolin Kung Fu system, and
a 4th Degree Black Belt in its practical
self-defense system derivatives: Chuan
Fa/Chin Na. Both systems are offered as
programs for kids, teens and adults.
“One of our greatest joys is hearing
back from parents, public school officials
and other members in the community
expressing their amazement over a
young student’s transformation and his/
her positive peer influence,” says Program
Director, Emily Sodders, wife of Sifu

Town Of Walpole,
North Walpole & Drewsville

NOTICE

Photo Provided

Vinny, “This is how you change a whole
community: you first change a life.”
It is in this immersive family atmosphere
that strong character, not destructive
egos, are forged and peacemakers are
patented. At every level, the virtues of
integrity, fortitude, compassion, selfdiscipline and discernment are instilled.
GPSCMA has many wonderful events
planned to further enrich the lives of its
students, their families and the greater
community. In so many ways, Golden
Phoenix School will “rise above” as more
than just a martial arts school.
Please call 445-7122 or email
goldenphoenixma@gmail.com for more
information and to schedule a
complimentary lesson! Open: Mon.-Fri. 48pm. We’re on Facebook: www.facebook.
com/goldenphoenixschool
– GPSCMA Staff
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Beginning November 1, 2015, and
continuing until April 1, 2016: Notice
is hereby given that all motor vehicles
parked on any street or highway or
right of way within the limits of the
Town of Walpole between 11 pm and
7 am may be towed away at any time
during a snow and/or ice storm at
the owner’s expense and risk, and
ticketed.
During a major snowstorm (6” or
more), daytime parking on all streets
or highways or rights of way shall be
limited to two hours. Cars parked
for more than 2 hours will be towed
away at the owner’s expense and risk,
or ticketed.
The purpose of this parking ban is
to allow winter maintenance crews
unobstructed snow removal and ice
control routes.
Per Order of Select Board
Walpole, New Hampshire

Walpole

Deployment

Photo Provided

The 220th TC from Keene went to Fort
Devens, MA, for Range qualification on
7-8 November. More than 160 soldiers
were present.
There were soldiers from the Keene
main unit, the Detachments in White
River Junction, VT, Auburn, ME, and
Dexter ME; and lunch (served on the
range) was cold-cut sandwiches and
chicken noodle soup rather than the
usual MREs.
The 220th TC is a 5K POL (Petroleum,
Oil, Lubricant) unit that is charged with
hauling 5,000 tankers of diesel, JP5, JP8
or JF24.
The unit was relocated to Keene from
Springfield, MA, in 2004. It was deployed
to Iraq in 2005 and again in 2010.
New laws passed due to the efforts of
an NCO from the unit now require all 50
states to recognize the training soldiers
receive as truckers as being superior
to what civilians receive to obtain their
CDL licenses.Until 2012, only Florida
and Texas recognized the skills the
Army required its soldiers possess in
order to drive certain vehicles. After
the Commander is satisfied that they
are qualified, he can sign a form to list
what vehicles the soldiers are cleared to
drive. With that form, the applicant may
bypass the driving test and go straight to
the paper test. 		
– Paul Mercier

A barn
with cattle
and horses
is the place
to begin
Christmas;
after all,
that’s where
the original
event
happened,
and that
same smell
was the
first air
that the
Christ Child
breathed.
– Paul Engle

Wellness

Greetings from the Walpole Wellness
Center!The holidays are upon us and many
have wondered what uses there could
be for raw organic apple cider vinegar
during the holiday months. Plenty!
I depend on vinegar to help metabolize
all the fats and carbs associated with rich
holiday meals. I mix 1 tablespoon of vinegar
in a pint of water and I drink it before
eating. If my stomach feels overloaded
I end the meal with the vinegar water
combination…it always settles my stomach.
Colds and flu: gargle every day with
vinegar water, and swish it around your
mouth to whiten your teeth and clean your
gums. Always brush your teeth afterward.
Vinegar has prophylactic action to help
kill airborne viruses.
Brining is one of the best uses of vinegar.
I combine 1 cup of vinegar with 1/2 cup
of salt and enough water to cover the
turkey and soak it overnight. Rinse well
and roast using your desired recipe.
One of the best, lightest, gluten free
desserts is Pavlova, an egg white dessert
that uses cornstarch and vinegar to create
a wonderful ending to a holiday meal.
You can find many recipes on line.
Wearing heavy socks and shoes may
make your feet sweat and cause athlete’s
feet. Soak your feet in 1 cup of vinegar
and warm water for 20-30 minutes. Many
claim that it helps with painful joints in
the feet.
I take vinegar every day in a pint of water
with nutritional yeast, barley green
powder, grapefruit seed extract, cranberry
concentrate and D3…I feel like a million
bucks and have endless energy as a result.
My question to you is, “How much
‘giddy-up’are you getting out of that dead
horse you are riding?” Is it time to take
inventory of your life and get different
results from the choices you are making?
It’s not hard, it’s creating new habits that
work for you. Take time to reflect on a few
simple ways you are willing to change. It’s
fun to add a new element to your life. Do
you really want to be at a place in your life
where you are afraid to reinvent yourself?
Come by the Wellness Center and talk
about the changes you would like to
make for yourself. Happy holidays…
share your heart		
– Snow Frye

TOWN HALL HOLIDAY CLOSINGS

The Selectboard’s Office will be closed both Fridays, December 25
and January 1, 2016. Selectboard meetings during the holidays will be
Wednesday, December 23, at 8am, and Wednesday, December 30, at 8 am.
There will be no public business matters handled those two days.
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Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...in 1888 it was “Voted

that the selectmen be instructed to
investigate the subject of breaking
winter roads; and, if the interest of
the town requires it, to purchase one
or more rollers.” Ten years later, the
appointed committee reported on the
effectiveness of snow rollers, and other
means of breaking roads in the winter.
It was voted that the selectboard be
instructed to purchase two snow-rollers
for town use.
Snow on 19th and early 20th century
roads was good, not bad. Wheels on
buggies, carts, wagons, coaches, and
the like could get stuck in the snow.
To improve travel in the snow, those
wheels would be replaced with ski-like
runners. The runners did not sink deep,
but packed the snow, keeping vehicles
on top rather than bogging down. The
more the snow became packed on the
roads, the better!
In 1905, the Carter Patent Snow Roller
was advertised in Good Roads Magazine.
Its roller was similar in appearance to the
one seen in Walpole. It had two rollers
that could be extended to roll and pack
the snow to a width of 14 feet. The horse
teams pulling the rollers were hooked to
a tongue that with the removal of one
bolt could be moved with the team to the
opposite end to reverse direction. The ad
continued, “By using the Roller with the
first heavy fall of snow and continuing
its use as more snow falls, the road bed
soon becomes high and smooth; snow
will not then lodge and form drifts, but
will blow off. By thus packing the snow
the air cells under each flake is broken;
it will then freeze and become hard, so
that heavy loads can be drawn over it
without the teams or loads breaking
through.” Often the rollers were weighed
down with rocks.

Snow Roller on Westminster Street 1906.
House behind tree was cut in two in 1961,
and moved down Depot Hill,
along the new Route 12 bypass to Maplewood Park.

As temperatures remained cold, the
more a road was used, the more packed
down and harder the snowy surface
became. It was easier to pull a sleigh
or sledge over snow instead of rolling
wheels through mud or over hard ruts. A
horse could drag four times more weight
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on a sled across snow than it could with a
wheeled cart over dirt. As a result, many
heavy loads (including houses) were
readied and saved to be moved over
snow in wintertime.
Continued on Page 15

Harvest Hoedown

Continued from page 14: Did You Know?

A “snow warden” was usually hired to
“break the roads.” He performed and/or
supervised the packing and flattening
of the snow. Ironically, snow had to be
moved onto the floor of covered bridges
so the runners could easily pass through.
Nelson, NH, in 1858 “voted $113 for the
year for breaking roads. Men to be hired
for $.08 per hour; oxen for $.10 per hour;
horses for the same rate as oxen and
cows for less.” Fifty years later, it probably
would have cost much more in Walpole
where as many as six pairs of horses
would be needed to pull the roller over
Ramsay Hill.
But, all good things come to an end
and the packed snow melts, keeping
most teams home during mud season
rather than mired down in the mud.

Bensonwood Event Benefits
Fall Mountain Foodshelf.
The totals were in and Fall Mountain
Food Shelf Director, Mary Lou Huffling
was deeply moved by the warmth and
support in evidence at Bensonwood’s
Harvest Hoedown fundraiser. ”As always,
it was a very heartwarming experience of
community caring, and it will make such
a difference in the lives of so many of our
neighbors. It was so wonderful that so
many local businesses and individuals
contributed to the event. To be there and
experience the caring of the people—it
was such a gratifying feeling. So many
people came up to me and expressed
their concern for the food shelf; that we
be able to continue meeting the needs
of our neighbors.”
By the end of the event, the proceeds
had shattered last year’s total of $5,500,
a sum that had been doubled by an
anonymous matching donor. This year,
$8,685 was raised, with $2,100 from the
raffle, $5,285 from corporate and personal
checks, and a $1,300 Bensonwood Events
committee donation. Again matched by
an anonymous donor, that brought the
grand total to $17,370. In addition, a
carload of food was donated by those
attending the event.
“I get goosebumps all over when I
think of the generosity of all those who
contributed,” said Mary Lou. “Their spirit
of sharing will make such a difference in
so many lives.”
Kevin Bittenbender, Head of Production
at Bensonwood, was equally pleased
by the turnout. “The event is one of my
favorite days of the year. Bensonwood
likes to contribute to organizations
that are local—where we feel we can
really make a difference. The food shelf
is a great organization. They make a big
difference in people’s lives, and we are
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really happy to be able to give them
some good support. Pulling together
many people to make donations to
the Fall Mountain Food Shelf is a great
agenda for this event. It’s always fun to
throw a party, but it’s really great when
the party has such a fantastic purpose.”
Jeffrey Starratt, Procurement Agent
for Bensonwood added, “I’m just so
thankful to Bensonwood for giving us
the opportunity to organize this event.
Everyone at the company worked
together, not just the Events Committee,
to help make it a seamless event, enjoyed
by all. It’s so important that we give back
to the community.”
According to Mary Lou, one particularly
vulnerable group, the elderly, will be
especially helped by the proceeds of
the Harvest Hoedown benefit. “Many
would be surprised to see the need in
the elderly population—a group that
comprises a good third of the people
we serve. They worked hard all their
lives, but with the cost of living sky high,
making ends meet while living on Social
Security leaves many without the means
to get enough to eat. It shouldn’t be that
way in the United States.”
“That’s why benefits like the Harvest
Hoedown are so important,” Mary Lou
emphasized. “The money raised at the
event will feed so many people!”
Companies contributing to the
fundraiser include: The Bread Shed, C&S
Grocers, Monadnock Food Coop, Pete’s
Farm Stand, Taylor’s Welding, LaValley
Building Supply, Diamond Pizza, Duncan
Gowdy, Fastenal, Harpoon Brewery,
Hooper’s Golf Club, Perkin’s Home Center,
Raven Workshop, Rebecca Holtz, Russell
Supply, The Village Blooms, Walpole
Village Salon, Walpole Village Tavern,
Walpole Village Grocery, The Restaurant
at Burdicks, Alyson’s Orchard, Signworx,
Siga, Vermont Custom Cabinetry, Coastal
Forest Products, Cooper Stair, Tractor
Supply of Walpole, Celeste Longacre,
Windows and Doors by Brownell.
The Fall Mountain Food Shelf is
located at 122 State Highway 12A,
Alstead, NH 03602. Please call 835-2283
to make donations directly or arrange to
volunteer, Monday-Saturday, 9am - 4pm.
Bensonwood designs and builds
sustainable custom buildings, homes
and structures that enhance people’s
lives and help preserve the natural
environment. Residential, commercial,
educational and institutional. www.
bensonwood.com
		
– Daniel Maynard-Wyzik

The Adventure Club
The Walpole Adventure Club began
a month ago. I am one of the founders
of the WAC, along with WES guidance
counselor, Mr. Stan. On our adventure,
fellow outdoor enthusiasts accompanied
us from the school. On October 17,
we went on our first trip, which was a
fantastic experience full of thrills and
adventure. Our adventure began up in
the White Mountains at Moose Brook
Campground.
We unpacked our bags and set up our
tents under a baby blue sky wisped with
milky-white clouds. Rain or shine, we
were prepared. Luckily, we were able to
obtain a wooden frame under which to
pitch our tents. We picked up our wood
at the warm, cozy hut by the gate of the
campground.

Once we came back to the campsite,
we started a raging fire around which
to sit through the night. After we
gorged ourselves with a hearty meal
of marshmallows and hamburgers, we
leaned back and looked at the stars. It
was a beautiful sight that looked as if
someone had spilled stars out onto a
black canvas. With food in our stomachs
and stars shining over our heads, we
returned to our tents and our cozy
sleeping bags and dreamt of adventures
to come.
Then, following a breakfast of French
toast with real maple syrup and tea, we
put out our fire (you don’t want to be on
Smokey’s bad side) and hopped in the
car where the adventures continued.
Our car zoomed up the rolling hills
toward the base of Jefferson. We could
see the slow change in scenery as the
sunflower yellow and blood red orange
faded into a dark green conifer forest,
and we knew we were officially in the
mountains. When we got close, I could
see snow flurries floating down but they
could not quite make it to the ground.
The snow hung onto the branches of
trees. Once we parked, it really started to
snow so we quickly threw on our coats,
grabbed our gear, and hit the trail.

The closer and closer we got to the
summit, we could see the trail transform
into a frozen world. The first view we got
was on one of the caps on the Caps Ridge
Trail. Although it was foggy, the view was
amazing and - in your mind - you could
imagine it any way you wanted. The trees
along the trail now clung desperately
onto a thick layer of snow that covered
the canopy and ground in fluffy snow.

Girls’ Soccer

Fundraising Tournament
To cap off the 2015 soccer season, the
Walpole Elementary School girls’ soccer
squad put on a fundraising tournament
to showcase the younger recreational
soccer talent in the town. The funds
raised from the all-day tournament went
to support breast cancer awareness for
the month of October.
The tournament ran on
Photos: Matthew Andrus
a round-robin system
with the 8th grade players
serving as referees. The
representing players from
WES were decked out in
matching sweatshirts and
pink bandanas to show
their support for the cause
as they helped out with the
tournament. There was a
50/50
raffle to raise more
The trail began to open up into
donations for breast cancer awareness.
a rocky, ice-covered landscape. We
This year’s winner, Shannon Waysville,
continued marching into the fog, but
donated part of her prize money to the cause.
it only got worse. The wind nipped at
our skin and the cold chilled me to
The Lady Chicks had a great time
the bone. Just then, my father said
serving baked goods, soups, and chili to
his glasses were fogging up and he
the players and parents at the concession
was having trouble seeing what was
stand, as well as selling raffle tickets and
up ahead. Before us was the most
refereeing the games. As an 8th grader on
treacherous bit of the trail. After realizing
the WES girls’ soccer team, I hope future
we did not have the proper equipment
teams continue this tournament to raise
on us and considering the situation, we
money for breast cancer awareness. It is
had to turn back. But on the way down
a great time for a great cause.
the trail, as white faded into green and
– Meghan Spaulding
		
that faded into the orange shade of fall,
I thought maybe it was not about the
destination but the journey.
For the remainder of our journey, we
mountain-biked and hiked around the
trails by our campground. When we
returned from our adventures, we ate
and laughed as we told stories around
the campfire.
Join Us On Our Next Adventure
Come join us as we travel to the
beautiful hiking trail in Putney: New
Hampshire Windmill Hill. It’s a wonderful
hike and completely family-friendly.
At times on this stunning trail, you feel
as if you are being transported into
Middle Earth, and we hope to plan the
hike around sunset so you can enjoy the
beautiful views to their fullest extent.
There will also be hot chocolate at the
summit. We will be going on December
5, so if you are interested in joining us on
our grand adventure, please contact me
at gabe@townspeed.com or see Mr. Stan
at WES.			
– Gabe Andrus
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Movie Review
The Peanuts Movie
The new Peanuts
Movie is a great movie
for fans of the classic
Peanuts comics by
Charles Schulz. The
2015 film version of the
classic cartoon was funny and energetic.
There are new twists to the story with
Charlie Brown and his new love interest.
Snoopy and Woodstock stay busy as
they collaborate together to write a
story throughout the entire movie. In the
movie, you will see Snoopy reenacting
his fantasy world about being in World
War I. He also meets and falls in love with
a new love interest: a poodle named Fifi.
He loses her to his old nemesis, the Red
Baron, but gets eventually wins her back
and their love story is to be continued.
There are many little moments
throughout that are so funny you will
laugh through nearly the entire length
of the movie (although some moments
are funnier than others). This movie is
good for all ages, but it is focused more
on a younger audience. Elementary-age
kids would enjoy the humor of the movie
more than older children. – Shea Gallagher

Fall Contest Winners
The town of Walpole participated in a
scarecrow contest this past October. The
whole Walpole Elementary School also
participated in the contest to get into
the Halloween spirit.
People in the town of Walpole were
able to vote on the best scarecrows once
they were set up around the town. There
was a winner for each school advisory
and family within the town. The winner
for the town’s scarecrow contest was the
Shriver family. For the WES contest, Mr.
LeBail’s advisory was victorious.
There was also a pumpkin contest, but
only the Walpole School participated.
They were judged on two categories:
“Scariest Pumpkin” and “Most Original
Pumpkin.” Mrs. Menning’s
homeroom class created
winning pumpkins in both
categories.

Volleyball
Walpole Finishes Second
in Championship Tourney
Another strong season has drawn to a
close for the Walpole Elementary School’s
volleyball team. The 2015-2016 season
was coached once again by WES Social
Studies teacher, Nicholas LeBail. This is
Mr. LeBail’s fourth year coaching. “The
kids make it fun. We had a great group
this year who surpassed expectations,”
said LeBail.
There are no tryouts for Middle School
volleyball. Practices begin in August
and are held four to five times per week.
Team Captains this year were eighth
graders James Ronning, Hannah Sethi,
and Amanda Hodgkins. Ronning, who
is the vice-president of his class, makes
it a point to balance his time wisely,
always putting school first. Sethi, who is
the president of her class, also starts her
day early, given commitments between
school, volleyball, and horseback riding.
The season runs from August through
October. Most games feature local rivals
such as Vilas, Charlestown, Sunapee,
Claremont, and South Meadow Middle
Schools. The team is open to sixth,
seventh, and eighth graders. This year,
seven sixth graders, four seventh graders,
and three eighth graders played on the
team. The only boy playing is Ronning,
who refers to himself as “the Lone Wolf.”
This season, the team competed so well
that they qualified for the Connecticut
Valley Junior High Volleyball League
Championship Tournament, where they
took 2nd place. Lebail described the
season as “spectacular” with a total of
nine wins over the 11-game stretch.
That taste of victory is not new to the
team. Over the past three seasons, they
have tallied only four losses out of 38
games. The team has also played in four
straight championship games, winning
two of them. It is a testament to both
LeBail’s coaching skills and the amazing
talent of the players.

– Chelsie Loves &
Charlotte Briggs

He who has not
Christmas
in his heart
will never find it
under a tree.

Chloe Bardis, a sixth grade setter on
the team, describes LeBail as a “ten out of
ten” coach. “He’s fun,” added Bardis. First
year player and seventh grader Rachael
Watson is the hitter for the team, and
said LeBail had high expectations for his
squad. “He motivated us to do our best.
Sometimes, he would get frustrated with
us when we didn’t show self-confidence
and work as a team. He knew we had a
lot of potential so we worked on skills
to constantly improve,” said Watson.
“Everything came together at the
tournament. Even though he was tough,
we would not have had a great season
without him.”
Next year, eleven players will return
although the team will be saying
goodbye to all three eighth grade
captains. With the same strong core of
the team in place, Walpole can expect
another winning streak next fall.
– Maria Mendez
			

Book Review
…For Young Adults
Coraline by Neil Gaiman
I highly recommend the reader of this
book be over ten years old because it has
some spooky moments and disturbing
scenarios.
Coraline has always
wondered what was
on the other side of
the locked door in the
corner of the drawing
room. One day, she
asked her mother to
open it for her. When
her mother does finally
open the door, there is
only a flat brick wall in
the way. “See? Nothing,” her mother tells
her.
Coraline tries the door again later and
is shocked to find a tunnel that leads into
an exact replica of her flat. In this flat,
there is a similar world but with a fantasy
twist to it.
In this world, she meets her wicked
other mother that tries her hardest to
make Coraline happy so that she can one
day have her as a daughter…or a meal.
This story offers good horror writing
with a dash of fantasy. Even the classic
spooky black cat is there, which happens
to help Coraline through the course of
this twisting nightmare in which she has
become trapped.
“Let’s play a game, shall we?”
		

– Roy L. Smith

– Abigail O’Brien

Shriver family scarecrow winner.

17

Walpole Clarion

The

Reader Commentary
To the Walpole Community,
We’d like to take this opportunity to
express our appreciation for the support
and enthusiasm you have shown for
the Clarion to date. We truly missed
the Walpole Gazette (we still have the
issues announcing Christina’s birth and
featuring Johanna’s thank you note to
Santa). We’ve thoroughly enjoyed the
excitement and challenges of the last 4
years in producing a new periodical for
our town, as well as being part of the
creative synergy generated with Jan and
Ray. Every compliment for the paper has
warmed our hearts and made us feel our
contribution has made a difference.

Other business interests and a serious
illness of a member of our family have
made our continued participation very
difficult. We are grateful to have someone
as passionate as Ray take the helm at the
Clarion. We know it will only improve –
especially with Jan’s considerable talent
and creative vision.
Thank you all,
		

– Barbara & Rob Kasper
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Ray Boas, Publisher
PO Box 757
Walpole, NH 03608
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Wed:
Ann Brunelle to Chris Mason,
October 3
Parents:
Deb and Jim Brunelle
Mary Ellen and Paul Mason

Wed:
Mary Young
to Jonathan T. LaClair,
October 25
Parents:
John Young of Manchester, NH
and Rebecca Young of Maine;
Lewis LaClair of Walpole
and Cindy LaClair
of Hopkinton, NH.

LTJG Christina Kasper
was awarded the Surface
Warfare Officer pin
on November 16,
signifying her qualification
to command a
U.S. Naval ship at sea.

Publisher’s Corner
This month it is a pleasure to
welcome several new advertisers to
the Clarion family. I have stopped
at Jingles in Westmoreland and
shopped and visited with Larry and
Jan for years, and when I introduced
them to the newsletter, they were
thrilled to see it. Make sure when
traveling to Keene to stop, say hi,
and see their wonderful selection of
Christmas items, country things and
antiques. Professional antiques dealer
and neighbor, Kathy, is opening a
“pop-up” holiday shop in Bellows Falls
on the Square, so visit with her too.
And when in need of a home repair
(whether a couple hour fix, or more
complex), give Mike a call. Needing
no introduction, The Walpole Village
Salon sends its wishes. Remember
our advertisers support the Clarion,
getting it to you, so please support
them too.
And, finally, this has been a very
full and fast year for me, and full of
Blessings. May I personally extend
my best wishes to you for a safe
and joyous holiday season. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year.
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– Ray Boas, Publisher

Gleanings

from the Town Minutes

Gun Permit
Well, Thanksgiving is behind us and
time to start planning for the Christmas
Holidays. I was walking around the big
Mart store in Claremont thinking about
those things, when I ran into my friend
Elwud. He had an unusual hang-dog
look about himself.
“Did you have a good Thanksgiving
gathering with all your family?” I asked.
“Well Sir,” he began, “It started off
okay. All thirty of us crowded into the
shed and there was food galore. We had
bear, venison, possum, squirrel and the
traditional turkey with all the fixins. We
sat the kids at a separate table so they
could have their usual food fight without
adult intervention.”
“Everythin’ was going great until
Granpa John got choked on a squirrel
bone and spit his dentures into the
rabbit gravy. That sorta kilt the rest of
the meal.”
“So,” I offered, “is that why you look so
down in the dumps?”
“No, it is because of all the burglary
and breakin’ inta houses lately. Not just
the stealin’ of stuff but the violence on
people. Told Velma that I needed to do
somethin’ to protect us and that I was
going to get a hand gun and a permit to
carry it wherever and whenever I wanted.
Well sir, she was agin’ it but after that
incident in Cornish recently, she allowed
that maybe it might be a good idea. So
I proceeded to the local Gun and Ammo
store and that’s when my latest trouble
began. My plan was to get a small 9 mm
that Velma could handle if I was not at
home, and a carry permit. So I picked out
the gun and ammo and stepped up to
the cashier to pay for my purchases.
The little cashier says, ‘Strip down,
facing me.’
Quickly makin’ a mental note to
complain to the NRA about these gun
control wackos going too far, I did as
I was told. Finally the screechin’ and
alarms stopped, and I found out she was
referrin’ to how I should place my credit
card in the card reader! I been asked not
to shop there ever again. Geez, they need
to make their instructions a little clearer
when dealing with seniors.”
As he walked away, I heard Elwud
mumble, “And besides I still don’t think I
look that bad!”
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Minutes of the Selectboard, Planning
Board, and Zoning Board are posted
in the Town Hall and on a downtown
bulletin board, for all to read. Full
minutes are also posted on-line courtesy
of The Walpolean - thewalpolean.org Some
items gleaned from recent Town minutes:
Selectboard member, Mrs. Pschirrer,
has developed a Citizen Complaint
form and will write a policy to go along
with it. Administrative Assistant, Janet
Clough, will write the procedures for
handling complaints. All complaints will
be logged in whether someone comes to
the window, calls, or contacts the office
by email. The Selectboard will follow up
as necessary.
The continued Public Hearing for
Ruggiero Processing Facility LLC was
postponed at the request of the applicant.
The Planning Board will continue the
Public Hearing on December 8, 2015.
Hubbard Farms, LLC, will have a
survey done to separate the barbecue
area from its property. It is planned that
the BBQ area will be given to the Town.
The Selectboard will schedule a Public
Hearing to accept the gift after receiving
a letter and a copy of the survey from
Hubbard Farms. A permanent right-ofway to the Town pool / recreation areas
will also be completed.
The Avanru Building Permit is being
modified to show that the up to 67
multi-family housing development on
Main Street, approved by the Planning
Board November 13, 2012 will be built
in phases with the first phase being
units 1 to 21. When Mr. Franks is ready
to start building units 22 to 67, he will
have to return to the board for another
modification on or before April 1, 2016.
To stay up to date with Town official
business, subscribe to The Walpolean (for
free) - thewalpolean.org (Just follow the
instructions at the top of the blog’s page.
– Ray Boas
			

Avoid Holiday Hazards
Pretty lights and decorations add
to the feel of the holiday season, but if
they are not used properly, your holidays
can go from festive to frightening very
quickly. By following a few simple safety tips,
you can greatly reduce the fire risk in your
home or business this holiday season.
Place Christmas trees, candles, and other
holiday decorations at least three feet away
from heat sources like fireplaces, portable
heaters, radiators and heat vents.
Purchase flame retardant metallic or
artificial trees. If you purchase a real
tree, make sure that it has fresh, green
needles that aren’t easily broken. Keep
live trees as moist as possible by giving
them plenty of water.
Make sure that light strings and
other holiday decorations are in good
condition. Do not use anything with
frayed electrical cords, and always follow
the manufacturer’s instructions.
Always unplug tree and holiday lights
before leaving home or going to bed.
Never use lighted candles to decorate
a tree. Always extinguish candles before
leaving the room or going to bed.
Use only sturdy tree stands designed
not to tip over. Keep curious pets and
children away from Christmas trees.
Keep anything that can catch on fire
(pot holders, oven mitts, wooden utensils,
paper or plastic bags, food packaging, and
towels or curtains) away from your stove top.
Designate one person to walk around
your home to make sure that all candles
and smoking materials are properly
extinguished after guests leave.
Smoke alarms save lives. Install a smoke
alarm near your kitchen, on each level
of your home, near sleeping areas, and
inside and outside bedrooms if you sleep
with doors closed. Use the test button to
check it each month. Replace batteries at
least once a year.
SERVPRO of Cheshire Co., NH and
Windham and Windsor Co., VT wishes
you a joyous and happy holiday season!
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What I
don’t like
about office
Christmas
parties
is looking
for a job
the next day.
– Phyllis Diller
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Merry Christmas!

From all of us at the Clarion,

