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Garbage Bagged…For Now
Incomplete Ruggiero Site Plan Rejected

At its monthly meeting Tuesday,
December 8 (with almost 60 people in
the audience), the Walpole Planning
Board’s first agenda item was to consider
a request from the Ruggiero Processing
Facility for a continuance of a Site Plan
Review from October. The site plan
requested changes at their facility in the
Industrial Park at the south end of town.
The continuance request was to allow
time while Ruggiero’s attorney pursues
a Superior Court opinion on the issue
of state preemption of local ordinances.
The board unanimously voted no to
this request. The applicant’s site plan
application was to “add another 2,500
square-foot pole barn, new access road,
trailer for employee break room and a
scale near the entrance to the property.”
This new construction was in conjunction
with Ruggiero’s application to the state
to process Municipal Solid Waste (MSW)
at the facility. Originally permitted for
the processing of construction debris at
its site, Ruggiero was proposing bringing
garbage here from Vermont, New
Hampshire, and possibly Massachusetts,
for processing.
At its lengthy October 13 meeting
concerning the proposed site, the
Planning Board unanimously agreed
“to defer the decision until such time
as we have a discussion with our town
lawyer about our authority and the ZBA
authority, until we have a complete
site plan review and have the right
documentation, and then how it relates
to the comments and decisions made
by DES.” In November, the Planning
Board decided not to seek legal opinion,
instead deciding that Ruggiero needed
“to return to the Zoning Board for
a review of the proposal.” When the
Zoning Board originally granted a
Continued on Page 13

Hooper Sale Update

The Unitarian Church’s
Labyrinth of Lights

Upcoming
Election Dates

Election Filing Dates for Town Offices will begin
January 20, 2016, ending at 5 pm Friday, January
29. The Town Clerk’s office will be open 3 to 5 pm
Friday, January 29 per State Law for filing.
Petition Warrant Article Deadline is
February 2 – the last day a petition may be
accepted for inclusion as a “warrant article”
on election day. The petition must be signed
by 25 or more voters, or 2% of the total voter
registration, whichever is less.
The Presidential Primary will be held February
9, 2016. Residents may register on Election day
with proof of ID and residency. Registration may
also be made with the Town Clerk during Office
Hours up to 10 days before the Election.

Editor’s Note: The sale of the Hooper
Mansion and Golf Course, as well as the
completion of the Conservation Easement,
have not been completed as originally
planned. The Hooper Trustees have
provided the Clarion the following current
update.
There has been a great deal of
speculation as to the current status of
the Hooper Property – its Conservation
Easement and property sale. The
Trustees’ objective is to close as soon as
possible on the Conservation Easement,
which so many of you supported.
The Office of Charitable Trusts of the
Attorney General’s Office has agreed to
our request to separate the closing of the
Conservation Easement from the sale of
the property. Our petition to amend the
Court Order of September 2, 2014, to
combine the sales has been filed with the
Probate Court. Because the Charitable
Trust Unit assents to this request, we do
not anticipate any problem.
The Trustees’ second objective is to
keep the golf course open. However,
the Trustees do not yet have a clear path
as how this is going to happen. Hooper
Realty LLC is still trying to raise the funds
necessary to purchase the property and
continue the operation of the golf course.
This is the best option for the long term.
In the short term, the Trustees are
exploring ways to work with the Hooper
Golf Club to develop a business plan
that will provide the appropriate level
of income to the Hooper Educational
Trust, which is the Trustees’ primary
responsibility.
The Trustees will explore every option
that is presented with regards to keeping
the golf course open, in good condition
Continued on Page 5

Net-zero Unity Home Built on Wentworth Road
Unity Homes, Bensonwood’s new
initiative dedicated to building more
affordable high-performance homes,
recently erected a 1600 square foot
home on Wentworth Road that will be
“net zero” as soon as the solar panels
are installed. This means the home will
produce as much energy as it consumes.
The home has also been designed
to qualify for the highest level of
certification (Platinum) from the widelyrecognized LEED program, Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design.
This particular home was recently
featured as the centerpiece of the trade
show at this year’s Greenbuild Conference
in Washington, D.C. Greenbuild is a
national showcase for the latest news,
information and trends in green building.
Because the parts and pieces of the
home had been prefabricated in Walpole,
Unity’s crew -- led by Walpole resident
John McElroy -- was able to assemble
the complete home on the trade show
floor in less than three days. During the
conference, over 1200 building industry
professionals toured the home.
When the conference ended, the
home was dismantled and trucked
back to Walpole. In the two days before
Thanksgiving, Unity’s crew reassembled

it on a permanent foundation on
Wentworth Road. Unity is in the process
of finishing the home to make it fully
functional, and anticipates touring
prospective clients through the home
in 2016. An open house for the local
community is being planned for the
spring -- details to follow.
The key to the home’s impressive
performance lies in the building
envelope, which has been engineered
and detailed to be highly energy
efficient. The well-insulated, air-tight
enclosure is complemented by a
mechanical ventilation system that
ensures healthy indoor air for the
occupants. High performance homes like
this are inherently resilient, providing a
secure haven if the grid goes down and
temperatures plummet.
Tedd Benson states that, “Because
open space in Walpole is precious, we
don’t take lightly the responsibility of
building a new home here. This home
sets a high -- but achievable -- bar for
performance. Because the home will be
net-zero energy, it serves as a model for
the type of building we need more of as
we face increasingly severe challenges
with the environment and climate
change.”			
– Andrew Dey
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John and Carol Hubbard received the
Kurn Hattin Homes for Children Charles
Albert Dickinson Award on December
10. This award, named for the Homes’
founder, has been awarded annually
since 2013. The award recognizes those
whose philanthropic commitment
epitomizes the Homes’ mission.
John and Carol are involved in all
aspects of the school. John’s parents
were supporters of the school, and
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John became involved too, early in
his life, serving the school in many
capacities. The couple was instrumental
in facilitating donations from the New
Hampshire Charitable Foundation to
Kurn Hattin. Accepting the award at the
school’s Westminster, Vermont, campus,
where they have both donated their
time so generously over the years, John
said, “Carol and I believe in Kurn Hattin’s
mission, and we are pleased to have
been a part of it.” Congratulations to
John and Carol. For more information on
the school visit kurnhattin.org
– Ray Boas
			

Hooper Tree Cutting
Many of you have been asking
questions about the tree cutting at the
Hooper Institute, completed in the late
fall of 2015.
We had 52 trees of at least six inches
diameter removed along with many
saplings and brush.
The Hooper
Committee decided to do this project for
several reasons including visibility, safety
and wildlife habitat improvement.
The area with the most trees removed
was the old Christmas tree plantation
on the east slope of the field. This area
was first planted in 1975. The trees did
provide income to the Institute for several
years in the 1980’s. With the exception
of three trees, most of the spruce and
fir were becoming so crowded that the
bottom branches were dying. Only the
tips of these conifers were surviving.
Invasive bittersweet vines easily climbed
the trellises made by the dying branches
and were presenting a new problem.
The plan for the area is to return it to
a meadow. Early successional fields with
herbaceous perennials such as milkweed,
goldenrod and New England aster
are very desirable habitats for wildlife,
particularly pollinating insects. Have
any of you established a butterfly garden
in your yard? Have you heard of the
many pollinator projects happening on
municipal and private lands? By mowing
the field twice yearly at the Institute, we
hope to set back the successional clock
from woody plants to flowering plants.
Junior high students at the Walpole
school will be involved. They will be
helping to start and cultivate seeds at
the school, then plant seedlings in the
spring at the Institute.
Other plans for the field include
establishing a mowed path parallel to
the road. This can be used by walkers
to avoid a narrow stretch of the road
between the pond and the top of the hill
by the Institute driveway entrance. This
short, steep trail will connect with the
snowmobile trail along the edge of the
pond and the Old Meetinghouse Road
trail. This quarter mile loop trail can be
used by the public as well as enhance
our summer camp outings.
The other area dramatically altered
by the cutting is the area of evergreens
in front of the building by the road. The
trees had been planted there many years
ago. With time and age, the saplings
had become very large trees, crowding
one another and overhanging the road.
The dense foliage impeded visibility for
those crossing the street on foot, as our
summer campers do, as well as for those
leaving by auto. The white cedar that has
been left should begin to fill out and look

After the cutting…

more robust in three to five years with
the abundant sunlight they will now
receive.
There were other smaller areas where
trees were thinned, branches pruned
and deadwood removed for safety
sake. The Hooper Committee achieved
its goal of improved visibility of the
building and grounds to those who pass
by. The Committee has created a land
management sub-committee to further
discuss improvements to the property.
If you would be interested in joining the
Hooper Institute Committee, there will be
three openings as of March, 2016. If you
would like more details, please call me at
756-4382 or email HOOPERINSTITUTE@
myfairpoint.net. 		
– Eloise Clark

Horse Thieves
201st Anniversary Annual Meeting
The “Horse Thieves” annual meeting
is Saturday, January 16 at 6 pm in the
Walpole Town Hall. All members are
welcome for this brief “business meeting.”
If you’d like to become a member of
the Horse Thieves, you can do so at any
time by contacting Lewis LaClair, Clerk
(LLaclair@advancedrisk.com or 7560001) or Sheldon Sawyer, President
(756-3404), or by showing up early for
our meeting. Open to male residents of
Walpole, joining requires signing our
members’ register, providing information
so we can reach you, and paying lifetime
dues of $2.		
– Lewis LaClair
Pre-K, kindergarten and first grade
students enjoyed an early
Thanksgiving feast
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Goodwife Brewster (Becky Pearson)
shared glimpses of 17th century life
with primary school students

4-H Winners

Playground Project
Nearly 30 years ago many of us helped
build the playground behind Walpole
Primary. Time and the elements have
taken a toll…
The children of Walpole could use your
help. Conditions of the existing primary
school playground are deteriorating and
becoming unsafe. The playground was
funded and built by volunteers in 1989. It
has provided excitement and challenges
for many Walpole children, as well as
visitors from other towns.
I will be forming a Playground Project
Volunteer Committee with membership
from parents, schools staff, community
members, grandparents and alumni.
The new playground will be located
near the existing playground. This is a
perfect location for the school and the
town because it will be located near the
Whitcomb Town Park. The playground is
used year round.
The committee’s goals will be:
To design and build a safe playground
for all area children.
To involve the children in the design
and fundraising efforts.
To involve as many community
members and businesses as possible.
To use volunteer labor, when possible,
in the construction of the playground.
These goals and concepts were used
in the construction of the original
playground and have been successful
with two other playgrounds within our
school district. One thing about Walpole,
all things are possible when this town
supports its children.
If you are interested, please contact
me at the Walpole School 756-4728.
		
– Sam Jacobs, Principal

•
•
•
•

Players’ Fundraiser
The Walpole Players’ fundraiser for the
Fall Mountain Food Shelf and Our-Place
Drop-In Center concluded on December
12th with $2211 raised for those two
organizations. The “$250 Shopping
Spree” (donated by an anonymous
donor) was won by Shirley Byczkowski.
The fundraiser was initiated this year
when the players were unable to stage
A Christmas Carol for an eighth time. “But
we did not want our local foodshelves
to suffer from the lack of donations
that we always raised for them from our
production,” co-directors Tara Sad and
Ray Boas stated. So the idea for a $250
shopping spree incentive was hatched.
Based on the donation amount, the
donors received one or more entries for
the drawing.
Even though the fundraiser is over,
you can still donate to the foodshelves.
Your tax-deductible donations to help
feed our less fortunate neighbors may
be mailed to: The Fall Mountain Food
Shelf, PO Box 191, Alstead, NH 03602; or,
Our Place Drop-In Center, PO Box 852,
Bellows Falls, VT 05101.
Thank you again to all our generous
donors. 		
– Ray Boas

The Cheshire County 4-H Council, in
conjunction with the Pinnacleview 4-H
Club, recently sponsored its 2015 4-H
Awards Supper. The dinner was held in
Walpole to celebrate the achievements
of 4-H leaders and members. County
medals and certificates of Continued
Achievement were given to members
whose records have shown noteworthy
levels of achievement, leadership,
and service within their project areas.
Walpole award recipients included:
Maddie Beaudry and Paige Ricci.
In addition to her Certificate of
Continued Achievement for Leadership,
Maddie Beaudry was also recognized
as an outstanding 4-H member. She
has been a member of Pinnacleview
4-H Club for nine years, excelling in
the dairy project. Maddie has been
awarded trips to Louisville, Kentucky
for 4-H Dairy Judging, the National 4-H
Dairy Conference, and the National 4-H
Congress.
Paige Ricci, a member of the Bits
and Bridles 4-H Club, received the Bob
and Jean Williams Award. This award is
given annually to 12 or 13 year olds who
show outstanding 4-H service in the
areas of achievement, leadership, and
citizenship.
– Diane Dugray
Photos Provided

Maddie Beaudry.

Paige Ricci
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Library
Keep Kids Reading
A New Program Series
Reading is a skill that benefits children
throughout their lives. The earlier we
read to our children, the more words
they hear and the more their vocabulary
grows. As children continue through
school, reading helps with writing skills,
test taking skills and creativity. The
Walpole Library has designed a series of
programs for children from birth to their
senior year in high school to encourage
reading.
To kick off these new programs, we’ll
be having a Keep Kids Reading Launch
Party on January 23rd from 1 to 3pm
(weather permitting). Families, children
and teens will be able to sign up for their
program, collect any helpful or needed
materials, check out some books, plus
eat some pizza, get their face painted,
and enjoy some popcorn!
The New Hampshire State Library has
started an initiative for children called
1,000 Books Before Kindergarten. This
program is designed to keep parents
and caregivers reading to children from
birth until they enter Kindergarten.
Research has shown a 30 million word
gap between children in the wealthiest
and the poorest families. This word gap
is based largely on the words children
hear, or don’t hear, every day. By reading
to and with your children, they hear
more words and also learn the flow
of language, which makes learning to
read easier. Our 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten program is designed to
help you select books to read, and find
other activities to do with your child to
help their language skills develop and
foster a love of reading!
While the 1,000 Books Before
Kindergarten program was our launching
point, we did not want to leave any
Walpole children out of the fun! We’ve

created a 300 Books Before 5th Grade
program, a 100 Books Before High School
program and a 50 Books Before College
program. Families, children and teens
who participate in any of these programs
will get helpful lists of book ideas, as well
as a tracking sheet and prizes for hitting
certain milestones. We’ll also be hosting
Milestone Parties twice a year for those
who sign up for the programs.
We can’t wait to see you on January
23rd! If you have any questions, please
contact Justine Rogers at 756-9806, or
walpolelibrary@comcast.net.
Reading Challenge for Adults
One of our most popular posts on
Facebook recently was a 2016 Reading
Challenge. The challenge is meant to
provide a fun way for you to broaden your
reading horizons. The Walpole Library
has adapted this challenge and created
a program to run all year for adults. Pick
up your 2016 Reading Challenge card
at the library any time (the sooner you
do it, the more prizes you can win)! The
cards list challenges like “read a book
with a blue cover” and “read a book
from the New York Times Best Seller List.”
Some challenges are easy and fun while
some will take a little more digging and
some recommendations. Some of our
book displays throughout the year will
help with the tougher challenges. Each
book you read in 2016 can check off one
challenge on the card. Make sure to keep
the Challenge Card with you and bring
it to the library when you complete a
challenge so we can hole-punch the
card! There are 52 distinct challenges
and for each challenge you complete
you’ll earn a raffle ticket for a prize.
We’ll be pulling a prize winner 4 times
throughout the year in March, June,
September and December. The more you
read the more chances you have to win a
prize! We can’t wait to help you achieve
your reading goals for 2016! Questions?
Contact Justine Rogers at 756-9806 or
walpolelibrary@comcast.net
		
– Justine Rogers
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Continued from Page 1: Hooper

and providing a revenue stream to the
Hooper Trust. At this point there are
several options.
To summarize, our first objective is to
protect the Hooper land through the
Conservation Easement, keep the golf
course open and provide appropriate
funding to the Hooper Trust as well
as concluding the sale of the Hooper
Property.
Thank you for continued patience and
understanding.
– Hooper Trustees

Hooper Golf Club Update
In a letter mailed November 11 to its
members, the Hooper Golf Club reported
a shortfall of “upwards of $25,000 to
cover expenses through the end of the
year.” Revenues for the year were up,
but unplanned requirements to buy
specialized mowers and repair costs for
winter damage to the irrigation system
exceeded the budgeted amount.
As stated in the letter, “One of the
expenses not stayed on top of is rent…”
On October 15, the Trustees of the
George L. Hooper Trust requested that
past due rent of $6,000 for the months
of July, August and September be paid
immediately. The Trustee’s letter further
stated “the Trustees will not enter into
discussions with the Club on future leases
if all monies owed under the current
lease are not paid in full by December
31, 2015.”
It was reported in the Keene Sentinel
on December 6 that “Ron Rosko, the pro
at Hooper Golf Club in Walpole the last
five years, was let go two weeks ago.
The move is part of a major cost-cutting
effort by the 100-year-old course, which
faces a budget deficit of $25,000 through
the end of the year…”
Editor’s note: Details for this article
were derived from the letter mailed
November 11 to golf club members. As
of this writing (December 20), the rent
payments had not been made.
			
– Ray Boas

A Holiday Season Gift of Music

Forget roasting chestnuts or bright,
blinding lights; music is the soul of the
holiday season. On Wednesday evening,
December 2nd, the Walpole Elementary
School’s band and chorus put on a
holiday concert in the WES Gymnasium
that instilled the holiday spirit in all those
in attendance.
Anna Johnson and Sean Meagher, the
musical instructors at WES, organized
the holiday concert. Johnson teaches the
fifth grade band and the sixth, seventh,
and eighth grade chorus, while Meagher
works with the sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade band and fifth grade chorus. Both
teachers expressed their pride and
gratitude for the effort of their respective
students throughout the concert.

“I think Mr. Meagher did a really great
job directing us,” said Mary Ronning, a
seventh grade flute player in the band.
“(Music) is important this time of year
because it’s the spirit of giving and we are
giving music, just like carolers would.”
The songs of the evening showcased
all of the hard work put in by fifth, sixth,
seventh, and eighth grade bands and
choruses. The fifth grade band started off
the evening with tremendous renditions
of holiday music, finishing with Kool
and the Gang’s “Celebration” to set the
tone for the rest of the concert. Some of
the songs played by the sixth, seventh,
and eighth grade band included “The
Christmas Song (Chestnuts Roasting
on an Open Fire)”, “Roman Fanfare”, and
“Rock of Ages.” The band finished with
an incredible, and difficult, rendition
of “Ukrainian Bell Carol.” The sixth,
seventh, and eighth chorus closed out
the evening. The chorus crooned “Count
on Me”, “Seasons of Love”, “Walking in the
Air”, “Here in My House”, and “All I Want
for Christmas is You.”
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The enthusiam level was high
at both concerts

Family and friends packed the school gymnasium
for the Pre-K - 4 holiday concert

“I think we did a pretty lovely job,”
said seventh grader Emily Heath, a
member of the chorus. “I think it (the
music) really sets the mood in a nice,
happy way. This time of year is about
giving and everybody coming home and
forgetting about all the bad stuff.” Thanks
to the choruses and bands at Walpole
Elementary School, an entire auditorium
of people had the opportunity, for at
least an hour, to get into the holiday
spirit while forgetting about all that “bad
stuff.”			
– Jake Gagnon

Kites

rise highest
against the wind
not with it.
–Winston Churchill
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church
Reverend Craig Breismeister
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Grace Bible Fellowship

756-4837 • www.gbf4hisglory.com
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

All Saints Parish

Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine
Mass: Mon., 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am
St. Peter Church, North Walpole;
Tues. 8am, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 8:30am
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown
Confessions: Thurs., 4:45-5:20 pm,
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm, St. Peter

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw
Communion Service: Wednesday, Noon
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Unitarian Church
Reverend Lisa Mobayed, M.Div.
Service: Sunday 10 am

I base
my fashion taste
on what doesn’t itch.
–Gilda Radner

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday: 1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday: 10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday: 2 - 4 pm
Saturday: 1 - 4 pm

Candlelight Vigil
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness:
only light can do that. Hate cannot drive
out hate: only love can do that.”
– Martin Luther King Jr., A Testament of Hope:
The Essential Writings and Speeches

A group of Walpoleans concerned
about the recent rise in hate speech and
Islamophobia in the national discourse
have decided to hold a candlelight vigil
Martin Luther King Jr. Day Weekend,
Sunday, January 17 at 5:30 pm on the
Walpole Town Common. All are welcome
to gather with their own candles. This
event is hosted by St. John’s Episcopal
Church, the First Congregational Church
of Walpole, the Walpole Unitarian Church
and a group of concerned Walpole
citizens. What better response to violent
and fearful speech than to call us back to
our higher ideals?
In the last six months, we have seen a
rise in hate speech and acts of violence
against immigrants, Muslims, and people
of color, fueled by sensationalism and
partisanship in our 24-hour news cycle.
Politicians and the media create a climate
of anxiety intended to grab our attention
and fill us with fear. As Americans, we are
better than this.
As Americans, we must speak out in
order to counter these fearful, divisive
messages with a call to resist fear, seek
justice, and appreciate the diversity of
faith and race in our great nation.
To say nothing in the face of
Islamophobia and hate speech sends the
message that you agree. To neglect to
proclaim that Black Lives Matter implies
that they don’t (because historically they
haven’t.) Please come to this event to
respond to hate and fear with a message
of love.
Faithfully yours,
– Rev. Susan Kershaw, Rev. Lisa Mobayed,
Rev. Craig Breismeister

Name That Tune
The North Walpole Library was a
lively place to be on December 8. Rose
Werden, Librarian, hosted an afternoon
of Christmas Songs, with Steve Damon
playing a terrific saxophone. Steve’s clues
for guessing tunes were outrageous. His
delivery and stories were fun and his
music was awesome. Rose had a grand
spread of refreshments. Folks who
attended laughed a lot, sang a lot, and
guessed a lot (based on just the first two
or three notes of the tune). We thank
Rose for this wonderful afternoon show.
– Pam O’Hara
			

The Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet at the
First Congregational Church in Walpole
at noon on Monday, January 18 for a
potluck luncheon. Everyone is asked to
bring a contribution for the Fall Mountain
Food Shelf and a dish to share with
the members. Lunch will be followed
by a discussion about tours available
during 2016. Bring your ideas for some
outstanding trips, so that this can be a
banner year for travel by the Walpole Seniors.
			
– Jan Martin

Art After School:
Walpole Art After School begins the
Winter/Spring semester on Wednesday,
January 6, 3:15 - 5 pm, at the Parish Hall
of St. John’s Episcopal Church. Teachers
Racheal Scott and Susan Kershaw have
lots of great winter-themed projects
planned. In January, the young artists
will be using creativity to learn about
tolerance and the importance of
welcoming everyone to our community.
Any child in first through sixth grade is
welcome to attend. Parents are asked
to consider a donation to help with the
costs of the running program, which total
$50 per month, or $200 per semester.
Any size donation is welcome. There is
no tuition or fee. For more information,
please check out our website, www.
walpoleartafterschool.org, or contact
Susan Kershaw, Executive Director, info@
walpoleartafterschool.org
		

– Rev. Susan Kershaw

Walpole Unitarian

All January services are at 10 am, and
except for January 3, all are in the church
on the corner of Main and Union Street.
January 3: Family First Sunday, 10 am
at Hastings House. Breakfast!
January 10: Roger Guest
January 17: Rev. Lisa Mobayed
January 24: Dorothy Read
January 31: Rev. Lisa Mobayed
Call 756-9036 for more information.
– Antonia Andreoli
		

•
•
•
•
•
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The Giving Tree Project:
The Revs. Susan Kershaw and Craig
Breismeister thank everyone in our
caring community for their support
of the 2015 Giving Tree project. With
your help, we were able to help many
Walpole families with Christmas gifts
for their children. A special thank you
goes to Mary Schoppmeyer for help in
organizing the gift requests and tags.
Thanks also to the Town of Walpole
Library, the Savings Bank of Walpole,
the First Congregational Church, and St.
John’s Episcopal Church for hosting trees.
Many thanks to those who shopped for
the tags left on the trees and wrapped
countless gifts. The Giving Tree Project
is a worthy program that demonstrates
the high level of compassion that makes
Walpole an outstanding community in
which to live!
– Rev. Susan Kershaw

HCS Wellness Clinic
Home Healthcare, Hospice and
Community Services will hold a Nurse
Is In clinic in Walpole on Friday, January
22. An HCS wellness nurse will be at
Applewood Senior Housing from 10
-11 am to check blood pressures and
to answer questions about home care
and any health concerns you may have.
These screenings are open to the public
of all ages, and are offered free of charge.
No appointment is necessary.
The Nurse Is In clinics are sponsored by
Home Healthcare, Hospice & Community
Services (HCS), a Monadnock United Way
agency. For more information, visit www.
HCSservices.org or call HCS at 352-2253.
		
– Susan Ashworth

St. John’s Episcopal
St. John’s offers a mid-week Communion
service, every week at Noon. We use a
modified liturgy from the New Zealand
Prayer Book. This half hour service is
a lovely way to gather together and
refresh your spirit for the rest of the
week. Everyone is welcome, from any
tradition or if simply seeking a place to
worship. Need more information? Visit
our website: www.stjohnswalpole.org,
or contact our Rector, the Rev. Susan
Kershaw, rector@stjohnswalpole.org.
		

– Rev. Susan Kershaw

Walpole Business Notes

Photo Provided

First Congregational
Aids Fall Mountain Food Shelf
The December 11 Friendly Friday was
a great success! Eleven families donated
enough regular-size toiletries to fill a big
basket for the Fall Mountain Food Shelf.
We also made more than 60 Blessing Bags
with travel-size toothbrushes, toothpaste,
shampoo, soap, conditioner and lotion
donated by church members, families,
Bowman Dental and Holiday Inn Express
in Keene. Twenty kids in attendance, age
three to twelve, decorated slips of paper
expressing blessings to go in each of the
bags. Rev. Craig and his family delivered
all the items the next day to Mary Lou
Huffling at the Food Shelf. In addition
to this gift of service, everyone enjoyed
a delicious pot luck meal, games, songs
and hearing about the Christmas story.
The next Friendly Friday will be
January 22 , from 5:30-7:30 pm at 1st
Congregational Church. Once again Rev.
Craig and his family invite families of all
kinds to join in another fun evening. To
honor Rev. Martin Luther King’s legacy
and promote love of neighbor, we’ll give
another gift of service in addition to
our usual food, fellowship and fun. This
time the aim is to provide a project that
allows Friendly Friday kids and families
help other kids. Connect with the
Friendly Fridays FaceBook page for more
details as the project comes together:
www.facebook.com/Friendly-Fridays499176670243665/.
As always, we invite families to bring
a side or main dish to share. Church
will provide drinks and dessert. Other
upcoming dates are February 26 and
March 18, 5:30-7:30 pm. For further
questions about Friendly Fridays, check
out the FaceBook page or contact the
church: 756-4075, walpolechurch@
yahoo.com.
– Jennifer Breismeister
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Linda “Sue” Webb, MA, LMFT (Licensed
Marriage and Family Therapist), and
Sheenagh Donato, MA, LMFT, have
announced that they will be relocating
their offices January 1, 2016, to 8
Westminster Street in Walpole (next to
Ruggles and Hunt) in the space formerly
occupied by Monadnock Family Services.
Both Sue and Sheenagh, as Marriage and
Family Therapists, practice individual,
family and family systems, and couples
therapy. They specialize in trauma and
PTSD, depression, anxiety, as well as
other mood disorders. For additional
information, Sue can be reached at 7620463 and Sheenagh at 313-2281.
After 67 years of operating in what
began as Everett and Esther Houghton’s
home located at 9 Elm Street, everyone
at Everett E. Houghton Co., Inc. are
excited to announce that we are moving.
We will be closed the week between
Christmas and the New Year as we
relocate our office and remainder of
our shop inventory to 279 Main Street,
located directly across the street from
the Walpole Fire Department. (How
convenient!) However, we will still be
answering phone calls as the move
allows and, as always, will be available
for any emergencies that may arise.
While we will miss being located in
the heart of town, we are eager to get
settled into our new home. Thank you to
everyone for your support and patience,
especially during this big transition.
Please feel free to stop by after the first
of the year to say hello!
		

– Mark Houghton

Mazziott Bake Shop, 40 Main Street,
will be hosting monthly Jazz Dinners
and Pizza and Games Nights beginning
in 2016. For details call 603 439-1655.
Your 100 word submission of “business
notes” is welcome for possible insertion.

10 Cal.

11 Cal.

W.R.A.P.
Town Of Walpole,
North Walpole & Drewsville

NOTICE

Beginning November 1, 2015, and
continuing until April 1, 2016: Notice
is hereby given that all motor vehicles
parked on any street or highway or
right of way within the limits of the
Town of Walpole between 11 pm and
7 am may be towed away at any time
during a snow and/or ice storm at
the owner’s expense and risk, and
ticketed.
During a major snowstorm (6” or
more), daytime parking on all streets
or highways or rights of way shall be
limited to two hours. Cars parked
for more than 2 hours will be towed
away at the owner’s expense and risk,
or ticketed.
The purpose of this parking ban is
to allow winter maintenance crews
unobstructed snow removal and ice
control routes.
Per Order of Select Board
Walpole, New Hampshire

As a young kid, do you remember
singing “America the Beautiful?” We
all had to learn how to sing it in school
long ago – even before we graduated
on up to the First Grade! You remember:
“Spacious skies” and “Amber Waves of
Grain.”
OK now, how ‘bout New Hampshire
the Beautiful? I never did learn that one.
Did you? If you Google “New Hampshire
the Beautiful” you will not find the lyrics
– I’m guessing that nobody has written
that song yet.
Google does tell you however, that
there is a private non-profit charitable
trust that has developed comprehensive
programs to address litter issues, recycling
challenges, environmental awareness
and education. That organization is
called “New Hampshire the Beautiful.”
Now, as we want to call our town,
“Walpole the Beautiful,” this is right up
our line!
For the past 30 years, in order to
help the legislature and individual New
Hampshire towns, they have provided
cash grants to help pay for bins, balers,
shredders and containers.
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Last year they provided 38,000
of those blue bags that are used to
collect litter alongside our highways.
In addition they have provided such
things as recycling signs (e.g “Thank
Your For Recycling”), and assistance to
our schools for education about litter
and recycling.
And finally, they award a prize to a
dedicated recycling professional who
goes above and beyond their facility
recycling responsibilities and engages
their entire community in better
recycling for a more beautiful New
Hampshire.
Here is a picture of Paul Colburn,
Walpole’s
Recycler-in-Chief,
being
awarded the Environmental Steward
Award for this year. Pictured with our
Paul here are Board Members of New
Hampshire the Beautiful.
The citation states that Paul not
only manages a clean and organized
recycling facility here in Walpole, but
also organizes and inspires some 70
volunteers who work with the Recycling
Center Staff to achieve an ever-more
beautiful Walpole.
– Charles Blount

Continued from Page 1: Garbage

Special Exception for the facility, it was
done with certain conditions, “one being
that there should be no changes unless
Mr. Ruggiero goes back to the [Zoning]
Board for permission.”
Prior to the December 8 vote to
“deny the applicant’s site plan request,”
board member Aldrich and Selectboard
representative Dalessio both asserted
that the Ruggiero application was
incomplete. Robert Miller (Vice-Chair of
the Planning Board) eloquently detailed
six reasons for disapproval of the site
plan: 1) the site is wrong; 2) it will cause
pollution; 3) there will be an adverse
impact on property values; 4) Walpole’s
award winning recycling center handles
Walpole’s waste needs; 5) the Town’s
Master Plan does not call for Walpole
becoming a processing center for MSW
for other areas and states; and, 6) Walpole
has spoken - “We do not need nor want
this operation in town.”
Vice-Chair Miller further reported
that he was told by the New Hampshire
Municipal Association that “DES (the
Department of Environmental Services)
does not preempt town rules and
regulations.” Attorney for Ruggiero,
Tom Hanna of Keene, in a letter to the
Planning Board dated December 1,
contends that “State law preempts local
regulation” in this situation. Hanna in that
letter requested “that all Planning Board
proceedings on this matter be continued
pending a Court decision.”
No longer a current agenda item, this
issue of garbage processing in Walpole
will most likely return.
– Ray Boas

Walpole’s Oldest Citizen
At its December 3 meeting, the
Walpole Selectboard announced that
Agnes Ciccalone has been recognized as
our oldest citizen. Agnes now joins the
list of recipients of the town’s coveted
Boston Post Cane. – Ray Boas

Eliminate Heating Hazards
No matter where you live, winter brings
a change in the weather. In an effort to
keep our homes and workplaces cozy,
many people use alternative heat sources
like fireplaces, portable space heaters,
and wood burning stoves. According to
the National Fire Protection Association,
heating equipment is involved in an
estimated 53,600 reported residential
fires annually. Heating is the second
leading cause of residential fire deaths.
It’s important to review ways to help
reduce the risk of a heating-related fire.
Keep flammable items at least three
feet away from heating equipment.
Have a qualified professional install
stationary space heating equipment,
water heaters or central heating
equipment according to the local codes
and manufacturer’s instructions.
Remember to turn portable heaters off
when leaving the room or going to bed.
Plug space heaters directly into outlets,
never into an extension cord or power
strip.
Always use the right kind of fuel,
specified by the manufacturer, for fuel
burning space heaters.
Install and maintain carbon monoxide
and smoke alarms inside your home and
business. Test alarms monthly.
Have heating equipment and chimneys
cleaned and inspected every year by a
qualified professional.
When using a wood-burning fireplace,
make sure the fireplace has a sturdy
screen to help prevent sparks from flying
into the room. Ashes should be cool
before putting them in a metal container.
Keep the container a safe distance away
from your home or business.
SERVPRO of Cheshire Co., NH and
Windham and Windsor Co., VT wishes
you a happy and safe 2016!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Memoir Workshops
…with Pam Bernard
If You Don’t Tell Your Story, Who Will?
Winter Session beginning the week
of January 24. Please call 756-4177 for
more information., or visit my website at
pambernard.com
A workshop for those interested in
transforming the deep exploration
of experience into a convincing and
compelling story.
Explore the genre
and learn the ground
rules
Experiment
with
different approaches
to
making
the
personal universal
Develop
your
unique voice and style
to bring your story to
life
Vivian Gornick says, “Penetrating the
familiar is by no means a given. On the
contrary, it is hard, hard work.” Unlike any
other mode of writing, memoir demands
a kind of honesty that cannot be faked or
manufactured. A successful narrative will
rise from raw experience, but transcend
that experience by virtue of, and in direct
relation to, our willingness to honor our
lives. A memoir should reveal a writer
who shapes memory and experience,
and it is this struggle that will ultimately
move our reader. We own what has
happened to us, and this includes what
we remember. No one else can claim
that. But the process demands that we
redefine the act of remembering, and
in that way redefine what memory is.
Striving for perfect recall encourages
us to be a transcriber rather than a
storyteller. Delight in the moment when
memory becomes story. Please join us at
the table. This workshop could change
your life.			
– Pam Bernard
Advertisement
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Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...the Cold River Stock Yards

opened in the fall of 1872 at the base of
Fall Mountain, where the Connecticut
and Cold Rivers meet? Equipped for
loading or unloading stock, and supplied
with spring water from the mountain,
the yards had ample barns, sheds, and
a stable room. Also located there along
the tracks of The Cheshire Railroad was a
hotel, refitted in the 1870s, “making it one
of the most pleasant and comfortable
Hotels on the line… [with] … every
provision for [the stockmen’s] comfort
and convenience while stopping there.”
Fall Mountain Furniture is now on the
hotel’s site.
In the early days, this was a busy area.
West of the tracks stood a coal shed. The
grain store of John H. Byrnes (building
still standing) was next to the railroad
crossing, northeast of the highway. The
station agent was a lodger above the
grain store. Farmers brought their animals
to the yards here for shipment, returning
home with grain they purchased. During
only four weeks in the summer of 1895,
local farmers shipped 615 calves, 117
sheep, 251 cows, and 20 beef animals
from here to Boston. Animals also arrived
here by train.
In the May, 1945, issue of Railroad
Magazine, Watson B. Berry recounted
his June 1884 journey on the weekly
livestock train that ran from Ogdensburg,
NY, to Boston. For four years, young
Watson hoped to join his father on the
train, and at age 13 it was finally his turn
to join him and three carloads of their
lambs. Three cattle cars were typical for
a shipper. And, since shippers received a
drovers’ pass on the train for each carload
of livestock, a shipper/drover could have
two extra passes for a caboose ride on
the cattle train to Boston, and a return
trip on a regular train.

Cold River Stock Yards circa 1873

Cold River Station circa 1920s

The Berrys left Friday morning
and had a layover at the Cold
River Stock Yards beginning
Saturday night. According to
Watson’s account, his train
had, “thirty carloads of
bleating, baaing, squealing, mooing
and neighing calves, steers, sheep, hogs,
cows and horses, to say nothing of the
unforgettable compound of aromas.”
He tells us they stopped for an hour in
Burlington, Vermont, and then “made a
quick run to Bellows Falls, where several
other similar trains pulled in from New
England points. These were shunted
over to Cold River, N.H., and unloaded
into stockyards there. Drovers then ate
in an excellent country tavern at the
foot of Fall Mountain…”
Since the animals (except horses) were
sold on Tuesday mornings by live weight
at the huge Watertown Stockyards, the

drovers made sure all livestock “were
well filled with food and water before
being reloaded Monday afternoon into
the cars for the short run to market.”
(This is the derivation of the Wall Street
term “watered down stock”). Watson’s
account continues, “Monday afternoon
we loaded the stock again. Soon after
daylight Tuesday we arrived without
incident at Watertown, on the edge of
Boston.”
Once the lambs were sold, Watson
and his father boarded horse-drawn
streetcars for the ride into “the big city”
where they took in the sights. In the
evening, they boarded a sleeper at the
Boston & Maine station for the ride home.
With impressions so great, Watson vividly
wrote of the trip sixty years later.
Following the decline of the railroads,
the tracks were removed by 1962.

Never go out to meet trouble.
If you will just sit still,
nine cases out of ten
someone will intercept it
before it reaches you.
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–Calvin Coolidge

WES Hunger Games

Both “Tributes” and spectators
enjoyed the Games.

“May the odds be ever in your favor,”
is a quote from the beloved book, The
Hunger Games. At Walpole Elementary
School on Friday, November 20, the
eighth grade held a reenactment of The
Hunger Games as a way to engage with
the book they had read and loved.
The rules to this game were: players
who lost their game tags were eliminated;
players could not hit people in the face
or they were eliminated; players could
not have more than one “weapon” (pool
noodles with duct tape handles); players
could not cross the boundaries, argue
with the teachers, or drop a “gift” (small
objects that the advisors bought for
the tributes), or they were eliminated;
players could not intentionally hurt
people or push someone else outside
the perimeter.
To start, the school held a tribute parade
where participants were introduced and
cheered on by their respective “districts”
(advisory groups), which dressed in a
different color. Then, the entire school
went outside and the “games” began.
It started out as a battle of multiple mini
fights between teams and districts. Every
few minutes, tributes were eliminated.
The teachers announced who had “died,”
and those players left the battleground.
After a long and treacherous time,

the final six survivors were Eli
Gould, Amanda Hodgkins, Hannah Sethi,
Hunter Paquette, Olivia Dunnigan, and
Abigail O´Brien.
Things got more intense as the numbers
dwindled to the final three players,
and the boundary lines were closed
tighter and tighter. Following Gould’s
elimination, Paquette and Hodgkins
were declared the winners. They were
then applauded in the auditorium, as
were the teachers, including Reading
Teacher Mrs. Ronning, who made this
successful, unforgettable event happen.
		
– Kaitlin Faulkner

youcanhaveit.net
How many times have I driven down
Canal Street in Bellows Falls, and
wondered about the sign in front one of
the stores there that says youcanhaveit.
net. “What is this?,” I’ve often wondered,
but never took the time to find out. Well,
I found out on November 28th.
That was the Saturday after
Thanksgiving, and I spent a couple of
hours at my neighbor’s Christmas shop
on the Square in Bellows Falls. I had not
planned to spend that much time, but
the customers were chatty, and fun. A
woman named Wendy came in, and
she joined in the conversation. She
mentioned she lives over an hour away
in Massachusetts. I asked what brought
her to Bellows Falls. She said, “My
husband, Danhenry (yes that is spelled
correctly), runs youcanhaveit.net down
the street. He is semi-retired and needed
something to do.” Well, this was a perfect
opportunity to finally see this intriguing
shop, so off we went.
For four years, Danhenry has been
renting a small retail space at 11 Canal
Street in the Exner Block - not to sell
things, but to give things away. He began
giving things away at the Cavendish,

Vermont town-wide tag sale in July, 2011.
“Ninety percent went to people to be
used and enjoyed,” he said. Other town
wide sales and flea markets followed,
including Westminster, Vermont, and the
Bellows Falls Farmers’ Market. Asked why
he does this, Danhenry said, “I have an
interest in giving; no interest in talking
about dollar values of the goods; and, a
desire to have little or no objects left at
the end of the day.”
Danhenry says, “If there is something
in the shop you can use, you can have
it. There’s no money involved.” Knowing
that the recent difficult economic times
have left many people in need, He gives
things away “because it’s just a good
thing to do.”
When not in his shop in Bellows Falls,
Danhenry is searching for more goods to
give away. He is an effective middleman,
helping people who need things, as well
as people who need to get rid of things.
Stop by and visit Danhenry (open Fridays
and Saturdays only), or contact him at
danhenry@youcanhaveit.net

Photo: Ray Boas

			

Be at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors,
and let every new year find you a better man.
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– Ray Boas

– Benjamin Franklin

Teen Coloring Club
Color Me Happy
Fall Mountain sophomore Gabby
Anastasio, and junior Emily Faulkner are
no strangers to the fine arts. Anastasio is
a member of the Fall Mountain Madrigals,
an elite singing group, while Faulkner
participates in both band and theatre.
In a 2014 article, Rebecca Gross of the
National Endowment for the Arts spoke
with representatives from nine national
art museums regarding the benefit of
exposing children to art, museums,
music, dance, song, and theatre. A short
description of the benefits included
“connection, understanding, exploration,
development of higher critical thinking
skills, imagination, intellectual growth,
and curiosity.” It was unlikely that the
two FMRHS students knew of all these
benefits when they started an afterschool coloring club on Fridays at Bridge
Memorial Library.
Gabby and Emily are very familiar with
the library, having spent a good deal
of time there completing homework.
During their downtime, they picked up
their colored pencils and begin coloring
in books Gabby had brought from home,
as well as some the library supplied. The
girls learned there was an adult coloring
club at the library where patrons gathered
to color away their stress. This idea was
the basis for the newly-established Teen
Coloring Club.
“We started to host the coloring club
as a way to relieve stress from school
and to socialize with our friends in
middle school,” say the girls. Getting
organized at the library was easy: Friday
afternoons from 3:30-4:30 were free and,
with permission from staff as well as the
school, word was spread and, soon, a
group of 6th through 12th graders were
busy working on their creations.
Many of the coloring pages are
intricate and include geometric designs,
mandalas, mosaics, inspirational sayings,
and the Art Nouveau women of Czech
artist, Alfonse Mucha. Sixth grader
Enrique Ingram likes spending time with
classmates Hayden, Sidney, and Amelia.
He enjoys the methodical coloring
process that is both monotonous but
gratifying as a masterpiece unfolds: “The
snacks are a big bonus, too!” he adds.
Gabby and Emily invite any students
grade 6th and up through the high
school to join them Friday afternoons for
coloring club at the Walpole Library.
		

– Maria Mendez

Basketball Season Opens
The Walpole Elementary School boys’
and girls’ basketball teams have had a
solid start, opening their season with
wins at home.
Both squads won their first game to
Kurn Hattin. The girls did a great job of
keeping the ball alive and getting points
on the board. The boys also had a great
game with scoring a strong 52 points in
the ballgame.
The girls went on to defeat an
undefeated Marlboro Dukes team in a
closely contested game. Seventh-grader
Shea Pickering was on fire all game, and
especially clutch with her foul shots.
Pickering was the top scorer for the
game and scored the game-clinching
free throw in the final moments.
The Walpole boys’ squad lost to the
Dukes, but refused to give up even
when the score was daunting. The
Chicks attempted a comeback, scoring
12 points in the second quarter.
In their next game on Friday, December
11, the girls lost to Vilas in a heartbreaker,
49-48. At one point, the Lady Chicks were
down by 18 points going into the 4th
quarter, but were able to come back and
nearly earn the win. The girls gave it their
all and never gave up in the contest.
Putting the last loss behind them,
the girls bounced back and beat Leland
and Grey on Tuesday, December 15,
39-20. The girls had an amazing game,
passing, shooting, and truly playing as
a team. Olivia Dunnigan and Autumn
Cummings led the team in scoring. The
boys’ team also won and did a great job
with shooting. Eighth-grader Eli Gould
and seventh-grader Tyler Swain were
two of the top scorers for the game. The
teams have done a great job so far, and
hopefully can carry that momentum on
throughout the season. – Kaylee Lintner

Book review
…For young adults
A Book of Spirits and Thieves
by Morgan Rhodes
I recommend this book, but for older
kids due to some of the mature content
that this book contains. This is a story
with twists and turns that keeps the
reader guessing.
Crystal Hatcher
and her sister, Becca,
were working at
their family-owned
bookshop,
the
‘Speckled
Muse’,
when a mysterious
leather-bound book
with a strange form
of writing arrived
from their Aunt
Jackie. Becca opened
a page with golden writing in the magical
book. Then, in a magical flash, Becca was
put in a coma while her spirit was sent to
another world.
In ancient Mytica, Maddox Corso has
a strange power and eventually gets
into serious danger when he is blamed
as witch and dubbed ‘the witch boy’.
Maddox then sees a strange spirit, Becca,
who helps him thwart the plans of the
power-hungry goddess, Valoria. Valoria
seeks a treasure that will help her control
not just Mytica, but lots of other worlds
beyond it.
Meanwhile, in the classier side of
Toronto, Farrell goes around aimlessly
doing anything he pleases. Farrell
Grayson gets invited to the inner circle
of the Hawkspear Society, a very secret
society with an enigmatic leader, Markus
King. Farrell then jeopardizes himself,
family, and friends to prove his worth.
This story will just have you reading
until the end wishing for more. At the
end, you will learn that Becca, Hawkspear,
Aunt Jackie, Markus King, and the book
are more than what meets the eye.
			

– Emily Heath

Doing nothing
is very hard to do...
you never know
when you’re finished.
– Leslie Nielsen
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Outing Club
A Journey at Dusk
The Walpole Outing Club went on their
second trip December 6, 2015. During
this trip, we traveled to beautiful Putney,
Vermont. Our timing couldn’t have been
better we hit the road just before sunset.
Our minds were flooded with wild
thoughts of the exciting journey to come.
The rolling fields were soaked in the
sun’s golden hue. As our car zoomed
down the road, we quickly discovered
the trail was far off the beaten path. But,
lo and behold, there it was. Ms. Lewis, our
Science teacher, pulled in just behind us
with her two golden retrievers, and we
grabbed our gear and we hit the trail.
The first half of trail was an old wagon
road and, because all of the bare trees,
we could clearly see the blood redorange sun peak behind the trees as we
walked. We came across old foundations
along the trail as we went. The two dogs
loved the freedom and the cool crisp air
running through their fur. As the trail
began to crest over the horizon, we took
a right onto a narrow trail. Then the trail
opened up into a larger open field that
was speckled with large trees with their
roots far out of the ground. They were
so big that I was able to stick my head
in one side of the tree and out the other.
At this point, we knew we were almost at
the summit.
When we arrived at the summit,
the view could not have been more
breathtaking. The blood orange sky
contrasted beautifully with the purple
and blue mountains. We were out far
enough that it was a full panoramic view
that looked spectacular. Now that we had
soaked in the view I cooked up some hot
chocolate, but our eyes were constantly
drawn back to the view.
Come join us on our next Adventure
Our next trip is going to be January
17 at the Hooper Golf Course. We will be
sledding, skiing, snow shoeing, and just
about any snow activity you can think of.
We will also have delicious hot chocolate
and food to eat. But, most importantly, it
will be an adventure.
– Gabe Andrus

Book Review

Photos: Gabe Andrus

Movie Review
Mockingjay Part 2
The newest movie that everyone
has been talking about is finally here!
Mockingjay Part 2 was released on
November 16, at midnight, and sold out
in many theaters. Starring in the movie
is Jennifer Lawrence as Katniss, Josh
Hutcherson as Peeta, Liam Hemsworth
as Gale, Sam Claflin as Finnick, Natalie
Dormer as Cressida, Mahershala Ali as
Boggs, Elden Henson as Pollux, and Wes
Chatham as Castor.
The rebels journey
to the Capitol on a
mission to assassinate
President
Snow
(Donald Sutherland).
There is a lot of action
and drama, along with
a few light comedic
moments.
Recently,
it has been voted the
#1 movie in the world!
Worldwide, the movie has earned about
$440.7 million so far! “Katniss is the right
heroine for these neo-feminist times,”
says Manohla Dargis from The New
York Times. I recommend this movie to
anyone who likes thrilling action movies
with a plot that takes you along for the
ride.			
– Chelsie Loves
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Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt
Ten-year-old Winnie
Foster lives in a boring
world behind the
gates of her own front
yard. She has only one
friend who is a frog that
her proper, elegant
mother won’t even let
her play with because
she must be a “proper”
young woman. Winnie
doesn’t want to be
what her mother wanted.
One day, Winnie decides to go over
the gate, running into the forest where
she finds water trickling from a tree. She
stumbled upon a secret that she wasn’t
supposed to know. She was thirsty and
almost took a sip of the water when a
young man stops her from making a
mistake that could change her life forever.
His name is Jessie Tuck, and with Winnie
refusing to go home, he and his family
take her in, and she finds out that the
water has a magic substance that makes
you immortal. But what happens when
there is a mad search for Winnie? What
happens if the Tuck family is exposed for
a wicked secret?
Due to high vocabulary, I suggest this
classic book for children ten years of age
or older.
“Don’t be afraid of death; be afraid of an
unlived life. You don’t have to life forever,
you just have to live.” -Tuck Everlasting
			

– Abigail O’Brien

Reader Commentary
From time to time, we all seem to
grumble about a decision made by the
Zoning Board, the Select Board, Planning
Board, Board of Education or whatever
board that affects our lives.
But on Tuesday, December 8, the
Walpole Planning Board was at its best
when it came to the matter of Ruggiero
Trash Removal’s desire to greatly expand
the size and scope of their operation.
It was not just the fact that the
Board rejected Ruggiero’s request for
a second extension and their site plan
altogether, but the board was diligent
and thorough in its public deliberation.
Every member who spoke limited their
comments to procedural issues, such
as the incompleteness of the site plan
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or the negative effects that Ruggiero’s
expansion would have on the abutters.
In addition, the Board invoked
wording from our town’s Master Plan,
and expressed their concerns in trusting
Ruggiero based on their past violations
of their Zoning permits.
It was clear that every member on
the Board did their homework, and it
seems to me that because of the way
they conducted business, their rejection
of the Ruggiero site plan the town has
strong ground to stand if their decision
to reject is challenged ins court.
Thank you to every member of our
Walpole Planning Board.
			
– Eric Merklein
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Look
for It

A Prison Across The River?

Something to watch. The Windham County Sheriff has
proposed a Justice Center and Prison be located high on a
Bellows Falls’ bluff, overlooking the Connecticut River and
visible from Route 12. This $23 million project is currently raising
concerns in Rockingham and Bellows Falls. More next month.
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Publisher’s Corner
The New Year brings Tara Sad to
the Clarion as Copy-Editor. As I was
unloading my moving truck here
thirteen plus years ago, Tara was
the first to stop and welcome me to
town. And, in her next breath, sold
me the first tickets to the Walpole
250th Dinner. Friends since then,
we have worked extremely well
together bringing A Christmas Carol
alive in Walpole. A knowledgeable
professional, understanding of the
community, well connected and detail
oriented, it is a pleasure to have her
assistance. Welcome, Tara.
As I look over this issue, I am
overwhelmed with what is going on,
and the diversity of what is going on
here in town. I am proud to be able
to bring you the accomplishments of
our students; church and organization
messages; as well as the “issues” we
have in town.
If you have interest in getting
your group’s message out to the
community, or business offerings, but
have been afraid to ask, please contact
me.		
– Ray Boas, Publisher

Resting in the Hospital
Ran into my friend, Elwud, today.
“Where you been?” I asked, as I had not
seen him for at least a week.
“Been spending some time in the local
hospital”, he responded.
“Oh, good place to catch up on your
rest”. I say, even though Elwud does
not do enough usually to make himself
tired.
“Rest” he harumphs. “Person goes
into hospital to get healed from some
sickness or to fix somethin’ broken”, he
grumbles, not to get rested! Let me tell
you my daily schedule and then you tell
me how I was to get rested after that!” So
then Elwud outlined his daily routine for
a day in the hospital. Elwud’s responses
to questions are in parentheses.
5:30 am: Bright lights come on and a
voice says, “Are you awake?” (I am now,
says I) “I am here to draw some blood. Is
that okay?” (What happens if I say No?)
There is no reply.
I snuggle back down in bed and at
5:45 am, an LNA rolls in some scales and

says, “Oh, good, you are awake. Need to
check your weight.” (Do you think it has
changed that much in the last twelve
hours?)
Just as the eyelids start feeling heavy,
comes a voice from the nurse. “Good
Morning! I need to start your next IV. Is
that okay?” (Why not, let’s get this over
with, so I can get some sleep, like that is
ever going to happen). Just then in walks
another who asks, “What does your pain
feel like this morning?” So I sit up in bed,
take hold of his arm and say, “You feel
okay to me!” He laughed and stuck me
with a huge needle.
6:30 am: “Good Morning, are we ready
to order some breakfast?” (One more
“Good Morning” and I swear…deep
breaths, relax.) I start ordering a good old
fashioned country breakfast. “I’m sorry,
that is not on your diet.” (What Diet?) “The
Doctor has put you on a sodium free, low
calorie, no sugar diet.” (That means I can
have all the blah food I want.) Well there is
the sugar-free Cranberry juice, the whole
wheat toast, omelet with cheese, onions
and green peppers. Oh, and how about a
banana? (Can I have coffee with cream?)
20 minutes later the food is delivered
and tasted very good. Hmmm, wonder
what they do to it to make it so tasty?
Breakfast over, clean up time, another
IV, take order for lunch and then I can
look forward to a nap.
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Ooops, time for family to visit.
Seriously, love it when family cares
enough to come to visit and apologize
for falling asleep. Visitors leave and
morning routine begins all over again.
At Midnight, another IV is started. Hook
up blows and new IV must be inserted
and started.
1:00 am, new IV inserted and will run
for one hour. It is then that I realize that
5:30 am is just around the corner and this
whole routine is about to begin again.
This goes on for seven days.
Elwud slaps me aside the head and
says, “After hearing that can you honestly
think that I am well-rested?”
Elwud did say that the Doctors, Nurses,
LNAs and all the rest of the staff were
very professional and caring people.
Especially those in the Thompson wing
(third floor).

From the Town Clerk
Dog Tags will be sold right as the new
year begins. Licensing your dog early
insures a low number. Rabies certificates
must be brought in to enable licensing.
As soon as a puppy receives his rabies
shot, he must be licensed.
Boats may now be registered at
the Town Clerk’s office, both new and
renewal registrations. – Sandy Smith
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The Labyrinth of Lights created a uniquely
spiritual atmosphere

Can’t wait to get your Clarion in the mail? The Clarion is posted on-line when it goes to press.
Visit thewalpoleclarion.com to read an advance copy.
Better yet, sign up to follow the “blog posts” to get notice when it is posted.

