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Deteriorating Vilas Bridge

Walpole Held Hostage?
The Vilas Bridge across the Connecticut 

River, built in 1930, was rebuilt in 1974. 
But on March 19, 2009, it was closed to 
all vehicular traffic and barricaded. The 
March 9, 2016 regularly scheduled semi-
annual inspection of the bridge showed 
“continued deterioration throughout 
[the] bridge,” and “pedestrian prohibited 

signs [were] put in place.” Specifically 
the bridge is “Heavily spalled (broken, 
crumbling concrete) and delaminated 
with rebar exposed with section loss. 
Sections loose and ready to drop. 3’ x 8’ 
section of concrete and rebar hanging 
by a single bar in section 1...”

And on what could that concrete fall? 
On its drop to the Connecticut River, 
chunks of concrete could fall and hit and 
sever Walpole’s sewer line to the Bellows 
Falls Water Treatment Plant, or cut cables 
owned by Fairpoint. Approximately 475 
sewer customers in South Walpole could 
be impacted. The sewage from about 
300 customers in North Walpole flows 
over the railroad bridge just south of the 
new Arch Bridge.

In 1902, when Copley Amory was 
renovating the Mitchell estate on 
Westminster Street to become the 
original Walpole Inn, he laid a sewer 
from the foot of High Street into the 

Hooper Scholarships
The George L. Hooper Scholarship 

Committee is pleased to announce 
academic scholarships in the amount of 
$6,000 each to Madeline Beaudry, Tabitha 
Phillips, and Emily Britton, graduating 
seniors at FMHS. Susan C. Wyckoff, Ph.D. 
presented the awards on behalf of the 
Hooper Scholarship Committee at the 
annual award ceremony held at Fall 
Mountain Regional High School on June 2.

The awards will support these students 
as they pursue higher education in 
the fall. Madeline Beaudry will be 
attending Cornell University to major in 
Animal Science; Tabitha Phillips will be 
attending Morrisville State College to 
major in Animal Science with a focus on 
dairy; and Emily Britton be attending the 
University of Massachusetts Amherst to 
major in Pre-Veterinary Animal Science.

Route 12 Planned 
Improvement

On June 8, the New Hampshire  
Department of Transportation hosted  
an informational meeting at the North  
Walpole School on proposed Project  
#14747. Planned are improvements to
NH Route 12 from NH12A in Charlestown 
south approximately 3.0 miles to North 
Walpole. The initial “kickoff” for the 
project was in August 2007.

Public Informational Meetings were 
first held in North Walpole in 2010. 
The project as described included a 
reconstruction of the narrow roadway 
adding shoulders with guardrails and 
upgrading drainage. Making it a difficult 
project are the proximity to both the 
Connecticut River and the rail line, as 
well as the stability of the river bank. 
Alternative options were developed 
holding either the railroad or the river as 
the overriding factors.

At the June meeting, Donald A. Lyford 
(NH DOT), presented the alternative 
currently under consideration. To 
minimize the impact on the railroad, thus 
also minimizing the blasting required 
with its associated environmental 
impact, this proposal calls for a western 
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Horse Thieves 
200th Anniversary Poster; 
Membership Deadline July 12

The Walpole Society for Bringing to 
Justice Horse Thieves and Pilferers of Hen 
Roosts and Clothes Lines (“Walpole Horse 
Thieves”) will hold their biennial banquet 
this fall.  The officers and the committee 
are hard at work ironing out all the 
details for this event, and we will inform 
you of those details in future editions of 
the Clarion.

However, the Walpole Horse Thieves 
achieve a momentous milestone this 
year:  On September 16, 2016, we reach 
our 200th anniversary!  We won’t go into 
the volumes of pronouncements and self-
congratulations that other organizations 
sometimes subject the public to when 
they reach such a milestone, but suffice 
it to say that there aren’t many other 
non-religious organizations in New 
Hampshire that have reached such a 
milestone. We will mark the occasion in 
a number of ways (more on those in the 
August issue of the Clarion) but one will 
be the 200th Anniversary membership 
poster. 

Membership posters are issued every 
two years and list the officers, committee, 
“Riders” and members on record at that 
time. This is the year for our next poster 
(along with our banquet) and we’ll 
highlight this special anniversary in our 
poster. The design may change slightly, 
but the top of the poster will probably 
look something like this:

Membership is open to any man 18 
years or older who lives in Walpole, 
pays a $2 lifetime dues, and signs the 
membership book.  If you want to join 
and have your name on this special 
200th Anniversary poster you should 
act immediately!!  We normally cut off 
any membership changes around July 1 
for the poster, but this year we’ll accept 
new members until July 12 for inclusion 
on the anniversary poster.  If you are 
interested in joining please contact Lewis 
LaClair, Clerk (756-0001, or LLaclair@
Advancedrisk.com).   

– Lewis LaClair

Burdick’s
The Restaurant Still  
100% Locally Owned

When Burdick Chocolate took on new 
owners last year, some people assumed 
that the Restaurant at Burdick’s had new 
owners, too. This was a misunderstanding. 
The Restaurant is still owned entirely by 
Walpole residents Ken Burns and Larry 
and Paula Burdick.

“We regret that this miscommunication 
has occurred,” explained Paula, “and 
we want to reaffirm our commitment 
to the Walpole community.” Recently 
back from Grenada, where she and 
Larry helped establish a unique, farmer-
owned chocolate factory, Paula is eager 
to respond to customer concerns.

“The confusion is understandable,” 
Paula went on. “In the midst of the 
transformation at the chocolate 
company, there were some unintentional 
changes at the Restaurant that left some 
of our customers feeling frustrated. We’re 
working hard to straighten things out.”

To start with, coffee, tea, and award-
winning Burdick’s hot chocolate are 
available in the Restaurant again, as 
are Burdick’s pastries.  In addition, 
the Restaurant is offering customers 
a complimentary sample of pure 
Grenadian chocolate as a favor at the 
end of every meal. 

“But the main thing I’d like people to 
know,” said Paula, “is that our kitchen 
staff has not changed. We’re so proud  
of Vaughn and Wesley!” Paula was   
referring to executive chef  Vaughn  
Metcalf and chef de cuisine Wesley   
Babb, both of whom learned French   
cooking from the Restaurant’s   
original chef, James Bergin. 

Chef Metcalf, recently back from  
running a restaurant in the Upper  
Valley, missed the strong sense of  
community he felt in Walpole. Babb,
who’s been at the Restaurant for 11
years, recently won first prize in   
Keene’s Top Chef competition.

For many residents of Walpole and the 
surrounding towns, the Restaurant at 
Burdick’s has been a vital part of Walpole’s 
small but lively downtown. Ken, Larry, 
and Paula would like to keep it that way. 
Under its original owners, the Restaurant 
at Burdick’s remains dedicated to the 
local community, featuring, as always, 
the superb products of New England’s 
artisanal farmers, cheese makers, bakers, 
and brewers.  

– Alicia Busot
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Connecticut River south of the covered 
bridge. The next year the Walpole Water 
and Sewer Company was granted a 
charter to provide water and sewers in 
the village. Those homes and businesses 
not connected to the lines still had to 
provide for their own water and waste 
needs.  One solution for getting rid of the 
waste was disposal into streams leading 
to the Connecticut River.  The Town of 
Walpole purchased the company in 
1945.

The Bellows Falls Wastewater 
Treatment Plant was built in 1962.  On 
May 19, 1986, an agreement was signed 
by the Bellows Falls Village Corporation 
and the Town of Walpole “for the 
conveyance and treatment of Walpole’s 
wastewaters.” The initial term of the 
agreement was 20 years, and “shall run 
for consecutive terms of five (5) years 
unless otherwise terminated ...” With the 
agreement signed, Walpole proceeded 
to build sewer lines, first from North 
Walpole to Vermont, and then from the 
Village to Vermont. By the late 1980s 
Walpole’s effluent was no longer going 
into the Connecticut River untreated.

It is this contract agreement that is 
now the pressing problem, trumping 
the deteriorating bridge. Bellows Falls 
Village Trustees on June 14 voted not to 
renew the sewage contract with Walpole, 
even though Walpole has willingly been 
paying for the treatment of its sewage for 
some time without a binding contract. 
The issue is over the closed Vilas Bridge, 
primarily owned by the State of New 
Hampshire, and not scheduled for repair, 
thus impacting on the economic well-
being of Bellows Falls.  At the Trustees’ 
meeting, Municipal Manager, Willis D. 
Stearns II, stated he “doesn’t feel that 
Walpole should be held hostage for 
something they have no control over.” 
Village Trustee Stefan Golec “stated that 
he felt by not signing the agreement 
that the Trustees were making a political 
point.” As reported in the Eagle Times on 
June 15, many Bellows Falls residents 
voiced opinions at the meeting, in 
summary telling the Trustees, “You’re not 
being a good neighbor to the people of 
Walpole.”

In the meantime, Walpole’s sewer 
disposal hangs on the whim of falling 
concrete, and the whim of the Bellows 
Falls Village Trustees, who understandably 
would like a commitment for the repair 
of the Vilas Bridge.      

– Ray Boas

Walpole Business Notes
New at the Bellows Walpole Inn
There is something new happening at 

the Bellows Walpole Inn, just in time for 
Summer!  Join us on our new screened-in 
porch. Porch construction by Kevin Dunn 
of California, using reclaimed wood from 
the historic Potato Barn, has created a 
rustic, airy, one-of-a-kind addition for 
our dining guests. Breathtaking views 
of Vermont from every table, the same 
wonderful friendly service our guests 
have come accustomed to. Come join 
Bobby and his staff Thursdays through 
Mondays for happy hour and/or dinner 
on the Inn Pub Porch. Call for reservations 
756-3320.  – Bobby Hall

Your 100 word submission of “business 
notes” is welcome for possible insertion.

We honored our veterans  
onMemorial Day
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Bike MS
Local Cyclists Prepare  
for Multiple Sclerosis Event

Walpole residents Bruce Blanchette 
and Peter Roos, along with Steve Fortier of 
Alstead, are headed to Biddeford, Maine 
on August 13-14 to join an estimated 
450 to 500 other riders for the annual 
Bike MS /Great Maine Getaway to help 
raise funds to support MS research. The 
three riders are planning to pedal 100 
miles each, and hope to help their Team, 
‘Cycling Friends’, raise $41,000.00 and set 
a new team record for the event. Cycling 
Friends team is made up of an eclectic 
group of 30 members who will do their 
best to reach this ambitious goal.

This is a special ride for Bruce, who says, 
“I’ve signed up for this Maine fundraising 
bicycle ride after the loss of my brother, 
Tim Blanchette, this past year. Tim lived 
in Falmouth, Maine, and had Multiple 
Sclerosis. Last fall, he was also diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer, and his death in 
December was a tremendous tragedy 
for all who knew him. Tim and I rode this 
event for 15 years together – Tim on his 
hand-cycle and me on my bike.

“Despite living with MS for most of his 
life, Tim was a person of great character 
and resolve. Everyone who knew him 
admired his courageous handling of 
his disability. He was former captain 
of our team, and National MS Father of 
the year, Veteran for Peace member, 
environmentalist, and community 
volunteer. Everyone on the team wants 
to do something special in his memory, 
so this year we are dedicating all of our 
efforts to make this Remembrance Ride 
a tribute to Tim and his inspirational life.”

To donate to the efforts of these riders, 
enter Bike MS /Great Maine Getaway 
2016 into your computer browser and 
contribute online to an individual or the 
Cycling Friends Team.     – Bruce Blanchette

Savings Bank of Walpole 
Concerts on the Green  

Summer Concert Series
Sundays: 6:30-8:00 pm

Bring a blanket or lawn chair.  
Rain or shine.

JULY
3 – Westmoreland Town Band

10 – Keene American Legion Band
17 – East Bay Jazz Ensemble

24 – The Temple Band
31 – Brattleboro American  

Legion Band
AUGUST

7 – Montague Community Band
14 – Two Concerts

4-5:30 pm: Hope Haitian Choir
Sponsored by the First Congregational  

Church of Walpole

6:30-8 pm: The Jazz Express

In Search of…
As The Walpole Players approach their 

30th anniversary during Old Home Days 
2017, they need your help. The players 
have entertained the community since 
bringing you George Washington Slept 
Here during Old Home Days in 1987. The 
search is now on for show posters and 
programs covering their soon-to-be 30-
year history. Posters for about half of the 
productions have been located, but it  
would be nice to have a full run, and others  
must be hidden somewhere in town.

The following is a list of what is 
missing. (There is also a question of what 
was performed in 1997 and 1998, so if 
you have old programs filed away, they 
could provide the needed clues.) Please 
help us find: George Washington Slept 
Here - 1987; On the Razzle - 1988; The Man 
Who Came to Dinner - 1989; While the 
Lights Were Off - 1990; Love Rides the Rails 
- 1991; Egad, the Woman in White - 1994; 
The Odd Couple & The Bathroom Door - 
1995; Once in a Lifetime - 1996; 1997 and 
1998 ??; Alice in Wonderland - 1999; The 
Musical Comedy Murders of 1940 - 2000; 
Actor’s Nightmare - 2003; Crazy for You - 
2004; A Midsummer’s Night Dream - 2005; 
Arsenic and Old Lace - 2006; Murder Stage 
Right, or Who Killed Hamlet?- 2009.

To share your finds and treasures, 
please call Becky Pearson, 756-4594.

                        
 – Ray Boas

alignment shift of the roadway. The 
westerly shift does not impact the 
railroad (which can see 6-8 trains per 
day), and the river bank slope then would 
be stabilized with “armored slopes with 
surface vegetation.”

Projected to cost 10 to 15 million 
dollars less than the easterly alternatives, 
the current proposal is projected to take 
two years of construction instead of the 
original four. With a current estimated 
cost of over $17,000,000, the project 
could happen in 2018 and 2019. So, 
plan now for some potential time delays 
heading north on Route 12.

– Ray Boas

From left, riders Steve Fortier,  
Bruce Blanchette and Peter Roos.
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Historic Book Group
The Walpole Historic Book Group will 

meet at the Bridge Memorial Library at 
7 Pm, Tuesday July 12. The Group, lead by 
Professor Emeritus Jules LaRocque, will 
be starting a multi-month discussion 
of Alex de Tocqueville’s Democracy in 
America. We will focus on important 
moments in American democracy: the 
1860s, the rise of Progressivism, the World 
Wars, the Warren Court, the Civil Rights 
movement, reversals of voting rights, the 
Trump phenomenon, and more. Anita 
Brockman will introduce George Parker’s 
Unwinding; American Democracy beset 
by sense of crises, seismic shifts during a 
single generation. For more information, 
email: ronmaclachlan03608@gmail.com

               – Ron MacLachlan

CVTC
New Era Begins for Contoocook 
Valley Transportation Corporation

Since 2009, Contoocook Valley 
Transportation Company, based out of 
Peterborough, has been providing rides 
to those without access to transportation 
through our Volunteer Driver Program in 
the 13 towns of the eastern Monadnock 
region. Our riders are primarily elderly 
and disabled adults needing rides to 
non-emergency medical and social 
service appointments, food shopping, 
and pharmacy visits. 

On July 1st, CVTC officially starts 
serving all 33 towns in the Monadnock 
region (including Walpole) with our 
Volunteer Driver Program. Up until 
now, CVTC has served the 10 towns in 
Hillsborough County along with Rindge, 
Jaffrey and Dublin.

Riders in 
C h e s h i r e 
County have 
started booking 
their July trips 
and beyond 
with CVTC. Yet, 
there is still 
much to do!

Re -building 
the Volunteer 
Driver base in Cheshire County (Keene 
and surrounding towns) is our immediate 
focus!

Currently, we have a 12 former Red 
Cross drivers signing up along with four 
new folks that responded to ads or the 
article posted in the Keene Sentinel. 
Ideally, we’d like to recruit another 25 for 
40+ active drivers in Cheshire County for 
a region-wide total of 100 Drivers.

CVTC will share the road with HCS’s 
Friendly Bus and City Express serving 
the residents of Keene and the Medical 
Transportation Van that goes up to the VA 
at White River Junction and Dartmouth 
Hitchcock in West Lebanon. The Disabled 
American Veteran Transportation 
program, based out of Keene provides 
trips to VA Hospitals and Clinics Mondays, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays. We look 
forward to working more closely with 
both organizations to provide a robust 
community transportation program. 

Contact CVTC at 1-877-428-2882 ext. 5 
if you need a ride or would like to sign up 
as a Volunteer Driver. Visit our web site at 
www.cvtc-nh.org.  

– Ellen Avery

Playground Update
The Walpole Playground Committee 

is pleased to announce $72,286.60 
has been raised so far from donations 
made by generous residents and local 
businesses.  Thank you, one and all, for 
the support and encouragement you 
have given to Walpole’s children and our 
Community.

If you would like to help us reach 
the needed $80,000 goal, please mail 
your donation to: Walpole School 
Playground Fund, PO Box 549, Walpole, 
NH 03608.  Checks payable to: Walpole 
School Playground Fund (Any amount 
is welcomed and donations are Tax 
Deductible. Fall Mountain Regional 
School District-EIN # 02-0269789)

Mark you calendar now! The 
Community Build of the new playground 
will be the weekend of Friday, 9/30 and 
Saturday, 10/1, and possibly Sunday, 
10/2, if needed. Updates will be shared 
with the community throughout the 
Summer/early Fall. 

We are going to make this happen…all 
of us working together…and we couldn’t 
do it without each and everyone of you.  
Thank you, thank you!       

– Sheila Lennon
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Spring Cleanup 
…on the Connecticut River
Eons before European settlers 

ventured up the Connecticut River, 
native American peoples revered and 
visited a location below the “Great Falls” 
in what today is Walpole. Iroquoian 
tribes like the Mohawk, Seneca, Oneida 
and Algonquian tribes such as the 
Penacook and Massachusetts may have 
ventured this far east and north to 
engage the salmon and shad running 
in the thousands up the river to the Falls 
and beyond. There was time to plant 
corn, beans and squash for the summer 
sojourn before the return west, south 
and, for the more recent Abenaki, north.  
Both the land and the waters were of the 
Connecticut were considered sacred in 
their bounty, including the miraculous 
springs named for the Abenaki.  
Interment of deceased persons in this 
sacred area was considered an honor.

Fast-forward to the twenty-first 
century. Early this spring concerns were 
raised by regional descendants of those 
native peoples about conditions at the 
Great Falls. Members of an inter-tribal 
group, known as the Raven/Wolf Clan, 
approached Paul Colburn, manager of 
the Walpole Recycling Center, to inquire 
if assistance might be available to engage 
and improve the situation with a spring 

The Porch is Open!
At the suggestion of a Walpole Leadership 

Academy member, the Hooper Trustees 
have opened the Hooper Mansion Porch on 
Tuesday evenings. The first opportunity was 
June 21st.

Come spend an evening overlooking the 
golf course while dining and enjoying the 
company of good friends.

You are free to bring food and drinks to 
enjoy, but please remember to take all trash 
with you when you leave. The Mansion will be 
open for bathroom use only. The Porch has 
seating for about 50 people and is available 
on a first-come basis.

Donations to the Friends of Hopper Institute 
are appreciated.

In addition to Dr. Wyckoff, Hooper 
Scholarship Committee members 
include Kim Lewis (chair), Tom Goins, 
Carol Malnati, and Peggy Pschirrer.  

The George L Hooper Scholarship 
is available to Walpole NH residents 
of all ages to pursue undergraduate, 
graduate and workshop study in the 
areas of agriculture, forestry, botany, 
conservation, environmental sciences 
and other closely related fields.  
Scholarships for higher education study 
are awarded based on appropriateness 
of the proposed field of study, academic 
record, and financial need.  

Financial support for workshop or 
seminar study in areas appropriate to 
the Scholarship Program are welcomed 
throughout the year from all Walpole 
residents. Since 1998, the Hooper 
Scholarship has awarded over $338,000 
in scholarships to qualified applicants, 
with $60,000 awarded over the last two 
years, and $35,000 awarded so far in 
2016.               

– Susan Wyckoff

cleanup. The Clan sought solutions 
in a collaboration with local people. 
Paul engaged other town officials and 
citizens as to how this might go forward.  
A planning meeting was held at town 
hall on April 2 and the effort was “on”.

May 7 was the date chosen by the 
collaborative team, led by Anashownee 
DeMar of the Clan and Paul Colburn. A 
dozen people were present, representing 
both the Clan and townspeople. At the 
end of the day 483 pounds of flotsam and 
waste were collected in 49 trash bags.  
Bob Martyr, filling in for Paul Colburn, 
coordinated the pickup and separation 
of the waste materials into recyclables 
back at the Recycling Center with staff.

Concerns continue about the use of 
and care for the area. Investigations 
with other interested parties--such as 
Trans-Canada Corporation, the local 
utility which care takes the shoreline, 
Town of Walpole, and the Connecticut 
River Watershed Council, a non-profit 
organization based in Greenfield, MA, will 
continue. Topics to be pursued are those 
such as access to the area, improved 
signage, safety issues and the like.

   
– Donna Drouin

Moments after the 
award: (From left) 

Susan Wycoff,  
Madeline Beaudry, 

Tabitha Phillips 
and Emily Britton
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6th Grade Canoe Trip
Sixth graders had beautiful weather 

for the two-day canoe trip on the 
Connecticut River. We begin just above 
the Windsor-Cornish covered bridge and 
paddle about 20 miles to the outlet of the 
Black River in Springfield, VT, just below 
the bridge to Charlestown. The group 
camps mid-way at Wilgus State Park on 
the Vermont shore. The success of the 
trip depends upon the organizational 
skills of Walpole Elementary School staff 
and the dozens of adult chaperones who 
accompany the students. Thanks also to 
Bob Brown for his explanations of Lake 
Hitchcock and clay dogs! And to Bill 
Perron who helped instigate the first trip 
in 1983. It is a grand time for all!

The trip doesn’t happen in a vacuum, 
however. It is the culmination of many 
lesson the Hooper Institute provides 
through the winter and spring on a 
weekly basis. Some of the lessons 
include water and watersheds, the 
features of rivers, how they form and 
change; the natural history, plants and 
animals found in and near the river; the 
geologic history of the Ct. River Valley, 
how water and the rich soil of the valley 
has affected our economic history. 

We also take a look at some of the 
“Famous Folks” who have lived in the Ct 
.River Valley. Of course, we do a lesson on 
water safety! Any sixth grader should be 
able to draw the shape of a meander or 
tell you about bank swallows, the most 
common bird on the river.

   
– Eloise Clark

All Town Offices  
will be closed  

on Monday, July 4th  
and Tuesday July 5th

NOTE

Photo Provided
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Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday:  1:00 - 8 Pm
Tuesday:  1:00 - 6 Pm
Wednesday:  10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 Pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 Pm
Friday:  1:00 - 6 Pm
Saturday:  9:00 am - 1:00 Pm

North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday:  2 - 4 Pm
Saturday:  1 - 4 Pm

Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Reverend Craig Breismeister  
Service: Sunday, 10 am

All Saints Parish  
Pastor, Reverend Steven M. Lepine  
Mass: Mon., 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat., 4Pm; Sun., 8:30am  
St. Peter Church, North Walpole; 
Tues. 8am, Thurs. 5:30Pm, Sun. 8:30am  
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown 
Confessions: Thurs., 4:45-5:20 Pm, 
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45Pm, St. Peter
St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Communion Service: Wednesday, NooN 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Bible Church  
756-4837 • www.walpolebiblechurch.org 
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Reverend Lisa Mobayed, M.Div.  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Walpole Unitarian
Evening Worship at the Walpole 

Unitarian Church
All five services will be held at 5:30 Pm 

 on the porch of Hastings House. We 
welcome Jared Stolper as our song 
leader for these services.

Services will end in time for people to 
attend the Sunday night Band Concerts 
on the Walpole Common, which begin at 
6:30.

July 3:  Family First. Wendy Harty and 
Antonia Andreoli will lead this service, 
with a focus on stories of Independence, 
Freedom and Liberty.

July 10, 17 and 25 services will be led 
by the Reverend Lisa Mobayed.

True “re-creation” requires a 
reorientation of self more than the 
right vacation destination.  In the words 
of Buddhist teacher Jack Kornfield: 
“Wherever you go, there you are.” 
With this in mind, we will consider 
how we become dispirited, and how 
the re-creation of self brings us back 
into alignment. Perhaps the way to be 
restored, to be re-created, this summer is 
via the guiding questions of indigenous 
healers, one to be presented at each of 
three consecutive services in July:

On the 10th:  When in your life did you 
stop singing?  

On the 17th:  When in your life did you 
stop dancing?

On the 23rd:  When in your life did you 
stop being comfortable with silence?

July 31: Antonia Andreoli will lead 
this service upon her return from “re-
creation” in Acadia National Park.

Call Antonia at 756-9036 for more 
information.          

– Antonia Andreoli

Hooper Hill Hoppers
The Hill Hoppers are looking forward 

to Winter 2016-17 and saying goodbye 
to a less than impressive Winter 2015-16.  
There are a lot of changes happening, 
including a whole new board of officers: 
Matt Beam, President; Andy Westover, 
Vice President; Dave Westover, Treasurer; 
Ken and Wendy Whiton, Trail Masters; 
and Katie Beam, Secretary 

As we welcome our new officers, we 
would like to give a heartfelt thank you to 
our departing officers.  Marcia Galloway 
served as president for 12 years and has 
given countless hours of time and hard 
work to ensuring that the club continues.  
In recognition of all of her years of 
service and dedication, she was awarded 
the NHSA Catherine Dickinson Lifetime 
Achievement Award. Mike Powers 
served as Vice President for 9 years, and 
has been our communications expert. 
He launched our website, and continues 
to maintain it, as well as making sure 
the snowmobiling community outside 
of Cheshire County remains informed of 
our activities.  Both will be sorely missed 
as we move forward.  

We are always looking for new ideas for 
fundraising and community outreach, so 
if you are interested, please contact us at 
Katie@gallowayservices.com.

Stay tuned for upcoming events 
including Yard Sales, Golf Tournaments 
and snow, lots of snow!     

– Katie Beam

Beekeeping Workshop
Beekeepers must take timely steps to 

control American Foulbrood and Varroa 
mites to save the bees! Charles Andros, 
former NH/VT Apiary Inspector, will hold 
a beekeeping workshop from 1-4 Pm on 
Saturday, July 1 6 , at 18 MacLean Road, 
Alstead, NH 03602. Look for the BEE sign 
on the south side of Walpole Valley Road. 
The topics of discussion will be taking off 
and extracting honey, wax processing, 
treatment of mites and foulbrood, and 
making propolis tincture. Bring a veil, 
if you have one, as we shall be opening 
some colonies. We’ll be inside if it is a 
rainy day. Water and chair may also come 
in handy. Registration required. email: 
lindenap@gmail.com or call 756-9056.

   
– Charles Andros

You have to love a nation that celebrates its independence every July 4th, not with a parade  
of guns, tanks, and soldiers who file by the White House in a show of strength and muscle,  
but with family picnics where kids throw Frisbees, the potato salad gets iffy, and the flies  

die from happiness. You may think you have overeaten, but it is patriotism. 
– Erma Bombeck
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Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet at the 

First Congregational Church in Walpole 
at noon on Monday, July 18 for a potluck 
luncheon. Please bring a dish to share 
with the members. We will welcome 
Steve Roberge from the Cheshire County 
Cooperative Extension as our speaker.  
He will be speaking on Invasive Plant and 
Shrubs in Our Yards.  Bring a friend and 
enjoy some great food and fellowship.

   – Jan Martin

1st Congregational
Summer is a time of fun, fellowship and 

good food for the 1st Congregational 
Church, and we’re already off to a 
great start. Please join us for one of the 
upcoming events, or for Sunday worship 
at 10:00 am. No matter who you are or 
where you are on life’s journey, you are 
welcome here.

Band Concert Pie Sales: Starting 
Sunday, June 26, at 6 Pm, you can help 
make this year’s Sunday Band Concert 
Pie Sales the yummiest yet. Volunteer 
bakers are invited to donate a pie (or 
two) on any Sunday before the concert. 
Just drop them off at the church any time 
after 4:30 Pm through August 14. Want to 
be a pie server? Call the church office 
at 756-4075, or email walpolechurch@
yahoo.com. Thank you.

Vacation Bible School Night: On 
Thursday, July 14, 6:30-8:00 Pm, kids age 
3 to 11 are welcome to join us for fun, 
food, games and stories of our faith. We’ll 
have a cookout and enjoy fellowship 
together.

Chicken Barbecue: On July 31, we’ll 
be serving up delicious half-chicken 
dinners, complete with sides. Ticket 
sales will start ahead of the event, so 
keep an eye out for us at the post office, 
or contact the church for your dinner 
tickets: 756-4075.

Hope Haitian Choir Concert: Performs 
on the Common, Sunday, August 14, 
4 Pm. Hope Haitian Choir is made up of 
children and young adults mostly from 
Port au Prince. Each year, the young 
people, along with their chaperones, 
come to sing, dance and share the hope 
of Haiti throughout the Northeastern 
U.S. We are so glad to welcome them 
back to Walpole for their 2nd annual 
concert, and very grateful to the Savings 
Bank of Walpole for co-sponsoring this 
event as part of their Concerts on the 
Green series.

Ongoing events include Mistletoe 
Mart Crafting, last Monday of every 
month at 9 am. Please join Women’s 
Fellowship to make all kinds of fun 
handicrafts for the annual Mistletoe Mart 
the group hosts in November. The Men’s 
Hearts Group meets Wednesdays, 1 to 3 
Pm to play cards and help raise money to 
support local organizations and people 
in need from the community.

“Like” our FaceBook page for 
more updates and to be part of our 
community: www.facebook.com/
FirstCongregationalWalpoleNH.

#Humanity Not Hate Candlelight 
Vigil for the Orlando Shooting Victims. 
On Tuesday, June 14, #HumanityNotHate 
organized an informal candlelight vigil 
in order to honor those lost and injured 
in the Pulse nightclub shooting, show 
solidarity with the city of Orlando and 
take a stand against hate. About 30 
Walpoeans and those in the area came 
together on The Common for a brief 
moment of silence, naming of the victims 
and lighting of candles. Revs. Craig 
Breismeister from the 1st Congregational 
Church and Rev. Bruce MacDuffie from 
St. John’s Episcopal Church presided over 
the vigil, which included a statement 
from Equality Florida, an organization 
that supports the LGBTQ community in 
that state.

#HumanityNotHate seeks to bring 
Walpole area citizens together through 
our public spaces to affirm the importance 
of religious freedom, respect for diversity 
and civility in the face of a national 
discourse that has become increasingly 
hostile, divisive and fear-mongering. The 
happening occurred as a result of a few 
concerned Walpole citizens who started 
talking amongst themselves about how 
to bring a positive voice and attitude 
out into our public sphere, particularly 
to counter messages of Islamophobia. 
More details of future events will be 
announced as the clergy and Walpole 
citizens involved in the planning arrange 
them. If you have any questions or would 
like to take part in #HumanityNotHate, 
please contact any one of the churches.

          
– Jennifer Breismeister

Friendly Meals BBQ
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens 

will hold a special summer BBQ on 
Friday, July 22, at St. Peter’s Church in 
North Walpole. The meal will be served at 
noon. On the menu will be grilled Caesar 
chicken breast, thick-n-juicy burger on 
a roll with all the fixings, potato salad, 
broccoli salad, and a chocolate chip 
cookie for dessert.

Friendly Meals are open to senior 
citizens (60+) from all area towns, 
and are available on a donation basis.  
Reservations are essential, as seating is 
limited. Call Gia at 352-2253 by noon on 
July 21.

Arrive early and have your blood 
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In Clinic.  
A wellness nurse from Home Healthcare, 
Hospice and Community Services will 
be available from 11:30am to 12:30Pm 
to check blood pressures and answer 
questions about home care and any 
health concerns you may have.

The Friendly Meals and Nurse Is In 
Clinics are programs of Home Healthcare, 
Hospice and Community Services, a 
Monadnock United Way agency.

              – Susan Ashworth

Walpole Town Pool Info
Hours
Monday-Friday    Saturday-Sunday
Lap Swim: 11:00-12:30, 4:30-5:30   Lap Swim: 11:00-12:30
Open Swim: 12:30-4:30, 5:30-8:00  Open Swim: 12:30-8:00

Community nights will be scheduled throughout the summer.  
Please check the whiteboard for upcoming events. 

Cost
Daily Admission: $2.00 Resident, $4.00 Non-Resident
Season Pass:  $45.00 Single Resident  
  $70.00 Single Non-Resident
  $80.00 Family Resident  
  $140 Family Non-Resident  
Swim Lessons:  $40.00 Resident   
   $55.00 Non-Resident

*Please Note: Fees are Non-Refundable*



10

10 Cal.



11

11 Cal.



Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...on July 4, 1857, Alfred 
Cornelius Howland wrote home to his 
parents in Walpole telling them the 
Fourth of July was “the Idolized day of 
my Boyish Fancy.” Almost thirty years 
later, he pictured that fancy on canvas, 
painting a high-spirited Fourth of July 
Parade in Walpole. Winning a gold medal 
at the Chicago World’s Fair in 1893, this 
painting is considered his masterpiece. 
Reproductions of this work may be seen 
everywhere, including Walpole’s Town 
Hall.

Born in 1838, Howland died in 
California in 1909, but is buried here 
in the Walpole Village Cemetery. His 
roots extend back to the Mayflower, 
with his Walpole roots beginning about 
1800 when his grandfather, Charles 
Howland, a cabinetmaker, settled here. 
Charles’ son, Aaron Prentiss Howland, 
born in 1801, became a “gifted master 
builder” constructing many of Walpole’s 
iconic homes and buildings including 
The Walpole Academy (c1831), the 
Buffum House across the street, and his 
family residence at the corner of Elm 
and Pleasant Streets in 1842.  (see the 
January 2014 CLARION online for more 
about Aaron). 

As a seventeen year old living on Elm 
Street, Alfred C. Howland joined the 
Walpole Amateur Dramatic Company, 
and created the scenery for the 1855 
and 1856 productions when Louisa May 
Alcott and her sisters were part of the 
company. Aaron, having had limited 
education, wanted his children to be 
well educated. Alfred’s older brother 
attended Yale and Harvard Law School. 
His younger sister studied music. Tired 
of his studies at the Walpole Academy, 
Alfred persuaded his father to let him 
study art in Boston.

Arriving in Boston on March 19, 
1857, Alfred met Winslow Homer, who 
was completing his apprenticeship in 
lithography. Next he went to the studio 
of Max Eppendorff, who taught drawing. 
Alfred was taken on as a student for his 
preparation in lithography. By August 
he was becoming proficient, and Homer 
offered to assist him in finding a position 
in Boston. But Alfred wanted to study 
further in New York City, and in early 
1858 he settled there with his brother.  
During his visits home to Walpole he 
filled many sketchbooks with views of 
the Connecticut River Valley. He also 
published the lithograph entitled “Valley 
of the Connecticut - Walpole, NH.” This 
print looks north over the covered bridge 

to Fall Mountain, and is on the rear cover 
of As it was... and still is... Walpole, New 
Hampshire.

In June 1860, Alfred sailed to Dusseldorf 
to expand his studies. Relocating to Paris 
in December 1862, he became associated 
with members of the Barbizon School. 
Alfred shared his progress through 
letters with his sister Kate back home 
in Walpole. In return, she shared stories 
of Walpole’s teas and church socials, 
ice-skating, dancing, and the scandal of 
“Fanny Watkins being married in a Calico 
dress.” Returning to New York City in 
the Fall of 1864, Alfred C. Howland was 
becoming a known landscape and genre 
painter.

Evoking memories of a glorious 
past, Fourth of July Parade (completed 
c1886) best exemplifies Alfred’s 
mastering of his art. Taking artistic 
license, he brought together in the 
background three notable Walpole 

buildings from elsewhere in town. The 
Walpole Academy is prominent, and 
flanked to the left by the Knapp House, 
which is actually located on Wentworth 
Road. To the right he included, from Old 
North Main Street, the oldest house in 
Walpole built by Asa Baldwin circa 1762. 
Reflecting the 19th century passion for 
genre painting, a patriotic parade of 
distinctive characters are led by a drum 
major, drummers, horse, and a band 
of men in modes of military dress. No 
doubt Howland recreated this parade on 
Walpole’s Common as he remembered 
from his youth.

Additional Historical Note: Walpole 
resident, and Howland descendent, Dr. 
Charles Howland Montgomery, presented 
the Town with its copy of ‘Fourth of July 
Parade’ following his talk, ‘Alfred Cornelius 
Howland Looks at Walpole in the 19th 
Century’, at the “Horse Thieves” banquet, 
October 12, 1996.
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Library
Photo Contest
The Walpole Town Library is looking 

for a photo of The Best View in Walpole! 
While working on designing new library 
cards, we’ve decided to turn to our great 
community for some artwork help. 
We’re looking for some photos of what 
you would consider the best view in 
town (photos taken in Walpole, North 
Walpole or Drewsville will be accepted). 
The photos will be displayed in the 
library so the community can come in 
and vote on their favorite. The winning 
photo will be used as the artwork on our 
new library cards and magnets. Here’s 
the timeline: By July 9, bring in a framed 
photo to the library (this does not need 
to be professionally framed, we just don’t 
want something that will be easily torn) 
or email a photo to Justine at jrogers@
walpoletownlibrary.org. Stop by the 
library between July 11 and July 18 to 
vote on your favorite photo. We’ll count 
up the votes and announce a winner on 
July 20 via Facebook and The Walpolean. 
The winner will also be announced in the 
August edition of the Clarion. If you’d like 
your framed photo back, you can it pick 
up between the 19 and the 27 of July. 
Any questions, e-mail Justine, or call us 
at 756-9806.

New Website
Have you seen it? The library’s website 

is brand new! Maybe you’ve heard 
about our software update, and to go 
along with it we’ve created a new, user 
friendly, up to date website! It’s still very 
much a work in progress, but we wanted 
to have it up and running so you can 
access your library card account from 
home to browse the catalog and renew 
books! Let us know if you have any issues 
logging in with your old password. We’ve 
had to reset a few, and that is easy to do! 
Just give us a call. Also feel free to let us 
know if you have any questions about 
or suggestions for the website! www.
walpoletownlibrary.org 

Cookbook Challenge Group
The Cookbook Challenge Group is 

going strong. Our July cookbook is My 
Kitchen Year by Ruth Reichl. The book will 
be available for check out at the library 
starting June 28. Sign up to make a 
recipe and join us for a potluck lunch on 
July 26 at 11:30 am Bring the recipe you 
made as well as your own place setting 
(plate, napkin, beverage and utensils).  
Questions? Give us a call. 756-9806. 

Traveling Maker Space 
Join us at the library on July 7 for a 

Traveling Maker Space program. A father 
and son duo from Massachusetts will be 
bringing a 3D printer as well as some 
other gadgets to help us create and 

build! This program will be fun for all 
ages, but registration is required. We will 
have two sessions, the first at 1:00 Pm and 
the second at 3:00 Pm. There is limited 
space at both sessions, so please call the 
library or stop in to register! All of our 
awesome programs this summer are free 
and open to the public.

Movies at the Library
Starting this summer the Walpole 

Library will be showing movies! We plan 
to do this about once a month, with a 
Family Movie Series over the Summer 
and a Classic Movie Series in the Fall. 
Thursday, July 14 will be our first Family 
Movie Night. We’ll be showing Disney’s 
Zootopia at 6:30 Pm in the library. Bring 
a chair, blanket or pillow and join us for 
popcorn and a great time!

The Zoo is Coming to the Library!
Join us July 21 at 1 Pm as we welcome 

Wildlife Encounters from Rochester, NH. 
They’ll be bringing a great group of 
animals for children and adults to learn 
about and interact with. We can’t wait to 
see some of our favorites from last year 
as well as a few new animal friends! This 
program is free and open to the public.

Incredible Insects!
Wednesday July 27, the Grafton 

Museum will be presenting a program 
on insects at the Walpole library. This 
will be a hands-on presentation about 
insects and their habitats! All ages are 
welcome. This program is free and open 
to the public.

Family Game Night
Join us for a little friendly competition 

at the Walpole Library on Thursday July 
28 at 4:30 Pm. We’ll have your favorite 
classic games like Monopoly and Yahtzee 
as well as some newer games like Settlers 
of Catan and Carcassonne. All ages are 
welcome. This program is free and open 
to the public.

Drop-In Crafts 
Join us every Saturday from June 25 

to July 30 for a drop-in craft! Ranging 
from building with packing peanuts 
to creating with duct tape, we’ll always 
have something fun for kids of all ages! 
These programs are free and open to the 
public.

Looking for a Book?
We know our software update and new 

website have made finding a book from 
home a little more challenging. Change 
is hard, and this was a pretty big change! 
Join us at the library for one of our 
Looking for a Book? programs. We’ll walk 
you through navigating our new website 
to find our online catalog and navigating 
the online catalog to find books, log into 
your account, renew your materials and 
place holds on books or movies! These 
programs will run about 20-30 plus time 
for questions at the end. We’ll have the 

website projected on our new projector 
screen, but feel free to bring your laptop 
if you’d prefer. Justine or Julie will be 
presenting on Friday July 8 at 1:00 Pm, 
Friday July 15 at 1:00 Pm, Tuesday July 
19 at 500 Pm, Wednesday July 20 at 7:00 
Pm, and Tuesday July 26 at 5:00 Pm. Let us 
know if you have questions. We hope to 
see you there! 

Computer help with Julie
Need help downloading e-books 

and audio books? Looking for some 
help with your e-mail? Sign up for a 20-
minute, one-on-one lesson with Julie at 
the library! She’ll be doing these one-on-
one sessions Mondays from 6:00 to 7:00 
Pm. Call the library to sign up for a 20-
minute time slot. Don’t think 20 minutes 
is enough? We’ll start there and at the 
end of your session you can sign up for 
another one! If Mondays from 6 -7 Pm 
doesn’t work for you, give us a call and 
we’ll find another time that works for you 
and Julie! 756-9806 

– Justine Rogers

Friends of the Library
Book Sale
We are currently accepting donations 

of clean, gently used books at the 
former RN Johnson’s (in bays 14 and 
15 to the left of the main building) on 
Wednesday mornings from 9 - 10 am, and 
on Thursday afternoons from 3 - 4 Pm.  
Please no cassette tapes, VHS tapes or 
encyclopedias. If these times are not 
convenient for you, please call Cheryl at 
756-4066 to arrange an alternative drop 
off time.

We also need your help sorting books.  
The book sorting takes place at RN 
Johnson’s each week during the same 
hours that we accept donations.  Please 
see above. Each year there are many, 
many books to sort into categories. It is 
an interesting task and one that is more 
fun with more people participating.

Tag sale tables are available again this 
year for $25.  –Jana Sellarol
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Snow Roller on Westminster Street 1906.  
House behind tree was cut in two in 1961,  

and moved down Depot Hill,  
along the new Route 12 bypass to Maplewood Park.

Walpole Maples
The month of June saw the Maples 

post a 3-2 record. We started the month 
with a 17-2 loss to the Walpole Wild Blue. 
The folowing weekend had two games 
scheduled against Brattleboro in which 
we took both games, 15-1 and 16-1. 

Up next was a matchup against 
undefeated Claremont in which we 
suffered a 13-3 loss. We rounded out the 
month with a tight game at home against 
Newport which we took 6-4 – coming 
from behind. 

That makes our overall record 7-3 
heading into the last two weekends 
of the season – good for third place 
in the standings. We have the 4th of 
July weekend off, then resume play on 
Saturday, July 9th at home at 11am with a 
double header against the second-place 
Summit Athletics. Our final game  before 
the playoffs is a matchup with Claremont 
on Saturday, July 16th at Hubbard Park 
at 7Pm. We would like to thank the fans 
who have come out to watch the games 
and support us and hope to see you out 
there in July.   

– Mark McGill

Spring Concerts

Steve Corey delivers against 
Brattleboro

The WES Spring Concerts  
filled the school  
gymnasium with music  
and eager young voices…  
not to mention  
appreciative friends  
and families.
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It is the day eighth grade students 
dream of: Graduation Day. The Walpole 
Elementary School graduation was a 
very elegant affair. Thirty-three students 
marched down an aisle to get a diploma 
to complete their middle school career 
and move on in life as confident young 
men and women. 

There were many awards, and, as our 
Principal Mr. Sam Jacobs stated at the 
start of the event, “Wow! Moms and 
dads, this class has been an incredible 
class since Day One of school. You should 
be very proud of them.” 

While the diplomas were being 
passed out, memories were shared with 
the audience that were written by the 
students’ teachers at Walpole Elementary 
School. This was a very memorable 
experience, not only for me (my brother, 
Jimmy, was one of the graduates), but 
for the friends and family members who 
attended this event. 

I spoke to the graduates following 
the graduation. “I’m very happy that I 
graduated, but it’s really crazy,” agreed 
two of the students. “I’m extremely 
excited to start the next chapter of my 
life,” said Abby O’Brien. 

“I’m excited that I graduated but it’s also 
kind of nerve-wracking and bittersweet,” 
said Autumn Cummings. The graduates 
all seemed to agree that the moment 
was both wonderful and bittersweet.

   
– Mary Ronning

Eighth Grade
Gabriel Andrus

Aaron Blair
Ella Bushee
Zachary Call

Autumn Cummings
Donoven Daniels

Jake Dennis
Camden Dunbar
Olivia Dunnigan
Shea Gallagher

Fermin Gomez Mendez
Elijah Gould

Taylor Hill
Amanda Hodgkins

Jade Hulser
Anthony Jennings

Brody Keller
Sean McAllister

Nicholas McPherson
Maria Mendez

Damien Nadeau
Abigail O’Brien

Hunter Paquette
Brendan Reagan
James Ronning
Hannah Sethi

Dillon Simpkins
Colby Smith

Kailey-Gene Smith
Meghan Spaulding
Makayla Waysville

Morgan Wilbur
Cody Wright

Kindergarten
Lyza Andrade
Rowan Aube

Claira Barfield
Jaxson Blanc
Mason Broe

Abigail Carcio
Natalee Carcio

Elijah Cummings
Adalynn Fuller

Emma Gascoyne
Haley Harwood
Kylie Kingsbury

Riley Kohler
Taylor Latham
Riley Marquay
Carter Mason

Adyson Metcalf
Zoe Newkirk

Joseph Paulette
MacKenzie Shea

Ian Sivret
Lucas Tetu

Lily-Anna Trainor
Taylar Way-Salak
Sophia Westover

Auzeleigh Wortman
Madden Wright

Teacher’s Awards
Scholar Leader – Meghan Spaulding, 
James Ronning; Scholar Athlete – Ella 
Bushee, Jake Dennis, Brendan Reagan, 
Amanda Hodgkins; Albert Fletcher 
– Jake Dennis; Science – Gabriel Andrus; 
Book Award – Meghan Spaulding, 
Cody Wright; Social Studies – Amanda 
Hodgkins, James Ronning; Language 
Arts – Abigail O’Brien; Physical Education 
– Hannah Sethi, Fermin Gomez Mendez; 
Mathematics – Olivia Dunnigan, Jake 
Dennis; Super Improvement over the 
Middle School Years – Aaron Blair, Maria 
Mendez, Colby Smith, Morgan Wilbur; 
Most Improved – Taylor Hill, Fermin 
Gomez Mendez; Principal’s Award – 
Hannah Sethi, Autumn Cummings

Graduation, 2016

Congratulations Graduates!
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Mr. Stan
Saying Goodbye and Good Luck 
This is Mr. Stan, as described by 

his peers with one word: dedicated, 
energetic, kind, caring, hard-working, 
positive, funny. These are the wonderful 
characteristics that make up Mr. Stan, 
Walpole Guidance Counselor. He 
constantly goes above and beyond to 
help people in and out of the school. But 
sadly for us, after 15 years of dedication 
and service to Walpole, he is retiring. This 
article is both a reflection on his years at 
Walpole and an update on his plans for 
the future.

What was his most memorable moment  
at Walpole School? What I have found 
was that this could not be summed up 
by a single defining moment, but rather 
by the many moments that made up his 
career at Walpole. “There are just way too 
many,” said Mr. Stan. 

A few examples include how great and 
polite the Walpole students have been 
at job shadows, which, he says, always 
blew him away. “Just yesterday we went 
out with law enforcement officers and 
cleared a building, and had a great talk 
with them about being police officers, 
and the Walpole kids were there and 
there were high school kids there. The 
Walpole kids had the best questions, 
were the most polite, the most interested. 
Everywhere we go with Walpole kids, 
they blow us away and, like with testing, 
they work very hard over and over again. 
They just blow us away with how smart, 
interested, and polite they are.” 

WES Softball 
A Perfect Season
The Walpole Elementary School 

Softball Team has had a wonderful 
season this year, remaining undefeated, 
which was a very big accomplishment. 
The Lady Chicks went 15-0 this year, and 
capped the season by winning two of 
their toughest games. The ladies played 
against the Chesterfield Cavaliers and 
the Hinsdale Pacers. The team fought 
through and, even when they thought 
they were going to lose, they pulled out 
a win. 

With many big hits from the 7th grade 
players, including Erin Brady, Chelsie 
Loves, Kaylee Lintner, Hillary Berry, 
Paige Moody and Grace Beliveau, the 
Softball Team pulled through many wins 
throughout the season. These girls are 
going to do a lot for their team next year 
and will hopefully go unbeaten again.

During one of the biggest wins of the 
season against Chesterfield, who were 
also undefeated before the Lady Chicks 
came to visit, the girls were losing by 
five runs and their perfect season was in 
serious jeopardy.  Then seventh grader 
Hillary Berry hit a homerun and got all 
three runners home. Coach Cassarino 
told his players to stay aggressive on the 
bases, and those steals led to more runs. 
The Lady Chicks finished the game with 
a final score of 9-8, with their undefeated 
record still unblemished. 

Eighth grader Amanda Hodgkins has 
had a phenomenal season, bringing 
in many runs throughout a number of 
games. Also contributing to the terrific 
season were 8th graders and captains 
Hannah Sethi and Makayla Waysville. 
They have had wonderful seasons, 
making many amazing plays in the field. 
Classmate Taylor Hill has had a great 
season, making awesome slides into 
many bases in nearly every single game.

The team next year is going to have 
many great players, including 6th graders 
Amelia Sethi, Bella Smith, Ruby Frithsen, 
Sidney Curven, Olivia Smith, and Leah 
Brush. They are going to improve a lot 
and make the team even better.

The WES Softball team would not 
have had such a strong season without 
amazing fans supporting them every 
step of the way, along with their team 
mottos such as “Shake it off,” and “The 
only people we can beat is ourselves.” 

As you can probably tell, Mr. Stan 
is bursting with pride for his Walpole 
students. He stated that he is going to 
miss working with the students, and 
that they have been the real highlight 
of his job. “If the kids are succeeding, I’m 
happy,” said Mr. Stan.

Mr. Stan is truly selfless. In school, 
he helps people by guiding students 
through tough times. He helps people 
outside of the school by building homes 
and going to the food shelf. One of the 
things that he also mentioned in our talk 
was that he would greatly miss working 
with the teachers, whom he credits with 
being very professional and dedicated 
to the students. According to Stan, they 
always go above and beyond for the 
school and the students.    

What are his plans for the future? Past 
the walls of the Walpole schools, Mr. Stan 
plans to continue doing good for the 
community by doing work at the food 
shelf and building homes and shelters. 
He is very excited to work on his garden 
and take his camper around the country, 
while also traveling with his band, The 
Edukators, playing music in the area. 

Walpole students and teachers will 
truly miss Mr. Stan. He has most definitely 
left his mark and helped many students 
and teachers through hard times. Mr. 
Stan has an exciting future outside of 
the Walpole school. Wherever he goes, 
he does good and helps others, even in 
the simplest ways. It is for that reason 
and many others, that we at Walpole will 
miss you with all our hearts. Thank you, 
Mr. Stan.

   
 
– Gabe Andrus
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Movie Review
Captain America: Civil War
The time has now come for the civil war. 

For all the superhero fans disappointed 
after Batman vs Superman did not quite 
live up to expectations, now comes the 
true battle of Captain America and Iron 
Man. 

After a mishap caused by one of the 
Avengers, the government decided 
that superheroes, such as the Avengers, 
should give up their identity to them 
and only fight when called upon by the 
government. Otherwise, they would be 
labeled outlaws or be forced to retire.

Captain America believes the deal 
was unjust, but Iron Man agrees with 
government. The heroes must choose 
between Captain America or Iron man. 
Heroes, such as the members of the 
Avengers and other little known heroes 
like Ant Man, Black Panther, and Spider 
Man battle it out as they pick their side. 

Captain America outruns Iron Man 
to prove that the winter soldier is not 
the true bad guy. This movie is action 
packed and will make you anxious for 
the next battle scene. But in the movie, 
the main focus is Captain America, and 
his own internal struggles over what is 
right and just. The biggest question for 
movie-goers is this: Whose side will you 
choose?    – Emily Heath

Newspaper Club…
from a Student’s Perspective
Believe it or not, the Walpole 

Elementary School Newspaper Club was 
not about boring writing and solitary 
work. There have been lots of laughs this 
year during our club meetings, and many 
decisions to write about both serious 
and humorous topics.  

I have to admit that I came up everyday 
to Mr. Gagnon’s room not only to write 
my articles, but to write my stories along 
with other students, along with my 
friends. Newspaper Club has been one 
of the best experiences I have had along 
with my colleagues. I know, even though 
I am graduating, that I will continue to 
be a member of this extraordinary group 
and I will be contributing to the Walpole 
Clarion even in high school. Newspaper 
Club is not only about beautiful writing, 
but it is also about collaboration, and 
learning, and fun. 

– Abby O’Brien

Newspaper Club
Less than a month into the new school 

year, Jan Kobeski reached out to me 
about the idea of getting student work 
into the Walpole Clarion. I had a few 
years of experience as a local sports 
writer, and I was eager to introduce the 
world of journalism to my middle school 
students. 

Since establishing the Walpole 
Newspaper Club, a number of seventh 
and eighth grade students at Walpole 
Elementary School have contributed 
monthly work to the Walpole Clarion, 
from book and movie reviews, to local 
school and sports events. The students 
have done an incredible job at meeting 
deadlines and consistently producing 
quality work. 

I am grateful for the opportunity 
that the Walpole Clarion has given me 
in being able to build bonds with my 
students over a shared love of writing. 
While our club meetings (three times a 
week during lunch) could often be times 
to have fun and socialize, the students 
understood when it was time to buckle 
down and write. And write they did. 
Between the seventh and eighth grade 
members of the WES Newspaper Club 
from October to June, the students have 
contributed nearly 55 articles, which 
included some student photograph 
submissions to go along with stories. 

I would like to acknowledge both the 
hard work and perpetual leadership 
from the eighth grade students: Abby 
O’Brien, Maria Mendez, Gabe Andrus, 
Shea Gallagher, and Taylor Hill. Next 
school year’s leaders include some 
terrific young writers: Kaitlin Faulkner, 
Kaylee Lintner, Charlotte Briggs, Emily 
Heath, Mary Ronning, and Chelsie Loves. 
I am thankful for their effort, humbled by 
their good nature, and, above all else, I 
am proud of these students.

   – Jake Gagnon

Our 2015-2016 student correspondents: 
Top row, from left: Maria Mendez, Gabe 
Andrus, faculty advisor Jake Gagnon, 
Charlotte Briggs, Emily Heath, Mary 
Ronning. Bottom row, from left: Abby 
O’Brien, Shea Gallagher, Taylor Hill, 
Kaylee Lintner, Kaitlin Faulkner; not 
pictured, Chelsie Loves.

These girls have worked very hard 
to achieve their goal. Coach Cassarino 
is proud of these girls. This is his first 
undefeated season as a coach! 

Good luck to the graduating 8th 
grade class during your upcoming years 
at high school. Thank you to Coach 
Cassarino and Coach Jason Lintner. The 
Softball squad could not have done it 
without you. One final thanks goes to all 
the players’ parents and families for their 
support and everything they do for the 
team.   

– Taylor Hill

Continued from Page 16: Softball

All of us at the Clarion could not have 
been more pleased with the creative efforts 
of our student contributors. As a token 
of our appreciation, each student writer 
received a Newspaper Club T shirt at the 
close of the school year (design above).

It’s hard  
to imagine civil ization  

without onions.
  – Julia Child
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Gleanings  
from the Town Minutes

• Scheduled for demolition is the Old 
School House on School Street and the 
second apartment building behind 
it. Recently purchased by Bruce R. 
Carruthers, of Union Street, and George 
D. Cheney, whose residence adjoins the 
apartments, the two buildings have been 
vacant for some time, and are beyond 
economic repair.
• Recently appointed to the Conservation 
Commission for three year terms are: 
Duncan Watson and Jackie Kensen.
• Dean Wright was recently hired as a full-
time Walpole Police Officer.  Previously 
he had been working part-time for the 
department, and is fully certified, thus 
saving the town approximately $9,000 in 
new hire certification expenses.  Officer 
Noah Sanctuary, who had been with the 
department approximately three years, 
recently resigned to begin working for 
the State Police.
• Walpole Chocolate, LLC, and the First 
Congregational Church of Walpole are 
working on a lot line adjustment. The 
church council has requested Walpole 
Chocolate donate to the church a 60 
foot by 123 foot area that the church 
has maintained. Once an appraisal of the 
land is complete, a public hearing for the 
lot line adjustment will be held by the 
Planning Board.

Now Available 
Quarter Page Ads (3.75 x 5”) 
$126 per month with contract 

$140 single insertion

Walpoleans of all ages gathered     for the annual Block Party…
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Fishing or Moose Hunting?
Me and Elwud was sitting on the bank 

of a local pond teasing some fish when 
this big old forty foot motor home pulls 
in and parks in the turnout near-by. Now 
the pond is on one of the local “back 
roads”, so naturally we are surprised to 
see a big motor home drive up. Man 
jumps out of the driver seat and says, 
“What y’all doin’?”

Elwud isn’t one to like dumb obvious 
questions, so he replies, “Huntin’ moose.” 
The fella laughs and says, “Good one. I 
can see y’all are fishin’. What y’all fishin’ 
for?” I can see Elwud is getting a little 
perturbed. “Well sir,” he says after a big 
sigh, “Moose! Ya see, they like the water 
grass that grows under the water, so 
when they go under and grab a mouthful, 
we hook ‘em. The shock from the pain 
the big hook causes kills them instantly 
and helps tenderize the meat. Make 
good eatin’.”

Not to be outdone, the man says, 
“Thought you had to have a special 
permit for moose and could only hunt 
during the fall. Do you have a permit?”

“That only applies to land moose and 
not to water moose. It is open season for 
water moose.”

Elwud reels his line in, rips up a handful 
of grass and rubber bands it to his hook, 
and tosses it back into the water.

As always luck is on his side for his BS 
stories, and just then this huge moose 
walks out of the trees and into the pond. 
It dips it head into the water and comes 
out with a mouthful of grass.

This so impresses the camper fella that 
he yells out, “Good Lord, you weren’t 
kidding. You really are fishing for moose!” 
Well the yelling startled the moose and 
he lopes back into the woods.

Elwud yanks his rod out of the pond, 
stops to his pick up, throws the rod into 
the back.  He looks to me and grumbles, 
“Might as well pack it up. You can count 
on a darn tourist to ruin a good moose 
hunt every time!” I ran and jumped into 
the front seat and looked at my watch. 
It was nearly suppertime, and Velma had 
promised our favorite meal if we got 
home on time. As we sped away with 
gravel flying, I could hear the feller trying 
to apologize. We both burst out laughing,  
and once again my friend Elwud put one 
over on a tourist.

Publisher’s Corner
I need your inputs. Yes, I need your 

articles or notes about upcoming 
community events our readers 
should be aware of. Recently I have 
seen a number of Walpole-related 
events in other area weekly or daily 
periodicals that should also have been 
shared with the Clarion’s readers. 
But, we did not get a press release 
or email. One reason could be that 
those organizations sent out their 
information a week or so before the 
event. As a monthly publication, the 
Clarion could have been overlooked 
because of our earlier closing date 
(usually around the 23rd of the month 
for the next month’s mailing). Most 
events are planned months (if not 
years) ahead, thus it is just a matter of 
remembering to include contacting 
the Clarion, but earlier than you need 
to do with a weekly publication.

Another reader also mentioned 
the need for a long-range calendar 
of events. Seeing what others have 
planned would assist other groups 
in scheduling events. I envision this 
being a page on the Clarion website, 
but again to be effective, everyone’s 
input would be helpful to assist others 
in their planning.

In a related way, in response to one 
advertiser’s request, quarter page 
advertisements are now being offered 
for the first time. Finally, I would also 
like your input as to what else you may 
like to see on the pages of the Clarion. 
You may have an idea for a new series, 
or something you would like me to 
explore and share with our readers.

The goal of the Clarion is to serve 
the Walpole Community, and I invite 
your timely submissions to share with 
the Walpole Community.

                          – Ray Boas, Publisher

TheWalpole Clarion
published monthly for the Walpole community. 

Ray Boas, Publisher 
PO Box 757 

Walpole,  NH  03608 
603-756-4545

Submissions about community events and 
achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features.

Submit ads, articles & photographs to: 
walpoleclarion@gmail.com

August issue deadline: July 22

Tara Sad: Copy-Editing 
Jan Kobeski: Layout & Design 

The Walpole Clarion on-line: 
thewalpoleclarion.com

May the sun 
 in his course  
visit no land  
more free,  

more happy,  
more lovely,  

than this  
our own country!

               – Daniel Webster
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Detail: A Walpole Glorious Fourth… see page 12


