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Let the Games Begin.

Many helping hands make a new playground a reality
North Walpole
Warming Shelter Opens
The Greater Falls Warming Shelter will
open November 15 for its fifth year in the
little red building that’s been for sale at
23 Church Street in North Walpole.
Homelessness continues to be a
complex problem in the Rockingham,
Westminster, Athens, Grafton, North
Walpole, and Walpole area that the
shelter serves. Louise Luring, chairman
of the shelter board, says they already
know of eight homeless people currently
“camping out”, and who they expect will
immediately avail themselves of the
shelter’s services.
The shelter has 10 beds, and it serves
men and women but no children. Dinner
is provided by volunteers, and the shelter
is open 6:00 pm to 7:00 am. They partner
with the Our Place Drop in Center
in Bellows Falls where showers and
breakfasts are available to the clientele.
Luring says, “We try to have a safe, warm,
welcoming atmosphere.”
Continued on Page 11
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See pages 4 & 5

Educators
of the Year Awards
The Cheshire County Conservation
District is honored to recognize Rebecca
(Becky) Whippie and Eloise Clark of the
Frederick H. Hooper Institute in Walpole
as the 2016 Educators of the Year. Eloise
and Becky are an inspiration to the
youth of Walpole; they nurture their
curiosity about the natural world, help
them develop the power of observation,
and make sure they are not afraid to get
outside.
Eloise grew up on a dairy farm in
Orange, Connecticut, and loved being in
the out-of-doors. She became the Director
of the Frederick H. Hooper Institute in the
Fall of 1977. Becky started as a Hooper
Institute Educator in 2001 Prior to that
she taught Horticulture for seven
years at Keene High School.
Both Becky and Eloise come
from strong agricultural families
and had plenty of time to explore
the land during their youth.
Today they share their love for
the land and inspire the next
generation to appreciate and
enjoy all the natural and agricultural
resources our region has to offer.
Continued on Page 6

“No birds, no bees, no flowers,
no trees…November!”
The month of November is not quite
as dire as this ditty exclaims, but the
earth is certainly hushed from the busy
days of early autumn. What’s the nature
lover to do? There are always the bird
feeders to set out. If you’re a hunter, it’s
time to stalk the game whose numbers
have built up over the summer months.
If you’re a gardener, hopefully your
garden bounty is tucked away for the
winter ahead. November is celebrated
by one of our most beloved holidays,
Thanksgiving. We give thanks for many
things including the earth’s bounty.
If we were to forage for our meal, what
items on your Thanksgiving table might
have originated in Walpole? Wild turkey
comes to mind, as do grapes and many
berries. Wild cranberries are easy to spot
and harvest if you don’t mind soggy
sneakers. In days past, when children
were sent “nutting”, chestnuts, hickory
nuts, butternuts and beaked hazelnuts
could be gathered.
How many of you know Walpole
played a key role in the reintroduction of
wild turkeys to New Hampshire? Turkeys
were once plentiful before eighty percent
of forestland was cleared for the “Great
Sheep Boom” (1820-1840). Between this
loss of habitat and uncontrolled hunting
pressure, turkeys were extirpated from
the region by the late 19th Century.
NH Fish and Game biologist Ted Walski
led the effort to reintroduce wild turkeys
to NH in the mid-1970’s. Walpole was
chosen as the initial release site because
of its mix of open farmland and forests of
oak, beech, cherry and hickory. The latter
produce “mast” (nuts, seeds, berries) for
wildlife. It also helped to have so many
open silage bunkers in town for the
turkeys to congregate around in winter
and pick up corn seed. I’m not sure how
much the farmers enjoyed their new
visitors, but the release created quite a
popular sensation in town and beyond.
People traveled from afar to spot the rare
and exotic wild turkey! The turkeys have
spread or been transplanted to most
towns south of the White Mountains, all
thanks to Ted’s efforts forty years ago.
What a wildlife success story!
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There is one wildflower that lingers
into the month of November. Scraggly
yellow flowers festoon the nearly bare
branches of witch hazel. Look for a
large shrub that hugs forest edges. The
thin petals radiate in a burst nearly an
inch across. They attract late lingering
bumblebees to help with pollination.
The seeds that follow are ejected eight
months later from a two-chambered
capsule, sometimes being hurled 30 feet!
One must look carefully as the flowers are
about the same hue as the bright yellow
leaves. The oval leaves a wavy edge to
them. You may have noticed witch hazel
liniment on pharmacy shelves. It is used
as an astringent. So I hope you see there
are indeed trees, flowers, birds and a few
bees in the month of November.

Boston Post Cane
All are invited to attend the award
ceremony for Walpole’s newest recipient
of the Boston Post Cane on Thursday,
November 17, 2016 at 5:30 pm in the
Walpole Town Hall. The Selectboard
will be presenting the cane along
with a certificate of title to Charmian
Trundle of Elm Street, who is Walpole’s
oldest resident. Cake and other light
refreshments will be served.
		

– Sarah Downing

FMEEA Dinner Auction
The Board of the Fall Mountain
Educational Endowment Association
announces its Annual Dinner Auction
coming up on Saturday, November 12, at
the Walpole Town Hall. Seating capacity
is limited to 140, so please make your
reservations soon.
Once again Phil and Janet Warren will
serve as auctioneers. The Fall Mountain
District Banquet Service will cater another
fine dinner. Entrees include choice of
stuffed chicken with herb butter, sirloin
tips with mushrooms, or classic fall
roasted vegetables with bowtie pasta.
Price is $30.00 per person. Silent auction
begins at 5:30 pm. Guests may bring wine.
Hors d’oeuvres will be provided for our
guests. Dinner will be served at 6:30 pm,
followed by a live auction. Come join
us for a delightful evening. This fall we
awarded $12,937.40 in grants that will
enhance the education of hundreds of
our local students. Thank you to all our
supporters who help make this possible!
Reserve tickets by calling Pat Royce
at 826-4831 or email us at fmeeassoc@
gmail.com.
– Patricia J. Royce

Paid for by Michael Abbott, Paul Berch, Cathy Harvey and Lucy Weber 217 Old Keene Road, Walpole NH 03608
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It Takes a Village…

For some impatient potential
customers, assembly was
not required
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Playground Open!
The Walpole School would like to thank
the school community and the town of
Walpole for supporting our playground
project over the past eight months. We
are so appreciative for all of the parents,
community members and businesses
who made donations of money and
time in such a short period, enabling
us to install the new playground on
September 30 and October 1. There were
easily over 100 volunteers during the
two-day installation of the playground
and providing food for the event.
A huge thank you to the Playground
Committee. Without their enthusiasm
and support we would not have been
able to make such an ambitious goal
happen so quickly.
The Walpole children love their new
playground. The school staff and I enjoy
watching the looks on their faces as they
search out new activities and shout with
excitement.

In the future, we will be planning to
install additional playground pieces for
our preschool age children and provide
all students with exciting playground
opportunities. We are looking forward
to seeing the school children and
community enjoy the new playground
for many years to come.
Thank you again, Walpole. The staff
and I are fortunate to be working in a
community that truly supports their
children and will work collaboratively for
the benefit of others.
Fondly,
		
– Sam Jacobs, Principal
Committee members savor the sounds of children at play. From
left: Erinn Richardson, Sam Jacobs, Sherry Aldrich, Kim King, Sheila
Lennon, Amy Ballou, Gary Dennis, Tiffany Parker, Sue Fillion,
Alejandra Carbone Pallais, Kristie Kinson

5

WHS Speaker Series
A Night of Music with Two Old Friends
The Walpole Historical Society is very
pleased to present an evening of live
music with a bit of a musical history
lesson combined into one very enjoyable
package. Please be sure to attend this
free event on Friday, November 4, at 7 pm
at the Walpole Town Hall.
“Over the centuries, immigrants from
the British Isles have come to the Americas,
bringing with them their musical styles
and tastes as well as their instruments.
With the concertina, bodhran, mandolin,
octave mandolin, guitar, and banjo,
Emery Hutchins and Jim Prendergast
sing and play this traditional Celtic music,
but they also perform American country
music in the way it was conceived in the
early twentieth century. Through stories,
songs and instrumental melodies, they
demonstrate how old time American
mountain tunes are often derived
directly from the songs of the Irish, yet
are influenced by other cultural groups
to create a new American sound.
Hutchins is a renowned performer of
a variety of different styles of acoustic
music ranging from traditional Irish
tunes to vintage American country
music songs. Prendergast worked for
30 years in the recording studios and
orchestra pits of Nashville, Tennessee.
Producer of CMH Record’s Celtic Tribute
series, Jim now specializes in producing
traditional music at his Mill Pond Music
Studio in Portsmouth, New Hampshire.
Music preservationists and performers,
their program demonstrates that to
understand the music of a culture is to
understand the heart of a culture.”
			

– Andrea Goins

Continued from Page 1: Educators

Narnia After School
Narnia Navigators is an additional
afternoon of the Walpole Art After
School program, sponsored by St. John’s
Episcopal Church, starting January 19,
2017, at St. John’s Episcopal Church,
Parish Hall, 26 Elm Street, Walpole,
Thursday afternoons, 3:30 - 5pm.
Come explore C. S. Lewis’ classic books,
starting with The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe, and meet the Pevensies, the
White Witch, Mr Tumnus, Mr and Mrs
Beaver, and of course, Aslan the Lion.
Walk through the Wardrobe with Lucy
and discover a different country called
Narnia. Find the Lamp Post. Enjoy a Tea
Party with Mr and Mrs Beaver. Taste the
Turkish Delight that enchanted Edmund
Pevensie. Draw a map of Narnia.
Participants are encouraged to read
assigned chapters each week, either
independently or with their families.
We’ll explore Narnia by way of arts and
crafts, games, puzzles, and more. As C. S.
Lewis wrote these stories as a “retelling”
of the Christian story, we will explore
those connections, as well.
Any child in first grade or older is
welcome. The ability to read chapter
books is a plus, but not a requirement
if parents are willing to read with their
child at home. Interested? Email Susan
Kershaw at info@walpoeartafterschool.
org for more information or to register a
child. There is no fee, but donations are
welcome. Register soon! Space is limited
to 12 navigators.
– Susan Kershaw

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will meet at the
First Congregational Church in Walpole
at noon on Monday, November 21 for
a potluck luncheon. Please bring a dish
to share with the members. We will
welcome Gary Speed who will speak on
“Wildlife” in this area. Bring a friend and
enjoy some great food and fellowship.
– Jan Martin
			

6

Through their work at the Hooper
Institute, they visit each classroom at the
Walpole and North Walpole schools on a
weekly basis, as well as work with youth
groups. Becky and Eloise manage three
school gardens, which are the sites of
many lessons in the fields of agriculture,
soils and botany. “Students who have
never planted a seed in soil have been
able to see the magic of gardening,”
shared Jackie Ronning, a parent and
teacher. In 2013, with a desire to
expand these efforts, Eloise and Becky
partnered with the Conservation District
to install a 18’x32’ high tunnel at the
Walpole Elementary School to extend
the gardening season. Now the school
children successfully raise leafy greens
for the school cafeteria in the spring and
fall each year.
When the students are sent home
for summer vacation, Eloise and Becky
continue to educate through summer
camps. “Parents are guaranteed their
children will come home dirty and wet
each day,” shared Eloise with a smile on
her face as she gave details of all the fun
experiences the participating children
get to have. In 2015, 110 Walpole youth
took part in camps where Hooper themes
of agriculture, forestry, botany, soils and
environmental science were explored
with hands-on activities.
Please join the Conservation District
in congratulating Eloise Clark and Becky
Whippie for their dedication to educating
the youth of Walpole. – Amanda Littleton

Farmers Market
The 2016 Annual Thanksgiving
Farmers Market will take place Saturday,
November 19, from 9:00 am until 2:00 pm,
on the Walpole Town Common.
With the market plus local churches
and organizations participating in this
annual holiday tradition, this day will be
a fun-filled day of shopping experiences
for all. Come out and begin your holiday
shopping on and around the Walpole
Common. Local foods, local cooking
ingredients for your holiday meal and
that perfect gift for someone you know
who is impossible to shop for. Locally
made arts and crafts. Know that the
money you spend goes benefits local
community organizations, local artisans,
and small family farms. For more info
email holly@walpolefarmersmarket.com
– Holly Gowdy
		

2016 Turkey Trot
For about 25 years, the Fall Mountain
Regional High School Cross Country
Running and Skiing Programs have
hosted a 5K Race to benefit these
programs and athletes, first known as the
Run for the Wax, the race was moved to
Thanksgiving Day in 2014 and renamed
the Turkey Trot 5K.
So put your turkey in the oven and
come out and run a great 5K loop
through Walpole. When you get home
you can gobble up your Thanksgiving
Dinner guilt free.
The race starts at 9:00 am on the
Walpole Common, with registration
beginning at 8:00 am. Runners are asked
to give a $20 dollar donation; students
can run for $15.
Lace up your sneakers, gather your
friends and family to cheer you on, come
on out as a community and support a
great program and some fine student
athletes. For more information call: 7563603 Thank you! Gobble Gobble
			

2016 CROP Walkers… and friend
Walpole CROP walkers took to the
streets with the aim of “Ending
hunger one step at a time,” here in our
community and around the world.
A portion of the funds raised here in
Walpole go to the Fall Mountain Food
Shelf.
17 Walkers raised $4,138 this year.

– Holly Gowdy

Heading down Main Street
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Holiday Fair

Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church
Interim Minister, Reverend Christine
Boardman
Service: Sunday, 10 am

All Saints Parish

Pastor, Reverend John Loughnane
Mass: Mon., 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am
St. Peter Church, North Walpole;
Tues. 8am, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 10:30am
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown
Confessions: Thurs., 4:30-5:20 pm,
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm, St. Peter

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw
Communion Service: Wednesday, Noon
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Bible Church

756-4837 • www.walpolebiblechurch.org
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

Walpole Unitarian Church
Reverend Lisa Mobayed, M.Div.
Service: Sunday 10 am

All Saints Parish
Religious Education has begun in our
parish for Grades K-10.
We also have Generations of Faith
the first Sunday of each month in St.
Peter’s Church Hall from 9:30 -11:00am
for all students, parents and adults of our
parish. This is a wonderful time to learn
more about the richness of our Catholic
Faith.
Our pastor, Father John, is inviting
adults who would like to become Catholic
or who have not been Confirmed or
who missed sacraments along the way.
You may call the parish office for more
information.
For more information about our
beautiful parish, log onto:
www.
allsaintsnh.net 		
Juanita Sweet

St. John’s Episcopal Church in Walpole
will host its Holiday Fair on Saturday,
November 19, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm in
the Parish Hall on Elm Street.
This year’s fair will include St John’s
famous Cookie Walk, featuring dozens
of varieties of home-baked cookies. The
Holly and Ivy table will have wreaths,
swags, and centerpiece decorations.
The Harvest Home table will offer pies
and tarts (perfect for Thanksgiving!),
muffins, tea breads, chocolate-covered
pretzels, fudge, novelty holiday treats,
and delicious jams and pickles made
from produce harvested from local
gardens. Beautiful ornaments and
Christmas decorations will be for sale
at the Deck the Halls table. New this
year will be a raffle of wares from our
talented artisans, including small hand
sewn quilts, beautiful handmade tote
bags, handmade and painted Christmas
ornaments, maple syrup, delicious
goodies, and more. The lunch menu
will include egg, tuna, or chicken salad
sandwiches, hot dogs, chips, beverages,
and home-baked snacks.
St John’s is located at the corner of
Westminster and Elm Streets, opposite
Town Hall. Come out and join in the
festivities on November 19th!
And while you’re out and about, be
sure to visit all the other organizations
that are hosting events in town on that
day, including:
The Walpole Congregational Church’s
Mistletoe Mart, next to the Walpole
Common
The Orchard School’s Crafts Fair, at the
Walpole Town Hall
The Walpole Historical Society
Museum and Holiday Gift Shop, in the
Academy Building on Main Street

•
•
•

		

– Mary Schoppmeyer

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday: 1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday: 10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday: 2 - 4 pm
Saturday: 1 - 4 pm
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First Congregational
Our new interim minister, Rev. Christine
Boardman, will start November 1.
An Ohio native, she graduated from
Oberlin College with a BA in Music. She
went on to get a Master’s Degree in
Vocal Performance at the University of
Illinois. Seven years later, she received
her Master’s in Divinity from Union
Theological Seminary in New York City.
Trained and experienced in interim
ministry, Christine brings a special skill
set to our church, and we look forward to
worshiping and growing with her. Once
she settles in, she will have regularly
scheduled office hours that will be
posted. Please come by and say “Hello”
and visit.
There will be a special food offering
for Thanksgiving with all churches
having the opportunity to participate.
In addition, we hope to have a special
ecumenical blessing of the food. If you
can contribute, please call the church
at 756-4075, and we will make the
arrangements.
– Chuck Shaw

HCS Wellness Clinic
Home Healthcare, Hospice and
Community Services will hold a Nurse Is
In clinic in Walpole on Friday, November
18. An HCS wellness nurse will be at
Applewood Senior Housing from 10am
to11:00 am to check blood pressures
and answer questions about home care
and any health concerns you may have.
These screenings are open to the public
of all ages and are offered free of charge.
No appointment necessary.
– Susan Ashworth
		

Walpole Unitarian
Worship Services in November
The Nov 6 Family First will be led by
Dorothy Read and Virginia Carter. We
will introduce this year’s Guest at the
Table topic and profiles. This program of
the Unitarian Universalist Association’s
Service Committee helps to raise
money locally to support urgent needs
worldwide. This also falls on the same day
at the Empty Bowl dinner and fundraiser
that supports Our Place Drop-In Center,
so we’ll discuss how our support helps
those in need in our own community.
This year’s theme for Guest at the
Table is Defying Hate. From the UUSC:
“Advancing human rights is the work
of many joining hands. Our theme for
his year’s Guest at the Table celebration
could not be more relevant to today’s
world. It’s a theme that shines through
each of the stories of Hope.”
The stories include the story of Martha
and Waitstill Sharp whose bravery and
tireless work in World War II helped
to save countless persons from Nazi
persecution. Other recent stories of hope
focus on persons who have overcome
bias, displacement from war and political
tyranny.
Our Congregation gathers on the first
Sunday of each month for an informal
service at our Hastings Parish House to
share a meal, have a game or activity,
and discuss a topic relating to our shared
spiritual journey. Before we leave, we
have birthday cupcakes and sing for
those celebrating in that month. All are
welcome, bring along a friend and get to
know us!
Nov 13 - Rev. Elaine Bomford,“Prophetic
Voices: Kurt Vonnegut” - “Words and
deeds of prophetic women and men”
comprise one of the Sources from which
the Unitarian Universalist living tradition
draws. Reverend Elaine’s “Prophetic
Voices” series focuses on Unitarians,
Universalists, and Almost Unitarians and/
or Universalists, to tap their wisdom. A
service on Kurt Vonnegut, humanist and
quasi-Unitarian, kicks off this occasional
series.
Nov 20 -Rev Kitsy Winthrop: “Standing
On My Grave”: a reflection on some
mysteries and miracles concerning death
and dying she has experienced as a
parish minister, hospice chaplain and
ordinary old human being. The Monarch
butterfly will companion me.
Nov 27: TBA
Please call Antonia Andreoli, 756-9036,
with any questions! – Antonia Andreoli

The Giving Tree
For at least 15 years, the people of
Walpole have opened their hearts and
wallets to provide Christmas gifts for
children in our community. The Giving
Tree seeks to provide gifts for children of
families facing hard times. Last year we
helped nearly 40 families and 90 children.
The effort is spearheaded by the
local clergy, in collaboration with the
school nurse and interested community
members. Families return a gift request
worksheet to the Rev. Susan Kershaw
of St. John’s Episcopal Church. Families
with children not registered in the
local schools can contact Rev. Kershaw
directly to request a worksheet:
rector@stjohnswalpole.org or 756-2962.
The deadline for requests is November
11. Families that have not been contacted
by the school nurse can contact Rev.
Kershaw directly at the above contacts.
We need to make 200 tags. A tag
workshop is on Friday, November 11,
from 3:30 - 5:30 pm at St John’s. Please join
in! Volunteers of all ages are needed.
The trees will be in the churches (All
Saints Parish, First Congregational,
and St. John’s Episcopal) on Sunday,
November 20. On November 21, the trees
go to the Savings Bank of Walpole, and
to the Bridge Memorial Library. This year,
the Walpole Seniors group is joining the
effort. Please do not forget to sign the
list by the tree, indicating which tag was
selected. The deadline for returning the
wrapped gifts, with tags attached on the
outside of the package, is Wednesday,
December 7.
Volunteers are needed to shop on
Sunday, December 11 at 1 pm. We meet at
St. John’s and should return to the church
by 5 pm to wrap gifts and eat pizza.
Families pick up their gifts at the Parish
Hall of St. John’s (driveway entrance off
Elm Street) on Tuesday, December 13,
from 1 - 3 pm, and 6 - 8 pm. Thank you for
your generosity this Christmas season!
– Susan Kershaw
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Nativity on the Common
Planning for the Christmas Eve Live
Nativity on the Walpole Common has
begun, and we need your help. We are
once again looking for actors, both
young and old, to participate in this
wonderful community event. Volunteers
are needed for the following parts;
Mary, Joseph, Baby Jesus, the Three
Wise Men, Shepherds, and Angels. The
part of baby Jesus has typically been
played by a 3-6 month old baby, and
the Angels by children 4 to10 years old.
If you are interested in participating,
please contact Erinn Richardson at
richardsonerinn@gmail.com or Heidi
Gascoyne at hgascoyne74@gmail.com
– Erinn Richardson
		

Mistletoe Mart
Come join us on November 19, from
9 am to 2 pm at the 1st Congregational
Church on the Walpole Common, for the
annual Mistletoe Mart. We have been in
existence for more than 60 years, and
stay busy all year sewing and creating
items to make this sale such a huge
success. We offer coffee and donuts and
a delicious luncheon that will be served
from 11 am to 1 pm.
There is an array of craft items,
plants, a pet table, candy, baked goods,
pickles, jams and jellies. We have a wide
selection of aprons, potholders, table
runners, doll clothes, hats and mittens.
There will be plenty of white elephants,
where you can usually find a room full of
Christmas decorations. After browsing,
and hopefully finding some great things,
visit other local in town organizations,
the Walpole Historical Society and St.
Johns Church, to see what they have
to offer. Park you car when you arrive
in town and stroll around our beautiful
village of Walpole.
– Linda Smith

Heidi Westover

Benny Hoy

From
start to finish,
young or old,
fast or slow,
running, walking
or even
pushing a stroller,
participants
on the loose
had a great time.

On October 15th, the Walpole Schools’
Parent-Teacher Group (PTG) hosted the
Chickens on the Loose 5k run.
I also ran in the 5k, which was a little
over three miles. There were hills and
pavement to run over which made the
course challenging for the runners.
Benny Hoy was the top male runner,
while Fall Mountain’s own Heidi Westover
led the women. The top student finisher
students was Gunner Schonbeck from
the Surry Village Charter School.
There were games and food after the
run at the Walpole Primary School. It
was free for the runners but those who
did not participate in the event had to
pay five dollars for food. There were hot
dogs, chili, hot chocolate, chocolate
milk, and chips. It was an enjoyable
experience for everyone involved. The

games at the end of the race were fun
too. There were soccer shoot-outs, M & M
candy pickup games, and more. There
was also a toilet paper toss, trying
to get a cookie in your mouth
from your forehead without your
hands (Mr. Gagnon tried that
unsuccessfuly). Many students
helped out by running some of
the games that followed the 5K
race, including numerous eighth
graders.
There was a band called the
EduKators (yes, it is spelled like
that) featuring two teachers, Mr.
Stan and Mr. Mazzola.
The purpose of this 5k run
was to raise money for the
Walpole Parent Teacher Group. They
deserve your support and have received
overwhelming support from the Walpole
Community!
– Kaitlin Faulkner
WES R eporter
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Continued from Page 1: Shelter

It is a “low barrier” shelter that has rules.
There are no drugs or alcohol allowed on
premises, and disruptive behavior is not
allowed. Two volunteer staff are on duty
at all times. One of only two paid staff
coordinates the volunteers. Once in, the
clients are expected to remain there for
the night. “We are very appreciative of
the support we have gotten from North
Walpole and Walpole,” Luring says.

Jay Kahn at an
event honoring
the five terms
of service from
retiring State Rep.
Tara Sad, also
pictured: Rep.
Lucy Weber and
new candidate
for Sad’s district,
Cathy Harvey (L-R)

Photo Provided

Some people are prejudiced against
the homeless, but the majority of people
the shelter serves have been around
here for a long time and are known to
locals. Luring asks, “Who would move to
Vermont in the winter?” Mental health
problems and bad rental records are
among the contributing factors to local
homelessness, as are limited income and
resources in the tight rental market and
general lack of affordable housing for
many in this area.
The shelter partners with Our Place
and SEVCA to direct clients to housing
services, and a grant from the Office
of Housing Opportunity funds half
their budget. The rest is made up of
personal contributions and donations
from local businesses that include
Chroma Technologies, Sonnax, Cota &
Cota, Durand Ford/Toyota, Silver Forest,
TransCanada, Savings Bank of Walpole,
and Vermont Country Store, as well as
the Bellows Falls Rotary and Women’s
Club. Luring says private contributions
are always welcome, and volunteers are
always needed, both to supervise the
shelter overnight and to provide the
dinners.
To join their network of volunteer
cooks or shelter staff email the staff
at gfwarmingshelter@gmail.com, or
message them on Facebook.
– Bill Lockwood
		

Photo Provided
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Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...besides building and giving

the town the Bridge Memorial Library
in 1891, the Bridge family
purchased the property for,
and built St. John’s Episcopal
Church in 1902?
Hudson Erastus Bridge was
born in Walpole, May 17, 1810.
He moved to the midwest in the
1830s, becoming an extremely
successful businessman with
foundries and in manufacturing.
His son, Hudson Eliot Bridge
(1858-1934), entered the family
business as a young man. He
became president of their St.
Louis firm following his father’s
death in December 1875. The
members of the successful
Bridge family were generous
contributors to many public enterprises.
In 1890, Hudson Eliot Bridge built his
mansion on Old Keene Road as a summer
residence. The family’s favorite pastime
that summer was walking to the site from
the village to watch the construction.
Also that summer, Bridge purchased a
lot on Main Street on which had stood
(until 1853) the house in which his father
was supposed to have been born. The
next year, on May 17, the cornerstone for
the Bridge Memorial Library was laid on
this site. Upon its completion in August
1891, the library was given to the town
in memory of the elder Bridge.
But Mr. and Mrs. Bridge were not
done. On August 1, 1902, they presented
land at the northwest corner of Elm and
Westminster Streets to the newly revived
Episcopal Church. Twenty days later, they
broke ground for a church in memory of
their daughter, Katherine, who died in
1900 at the age of three.
The “Walpole Episcopal Society” was
incorporated in 1816, and soon became
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Drewsville.
On July 27, 1862, St. Peter’s Rector, the
Rev. James H. Tyng, conducted the first
Episcopal service in Walpole Village in
the Town Hall. With loss of clergymen,
services became infrequent in the Village
from the 1870s to 1900. In the summer
of 1900, a canvass of the town was
taken, resulting in St. John’s parish being
reorganized May 1901. In 1917, St. John’s
Church became a summer mission. From
1921 to 1931, a few services were held
in the months of July and August only.
Another revitalization occurred in 1961
with the arrival of Rev. James Estes. Since
that time, there have been a number of
priests serving the church.
With construction funded by the
Bridges complete, the stone and shingle

Left: Bridge Mansion;
above and below,
St. Johns as built and with
1906 addition.

memorial church was
consecrated
September
5, 1903, during “very
interesting ceremonies” as
reported by The Walpole
Gazette on September 12,
1903. That article went on
to describe the church in
finite detail, stating in part,
“…The interior is rich and
pleasing in effect. The roof
is open to the ridgepole
and the exposed boards
and timbers are stained in oak and
chestnut… The furnishings are rich and
substantial. There are ten oak pews and
a carved oak pulpit at the right of the
chancel. The Estey organ, in a handsome
colonial oak case, was the gift of Mrs.
Hudson E. Bridge…” An addition for a
combined parish house and gymnasium
to the north was dedicated September
11, 1905, and completed May 1906.
Walpole has been blessed with the
generosity of families, such as the Bridge
family, who, like so many of us, hold great
affection for our town.

14

Cemetery Tour
The 2016 Walpole Historical Society
Cemetery Tour on Saturday, October 8,
was a huge success.
An estimated 60 people took the tour,
the largest turnout since its inception in
2002. The day’s gray skies added an aura
of melancholy, perfect for a tour of a
cemetery. Our very own Funeral Director,
Bill Perron, led the assemblage across
the street from Walpole Elementary to
the cemetery entrance.
The first stop was at the Kilburn
monument, and Mr. & Mrs. John Kilburn
(Jan Kobeski and Carolyn Norback). These
first settlers regaled the audience with a
recounting of the famous Indian attack,
during which the Kilburn family and two
others successfully fought off more than
300 savages during a day-long battle.
The tour continued to Mr. William
Wellington (portrayed by his great
grandson, Bill Reed). This was a first time
appearance by Mr. Wellington. Further
on there was a stop at Nancy Burt’s grave.
Nancy (played by Lisa Bryan) described
the sad story of losing three of her young
children within a week’s time.
The next visit was to our very own
Colonel Benjamin Bellows (Jack Pratt),
dressed up like the dandy he was. Nearby
was Mary Graves (played by her great
granddaughter, Cindy Westover).
Joseph Fay (Mike Delaney) was found
laying on his grave, understandable
since he died from wounds received in
the Revolutionary War. Orrel Townsley

Above: Colonel Bellows entertains
his listeners; left, Nancy Burt; below,
Revolutionary War casualty Joseph Fay
in repose.

Mary Graves
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(Samaira Aldrich) told
the story of her sad life
– spinster daughter to an
insane mother.
Rebecca Bellows (Lucy
Weber), daughter-in-law
of Benjamin, told some
fascinating stories of the
most powerful family in
Walpole. Levy Hubbard
(Bill Skofield, Levy’s great
great grandson) was
nearby and told of the
life of the first Hubbard
to settle here.
And last but certainly
not least, the audience
met Rev. Henry W.
Bellows (Ray Boas), one of the most
accomplished and renowned residents
of our fair town.
The tour ended with sweets and cider,
and a chance to mingle with the spirits
who were reluctant to go back to their
resting places…until next year’s tour. We
all hope to see you then!
– Tara Sad

Horse Thieves
Celebrate Their 200th
The Walpole Society for Bringing
to Justice Horse Thieves and Pilferers
of Clotheslines and Hen Roosts,
affectionately called the “Horse Thieves,”
celebrated their 200th anniversary at
their biennial banquet September 27.
Before a sold-out attendance of 175
The Riders arrived by wagon… rapidly
thieves and their guests, a proclamation
from Margaret Wood Hassan, Governor
of New Hampshire, was read proclaiming
September 17, 2016, as “Walpole Horse
Thieves Day,”celebrating the organization
of the Society on September 17, 1816.
Further stating, Walpole’s group “…is
among the oldest civic organizations
in the State of New Hampshire still in
200th Anniversay Medallion
existence.”

Members of the society received
commemorative
medals,
and
a
handsome certificate for their “dedicated
service to the safety of the good citizenry
of Walpole ... there having been no thefts
of a Walpole horse since 1928.” Following
dinner served by the Pinnacle View 4H Club, the society’s senior members
present (The Riders) were personally
recognized, many of whom have served
for over 50 years. Earlier they arrived by
horse drawn wagon to the event held at
Alyson’s Orchard. The evening concluded
with an illustrated presentation by Ray
Boas, “The Development of a Village Walpole, NH.”		
– Ray Boas

Horse Thieves Riders (senior
members) honored at the
200th Anniversary Banquet
are: From left: Bill Houghton,
Bill Fletcher, Randy Daniels,
Greg Macri, Henry Fletcher,
Sheldon Sawyer
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Artisans Tour
The Walpole Artisans are proud to
announce their 14th Annual Tour to be
held immediately following Thanksgiving
Nov 25-27: Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
10am-5pm and a new event “The Holiday
Craft Show” the following Saturday and
Sunday, December 3 & 4th at 33 Bridge
St., Bellows Falls, VT.
The days and times will vary slightly
this year, so be sure to get a map at the
Walpole Artisans Cooperative Gallery
located on 52 Main Street in downtown
Walpole NH,
Locations for the “Tour” on Nov 2527 are at The Walpole Town Hall, 33
Bridge St. in Bellows Fall VT, the Walpole
Mountain View Winery and Walpole
Interiors in Walpole.
The Walpole Town Hall, a beautiful
& historic building on the Walpole
Common, will include many of the
Artisans and is just a short, pleasant
walk from the Walpole Artisans’ shop at
52 Main St.
Across the river at 33 Bridge Street in
Bellows Falls, VT is the location of the
Sherwin Art Glass Studio & Gallery. Chris
will be serving refreshments and giving
glassmaking demonstrations throughout
both the Tour and The Holiday Craft
Show, as well as having a selection of
glass featuring seasonally themed work.
The Walpole Mountain View Winery
on Barnett Hill Rd in Walpole NH, run
by Virginia Carter, features stunning
views of the surrounding area, products
for sale and will have wine tastings
throughout both weekends. In addition
Walpole Interiors at 604 Whitcomb Rd in
Walpole NH, will be open to visitors and
will feature art work and other decorative
items. Please note, the Holiday Craft
Show will be held at 33 Bridge St., in
Bellows Falls VT, on Dec. 3 & 4, not at the
Walpole Town Hall.
Please visit our website (www.
walpoleartisans.org) and Face Book
page for details. The Walpole Artisans
Cooperative, now open from Tuesday
– Saturday, 10am-5pm, and Sunday &
Monday, 11:30am-3pm. Tour Maps are
located at the Cooperative and around
the Greater Falls area.
– Carolyn Kemp

Transportation
Welcoming New Volunteer Drivers
Community Volunteer Transportation
Company’s (CVTC) Volunteer Drivers
provide “no fee” transportation for
people who do not have access to
transportation because of age, ability,
economic situation or other limiting
circumstances. The purpose of our trips
includes non-emergency medical and
social service appointments, as well as
trips to the grocery store and pharmacy.

In addition to the 13 towns of the
Eastern Monadnock Region that we have
served since 2008, we have added, since
July 1, 2016, the 20 towns of the Western
Monadnock Region, which was formerly
served by American Red Cross, for a total
of 33 towns.
CVTC is always enrolling new Volunteer
Drivers to get people where they need
to go. Drivers may choose trips for
individuals in their own town, but many
also help out with those in neighboring
towns. Our new Western Monadnock
Region has many people in need of
transportation.
Our drivers are all volunteers and
use their own vehicles. They receive an
optional reimbursement of $.41 per mile
on the trips they provide. Trips needing
a driver are listed on our website, and
each driver can use his/her computer to
determine which trips would fit in with
their plans. For those drivers who do not
use a computer, our staff will help select
trips that match time availability, and
help them complete a monthly mileage
log.
If you have some time now and
then to give someone a ride, please
let us know. We look forward to
sharing more details about the
Volunteer Driver Program when you
call 1-877-428-2882, ext. 5. CVTC is
a Monadnock United Way Partner
Agency.
– Leah-Kristin Dahlgren
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Historic Book Group
Financialization of the United States
economy will be the subject of our
November 15 session. We are reading:
Makers and Takers: The Rise of Finance
and the Fall of American Business, by
Rana Foroohar https://www.amazon.
com/Makers-Takers-Finance-AmericanBusiness/dp/0553447238. Ms. Foroohar
is the Assistant managing editor and
economic columnist for Time Magazine.
We will be discussing the positions put
forward in her book, which include:
Financialization; Inequality Gap; Tax
Code; Pensions; 2008 Speculation in
Mortgages; Hedging; Education; and
Cognitive Capture.
Please join the discussion Tuesday
evening, 7:00 pm, November 15; at the
Bridge Memorial Library. If you have any
questions, call Ron MacLachlan at 7563695		
– Ron MacLachlan

Hooper Hill Hoppers
The Hooper Hill Hoppers are excited
to be kicking off the Winter 2016/2017
season. We would like to give a big thank
you to Diamond Pizza for letting us hold
our Yard Sale on their lawn. The rain held
off, we sold a lot of items and were able
to add to our trail maintenance funds!
As we gear up for snow, we will be
having a Sign Party on November
19, starting at 9:30 am, with a BBQ
afterwards. We will be putting out all of
our trail signs and doing some general
trail maintenance. If you are interested in
joining this event please contact katie@
gallowayservices.com.
We would like to remind everyone
that membership is not only for
snowmobilers, but any of you that utilize
our beautiful trails. You can join the club
online at www.nhsamembership.com.
We would love to see you at our next
club meeting on November 10, 7:00 pm,
at Diamond Pizza.
– Katie Beam

Student Council Elections
A Student’s Perspective
of School Politics
Student Council elections have
concluded and it was a very special week
for a handful ofWalpole Elementary School
students. The election week took place
in the first week in October, and during
this time, students began to campaign
to get positions within Student Council,
which performs a number of important
tasks within the school, including
communication between students and
staff. The positions included: president,
vice president, treasurer, member at
large, and secretary. Also, new this year is
the position of communications officer,
who is in charge of making posters and
doing art for Student Council fundraisers,
dances, and whatever events that they
hold throughout the school year.
To learn more about what it entails
to for a position, I interviewed seventh
grader Lillia Wilson, who was running for
the position of vice president in Student
Council. When I asked her why she wanted
to run, considering that she would have
to spend time making posters and even
have to deliver a speech to the whole
school, she said that it was because she
believed she could make a difference in
the school. It seems that many others
who ran felt the same way. According to
everyone that I have talked to, they have
had no hard feelings about their fellow
Student Council hopefuls, even if they
lost to them in the final election.
There were many kids who ran for
the positions, including: eighth graders
Hillary Berry and Emily Heath for
president, Lillia Wilson, classmate Sidney
Curven, sixth grader Joshua Paulette, and
eighth grader Mary Ronning. Seventh
grader Cameron Fry ran for member at
large, while classmate Enrique Ingram
went out for treasurer. Classmates Anya
Bierweiler-Franks and Grace Conety vied
for communications officer. Sadly, no
one ran for secretary, and it has not been
decided what will be done about this.
The winners for these positions were:
Hillary Berry for president, Mary Ronning
for vice president, and Anya BierweilerFranks for communications officer. While
there can be only so many winners, it
was clear that those who did run did a
great job, win or lose. “It takes a lot of
courage to run,” said Wilson.
– Jacob Bradley
			

American Heritage Tour
By October 30th, the Walpole
Elementary School 8th grade will have
prepared to go on a trip they will not
soon forget. They are going on an AHT
trip, or American Heritage Tour. These
students are going on this trip to learn
more about our history as Americans.
The 8th grades from Walpole and
two other schools are going on the
trip. The purpose: to learn more about
our country’s history – from the start of
America, the very first start, including its
most painful and heroic moments.
These students are going toWashington
D.C., Amish country, Pennsylvania,
Gettysburg, and many more places. A
Walpole eighth grade student, Chelsie
Loves says that she “is looking forward
to seeing the Washington Monument.”
There is excitement in the air as the
eighth graders prepare for a trip in which
they will learn and experience a lot.
– Charlotte Briggs

		

How many legs
does a dog have
if you call his tail a leg?
Four.
Saying that a tail
is a leg
doesn’t make it a leg.
– Abraham Lincoln
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WES Boys’ Soccer
Prepares for Championship
Tournament
This year, the Walpole Elementary
School’s Boys’ soccer has had an
above average year. Coach Ritchie has
welcomed back two 6th graders, four 7th
graders, and six 8th graders.
The season began at the start of the
school year and, so far, the team has won
six games. Thus far, the most challenging
opponent has been Chesterfield
Middle School because they had strong
communication and tricky angles to
block.
Seventh grader Hayden Anastasio, who
is best known for his fast ball during the
baseball season, admits that passing is
an area for improvement for this season,
but speed is something of a strength for
the team.
Last year’s Chicken’s on the Loose
student winner, sixth grader Foster
Willet uses his speed to consistently
be a top goal scorer. Seventh grader
Bennett Shriver has acted as team leader
all season – his positive energy and
encouragement from the sidelines has
kept the team going even during some
tough losses.
The dry weather has prevented any
cancellations save for the Championship
tournament which has been postponed
to the last week of October.
This week has marked the end of
the season, but Walpole will have the
opportunity to play at Westmoreland,
a regional tournament. For six eighth
grade players, this season marks the end
of middle school Soccer. Shriver shares
that he is excited and pumped, and a
little unsure of how much he will get
to play, but he is mostly excited about
playing for Fall Mountain Regional High
School next season, whose Varsity Team
has had a great year so far!
– Enrique Ingram
		

Double Stuf Oreos
Really Double Stuffed?
Over the past few days, my group
in Science class has been conducting
several experiments to find out if the
Double Stuf Oreos are as stuffed as
they claim. My position is this - while
the Double Stuf Oreos do contain more
‘stuf’ than their regular counterparts,
they do not hold double the stuf. They
have differences between them, but,
as I stated, the stuf is not double and
therefore Double Stuf Oreos are not
entirely honest in their marketing.

The wafers are the same. They contain
the same materials and the same
dimensions - the wafer diameter (4.7
cm), the wafer circumference (14.7 cm),
the weight of two wafers (8.8 grams), and
the wafer height, (0.3 cm), were both the
same between the Double Stuf Oreos
and the regular Oreos, and as those were
the only four dimensions of the wafers
that we took, the wafers were identical.
Due to this, we can say that the Double
Stuf Oreos are not cheating us with
the illusion of being bigger by making
bigger wafers.

While the cream stuffing had
differences, there were several other
pieces of data that had differences. For
instance, the height of the cookies were
different. The regular was 1 cm tall, and
the Double Stuf was 1.2 cm. The weight
of the whole cookie was also different.
The regular weighed 11.95 grams and
the Double Stuf weighed 15.55 grams.
However, the most relevant data is the
differences when it comes to the creme
stuffing.
The diameter of the creme for the
regular Oreo cookies was 3.8 cm, whereas
the diameter of the creme for the Double
Stuf Oreos was 4.2 cm. While this is a
difference, the Double Stuf Oreos’ data
shows that the diameter was, in fact, not
double. The weight of the creme further
goes to prove this point – the weight of
the regular Oreos’ cream is 3 grams, while
their Double Stuf counterparts weighed
5.56 grams. Again, the Double Stuf Oreos
are, in fact, not as stuffed as we are led to
believe.
To conclude, while Double Stuf Oreos
do contain more of the creme stuffing
than regular Oreos do, the amount they
contain is not actually doubled. It’s a
close call, but it’s not quite there. The
wafers remain exactly the same, but the
creme has many differences that don’t
quite cut it. The difference in weight
is only 2.56 grams when it should, in
fact, be 3 grams, and the difference in
diameter was 0.4 when it should have
been much, much more, at 3.8 grams.
While this isn’t a great concern of the
American people, the fact remains that
Double Stuf Oreos are not being entirely
truthful in their advertisement – they are
really only slightly more stuffed.
– Lillia Wilson
			

KUDOS

New Walpole Playground
Walpole’s new playground was started
on September 30th, 2016.
The project only took a weekend to
finish once the construction began.
There were lots of people and students
helping with the build. The entire Walpole
community, including students, parents,
supporters, school staff, teachers, and
companies contributed time, money, and
more to make this playground a reality.
After the weekend of the build, the
kids finally had their new playground.
When the construction was done, the
kids were overjoyed to play on their
new playground, which was dedicated
and officially opened on the afternoon
of the Chicken’s on the Loose 5K run on
Saturday, October 15.
This playground’s structure is very
different than the last one. It is about the
same size as the old one with a tree house
theme that makes it look incredibly fun
and fascinating. The playground is a great
improvement for the primary school. It is
better and safer than the older one. It is
not as splintery, and it is much sturdier
and more stable.
In the fundraising effort, everyone in
the community was very supportive.
The playground is wonderful and to all
who pitched in to help, or donated to it,
it is greatly appreciated. The new 2016
Walpole Primary School playground is
now open. The work is over; it’s time to
play!		
– Madeline Manning

The Walpole Girls Volleyball team has won
this year’s CVJHL Championship. Shortly
before the Clarion went to press we learned
of the girls’ success. The team capped an
undefeated season with two more victories in
the tournament: defeating South Meadow in the
semi-final and Charlestown in a nail-biting,
three set win for the title. Congratulations to all
the girls and Coach LeBail for a tremendous season.

Photo: Heather Brown
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Memoir Workshops
Award-winning author Pam Bernard
announces
the
continuation
of
her
popular
memoir
workshops, to begin the
week of November 7,
at her home in Walpole.
These late fall sessions will
be six week, Mondays and
Fridays, 1-4 pm. The regular
eight-week winter sessions
will begin the week of
January 9. With enough
interest,
a
Saturday
morning workshop will be
added.
As well as nurturing
yet
rigorous
group
critique, crucial issues
of craft are explored in
these workshops, such
as narrative stance and
tone, while fresh work
is generated each week
from prompts. Participants
from New Hampshire, Vermont, and
Massachusetts are bringing experience
to the page by harnessing memory and
imagination, and learning to shape their
writing into compelling narratives as
a way to explore and ultimately honor
their lives.

Nancy Wilson, historian, says: “I learned
to love the challenge of writing with all
my senses, of finding the right words to
tell my story…” Frankie Brackley Toleman,
botanist and artist, expresses her surprise
at what she discovered.
“Pam’s memoir class changed
my life! I thought that I had
something to say but I didn’t
know how to say it.”
“One need not be working
on a full–length memoir,”
Bernard says. “We draft short
narratives from prompts…As
material accumulates, you
better understand the past
that emerges, sometimes
unbidden, and make of it
a story that conveys your
deepest intentions.”
Pam Bernard is author
of four books, the most
of recent a verse novel
titled Esther, and adjunct
professor at Franklin Pierce
University.
Her
awards
include fellowships from the National
Endowment for the Arts and the
Massachusetts Cultural Council.
Please email pam@pambernard.com,
or visit www.pambernard.com or call for
more information, including days and
times, 756.4177. 		
– Pam Bernard
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Nobody will ever deprive

the American people of the right
to vote except the American people
themselves, and the only way
they could do this
is by not voting.
– Franklin D. Roosevelt

Elks Soccer Shoot
What a amazing and awe inspiring
soccer spectacular event we just
finished! Wonderful morning of
spectacular scoring within all levels of
fun competition at the North Walpole
school field on Saturday, October 1.
Have to give a special ‘thank you’ to
principal Sam Jacobs for securing the
sports field for this event. It was the
annual Bellows Falls ‘Elks Soccer Shoot’
contest. Held on a beautiful sunny day
with a very slight chill in the air (near
perfect soccer playing weather). More
than 40 players took part. Players (boys
and girls, 5-13) came from Walpole,
Bellows Falls, Kurn Hattan, Drewsville,
Charlestown and North Walpole.

Gemütlichkeit was unmistakable at Burdick’s
annual Oktoberfest. Hoy, hoy, hoy...

Co-chairman, Smokey Aumand said,
“We have quite a following of kids
who start around age 5 and follow
through until they are 13. Some of
these kids volunteer in our other
functions throughout the years; such as
the Halloween and Christmas parties,
Basketball Hoop Shoot and, of course,
the Soccer Shoot.”
The first place winners from the
program now have the opportunity to
advance to the ‘Vermont State Shoot’, at
St. Albans, Vermont on Sunday, October
16. (Hopefully, one of our own takes the
prize – more to follow.) The first place
scorers from the Vermont Shoot will then
compete in the New England Regionals
in Maine later this year.
The Elks handed out eighteen trophies
(1st, 2nd and 3rd places) in six age
divisions. Some of our local Scoring
Champions are: Perry Lent, Elias Tsitsonis,
Amelia Blaine, Mariella Tsitsonis, Hillary
Berry and Owen Waysville,
We would like to give a shout out to
the Bellows Falls Elks #1619 for their
volunteer time: Darlene & Pete Squires,
Steve Cheney, Rose Hayes, Kerry, Billy
Troy, Jerry, Pat Kinary, Richard, Andrew
and Micaila Aumand, with all of their
help ensured a safe and extraordinary
event.		
– Ernest Aumand

Marionettes
On Thursday, November 17, at 6 pm, the
Tanglewood Marionettes will perform
The Fairy Circus at Fall Mountain Regional
High School auditorium. Families will also
have the opportunity to explore ideas
that promote early learning through
visiting displays in the lobby prepared by
the Fall Mountain Early Childhood Team.
This free event is open to all and is made
possible through a grant funded by the
FM Education Endowment Association.
The Tanglewood Marionettes: “Feature
over 20 beautifully hand-crafted marionettes,
The Fairy Circus is a showcase for turnof-the-century-style trick puppetry. The
puppets will dance, play instruments,
juggle, contort, transform, and fly
through the air with the greatest of ease,
all to the best-loved music of favorite
composers. This 40-minute show is
perfect for younger children and family
audiences.”
Doors open at 5:30 pm, and displays will
remain open until 7:15 pm. Please contact
Tammy Vittum at the Fall Mountain Early
Learning Center – 835-6314 or tvittum@
sau60.org with any questions.
– Tammy Vittum
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Just in case you missed it on Page 1…
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Publisher’s Corner
What an issue! I am writing this
having just finished my third full read
through before we prepare the final
version to go to press in the morning
– Monday, October 24. Thank you
all for your timely and relevant
submissions.
My appreciation goes also to our
advertisers. Without your support, all
our local news could not be provided
and sent to everyone in Walpole,
North Walpole, and Drewsville, as well
as our on-line readers. If you would
like to join our advertising family, to
sell your products or services, or simply
to remind people you are here and
supporting the Clarion’s mission in
getting the news to everyone, please
contact me.
Thank you, and have a Happy
Thanksgiving
– Ray Boas, Publisher

Walpole Clarion

The

published monthly for the Walpole community.
Ray Boas, Publisher
PO Box 757
Walpole, NH 03608
603-756-4545
Submissions about community events and
achievements are encouraged
for both the calendar and features.
Submit ads, articles & photographs to:

walpoleclarion@gmail.com
December issue deadline: November 21
Tara Sad: Copy-Editing
Jan Kobeski: Layout & Design
The Walpole Clarion on-line:
thewalpoleclarion.com

Protecting the rights of even the least
individual among us is basically the only excuse
the government has for even existing.

					

– Ronald Reagan
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Thompson Lake or Bust!
After the Coolidge lean-to episode, we
decided to try tent camping.
The tent arrived, and it took the two
of us to carry the box to her parent’s
back yard. This should have been the
first indication that we may have overthought the size we needed. Out of the
box, there was a ten by twelve foot pile
of canvas, and more poles than Barnum
and Bailey would need for the Big Top!
The first problem in setting up this
mammoth pile of canvas was the fact
that it weighed a ton and the center
ridge pole was seven feet off the ground.
With Fran only five feet tall, the settingup fell on my shoulders - which it did
several times.
As I was working in Albany, NY, for three
weeks covering vacations, we needed to
learn to set this up now. Next problem,
why are the instructions in Japanese for
a tent made in Guatemala?
Fran would join me and we would camp
out in the tent at Thompson Lake – the
lake is part of John Boyd Thatcher State
Park, located in Altamont, NY.
Sunday: we packed our gear, strapped
the tent to the top of the car (too big to fit
inside the car) and headed for Thompson
Lake. On arrival, we set up after several
tries. Our first meal was cooked on
charcoal. I heated coffee on a one burner
stove. The first week went well; I went to
work and Fran went to the beach. Then
Saturday night arrived, just after we had
laid down on our deflated floats, we
heard rubbish cans being turned over
all around the campground. A nearby
camper shouted, “Damn raccoons ripped
open my Styrofoam chest. Better bring
stuff inside!”
We got up and started hauling our
food and chests inside the tent. Fran
heard a rustling in the bushes and
turned her light in that direction. Staring
directly at her was the biggest skunk I
had ever seen. The white stripe down
his back must have been a foot across.
Fran screamed, and I thought for sure I
would be bathing her in tomato juice,
but the skunk jumped and ran back into
the bushes. It’s a good thing because we
didn’t have any tomato juice.
Then out of the bushes from the other
side came a raccoon nearly as big as me
and challenged me for the ice chest.
She won and fed her babies our food
supplies.

Things went well until the following
Tuesday. In town, we had a thunderstorm,
with lighting and hailstones as big as a
quarter. This was before cell phones, so I
had no way to contact her Fran, and the
distance was too far to run up and see if
all was okay. Tuesdays were our busiest
days, so I had to work and fret until 8:00

pm. I raced back to Thompson Lake to find

her with a nice fire in the fireplace and
the tent in one piece. There had been no
storm on the mountain. I had had trouble
getting a fire going all week, so I did not
bother to ask how she had managed to
get one going and dinner nearly ready
to eat.

Wed

Karri Vittum Makinen
& Liam Callahan
were married in Brookfield, NH
on October 1.
The bride is the daughter of
Tammy Vittum and Ron Makinen
of Walpole.
The groom is the son of
Sean Callahan & Pat TracyCallahan
of Lynnfield, Massachusetts.
The couple will reside
in Manchester, New Hampshire.

Wed

Kathleen Irish
&
Benjamin White
were married
on September 24
in Windsor, Vermont,
where they will reside.

Born

Oliver Paul Mason
September 16,
son of Ann (Brunelle)
and Chris Mason.

Passed

Pamela S. Howard
June 18, 1943 - October 3, 2016
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