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TOWN OF WALPOLE 
SELECTBOARD

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
2017 BUDGET HEARING

In accordance with the provisions 
in RSA 32:5, the Walpole Selectboard 
will hold a public hearing on the 
2017 Town operating budget to 
solicit public comment on Feb. 16, 
2017 at 6 pm in the Walpole Town 
Hall at 34 Elm Street.

The weekly Selectboard Meeting 
will follow with no public business 
to be discussed.

If you have special needs covered 
by the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) or are unable to attend 
and have comments and/or 
questions related to the budget, 
contact the Selectboard Office by 
phone at 603-756-3672 or by e-mail 
to sdowning@walpolenh.us

Accessory  
Dwelling Units

After several months of workshops 
and public hearings, on January 10 the 
Walpole Planning Board, by unanimous 
vote, recommended that the current 
zoning ordinance be modified to allow 
Detached Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADU) in all districts that allow single 
family residential housing.

Work on this aspect of the town 
zoning ordinance was brought about 
in part by the signing of Senate Bill 146 
and codified as RSA 674:71-73, which 
requires all towns in New Hampshire to 
allow Attached Accessory Dwelling Units 
(AADU) effective June 1, 2017.

“The new law defines an ‘accessory 
dwelling unit’ (or “ADU”) as ‘a residential 
living unit that is within or attached to a 
single-family dwelling, and that provides 
independent living facilities for one or 
more persons, including provisions for 
sleeping, eating, cooking, and sanitation 
on the same parcel of land as the principal 
dwelling unit it accompanies.’  They often 
go by other names, such as accessory 
apartments or in-law apartments. 
Whatever a municipality calls them, they 
must be permitted under the new law.” NOTE

The March Clarion will  
 be a tad late.  
  Village Printers will be  
 on vacation at the  
end of February.  

School District budgets affect us all. 
Unfortunately for the average taxpayer, 
conceptualizing all the forces that drive 
the creation of the budget can often be 
obscure and confusing. Our situation in 
Walpole is further complicated by the 
Fall Mountain School District having five 
towns with input and expenses thrown 
into the mix. 

Sam Jacobs, Walpole School Principal 
and James Fenn, Business Administrator 
have presented the 2018 fiscal year 
budget that will be up for vote this March. 
Jacobs says by far the biggest loss this 
year is a reduction of $55,982. in State 
revenue. As always the major expense 
is staffing. The current budget proposal 
gives 57% to wages and 25% to benefits 
for the staff, that includes a 7% increase 
for health insurance. The proposed total 
$29,911,399 dollar budget, even after a 
$300,000. reduction by the School Board 
from the original proposal, is no small 
amount of money no matter what one’s 
perspective.  

Those who make the budget feel 
strongly in their adherence to the 
district’s vision that “Upon graduation 
Fall Mountain students will have the 
academic and social abilities to actively 
apply their knowledge and skill as 
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Walpole Grange
Words for Thirds Program
On January 5, Walpole Grange #125 

participated in the annual Words for Thirds  
program sponsored by the Dictionary 
Project, a 501(c)3 non profit corporation 
located in North Carolina, by distributing 
free dictionaries to each third grade 
student attending North Walpole 
Elementary School. 

The purpose of this program is to assist 
third grade teachers in encouraging their 
students to become good writers, active 
readers and creative thinkers. Local Grange 
chapters across New Hampshire and the 
United States support this program by 
purchasing and distributing dictionaries 
to local students. More than 1,000,000 
dictionaries have been distributed to 
third grade students by local Grange 
chapters across the country in the past 
decade. Walpole Grange members met 
with the third grade students at North 
Walpole Elementary School to present 
the dictionaries to each child and point 
out interesting reference material 
found in this dictionary, including the 
longest word in the English language, 
the US Constitution and Declaration 
of Independence, and important facts 
about each of the 50 states. 

Walpole Grange members also 
distributed free dictionaries to third 
graders in near by communities, including 
Alstead Primary School, Acworth Center 
School and Sarah Porter School. Walpole 
Grange appreciates the cooperation and 
support of school officials in each of these 
four schools for allowing us to distribute 
these dictionaries to their students.

                   – Leroy Watson

Kathy Yardley & dictionary

Town Elections
There is still time to file to run for 

Town Office positions in elections to be 
held March 14. Positions are open for 
Selectmen, Treasurer, Trustee of Trust 
Funds, Zoning Board, Planning Board, 
Library and Cemetery Trustees.

The filing period began January 25 
at the Town Clerk’s Office and runs 
until February 3. Hours are Wednesday, 
February 1 from 7am to 8pm, February 2 
from 7am to 4pm, and per State law, the 
Town Clerk’s Office will be open Friday, 
February 3 from 3 – 5pm for filing only. 
   

– Ray Boas

Budget Hearing… 
and Town Meeting
The Select Board would like to remind 

all Walpole Residents to attend the 2017 
Budget Hearing on February 16 at 6pm in 
the Town Hall.

The Budget Hearing and Town Meeting 
on March 18 are perhaps the two most 
important town meetings that you can 
attend and in which you can participate.  
The Select Board will present the 
unaudited results of the 2016 fiscal year, 
followed by details of the 2017 budget, 
along with the 2017 capital spending plan.

This is the your opportunity to ask 
questions focused on the town’s finances 
and spending prior to Town Meeting.

Copies of the 2017 Budget and 
Warrant Articles will be made available 
as hard copies at the Select Board office, 
posted on the town’s website, and will be 
made available by email if requested by 
February 6.

We are looking forward to seeing 
many of you at the Budget Hearing on 
February 16.  

– Steve Dalessio
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Continued from Page 1: Dwelling UnitsComing Soon…
New Resource for Seniors
River Valley Seniors At Home is the 

name a group of local residents are 
using as they organize a local Village 
program for residents who want to age 
in place at home rather than move to a 
Continuing Care Community, Assisted 
Living or other facility away from friends 
and familiar places and faces.

The group has been meeting for 
nearly two years researching, studying 
and debating whether a Village program 
will work in Walpole. The group is now 
actively incorporating and forming an 
initial Board of Directors.

As an interim step, the group is 
busy updating the local Business and 
Organization Directory. First issued by the  
Women of Walpole, the Directory was last 
updated in 2007/2008 by the Grange-
sponsored Leadership Academy. A new, 
expanded edition will be distributed 
around the time of Walpole’s annual 
meeting, March 18, 2017. A survey of 
the community will be included in the 
directory to determine what interest 
there is in Walpole for River Valley Seniors 
at Home, a membership organization 
established to provide support services 
to enable people over 60 to enjoy living 
at home. (More next month)

   – Peggy Pschirrer

Walpole does allow for AADU’s in 
their current zoning ordinance, with the 
restriction that the AADU be attached to 
a principal home’s foundation. However, 
the new law also allows for a town to 
provide for Detached Accessory Dwelling 
Units (DADU). Many property owners in 
town would like to convert the second 
floor of garages, or perhaps renovate 
a barn into living quarters for visiting 
family and friends, or a small apartment 
for an onsite care giver. This change 
to the zoning ordinance will allow for 
DADU’s in all residential districts.

You will be asked to vote on this change 
to the zoning ordinance on Tuesday 
March 14. This is a ballot question 
(warrant) and will not be discussed 
at Town Meeting. Specific details are 
available from the Select Board office, 
and will be posted on the town website 
or emailed upon request.  

– Steve Dalessio

Hooper Hill Hoppers 
Poker Run
The Hooper Hill Hoppers will hold a Poker  

Run on Saturday, February 18, beginning 
at noon. The local club maintains all the  
snowmobile trails in Walpole, some of 
which are part of the statewide trail system.

Chip pickup locations include spots 
at: Valley Road; Maple Grove Road (Tole’s 
Auto); Christian Hollow, Halls Crossing; 
and Diamond Pizza. The run will end at 
Great Brook Farm on County Road. At the 
conclusion of the run, the club will be 
providing burgers and dogs at the farm. 
Please bring a dish to share. The run costs 
$5 per hand, with no limit on the number 
of hands you may play.

Meant for snowmobiles, all are invited to  
attend – by car, cross country skis, or even 
by horse. For more information call 313-
2785; 313-9985, or email plumbcat700@
yahoo.com  

– Katie Beam

Vehicle Registrations
The NH Division of Motor Vehicles 

announced a new computer system 
will be implemented in February.  There 
will be an interruption of motor vehicle 
registration processing statewide.  The 
Walpole Town Clerk will be unable to 
process new or renewal registrations 
beginning Friday, February 17, resuming 
transactions on Wednesday, February 
22. Sandy Smith, Walpole Town Clerk, 
requests if you have a new registration, 
a temporary plate or your registration 
renewal due during the month of 
February that you register before the 
17th, if possible, in case there are any 
computer problems 
with the new 
system      

– Ray Boas

W.R.A.P.
Another fun day at the Recycling 

Center. I am happy to be here, enjoying 
the “balmy” weather and saying hello to 
neighbors and friends. 

Tuesday morning 8 am. Lots of recyclables  
today. My number one favorite activity 
as a volunteer is glass crushing. My 
number two favorite activity is packing 
up refundable aluminum cans. I spent 
about the first hour or so emptying ten 
trays of 24 cans into a big plastic bag. 
Paul, bless his patience, again showed 
me how to bag and tie properly. It 
was both satisfying and fun trying to 
imagining the income from all the those 
refundables. So, a big Thank You to those 
recyclers who very nicely separate the 
Vermont refundables (both plastic and 
glass) from the non-refundables. Again, 
if you have questions about what is or is 
not refundable, staff and volunteers are 
always happy to provide answers. 

Then while I was busy bagging 
aluminum cans, a large amount of glass 
was building up. I get to crush glass 
– oh boy, oh joy! I was pleased to see a 
lot of refundable glass, those bottles 
stack up so nicely with the handy, dandy 
cardboard separators. So neat and tidy. 
After separating those items, on to the 
glass crushing phase. 

The way the glass crusher works, there 
is a belt with separators which moves like 
an assembly line. The trick is to move fast 
enough so there is a good amount going 
up the belt and over the top. The clink, 
clink of glass being crushed is music 
to my ears! And for more fun, there is 
always acting out an I Love Lucy episode 
with the chocolates on the assembly 
line. Oh well, that’s my fantasy, but you 
are welcome to it.

Then it seems like time just flies when 
you’re having Fun, and there it is, my two 
hours are Done.

Just a reminder, please stay to the 
right or left and come around to go from 
one side to the other. I came to drop 
off trash and almost had an accident 
when someone made a u-turn from the 
right side to left side to exit the center. 
Fortunately it was not a busy Saturday.

If you would like to volunteer, stop 
in and sign up. I can guarantee you will 
have an enjoyable 2 hours meeting and 
greeting friends and neighbors, and 
being with a great group of Recycling 
Center staff. 

       – Carolyn Norback
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February 2 marks mid-way on our 
calendars between the Winter Solstice 
and the Spring Equinox.  It’s also 
famously Groundhog Day, when one 
sleepy hibernator in Pennsylvania is 
aroused from his burrow to declaim 
whether spring has arrived.  Poor Chuck!  
The rest of his kind are still deep asleep 
until sometime in April in our area.  

There are other true hibernators besides 
woodchucks including the jumping 
mouse and little brown bat.  During true 
hibernation, these critters’ systems slow 
to a crawl - in the woodchuck’s case, a 
pulse of 3 or 4 heartbeats per minute 
and only one shallow breath every four 
minutes!  Many other mammals are 
considered dormant or “deep sleepers.”  
Curled up in a ball for days or weeks at 
a time, they sleep under stone walls, 
tree roots, brush piles, buildings or 
inside tree cavities.  These critters awake 
occasionally for a variety of reasons. 

Chipmunks feed on their stores of 
acorns or other seeds.  Raccoons roam 
about in search of food, dried apples, 
rodents, perhaps your unlocked chicken 
coop.  Skunks are also omnivorous and 
will eat whatever nature’s plate has to 
offer, as do opossums.  Male skunks 

waddle across the frozen landscape in 
search of the females. They sometimes 
become food for the great horned owl 
who times her nesting for this annual 
courtship prowl.  The black bear might 
visit your bird feeder during these warm-
ups, if she isn’t abed with newborns.

Other mammals stay active during 
these lean times.  Deer, foxes, bobcats, 
coyotes, beaver, weasels, hares, muskrat 
and squirrels do not drop out of the food 
chain as the hibernators or deep sleepers 
do.  They take their chances that winter 
will provide enough food.  With super 
insulating fur, a layer of fat and cover 
during the worst weather, many are able 
to succeed. 

Beaudry Benefit
An impressive 350 people showed 

their support for Sharlene Beaudry and 
her family Sunday, January 8, at Alyson’s 
Orchard. Sharlene has been diagnosed 
with Lou Gehrig’s disease, which causes 
nerve cells to break down, reducing 
muscle activity. The cause is unknown, 
and no cure is yet known.

The event was held to assist the 
Beaudry family’s mounting medical 
expenses. While bands played, attendees 
placed bids on 200 items donated for 
the silent auction. Items bid on included: 
vacation packages, honey, paintings, 
wood crafted items, sculptures, and even 
cubic yards of topsoil. 

Food and auction items for the event 
were donated by many individuals:  
the Walpole Grocery, Bellows Walpole 
Inn, Diamond Pizza, and 40 additional 
businesses from both sides of the river. 
Tables were decorated with flowers 
donated by Village Blooms. Members of 
Pinnacle View 4-H Club assisted in many 
ways.

Word of the benefit, organized after 
the January Clarion went to press, 
spread via social media leading to about 
300 contributing to help so far. But, you 
can still help. Donations may be made 
to The Sharlene Beaudry Benefit Fund at 
the Savings Bank of Walpole.  

– Ray Boas

Some smaller mammals such as voles, 
mice and shrews live beneath the blanket 
of snow in their own subnivean world. 
The interface between ground and snow 
creates a stable environment without 
the fluctuations of air temperature or 
chill of wind.  However, even their life 
is not secure. It can be punctuated by a 
fox as it dives through the fluff to score a 
meal.  The ermine (short-tailed weasel) is 
small and slender enough to follow the 
tunnels created by the voles to find its 
prey.  When the snow is almost melted in 
your yard, look for the branching tunnels.  
You might even find the grass burrows 
created by a clan of voles to share.

Winter is a good time to observe the 
movements of these mammals.  Snow 
tells many a tale. I’d like to recommend a 
recent track guide by local forester Lynn 
Levine, illustrated by Martha Mitchell.  
Best of all it’s a waterproof pocket guide.  
I found “Mammal Tracks and Scat” at a 
local bookstore.  NH Fish and Game also 
has a mini track guide for free.  February 
is a great month to get outdoors and 
enjoy winter.  The sun is stronger, the 
days are longer.  The Earth is reaching 
toward spring, as are we.
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Jim Pecora demonstrates the transparency 
of mica to a packed Town Hall during his 
Mines of Monadnock presentation – the 
January offering of the Historical Society 
Speaker Series.

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their 

next regular luncheon at 12:00 noon on 
February 20, at the First Congregational 
Church. We will welcome Peggy Pschirrer 
as our guest speaker. Her focus will be on 
the Walpole Village Project called River 
Valley Seniors at Home. We look forward 
to her presentation. Everyone is asked to 
bring a dish to share with the members. 
Bring a friend and enjoy some great food 
and fellowship.      

– Jan Martin

WHS Speaker Series 
The Walpole Historical Society’s 

Speaker Series continues on Friday, 
Feb.10, at 7:00 pm at the Walpole Town 
Hall. Anthropologist Dr. Robert Moody 
will share with the audience how, by 
the end of the Ice Age, archeological 
evidence discovered in Keene proves 
that people have lived in our region for 
12,000 years.

Dr. Moody, who was the director 
of the Paleoindian Tenant Swamp 
excavations in Keene, has spent the 
last 30 years studying Native American 
archaeological sites in New England. As 
Dr. Moody notes, “The native Abenaki 
people played a central role in the history 
of the Monadnock region, defending it 
against English settlement and forcing 
the abandonment of Keene and other 
Monadnock area towns during the 
French and Indian Wars. Despite this, 
little is known about the Abenaki, and 
conventional histories often depict the 
first Europeans entering an untamed, 
uninhabited wilderness, rather than 
the homeland of people who had been 
there for hundreds of generations.” 

Dr. Moody will discuss how the real 
depth of native history was revealed 
when an archaeological study, prior 
to construction of the new Keene 
Middle School, discovered traces of 
four structures dating to the end of the 
Ice Age. Undisturbed for 12,000 years, 
the site revealed information about the 
economy, gender roles, and household 
organization of the Granite State’s very 
first inhabitants, as well as evidence 
of social networks that extended for 
hundreds of miles across northern New 
England.

This is a free event, sponsored by the 
Walpole Historical Society and supported 
by the New Hampshire Humanities 
Council.  The public is invited to attend.

   – Andrea Goins

Historical Society
Reasons to Join:

• “The museum is full of treasures. It’s  
     the best attic in town.”
• “When I volunteer, I always meet  
      someone interesting.”
• “Every speaker tells me something  
      new.”
• “The food at the Holiday Reception  
     is delicious.”
• “Everyone is so nice and welcoming.”
• “I never knew Louisa May Alcott  
      lived in Walpole.”
• “I love the parties.”
• “Working with the collections is so  
      different from anything else I do.”
• “The exhibits and events are always  
      free and open to the public!”
• “I feel great about supporting such  
      a beautiful museum.”
• “The collection is amazing.”
• “I take my guests to the museum  
      to show off our beautiful town.”
• “Doing a project together is so fun  
      and satisfying.”
• “Great refreshments when I go to  
      the Speaker evenings.”
• “My kids love the sledding on the  
      front lawn.”

There are endless reasons to support 
the Walpole Historical Society. Please find 
the membership form on this month’s 
calendar and join us!          

– Christie Winmill

Horse Thieves…
Start Third Century
The Walpole Society for Bringing to 

Justice Horse Thieves and Pilferers of 
Hen Roosts and Clothes Lines (“Horse 
Thieves”) held their annual meeting on 
Saturday, January 21 in the Walpole Town 
Hall and elected officers for 2017. Leading 
the group this year is Steve Dalessio as 
President and Terry Holcombe as Vice 
President.  Other officers reelected are 
David Westover as Treasurer, Ray Boas as 
Auditor and Lewis LaClair as Clerk.

Bob Kimball who was president during 
our very successful 200th anniversary 
and banquet this past year was elected 
to the “Committee” where he joins 
Sheldon Sawyer and Charlie Blount.  The 
nominating committee increased the 
size of the Committee in recognition 
that we need more manpower when we 
put on our biennial banquets.  New to 
the Committee this year are Dave Edkins 
who generously assisted the Committee 
with the 2016 banquet, Ernie Vose and 
Jeff Miller.  

The Walpole Horse Thieves were 
formed in 1816 and are one of the 
oldest such organizations in the country.  
Membership is open to any man 18 
years or older who lives in Walpole, 
who pays a $2 lifetime fee and signs the 
membership book.  If you are interested 
in joining please contact Lewis LaClair, 
Clerk (LLaclair@Advancedrisk.com or 
756-0001).               

– Lewis LaClair
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All Saints Parish
Father John will conduct a Healing Service  

following the 4pm Mass on February 11  
and following the 8:30 and 10:30 am 
Masses on February 12. All are invited to 
receive the healing love of our Lord.

Join us on our Annual Pilgrimage to 
Canada July 31-August 3, 2017. The 
cost is just $445 (per person). We will be  
visiting the Shrines of Sacred Heart (Beauvoir),  
Notre-Dame-du-Cap, St. Joseph’s Oratory  
in Montreal and Sainte Anne-de-Beaupre,  
Quebec City. Cost includes accommodations  
based on double occupancy, two meals 
a day (full breakfast and dinner), coach 
bus transportation, and spiritual director. 
For more information, call Juanita at the 
parish office or email allsaints3@comcast.net

                       – Juanita Sweet

Save The Date!
Hear Chris Rimmer from the Vermont 

Center for Ecostudies speak on Saving our 
Songbirds April 21, 7:00 pm, at the Walpole 
Town Hall.Details to follow. Proceeds will 
benefit the Hooper Institute Summer 
internship program.         

– Karen Galloway

Cooking Class
Walpole Unitarian Church  
Offers Tortellini Cooking Class

Have you ever enjoyed authentic 
Italian American tortellini, the kind 
served in rich chicken broth as the first 
course at a wedding or holiday meal? 
Would you like to know how to make 
them? Now you can!

Antonia Andreoli will offer a cooking 
class on Old Keene Road Saturday, 
February 11, at 10am to benefit the 
Walpole Unitarian Church. Students will 
learn how to make both the meat filling 
and the pasta dough; then how to cut, 
fill and shape the tortellini. Each student 
will make his or her own in the “hands-
on” portion of the class.

After class, all will enjoy a light lunch 
of our tortellini in brodo. In order for 
everyone to have table space, the class 
is limited to 6 people. The minimum age 
for participants is 13.

Preregistration by Monday February 6 
is required, with a check made out to the 
Walpole Unitarian Church for $30. Check 
can either be left at Galloway Real Estate 
or mailed to Antonia at PO Box 100, 
Walpole NH. Call 756-9036 to register, 
or for more info. Snow day is Sunday, 
February 12, at 3 pm, and of course a light 
supper will follow.          

– Antonia Andreoli

First Congregational
Sunday, February 5 is “Souper” Bowl 

Sunday at 11 am at the church. Over 
twenty different soups will be for sale. 
Come by and purchase a soup for lunch or 
for Super Bowl viewing. Pastor Christine, 
and a few members of the church, will be 
giving a presentation on what is going 
on in the church. All are invited to stay 
and listen.

Saturday, February 11, 8 am, the Church 
Council will meet in the fellowship hall of 
the church.

The entire Christmas Eve offering 
netted $1,223 and was donated to the 
Veterans of the Cross, which provides 
financial support to retired clergy. A 
special offering for the First Baptist 
Church in Lebanon, N.H., which recently 
burned down as the result of arson, 
raised $698. 

March will begin one of our annual 
fundraising events, The Silent Auction. 
We are looking for items to display in the 
fellowship hall for a two week period, 
giving time for people to see what is 
for sale. If you have items to contribute, 
please contact Pat Kingsbury, our Office 
Administrator, at 756-4075 on weekday 
mornings.   

– Chuck Shaw

St John’s
Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper will be 

held February 28, 6pm, in The Parish Hall.
Come and enjoy pancakes and waffles 
with maple syrup, bacon and sausages. 
It’s a fun night, and the last chance to 
party before Lent! No cost, however 
donations are welcomed.

Ash Wednesday Service, with 
Imposition of Ashes, will be March 1 at 
Noon. The liturgy invites us to begin a 
holy Lent by looking at the ways we have 
turned away from God, and then inviting 
us to give thanks for the forgiveness God 
offers. 

After School Programs
Art After School is held each Wednesday 

school is in session from 3:15 - 5pm in 
The Parish Hall. Any child in first grade 
or older is welcome to participate. This 
winter, projects feature snow, penguins, 
famous artists, and some hearts.

Narnia After School follows each 
Thursday school is in session, also in The 
Parish Hall from 3:15 -  5pm. This program 
uses art, discussion, films, history and 
more to explore C. S.Lewis’ The Chronicles 
of Narnia, starting with The Lion, the 
Witch, and the Wardrobe. So far, students 
have learned a little about WWII, the 
evacuation of children out of London, 
food rationing, and experienced an 
English tea children might have enjoyed 
while food was rationed.

For information on either after school 
program, contact Susan Kershaw, info@
walpoleartafterschool.org or go to our  
website: www.walpoleartafterschool.org.

       – Rev. Susan Kershaw
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Walpole Grange #125 will host Coffee 
With A Cop on Tuesday, February 21 at 
7:30 pm at the Walpole Town Hall. You are  
invited to come and meet with Chief 
Paquette while enjoying a cup of coffee 
and a snack. Chief Paquette will address 
your questions and concerns about the 
police department, and especially the 
opioid crisis in and around Walpole. He 
will explain the impact of drug abuse in 
our community, and how to identify and 
understand the signs of a person using 
opioids. For more information, call 756-3677,  
or email grayreiner@myfairpoint.net.

            – Kathy Yardley

Coffee 
with a Cop

Police Log
Prior to meeting with Police Chief 

Mike Paquette and Sgt. Justin Sanctuary, 
I compared the monthly statistics shown 
here with last month’s. Hopefully you 
are comparing too, and beginning to 
understand what the numbers represent, 
and mean. 

One number again jumped out from 
the previous reporting period. Of the 
overall average of 15 calls per day, there 
were 192 Motor Vehicle Calls for the 
month - three times the previous report. 
Fortunately, Criminal Investigations were 
down 15 percent.

The Chief explained that with the 
holidays more time was spent on 
Operation Safe Commute. “We never 
can predict what will happen,” the Chief 
explained, “and Criminal Investigations 
will always take precedence over 
stopping motor vehicles.” Based upon a 
number of criteria including state roads, 
population, number of businesses, 
accident data and DWIs, state grants are 
provided to each community for highway 
safety patrols. The state asks that as much 
is practicable, the patrols for Operation 
Safe Commute occur during periods of 
greater travel, such as the past holiday 
period. Weather was a factor with the 
spike in the number of accidents.

Sgt. Sanctuary asked that for everyone’s 
safety, snow always be removed from 
cars, particularly from roofs. It is also the 
law. New Hampshire’s Rules of the Road, 
RSA 265:79-b, covers Negligent Driving. 
Driving endangering any person or 
property, if found guilty, can find you 
subject to a fine of from $250 to $500 for 
the first offense. Flying snow - and, even 
worse, ice - is endangering. It may leave 
a hazard on a road; or fly into another 
car, potentially causing damage or an 
accident.

Next month I will be sitting with the 
Chief and Sgt. to learn all the details 
involved in processing a “typical case” to 
share with you here.        – Ray Boas

Friendly Meals
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens 

will hold their monthly dinner on Friday 
February 24, at St. Peter’s Church in North 
Walpole. The meal will be served at noon: 
beefsteak with brown mushroom sauce, 
mashed potatoes, tossed salad, and 
whoopee pies for dessert.

Friendly Meals are open to senior citizens  
(60+) from all area towns, and are available 
on a donation basis. Reservations are 
essential, as seating is limited. Call Gia at 
352-2253 by noon on February 23.

Arrive early and have your blood 
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In Clinic. 
A wellness nurse from Home Healthcare, 
Hospice and Community Services will be  
available from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm to check  
blood pressures and answer questions 
about home care and any health 
concerns you may have.

                 – Susan Ashworth



8



9



10

...in the late 19th century 
the self-proclaimed “Largest Manufacturer  
of Hand-Made Baskets in the United 
States” was just across the river in 
Gageville? Did you even know Gageville 
exists across the river? The boundaries 
of neighboring Westminster and 
Rockingham, Vermont, can be confusing. 
Besides its rural villages of Bartonsville, 
Brockways Mills, and Cambridgeport; 
Rockingham includes the incorporated 
villages of Bellows Falls and Saxtons 
River. Areas within Vermont’s oldest 
existing town, Westminster, include 
Westminster West, Westminster Station, 
and North Westminster. Gageville is in 
North Westminster. 

Adding to the confusion, driving on 
Route 121 from Bellows Falls Village to 
Saxtons River Village, the road passes 
through North Westminster. If you miss 
the small sign, you might believe you 
are still in Bellows Falls. If you turn south 
on Gage Street, you enter Gageville. In 
1899, the Bellows Falls Times reported, 
“Gageville is a pretty suburb of Bellows 
Falls with a single street built near the 
crest of a terrace and situated in the 
town of Westminster. It has been built 
as a result of Mr. Gage’s business...” Still 
with me?

Eighteenth century Walpole builder, 
Asa Gage, had two sons. William bought 
my house in 1819, and Royal settled in 
Westminster sometime after 1839. Royal’s 
25-year-old son William started his first 
basket factory in Westminster with his 
younger brother in 1842. The brothers 
invented and perfected the Gage Splint 
Cutter, a device to split wood with the 
grain. Gage splint baskets, made of oak 
or ash with this machinery (and not made 
from shavings or veneer) resembled 
stronger hand-made baskets. In the late 
1850s, William Gage closed his factory 
when he became ill. Recovering, in 1860, 
he purchased the Granger gristmill on 
the Saxtons River just below the covered 
bridge. There, in what became Gageville, 
he built a three-story workshop, 120 feet 
long with an elevator and steam heat. 
When the Westminster/Walpole covered 
bridge was washed out by a freshet in 
1869, he bought the remaining timbers 
and built additional structures.

William Gage died in 1880. His son, 
Sidney, and daughter, Ada, bought out 
the other heirs, and assumed running 
the basket factory. It was Sidney Gage 
& Co. (successors to Wm. P. Gage) 
“manufactures of oak and ash splint 
baskets” who proclaimed the firm as the 
“Largest Manufactures of Hand-Made 
Baskets in the United States.” The Bellows 

Falls Times article 
continued, “There are 
more than 100 styles 
of baskets of many 
different sizes, and 
the firm is prepared to 
make oblong baskets 
of irregular sizes to 
order. About 250 are 
usually made daily, and 
20 or more men are 
employed in the works. 
... Mr. Gage sells directly 
to the jobbing trade, and his product 
goes from Maine to California, although 
mostly sold in the eastern states.” The 
baskets were sold per dozen.

Cassius Irving Wilson purchased 
Sidney Gage & Co. in 1937. His son, Frank, 
graduating that year from high school, 
apprenticed to his father making baskets 
in the factory. In 1941, Frank purchased 
the West River Basket Company in Putney, 

Vermont, officially changing the name to 
Basketville in 1961. The Gageville factory 
burned down in May 1943, never to 
reopen. Today only foundations remain 
along the river. Frank Wilson imported 
his first basket in 1956. The Putney 
factory ceased making baskets in 1996, 
ending over 150 years of basketmaking 
in the area.

Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 
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Library 
Reading Challenge
Next time you’re in the library, pick up 

a 2017 reading challenge punch card! 
Read some books, earn raffle tickets 
and we’ll pull a winner for a local prize 
each month. The challenges range from 
“a book with an animal on the cover” to 
“a National Book Award winner.” You’re 
bound to find something you love as 
well as something you never would have 
picked up on your own!

Winter Break Kids Movie
Tuesday February 21s we’ll be showing 

a kid’s movie at 11am. Join us for a fun 
movie, a craft and some snacks! Check 
our website for an announcement with 
the title of the film.

Special Story Time Series
Join us the last Wednesday of the 

month for a special story time presented 
by the Grafton Museum. Story Time is 
every Wednesday at 10am. The series 
presented by the Grafton Museum 
will have a special topic each month 
and include stories and a craft. Join us 
February 22 to learn about Winter Animal 
Adaptations.  

Cook Book Challenge Group
Our next meeting will be February 28. 

All are welcome to join us for delicious 
food and great conversation. Stop by the 
library to pick up a copy of this month’s 
cook book, Dinner Made Simple. Please 
remember to sign up once you’ve 
selected your recipe so we know how 
many people to plan for. You’ll want 
to bring your own place setting (plate, 
silverware, napkin and beverage) as well 
as your dish for the pot luck. 

              – Justine Rogers

Non-fiction Book Group
The Walpole Non-Fiction History Book 

Group will meet at 7:00 pm Tuesday, 
February 14, at the Bridge Memorial 
Library. This month’s book is ‘Hidden 
Figures’ by Margot Lee Shetterly. This is 
the untold story of three brilliant African-
American women working at NASA, who 
served as the brains behind the launch 
of astronaut John Glenn. The book was 
made into a recently-released movie. 

The book is available at the library 
or on line. For additional information 
contact: Ron MacLachlan at 758-3695, or 
email ronmaclachlan03608@gmail.com 

               – Ron MacLachlan

It’s Coming Back!
Cabin Fever Radio Follies
Hold the Date – Saturday, March 18. 

The Walpole Players will host Cabin Fever 
Radio Follies of 2017. Based upon past 
sell-outs, you will need to purchase your 
tickets in advance, with complete table 
reservations confirmed. Full details in 
the next Clarion, but if you cannot wait, 
bring your money (and confirm table 
reservations) to Joanie Joan’s Baked 
Goods Company now.        

– Ray Boas
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The Poetry Guy 
Visits Walpole Schools
“Poetry is when an emotion has found 

its thought and the thought has found 
words.”- Robert Frost

From Tuesday, January 17 through 
Friday, January 20, “The Poetry Guy” 
Ted Scheu visited the Walpole schools. 
Scheu (pronounced “Shy”), who lives in 
Vermont, is a children’s poet who has 
spent the last two decades sharing his 
poems, his philosophy on his craft, and 
his passion for poetry with children all 
over New England and beyond. 

Scheu has published several books 
of children’s poetry. His books are filled 
with memories of his childhood, personal 
illustrations, and fun rhymes that are 
made to be read aloud. Scheu’s books 
include Getting the Best of Me, I Froze 
My Mother, I Tickled My Teachers, I Threw 
My Brother Out, and Some Day I’ll be a 
Teacher, among others. The strongest 
themes within his poetry include family, 
friendship, sports, and school. His poetry, 
which can be appreciated by kids and 
adults, teachers and students alike, is 
designed to make you laugh, make you 
smile, and make you think. 

On Thursday night of his visiting 
week, Scheu hosted a night open to 
the Walpole Community at the Walpole 
Elementary School. On this special night, 
students had the opportunity to share 
the poems that they created within 
workshops with Scheu throughout the 
week. The audience also got the chance 
to craft their own rhyming poems by 
using prompts from Ted. It was a night 
that celebrated a shared love of poetry 
and all of the kids’ hard work. 

On that Friday, January 20, Scheu 
visited Walpole Elementary School. His 
original visit to the school had been 
postponed due to that Wednesday’s 
snow day. Following a full-school 
presentation, Scheu was able to meet 
with each grade throughout the day to 
work with them in a poetry workshop. 

For the 6th grade students, Scheu 
focused on “Writing from the Heart,” while 
the 7th and 8th grade students were able 
to learn more about rhyme and rhythm 
within poetry, along with the writing 
process and revision. Students were able 
to listen to Ted read his own poetry, share 
poems from other poets that he used as 
strong mentor texts to learn from, and 
reflect on his own processes as a poet. 

Schue helped students understand 
that while poetry was both something 

to be loved, and something to have 
fun doing, it was also a craft that often 
necessitates revision and redrafting. He 
revealed that a typical poem of his often 
takes as long as five days to complete, 
regardless of its length. Scheu stressed 
the importance of finding the right verbs 
that gives poems their heartbeats, that 
brings them to life.

A special thanks goes out to the 
reading specialist in Walpole, Caroline 
Wheeler, who helped organize and 
promote Ted Scheu’s visit.

Walpole students got a wonderful 
opportunity to enjoy the experience 
of poetry, to understand the craft, and, 
perhaps most important of all, to create 
something that was not there before. 
That is the essence of any art form.

   – Jake Gagnon

Ted Schue builds a poem with words provided by WES students  
at an all-school assembly-
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A Case for Naptime
Something that has always confused 

me in the public school system is 
naptime. More specifically, the grades in 
which it is put in place. Small children, 
the age that have naptime, seem to 
have boundless energy and no need for 
sudden sleeps in the middle of the day. 
Children in middle school, however, are 
seemingly constantly exhausted and 
have no naptime or ability to relieve 
themselves of this burden of weariness. 

Often children in middle school are 
overtired, due to staying up late or 
getting up early to finish homework or 
complete other school-related tasks. This 
messed-up sleep schedule has become 
commonplace for many middle school 
students, especially those who have 
afterschool activities, as they are not 
able to complete their work directly after 
school like some of their peers. Children 
are also overworked, often complaining 
of the amount of homework they have.

While the issue of being overworked 
may not be able to be solved immediately, 
it’s product, being overtired, can. Science 
has proven that 20-minute power naps 
can improve performance. A study also 
showed that students who took a nap 
before memorizing a list of names did 20 
percent better than students that did not 
take a nap. The point is fairly 
simple: middle school (and 
even high school) students 
should be allowed to take a 
20 minute nap at some point 
in the day, to reduce stress 
from lack of sleep, to improve 
performance, and to make 
sure students are getting as 
close to eight hours of sleep 
as possible.            

– Lillia Wilson

Book Review 
Octavian Nothing  
by M.T. Anderson

 Octavian Nothing is a story about an 
ordinary African American boy, (Octavian 
Nothing). He is bought by a mysterious 
group of irrational philosophers who are 
a part of the College of Lucidity (COL). 
The malignant intentions of the COL 
and their corrupt leader are to study the 
African race in an effort to prove their 
equality. Octavian finds himself in a 
years-long social experiment where his 
whole fantastical world is turned upside 
down; in the blink of eye, everything he 
thinks he knows is questioned. 

In his community, where the all-
white philosophers are identified by 
numbers, Octavian is allowed to keep 
his name. In a time of war and slavery, 
Octavian is given an education that 
rivals a king’s. The philosophers are 
convinced that by rewarding their 
“experiment” with sumptuous food, 
shelter, clothing, and experiences, the 
“African Savage” can be taught to be as 
intelligent and sophisticated as a “white 
man”. While Octavian was not harmed, 
many others suffered at the hands of the 
philosophers, all in the name of “science.” 
Octavian witnessed horrific sights, like a 
cat being thrown off of a building and 
dogs being drowned and poisoned. He 
never questioned the “method to the 
madness” or his obvious difference from 
the others until he walked through an 
off-limits door. 

Beyond the door, he finds evidence 
that begins to unearth an unsettling 
difference between him and the 
philosophers – that he, Africans and 
others are classified as less-than-human. 
A chart lists the different types of human 
beings and refers to Octavian as an 
African Savage. He is caught by the 
philosopher 03-01, who gives Octavian a 
lecture that implies not all human beings 
are the same.

This book was intriguing. It combined 
the ideas that, while the Revolutionary 
War was fought, it was not for 
everybody’s freedom. I would give it 
three and a half stars out of a five star 

total. It is a long book but rewarding 
in the way it forces the reader to think 
differently about a time through these 
fictional circumstances. I would highly 
recommend this to young adults (older 
middle school or high school students) 
or anyone fascinated in history as this is 
an interesting piece of historical fiction.

                   – Enrique Ingram

ethically responsible citizens, well 
equipped to succeed in their community.” 
Reaching that goal is not a simple matter, 
and it takes far more than the budget 
figures that are presented to the tax 
payers for their approval each year. Still, 
the budget is a basis upon which all the 
factors somehow depend and hopefully 
an informed and concerned  electorate 
will participate in the vote. 

Besides State revenues, other factors 
driving the school budget can not be 
controlled. Students in need of special 
education have, by law, an IEP (Individual 
Education Plan). That plan may well call 
for a one-to-one staff person. 

Enrollment fluctuates. It is currently 
low with 1548 students, down from 
1597 in 2012 – ’13, but projected to be 
1596 in 2021 – ’22. 1548 is also projected 
for 2018. Fenn mentioned that more 
younger families with children seem to 
be replacing a more elderly population 
across the district.

There are always buildings to maintain 
and repairs to be made. This year Warrant 
Article 7 asks for a Walpole vote on 
$25,050 for this separate from the district 
budget. Also contracts for teachers and 
support staff are a separate voting item. 

Voters may offer input at a Deliberative 
Session February 8, 6:30 pm at Fall 
Mountain High School, and there will be 
a public budget forum at the Walpole 
Town Hall March 1, 6:30 pm, hosted by the 
Walpole Grange.  

– Bill Lockwood

Continued from Page 1: Budget
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Notes

from the Grocery
Gleanings  

from the Town Minutes
• The Southern NH/VT Idol organization 
has requested use of the Town Hall for 
five consecutive Saturdays in September 
and October 2017.  Mr. Dalessio noted 
that they give back to the community.  
The proceeds would benefit the Walpole 
Historical Society, Fall Mountain Food 
Pantry and Our Place Drop-In Center.  The 
group must obtain insurance coverage 
for the five consecutive Saturdays. 
(Selectboard - December 8)
• Mason Forest kiosk:  Some citizens are 
asking for signage for the Fanny Mason 
Annex as they were unable to find the 
trails. This will be taken care of in the 
Spring. (Conservation Commission 
- December 5)
• Discussion involved the former Scoop 
Shop at 9 Edwards Lane off Route 12 
in the Commercial District. The new 
tenants are Chris and Caitlin Caserta 
of Valley Farms, Walpole. They plan to 
open a Farm-to-Table type restaurant, 
and use local produce and products. A 
public hearing is scheduled for February. 
(Planning Board - January 10)
• The Central Plating Property 
(downtown behind Mascoma Bank and 
near Ruggles and Hunt), owned by the 
Westberg family, has been offered to 
the town. The Walpole Planning Board 
and Conservation Commission must 
approve this transaction. The intention 
is to turn that area into more parking for 
the downtown area. A cleanup proposal 
must be approved by state and federal 
agencies. It is only after their approval 
that the Town of Walpole will accept the 
property. Once that approval is given, 
it relieves the town of any liability for 
that property. Testing must first be 
completed. Grant money is available for 
the cleanup of the property. Once done 
and approved, the Town will purchase 
the property for $1. (Planning Board - 
January 10)
• Fall Mountain Regional School 
District receives $533,000+ per month 
from Walpole tax receipts. That is 
approximately three million dollars every 
six months. In addition, this past year the 
Town’s bill from Cheshire County was 
$1,144,000. Mrs. Pschirrer advised that 
the State is continuing to push more and 
more expenses onto the towns in terms 
of education, highways, etc. (Selectboard 
Staff Meeting, December 15)    

– Ray Boas

New Volunteer Drivers
Do you have some time to give someone  

a ride? CVTC’s (Community Volunteer 
Transportation Company) Volunteer 
Drivers provide “no fee” transportation in 
the 33 towns of the Monadnock Region. 
We give rides to people who do not 
have access to transportation because of 
age, ability, economic situation or other 
limiting circumstances. Our trip purposes 
include non-emergency medical and 
social service appointments, as well as 
trips to the grocery store and pharmacy.

CVTC is enrolling new volunteers to get 
people where they need to go. Drivers 
may choose trips for individuals in their 
own town, but many also help out with 
those in neighboring towns.

Our drivers use their own vehicles and 
receive an optional reimbursement of 
$.41 per mile on trips they provide. Trips 
needing a driver are listed on our website 
– where drivers can see which trips fit in 
with their plans. For those drivers who do 
not use a computer, CVTC staff will help 
select trips that match time availability 
and complete a monthly mileage log.

If you are interested, call 1-877-428-
2882, ext. 5. CVTC is a Monadnock United 
Way Partner Agency. 

– Leah Kristin

Walpole Business Notes
Joan’s Personal Chef Service
It is a pleasure to have Joan’s Personal 

Chef Service continue advertising in the 
Clarion. Joan has been preparing meals 
in clients’ homes for over 10 years. She 
meets with new clients to discuss food 
preferences and customized meals. Her 
experience in preparing many specialized 
diets includes, but is not limited to: 
diabetic, vegetarian, low-sodium, low-
fat, gluten free, dairy free and many 
more. Joan does the planning, shopping, 
preparation, packaging and clean up. If 
you don’t have time to prepare nutritious 
meals, are overwhelmed, or are just tired 
of cooking, give Joan a call and see what 
she can do for you: 499-1667 For more 
details: www.chefjoan.com

Hooper Golf Course
At a recent meeting, the Meeting House 

West, LLC committee decided it would, 
for a second year, manage the Hooper 
Golf Course for the 2017 season. Further 
details about play and membership will 
be provided when available.

Your 100 word submission of “business 
notes” is welcome for possible insertion.

Usually we share a recipe here, but this 
month we’ve decided on something a 
little different.

Here’s how it happened. As a special 
Valentine’s Day recipe, we had selected 
“chateaubriand,” a classic French dinner 
for two. But we ran into a problem: 
To make a really good chateaubriand, 
you need to make a really good sauce. 
And to make a really good sauce, you 
need to start with a rich veal stock. But 
who wants to spend Valentine’s Day 
making homemade veal stock? Also, 
Chateaubriand is made from the center-
cut beef tenderloin – just the right size 
for two people. This cut is extremely 
tender…and lean, which is why it is 
traditionally “barded,” or wrapped in 
bacon. This ensures that the meat stays 
juicy and flavorful. It’s also a lot of work.

So, we’ve decided to do most of the 
work for you. We’ve put together a 
special dinner package that includes a 
center-cut beef tenderloin, seasoned 
and barded; bordelaise sauce from the 
Restaurant at Burdick’s; a creamy potato 
gratin; and French bread. All you’ll need 
to do is pop the chateaubriand and the 
gratin in the oven and heat up the sauce. 
(Instructions included.) Simply add your 
favorite green salad.

Our certified sommelier, Emily Holbrook  
Jennings, has selected the perfect wine to  
pair with this meal – an Exem Bordeaux, 
described as a “rich, harmonious” wine 
with “soft, elegant tannins.” 

Stop by or call us at 756-9098 for more 
information. Happy Valentine’s Day!

   – Paula Burdick
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Publisher’s Corner
When he renewed his ad for 

another six months, Ian Conway, The 
Chimney Doctor, shared with me that 
he “just got a referral directly from 
the ad yesterday in Langdon.” The 
Clarion is getting around, but more 
importantly, his customer told him 
where he learned of Ian’s services. 

Customers do not always remember 
where they saw an ad. The important 
thing is the ad was seen, and to be 
seen, ads need to be out in front of 
the public. Michelle Rios, when she 
placed her Walpole Village Salon ad 
this month, told me she loved seeing 
the same ads on page two each 
month, “those ads must be working,” 
she said. Please remember to tell our 
advertisers that you saw their ad.

Every February I attend the Town’s 
Budget Hearings. Hope to see you 
there February 16.

   – Ray Boas, Publisher

Deployment
(Editors note: Walpole resident, Army 

Chief Warrant Officer Paul Mercier recently 
sent the CLARION an update of his current 
military deployment. His words are shared 
here, in part.)

I was sent to Grafenwoehr, Germany, 
11 March 2016, to repair a broken 
maintenance system in support of 
Operation Atlantic Resolve (OAR). The 
site was called European Activity Set 
– Grafenwoehr (EAS-G). There were no 
Military there until I arrived. The purpose 
of the site was to issue equipment to 
units arriving in Europe to train. This 
was a long term (9 months) loan of 
equipment. Once done, the equipment 
was to be repaired and turned back in. 
There was usually a 90-day turnaround 
until it is loaned out again. I was able to 
turn the site around in about 6 weeks, 
and get the processes working correctly 
to quickly get equipment through the 
shops.

In June, we were notified the Army 
Material Command (AMC) would no 
longer be operating out of Grafenwoehr. 
We were to ship all equipment and 
materials to the other EAS site in 
Mannheim, and be decommissioned by 
15 September. So I thought to myself, 
“All is done and I will be home by the 
projected end of tour of 7 October.” 
But, wait right there! It was not to be. 
The command called me up. “Chief, you 
did such a great job at Grafenwoehr by 
taking command and making it happen, 
we are sending you to Dulmen to set up 
an Army Prepositioned Stock site (APS).” I 
would have to pack all my apartment and 
belongings into the 2000 Mazda Protégé 
I had to buy, and drive 375 miles to the 
new location. This was a British depot 
from 1974 until October 2016.

I sent my remaining NCO ahead (as 
he lives in Germany) to find us a place 
to stay. The base was completely empty 
and the barracks full of black mold. So 
we are forced to live on the economy. 
This wasn’t so bad once we found a place 
at a B&B (pension) only ten minutes from 

base. With the exception of small 
hills, it is like Walpole. Nothing but 
farms and people who are much like 
Walpoleans – friendly and helpful. 
The base has 678,000 square feet 
of warehouse space to house all the 
equipment. I, by default again, am 
the Commander of the new base. 
We are scheduled to start receiving 
equipment on16 January. As things 
progress, there will be more to 
follow.               

– CW3 Paul Mercier

What Happened to January?
I was reading the current issue of the  

Clarion when I saw Deadline for February  
issue. Whoa, what? A misprint? Shouldn’t it  
read January issue? I flipped to the front cover  
to discover that I was reading the January  
issue. I tried to think back to mid-December 
and piece together the elapsed time.

Last thing I recalled was meeting up 
with my friend, Elwud. That was around 
mid-December, 2016. I remember him 
inviting me to his cabin on top of Croydon 
Mountain. I said “You cannot have a cabin  
there, because that is private land.”  “Pshaw!”  
he says. “No one even knows I am up there.  
I goes in a different way every time!”

So we head up to his hidden cabin, which  
turns out to be a fancy lean-to. I have to 
admit it is well hidden but – and this is 
the important part – it is not a live-in type 
of cabin. It is in fact an old-fashioned still 
where he makes home brew – or, as our 
southern friends call it, moonshine!

Wow, not only is he trespassing, but 
making an illegal brew, which I point out 
to him. He laughed and asked if I was 
going to turn him in to the authorities.

While I was contemplating the situation,  
Elwud goes and draws off a couple of 
jars of a freshly-made batch. He says, “Go 
ahead and sample it and tell me what you 
think.” Well sir, I took a good swallow and 
let me tell you, the Boston Pops, playing 
the Stars and Stripes and the fireworks  
going off over Boston Harbor on the Fourth  
of July are mild compared to what went 
off in my head after that one swallow.

The next thing I remember I was reading  
about the deadline for the February issue 
of the Clarion. Will I turn my friend in to 
the authorities? Heck, all I remember is  
taking a swallow of something and waking  
up in my living room a month later. What 
would I tell anyone?

Like everyone else, I made a list of New 
Year’s resolutions. I have kept every one of  
them so far. As Erma Bombeck said, “I made  
five resolutions and kept all five of them.  
They are in an envelope in my file cabinet.”

Did you know that there are 77 National 
Holidays in February? We are anxious to 
celebrate everything from Groundhog 
Day to National Peppermint Patty Day 
to Presidents’ Day. Did you ever wonder 
what Washington and Lincoln did to 
lose their birthday recognition and be 
relegated to share it with Presidents’ 
Day. Let’s hope March fares better and 
they do not change First Day of Spring to 
National Weather Day!  Happy February, 
and hope to see you in March…from the 
Far Side of Walpole!
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