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Old Home Days, 2017

Less than a week after torrential
rains inflicted widespread flooding in
Walpole, we were rewarded with a fairly
lovely three days to party. Old Home
Days weekend was filled with events,
performances and family activities…as
well as some serious (and not-so-serious)
competition. Kudos to all the winners.

Competition Winners

Parade Results
Best Use of Old Home Day Slogan:
Pinnacleview 4-H
Best Youth Entry: Home away from
Home
Best Business Entry: Bowman Dental
Most Humorous: Walpole Veterinary
Hospital
Grand Prize Winner: EE Houghton
Honorable Mention:
Youth Entry: Walpole Village School
Business/Group: United Congregational
Church
5k Race
Overall male, Eric Malnati; overall
female, Heidi Westover.
Continued on Page 23

An Open Letter
of Thanks to
the Walpole School
This Thursday June 22 is our youngest
son’s graduation from 8th grade, marking
the end of 12 years of attendance for our
two children at the Walpole Schools.
We wanted to take this time to publicly
thank a number of people for making a
difference in the lives of Conor, now 17,
and Spencer, 14.
To start with, the office staffs of all
three schools – Deb Clark, Gail Bellows,
and Michelle Whitney – set the tone for
their buildings by being welcoming and
helpful every day. The teachers cared for,
supported, and pushed our kids when
they needed it. In the early years, Micci
Freyenhagen, Christine Broadley, Nancy
LeClair, and Jean Kobeski helped tame
the energetic wiggles of our young boys
and lead them to the joy of learning. In
the middle school, Jackie Ronning, Justin
Cassarino, Kim Lewis, Ernie Perry and
Nick LeBail stand out by sharing the love
of their subjects with our kids. They all
made school and learning fun.
Continued on Page 3

Hooper Scholarships
Six Students Receive Awards
The George L. Hooper Scholarship
Committee is happy to announce this
year’s awardees. A total of $34,000
has been awarded for the 2017-2018
academic year to six incredible young
Walpole residents: Maddie Beaudry,
studying Animal Science at Cornell
University; Emily Britton in Animal Science
at University of Massachusetts Amherst;
Jacob Gehrung in Environmental
Studies at University of New Hampshire,
Jonathan Meadows studying Ecological
Restoration at Paul Smith’s College;
Tabitha Phillips majoring in Animal
Science with a concentration in Dairy at
Morrisville State College; and Mallorie
Timon, majoring in the Pre-Vet Equine
Studies Program at Centenary University.
All of these candidates have impressive
resumes, have earned excellent grades,
and are involved in clubs and research
projects extending their learning far
beyond the classroom. We are very
proud of all they have accomplished as
well as the goals that they have set for
themselves.
The George L. Hooper Scholarship is
a scholarship available to any Walpole
resident, and many of our students
have benefitted. Support is awarded
to selected applicants enrolled in
an accredited program of studies
in Agriculture, Forestry, Botany or
Environmental Science/Conservation,
and can be available throughout
college and graduate school studies.
The scholarship is also available for any
Walpole resident wanting to take a short
course in the study areas mentioned
above.
The selection from applicants is based
on academic readiness for college or
graduate school study, financial need,
integrity,
responsibility,
character,
initiative, and effort.
Those interested in learning more
about this scholarship should contact
Kim Lewis (klewis@sau60.org) of the
Hooper Scholarship Committee.
– Kim Lewis
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Kudos
David Westover Recognized
David Westover was presented The
Sprague W. Drenan Award June 10 during
the Alumni Reunion Luncheon at Keene
State College. Presented annually since
1968, this award is given to an alumnus
“whose participation in, and support of,
alumni activities is worthy of recognition.”
Nominations are solicited each year from
Keene State students, faculty, staff and
alumni. Reading the nominating essays,
a committee of alumni selects the top
nominee.
The Alumni Award Committee strongly
felt Westover “exceedingly deserving
of this honor” given his “phenomenal
dedication to the Alumni Association
and continual support in career-centered
student and alumni activities.”
During my interview with David, he
humbly told me, “I hope I might inspire
some local Keene State Alumni to get
‘involved’.”		
– Ray Boas

Friends of the Library
Thank You
The Friends of the Walpole Library
would like to thank everyone who
contributed to the success of our annual
Plant Sale in May. We raised about
$1,150 to benefit our library. We want
to especially thank Jackie Caserta for her
generous donation of many beautiful
plants to the sale each year!
The Book Sale – The Library Book
Sale will take place October 27-29 at
Walpole School. You can help now in the
following ways:
We need your donations of clean,
gently used books. We are currently
accepting book donations at the former
RN Johnson’s (in bays 14 and 15 to the
left of the main building) on Wednesday
mornings from 9:00-10:00, and on
Thursday afternoons from 3:00–4:00.
Please no cassette tapes, VHS tapes or
encyclopedias.
We also need your help sorting all of
these book donations. The book sorting
takes place at RN Johnson’s each week
during the same hours that we accept
donations. (see above) Each year there
are many books to sort into categories.
It is an interesting task, and one that is
more fun with more people.
Please call Cheryl at 756-4066 with any
questions.
Keene Children’s Museum Pass –The
Friends of the Library have purchased
a pass to the Keene Children’s Museum.
Library patrons may borrow this pass
that allows up to four visitors to use
the museum for half price. The usual
admission is $7.00.
– Jana Sellarol

Continued from Page 1: Thanks

Memorial Day was wet, but the ceremonies
were well attended.

Toni McDougle deserves special thanks
for adapting Spencer’s favorite class,
PE, to his ever-changing health needs
and limitations over 9 years. How many
teachers would figure out how a kid in
heart failure could play floor hockey with
his friends? (Lots of padding.) She could
have said that she wasn’t comfortable
letting him participate with his health
issues, but she always made it possible
for him to be included.

Conor & Spencer Harrington

Spring concerts showcased young talent.
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To Sheryl Chuda, the school nurse for
10 of the 12 years, we owe such gratitude.
Spencer was very sick through much of
middle school, missing three months
each of 5th, 6th and 7th grades. She was
our point person at the school helping
him come back time and time again after
absences. She went above and beyond
to come to Boston Children’s Hospital
to be trained so that he could return to
school with a pump in his heart (only
the 4th kid in the United States to do so).
She even spent a night with Spencer at
the hospital three years ago so that both
Jeff and I could attend Conor’s 8th grade
graduation. And she was there at school
when we shared the news with Spencer
that his new heart had finally arrived after
13 months of waiting for his transplant.
Through all the challenges, Sam
Jacobs has been a constant positive
and caring force He knows our kids
well, and he has worked to provide the
best learning experience possible for
them. From chaperoning every school
dance to attending athletic events in
the late afternoons and evenings, he
has even cheered on our kids in their
extracurriculars. We always felt the love
he has for the school, the staff and all of
the students.
Walpole is a wonderful place to raise
children, and we are fortunate to have
such a great school.
		

– Jeff and Laurie Harrington

Where to you go to escape the summer
heat of July? Do you sit under a shade
tree with a glass of lemonade? Huddle
by your air conditioner during the heat
of the day? Perhaps you take the kids for
a splash at the town pool or escape to
“the camp by the pond”? Here’s another
alternative - have you considered a visit
to the Connecticut River for a swim or
paddle?
The lovely Connecticut River shapes
the Town’s western boundary. It is now
designated a National Scenic River, one of
only ten in the country! The Sylvio Conte
Wildlife Sanctuary is scattered through
the river valley. Are you astonished? If
you’ve lived here before 1990 you might
be. In the bad old days sewage from
both North Walpole and Walpole village
poured directly into the river. Other
contaminants from local industries
made the river their go-to waste disposal
system.
How has the river made such a
remarkable recovery since it was declared
“the most beautifully landscaped sewer
in the country” in 1950? Thanks to a
bipartisan effort of Congress, the Clean
Water Act was passed in 1972. More

than $300 million dollars was given to
towns and cities along the river to build
waste water treatment facilities. About
100 have been built along the 400 miler
river corridor.
Walpole and North Walpole were one
of the last communities to hook up to
a disposal system. It was perhaps the
largest infrastructure project the town
has ever seen. Roads in both villages
were torn up for months as pipes
were laid and each home or building
attached to the network. Construction
was completed in North Walpole in
1988. They hooked up to the treatment
plant in 1989. Walpole followed suit the
following year.

The wastewater treatment plant in
Bellows Falls was upgraded from a
primary to secondary plant in the early
1990’s. Instead of letting the “solids”settle
and treating the liquid with chemicals,
waste water is treated a second time. It
passes through rotating drums that are
loaded with voracious bacteria who feast
on the noxious bacteria that enter their
realm. After a final shot of disinfectant,
the water is returned to the river looking
clear enough to drink.
The river is now considered Class
B waters. That makes it “fishable and
swimmable”. More and more of my
students report using the river for
recreation. Sixth graders and their parents
just completed another year of our
annual Connecticut River canoe trip. One
parent reported seeing four bald eagles
over the two day sojourn. Bank swallows
and belted kingfishers, geese and duck
families all watched our progress down
the river. Fish were proudly caught.
Kids had fun bobbing in their life jackets
along the riffles in a shallow part of the
river. What a celebration of the beauty of
this magnificent river! And it’s right here
in Walpole.

Order arrives in the lawless West…
the village fountain gets traffic
pylons and directional arrows.

The Illusion rocked Friday night, with
fireworks after.

4

Vilas Bridge Presentation
What the Bridge Tells Us
Architectural historian and author
Richard Ewald calls the Vilas Bridge “a
bridge for our time,” and will discuss the
history of the Vilas and other Bellows
Falls bridges at Rockingham Free Public
Library Thursday, July 13 at 7:00 pm.
The free event is part of a summerlong fund-raising effort by the Friends of
the Library to acquire and permanently
exhibit a large painting of the Vilas Bridge
by the late, nationally-known local artist
Jerry Pfohl. The large, evocative painting
is already on display in the library.
“The Vilas was built in 1930 and is
considered one of the most historic
and beautiful concrete bridges in New
Hampshire,” said Ewald. “Part of what
makes it nationally significant is that it
stands on the same site as the very first
bridge built anywhere on the entire 410mile Connecticut River, a timber bridge
erected in 1785.”
“One of the most distinctive features
of the Vilas is the many cast-concrete
urn shapes that form the balustrade,
or sidewalls. Although we don’t
normally consider that bridges have an
architectural style, these clearly mark the
Vilas as representing the Colonial Revival
Style,” Ewald continued.
“That style evolved in the 1920’s
as an American response to millions
of immigrants and refugees arriving
from European and Eastern European
countries. White paint was applied
to houses in those days to evoke the
appearance of pure and classical Greek
and Roman buildings and sculptures.
Similarly, the bright white concrete
and classical urn shapes on the Vilas, to
many Americans in the 1930s, embodied
what might be called ‘traditional values.’
This response may sound familiar to us
today.”
Ewald served the Town of Rockingham
for nearly a decade as historic
preservation coordinator and community
development director. He was also the
executive director of the Bellows Falls
Area Development Corporation and the
first executive director of the Bellows
Falls Downtown Development Alliance.
He is the author of “Proud to Live Here”,
published in 2003, a regional history of
towns in the Connecticut River Valley in
Vermont and New Hampshire.
			

Great River Co-op
Orchard Hill Breadworks Pizza
Night to Benefit Great River Co-Op
The Great River Co-op, a startup
Cooperative grocery store coming soon
to Walpole, has been chosen as the
beneficiary for an Orchard Hill
Breadworks Pizza Night Fundraiser on
Tuesday, August 1.
Proceeds from this event will go
towards the next big step for the Great
River Co-op - hiring a project manager.
The goal for this fundraising campaign is
$40,000 by the end of 2017.
Pizza Night at Orchard Hill Breadworks
in East Alstead runs 12 Tuesdays
throughout the summer, from June 13 to
August 30. A different local group is the
beneficiary each week, with 100% of the
profits going to that night’s sponsored
group.
Orchard Hill provides crusts (gluten
free crusts available), sauce and cheese.
Attendees bring their own toppings, or
even pick them from the new Pizza Night
garden!
To learn more about Great River Co-op,
or to volunteer to help at events, visit
www.greatriverfoodcoop.com/
and
follow on Facebook!
– Stacey Nachajski

– Anne Dempsey
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Artist Exhibit
Mary’s, Mermaids & More
Artist Exhibit, July 3 - July 31 at Burdick’s,
74 Main Street, Walpole. Mary, Mermaids
& More features a collection of mosaics,
watercolors, oil pastels and mixed media
by Barbe Tarantino. Opening Artist’s
Reception July 3rd at 4:00-6:00 pm. Free
and open to the public
Ten percent of show sales will be
donated to the Sharlene Beaudry Fund.
		

– Barbe Tarantino

Saturday’s parade began with the
national anthem… and a duck.

Non-fiction Book Group
Two competing points of view from
two hard-driving reporters, one from
the Financial Times and one from the
NewYorker Magazine, are on tap for our
next meeting, which will be held Tuesday,
July 11, at 7:00 pm at the Walpole Library.
The Reclusive Hedge-Fund Tycoon
Behind the Trump Presidency, Jane Mayer
from the NewYorker Magazine writes
about Robert Mercer who bankrolled
Donald Trump’s early entry into and
subsequent campaign for the 2016
Presidential race.
You can find the March 27, 2017
Issue of the New Yorker Magazine: How
Robert Mercer exploited America’s populist
insurgency, by Jane Mayer.
The Despair of the White Working Class
is an objective and articulate review of
President Trump’s appeal and why the
Democrats could lose the election again
in 2020. Simon Kuyper, the Financial
Times reporter, reviews the books and
papers of Joan Williams, a Professor of
Law at the Hasting College of Law, UCLA.
Ms. Williams conclusion: The White
Working Class, “don’t want compassion.
They want respect.”
For more, read the FT Weekend Edition
12-14 May 2017 online. – Ron MacLachlan

Walpole Unitarian
July 2: Family First at Hastings House
July 9: Pluralism and Religious Freedom,
Antonia Andreoli
July16: Reflections on the Roots and
Branches of our Family Trees, Rev. Sandra
J. Whippie and Jaina Read. It is important
to recognize the multigenerational
aspects of our congregational worship
and history. Just as our understanding
of the world grows with education and
scientific knowledge, we must learn to
cherish the wisdom developed through
experience, and the hope and faith we
try to pass on to our children and their
children. The values that we find give our
lives meaning will lead us to urge the
coming generations toward wisdom for
the challenges to come in whatever the
future holds. The balance of the earth’s
riches and the gifts of clean water and
clean air may be at risk.
July 23: Tales of Beatrix Potter, Rev.
Elaine Bomford: Beatrix Potter was a
woman of many gifts – author, artist,
naturalist, conservationist, gardener,
sheep farmer, business entrepreneur and
Unitarian. With Reverend Elaine Bomford,
we learn about her richly creative life and
the beautiful legacy she has left.
– Antonia Andreoli
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Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their
annual picnic luncheon at 12:00 noon on
July 17, at Alyson’s Orchard. Everyone is
asked to bring a box lunch. Dessert and
beverages will be provided. If you have
lawn chairs, it would be helpful to bring
them. Bring a friend, enjoy some great
food, fellowship and the warmth of
summer.		
– Jan Martin

The Bird at the Door
With Apologies
to the Nature of Walpole
I’m really at a loss to explain it. The
birds, that is. For May and much of June,
there’s been a nest of what my non-birder
brain thinks might be wrens (well, they’re
brown, with feathers, pointy beaks
– they’re clearly not robins or cardinals
or bluebirds or herons… and that pretty
much exhausts my know-your-birds
expertise) outside our front door.
That’s directly outside our front door,
tucked into a niche above a faux column
that frames the door. That’s close enough
that if I wanted to, I could reach in and
grab an egg.
The nest building started in May, with
the newly-hatched offspring visible about
three weeks ago. The parent birds lurk in
nearby trees and bushes, periodically
hurtling under the porch roof – at a
speed that suggests they’re planning
on embedding themselves in the storm
door. From the steadily-growing mound
of guano on the porch floor, they clearly
hang around for food transfer, though
I’ve never witnessed it – can’t see the
nest from inside, and if we open the door
or approach from another direction, the
adults make themselves scarce. For the
sake of domestic tranquility – both the
birds’ and ours – we’ve avoided using
that door as much as possible.
The thing is, this is the third time we’ve
hosted this crew, but not every year. If
memory serves, it’s been about every
other year. Always the same spot. I’m
assuming it’s the same nesting pair, or
perhaps offspring returning to the old
homestead. Although I’m puzzled and
bemused by all this, these goings-on
aren’t what I’m at a loss to explain.
See, it’s happened before.
Back in our flatlander days, we lived
in Norfolk, Virginia. Typical of Tidewater,
Virginia, there were inlets and ponds
everywhere…and birds – notably Canada
geese, egrets and ducks. Lots of ducks.

The 2017 brood

Our home wasn’t really near any of
the water, but we awoke one morning
to discover a mallard had laid claim to
a spot in a brick planter that ran along
the front of our porch. It was an unlikely
spot for a nest – the concrete porch was
a good three feet above ground level
(reached by brick steps) and the planter
added another foot or so. I’m assuming
our guest had to fly to her perch – I never
witnessed an arrival or departure – but
she settled in for the duration, between
two dwarf pines and about three feet
from our heavily-travelled front door. We
used that door a lot. Mail was delivered
daily to a slot in the door; we parked our
car in a driveway a few steps away. The
mallard endured it all stoically. Never
budged. Predictably, we named her
Fillmore.
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After hatching out her brood, we
watched her lead her ducklings across
the lawn and down the road toward the
nearest water – a good four blocks away.
Two years later she returned, but not to
the planter. This time she built a nest
behind a mass of ivy in our back yard
and nowhere near a door. Unfortunately,
the ivy was supported by our neighbors
chain-link fence. Not a wise choice. The
neighbor had a dog and the fence was
not opaque. Periodically (every time the
dog left the house) he would charge the
fence and bark…pretty much until he
went hoarse. After about a week of this,
Fillmore gave it up and abandoned her
nest. She never returned.
Since black flies are the only winged
creatures I can dependably attract, this
sporadic feathered visitation is puzzling.
Not unwelcome, just mystifying. There
are countless other sheltered, secure
(and far less-trafficked) nesting options
in the vicinity of our current front door
(and that porch in Virginia) yet they were
seemingly found wanting. What is the
lure? Airbnb?
This morning, our most recent
feathered guests departed. The nest is
empty. I wonder what might show up
next year? I understand bald eagles are
returning to the region… – Jan Kobeski

Scenes along Old Keene Road during the
deluge on June 19. Flooded basements,
eroded driveways and lawns, and debrislittered roads, yards and sidewalks were
everywhere. Crews were still cleaning up
durin Old Home Days.

Library
Summer Reading Program
Be sure to join us every Thursday for
special programs for kids based around
our Summer theme, Build a Better
World. We’ll also have drop in crafts
on Saturdays and two morning movie
events. Check our full list of programs
on our Facebook page or on our website
walpoletownlibrary.org
Also stop by the library to sign up for
the reading challenge to earn prizes
throughout the summer!
Story Time with the Grafton Museum
Join us Wednesday mornings around
10am for story time! Story Time happens
every Wednesday, and this summer we
have three special story times scheduled
with the Grafton Museum: June 28, July
26 and August 16. We have tons of fun
with stories, music, bubbles and a craft!
Museum Passes
The Friends of the Library provide us
with a number of museum passes every
year. This year we have free passes to
Billings Farm, the Currier Museum of
Art, Eric Carle Museum, The Fells Historic
Estate and Gardens, Montshire Museum
of Science and Vermont Institute of
Natural Science. Stop by the library to
check out a museum pass!

Photos: Lucy McVitty Weber

Essential Oils Class
Join us Wednesday July 26 at 7pm for
an essential oils class at the library. Learn
about where the oils come from and
what to use them for. This class is free
and open to the public.
Cook Book Challenge Group
Our next Pot Luck will be Tuesday
July 25 at 11:30am. Yes, that’s right, we’re
trying a Lunch this month! Stop by the
library for a copy of our next cook book.
New members are always welcome.
Stop by the Pot Luck to enjoy some food
even if you don’t have time to cook this
month! 			
– Justine Rogers

An Eagle Scout Court of Honor was
held June 11 at the Walpole Town Hall.
Adam Terrell, 17, son of James and
Terry Jo Terrell of Walpole, became an
Eagle Scout, the highest achievement
and rank attainable in Boy Scouting.
His mother pinned his award as his
father looked on.
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Photo: Ray Boas

The distinguished judges
and the Grand Marshal
Yes, there was strawberry shortcake.
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Old Home Days featured imaginative floats,
assorted musicians, street theater, animals,
flying monkeys and a remarkably unorthodox
tooth fairy.

10

11

12

13

Concerts on the Green
Savings Bank of Walpole is pleased to
announce the dates and bands scheduled
to perform at the annual Concerts on the
Green summer concert series held on the
town green in Walpole.
The eight-concert series kicked off
with the Walter Sayre Orchestra during
Walpole Old Home Days. All of the
remaining performances in the series will
be held rain or shine on Sundays from
6:30-8:00 pm. Attendees are encouraged
to pack a picnic basket and bring a
blanket and/or lawn chair.
“We’re pleased to have sponsored
the “Concerts on the Green” summer
concert series for the past 35 years,” said
Gregg Tewksbury, President and CEO for
Savings Bank of Walpole. “In addition to
showcasing some great local bands, we
enjoy providing area residents with a funfilled evening of family entertainment.”
The Concerts:
July 2, 2017
Springfield Community Band
July 9, 2017
Keene American Legion Band
July 16, 2017
Westmoreland Town Band
July 23, 2017
East Bay Jazz Ensemble
July 30, 2017
The Temple Band
August 6, 2017
Brattleboro American Legion Band
August 13, 2017
Nelson Town Band
Founded in 1875, Savings Bank of
Walpole is headquartered in Walpole
and serves the Connecticut River Valley
and Monadnock Regions. For more
information visit www.walpolebank.com
or call (603) 352-1822.

•

Saturday moments
included the Fireman’s
Callenge Course,
live music at the
Historical Society
and antique autos.

•
•
•
•
•
•
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Friendly Meals
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens
will hold their monthly dinner on Friday,
July 28, at St. Peter’s Church in North
Walpole. The meal will be served at
noon. On the menu will be spinach salad,
pork chop with white sauce, mashed
potatoes, green beans, and a date bar
with confectionary sugar for dessert.
Friendly Meals are open to senior
citizens (60+) from all area towns,
and are available on a donation basis.
Reservations are essential, as seating is
limited. Call Gia at 352-2253 by noon on
July 27.
Arrive early and have your blood
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In clinic. A
wellness nurse from Home Healthcare,
Hospice and Community Services will
be available from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
to check blood pressures and answer
questions about home care and general
health concerns you may have.
The Friendly Meals and Nurse Is In
clinics are programs of Home Healthcare,
Hospice and Community Services, a
Monadnock United Way agency.
– Lara Larson
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Walpole Business Notes

Walpole Artisans
The Walpole Artisans are hosting a new
artists reception to welcome Stephen
Gehlbach, photographer; Joellen Knight,
wooden harps; and Anne Ward, painter.
The event is Friday, July 14, between
5:00 and 7:00 pm at the artisans gift shop
52 Main St. This is a casual event and
refreshments will be served. Please stop
by to say hi and meet the art makers.
			
– Wayne Cotton
Your 100 word submission of “business
notes” is welcome for possible insertion.

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...Walpole had seven summer

resort listings in Gems of the Granite
State published in 1894? Besides
publishing New Hampshire Farms
for
Summer
Homes,
the
State Board of Agriculture
published
Gems…with
the
hope of “increasing the volume of
summer travel”to New Hampshire.
Walpole, located halfway
between both New York and
Boston for railroad travel to
popular summer destinations
in both the White Mountains
and Saratoga Springs, also
developed as a destination for
summer boarders. Trains from
both New York and Boston
stopped in Bellows Falls, and

Across the covered bridge from the
Island House, the Mansion House Hotel
(located where the Green Mountain
Railroad Round House now sits)
welcomed travelers from about 1799

the old toll house at the covered bridge
to Westminster. P. Murray was allowed to
provide lodging for tramps who were a
common sight traveling through. Town
officials, however, closed the “hotel” in
1877 because Murray was “entertaining
loafers and furnishing beverage not
allowed by law.”
Four of the lodging listings in the
1894 Gems… appear to have been
private residences, opened up
to accommodate summer
boarders. After Mary Holland
became the owner of the large
home on Westminster Street
(west of the ice skating rink),
she opened it as the Holland
House. This became a favorite
place to stay for people arriving
in town to open their homes for
the summer, and again to stay
at while closing their homes at
season’s end before going back
to their city residences.
Many of the large Walpole farms
and estates were purchased in
the late 19th century as summer
Drewsville’s Mountain
House

The Dinsmore
many passengers remained overnight
at the Island House. Shortly after the
railroad arrived, Abenaqui Mineral
Springs, on the rise above the Kilburn
Meadow, was developed in conjunction
with the Island House’s tourist business.
During the summer season tourists were
brought to the springs every two hours
for the same health restorative cures they
could get from Saratoga’s waters. Many
of these tourists chose the Walpole area
for their summer retreats rather than
traveling further.
As published in Gems…, the Elmwood
House (on Walpole’s Common) could
accommodate 60 guests; The Dinsmore
(on the lot north of the fountain) slept
65; and, The Mountain House (on
Drewsville’s Common) had room for
30 travelers. The Mountain House was
built in 1810, prior to railroad days, to
accommodate travelers on the Cheshire
Turnpike. The Dinsmore, was previously
The Wentworth House which was
originally built (circa 1791) as Crafts
Tavern when Walpole became a major
center for stage travelers.

(when it was known as The Walpole
Bridge Hotel) until it was torn down when
the railroad was built in 1849. While not
specifically for tourists, there was a hotel
at the Cold River Stock Yards (in the area
where Aubuchon Hardware is located)
billed as “one of the most pleasant and
comfortable hotels on the line; and stock
men will find every provision made for
their comfort.” Also located along the rail
line was the Connecticut River Hotel in
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residences by wealthier families escaping
the heat and disease-ridden cities of
Boston and New York. Some of those
families had roots to earlier settlers in
town. Walpole’s population swelled
with those summer residents and their
friends during the summer months. And
those summer months were packed
with theatricals, dances, socials, and a
wonderful life that we still cherish.

WRAP
Busy Bees
It’s a great way to describe the
volunteers at the Walpole Recycling
Center. Have you ever observed the
activity around a bee hive? Have you
noticed just how busy it is? There’s a
constant buzz of activity throughout the
day. Every bee does its job, helping to
keep things moving smoothly, leaving
no task undone.
Now, have you observed the activity
at the Recycling Center? Have you
noticed the constant activity of people
bringing their recyclables, placing
them in the bins for the volunteers to
sort? The “worker bees” (volunteers) are
busy sorting, bagging and counting
recyclable materials getting them ready
for compacting and shipping. They are
busy assisting people in a variety of ways
– from helping with heavy items to be
weighed, which bins to place recyclables
in, and answering any questions. The
“worker bees” come and go for their
two hour shifts, each doing their part to
keep the “hive” running smoothly and
efficiently. Without all the help from the
“worker bees”, the Recycling Center would
not function as effortlessly as it does.
Just imagine if Walpole did not have the
community spirit and volunteers to keep
their town beautiful and to do their part
to reduce putting waste in the earth.
Won’t you consider becoming one
the “worker bees” and volunteer at the
Recycling Center “hive”. It’s a great place
to work and to help your community.
Stop by the Recycling Center to check
out the volunteer opportunities any
Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday from 8 am
to 4 pm. You’ll be greeted by some busy,
but happy, bees! 		
– Susan Perry

Becky Pearson, Jim Skofield & Jim Baucom
Tom Durnford

Walpole Players
George Washington Slept Here
More than three hundred audience
members were humorously entertained
while attending the Walpole Players’
production of George Washington Slept
Here during Old Home Days. They also
helped the Players’ celebrate their 30th
anniversary.
Founded during Old Home Days 1987,
the Players first production was also
George Washington Slept Here. The 1987
program of that first production stated,
“Welcome to the first and hopefully not
the last annual production by the Walpole
Theatre.” During his introduction prior to
each performance, founding member
Bill Perron reminded the audience they
only had themselves to blame for the

Sharon Millerd
ensuring thirty years thanks to the
appreciation they have shown over the
years for the performances.
Thirty years ago the stage area of
the Town Hall was unused and in
disarray, much in need of maintenance
and restoration. Since its beginning, a
primary goal of the Players, in addition to
providing top-notch performances, has
been to improve and maintain not only
the stage space, and to assist the town
with overall painting and roof repairs
through their contributions. It is with
confidence that the Players will be here
for decades to come. The next time you
can join the Players will be December 16
at Christmas on Air benefiting the local
food shelves, and then March 17, 2018,
for Cabin Fever Radio Follies.
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– Ray Boas

White Water Rafting
From Friday, June 2nd, through
Saturday, June 3rd, the Walpole
Elementary School 8th graders, along
with various staff members and
parents, travelled to Caratunk, Maine
for their annual White Water Rafting
trip on the Kennebec River hosted by
AdventureBound.
Nearly sixty people from Walpole
School’s group converged on the sixhour trek from Walpole to Caratunk on
Friday morning. During the bus ride,
everyone remained entertained by
cinematic classics and lively conversation
as the excitement of the trip buzzed
throughout.
On Friday evening into Friday night, the
group stayed active, playing basketball,
kickball, swimming, volleyball, and hide
and seek. Just after dinner, Walpole
got the opportunity to climb several
different indoor rock walls. The students
challenged themselves by trying some
of the more difficult walls several times,
each time making it closer to the top. The
night concluded with s’mores around a
campfire along with other students from
various schools around New England.
On
Saturday
morning,
after
instructions and gearing up into mildly
comfortable wetsuits, helmets, and life
vests, everyone embarked to the launchoff spot for rafting. Guides led the groups
of students, parents, and staff through
multiple rapids, including Magic Falls,
Swimmer’s Rapids, and the Z-Rapids. The
highest level of rapids was a level four,
which challenged the groups to work
together to make it through them.
The afternoon provided incredibly
exciting moments, including rafts
powering through waves and even Mr.
Jacobs tumbling over his groups’ raft
into the chilly water. Luckily, he was
alright, and good-natured, as he joked
that the spill was refreshing, although he
would not ever like to do it again. By the
conclusion of the excursion, everyone
was soaked, tired, and content.
The weekend cemented a number
of memories for Walpole’s latest eighth
grade graduating class that will linger
for longer than the chill of the Kennebec
River Water.		
– Jake Gagnon

Baseball and Softball
The Walpole Elementary School
Baseball and Softball teams completed
their solid 2017 campaigns on the first
week of June. Although there is no final
championship tournament or game,
both of the squads would have been
within the top tier of teams within their
leagues.
The softball team was not only inspired
by eighth grade captains Kaylee Lintner
and Erin Brady, but by all of the eighth
graders on the team, including Grace
Beliveau, Sydney French, Abbi Joslyn,
and Chelsie Loves. The Softball team, led
by Coach Cassarino, was anchored by
terrific pitching performances from Brady,
Joslyn, Loves, Beliveau, and seventhgrader Leah Brush. Each game, it seemed,
there were numerous contributions from
players from all grades, including timely
hits and incredible plays in the field from
seventh-graders Veronica Herrick, Amelia
Sethi, Bella Smith, and Maddy Wilson.
Classmate Olivia Smith, known for her
Babe Ruth-like batting style, was the only
player to stop a ball with her helmet while
stealing third base. The sixth graders, as
well, made an immediate impact for the
Chicks. Sixth-graders McKenzie French
and Hannah Wheeler-Braley helped
the team every chance they had. The
softball team completed their season
with a record of 11-3, including a 219 victory over Vilas Middle School to
finish the season, highlighted by Brady’s
grand slam and Brush’s and Beliveau’s
shutdown pitching performance.
Coach LeBail cited the baseball squad’s
overall team effort as the reason for
their tremendous success this season.
Walpole was supported by their eighth
grade leaders, such as Alex Flynn, Tyler
Swain, Nick Peltier, Lucas Roy, and Trent
Page. They notched a number of both
dominant and competitive victories in
2017. The baseball squad has a number
of terrific sixth and seventh grader
players who will carry the team next
year. The boys finished with a record of
14-2-1 for the season.
– Jake Gagnon
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Walpole Earns Gold
At Great East Music Festival
The Walpole Elementary School band,
along with the Charlestown band,
competed in the Great East Music Festival
on May 15.
They went and played two pieces for
the judges and all of those in attendance.
The student bands were judged on how
well the played by a panel of judges
while going against other bands.
Together, our bands placed first out
of the entire competition. We were all so
proud. The band teacher, Mr. Meagher,
was very impressed and proud of how
they did in the festival and couldn’t have
wished for more.
Following the presentation of the Gold
Medal Performance plaque, the band
members were all really happy and had
a great time playing with and getting
to know the members of the other
attending bands a little bit more.
As a treat afterwards, the band was
able to go to Six Flags and enjoy that
pleasure. The entire community is proud
of their effort, including all of the practice
time that they spent to get so good and
how they were able to showcase that
hard work at the festival.
– Maddy Manning
		
The editors of the Clarion
want to express our gratitude
to the WES Newspaper Club
for their contributions
to our newsletter
during the 2016-2017 school year.
Jake Bradley
Charlotte Briggs
Grace Conety
Kaitlin Faulkner
Enrique Ingram
Maddy Manning
Kaylee Lintner
Mary Ronning
Lillia Wilson
Maddy Wilson
To the graduating 8th graders,
thank you for your work
over the past two years;
to our returning contributors,
we look forward to more
of your words come September.

Annual Chili Cookoff
On Saturday, June 10, I decided to
attend the second annual Student
Council Chili Cook-off. I had been
there the previous year, and I believe
that in its 2nd year, it has improved
since the first. For the first hour of the
event, I volunteered at the Walpole
School Student Council’s chili table,
which was a great experience. I got
to meet people from the community
that I never would have been able to
see and talk to on a normal day and,
of course, the chili was delicious. I was
able to watch as multiple teachers
from Walpole Elementary School
entered the murky waters of the dunk
tank in an effort to goad students into
paying for the chance to dunk them. All
teachers were soaked by the time their
sessions were concluded. All throughout
the afternoon, the teacher band, the
Edukators, played a number of classic
rock tunes that thrilled the audiences.
Around 1:00, after my shift at the table
ended, the real fun of the event began
for me.
For the last hour of the event, I got
to enjoy all of of the delicious chili and
pulled pork samples from the competing
tables. The food was made by local
businesses and families. For a small
donation, you got a spoon, a pencil, and
a piece of paper to write down what
chili and pulled pork you liked the best,
which was put in a ballot. In total, there
were twelve vendors giving out chili, and
6 giving out pulled pork. Walking around
the Walpole Green on a beautiful day,
eating delicious food was an amazing
time (and the Kona Ice truck giving out
snow cones didn’t hurt either).
“I think that the chili cook-off this year
was fun, even though that sounds simple,
it wraps it up nicely. We gathered as a
community and participated in trying
new things; different pulled porks and
chilis. Mr. Lebail did an amazing job to
organize it, and it was just as good as last
year, and no one can wait until next year!”
said Anya Bierweiler-Franks, a seventh
grade student at Walpole Elementary
School who attended the event. If you
could not make it to this year’s Chili
Cook Off, I would highly recommend
attending next June. All of the profits
made from the event go to the Walpole
School Student Council, so you get to eat
delicious food for a great cause!
			

Salamander Crossing

Top: The Class of 2017; below,
Principal Jacobs and graduates
applaud the parents of 2017…

– Jake Bradley
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Warm spring mist: what is it good for?
Bringing flowers, making mud puddles
for children to jump in, and starting your
youthful garden. Yet the real action is at
night.
Salamanders spend 95% of their lives
in the ground and, for a fraction of the
time, crossing the road to breed. During
this time a group called Salamander
Crossing Brigade go out on many roads
such as Glebe Road in Westmorland to
ensure salamander safety.
This program has been around since
2007. Members of this organization prowl
the roads, searching for amphibians.
While salamanders are cute and all, the
organization also helps in saving frogs
and toads--nearly 3,000 toads and frogs
combined. On May 17, 20, and 25, I
personally went to record the different
animals I saw. In total, myself and all the
other volunteers were able to save 751
live amphibians while also collecting
175 dead amphibians. Of 40 major roads
throughout the New England region,
Salamander Crossing Brigade saved
3,707 amphibians. I’m proud to say
that I helped with a least 175 of those
amphibians.
This is also a reminder to drivers not
to hit the little guys. In the beginning of
summer, turtles are up and moving so be
warned not to hit them. So next year go
out and meet the leader, Brett, at Keene
State College when you are ready to help
these wonderful animals.
– Enrique Ingram
		

Dock Dog

OHD events continued
Sunday morning with
a Golf Tournament
at Hooper GC
to benefit the Village School.h

According to Wikipedia, Dock Jumping,
or Dock Dog, also known as dock diving
is a dog sport in which dogs compete in
jumping for distance or height from a dock
into a body of water.
Team Sarah from Walpole, competed in
the Woofstock Dock Dog event Saturday,
June 3, in Chestertown NY. Sarah was
handled by Ava Conley 9 of Walpole,
jumping 19ft 1 inch, and winning 1st
Place in her wave for senior, as well as 1st
Place for junior handler. On Sunday, June
4, Team Sarah, handled by Jesse Conley
of Walpole, took 1st Place in finals for
semi pro with a jump of 22 feet 1 inch.
Team Sarah is typically handled by Jesse
Conley, but both Zachary Conley (11)
and Ava Conley (9) handle Sarah in junior
handler competitions.
Sarah is a 3 year old Chocolate Lab that
came from the Mitchell family in Walpole.
Team Sarah competes throughout the
summer months up and down the east
coast at Dock Dog events. They will be
competing at the Hopkinton Fair, Labor
Day weekend. 		
– Natalie Conley
Sara (with ribbons) with Jesse and
Ava Conley h

Photos Provided
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Hill Hoppers Golf
Hooper Hill Hoppers Snowmobile Club
held their first annual Golf Tournament
at the Hooper Golf Course on Saturday,
June 3. The Snowmobile Club maintains
all snowmobile trails in Walpole which
are also used by cross country skiers,
horseback riders, biking enthusiasts and
hikers. Money the club raises goes back
into trail trimming, bridge repair and
winter grooming.
The Hooper Hill Hoppers would like
to thank the Hooper Golf Course for
allowing us to host the event, as well as
the 64 golfers who participated. It was a
great community event with delicious
food provided by Scotty’s Good Food,
Tom’s Provisions and Joanie Joan’s Baked
Goods. A special thanks to our corporate
sponsors and raffle prize donors that
made this event possible. Our sponsors
included: Durand Toyota • Westover
Chimney Service • Cold River Materials •
Kelly Lawncare • Tole’s Automotive • GC
Builders • Graves Trucking • Matt Beam
Plumbing and Heating • Granite Group
• Aubuchon Hardware • JP Plumbing
and Heating • Cheshire County Electric
• Connecticut Valley Yardworks • Tip
Top Landscaping • Bowman Dental •
LaValley Building Supply • Walpole Valley
Tire • Servpro • Steve’s Equipment • Troy
Power Sports • Smart Power Sports •
UNFI • Albert’s Organics • J&H Hardware
• Walpole Tavern • Galloway Real Estate
• JCT Excavating • Diamond Pizza •
Pinnacleview Equipment • Walpole
Village Salon • Jiffy Mart • E. E. Houghton •
Walpole Mountain Bike Club • The Village
Blooms • Ted’s Shoe and Sport • Bellows
Walpole Inn.		
– Katie Beam

CRVBL Baseball
Walpole Maples
The month of June had some ups and
downs for the Maples. After going 3-0
to start the season we went 2-2 in June.
We started month with a win against
the Connecticut River Ironmen. We sent
Steve Corey to the mound, who went
the distance allowing no runs, while we
pushed 7 runs across in the late innings
for a 7-0 win. In our next game we took
on Summit in a rematch of last years
championship game. It turned out to be
a pitchers duel. We started Steve again
and once again he threw a complete
game, allowing just one run, but we
weren’t able to score any runs and we
suffered our first loss, 1-0. Next came a
game against Putney, which we lost, 7-2.
We then got back on the winning side
of things with a win against Brattleboro.
That brought our record to 5-2 on the
season.
The remainder of our schedule for
July through the playoffs: We start off
on Saturday, July 1. This will be a great
day for Walpole fans as the two Walpole
teams go head-to-head in a doubleheader. The first game starts at 3pm. On
July 8 we will be taking on Putney at 7pm
at Hubbard Park. We wrap up the regular
season with two road games. The first one
on Sunday, July 16, against Claremont at
11am at Barnes park. The final game is on
Sunday, July 23, against Summit at 11am
at Monadnock High School.
The playoffs get started the following
weekend with the first round on either
Friday, July 28, or Saturday, July 29. The
semi-finals will be on Sunday, July 30,
at Hubbard Park, with the first game
starting at 12 noon and the second game
starting at 3pm. The championship game
will be the following Sunday, August 6,
at Hubbard Park at 1pm.
– Mark McGill
The Maples are in second place (Summit
and Putney are tied for first); The Walpole
Wild Blue are in fourth with a 3-5 record
heading into the last month of the season.
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Legislator
Contact Information:
Senator Molly Kelly

107 N. Main St.
Room 120
Concord NH 03301
(603) 271-2166
molly.kelly@leg.state.nh.us
www.mollykelly.com

Representative Paul Berch

956 River Road
Westmoreland, NH 03467-4408
(603)399-4960
pberch@myfairpoint.net

Representative Mike Abbott
Tower Hill Road
Hinsdale, NH 03451
(603)336-7090
amsabb@hotmail.com

Representative Cathy Harvey

PO Box 414
Spofford, NH 03462-0414
(603)363-4424
Cathryn.Harvey@leg.state.nh.us

Representative Lucy Weber
217 Old Keene Road
Walpole NH 03608
lwmcv@comcast.net

U.S. Representative
Ann McLane Kuster: 226-1002
U.S. Senators
Margaret Hassan: 202-224-3121;
Direct Line: 202-224-3324
Jeanne Shaheen: 202-224-3121;
Direct Line: 202-224-2841

Fourth of July
Met up with my friend, Elwud, as he
was holding court with some friends. I
could tell that he was telling one of his
stories.
“Whatcha up to?” I asked. “Well sir, just
relatin’ a Fourth of July tale from when I
was a boy”, he says.
“You remember me tellin’ ya about
growin’ up on the farm up thar in Chesta,
next to my cousins, Gerald and Gerald,
dontcha?” I sat down on a near-by stump,
knowing we were in for a long story.
“Well, sir, there was ta be some doin’s
up in Chesta town and I wanted to go, but
being only nine years old and thar bein’
hay ta get in the next mornin’ my pa said
no. Well my cousins, Gerald and Gerald
said they got hold of some fireworks and
they was gonna set them off and I asked
if’n I could go watch, and again my pa
said no. Well sir, even though they was
older than me, when their ma found out
they had some fireworks, she took them
away. ‘Course they blamed it on me.”
Mousey Mackey cut in here and said,
“How come both your cousins is named
Gerald?”
“Well sir, my Aunt said it was easier
havin’ ‘em named the same and that way
she only had ta yell onct and both of them
came. Also there was no argument of
who was ta blame when somethin’ went
wrong ‘cause it was sure ta be Gerald!
Anyway, the boys were old enough to
have guns which they used for huntin’,
along with lots of ammo. They had read
in a magazine that they could make an
explosive by draining the gun powder
out of the bullets. So they let me know
they was gonna make a gun powder

bomb and blow up our neighbor’s
outhouse. Yes, this was way back in the
day where out in the country we still had
a little house out away from the main
house where we did certain business.
Well sir, I knew my pa sure wouldn’t
let me watch this action, so I didn’t ask.
But around nine o’clock I snuck out my
bedroom window and met up with
Gerald and Gerald and walked to Mr.
Brown’s farm to watch the action. Well
the boys snuck up to the outhouse and
laid a big pile of gun powder in a hole
about in the middle of the building and
then spread a line back to the tree line
and got ready to light it up. Well, all was

going well and they struck the match,
and when the flame got about half way
to the building we saw Mr. Brown enter
the building for his nightly constitution.
He must have gotten comfortable, then
the night sky lit up and the outhouse with
Mr. Brown inside lifted about five feet
off the ground. We beat a hasty retreat
toward home and were met about half
way by both our parents coming to see
what had blown up and assist anyone
who was hurt.
Fortunately the only thing that was
hurt was Mr. Brown’s dignity and the seat
of our britches, after respective trips to
the woodshed.
We were also charged with cleaning
up the area around Mr. Brown’s farm and
rebuilding him a new outhouse. It was a
Fourth of July I will never forget. I wish I
could say I never did anything like that
again. I wish I could, but I cannot!”
Happy Fourth of July and be safe.

Wed

Nicole L. Perry & Tyler A. Wilson
were married in Walpole, on May 20.
The bride is the daughter
of Bernard & Susan Perry of Walpole.
The groom is the son
of Allen & Joanne Wilson
of Alma, Michigan
and Barbara & Paul Almstrom
of Goshen, NH.
The couple will reside in Newport, NH.

50th Anniversay

Bill & Dutchie Perron
June 17, 1967 to June 17, 2017

Passed

Dianne Hicks
September 25, 1944 - May 21, 2017
Sharlene Beaudry
June 7, 1963 - May 30, 2017
Michael C. Aldrich
March 29, 1941 - May 26, 2017
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Continued from Page 1: Winners

Planted Pots:
Best individual, Judy Bosies; Best
Business Entry: Joanie Joans Bakery; Best
Organization Entry, Walpole Grange;
Overall Best Entry: Tom’s Provisions, Tom
Murray.
Cookie Competition
First Place $40 Cash Prize Winner:
Tabitha Phillips Chocolate Coconut
Squares
Second Place $25 Cash Prize Winner:
Elena Boylan Vanishing Oatmeal Cookies
Third Place $10 Cash Prize Winner:
Dawn Piccirillo Coconut Thumbprint
Salted Caramel Cookies
Best Visually Attractive: 1st Place
- Mariah Kranowski Melt-in-Your-Mouth
‘Donut’ Shortbread Cookies
2nd Place: Jaina Read Chocolate Dipped
Red Velvet Short Bread Cookies
Best Original Recipe: 1st Place Sharon Miller Double Chocolate Cookies
with Burdick’s Chocolate Chips
2nd Place: Hannah Kranowski White
Chocolate Dipped Ginger Molasses
Cookies
Best Vegan: 1st Place - Clara Miller
Vegan Chocolate Caramel
2nd Place - Mariah Kranowski Melt-inYour-Mouth ‘Donut’ Shortbread Cookies

Best Youth Under 18: 1st Place - Elena
Boylan Vanishing Oatmeal Cookies
2nd Place - Viviana Steinburg Grandma
Zerra’s Peanut Butter Squares
Best Native Walpolean: 1st Place
- Tabitha Phillips Chocolate Coconut
Squares
2nd Place - Elena Boylan Vanishing
Oatmeal Cookies
Best Gluten Free: 1st Place - Clara
Miller Vegan Chocolate Caramel
Oldest Recipe: 1st Place - Judy
Lundahl Great Grandmother Mary’s Never
Ending Ginger Cookies (140+ years)
2nd Place - Elena Boylan Vanishing
Oatmeal Cookies (100+ years)
Best Old Family Recipe: 1st Place
- Tabitha Phillips Chocolate Coconut
Squares
2nd Place - Elena Boylan Vanishing
Oatmeal Cookies
Early bird entry raffle winner for a
$15 Burdick’s Chocolate Gift Certificate:
Augusta Smith
Prizes can be picked up by appointment
from Virginia Carter on Barnett Hill Rd.,
Walpole, or at Walpole Mountain View
Winery on Saturdays and Sundays from
12noon to 5pm, or can be mailed upon
request. –Cindy Westover & Virginia Carter
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Publisher’s Corner
It is early morning after a successful
Old Home Days weekend, and we are
finishing up the July Clarion to head
to the printer in a few hours. My
friends know I always say “timing is
everything.” And the way the timing
worked we are able to include Old
Home Day award listings and pictures
right after they happened.
The last thing I write for each issue
is this “corner”, once I make my third
review to ensure all ads and articles
are included in the last draft. I think
you will agree that, for a community
of about 3,800, a great deal is going
on, and a wide range of services
are available. Take a close look – we
have many new advertisers are in
this issue, and they look forward to
assisting you.
Enjoy your summer, and stay safe.
– Ray Boas, Publisher
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In front of the Primary School where they began,
WES 2017 graduates complete their Elementary
School journey. See page 19.

