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Ruggiero Garbage Back?
David W. Ruoff, Presiding Justice at
Cheshire Superior Court in Keene, on
July 20, 2017, vacated Walpole Planning
Board’s December 8, 2015, vote to deny
the Ruggiero Processing Facility, LLC,
site plan for expanded use to process
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) at its facility
in the industrial park at the southern
end of Walpole. On August 3, 2017, the
Town of Walpole applied to the court for
reconsideration. At the September 12
meeting of the Planning Board, Chair Jeff
Miller stated he is “concerned about the
state overriding local decisions.”
This began October 2010 when
Ruggiero applied to the Planning Board
for site plan approval to construct and
operate a Collection, Storage, and
Transfer Facility (CST) for construction
materials in the industrial district that
borders Westmoreland. That December,
Walpole’s Zoning Board (ZBA) granted
a special exception to Ruggiero to
operate a “Commercial Construction and
Demolition Debris Recycling Facility.
That approval came with conditions, one
of which required Ruggiero to return to
the ZBA before making any changes to
the original intent with its plans (this was
not done). In February 2012, the State’s
Department of Environmental Services
(DES) granted Ruggiero the necessary
permits.

Hooper Golf Course was wreathed
in fog at the start of the 2017
Hooper Open – celebrating the 90th
Anniversary of the course.

Continued on Page 3

Be Safe… Be Seen… On Halloween!
The Walpole Police are asking all
parents to play it safe. Keep your child
warm and visible this Halloween! To
assist with this safety, the Department
will be handing out reflective mylar trickor-treat bags (with an added surprise in
the bag!) to the first 200 children ages
4 to 10. We invite you to bring your
child (children) from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm

on Saturday, October 28, to one of the
following locations:
Walpole Police Department, 4 Russell
Street, in North Walpole
Walpole Fire Department, 268 Main
Street in Walpole.
Happy Halloween!
			

– Janet Clough

No Motor Vehicle
Registrations
can be processed by the
Walpole Town Clerk’s Office
Friday Oct 6 through
Tuesday Oct 10.
The NH DMV
will be implementing a
new driver licensing system,
shutting services.

Drug Take Back Day
On Saturday, October 28, from 10 am to
2 pm, the Walpole Police Department and
the Drug Enforcement Administration
will give the public its 14th opportunity
in 7 years to prevent pill abuse and theft
by ridding their homes of potentially
dangerous expired, unused, and
unwanted prescription drugs. Bring your
pills for disposal to the Walpole Police
Department, 4 Russell Road, in North
Walpole, or to the Walpole Fire Station at
278 Main Street, Walpole. We are unable
to accept liquids or needles. Only pills
or patches will be accepted. The service
is free and anonymous, no questions
asked.
Last April, Americans turned in 450
tons (900,000 pounds) of prescription
drugs at almost 5,500 sites operated by
the DEA, and more than 4,200 of its state
and local law enforcement partners.
Overall, in its 13 previous Take Back
events, DEA and its partners have taken
in over 8.1 million pounds—more than
4,050 tons—of pills.
This initiative addresses a vital public
safety and public health issue. Medicines
that languish in home cabinets are highly
susceptible to misuse, and abuse. Rates
of prescription drug abuse in the U.S.
are alarmingly high, as are the number
of accidental poisonings and overdoses
due to these drugs. Studies show that
a majority of abused prescription drugs
are obtained from family and friends,
including from the home medicine
cabinet. In addition, Americans are now
advised that their usual methods for
disposing of unused medicines—flushing
them down the toilet or throwing them
in the trash—both pose potential safety
and health hazards.
For more information about the
disposal of prescription drugs or about
the October 28 Take Back Day event, go
to the DEA Diversion website, or reach
out to the Walpole Police Department
at 445-2058, or email the Department at
walpolepd@walpolenh.us.
			

– Janet Clough

Harvest Dinner
The Grange Harvest Dinner will be
held Saturday, October 7, at the First
Congregational Church in Walpole.
Proceeds to benefit FMRHS Junior ROTC
and Walpole Community Grange #125.
Please plan to join us in celebration of a
bountiful harvest!
– Cherie Watson
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Police Benevolent Association, Inc
About ten years ago, the Walpole
Police Benevolent Association, Inc.
(WPBA) was established as a non-profit
with the goal of developing camaraderie
within the department to work within
the community providing assistance
where needed.
I learned of the association following
a newscast I heard. On the other side
of the state, an anonymous donor
purchased special protective masks for
the local police force. The masks are
to provide protection during vehicle
stops. Unfortunately, there have been
instances of drug offenders throwing
lethal substances at officers. Contacting
Walpole’s Selectboard, I asked how
Walpole’s citizens could do something
similar, and learned that the WPBA would
be the vehicle for donations.
Recently a Walpole citizen did just that,
and provided funds for the procurement
of computers for installation in the Police
Department’s cruisers. Since the WPBA is
a non-profit organization, that donation
is fully tax-deductible. The mounting
equipment was purchased by the
department, utilizing the revolving fund
that is funded by fines paid for violation
of Town Ordinances. No tax dollars were
involved.
Lieutenant Justin Sanctuary, President
of the WPBA, recently told the Clarion,
“The Association plans to do more
community outreach, not only education
of what we do, but provide funds to
area charities.” Your tax-deductible
contribution to the Walpole Police
Benevolent Association, a certified nonprofit corporation by the NH Department
of Justice, Charitable Trust Unit, will help.
If you wish your donation be earmarked
for a specific need or program, please
note that with your check. Donations
may be mailed to: 4 Russell Road, North
Walpole, NH 03609.
– Ray Boas

FMEEA
Autumn Social & Auction
Save the date! As summer transitions
to fall, we invite you for a night of
socializing and fundraising on Saturday,
November 18, while enjoying delicious
hors d’oeuvres and tasty treats from
around the Fall Mountain District. This
year, our classic dinner auction at the
Walpole Town Hall is getting an upgrade.
Instead of a sit-down dinner with a live
auction, we will be offering small plates
of seasonal eats during an evening-long
silent auction with exciting big-ticket
items being auctioned off alt the end of
the evening.		
– Pat Royce

Continued from Page 1: Ruggiero

Ruggiero went directly to the DES
in June 2014 with a “Modification
Application” to be allowed to process
MSW at its Walpole facility. Walpole
learned of the Modification Application
when it received notice of the upcoming
hearing. The DES delayed its decision
until Ruggiero provided proof of
compliance with the Town’s regulations.
A new site plan was submitted to the
Planning Board July 21, 2015. Public
hearings followed, with Ruggiero’s
position that the Town regulations were
preempted by State law. Ultimately, the
Planning Board felt it should not approve
a site plan without the Zoning Board’s
approval for the handling of MSW.
In his ruling, Justice Ruoff writes:
“Because the Court finds that 1) the
Planning Board’s decision [of December
2015] was unlawful and unreasonable;
and 2) that Ruggiero was required to
obtain approval from the ZBA for its
proposed expansion, it vacates and
remands the Planning Board’s decision.
Since this decision has been appealed by
the Town of Walpole, this judgement is
not yet final.		
– Ray Boas

Grant Received
Friends of the Library
The Friends of the Walpole Town
Library are very pleased to announce
the receipt of a New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation grant of $1,500.
This generous support of the Walpole
Town Library is provided by the Ira S.
and Gertrude S. Hubbard Memorial
Fund of the New Hampshire Charitable
Foundation.
Established in 1962, the New Hampshire
Charitable Foundation is driven by a
vision for a stronger, more just, and
resilient Granite State. In pursuit of this
vision, the Foundation invests charitable
assets for today and tomorrow; connects
donors to effective organizations, ideas
and people; and leads and collaborates
on important public issues. Annually, the
Foundation awards
nearly 5,000 grants
and
scholarships
totaling $30 million.
For more information,
please visit www.
nhcf.org or call 2256641. – Jana Sellarole
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Friends of the Library
Book Sale: October 27 -29
Just some last minute details about
our upcoming Book Sale:
- The deadline for donating books
for the sale is Thursday, October 12.
Book donations are accepted every
Wednesday (9-10 am) and Thursday (3-4
pm) at the former RN Johnson facility.
- Would you like to sponsor a table at
the Book Sale? Your $10/table donation
would help to offset the cost of table
rental, and help increase the sale’s profit.
Contact Cheryl Hoffman (756-4066) for
more information. Thank you so much
for considering this!
Thank you for all your support of
this annual fundraiser to support our
wonderful local library! – Jana Sellarole

The hum of crickets quiets during
the month of October signaling yet
another shift in the seasons. Where have
they gone? How do insects survive the
coming cold of winter? The answers are
as varied as the many species of insects
we find here.
Between the lack of food and frigid
temperatures, many adult insects die.
This is true of the grasshoppers and
crickets. They have passed along their
genes to the many eggs they have
pumped underground. Pick up a log or
board on the ground to look for a female
cricket. She has almost an inch long
ovipositor emerging from the end of her
abdomen.
Eastern tent caterpillar adult moths lay
a ring of eggs near the forks of branches
of cherry trees. This circlet of eggs
hatches in the spring. The caterpillars
spin a protective “tent” in the tree crotch
from which they emerge to feed on
the new foliage of the trees. The fall
webworm moth lays her eggs near the
tips of tree branches. When the eggs
hatch the following season caterpillars
create the large webs encasing the ends
of hardwood tree branches that are so
visible this time of year. The black billed
cuckoo is one of the few birds that has
a taste for hairy caterpillars such as
the tussock moths, so prevalent this
summer.
Many insects survive the winter in the
larval stage. The woolly bear caterpillar is

the larval stage of the Isabella moth. They
creep across the countryside feeding on
fall asters, clover and other plants before
finding a sheltered spot to withstand the
rigors of winter. Some species of beetles
will find respite under tree bark. They
continue to gnaw their haphazard trails
through the phloem layer just beneath
the tree bark. Those that do not become
food for woodpeckers will complete their
life cycle in the spring.
Many water insects survive one or more
winters as nymphs on pond bottoms
where the food chain continues despite
the frozen world above. Dragonfly
nymphs patrol the mucky bottom in
search of prey throughout the winter.
They emerge in the spring to become
airborne. Perhaps you have found their
exoskeletons gripping docks or plant
stems near the water’s edge?
Many butterflies and moths survive
the winter at the third stage of their
development, either a chrysalis or

cocoon. In other insects this stage
is called a pupa. You may find some
of these fascinating “packets” in tree
crevices or attached to your home. They
are usually well camouflaged. They have
to be, as their immobility makes them a
choice meal for scouring birds such as
nuthatches. However, moths use their
body hairs and silk to make a prickly
cocoon that may not be as appetizing to
some potential predators.
Some adult insects attempt to
overwinter in the adult stage. Soil insects
such as ants and ground beetles can be
successful because of the protective
environment they inhabit. Bumblebee
queens will seek out burrows or tunnels
made by soil critters. The mourning cloak
butterfly is very unusual as it survives as
an adult by hiding under the loose bark
of dead trees or other cavities it can find.
They are the first to emerge in the spring,
sometimes as early as mid-March.
A few adult insects stay active through
the winter. On warmer, sunny days
you may see stoneflies flitting near
flowing water. Snow fleas eat the plant
detritus on the forest floor. They seem
to appear from nowhere when snow is
on the ground. The white background
highlights their pepper flake sized forms.
We all know about the ladybugs and
squash bugs that chose our warm homes
to overwinter! Insect galls are one more
fascinating story, one I will tell another
time. And it’s all happening right here in
Walpole.

Back by Request!

Vacancy

Town Of Walpole
Conservation Commision
Recording Secretary
The Conservation Commission of the Town of Walpole is seeking
a Recording Secretary. This position has a variety of duties,
including but not limited to:
• Attending all Conservation Commission meetings held at the
Town Hall on the first Monday of each month at 7:30 pm
• Taking minutes at all scheduled meetings
• Typing and distribution of all minutes
• Sending public hearing notices as needed
Applicants may post, drop-off or e-mail a letter of interest
and resume to the Manager of Administration, Town of Walpole
Selectboard Office, 34 Elm Street, PO Box 729, Walpole, NH
03608.
Applications need to be received by 1:00 pm on Friday, October
13, 2017. For more information, call 756-3672.
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Preparing to Sell or Buy a home in the
near future? If you’ve ever wondered
what you can do to be ready to buy or
sell a home, then please come Saturday,
October 21, at the Walpole Town Library
from 9:30 to 11:30 am.
Robin Sanctuary, Associate Broker
from Galloway, has invited a local Gen
Building inspector to discuss what he
looks at and looks for when doing a
home inspection, and a local septic
inspector will explain what is involved
when a septic inspection is done. Robin
will give a brief explanation of why you
need a Realtor. All speakers will be open
to answering questions. This is FREE to all
who sign up. Space is limited, so sign up
early! To sign up, or if you have questions,
stop by Galloway Real Estate offices, or
email robin@gallowayservices.com or
call 756-3661.
– Robin Sanctuary

Mechanical Madness
Walpole is the newest home to a FIRST
Robotics club! FIRST is a national program
that creates an environment filled with
competition, learning, and sharing. The
new team, Mechanical Madness, is run
through the Cheshire County 4-H. 4-H is
known to promote learning and STEM,
so partnering with them was a perfect
fit. Paul and Evelyn Beliveau have taken
on the role of head mentors and could
not be more excited to help the team
reach their goals.
Our team is a diverse group of students
between eighth and twelfth grade, but
we are always looking for more people
to join our crew. FIRST is a program
that has something for everyone, from
future engineers, coders, teachers, and
everything in between. We are also
looking for adults who are interested in
volunteering as mentors.
We need to raise $6,000 to be officially
recognized as a FIRST Robotics team. This
$6,000 goes to purchase our kit of parts,
which includes a joystick, computer, the
basic chassis, wires, and other pieces
that will make it possible for us to build a
basic robot and will allow us to register in
our first two competitions. We have been
reaching out to the community in the
hopes of getting funding. So far we have
been met with open arms and we could
not be more pleased! This being said, we
have not yet reached our goal and could
use your help. Please consider making
a donation, no matter how small to our
club. All donations are tax deductible
and we will be happy to provide our tax
ID number. Checks can be made out to
Cheshire County 4-H with a mention of
Mechanical Madness and mailed to Paul
or Evelyn Beliveau at 966 County Rd.,
Walpole. Please call 209-6101 with any
questions. We are also accepting nonmonetary donations that our team could
use (tools, supplies, etc) or gift cards that
we could raffle off to raise money.
We are so excited to bring this new
team to Walpole, and can’t wait to share
our journey with all of you.
Please visit and like our Facebook page
- Mechanical Madness Robotics
		

– Amber Beliveau

The Walpole Historical Society
Will have a table again at the book sale on Saturday October 28.
October calendar for the Historical Society Museum:
Saturdays, October 7 & 14, open noon to 4 pm
WHS gift shop at the book sale Saturday, October 28, 9am to 2pm
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Tag Sale
The Walpole Unitarian Church will
have a Tag Sale on Saturday, October
21 from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm on the lawn.
In case of rain it will be held at Hastings
House up the street. The proceeds will
go toward renovation of our beautiful
large windows.
The church is accepting donations of
quality used items such as furniture, small
appliances, housewares, china, glass,
ceramics, paintings or other art, clothing,
and tools. If interested in donating to
the sale, contact Joanna Andros at 7563560 to make arrangements to drop off
your items. Hastings House will be open
from 4:00 to 8:00 pm on Friday, October
20 to accept donations. If you are unable
to transport your items, please call to
arrange a pick up in the week preceding
the sale, or earlier.
Those who have nothing to donate
to the sale may make a monetary
donation to the window renovation by
writing a check to the Walpole Unitarian
Church, specifying that it be used for the
windows. Thank you!
– Joanna Andros

Local History Resource
Monadnock Historical Societies Forum
Interested in local history and local
history events? Here is a resource for
you to follow. Jenna Carroll, Director
of Education for the Historical Society
of Cheshire County, recently created a
Facebook page for just that reason. The
goal of this new forum is to serve the
Monadnock Region, promoting local
history by sharing area events, programs
and preservation news. On this Facebook
page are notices from area historical
societies and other related happenings.
‘Like’ and ‘Follow’ the Monadnock
Historical Societies Forum Facebook
page, and learn what is occurring in
the area that you may want to take
advantage of.		
– Ray Boas

Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church
Interim Minister, Reverend Christine
Boardman
Service: Sunday, 10 am

All Saints Parish

Pastor, Reverend John Loughnane
Mass: Mon., 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am
St. Peter Church, North Walpole;
Tues. 8am, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 10:30am
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown
Confessions: Thurs., 4:30-5:20 pm,
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm, St. Peter

St. John’s Episcopal Church

Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw
Communion Service: Wednesday, Noon
Service: Sunday, 10 am

Walpole Bible Church

756-4837 • www.walpolebiblechurch.org
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

Walpole Unitarian Church

Call Antonia Andreoli, 756-9036, for info.
Service: Sunday 10 am
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Cook Book Challenge Group
Our next Pot Luck will be Tuesday,
October 24 at 6:30pm. Stop by the library
for a copy of our next cook book. New
members are always welcome and
returning members are encouraged
to bring a friend or two! A sign up
sheet will be available online at www.
walpoletownlibrary.org starting October 2.
Game On- Strategy Game Night
Join us at the library Tuesday nights at
5pm for strategy game night. Everyone
12 and older is invited. Learn and play
games such as Catan, Ticket to Ride, Last
Night on Earth and Evolution.
Movie Night- Hocus Pocus
October 26 at 6pm we’ll be showing
Disney’s Hocus Pocus at the library. Bring
a snack and join us for a great, familyfriendly, Halloween movie!
– Justine Fafara
			

Welcomes New Music Director
The First Congregational Church,
UCC, in Walpole is pleased to announce
our new Director of Music, Keane
Southard. Keane is a 2009 Summa Cum
Laude graduate of Baldwin-Wallace
College, and holds a Master of Music
in Composition from the University of
Colorado in Boulder. He was awarded a
Student Fulbright Grant to Brazil in 2012
- 2013.
Keane has experience with the
organ, piano, ensembles, choirs and
composition. His passion is composition.
He will direct our vocal choir and bell
choir as well as provide music for services.
He lives in Walpole with his wife, Diane.
– Chuck Shaw

			

Non-Fiction Book Group

The Walpole Unitarian Church will hold
its annual Harvest Food Sale on Saturday,
October 14 in front of the Walpole Post
Office from 9:00 to 11:15 am. There will
be a number of delicious homemade
foods, including both savory and sweet
items. There will also be dishes that can
be taken home for dinner or frozen to
reheat another day. Come and visit us!
			

The Walpole Seniors will hold their
next regular luncheon at 12:00 noon on
October 16, at the First Congregational
Church. Bring a friend and a dish to share.
We will look forward to having Richard
Hurlburt, Chief of Walpole Fire and
E.M.S., as our speaker. Bring a friend, we
guarantee a great luncheon of delicious
food and wonderful fellowship.
– Jan Martin
			

Kempter Concert

– Ron MacLachlan

Harvest Food Sale

– Wendy Harty

On Friday, October 27, from 4:00 to 6:00
and on Saturday, October 26 from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm, the Fall Rummage Sale
will be held at the 1st Congregational
Church on the Common in Walpole. Our
popular bag sale will start at 11:00 am
on Saturday. We will have a food sale on
Saturday with lots of delicious items for
sale.
We will gladly accept donations of
fall and winter clothing, as well as tag
sale items on Wednesday and Thursday,
October 25 and 26, from 9:00 am to 1:00
pm. We ask that all donations be clean
and in excellent condition. We will NOT
ACCEPT spring and summer clothing,
shoes, underwear, furniture, or anything
with a cord. No leftover yard sale items.
Please come and be a shopper. You will
surely be able to find something to take
home with you.
Call Linda Smith 756-4361 for more
information.		
– Chuck Shaw
pm,

Walpole Seniors

The Non-Fiction Book Group will
meet at the Bridge Memorial Library
Wednesday, October 4 at 6:30 pm
to discuss The Righteous Mind: Why
Good People Are Divided by Politics
and Religion by Jonathan David Haidt.
This work builds a case that humans
react almost completely on emotion
and rarely on reason. Jonathan Haidt
is an American social psychologist
and Professor of Ethical Leadership at
New York University’s Stern School of
Business. His academic specialization
is the psychology of morality and the
moral emotions. He was named one
of the “top global thinkers” by Foreign
Policy magazine, and one of the “top
world thinkers” by Prospect magazine.
		

Fall Rummage Sale

First Congregational

Library

Photo Provided

Keane Southard.

Walpole Business Notes

Yoga Class
Snow Frye will begin teaching a “bare
bones break down” yoga class beginning
Tuesday, October 3, at 5:30 pm at the
Walpole Wellness Center, 40 Main Street.
For $10 per session all equipment will be
supplied. Students are asked to arrive 15
minutes early for set up and warm ups
before class begins. For more information
call 756-2538.		
– Snow Frye
Your 100 word submission of “business
notes” is welcome for possible insertion.
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The Third Congregational Church of
Alstead and the First Congregational
Church of Walpole are sponsoring The
Kempter Family Gospel Band on October
22 at 6:00 pm at the Walpole Town Hall. The
Kempters are from Alabama, and play
throughout the South, Colorado, and
New Hampshire. There is no admission
for this concert, although a love offering
will be taken for them. You can become
more informed about the Kempters at
thekempters.com.
– Mike Delaney

Spooktacula
The Walpole Village School will be
transformed once again for the sixth
annual Spooktacula, October 28, from
11am to 3pm. Spooktacula has become a
tradition of Halloween fun. It’s the perfect
event, mixing spooktacular delight with
the backdrop of our beautiful village.
There will be all of the activities that
people have come to enjoy for the last
five years with a little Harry Potter twist,
plus a couple of new additions. There
will be face painting, cookie decorating,
storytelling, tractor rides, cupcake walks,
and storytelling by our favorite librarian,
Julie Rios. New attractions in the
entertainment room include: Blueberry
Designs T-shirt making, where you can
have a T-shirt made for you on the spot;
Emily from the Community Art Garden
in Chester, Vermont will be putting in
hair feathers and facilitating community
art activities; Usborne Books will again
be represented by our teacher, Melissa
Jeffrey; and entertainment this year we
will be provided by “Mike the Bubble
Man”, who brings magic and science to
the stage with his interactive 45-minute
indoor performance about bubbles.
There will be wagon rides through town
pulled by Chris Caserta, Tim Latham, and
Ryan Paul.

Photo Provided

Take in the October beauty of Walpole,
while choosing your favorite scarecrow,
created by the local students, neighbors,
and businesses. Food will be available.
See our Facebook page for more
information on admission and schedule
of events.
– Andrea Vickers-Sivret
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Santa’s Land
To Reopen In Putney
Classic Roadside Americana is almost a
thing of the past, but, thanks to the magic
of 39 year old professional magician
David Haversat from Oxford, Connecticut,
Santa’s Land in Putney, Vermont will
celebrate its 60th anniversary this year.
Earlier this year, I was thrilled to learn
the park, vacant and neglected for four
years, had a new owner. I located David
on-line. We emailed, talked on the
phone, and I was able to visit him at the
park on September 16 while he was hard
at work with his crews. The plan is to
open the park weekends November and
December 2017.
“Much of what we have done so far is
hidden from view,” David began during
my visit. “We found and repaired serious
structural issues, replaced all electrical
service, and made sewer repairs. Vandals
had broken out just about every window
and destroyed many of the props.” I
noticed Humpty Dumpty did have a great
fall perpetrated by vandals. David hopes
they can repair Humpty so generations
more of visitors can take their pictures
with him. David fondly remembers his
visits to the park as a child. He recently
turned around and saved a magic
equipment firm, and hopes to save
Santa’s Land, too.
In my past writings about Santa’s Land
I have learned area residents reminisce
about trips to the park in the 1960s, 70s
and 80s. The July 2013 post on my travel
blog, SHUNPIKING WITH RAY, gets many
hits a week. I update that page from time
to time with what I have learned about
the park. I did that upon my return from
the park on September 16, and then
posted on Facebook that the park was
going to be open again in November,
inviting people to visit my travel blog.
Overwhelmed with the response, in 48
hours my Facebook post was shared over
530 times, leading to over 4,800 Santa’s
Land views on my travel blog. People
love their memories of the park, and are
ready to share the news and visit again.
You may remember the train station
packed with memorabilia on display
documenting the park over the
years. Vandals helped themselves to
everything. Wouldn’t it be wonderful if
park lovers could see what Santa’s Land
souvenirs they might have hidden away?
I would be happy to be a collecting point
and get them to David so he can recreate
the displays. And, former elves, I bet he
would love to hear of your experiences
and maybe your offer of replaying the
role.			
– Ray Boas

Pardon the intrusion, but this
item speaks to me, although my
childhood visit was unplanned. It
may have been in the year Santa’s
Land opened, since I couldn’t have
been more than 10. My family
was on a New England vacation
– had been to the Cape and were
on our way to Canada via Lake
Champlain. Spent a night in
Hinsdale, had breakfast in a diner
next to the Latchis Theater in
Brattleboro, and headed north
on Route 5 (no interstates yet).
That took us past Santa’s Land,
which my folks pulled into out of
curiosity. We’d never heard of it.
To my 10-year-old’s eyes Christmas in July
was pretty special: the entrance, the elves,
live animals. Of course, the memories
faded… until 30-odd years later (after
settling in Walpole) we took our son there
and I experienced a major deja vu moment.
Though the memory was hazy, it seemed
very familiar – same entrance, same elves,
same persistent goats. Curious how life can
lead you back to unexpected places.

Photos: Ray Boas

New owner, David Haversat,
with Santas under repair.

NOTE!

Our Submission Dea
dline
is the 20th this mon
th!

– Jan Kobeski

Hey!
We’re
Six.
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River Theater Company
A Christmas Story: The Musical
Save the date! The River Theater
Company‘s elves, actors, dancers, singers
and production crew are busy preparing
their Christmas gift to the community:
A Christmas Story: The Musical, the
Broadway hit with music by Oscar and
Tony winning songwriters Benj Pasek
and Justin Paul (La La Land, Dear Evan
Hansen).This production will be the New
Hampshire premier, with performances
November 17, 18 (evening) and 19
(matinee) at the Claremont Opera
House.
Director Mike Wright notes that the
group is still welcoming cast members,
especially men singers, children who
can tap, as well as 2 friendly and floppy
dogs. Most rehearsals take place at the
Charlestown Town Hall Theater.
The Theater’s group of children, teens
and adults hail from a wide area of
southern Vermont and New Hampshire.
The Parker family will be played by John
Luther, Laura Carbonneau and Wesley
Nadeau as The Old Man, Mother, and
Randie, with Miles Sheehan as the
determined, Red Ryder BB gun- obsessed
Ralphie.
River Theater Company received a
generous grant from Claremont Savings
Bank to support this production. The
group is always looking for volunteers
who love theater and community events
but don’t want to appear on stage. There
are a lot of opportunities to get involved
- set construction, props, costumes,
production assistants, advertising, and
more! For more information please
email mwright@rivertheater.org,
and
visit our FaceBook Page (River Theater
Co. of Charlestown, NH).
		

– Jeanie Levesque

Great Graves
Marlborough History Comes to Life
Travel back in time with us as longsleeping residents of Marlborough rise
up and tell their stories. Today’s world
will fade as soon as you enter Meeting
House Cemetery on Frost Hill. The sense
of an earlier time will be heightened as
the cast will be dressed in various styles
of clothing reminiscent of the late 1700’s
through the mid-1800’s.

Great Graves, sponsored by Friends of
Frost Free Library and the Marlborough
Historical Society, will be held on
Saturday, Oct. 14 at 1pm. During this reenactment you will learn interesting
facts about three well-known homes in
town through the stories told by their
‘first owners’. You will
even find out which
home was an important
part of the Underground
Railroad.
This
family-friendly
event will include a
special area for younger
children to play period
games while older
children and adults
roam the cemetery and
meet the resurrected.
Please join us for
this brand new event.
In addition to a fun
history lesson, enjoy the
beautiful setting filled
with fall foliage and
Mt. Monadnock as a
backdrop. Complimentary
refreshments will be
served.
The event is free,
donations
gratefully
received! Rain dates:
Oct. 15 or Oct. 21).
– Deb Reynolds
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WHS Speaker Series
Astride Two Worlds
The Walpole Historical Society’s
October Speaker Series Event will tell the
tale of a young man caught between two
cultures. Neill DePaoli will tell the story
of former Indian captive John Gyles, who
became one of provincial Massachusetts’
leading interpreters and a player in
negotiations between the English and
Indians of Maine and New Hampshire.
Gyles was a “culture broker,” parlaying his
knowledge of his own and other cultures
as Europeans and Native Americans
struggled to bridge the cultural divide
that separated them from one another.
Neill DePaoli earned a PhD from
the University of New Hampshire, and
has more than 30 years’ experience in
the study of the history and historical
archaeology of New England. This event
is sponsored by the Walpole Historical
Society and is free and open to anyone
who loves learning. Astride Two Worlds:
The Odd Adventures of John Gyles with
Neill DePaoli begins at 7:00 pm, Friday,
October 20, at the Walpole Town Hall.
– Andrea Goins
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Model Engineering Show
The American Precision Museum,
Windsor, Vermont, presents its 18th
Annual Model Engineering Show & Family
Maker Space, Saturday, October 28 from
9:00 am to 4:00 pm. The show will take
place at the Windsor Recreation Center,
29 Union Street, and at the Museum, 196
Main Street, both in Windsor. Admission
$10.00 adults and students $5.00.
The American Precision Museum’s
Model Engineering Show provides
visitors the chance to see the work of
some of New England’s finest model
engineers and machinists, along with
engaging demonstrations highlighting
the most intricate of machining skills
from the past, present, and future. The
Family Maker Space at the Recreation
Center will feature a variety of activities
for all ages including making a working
telegraph, a Cardboard Teck Pinball
Machine, 3D Printing demonstrations,
the 2016 Vermont state champion
robotics team, the Rutland Robo-Rattlers,
and more.
Also, a National Park Service Ranger
from Springfield Armory National
Historic Site will talk about early lathes
and the new Coltsville Historic Site
in Connecticut. On display, will be a
private collection of Vermont and New
Hampshire antique firearms with Wayne
McCutcheon. Children from 8 to 14
can participate in the Junior Machinist
Apprentice program all day at the
museum.
For more information visit the
event
web
page:
https://www.
americanprecision.org/2012-01-18-1622-51/model-engineering-show and the
museum’s Facebook page, or call 802674-5781.
– Frank Hoffman

A Model Engineering Show visitor
takes a close up look one of the
handcrafted flywheel models.
Photo Provided

American Precision Museum, Windsor, Vermont
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Gleanings

from the Town Minutes

Conservation Commission - August 7 Trail work is needed at the Mill Pond and
Fanny Mason areas. There is a possibility of
getting volunteers to assist. Commission
members will contact groups, such as
school kids who need volunteer hours,
snowmobilers, bike club, walking group,
scout troops, Hooper students, etc. to see
who could help. Late fall is best for heavy
work as there are less ticks. Consideration
was given to having a feasibility study
to establish work needed on the Fanny
Mason trails which have become
overgrown and what it would take to
have those trails cleared and completed.
Selectboard - September 14 - The
Selectboard and Mr. Peter Graves,
County Commissioner, talked about
the next county tax bill. Mr. Graves
noted the Town of Walpole pays more
per person than some other towns. The
County Commissioners have not yet set
the budget for next year but are trying
not to increase taxation because of the
Maplewood bond issue. The county has
about 480 employees. The Selectboard
expressed concern over Walpole’s taxes.
Selectboard - September 7 - The
selectboard received a progress report
on the Westberg property, and its
contamination. The Town would like to
use the Westberg property for additional
parking in the Village. Mike McCluskey,
Process Coordinator with the Department
of Environmental Services Brownfields
Program, has talked to the attorney for
the property owner to get permission to
test for PFAS and to get permission for
DES to go onto the property. November
17 is the deadline for getting the
application in for this year’s grants. If
the Town wanted to make application
for the grants they would need to take
ownership prior to November 17. Mr.
Dalessio agrees with moving forward,
but does not want to rush the process.
If they miss this deadline there will be
other opportunities to apply for the
grants. After Phase I is completed, the
Town would have six months to purchase
the property.
Selectboard - August 31 - A public
hearing was held in accordance with
RSA 31:95-b for accepting unanticipated
monies in the amount of $10,000 from
the Bridge Wilson American Legion
Post #77 to be used for assistance to
Walpole veterans who have financial
need. Whitney Aldrich, on behalf of the
American Legion Post, presented the gift
of $10,000 to be used as assistance to
Walpole veterans and their families. The
funds will be administered by Walpole’s
Welfare Officer.		
– Ray Boas

Good Music
…for a Good Cause
Caravan of Thieves will perform at The
Bellows Falls Opera House on Saturday,
October 21. Their multiple styles are all
over the musical map with elements of
swing, bluegrass, alt-country, folk, Americana,
big band and gypsy rhythms. You are
sure to be entertained! Opening will be
Connecticut-based duo The Meadows
Brothers. Young brothers with old souls,
their sound is a throwback to all of the great
folk/country/bluegrass blues that was
kicking around before and after World
War II, as well as the great folk revival of
the 60s
Partial proceeds from this concert will
be given to charity – something decidedly
local and tangible.
5,444 miles. That’s a lot of miles. It’s the
total number of miles that my friend drove
over the past 6 months back and forth to
Dartmouth to receive treatment for Cancer.
She was fortunate, surrounded by a
supportive network of friends who took
turns transporting her. It got me thinking
that there must be many who are not
as lucky, who don’t have community to
help or the means to pay for all that gas
to drive to the hospital day after day. For
many, the cost is a real hardship.
Partial proceeds from this concert
will go to the Transportation Assistance
Program at The Norris Cotton Cancer
Center at Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical
Center, specifically to pay for gas cards
which are given to cancer patients who
need help covering transportation costs.
Tickets and information: www.
brownpapertickets.com/event/2974749
			
– Karin Mallory

Walpole AED
Locations
(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest
AED in town in the event of a Sudden
Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?

Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary
(during school season)
8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool
(during summer season)
14 Bundy Lane
Walpole School – Primary
18 Primary Lane
North Walpole School
17 Cray Road, NW
Walpole Town Hall
34 Elm Street
Walpole Recycling Center
Rte 123, North Walpole
Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic
11 Westminster Street
Benson’s Woodworking
6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road
LaValley’s Building Supply
40 Meadow Access Lane
Hooper Golf Course
166 Prospect Hill Road
Congregational Church
15 Washington Street

Vehicles:

WFD – Rescue 4
WFD – Engines 1 & 2
2 Police Cruisers
Mark Houghton, Assistant Fire Chief
Herb Hurlburt, Captain
Mike Flynn, FF/EMT-I
Bryan Wetherby, FF/EMT-I
Dennis Croteau, EMT-I

Chickens

On The Loose

5K Race

Hickory tussock moth caterpillars
competed with wooly bears this
month… even on windows.
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Walpole Elementary School
Saturday October 21
9am Registration
Race: 10:30 am
Registration Fee
WPTG Fundraiser

Great River Co-op
Celebrates Co-op Month with
2nd Annual Harvest Dinner
This October, The Great River Co-op
– a startup co-operative grocery store
coming to Walpole - is celebrating
National Co-op Month by holding a
Harvest Dinner Fundraiser. Taking place
on Sunday, October 15 at the Bellows
Walpole Inn, the Great River Co-op
Harvest Dinner will bring awareness to
the many ways co-operatives help to
build stronger communities.
“Co-op month is the perfect time
to bring the community together to
showcase the amazing local foods
we have available to us in the Great
Falls Region,” said Great River Co-op
Board President Kim Mastrianni. “This
dinner is an opportunity to connect the
community with the growers and that’s
what the Great River Co-op is all about.”
The evening will begin with a cocktail
hour where guests can peruse a collection
of silent auction items donated by local
businesses. The members of the board
will be introduced, attendees will learn
more about the store’s progress, and
also find out how they can help.
The main event will be a multi-course
meal featuring as many local ingredients
as possible. Seating will be family style,
and the meals will be plated and served
in the Bellows Walpole Inn Dining room.
Tickets may be purchased online, more
information at www.greatriverfoodcoop.
com.
The Great River Co-op is a startup
cooperative food store in the
development stages that will serve the
Great Falls Region. The next critical step
before moving forward with plans and
construction is to hire a Project Manager.
To learn more about joining the Great
River Co-op, please visit http://www.
greatriverfoodcoop.com and follow on
Facebook
at
www.facebook.com/
GreatRiverCoop.
– Stacey Nachajski

Friendly Meals
North Walpole
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens
will hold their monthly dinner on Friday,
October 27, at St. Peter’s Church in North
Walpole. The meal will be served at noon.
On the menu will be baked lasagna
with beef, coleslaw with carrots and
pineapple, Italian bread, and apricots for
dessert.
Friendly Meals are open to senior
citizens (60+) from all area towns,
and are available on a donation basis.
Reservations are essential, as seating is
limited. Call Gia at 352-2253 by noon on
October 26.
Arrive early and have your blood
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In clinic. A
wellness nurse from Home Healthcare,
Hospice and Community Services will
be available from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
to check blood pressures and answer
questions about home care and general
health concerns you may have.
The Friendly Meals and Nurse Is In
clinics are programs of Home Healthcare,
Hospice and Community Services.
– Susan Ashworth
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Do Not Touch!
As I approached the entrance to the
Walpole Library, I noticed the outside
screen door leaning to one side. Attached
was a sign which read ‘Broken-Do Not
Touch’. Of course everyone knows that is
just an invitation to touch, which I did.
As I stepped inside the library, sporting a
big grin, JR asked, “What have you done
now?” I snickered and said, “I touched
the door! That is what it said to do.”
“No”, she replied, “it says DO NOT
TOUCH!”
“Well”, says I, “then the note should
have read, ‘Please touch me’.” She gave
me a quizzical look and said, “Huh?”
“Everyone knows that people will do
just the opposite of what a sign says.
What happens anytime a person sees
the sign “Wet Paint”? They touch the
place that has the wet paint, which is
now on their hand. When you enter an
artisan store full of artwork and jewelry

and the sign says ‘Please Do Not Touch’,
what is the second thing you do? First
you check to see if anyone is looking,
and then you TOUCH!”
Some of you remember the bridge,
usually covered, that crossed the little
river near town. Remember the sign on
both sides that read ‘No Jumping From
Bridge!’? Where did all the locals go on
a hot day? To the bridge to jump into the
river.
Remember the old abandoned house
on the outskirts of town? The big,
old falling down house that had the
‘No Trespassing’ and ‘Keep Out!’ signs.
Remember being ‘double-dared’ to enter
the house, especially this time of year
near Halloween?
There was a time around Halloween
when some people would pull nonharmful pranks, such as waxing windows
or toilet papering a town. Now I cannot
say that I ever did anything like that, or
even know anyone who did these things.
But I may have heard of a time when it
happened, and one of the young men
was picked up by a Vermont State Trooper
while walking home in the pouring rain.
It is doubtful that the trooper believed
the story about being in Brattleboro and
missing his ride home. As the young
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man was exiting the car near his home,
the Trooper said, “If you mention this
to your dad, tell him Bob says ‘Hi’, and I
look forward to having coffee with him
on Monday!” At that moment I knew two
things: I was dead, and that was the last
toilet papering incident in which I would
ever participate.
But I still cannot pass by a sign that
says, DO NOT TOUCH!

HCS Wellness Clinic
Home Healthcare, Hospice and
Community Services (HCS) will hold a
Nurse Is In clinic in Walpole on Friday,
October 27. An HCS wellness nurse will
be at Applewood Senior Housing from
10:00 to11:00am to check blood pressures
and answer questions about home care
and any health concerns you may have.
These screenings are open to the public
of all ages and are offered free of charge.
No appointment necessary.
Nurse Is In clinics are sponsored by HCS,
a Monadnock United Way agency. For a
complete list of area clinics or for more
information, visit www.HCSservices.org,
or call HCS at 352-2253.
		

– Susan Ashworth

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...General Benjamin Bellows

(the second son of Walpole’s founder
Benjamin Bellows) and his regiment
of militia, also known as the 16th New
Hampshire Militia Regiment, were
present October 17, 1777, when British
General John Burgoyne surrendered
to General Horatio Gates at Saratoga?
They were called to service to reinforce
Gates on September 21, and disbanded
October 27, 1777, ten days after the
surrender. This was the last time Walpole’s
men saw action during the American
Revolution.

As a Captain, Bellows first military
act followed the killing of two men by
Yorker Tories at the Westminster Court
House March 13, 1775. Hastening there
with his men the next day, he quelled
Dinsmore
the furious mob that was The
threatening
“lynch law” for the killings. He escorted
those responsible for the killings to the
safety of a Northampton jail. It was this
Westminster incident, in part, which
precipitated General Gage’s ordering
British troops to march on Concord April
19, 1775, to confiscate the Colonists’
munitions stored there.

Receiving news of battle in
Lexington and Concord, Captain
Bellows, along with his brother
John, Thomas Sparhawk and a
company of Walpole volunteers,
left for Concord on April 21.
In Keene, Bellows hoped to
meet up with Capt. Wyman,
but, learning he had left earlier,
Bellows’ 35 volunteers then
headed to Concord for what
ended up being about an eleven
day expedition.

On June 29, 1776, Colonel
Bellows wrote to the State
Committee of Safety “…there is
not, in this Town, one Pound of
Powder and Ball to a man.” The
House
of Representatives in reply voted
July 2, 1776, “that Two hundred
pounds weight of powder be
delivered to Col. Benjamin
Bellows for his Regiment.”
Walpole’s regiment was called
to the field only when required.

Bellows Muster Payroll on Display at
the Walpole Historical Society
In October, 1776, the call came to
reinforce the troops at Fort Ticonderoga,
a vital strategic location, to stop the
British advance toward New York City.
The British, marching from Canada
under Sir Guy Carleton, threatened the
fort. Bellows marched his regiment to
reinforce the Ticonderoga troops. The
enemy, however, retreated without an
Continues on Page 19
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Continued from Page 18

attack, and Walpole’s men were dismissed
after 24 days of duty. Bellows’ Muster
Pay Roll for the October service is on
display at the Walpole Historical Society.
Listed are the 96 men from Walpole who
served during that campaign, complete
with their times of service and pay. For
their service, General Horatio Gates
wrote the Cheshire Country regiments
on November 9, 1776, stating in part: “I
return you and the officers and soldiers
of the regiments under your command,
my thanks for the spirit and expedition
both you and they have shown in
marching, upon the first alarm, upwards
of one hundred miles, to the support of
this important pass…”
In May 1777, New Hampshire
regiments were again called for support
in the face of British threats, and Colonel
Bellows marched his regiment to Fort
Ticonderoga’s aid. The report of attack
turned out to be false, and the troops
were discharged June 21 to return home.
Home for just days, Bellows and his men
returned to Ticonderoga as Burgoyne’s
troops were approaching. They served
from June 28, 1777, to July 9, 1777. The
fort was evacuated the night of July
5. Since there would have been time
for the Walpole troops to have arrived,
they were probably present during the
evacuation, retreating with Gen. St. Clair
to Castleton, Vermont.
Following General Bellows return from
Saratoga 240 years ago, he most likely
lived out his days in the home he built on
Main Street, at the intersection of Middle
Street, in 1766. In 1888 that home was
razed, and Dr. Abel Richardson then built
the ornate Victorian now gracing that lot
on Main Street.

Library Hours
Bridge Memorial Library
Monday: 1:00 - 8 pm
Tuesday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Wednesday: 10 am - Noon; 1:00 - 8 pm
Thursday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Friday: 1:00 - 6 pm
Saturday: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
North Walpole Branch Library
Tuesday - Wednesday: 2 - 4 pm
Saturday: 1 - 4 pm

September’s Historical Society speaker, Anthropologist Dr. Robert Goodby,
discussed the continuing Native American presence in the region despite the
ravages ot time, weather, development, cultural bias and persistent efforts
to render them invisible. The pictured poem concluded his presentation.
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Grade 8 Fundraiser
Global Refugee Crisis Project
Middle school English is always
pictured as tragic, dreadful, and people
look back on it with an eye roll, and a
sickening laugh. However, at Walpole
School, the English class isn’t terrible,
surprisingly. Led by Mr. Gagnon, our
classes are based on creativity and
learning. For example, we learn about
punctuation, grammar, spelling, and
vocabulary through creative writing,
and scary novels in October, and novels
for National Novel Writing Month, or
NaNoWriMo. However, this unit (in eighth
grade) is about the Global Refugee Crisis.
Specifically, the stories and experiences
of refugees from present day Syria, and
the Middle East in general.
We are learning about what a refugee
is, specifically, refugees from the present
day Middle East, but also learning
about refugees from the past, such
as refugees from Germany, and Nazi
occupied countries, or refugees from
Cuba in the nineties because of riots. A
way of learning about this is by together
reading Refugee by Alan Gratz, which is
a story told from the point of view of a
refugee in three separate generations;
World War Two Germany, nineties Cuba,
and mainly 2015 Syria.
This unit to help the refugees includes
doing a project to create a fundraiser for
refugees worldwide. Specifically, we are
trying to raise money to help donate to
reliable foundations, such as Hope for
Syria, International Rescue Committee,
Oxfam America, Save the Children,
Refugee Agency of United Nations, and
others. We are also covering persuasive
writing by writing to consenting
businesses to come in and watch a
presentation to help the refugees. Then
later, we are also going to try to raise
money for the refugees as a class by
creating a day of fundraisers, hosted by
Walpole’s 8th grade, which will take place
at the Primary School on October 28th,
from 10-1PM. It is a free event, although
donations are welcome, and all will go
to a reliable charity that aids refugees
worldwide.
Overall, we are, as an eighth grade,
trying to help refugees that are trapped
in this crisis. We learned about them, and
listened to their stories, which in turn
helped us with our project.

The Transition
…From 5th to 6th Grade
Summer’s ending
School roads bending
The tires on the bus travel round
Rules behaving
Pencil shavings
Lockers close in the busy hallway
Lunch and recess
Study at flex
Different from last year; this is the best
Summer ended too quickly. Who
agrees? Walking through the doors on
the first day of 6th grade sent a flurry of
emotions. Excited. Nervous. Can’t wait.
AHHHH! But the first day went really
well. All of the teachers are really nice.
We really like changing classes, but that’s
only one of the differences from 5th
grade.
First of all, there are more teachers.
And more homework. Going into 6th
grade, you have to adapt to turning in
homework in many different classes.
Never lose your homework. The teachers
made that pretty clear. Along with that,
there are many other responsibilities
such as getting everything you need out
of your locker before your classes begin.
Also, you need to be able to record
assignments and due dates for classes
and clubs in your agenda.
There are many types of clubs that
are offered at Walpole Elementary such
as Mathletes, Newspaper Club (yours
truly), Science Olympiad, Chorus, Band,
and Yearbook Club along with various
others. Along with these clubs, sixth
grade gives you the option to participate
in sports. You can play on teams such as
soccer, volleyball, basketball, softball,
cross country
running and skiing,
baseball, and football. Most of these
weren’t offered in fifth grade, so coming
into sixth grade can be both exciting and
overwhelming, but everyone’s opinion is
different.
Overall, the change from fifth grade to
sixth grade has been fun, and we hope it
stays that way.
– Etta Bea Harrison & Sydney Palmiotto, Grade 6

– Anya Bierweiller-Franks, Grade 8
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Labor Day
A Brief History
Many kids and young adults only see
the first Monday of September as a three
day weekend or a time to catch up on
the latest Netflix show. But almost no
one asks why we have it. That is what I’m
here to tell you about.
Labor Day was created to pay tribute
to the achievements of the working
Americans. In the late 19th century, the
holiday was created but was not fully
observed until 1894, when it became a
federal holiday.
Before Labor Day became a national
holiday, we were in the Industrial
Revolution. During this time, laws were
lacking and many young children worked
in mills and other dangerous jobs. It was
said that the average American worked
every day of the week for 12 of the 24
hours each day. This compares to the
average 33-40 hours of work many
Americans complete today.

With many of these conditions
continuing, people became more vocal
with their work days and their pay. Soon,
there were nationwide strikes over the
workers’ conditions. On September
5th, 1882, more than 100,000 workers
marched to their city hall to Union
Square in New York City holding the first
nonofficial Labor Day parade.
There were many important figures
such as Eugene V. Debs, who called for a
strike on all Pullman rail cars nationwide.
The army had to be sent to stop the
non-peaceful from violence. Congress
soon relented, and Labor Day became a
reality.
Sadly, the creator of Labor day has
yet to be accepted. Some credit a man
named Peter J. McGuire, the cofounder
of the American Federation of Labor.
Some people oppose this and say that it
was Matthew Maguire, a secretary of the
Central Labor Union. Regardless of who
we have to thank, we now have Labor
Day as a national holiday that begins
our school year. And, not to mention,
it allowed me to catch up on Arrested
Development.
– Enrique Ingram, Grade 8

WES Girls’ Soccer
The Walpole Elementary School
girls’ soccer squad had their first soccer
game on Friday, September 8th, against
Charlestown.
The game started out slow but then a
goal was scored by fifth-grader Mariella
Testoni. From there, the game began to
get intense. Charlestown did not want
to lose, and fought hard to prevent it.
The final score ended up being 3-1 with
Walpole being the winner. Goals were
scored by Mariella Tsitsonis and myself,
eighth grader Sophia Bruzgis. Classmates
Nora Dunnigan did great at midfield and
Sidney Curven played some amazing
defense. Our goalie, Bella Smith, had an
impressive game, as she was put under
the pressure of a penalty kick and an
indirect kick very close to the box but
she ended up pulling through.
Overall, we played pretty well for it
being our first game of the season, and
some girls’ first middle school soccer
game ever. On September 11th, we won
our game against Putney. Putney was
able to score two goals on us, but the
final score was 3-2, as we just barely won
thanks to Mariella’s hat trick!
As of September 20th, we have a record
of 5-1, with our only loss being to Leland
and Gray. We scored first and then, after
that, we seemed to lose all energy. We
got into a slump and the opposing team
scored, which put us even deeper into a
hole and it seemed like we had stopped
playing our game. Of course, Leland and
Gray took this opportunity and scored
twice more, making the final score 4-1.
That was clearly not our best game, but
we have learned from that. Obviously,
we would have preferred to win, but
sometimes is is ok to lose because it
humbles you and it motivates you to play
much better the next game. That loss
was upsetting, but we have definitely
recovered from it and come back
stronger as a team. We are finally
starting to work together.
I think that we are playing great
so far, but there still is a lot of room
for improvement. If we continue
to work hard and play to our best
ability, I think that we will have a
fantastic season.

September 11
Never Forgetting
September 11, 2001 is a date that will
live in infamy in the minds of people all
around the world forever. In a span of
only 2 and a half hours, both of the Twin
Towers in New York had fallen, a plane
had crashed into the Pentagon, and
passengers had taken over a plane and
crashed into a field in Pennsylvania. This
day changed the history of our world
forever, and started the “War on Terror”
that goes on to this day. On this day
alone, almost 3,000 people were killed,
and led to increases in security all around
the world, including the foundation of
the TSA.

We at the Walpole School kept our
commemoration of this event short and
sweet. Mr. Jacobs, the principal of the
school, gathered all of the students of
the school in the gymnasium. Before we
went on with our day, we said the Pledge
of Allegiance. Then, we had a moment
of silence for all of the casualties that
came from this terrible event. Instead of
dwelling on this terrible day in history,
we tried to keep the day positive by
celebrating the accomplishments of
the students at our school with our
Superintendent’s Club.
During this brief moment of silence, I
took time to think about all of the men
and women who were casualties on this
terrible, life-changing day.
– Jacob Bradley, Grade 8

– Sophia Bruzgis, Grade 8
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The Clarion welcomes our Walpole
School correspondents for
another school
year.

Walpole Volleyball
Early Season Victories
On Wednesday, August 30, the Walpole
Elementary School Volleyball team had
their first practice of the season. This
year they have many players, both new
and returning, on the team which will
hopefully make for a great season.
Their first game was on September
11 at the Walpole Elementary School
against Vilas. They won all three sets, a
great way to start off a new season.
The Volleyball squad will continue to
practice consistently throughout the
season. They have three more games
against Vilas this season. They will also
face their rivals Sunapee once more, and
Claremont.
On Tuesday, September 19, Walpole
travelled to Sunapee. They had a close
first set with Sunapee, narrowly beating
the home team, 25-19. They went on to
cruise in the second set with a score of
25 to 1 to earn the victory. The starters
had great serves during all of the
games as well as fast-paced game play,
and teamwork. The new players are
improving in every game and practice.
The Championship Tournament will
be on October 21, where Walpole will
hopefully bring home the first place
win.		
– Natalie Ferland, Grade 8

Reader Commentary
Thank You…

The Family of Betty Snide wish to thank
everyone who expressed their kindness
and sympathy to us during the time of
our loss. We are especially thankful to
all who attended the calling hours, sent
cards and food, and took time out of
their busy lives to provide us comfort and
sympathy. The Snide & Brady Family.

Thank You…

I want to express my deepest
appreciation to so many folks in town
for their support and genuine affection
for my family and me during our time
of loss. To all of you who were present
at the time of Harry’s dying, as he lay on
the sidewalk in front of the Post Office.
To the amazing EMT’s who worked so
hard to save him. To a wonderful young
man named Rex from the Post Office
who literally held me up, and who said
more than once, Don’t worry, I’m not
going anywhere. To the staff of Burdick’s
restaurant, café, and market, who were
so kind and loving as they stood beside
me, bringing me water, and at one point
blocking the sun so that I would not be
uncomfortable. To all those who were
there and who helped. And to everyone
who has extended condolences as time
has passed. I am deeply grateful to live
in this community. Thank you from my
heart.			
– Pam Bernard

Thank You…

On September 8th 2017 My Mom Terry
Lyn Tole (TLT) passed away after a long
and tough battle with cancer.
On September 14th 2017 we held a
funeral service for her at the Walpole
cemetery. It was a hot and hazy day, but
an enormous number of people (300+)
still came to pay their respects to one of
the kindest ladies in our community. On
that day I was able to see and thank many
of you for coming with hugs, handshakes
and tears. For those of you that I didn’t
get to see, I would like to thank you also
for attending.
I would also like to thank the many
people that helped during my mom’s
illness.
Many of you took time out of your day
to bring her to appointments, go see her
in the hospital, send her cards, and so
many of you prayed for her. She would
have done the same for others. The hugs,
handshakes, cards, flowers and food keep
coming. I don’t know if I could ever thank
everyone enough for their respect and
support in this sad and healing time.
People say living in a small town
like Walpole can be difficult because
everyone knows your business, but in
times like this I’m very thankful for small
town community support.
Again thank you everyone for
everything.
Sincerely,		
– “Little Paul”

Passed
Madelyn Waysville Adams
December 5, 1923 - August 28, 2017
Verna Mack
July 6, 1930 - August 29, 2017

Elizabeth “Betty” Snide
January 18, 1960 - September 2, 2017
Terry Tole
May 18, 1954 - September 8, 2017

Randy Daniels
October 19, 1933 - September 15, 2017
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Publisher’s Corner
More than 15 years ago, when I told
my Dad I was moving to Walpole, he
exclaimed, “That is so far away and
remote. What are you going to do
for good medical? What will you do
for entertainment and things to do?”
Well, I am sure my Dad, while looking
down, has seen that my medical
hiccups have been well taken care
of at the Dartmouth-Hitchcock
Hospital network. And, as for things
to do, the problem is deciding what
to do, and what things to eliminate
that you cannot fit in. There are so
many choices.
And that is how I feel about this
issue of the Clarion – I believe one
of our best, and most varied yet. Yes,
a wide variety of things you will find
on these 24 pages to read about and
do. Where will you begin? What are
you not going to be able to do?
My advice is make the most of
every day. Get out there – explore,
experience, and stock up on
memories. Enjoy!
		
– Ray Boas, Publisher

Aw, Nuts
porch, clatter off
I don’t know what
gutters, bounce off
possessed a previous
the driveway. Since
owner to plant
there are teams of
two pine trees less
squirrels at work
than 10 feet from
here, the assault
our kitchen – trees
frequently builds to
that were probably
an impressive, rapidcharming in 1925,
fire crescendo. Other
before they grew to
than a glancing
three times the size
blow to my shoulder
of the house. They’re
while at the grill one
on the wrong side to
afternoon (I did not
provide useful shade
take it personally),
and too tall to be
we have not been
windbreaks. But they
targetted.
do produce bumper
crops of pinecones
I have no idea
this time of year:
what the next step in
3 - 4” long and an
the squirrel business
inch or more across
plan is. We have an
– meaty. Irresistable
impressive carpet
to squirrels.
of cones in our yard
(which I’m tempted
Ah,
yes,
the
to collect just for
squirrels. For weeks
Part of the harvest. Anyone have a
spite) and can’t
now they’ve been
recipe for fresh pinecone?
imagine how the
harvesting. Not in a
furry perpetrators are going to deal with
casual, “I-think-I’ll-take-this-one-homethis bounty. Are miniature dump trucks
for-brunch,” kind of way. It’s more like,
and front loaders going to appear, load
“Me-and-Elmer-and-Bubba-gonna-stripup, and begin shuttling the raw materials
every-last-cone-from-this-branch-orto subterranean pinecone processing
know-the-reason-why!” kind of way. And
plants? Will we wake to find platoons of
by harvest I don’t mean pick carefully and
squirrels contentedly dining al fresco out
carry home, I mean rip the cone from the
back? Perhaps they’ll tote them back up
branch with extreme prejudice and hurl
the trees and reattach…
it to the ground.
On the plus side, the shelling should
What this has meant in our lives has
just about be over – there can’t be that
been a barrage of pinecones loud enough
many edible missiles left up there…
to be mistaken for truck backfires or
can there? I’m just thankful we’re not in
someone nailing a petition to the front
a more tropical climate and that those
door. The mornings are worst, but any
long-departed owners couldn’t plant
time of day is possible. They beat a tattoo
coconut palms.		
on the barn, riccochet off the kitchen
– Jan Kobeski
roof, thud onto the patio, crash onto the
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Work was to have begun on South Street, Prospect Hill Road and part of County Road as the Clarion went to press.

