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Town Meeting 2018Budget Hearing
Selectboard Chairman Peggy Pschirrer 

presided over Walpole’s annual Budget 
Hearing February 8. She stated, “The 
budget is close to being level funded…
the best news is that we are a Town in 
good financial shape.” Proposed funds 
required to run the Town in 2018 come 
to $3,714,037, as compared to the 2017 
budgeted amount of $3,729,598 – a 
decrease of approximately 0.47%. These 
figures do not include Warrant Article 
amounts, which, once approved at Town 
Meeting, are rolled into the total budget. 
Other than Town officials and employees, 
there were nine people in the audience 
– treble last year’s attendance.

Taxes raised to fund the operation of 
the Town amount to only 29% of what 
taxpayers are billed. In addition to the actual  
funds required to run the Town in 2017, 
Walpole’s payments to other entities 
included: $1,483,424 as our share of County 
expenses; $342,800 for the operation 
of the Walpole Fire District, with an 
additional $280,503 for the North Walpole 
Village Precinct. The largest amount of 
our tax dollars (just over 53%) supports 
our schools. Of note, health care coverage 
costs have been reduced 6.2% this year due 
to decreased usage, and town employees 
will be receiving a 2% pay increase.

Articles 1, 2 and 3 will be on the ballot 
Tuesday, March 13, for voting at the polls 
from 8:00 am to 7:00 pm. Town Meeting 
will reconvene Saturday, March 17 at 1:00 
pm at the Town Hall to vote on Articles 
4 through 14. Of these eleven Warrant 
Articles, five involve funding to be raised 
by taxation, and one to utilize funds from 
the Unassigned Fund Balance. One article 
requiring taxation is in answer to many 
requests for speed control within the 
village and town. To purchase a “speed 
monitoring sign, trailer, and accessories,” 
$16,500 is proposed.

The 2018 Warrant Articles have been 
posted around town and published in the 
Annual Town Report. Copies of the annual 
report are available at the Town Hall.

          – Ray Boas

Another Gas Station 
& Convenience Store 

on Route 12 ???
On February 13, the Walpole Planning 

Board was informed by Paul Saba, 
owner of Big Deal stores in Keene and 
Chesterfield, that he will be seeking 
a special exception from the Walpole 
Zoning Board that will allow him to build 
a gas station and convenience store on 
agricultural land, just a few yards south 
of the Walpole Veterinary Hospital on 
Route 12 at the blinking light as you turn 
onto South Street to enter the village.

To the Inhabitants of the Town of Walpole  
Qualified to Vote in Town Affairs

Delinquent Taxpayers
Owe Town $669,455
That number was the base amount on 

February 6. With penalties and interest, 
the balance due the Town that day came 
to $723,380. The number changes daily as 
past due taxes are paid, penalties added, 
and interest ($53,005 as of February 6) 
accrues daily on the past due amounts. 
A big number, yes, but as Tax Collector, 
Sandy Smith, has reassured, “Walpole 
does not have the delinquencies that 
other municipalities have. We strictly 
follow the State’s rules in going after 
those amounts due.”

The Town’s list of unpaid receivables 
includes: properties that have gone into 
liens, taxes unpaid the last calendar year, 
and bills for water and sewer. A study 
of the public record of amounts due is 
revealing. As with most problems, it is 
just a few who contribute to the overall 
problem. Six taxpayers account for 32.8% 
of the debt to the town, or $219,949 (not 
including penalties and interest). The 
most delinquent family owes (personal 
residence and properties in family owned 
LLCs or corporations), $58,951, or 8.8% 
of the total owed to the town. Thirty-
two percent (32%) of the delinquent 
sewer bills is part of that taxpayer’s debt. 
The next worst delinquent owes 8.5% 
of the total debt to the town. Thus, two 
individuals account for 17.3% of what 
is owed to the town and its responsible 
taxpayers.

Polls at the Walpole Town Hall and St. Peter
,
s Church open 8:00 am until 7:00 pm 

Tuesday, March 13, to vote on Articles 1, 2 and 3, and the School Ballot.
Town Meeting reconvenes Saturday, March 17, at 1:00 pm,  

at theWalpole Town Hall to vote on Articles 4 through 13.
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Navigating State Legislation
Representative Lucy Weber spoke to a 

gathering of constituents at the Walpole 
Town Library, February 10th, about 
participation in the state’s legislative 
process.

To have input, Rep. Weber noted you 
have the most impact if you are a state 
resident and are from the same district 
as the representative you are writing. 
Additionally, if you have a perspective 
people haven’t considered or you can 
testify about the personal impact of 
proposed legislation at a public hearing, 
those inputs can be influential. Ideas for 
bills are submitted in November, and the 
legislative session ends in May or June.

To find a bill, go to the New Hampshire 
General Court website, using Advanced 
Bill Search or sifting through the relevant 
standing committees if you don’t know 
the bill number. Once you’ve found the 
bill number, Quick Bill Search will provide 
the text, legislative history, and status of 
the bill.

To find your legislator and track 
their votes, search the House of 
Representatives and Senate Roster. To 
write your legislator, simply click on 
their email address in their description. 
To write committee members who are 
considering a bill you care about, click 
on the email address in the committee 
description and one email will go to all 
committee members.

More detailed information on both the 
legislative process and navigating the 
New Hampshire General Court website 
are available in the feature section of the 
Fall Mountain Alliance website.

The event was sponsored by the Fall 
Mountain Alliance and the Walpole Town 
Library and moderated by Sara Kagle.

                  – Megan Hughes

Town Water & Sewer
Department improvements
At Town Meeting March 2017, a 

citizen raised concerns about the Water 
and Sewer Department fund balance, 
questioning the billing cycle, bond 
payments and user fee collections. In 
response, the Selectboard stated they 
would look into the issues. At that time 
the department, even though ultimately 
funded by user fees, was running a 
deficit, affecting cash flow. Since then, 
in a relatively short period of time, the 
administration of the Water and Sewer 
Department has been revamped. 
Instead of a deficit, the department is 
now running in the black. Transitioning 
to quarterly billing, making it easier for 
users to pay their bills, has provided 
improved cash management.

The “utility team” went to work 
following Town Meeting to develop 
improvements. The goals included: 
move to quarterly billing, make meter 
reading and the billing process as 
efficient as possible, bring a surplus 
back to the sewer fund, and document 
the procedures necessary to ensure 
future improved operations. Working 
with consultants from AccuFund (the 
town’s financial software) and Itron 
(meter reading system), the various 
processes were updated. Doing much 
of the work, and deserving the credit for 
improvements, were Jodi Daigle in the 
office, and Bryan Wetherby of the Water 
and Sewer Department. The Selectboard 
created policies for the collection of fees 
and processing of delinquent accounts. 
Reporting is now in place to give the 
Selectboard the information needed 
to take corrective action on delinquent 
accounts in a timely manner. These new 
policies have improved collections, and 
recent billings have been well above 
what was seen in the past.

 – Steve Dalessio, Selectboard Liaison  
        - Water and Sewer Department

The mornng after fire  
gutted an East Street  

home in North Walpole  
and took the life  

of 18-year old  
Daniel J. Underhill,  

member of the  
Class of 2018 at FMRHS.
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Candidates  
for Town Office

Selectboard 
 for Three-Year Term 

Peggy Pschirrer

Moderator  
for Two-Year Term 

Ernest Vose

Town Clerk-Tax Collector  
for Three-Year Term 
 Sandra J. Smith

Trustee Of Trust Funds  
for Three-Year Term 

Tom Winmill

Supervisor of Checklists  
for Six-Year Term 

Gary T. McCormick

Planning Board  
Two for Three-Year Terms 

James Duncan Aldrich & Jeffrey Miller

Zoning Board Of Adjustment  
Two for Three-Year Term 

Pauline Barnes & Thomas Murray

Library Trustees  
Three for Three-Year Terms 

Jeanne Ramey, Carole Cramer 
& Amy Howard

Cemetery Trustee 
 for Three-Year Term 

 Linda Edkins

Continued from Page 1:Delinquent Taxpayers The Case of Article(s) 3
Article 3 - Town Warrant &
Article 3 - Fall Mountain  
Regional School Warrant

Of course two confusing Warrant 
Articles to be considered on Tuesday 
March 13 are both Numbered 3.  
Confusing because it is not clear what 
a Yes or No vote accomplishes; and, no 
matter which way you vote, the effect 
is the same – basically no action will be 
taken.

In explaining the Town’s Warrant Article 
3, Selectboard member Steve Dalessio 
provided the CLARION the following, 
“Warrant Article 3 was intended to give 
the Planning Board/Zoning Board the 
authority to make non-substantive 
changes to the Zoning Ordinance 
without having a ballot question each 
time. For example, correcting a street 
name or spelling error. In the past 
these types of changes were placed 
on the ballot to be voted on. Upon 
attorney review, Article 3, as written 
by the Planning Board, would not have 
stood up to legal challenge. It was too 

late in the process to have the article 
changed and to go back to the public 
hearing process. It was recommended 
by the town attorney to let people know 
to vote ‘no’ on the article. Notices to this 
effect will be posted. Going forward, we 
can accomplish the same thing by noting 
the change in the Zoning Ordinance by a 
footnote or ( ) around the original word 
that was changed.” 

Article 3 on the Fall Mountain 
Regional School District ballot asks for 
an appropriation of $25,000 to fund “a 
middle school research committee to 
explore and plan to build a Fall Mountain 
Regional Middle School.”  At the 
deliberative SB2 session reviewing the 
school budget and articles, opposition 
was almost unanimous against the idea 
of having a regional middle school (thus 
closing the local schools within each 
community). As a result, in essence, the 
idea of a regional middle school was 
“killed.” However, in the SB2 process, you 
cannot change the intent of an article as 
written. Instead, the funding associated 
with the article was eliminated. Even 
though Article 3 has no funding 
associated with it, the school board could 
still go forward with an unfunded study. 
Whether you vote Yes or No, there will be 
no funding for the study committee.

   
– Ray Boas 

Taxes for the first and second 
halves of the year, if not paid after 
July 1 or December 1 (or 30 days 
after date of mailing) begin to 
accrue interest at 12%. Once a lien 
is placed on a property, the interest 
rate becomes 18%. The Tax Collector 
sends overdue notices. Bills still not 
paid face receiving a notification of 
an impending lien. Properties with 
unpaid taxes from 2016 and prior 
years now have liens on the property, 
which at time of sale get paid prior to 
mortgagees. The next step following 
the execution of a lien comes in two 
years, when the deed to the property 
is transferred to the town. “Most 
property owners with liens show up 
and pay their back taxes and fees at 
the last moment before the deed is 
tendered to the town,” Smith advised. 
Only one abandoned property has 
been taken by the town in the last 
several years.  

– Ray Boas

Should this special exception be 
approved, it will set a precedent that can 
open up the flood gates for continuing 
commercial development on agricultural 
areas in Walpole.

According to procedural regulations, 
Mr. Saba must first come to the Zoning 
Board to request a public hearing that 
must be held the following month. 
During that month, Mr. Saba will appear 
before the Walpole Planning Board at 
a public hearing. At that hearing the 
Planning Board will issue an unbinding 
recommendation to the Zoning Board to 
approve or deny the project.

The Planning Board’s recommendation 
is then taken into consideration by 
Zoning at the scheduled public hearing, 
where the decision is made to approve 
or deny Mr. Saba’s application.

Throughout the process, Mr. Saba 
will be represented by a highly-
skilled professional, James Phippard 
of Brickstone Land Use Consultants in 
Keene, who specializes in permit and 
special exception requests.  

The request for the Zoning public 
hearing should take place in March or 
April. When scheduled, the discussion 
will appear on the agendas published 
and posted around town and on The 
Walpolean. Public comment is welcomed 
at those hearings.

To keep up to date or get involved, 
no matter your opinion, please e-
mail walpoleagland@gmail.com

   – Eric Merklein

Continued from Page 1: Gas Station

VOTE NO FOR ARTICLE 3
Legal counsel has advised the Selectboard that  warrant article 3 is not enforceable. The intent of the article was to enable the correction of street names. We do not need a warrant to do that.
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Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their 

next regular luncheon at 12:00 noon on 
March 19, at the First Congregational 
Church. We will welcome Kathryn 
Kindropp, Administrator of Maplewood 
as our speaker. Her presentation will 
be on Maplewood Changes. Everyone is 
asked to bring a dish to share with the 
members.  Bring a friend and enjoy some 
great food and fellowship.      – Jan Martin

Non-fiction Book Group
A Civil Discourse
The Non-Fiction Book Group will meet 

Tuesday, March 20 at 6:00 pm at the Bridge 
Memorial Library to discuss the Role of 
Money and Lobbyists in the United States 
Political System. Just 158 families accounted 
for more than half of all the money donated 
in the 2016 presidential race. Lobbyists 
influence lawmakers by drafting legislation 
and providing background information. 
Joining us will be Lucy McVitty Weber, a 
Democratic member of the NH House of 
Representatives, from Cheshire District 01  
since 2006, and James McConnell, a 
Republican Member of the NH House of 
Representatives, Representing District 12, 
Swanzey.               

– Ron MacLachlan

Library - March Events
Social Security Presentation
Getting ready to file for Social Security? 

Not sure of the next step? Wondering 
how to receive maximum SS income? 

Josh Houle, Wealth Manager at 
Monadnock Capital Group, is NSSA 
certified to counsel and guide you on 
the best way to claim Social Security (SS) 
benefits in order to optimize lifetime 
SS income. Join us for an important 
SS workshop at the library with Josh 
on Tuesday, March 13, at 6:30 pm. Light 
refreshments will be served.

You can find out more about Josh 
and Monadnock Capital Group at www.
monadnockcapitalgroup.com or www.
facebook.com/monadnockcapgroup 

Steward Partners Global Advisory LLC 
and Monadnock Capital Group maintain 
a separate professional business 
relationship with, and our registered 
professionals offer securities through, 
Raymond James Financial Services, 
Inc. Member FINRA/SIPC. Investment 
advisory services offered through 
Steward Partners Investment Advisory 
LLC. Raymond James is not affiliated 
with NSSA.

Kids Knit
The second session of our Kids Knit 

program with Joanne Eden will be on 
Saturday March 10 from 10am to noon. 

Gardening Presentation
Join us at the library on Wednesday 

the 21st at 6:30pm for a gardening 
presentation from the Hooper Institute. 
Learn about planting your garden and 
the opportunity to participate in the 
community garden. Light refreshments 
will be served.

Stuffed Animal Slumber Party
The toys are at it again! Friday March 

23, kids are invited to bring a toy, stuffed 
animal or doll to the library. At 6pm we’ll 
read stories, do a craft and tuck the toys 
in to bed. Come back Saturday morning 
to pick up your toy and watch a slideshow 
of all the shenanigans the toys got up to 
the night before! 

                        – Justine Fafara



5

Farm Transfer Planning
Learn the Basics
Learn about resources available to 

retiring and beginning farmers at the 
upcoming workshop Navigating Your 
Farm’s Future: The Basics of Farm Transfer 
Planning. This event is geared towards 
farmers who are transitioning out of 
farming, and those wanting to enter the 
business or acquire farmland.

Hosted by the Monadnock Conservancy, 
Land For Good, and the Cheshire County 
Conservation District, this workshop will 
be held at Stuart and John’s Sugarhouse 
Restaurant, 31 Route 63, Westmoreland 
on Tuesday, March 20, from 10:00 am to 
1:30 pm (snow date: March 21) The event 
is free, but registration is required. Lunch 
is provided.

Participants will learn the basics of 
planning a farm transfer, including 
financial and legal considerations, 
resources for finding a new farmer or 
securing land, and conservation options 
for farms. An attorney experienced with 
estate planning will be available to 
answer legal questions.

Reserve your spot by March 16 by  
contacting Stacy Cibula at 357-0600, ext. 106  
orstacy@monadnockconservancy.org. 
Or, register online at https://tinyurl.com/
y7h8cjae.  

– Stacy Cibula
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The sap is rising and sugar water is 
flowing in our beloved sugar maples 
in March.  It’s sugaring time!  Although 
the wintry conditions belie spring, we 
know the season of rebirth is soon to 
come.  Enjoy the strengthening sun and 
lengthening days!

White birch is another tree that 
produces sweet sap. Birch syrup is 
enjoyed from Alaska to the Baltic 
countries, a circumpolar treat!  However, 
it takes about 100 gallons of birch sap to 
make one gallon of syrup verses the 40:1 
ratio of the sugar maples.

We have four species of birch trees in 
our area: the black, sweet or cherry birch 
(Betula lenta), the yellow or golden birch 
(Betula alleghaniaensis), the white or 
paper birch (Betula papyrifera) and the 
gray birch (Betula populifolia). Three 
have oval shaped leaves with many tiny 
teeth along the edges, while one, the 
gray birch has a triangular 
shaped leaf also with tiny 
teeth on the leaf margins.  
However, each is most 
easily identified by the 
color and texture of its 
bark.

In spring, the male and 
female flowers dangle 
separately on the twigs of 
the same tree.  They hang 
in clusters called catkins.  
After pollination the seeds 
develop in a compact 
elongated fruiting catkin 
that looks like a small 
brown cone.  It’s just over an inch long.  
As the winter winds down, the “cones” 
begin to unravel and scatter their seed 
to the wind.  Each seed has wings and 
resembles a tiny bird.  About a quarter 
inch in diameter, they are easily seen 
scattered on the snow.  Each species 
produces a slightly different shaped 
“bird” seed.

Most of us are familiar with the 
striking white or paper birch.  As the 
tree matures the bark begins to peel its 
familiar papery bark.  Please don’t help it 
along by deliberately peeling it from the 
trees.  This can expose it to insect and 
fungal attack.  Birch bark is famous as a 
reliable fire starter.  Its oil helps the bark 
ignite even in very wet conditions.  White 
birch is a “pioneer” species that will grow 

in areas where trees have been removed.  
It craves sunlight and falls prey to the 
eventual shading of larger forest trees 
when they overtop it.  In pure stands 
without competition a birch tree can live 
for a hundred years.

The gray birch is another pioneer 
species, especially if a fire has scorched 
the soil.  This short lived birch is the most 
common host to the birch polypore 
(Fomitopsis betulina), a shelf mushroom 
with a rubbery texture.  True to its name, 
the gray birch bark is duller than the 
white birch.  Another telltale way to 
identify one is the gray “mustache” that 
forms on the trunk where the branches 
emerge. Botanists speculate the white 
and gray birch sometimes will hybridize, 
forming a species known as the blue 
birch! What’s a naturalist to do?

Black and yellow birch contains the 
oil of wintergreen.  You can sample this 
sweet smell by scraping away the thin 
bark on a twig and sniffing.  Try chewing 
on a twig for a minute and enjoy the 
wintergreen flavor.  Young black birch 
has a mahogany brown colored bark, 
hence the name cherry birch. The bark 

darkens to a charcoal color as 
it ages in the mixed woods of 
Walpole.   It is quite common 
and will tolerate more shade 
than its sun-loving, pioneer 
relatives, living 80 to 100 years.  

Yellow or golden birch can 
become a massive tree of 
mature forests living to 200 
years.  It is one of the trifecta 
of trees that grows with sugar 
maple and beech trees.  Because 
of its size it is an important 
timber tree. In its early years, 
the bark is unmistakable with 
its yellow or golden bark. The 
bark peels in smaller strips than 

the white birch.  It’s a very pretty tree 
when the sunlight strikes, lighting up its 
golden highlights.  

When you are out for a ramble, look for 
these birches because they are all right 
here in Walpole!
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Library Expansion
At a meeting with the Library Board 

of Trustees in early February, project 
architects presented their revised cost 
projections. Original estimates placed 
the cost of the renovation/expansion 
at $500,000, but refinement of the 
plan (e.g., elimination of a rear porch, a 
simplified roofline, and lower insulation 
requirements) have reduced that 
number to $448,000 (including fees and 
furnishings. 

The Trustees closed the design 
development phase and approved 
funding for construction drawings, which 
will clarify some still-unresolved interior 
space issues. It’s possible the final, bottom 
line number could be slightly lower.

Bellows Construction projected total 
construction time would be four and 
a half months (beginning in July), with 
the library remaining open (but noisy) 
for most of that time – except for a 
two-week period for painting and floor 
refinishing (when air quality would be 
questionable).

Of course, the plans are contingent on 
reaching the campagn goal. As of the week 
of February 18, donations and pledges 
stand at $220,000, just short of 50% of 
goal. With a few exceptions, that number 
reflects private donations – 108 of them 
so far. The Fundraising Committee began 
contacting area businesses in February.

Another part of the fundraising effort is 
grant application. Committee members 
are working on an LCHIP (New Hampshire 
Land and Community Investment 
Program) grant application. The program 
awards approximately $4,000,000 
annually to NH communities and non-
profits, “to conserve and preserve New 
Hampshire’s most important natual, 
cultural and historic resources.” The first 
step in the process is to secure registration 
of the Bridge Memorial Library building 
on the State Register of Historic Places. 
Research and documentation in support 
of that status is underway. All materials 
required for registry application will likely 
be submitted in April. 

Board Chair Fred Ernst expressed 
optimism about the campaign’s progress, 
“We are excited about the steady stream 
of donors and the prospect of some 
significant additional business donors…
and the possibility of securing grants.”

                        – Jan Kobeski

From the Hooper Institute
Hello Walpole high schoolers!  It’s time 

to apply for the Hooper Institute summer 
work program.  Students currently in 
grades 8 through 11 are eligible.  Hooper 
sponsors teens to work at local farms 
doing chores and caring for a variety of 
animals.  There are also opportunities to 
work with plants by helping at an apple 
orchard, vineyard, produce farm and 
doing landscaping.  Students can also 
work at the Town recycling center.  The 
work is not for everyone!  It is usually 
dirty and hard, but for the right person it 
is fun and satisfying.  There are also a few 
positions open to be a counselor at the 
Hooper summer camps for two weeks at 
the end of June.

If you think you would like the 
challenge, call the Institute at 756-4382 
and leave your contact information.  You 
may also e-mail us at HOOPERINSTITUTE@
myfairpoint.net.  Applications are due 
April 30.  Along with the application you 
must also complete two interviews - one 
with the Hooper Institute committee 
and the second with your potential 
employer.  

The program begins on the last day 
of school in June and runs until the 
week before school begins in August.  
Over the past twenty summers of the 
work program more than 200 Walpole 
students have worked about 30,000 
hours in the community.

   – Eloise Clark

Auditions
The Walpole Players will be holding 

auditions for their spring 2018 production 
of Tom Stoppard’s The Real Inspector 
Hound on Thursday, March 22, from 6:00 
- 8:30 pm and on Sunday, March 25 from 
2:00 to 4:00 pm at the Helen Miller Theater 
on the second floor of the Walpole Town 
Hall.

The play is a long, one-act comedy 
murder mystery/parody with a cast of 
nine. It has roughly equal parts for both 
men and women. If you would like to 
read a playscript before auditioning, 
please contact director Jim Skofield at 
756-4207 or at jimsko@myfairpoint.net

Rehearsals will begin the week 
following auditions and continue 
throughout April. Performances are 
slated for the first two weekends in May.

   – Jim Skofield



8

Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Interim Minister, Reverend Christine  
Boardman 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

All Saints Parish  
Pastor, Reverend John Loughnane  
Mass: Mon., 8:30am; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am	 	
St. Peter Church, North Walpole; 
Tues. 8am, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 10:30am		
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown	
Confessions: Thurs., 4:30-5:20 pm,	
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm,	St. Peter
St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Sunday Eucharist: 10 am

Walpole Bible Church  
756-4837 • www.walpolebiblechurch.org 
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Call Antonia Andreoli, 756-9036, for info. 
Service: Sunday 10 am

Walpole Unitarian
March Worship Schedule
All services begin at 10:00 am.
Sunday, March 4, 2018 - Family First, 

led by Dorothy Read and Virginia Carter. 
This service is held at Hastings House. 
Brunch is provided!

Sunday, March 11 - In and Out of Time, 
led by Rev. Elaine Bomford. We Spring 
forward into Daylight Savings Time 
with the first of two services about time 
and human experience. Insights from 
British luminary J. B. Priestley guide our 
exploration.

Sunday, March 18 - Wheel of the 
Season. In anticipation of the upcoming 
Spring Equinox, Rev. Bomford reflects 
on symbols of life as a sacred circle, and 
the practice of staying centered through 
turns of the wheel.

Sunday, March 25, 2018 -Jesus, the 
Agitator. A Palm Sunday look at the 
boundary-shattering message of Jesus, 
for his time and for ours. Led by guest 
speaker Keith Penniman, M.T.S 

Call Antonia Andreoli for more 
information at 756-9036.

                – Antonia Andreoli

St John’s 
March Events
St John’s offers the following services 

during Holy Week:
March 25 — Palm/Passion Sunday
10:00 am - Procession of the Palms & 
the Reading of the Passion Narrative
March 29 — Maundy Thursday
6:00 pm - Contemplative Service with 
Communion
Followed by a simple soup and bread 
supper
March 30 — Good Friday
Noon - Good Friday liturgy from the 
Book of Common Prayer: a solemn 
service focusing on the crucifixion
April 1 - Easter
10:00 am - The Celebration of the 
Resurrection
St John’s After School Programs
Art After School meets on Wednesday 

afternoons, 3:15–5:00 pm in St John’s 
Parish Hall. We’re anticipating spring 
with wonderful projects involving paint, 
paper, collage, and lots of creativity!

Narnia After School meets on Friday 
afternoons, 3:15-5:00 pm in St John’s 
Parish Hall. In March, we return to the 
Chronicles of Narnia. Please read The 
Silver Chair. Parents, please note that 
NAS does not meet on March 16, due to 
Early Release for the Walpole schools.

Any child in first through fifth grade 
is welcome to participate. Parents 
should contact Susan Kershaw for more 
information: susankershaw54@gmail.
com.                

– Susan Kershaw

First Congregational
Nineteen forty-five was the last 

year that Ash Wednesday occurred 
on Valentine’s Day. So we started the 
season of Lent, forty days before Easter, 
on February 14 with the tension of 
individual reflection and sacrifice that 
culminated in crucifixion, against the 
day of chocolates, flowers and love. In 
addition, Easter, the day of resurrection, 
is on April 1, April Fool’s Day. The last year 
this happened was 1956.

Holy week starts with Palm Sunday, 
March 25, the day Jesus returns to 
Jerusalem to face his Roman accusers. 
Thursday, March 29, is Maundy Thursday, 
the night of Jesus’s betrayal by one of his 
disciples, Judas. We’re offering a special 
service at the church. All are welcome. 
Of course Holy Week ends with Easter 
Sunday, the holiest day of the Christian 
calendar.

We have embarked on a program, Jesus 
Fatwah, to introduce the greater Walpole 
community to a discussion about 
understanding the Muslim faith. Over 1.5 
billion Muslims in the world have a faith 
very similar in origin to Christianity and 
Judaism. We believe we can offer DVDs 
and discussions in a caring environment 
about Islam, a faith we hear so many 
concerns about. During the first two 
sessions we’ve had great discussions, 
including issues about terrorism, attire 
and opportunities for women. The DVDs 
offer perspective by scholars and clergy, 
with a group discussion afterwards. The 
sessions last about one hour. They are 
held on Sundays February 25, March 4 
and March 11 at 11:30 and repeated on 
the following Tuesdays at 12:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Please join us and if you 
come on Tuesdays bring your lunch.

We have a website! It’s www.
walpolenhucc.org. There is a schedule 
of all the services and events on the 
calendar as well as information about 
the UCC and us  

– Chuck Shaw
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Friendly Meals
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens 

will hold their monthly dinner on Friday, 
March 23, at St. Peter’s Church in North 
Walpole. The meal will be served at 
noon. On the menu will be shrimp and 
vegetable chow mein, brown rice pilaf, 
Asian vegetables, and birthday cake for 
dessert.

Friendly Meals are open to senior 
citizens (60+) from all area towns, 
and are available on a donation basis. 
Reservations are essential, as seating is 
limited. Call Gia at 352-2253 by 11:00am 
on Wednesday, March 21.

Arrive early and have your blood 
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In clinic. A 
wellness nurse from Home Healthcare, 
Hospice and Community Services will 
be available from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 
to check blood pressures and answer 
questions about home care and general 
health concerns you may have.

The Friendly Meals and Nurse Is In 
clinics are programs of Home Healthcare, 
Hospice and Community Services, a 
Monadnock United Way agency. 

   – Lara Larson

Walls Of Walpole
David Howard is again arranging an 

exhibit at Burdick’s that was very 
popular last year: Walls of Walpole 
– Who We Are – Time to Meet People 
You’ve Known For a Decade. “I am 
inviting people to share something 
from their walls,” David related, 
“an image or craft which tells us 
something about who you are 
that we didn’t know.” Last year’s 
exhibit included artwork painted 
by neighbors that we did not 
know painted. Other images from 
neighbors’ walls portrayed past 
travels or experiences that were 
new tidbits everyone learned about 
the contributor. Over twenty-five 
pieces were exhibited last year.

The exhibit will open February 
27 and run for a month. A public 
reception to meet our artistic and 
creative neighbors is scheduled at 
Burdick’s Monday March 12 from 
5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. – Ray Boas

Exhibited this year is “Barefoot Madonna”  
by Ellie Ernst from her series of paintings  

entitled “Passages”
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...Walpole’s first Town Meeting
was held the third Wednesday in March 
1752? Benjamin Bellows presided, and 
held most Town offices up until 1760. 
The first record book was purchased in 
1761, and records from previous years 
copied into it. The first warrant article to 
be voted on was also that year.

In 1633, the first recorded town 
meeting in the colonies was 
in Dorchester, Massachusetts. 
The Puritans, having come to 
America to pursue religious 
freedom, developed the town 
meeting for a community 
to discuss and decide on 
community matters. French 
observer Alexis de Tocqueville, 
during his nine months of 
traveling in the U.S. in 1831, 
observed town meetings, 
noting that they brought 
“liberty within the people’s 
reach.” He published his 
observations in Democracy in 
America (1835), which became 
one of the most influential 
books of the 19th century. 

The tradition of holding 
town meetings in March stems 
from the agrarian way of life. 
It was an in-between time 
for farmers. Winter was just 
about over, yet it was not time 
to begin working and sowing 
the fields. By special act in 
1790, the New Hampshire 
legislature changed the 
day of town meeting to the 
first Wednesday in March; 
and, in 1804, to the second 
Tuesday in March. Communities in New 
Hampshire have met, discussed, and 
voted on that day ever since. Until the 
1830s, town meetings and religious 
services were both held in colonial 
meeting houses.

In advance of town meeting, the list 
of candidates to be elected and the 
warrant articles to be voted upon are 
published. Traditionally food is available 
for purchase from a local non-profit 
group for the townspeople gathering to 
vote and voice their opinions. In some 
places, Town Meeting Cake (the recipe 
which starts with 30 quarts of flour 
according to the recipe can be found in 
a 1796 cookbook) is still prepared and 
served. 

Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

Other traditions have faded away. A 
number of town offices are no longer 
found on the ballot. One position went 
to individuals who were elected without 
running for office. The position of “hog 
reeves” most recently was automatically 
filled by the newest married couple 
in town. Yes, the position is now 

unnecessary.  Loose hogs straying around 
town, causing a nuisance or digging up 
gardens, no longer seem to be a problem 
in Walpole. The “hog reeves”, upon 
capturing the errant animals, would turn 
them over to the pound keeper (another 
antiquated position).  However, if the 
animal was not “rung” or “yoked,” they 
would perform the task, charging the 

owner for the service, along 
with the costs of damage 
the animal inflicted.

In 1904, a special train 
left North Walpole stopping 
at every street corner to 
bring voters into the village. 
Two hundred eighty-seven 
people rode the train that 
day. The next year, over 200 
voters boarded the special 
train, angry because the 
selectmen had recently 
accepted the railroad 
underpasses.  Local residents 
were not pleased.  They 
entered resolutions roasting 
the selectmen.  One particular 
resolution did not make 
the official records. It would 
have required that select 
board “members be hanged 
on the Walpole Common” 
as a warning to successor 
selectmen.

Trains no longer run to 
bring citizens to the village, 
but it is still everyone’s civic 
responsibility and duty to cast 
their ballots and voice their 
opinions on town meeting day.

Freedom of Speech, 1943, from Norman Rockwell’s Four Freedoms
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You Need  
to Know That…

Nestea  
(Invented in 1948) 

may be used to relieve sunburn pain. 
Empty a full jar in a warm bath and soak 

in the tea. Also, to tenderize meat,  
mix one part Nestea to one part 

double-strength beef stock,  
and use the liquid in a pot roast or stew.

Adapted from: Polish Your Furniture with Panty 
Hose and Hundreds of Offbeat Uses  

for Brand-Name Products  
by Joey Green.

Great River Co-op
The Great River Co-op, a startup 

cooperative grocery store coming to 
Walpole, will screen Food For Change 
on April 18th at 6:00 pm during its 2018 
Annual Meeting. The event will take 
place at the Bellows Falls Opera House 
with regular concessions. Tickets will be 
by donation.  

Food for Change tells the story of the 
cooperative movement in the United 
States in a way that is both entertaining 
and informative. It includes interviews 
with co-op workers, rare archival footage, 
and narration by the film’s director, Steve 
Alves. Alves will be available at the 
meeting for a question and area period 
around the film.

Next steps for the Great River Co-op 
include hiring a Project Manager and 
continuing to grow the membership.  
The current Member/Owner count is just 
above 750, and growing every month.

A cooperative grocery store is owned 
by its members. It cannot happen 
without you! If you would like to learn 
more about joining and how you can 
help this store to open, please visit our 
website at www.greatriverfoodcoop.com 
and follow us on Facebook. Together, we 
can build it!           

– Stacey Nachajski

	 						The

Walpole  
Clarion  

On-line
Want to read or share your 

Clarion on-line or receive Clarion 
dates or events? Go to https://
thewalpoleclarion.com and scroll 
down on the right to “Follow this 
Blog” and sign up.
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Radio Follies of 2018
The Walpole Players will go “on air” 

at 7:00 pm, Saturday, March 17, in the 
Helen Miller Theater at the Walpole 
Town Hall, presenting Cabin Fever Radio 
Follies of 2018. It will be the sixth annual 
presentation of this popular event.

Being it’s also St. Patrick’s Day, we’ll 
have a few Irish tunes, the Reporter on 
the Street, Burns & Allen will be with us 
again. We know how much you have all 
missed hearing the Christmas Carol for 
the past few Decembers. So.... We have 
something up our sleeves so you don’t 
want to miss that. And what show is not 
complete without the Farm Report, a 
few classic advertisements and popular 
hit tunes? The cast, many who have 
appeared in the Radio Follies year to 
year, have currently assembled this year’s 
scripts to provide you with laughs and 
great memories for an hour and twenty 
minutes (more or less). 

The doors will open at 6:00 pm, when 
audience members may arrive bringing 
their own dinners, snacks and beverages 
of choice. Round tables for eight will 
be provided so all may dine in comfort, 
then sit back and listen as the Players 
commence the live broadcast from the 
radio studio on stage. When we “sign 
off” for the evening, guests are welcome 
to linger, visiting with neighbors and 
chatting with the radio performers. 

The last five years have been sellouts, 
and this year the Players anticipate all 
tickets will be pre-sold. To purchase 
tickets and reserve a table for your party, 
or for more information, call Joan Ireland 
at 499-1027 (please leave a message 
with your name and phone number). 
Ticket prices remain only $10 per person 
for a grand evening out. Tickets are 
available for purchase at Joanie Joan’s 
Baked Goods Company, along with table 
reservations. Mark your calendars now 
for March 17, gather your friends, and 
pack your dinner and beverages to join 
the fun back in the 1930s, 40s, and 50s 
when life was a tad simpler. 

   – Bill Lockwood

February snow days, past and 
present!

February 5, 1978, around mid-morning, 
we were headed to our home in Walpole, 
after having spent the weekend in 
Boston. It was a fun, carefree weekend.  

On arrival home, we were greeted 
by Fran’s mother, who had stayed with 
our sons for the weekend.  She had a 
surprised look and said, “I was worried 
you wouldn’t make it!”  Bewildered by 
the comment, we asked, “Why would 
you think that?”  Having had a great 
weekend with friends in Boston, we 
had not watched television nor heard 
the weather.  It was then that we were 
informed of the blizzard that was 
following us north, ending up shutting 
down Boston for a week.

I am writing this during the recent 
February snowstorm that dropped six to 
eight inches on our area.  The 1978 storm 
left so much snow that I walked the short 
distance to work, as I could not get out of 
our driveway. 

The following day, this year, we 
drove past the day care center in our 
neighborhood and noticed all the 
children, bundled up, and thoroughly 
enjoying playing in the snow.

It brought back memories of my 
youth on our farm in Chester, Vermont.  
I couldn’t wait to get outside during and 
after a snow storm to play in the snow.  
We, my sister and I, would slide down a 
hill on our land, near the house and build 
snow forts in the yard.  Later years, after 
leaving the farm, we would snowshoe 
through the woods and ride our father’s 
Polaris snow machine.

Then, as the years have passed, I 
find the early snowfall is interesting, in 
that it brings back some of these early 
memories.  However, as the winter 
progresses and approaches late February 
and early March, the snowstorms lose 
some of their delight.  Those earlier years 
could find me outside in twenty degree 
weather with only a sweatshirt and a cap 
against the cold and the winter winds.

Today, I am wearing more clothes 
inside the house than I did back then 
outside the house.  Not only that, but, 
even with all these clothes on, I am still 
feeling a chill.  I tried blaming it on the 
medicine that I now have to take, but 
there are those who say that it is probably 
due to my age.

Huh!  I have a lot more to say about that, 
but right now I need to go get another 
blanket. Especially if I am planning to 
stay up past eight o’clock and watch 
television.

Now all I have to do is wait for Spring, 
which will come after the March blizzard.  
Enjoy!
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Police Statistics
What They Mean
The Police Department’s statistics are 

maintained in three categories: Motor 
Vehicle, Criminal Investigations and 
Public Safety.

The Motor Vehicle category includes: 
Accidents (multi and single car crashes); 
Motor Vehicle Stops for Traffic Violations; 
and, Traffic Safety (road hazards, 
operation reports, motorist assists).

Criminal Investigations involve: 
Drugs and Alcohol (DWI; possession 
of narcotics), Crimes Against a Person 
(harassment, criminal threatening, 
assaults and sexual assaults), and Crimes 
Against Property (thefts, burglaries and 
vandalism).

Public Safety Calls cover: Emergency 
Calls (building alarms medical and 
fire, 911 hang ups); Citizen Assists 
(child custody issues, citizen welfare 
checks, animal complaints, etc.); and, 
Administrative (paper service, VIN 
verification’s, sex offender registrations).

          – Ray Boas 
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FAST
Walpole Schools Offer  
Fun After School Time

Walpole School is having another fun 
event for the kids from pre-k all the way 
through 8th grade. These times offer 
activities for all ages to have fun. 

The Fun After School Time (FAST) 
Club will meet every month to give 
kids a chance to relax, have fun, learn 
something new, and engage socially. 

The first meeting will be on Tuesday, 
February 27th just after school. The 
club leaders at the Walpole Elementary 
School promise fun games in the gym 
and delicious snacks. Even t-shirts will be 
offered.

Grades pre-K-3 will have a fun outside 
recess if it is not too cold. Grades 4-8 will 
have a more organized games outside 
and in. This crew is looking to build team 
spirit. The club, which begins soon after 
school, will conclude at 4:15 and a bus 
will be able to pick up students to take 
them to North Walpole. The next sessions 
will be on March 27, April 17, and May 22, 
so please make sure you are signed up. 

  – Enrique Ingram (Grade 8)

WES Spelling Bee
On Wednesday, January 24th, Walpole 

Elementary School had their annual 
Spelling Bee. Contestants from 5th 
Grade included: Ethan Drake, Ava Elliott, 
Francis Aldrich, and Makenna Knapp. 
Contestants from 6th Grade included: 
Patrick Manning, Joshua Loves, Amalia 
Gutierrez, and Aidan Parrott. Contestants 
from 7th Grade included: Foster Willett, 
Joshua Paulette, Izzy Walz, and Alexander 
Bernard. Finally, contestants from 8th 
Grade included: Jacob Bradley, Bella 
Smith, Maddy Wilson, and Cam Fry. 

The Scripps Spelling Bee has been 
held for the past 90 years, and this year, 
over 90 million students participated 
nationwide. The winning word in this 
year’s bee was “orthopedic,” and was said 
correctly by Jacob Bradley, who won the 
Bee. However, Bradley was unable to 
attend the state Spelling Bee on February 
24, so Foster Willett, the runner up, will 
compete in the State Spelling Bee in 
Concord.                   

– Jake Bradley (Grade 8)

Girls’ Basketball 
Team Caps Strong Season
On Friday, February 9th and Saturday, 

February 10th, the Walpole Elementary 
School girls’ basketball team competed 
in the championship tournament and 
finished in third place. 

The tournament was split into two: 
one tournament was between the teams 
in the bottom four seeds and another 
tournament between the top four seeds. 
The Walpole girls were the fourth seed 
in the top tournament, which meant 
that their first game was against the 
top seed, Westmoreland. The winner 
of this matchup would continue on to 
the championship game and the losing 
team would play in a consolation game 
the next day to determine the third and 
fourth place teams. 

The game started out close, with the 
Walpole girls even being ahead a couple 
of times, but unfortunately they ended 
up losing by 19 points. Walpole’s defense 
was consistently strong throughout the 
game, but the team had trouble making 
things happen on offense. Despite 
this, the girls played a good game with 
everyone playing to the best of their 
ability. They weren’t done yet though 
and were not going to settle for fourth, 
so they entered this consolation game 
just as they would a championship. 

The girls played against Marlborough, 
a team they had yet to beat but knew that 
they could. This was the eighth graders’ 
final game as Walpole Chicks, and I would 
consider it their best of the season. The 
intensity of the game was indescribable, 
both teams were aggressive and wanted 
to win. After being down for 
a bit, Walpole finally got their 
lead back in the fourth quarter 
and kept it with the final score 
being 40-36, making Walpole 
third place. All five starters put 
up a decent amount of points 
on the board and certainly 
went out with a bang. Though 
it wasn’t a first place win like 
previous years, everyone is 
very proud of the team and 
how far they have come from 
the beginning of the season.  
 

– Sophia Bruzgis (Grade 8)
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Boys Basketball
Walpole Boys’ Win Championship
On Friday, February 9th, the Walpole 

boys’ basketball team won their first 
tournament game against Dummerston, 
earning them a spot in the championship 
game. 

The boys’ team entered the tournament 
with a 9-3 regular season record. 
The final game of the Championship 
Tournament was against Hinsdale the 
following afternoon in Hinsdale’s home 
gym. Walpole has been led by a core 
group of eighth grade leaders, including 
Hudson Willett, Finnegan Scott, Ryan 

Book Review
Ready Player One by Ernest Cline
Ready Player One is an exciting novel 

written by Ernest Cline starring a young 
man, Wade Watts, living in a futuristic 
world in a serious energy and supply 
crisis. Wade lives with his aunt in “the 
stacks,” common place of living, where 
old RV trailers are stacked in a towering 
mound of pipes and scaffolding. Wade’s 
only escape from the real world is the 
virtual world video game, OASIS. Players 
are entered 

i n t o  
a virtual world by u s i n g 
a special type of goggles. There, Wade 
attends school, and makes a friend, Aech. 
All personal information about a person 
is shielded, and gamers make a game 
name that they are known by. Wade’s 
name is Parzival.

Life is normal (as normal life can be in 
a virtual world where you can buy an x-
wing and fly it to a Dungeons and Dragons 
world) in the OASIS, until multimillionaire 
James Halliday, creator of the OASIS, 
dies and leaves his vast fortune to the 
gamer who can find the Easter egg he 
has hidden in the giant OASIS world. To 
reach the egg though, one must find 
three keys and unlock three gates. As 
Wade sets off to find the egg, he meets 
other egg hunters. Wade and his friends 
set off to find the egg that could change 
this destroyed world completely. 

Ready Player One definitely changed 
the way I looked at the world. Wade is 
living in a world that has been completely 
stripped of its greatness, which we notice 
now as our resources fade and our poles 
heat up. I would definitely recommend 
this is an eye opening and captivating 
novel.             

– Etta Bea Harrison (Grade 6)

Sowards, and Syon Gutierrez. Many 
seventh grade starters also helped lead 
the team, including Mitch Cormier, Drew 
Buswell, Foster Willett, and Kyle Fisher. 
Many other players also contributed to 
the championship squad’s successful 
season. 

The championship game was very 
suspenseful with a very close score 
throughout the contest. One player on 
the Hinsdale team got a technical foul, 
allowing the Walpole boys to get ahead 
in the last stretch of the game. Walpole 
ended up winning by 5 points, taking 
the trophy on Hinsdale’s court.

                    – Natalie Ferland (Grade 8)
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Born
Oaklynn Isabelle Chase  

January 30, 
9 lb, 9 oz, 19” 

To Meghen Lawlor & Ryan Chase 
Grandparents: 

Timothy & Dianne Lawlor  
of Walpole

Shawn & Michelle Chase  
of Charlestown

  

Passed
Estelle T. Burr 

April 21, 1925 - January 20, 2018

Daniel Joseph Underhill 
November 11, 1999 - February 5, 2018

Dick Pschirrer 
May 31, 1936 - February 12, 2018

Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Do you know where to find the closest 
AED in town in the event of a Sudden 

Cardiac Arrest (SCA) emergency?
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street
Bensonwood Homes 

6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road
LaValley’s Building Supply 

40 Meadow Access Lane
Hooper Golf Course 

166 Prospect Hill Road
Congregational Church 

15 Washington Street
Chamberlain Machine 

14 Darlng Lane
Alyson’s Orchard 
Wentworth Road
Bowman Dental 

48 Meadow Access Lane
Hubbard Park 

30 Upper Walpole Road
Savings Bank of Walpole 

North Meadow Plaza

Police & Fire vehicles in Walpole and 
North Walpole are also AED-equipped.

Please Note
There are new 

locations!

Wed
Emily L. Malnati 

to 
Jason G. McNamara 

January 27, 2018
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Publisher’s Corner
I have something to say this month. 

In my news articles, I know not to be 
editorial and express my opinion(s), 
but in this column it is alright to 
share my thoughts. Writing can be a 
catharsis for the writer, and hopefully 
a lesson when shared.  However, if 
you read no further, may I encourage 
you to partake fully in Town Meeting 
this month - voice your opinions and 
get your questions answered. These 
are your freedoms to be cherished.

Besides marking a ballot, I also 
“Vote with My Dollars.” Good service 
or good work should be rewarded. I 
have often returned from visiting a 
museum or non-profit educational 
venue and mailed a check back, 
becoming a member, but joining at a 
higher than entry membership level. 
I wish to support what I see as good 
work. Likewise, I reward exceptional 
service at a restaurant.

On the flip side, following a less 
than standard meal or service, I 
will not return, thus voting with no 
more dollars of support. I cannot 
comprehend how some people can 
sleep knowingly taking advantage 
of others and doing wrong. When a 
business owner cheats the town by 
not paying taxes for a long time (and 
in the process making fun of us all 
and adding to our tax burden), that 
owner is not worthy of receiving 
our business. If you are as offended 
as I am, I encourage you to “Vote 
with Your Dollars”, spending them 
elsewhere.

  – Ray Boas, Publisher
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Walpole Business Notes
Kirby’’s Q
After 15 months of operation, Kirby’s 

Q is proud to announce our inclusion in 
the March issue of NH Magazine as one 
of the top BBQ Joints in NH (http://www.
nhmagazine.com/Can-You-Find-Real-
Barbecue-in-NH/). On River Street in 
Alstead, Kirby’s Q is open Thursdays thru 
Sunday11:30 am to 8:00 pm. Our team 
works very hard to bring you consistent, 
quality BBQ with house-made sauces, a 
variety of classic BBQ sides, and awesome 
desserts in a simple and welcoming 
environment. Whether you want to dine-
in, call ahead for a to-go order, or have a 
catering need, Kirby’s Q is committed to 
providing you with a memorable dining 
experience.  – Ken Urbanski

Your 100 word submission of “business 
notes” is welcome for possible insertion.

Gleanings  
from the Town Minutes

Selectboard - January 18 - Police Chief 
Paquette handed in a proposed policy 
on False Alarms. Ms. Mayberry asked 
if these fines should go into the Police 
Department Revolving Fund because the 
Town is paying the officers and gas used 
to respond to these calls. Mr. Dalessio will 
call a few towns with Revolving Funds to 
ask how they deal with this.

Selectboard - January 25 - The 
Selectboard received a Municipal Work 
Zone Agreement from the Department 
of Transportation (DOT) regarding a 
roadway resurfacing project. The project 
includes 23.3 miles of roads in 8 towns. 
Within Walpole, the project begins on 
NH Route 12, approximately 1 mile north 
of the southern NH 123 intersection, and 
extends 3.2 miles north to a pavement 
joint approximately 500’ south of Main 
St in North Walpole… This project will be 
advertised on February 27… construction 
is expected to occur between the spring 
and fall of 2018. A pre-construction 
meeting, to which the Towns will be 
invited, will be held by the Contractors 
prior to the start of construction.

Staff Meeting Minutes - January 18 
- Veterans’ Tax Credit, Elderly and Blind 
Exemption application forms will be 
accepted up through April 15th.

      – Ray Boas

Hospice Volunteer Training
Hospice at HCS is offering a volunteer 

training program for those who are 
interested in becoming volunteers. The 
training will begin on March 21 from 1:30 
pm to 4:30 pm, and continues Wednesday 
afternoons through May 2. Training will 
be held at the agency’s Keene office at 
312 Marlboro Street.

Volunteers are members of the 
hospice care team, providing support to 
the patient and to family members. After 
completing the training, volunteers assist 
hospice patients with interests such as 
writing letters, reading, playing board 
games, scrap booking, or accompanying 
a patient to a community event or to visit 
friends. Volunteers also provide respite 
to family members. Hospice volunteers 
are especially needed during the day, 
but scheduling can be very flexible and 
worked around employment and travel 
commitments.

The training program is offered free 
of charge, but class size is limited, 
and pre-registration is required. 
To register, contact Lorraine 
Bishop, Hospice at HCS Volunteer 
Coordinator at 352-2253, or 
lbishop@HCSservices.org.

Hospice at HCS is a not-for-
profit hospice with offices in 
Peterborough, Charlestown, and 
Keene.  Care is provided wherever 
a person calls home – their own 
home, or in an assisted living facility 
or nursing home.        

– Lara Larson
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For information on farm transfer planning, see page 5.


