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Gateway To Walpole - Now Everyone’s

River Valley Seniors
at Home
Sadly, you often hear people say they’d
love to stay in their homes well into their
later years, but the mounting problems
make it too difficult – like computer
glitches, or cable service disconnects, or
needing a ride to a doctor’s appointment,
or not knowing whom to call for needed
services, or even having to deal with a
simple light bulb change. Until now,
the only option for some people was to
wait for family or friends who might be
willing and able to help, or to give up
on living independently. But there is
another way.
A group of local residents have been
working for the past two years on a
way to help seniors continue living
independently in their homes longer.
Called ‘River Valley Seniors At Home’
(RVSAH), it is built on a proven nonContinued on Page 4
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At the Walpole Town Hall, Thursday,
December 27, papers were passed
around and signed, a check slid across
the table, and the Gateway to Walpole,
with 1,000 feet of Connecticut River
shoreline at the intersection of South
Street and Route 12 just south of the
Veterinary Clinic, became the property
of all residents of Walpole under the
stewardship of the Walpole Conservation
Commission (WCC).
The purchase agreement with D&C
Transportation required closing by the
end of 2018. Support in fundraising, in
just a few months, was overwhelming,
but at closing time there was still a
shortage of required funds. A no interest
personal loan towards future fundraising
enabled the purchase to be completed
as contractually required. With the New
Year, donations for the Walker Road
Conservation have continued to be
received, and the original dollar goal has
been exceeded. Those additional funds
will be earmarked for future Walker Road
Conservation projects. It is anticipated
that
the
Walpole
Conservation
Commission will continue to accept taxdeductible donations specifically for the
conservation of this parcel.
This iconic property now belongs
to everyone. What is seen from Route
12 is only a small portion of this rich
agricultural parcel. As can be seen in the
image above, there are actually three
levels to the land leading down to the
river. A dirt pathway follows the ravine
on the southern border. In the spring
the WCC will be holding an open house
on the property to tour and share with
everyone this almost ten acres. At that
time your ideas as to uses for this parcel
will be welcomed.
			

– Ray Boas

(Photo, page 3)

American Precision Museum
New STEM Programs for 2019
Does your child have what it takes to
lead in the 21st century? The American
Precision Museum in Windsor begins
its second season of new Science,
Technology, Engineering & Math (STEM)
programming, and is offering a wide
variety of related activities to prepare
the next generation of problem solvers.
The Junior Apprentice Club introduces
the history of the museum and conducts
weekend events to explore robotics,
mechanical assembly, coding, 3D design
and printing. The museum has also
partnered with Young Hacks Academy,
based in Colchester, Vermont, to offer
three coding and digital design camps
in 2019, beginning in April, including a
girls-only camp. YHA is a program that
uses computer programming, problemsolving, and teamwork to develop realworld leadership skills. There are new
programs for adults as well, including
new interpretive programs to give more
meaning to the objects on exhibit,
a Speaker Series with professionals
and experts in manufacturing and
the environment who will address
manufacturing and climate change.

The museum and visitors
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This summer the museum will also be
hosting at least one “Jeffersonian Dinner”
in which participants enjoy a free dinner
while engaging in a facilitated dialogue
around current social and modern
manufacturing issues. And, even though
the unheated exhibit hall is closed in
the winter, the Education Learning Lab
is open by request and can host small
classes in the Learning Lab. Schools can
also request a staff visit to their classrooms
for individualized STEM and History or
Social Studies programs. To facilitate
many of these programs, the museum is
also offering summer opportunities for
volunteer docents interested in history,
and for high school students to intern in
the working machine shop.
Visit the Museum’s website at www.
americanprecision.org or call Education
Director Scott Davison at 802-674-5781
for more information. The Museum
exhibits are open to the public every
day from Memorial weekend through
October 31.
			

– Scott Davison
Photos Provided
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Alicia Flammia, Chair, Walpole Conservation Commission, signs the deed accepting the Walker Road property
as Select Board members, Cheryl Mayberry, Steve Dalessio, and Peggy Pschirrer look on.

St John’s Church
Offers First Sunday
Organ Concert Series
Beginning February 3, 2019 at 3:00
pm, and five succeeding first Sundays
throughout 2019, St. John’s will host
a series of organ concerts featuring
organist Dr. Christopher Evatt.
Dr. Evatt became organist at St. John’s
in October 2018, and is a staff pianist at
Keene State College. He received his DMA
in Piano Accompanying and Chamber
Music, with a minor emphasis in organ,
from the Eastman School of Music of the
University of Rochester (NY) in 2018. His
doctoral lecture recital, “Reexamining
the Twenty-Four Italian Songs and Arias,”
given with soprano Angela Calabrese,
will be presented at the NATS Eastern
Division Conference at Nazareth College
in March. He will also be giving a concert
of voice and organ music at St. Bernard
in Keene with KSC voice faculty Dan
Carberg and Matt Leese on March 24.
Other upcoming engagements include
performances with the Zenith Ensemble
in Maine in February, at the New
England Intercollegiate Band Festival at
Gordon College in March, and with the
Grand Monadnock Youth Choir’s Cecilia
Ensemble in May. Dr. Evatt has over a
decade of church organist experience,
including at Pinnacle Lutheran Church
in Rochester, NY, and St. John’s UCC in
Coopersberg, PA. He has studied with
Malcolm Matthews, Judith Hancock,
and John Ferguson on organ, and Jean
Barr, Anne Epperson, and David Renner
on piano. He has an MM in Collaborative
Piano and a BM in Piano Performance
from the University of Texas at Austin.

We are delighted to share his
extraordinary gifts with our community!
A donation is requested, and each
concert will benefit a worthy local nonprofit organization, program, or project.
Light refreshments will be served in the
Parish Hall after each performance.
For more information about the
concerts, the organist, the schedule, and
the roster of 2019 beneficiaries, look for
our flyers on the local bulletin boards
or visit http://www.stjohnswalpole.org/
concerts.
– Mary Schoppmeyer

3

Continued from Page 1: Seniors

profit neighbor-helpingneighbor model, where
members can make one
call and get help for those
many little things that
can make living at home
possible for many more
years – getting rides to
appointments,
locating
pre-screened
quality
service providers, and even
having a volunteer come to
screw in a lightbulb that’s
too high to reach! It’s these
little things that make all
the difference in one’s ability to stay at
home longer.
Senior loneliness and isolation is
another problem that RVSAH will
address. We will encourage and assist
our members to take advantage of
lectures, performances, meals, exercise
classes, movies and other events
– where the mind, body and senses
will be stimulated. And we will offer, if
requested, scheduled wellness calls for
additional peace of mind.
For RVSAH members, when you call
there will be a friendly voice on the other
end of the line. We have a motivated
and wonderful group of local volunteers
ready and willing to help and, when

more expert help
is needed, a list of
reliable professionals,
many of whom offer
a senior discount. So
join now!
We are currently in
our launch phase, so
it’s the perfect time
to give River Valley
Seniors at Home a
try. For only $100,
you will get a 6 month
membership (a special
rate for launch phase
only).
By signing
up, you can help us confirm the extent
of need for this kind of service, and
also help us iron out any initial kinks or
glitches – all while you benefit from the
services we offer. But most importantly,
you can guarantee that the services of
RVSAH will be there for others who need
it now, and will be there for you when
and if you need it in the future.
For more information, visit our website
at rivervalleyseniorsathome.org. Or visit
our Facebook page.
So please give us a call (603-7564861) and sign up today. Or email me at
rivervalleyseniorsathome@gmail.com.
Help us help others – neighbor to
neighbor. 		
– Tara Sad
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Walpole Historical Society
Moved and Seconded:
Town Meeting in New Hampshire
Rebecca Rule, drawing on research
from her delightful book, Moved
and Seconded: Town Meeting in New
Hampshire, the Present, the Past, and
the Future, will address the Walpole
Historical Society’s gathering on Friday,
February 15, in the Walpole Town Hall at
7:00 pm. She will tell stories of the rituals,
traditions, and history of Town Meeting,
including the perennial characters, the
literature, the humor, and the wisdom of
this uniquely New England institution.
Rebecca is the author of eleven books,
including N is for New Hampshire; Headin’
for the Rhubarb: a NH Dictionary (well
kinda); as well as the children’s picture
book, The Iciest Diciest Scariest Sled Ride
Ever. For ten years, she hosted The New
Hampshire Authors Series on NHPTV, and
currently hosts Our Hometown, also on
NHPTV. She has a Doctor of Humane
Letters from New England College and
has been collecting and telling stories
of New Hampshire and New England for
more than 25 years.
This event is funded courtesy of The
New Hampshire Humanities Council and
is free and open to all. Refreshments will
also be available.
– Sally McGaffigan

Budget Hearing
February 7, 2019,
5:30 pm at Town Hall
The Select Board looks forward to
seeing as many citizens as possible at
our annual budget hearing Thursday,
February 7, 2019. It is our opportunity to
present and discuss the 2019 budget in
advance of Town Meeting, scheduled for
March 16, 2019. This 2019 budget is the
result of work which started in September
with a proposed budget from each town
department. We begin every year with a
goal of level funding the budget. Some
line items are beyond our control: health
insurance, after a drop in 2018, rose 10.5
% in 2019. Employees will once again
receive an increase of only 2%, which,
after the increase in health insurance, is
often less than 1%.
The Recycling Department has an
increase in staff: an administrator has
been added to handle office duties. A
position was added to the Highway
Department two years ago that has
proved an excellent model for allowing
the Director to be more involved in floor
management. A part time position in
Town Hall for daily maintenance has
been increased to full time: that person
is also cleaning the Library and the Police
Station. The personnel increases also
include the first full year for the Police
officer approved in an earlier budget.
Our unassigned fund balance, a
healthy $1,700,000, will allow us to fund
$200,000 of building equipment repairs,
as well as $200,000 for a much needed
new truck. We will still meet the States’s
requirement that we maintain a healthy
unassigned fund balance. The Warrant
articles, which will be presented to the
voters during Annual Meeting, will come
from taxes, should they be approved.
That amount will be another $123,178
on a budget total of $3,877.989. Those
warrant articles propose a new bobcat
for recycling, a new police car in the
rotation plan started two years ago, a
new basketball court, as well as the usual
CRF savings for Highway and the Police
Department.
The Select Board is very mindful of our
obligations to be fiscally responsible; we
are also keenly aware that our tax bills
include more than the Town’s budget:
County taxes rose 17% this year, largely
attributable to Maplewood renovations.
Fall Mt School District and the Fire
District also add to our tax rate, and they
are never static.
Join us for conversation February 7 at
5:30 pm at Town Hall.
		

Controversial School Budget Hearing Issue
Potential Significant Effect
on Walpole Students & Taxpayers
On the night of February 6, at 6:30 pm in
the Fall Mountain High School Auditorium
the budget meeting (Deliberative Session)
will be held. The district budget will be
discussed and voted on. The proposed
budget and warrant articles can be viewed
at www.sau60.org.
Charlestown has created a committee
which has voted 3-2 in favor of a conducting
a study to examine their withdrawal from
the district. They are now asking district
voters to approve a warrant in the amount
of $30,000 to fund their study.
Based on the district’s current funding
formula, all towns fund their own Pre-K
through Eighth Grade. The High School
and Administration are funded based on a
five-point formula. The chairperson of the
Charlestown Withdrawal Committee was
one of the architects of the current formula
when it was devised fifteen years ago. They
now feel this formula to be unfair.
One of their proposals is to send
Charlestown students to other area High
Schools, including Springfield, VT and
Stevens. The other proposal is to change
the High School and Administrative
funding formulas to 50% ADM (Average
Daily Membership) and 50% property
valuation.
If the first proposal passes and
Charlestown leaves the High School, many

– Walpole Select Board
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options are being weighed to make up for
the loss in student population. One of the
options is to consider sending the Walpole
and Vilas Middle School students to the
High School. This would mean sixth grade
students in the same building with twelfth
graders.
If the second proposal to change the
funding formula passes, taxpayers in the
Town of Walpole would see their cost
per student rise from approximately
$16,000 per student to $20,000 per
student. Charlestown taxpayers would
see their per student cost decreased from
approximately $9,000 to $6,000. These
amounts are based on what the towns
owe, after receiving State and Federal Aid.
We should all be appreciative of Sam
Jacobs and his staff for doing an excellent
job of teaching our children. The school
rating site www.niche.com grades the
Walpole School and A-, proof that our
children are receiving a quality education
from a caring staff. Also, this may be a
reason why Walpole has many young
families looking to move to our town.
At the last deliberative session
Charlestown had a strong contingent
of voters who proceeded to vote down
most of the issues raised including the
budget. We need a strong showing of
Walpole voters of all ages to support our
schools, our children, and our town.
			

– Wes Vickers

Welcome Aboard
Let’s give a warm welcome to our
new Manager of the Walpole Recycling
Center, Benjamin Hoy.
A resident of Surry, Benjamin (Ben)
became manager last December and has
been impressed with our Center from
day one. As Ben said, “Walpole takes
recycling very seriously, and that makes
my job a lot of fun.” And Ben mentioned
that, throughout the state, Walpole is
recognized as having one of the best
community recycling centers.
One of Ben’s short term goals are to
expand the youth collaboration program
started by his predecessor, Paul Colburn.
Students at the Walpole school recycle
everything they can on campus, then all
is picked up and brought to the center.
As Ben pointed out, “The kids are better
recyclers than adults in many cases, and
are pushing their parents to recycle.”
Fall Mountain students volunteer at the
center as well, and the eighth graders
even repainted the front of the main
building in bright, inviting colors.
As a long term goal, Ben wants to
expand composting center. “It’s possible
to make compost into a commodity that
can generate additional monies for the
Center’s operation.” Right now, cardboard
is the biggest money maker.

From left to right: Attendant Greg Given, Office assistant/attendant
Erica Sweeney, new manager Ben Hoy, and attendant Viki Brehio.
Ben wants us to know that, since he
started, he has been impressed by the
energy and dedication of the volunteers
who are critical to the Center’s operation,
and is grateful for the marvelous support
from everyone at town hall. And he
wants us to recognize the certified
team members who continue to be
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a very important part of the Center’s
operation.
So the next time you’re at the Recycling
Center, give a ‘Walpolean’ welcome to
Ben, and a big time ‘thank you’ to the
team. And please consider becoming a
much needed volunteer.
			

- Eric Merklein

Walpole Unitarian
Discussion Series
Our Tuesday discussion series, led by
Rev. Elaine Bomford resumes in February
at Hastings Memorial Parish House
from 10:30 am to 12:00 noon. Topics are
drawn from Krista Tippetts’ On Being
program, and links to each program
and corresponding transcript/audio
are included here so you can listen or
read before each date. Printed copies
of interviews may be made available for
participants upon request. Members of
the wider community are welcome.
February 12 – Wondrous Doubt
Stephen Batchelor’s secular Buddhism
speaks to the mystery and vitality
of spiritual life in every form. For
him, secularism opens to doubt and
questioning as a radical basis for spiritual
life
https://onbeing.org/programs/
stephen-batchelor-wondrous-doubtmar2018/
February 26 – The Magic Shop of the Brain
Brain surgeon James Doty is on the
cutting edge of our knowledge of the
brain and the heart: how they talk to
each other; what compassion means
in the body and in action; and how we
can reshape our lives and perhaps our
species through the scientific and human
understanding we are now gaining.
https://onbeing.org/programs/jamesdoty-the-magic-shop-of-the-brain/
(Program Descriptions from www.
onbeing.org)		
– Wendy Harty

Walpole Unitarian
February Schedule
February Services: 10:00 am
February 3, Circle Sunday: Our annual
Chocolate Communion led by Dorothy
Read. Circle Sundays are held at Hastings
Memorial Parish House, Union Street,
behind the church.
February 10, Obituaries, Eulogies and
Legacies: Both a light-hearted and serious
look at how people are remembered
after they die, in print, spoken word, and
the longer lasting impact. This service
is led by Kathy Harm of the Rutland UU
Church.
February 17, Glimpses of Abraham
Lincoln: To reground ourselves in the
inherent decency of humanity, this
President’s Day Sunday we spend the
service with the words, stories, humor
and wisdom of Abraham Lincoln. Led by
Rev. Elaine Bomford.
February 24, The Moon: Since the dawn
of time and in our earliest memories, the
moon has intrigued and inspired human
beings. Rev. Elaine Bomford reflects on
the “jewel of the night.”
– Wendy Harty

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their
next regular luncheon at 12:00 noon
on Monday, February 18, 2019, at the
First Congregational Church. We will
welcome Chairman, Peggy Pschirrer of
the Walpole Foundation as our speaker,
and committee member Raynie Laware.
Everyone is asked to bring a dish to share
with the members. Bring a friend and
enjoy some great food and fellowship.
– Jan Martin
			

Friendly Meals
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens
will hold their monthly dinner on Friday,
February 22 at St. Peter’s Church in
North Walpole. The meal will be served
at noon. On the menu will be chicken-nbiscuit, mashed cauliflower, spinach, and
birthday cake for dessert.
Friendly Meals are open to senior
citizens (60+) from all area towns and
are available on a donation basis.
Reservations are essential, as seating is
limited. Call Gia at 352-2253 by 11:00 am
on Wednesday, February 20.
Arrive early and have your blood
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In clinic. A
wellness nurse from Home Healthcare,
Hospice and Community Services will
be available from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm
to check blood pressures and answer
questions about home care and general
health concerns you may have.
The Friendly Meals and Nurse Is In
clinics are programs of Home Healthcare,
Hospice and Community Services, a
Monadnock United Way agency.
			

– Lara Larson

Non-fiction Book Group
A Civil Discourse
On Monday February 11 at 6:00 pm at the
Bridge Memorial Library, Michael Cataldo,
a Book Club Member, will be leading a
discussion on the United States National
Debt. Tax policy, inflation, interest rates,
currency value and debt, all subjects we
just as soon not know about. We willfully
avoid their study. Join us on a February
night and confront them head on. For
reading material, Michael asks that we
go through the well-organized NonFiction documentation of Wikipedia: The
National Debt of the United Sates. For
more information, call Ron at 756-3695
		

º– Ron MacLachlan
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First Congregational
Thank You!
Thank you to our community for your
support of our Christmas Eve Service
collection for the Veterans of the Cross.
The $1,300 raised will help retired clergy
who rely on financial support in their
retirement years, and clergy facing
difficulties in their lives when unforeseen
events happen.
February Activities
Rev. David Stinson, our bridge interim
minister, is conducting a Bible study
series on Wednesdays at 4:00 pm through
February 13. We’re studying the New
Testament book of Colossians, a short
meaningful letter from Paul while in
prison in Rome.
Rev. Gordon Rankin, the New
Hampshire United Church of Christ
Senior Conference minister, will be in the
pulpit on Sunday, February 10.
The church and our youth are putting
together five Emergency Cleanup
Buckets and five Hygiene Kits for Church
World Service. Church World Service
was created in 1946 in the United States
with a mission of feeding the hungry
and helping those in need. The buckets
are filled with fourteen specific items
that provide assistance to communities
affected by flooding, tornados and other
disasters. They are valued at $75 each.
The hygiene kits have seven specific
items in them and are handed out in
the face of natural disasters, violence
or grinding poverty where they can
mean the difference between sickness
and health for struggling families. One
hygiene kit is valued at $15.
Sunday, February 3, is Souper Bowl
Sunday. At 11:15 am, the church will be
selling over twenty different homemade
soups. You’ll have a hard time finding
a better variety of soups in one place
in Walpole! Tasty food to take home.
Containers are provided. Payment is by
donation. Come by and select a soup or
two and enjoy it during the Super Bowl.
All the money received will be given to
the Fall Mountain Food Shelf and Our
Place.
There will be a movie night on
Saturday, February 16 at 6:00 pm. The
movie will be I Can Only Imagine, about
the life of the lead singer in the Christian
music group MercyMe. Pizza and punch
will be provided.
– Chuck Shaw

Campaign Wrap-up
Saturday morning, January 19, Bridge
Memorial Librarywelcomed the Walpole
community to a celebratory Open House.
A Thank You banner hung from the porch,
members of the Library Board greeted
and thanked patrons, and coffee, juiice
and donuts (courtesy of Allen Brothers)
were enjoyed by all. It was the Library’s
way of expressing thanks for such broad
and generous community support. (The
library also “spoke” for itself – portraits
throughout the building, and a stuffed
bear, sported captions expressing their
appecation.)
For a formal Thank You and listing of all
donors, see page 9.
While the start of construction is
several months off, planning continues
in several areas. Appropraite furniture
for bothe refurbished Community Room
and the relocated Children’s Room is a
critical part of the project. Furnishings
in the Community Room must echo the
late-19th Century style of the Reading
Room. Historical accuracy is not a factor
in the Children’s Room, but ideally, it
should conform with the overall Library
interior. The Children’s Room furniture
is being underwritten by a donation
from former Walpole resident, David
McCullough – in memory of his late wife,
Susan, a long-time Walpole Elementary
School teacher. Committee members
have been visiting manufacturers and
considering options.
The relocated stack room is also a focal
point. During 2018 – after the campaign
goal had ben set – the advantages of
an automated, movable stacks system
became apparent. According to Library
Director Justine Fafara, “A movable
stack shelving system will allow for an

The Library in February
Holiday Hours
The library will be closed Monday
February 18th in observance of
President’s Day.
One-on-One
Technology Appointments
Did you get a new gadget for
Christmas and have no idea how to use
it? Whether it’s a laptop, kindle, phone
or something else, Julie and Justine are
ready and willing to help! You can book a
half hour appointment at the library with
Julie or Justine on Monday evenings
between 5:30 and 7pm and Wednesday
afternoons between 1 and 2:30pm. None
of those times work for you? Julie and
Justine are pretty flexible and would be
happy to work with your schedule to
find a better time to meet at the library.
To schedule an appointment, call the

Visitors to the Library Open House

Hudson Bridge expresses his appreciation.

increased capacity of 50% for our fiction
and non-fiction collections, which means
we can buy more books and discard fewer
books each year. The system will also
easily create ADA-compliant, accessible
aisles, so everyone can access our books.”
Donations in excess of the $448,000 goal
wiill be applied to their installation –
including a recently received grant from
the Mascoma Foundation specifically for
that purpose.
As the project moves on from
fundraising, we wish to recognize local
businesses for their active commitment
to the campaign (e.g. Edward Jones
underwriting of the High Tea; E. E.
library at 756-9806, e-mail Julie at jrios@
walpoletownlibrary.org or e-mail Justine
at jfafara@walpoletownlibrary.org
Winter Break Activities for Kids
Our normal kids programs (story time,
wiggle time and maker play) are canceled
the week of Winter Break (February
18th-22nd) but we will have two special
programs. On Tuesday the 19th we’ll be
showing a movie on the big screen at
10am. Feel free to bring a snack. Keep an
eye on Facebook and our website www.
walpoletownlibrary.org to see which
movie we’ll be showing.
On Thursday the 21st we’ll have
open play from 10am-12pm. We’ll have
the laptops out for the older kids to do
coding. We’ll also have Magformers,
building blocks and board games
available. Plus the toys that are always
available in the children’s room will be
out for smaller children. Stop by for a bit
or stay for the whole two hours.
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Houghton Co. for it’s
challenge match, Distant
Hill
Gardens
Open
Garden Weekend; Cynthia Reeves Gallery
for its Wine Tasting, and Spencer’s Place
for sharing a Sunday morning’s breakfast
business), and what amounted to
thousands of dollars worth of in-kind
donations from: Bellows House Bakery,
Diamond Pizza, The Walpole Clarion,
Shaw’s, Kathleen Rogers, Labyrinth
Communications, and Allen Brothers.
Special thanks go to Library Board
Treasurer, Kathy Nerrie for her meticulous
processing of donations and pledges
throughout the year – critical not only to
an accurate tracking of the bottom line,
but also in facilitating prompt mailing of
Thank You letters to donors.
– Jan Kobeski
			
Tax Cuts Presentation
Please join the Monadnock Capital
Group Wealth Managers and Nathan
Wechsler CPA’s Monday February 25th
6:30-8:00 pm at the Walpole Town Library
for Examining the Tax Cuts and Job Act
presentation. We’ll discuss the sweeping
tax law changes and what they mean
for you and planning opportunities
and strategies you don’t want to
miss out on. Registration is strongly
recommended. Please email Joshua.
houle@stewardpartners.com or www.
monadnockcapitalgroup.com. For more
information please call 338-0515.
Also mark your calendar for March 11th
at 6:30 when Josh and the Monadnock
Capital Group will be back for their
presentation on Social Security. Check
back next month for more details.
		

– Justine Fafara

“I sincerely hope for the welfare of the town and its citizens
that a free and full use will be made of the Library
and that it will be kept strictly and solely for the purpose
for which it is erected.”
			
• Hudson E. Bridge, August 14, 1891

Thank You…

To the entire Walpole Community…
and beyond.
Your generosity since fall, 2017 has been breathtaking.
The Bridge Memorial Library Renovation Campaign has raised
more than $450,000 – primarily from Walpole residents and businesses. 
Thanks to all of you, Hudson Bridge’s 1891 gift has been renewed…and his hope confirmed.
David & Ellen Adams
Myles & Nancy Alderman
Allen Brothers
Robert & Louise Anderson
Antonia Andreoli
Joanna Andros
Anonymous - 3
Applied Bolting Technology
Mary Armbruster & Michael Cataldo
Ruth Ashoury
Bill & Kathy Baldasano
Doris Barratt
Adrian Basora
Jim & Pam Baucom
Katie Beam
Tom Beaudry
Samantha Beckwith
Joe & Mary Beer
Joshua & Ajlan Beer
Bellows Falls Womans Club
Bellows House Bakery
Marilou Blaine
Bowman Dental
Kathryn Bowry
Barbara Brackett
Anita Brockman
Don & Katie Brown
Deb & Jim Brunelle
Lisa & Stephen Bryan
Constance Burns
Ken Burns
I Tucker Burr
Jennifer Burr
Shirley Byczkowski
Catherine Byrnes
C&S Wholesale Grocers/Gina Goff
Mary Ellen Cannon
Shirley Capron
Philip & Linda Carroll
Tim Cartin
Caitlin & Chris Caserta
Jackie Caserta & Tim Caspersen
Noel & Laura Cassidy
The Catherwood Family Fund
of The Philadelphia Foundation
Janet & Bruce Chamberlin
Grace Chandler
George & Georgiana Cheney
Liz Collinsworth
Joseph & Marina Coneeny
Curtis & Eliazbeth Congdon
Marilyn Cook
Carole & John Cramer
George Cramer
Sidney Craven
Heid & Patrick Crotty
Tom Crouse & Kashiyo Enokido
Bruce Cudd
Steve & Susan Dalessio
Judith Daniels
Phil & Gale Davis
David & Lilla DeCoste
Eno & Kathleen Depasquale
Kara Dexter
Andrew & Annette Dey

Charles & Phoebe Dey
Diamond Pizza
Peg Dion
Distant Hill Gardens
Dooley Nielsen Associates
Sarah Downing
Barbara Dretzin
Josh & Jamie Druke
Dayton & Dianne Duncan
Paulina Dupont-Passigli
Thomas Durnford & Lisa Clouet
Fred & Ellie Ernst
Justine & Alex Fafara
Carol Failla
First Congregational Church
Womens Fellowship
Flatness Specialists
Catherine & William Fletcher
Juliette M. Fleuriel
Tim Foley
Grechen Fowler
Friends of the Walpole Town Library
Emily & Ivar Frithsen
Jessica Fuller - Edward Jones
Steve & Stephanie Fuller
Galloway Real Esatate
Jerome & Nancy Galloway
Karen Galloway
Marcia Galloway
Tina Giakoumis
Doris Goguen
Francoise Gooding
Eric & Ting Gough
Peggy Graves
Robert & Kerry Grenier
John Hansel
Bob & Marti Harrington
Harrison Famiy
Charles & Karen Hartman
Michael & Ann Haslam
Molly Healy
Jack & Stephanie Heddon
Elaine Heleen
Marilyn Hicks
Randy & Shelley Hicks
Ralph & Gloria Hodgkins
Michael & Cheryl Hoffman
Terry & Marya Holcomb
Cherie Holmes & Yvonne Goldsberry
Nathalie Houder
Everett E. Houghton Co.
June Houghton & Denise Davis
Ritva Houghton
William & Nancianne Houghton
Rock & Patricia Houstoun
Houstoun Grandchildren
Amy Howard
John & Carol Hubbard
Megan Hughes
Barbara Hunter
Stanley & Deborah Hutchings
Bev Hutton
Fran & Max Imhoff
Maureen Jennings
Mark & Bronia Jenson

Carroll Johnson
David & Andrea Johnson
Dwight Juliani
Kate Kelly
Bob & Lynne Kimball
Jan & Jean Kobeski
Lynn & Gene Kossakoski
Meg Kupiec & Wayne Miller
Labyrinth Communications
Gail LaHaise
Barbara Langman
Joan Larkin
Nora Larsen
LaValley Building Supply
Victor J.W. Lawrence,M.D.
Sheila & Charlie Lennon
Tim & Mary Therese Lester
Lesle Lewis
Barbara Lounsbury
Cynthia Lytle
Pat & Ron Maclachlan
Krystyna & Dennis Marcom
Gretchen Markiewicz
Alice Marks
Donna Marsha
Caryn Marshall & John Corcoran
Mascoma Bank Foundation
David McCullough
Sally McGaffigan
Mary McHugh
Kenneth McKeen
Jon McClaren & Christopher Sink
Robert & Sandra Miller
Mary Louise & Charles Montgomery
Mary Morris & Rowland Harvey
Rosalie Mougin
Art & Tamar Moyer
Patti & Jim Neal
Jack & Nancy Neary
Roberta Nelson
Kathy & Michael Nerrie
NHCF Grant
NHDNR - Moose Plate Grant
Diane & Ernie Nichols
Todd Nielsen & Patricia Dooley
Carolyn Norback
Anne Nordstrom & William Batesole
Scott & Judith Northcott
Alejandra Pallais & Chris Carbone
Robert & Margaret Palmer
Peter & Jennifer Palmiotto
Eleuthera Paulina DuPont Passigli
Becky Pearson
Bill & Dutchie Perron
Clifford & Wilhelmina Peters
Charles Phillips
Brian & Kerry Pickering
Pinnacleview Equipment
Barbara Plumley
Peggy Pschirrer
Lisa Putnam
Mark & Carole Putnam
Ann & Marc Rasinsky
Kenneth & Mary Reed
Lynne & Bill Reed

Cynthia Reeves Gallery
Sarah Reeves
Brenda Rich
Clare & Ken Richard
Julie & Jaime Rios
Jean Robinson
M. Ann Rogers
Kathleen Rogers
Pam & Bill Rohdenberg
David Sanchez-Navarro & Lori Frandino
Wendy Sanctuary
Meg Sanger
Savings Bank of Walpole
Joseph & Sonia Sawyer
Evie Schuff
Beverly Seipel
Donald & Jana Sellarole
Chuck & Ellie Shaw
Shaw’s
Franklin Sibley
Mark Silbey
Griffin Sivret & Andrea Vickers-Sivret
James Skofield
Jane Skofield
Loretta Smith
Meredith & Errol Sowers
Spencer’s Place
The St. John Family
The Stahl Family
Travis Stellfox
Mervin & Geraldine Stevens
Warren & Paula Stevens
Lt. Col. Charles Street
Sugar Face & Co. (Jakes Market)
James & Mary Suozzi
Margaret Suttles
Elle Carriere & Mac Talmadge
Thursday Book Club
Fritze Till
Mark & Deborah Timon
George & Sheila Tsitonis
Bill & Kris Tyson
Julianne Vance
Beth Vickers
Valerie Vincent-Horton
Walker Vose
Brenda Wallace
Kristyn Wallace & Christofer Curven
Walpole Foudation
Town of Walpole
Walpole Veterinary Hospital
Walpole Village Salon
Lucy McVitty Weber
Heather & George Wells
James B. & Linda Whittaker
Andrew & Marilyn Wilking
Janet & Ernest Wilson
Tom & Christine Winmill
Rutherford Witthus & Stefan Stefanko
Women of Walpole
Dale & Bonnie Woodward
John Wozmak
Thelma Zak
The Walpole Clarion
The Walpole Seniors

Great River Food Co-op
New President Appointed
The Great River Food Co-op, a startup
co-operative grocery store coming to
Walpole, has appointed Steve Fortier as
President of its Board of Directors. After
five years as President of the Co-Op Board,
Kim Mastrianni is moving to the role of
Treasurer. Before moving to Langdon to
start a sheep farm, Mastrianni’s career
was in finance at some of the nation’s
largest multinational corporations.
Replacing Mastrianni as the Co-Op’s
chief volunteer officer is its founding
President, Steve Fortier of Alstead.
Fortier was the Co-Op’s first—and along
with Mastrianni, only—President having
served from its incorporation in late 2010
through 2014. Fortier stepped down
when he was elected President of the
Keene State College Parents Association.
“I’m excited to step back into a leadership
role at this time,” Fortier exclaims. “In
2019, we’ll mobilize the passion and

talents of our 800 members and other
community partners to make our shared
vision a reality.”
Fortier’s main focus at this time is on
recruiting a strong and diverse board
that brings together the skills and
experiences necessary at this stage of
the organization’s development. “We
need more expertise on our board and
committees in retail management,
business start-up, events management,
and fundraising. We also need to better
reflect the region we’ll serve… so, we
need people with skills in these areas
who work or live on the Vermont side of
the river, in particular,” Fortier adds.
Those interested in getting involved
are encouraged to contact Steve Fortier
at president@greatriver foodcoop.
com or 603-903-2602.To learn more about
joining the Great River Co-op, please visit
http://www.greatriverfoodcoop.com/
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
GreatRiverCoop.
– Stacey Nachajski

10

Gleanings

from the Town Minutes

Hooper Trustees - January 10, 2019 At the recent Hooper Institute meeting,
Mrs. Eloise Clark, Director of Hooper
Institute, announced her intention to
retire at the end of this school year. The
search committee for a new Director
will include the Hooper Trustees, the
Hooper Institute/Board of Directors and
a representative from the school.
Select Board - January 10, 2019
- Warrant Articles Moderator for the
annual Town Meeting, Mr. William
Houghton, is retiring. Mr. Houghton has
also retired as the Town’s Fire Warden.
Mr. Vose has asked Mrs. Lucy Weber to fill
in as the Warrant Articles Moderator for
the March 2019 Town Meeting.
Select Board - January 10, 2019 - 12
Westminster St. Former Westberg Estate
Properties Update: Walpole has received
two letters from the DES approving
Walpole’s application for the Covenant
Grant. In one letter, the DES stated that, if
Walpole receives the $500,000 Covenant
Grant, the DES will give Walpole $100,000.
Steve Rickerich of Ransom Consulting
has been writing the scientific portion
of the grant application, which describes
the nature of the contamination and
the three potential ways to correct
the problem. Walpole has selected the
option that removes all the soils.
The first public hearing was held
January 17, 2019, to review a draft
proposal for a 2019 EPA Brownfields
Cleanup Grant. The Proposed Brownfields
Cleanup Grant is for the former Central
Plating site formerly owned by the Nils
Westberg Estate, now owned by the
Town of Walpole.

Select Board - January 10, 2019 In discussing a Planning Board 2019
Warrant Article, Mr. Dalessio explained
that the prior warrant, which prevented
the building of another recycling center
unless the center was licensed by the
Town, was deemed unenforceable
under the Ruggiero court decision. This
new Article 3 therefore reverses that
unenforceable zoning regulation and
clarifies zoning regulations that will apply
to future recycling center applications.
Zoning Board - January 6, 2019 The Board received an update of the
proposed sections of the Master Plan
that will be worked on if the Town passes
the budget for work on the Master Plan
at Town Meeting. Approved funds will
go to Southwest Regional Planning
Commission for the work. Planner
Lisa Murphy of the commission has
identified three sections to begin work
on: Implementation Chapter: to look at
the goals, objectives and strategies of
each chapter; Population and Housing:
and the Transportation Chapter.
Select Board - January 3, 2019 - A Quit
Claim Deed for the properties formerly
owned by the Estate of Nils Westberg,
and now owned by the Town of Walpole,
was recorded January 3, 2019. The deed
transfers to the Town two tracts of land
behind the Walpole Tavern and Mascoma
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Bank. It includes a Right-of-Way between
Joanie Joan’s Eatery and Baked Goods
and the Griswold House that eventually
will be transferred to the Walpole
Foundation. The legal designation of
the Right-of-Way will be changed to
Driveway. Once changed, and made part
of the deed for the Griswold House, it will
be posted as “Not a Thru-Way”.
Select Board - January 3, 2019 Citizen’s Report from Cheshire Turnpike:
Mrs. Pschirrer stated that citizens’
comments and complaints are welcomed
by the Selectboard. However, people
should identify themselves when making
requests of the Selectboard so that
issues can be resolved as satisfactorily as
possible for all parties involved.
Staff Meeting - December 20, 2018
- Police Department - There were over
200 arrests this past year, which is the
highest yearly recorded amount for
Walpole. There is a tremendous amount
of paperwork that goes with processing
arrests. Mrs. Pschirrer asked about
deaths due to drug overdoses in Walpole
over the past year. Chief Paquette said
there were several overdoses, and 3
deaths over an 18-month period. There
are additional deaths that are under
investigation. 		
– Ray Boas

How Should You Respond to Wild Swings
In Financial Markets?
What’s going on with the financial
markets? Specifically, what’s behind the
price swings of the past several weeks?
And, more important, how should you,
as an individual investor, respond?
To begin with, the recent volatility was
not really all that extraordinary. The daily
drops pushed U.S. stocks down about 10%
from their recent record highs, although
they have regained some of that ground.
A 10% drop represents a “correction” –
not a crash – and historically, corrections
have occurred about once a year.
So what seems to have caused these
market jitters? Here are the key culprits:
• Anticipated slowdown in economic
growth and corporate earnings. The stock
market is forward-looking – investors
make decisions based on what they
think will happen. And right now, many
investors are anticipating a slowdown in
economic growth (partially due to higher
tariffs and trade disputes) and corporate
earnings (as the jolt from the corporate
tax cuts begins to fade). We may still see
reasonably strong economic growth and
corporate profits, but possibly not at the
same level as we had for much of 2018.
• Rising interest rates – The Federal
Reserve raised interest rates in 2018. While
higher rates are not bad for all market
sectors, they can slow the expansion
plans for many businesses, resulting in
reduced growth prospects. The Fed may
continue its gradual rate increases, but
investors are closely watching for any
signs that might lead the Fed either to
pause or increase rates more rapidly.
• Slowing global economy – The global
economy is growing more slowly than
expected, resulting in lower returns for
international stocks and a particularly
sharp decline in emerging markets.
While it’s useful to understand the
factors causing the recent stock market
gyrations, you’ll want to focus primarily
on what you can control. Consider these
suggestions:
• Keep realistic expectations. Try to
maintain realistic expectations about how
your investments are likely to perform
over time. After five years in which the
S&P 500’s returns have averaged almost
14% per year, we may well be in for a
period of more typical returns, possibly
in the 5% to 6% range. As always, though,
there are no guarantees when it comes
to anticipating the performance of the
financial markets.

• Review your mix of investments.
From time to time, and sometimes in
response to changing market conditions,
you may need to change the mix of
investments in your portfolio. So, for
example, if higher market volatility
makes you uncomfortable, you may
want to consider adding bonds or other
fixed-income vehicles, as these types of
investments tend to stabilize stockheavy
portfolios during turbulent times.
• Don’t get scared away from
investing. You may not like seeing multihundredpoint plunges in the Dow Jones
Industrial Average, but don’t get scared
off from investing. After all, recent stock
market history has taught the value of
patience: If you had given up on investing
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in March 2009, at the market’s low point
in the Great Recession, you would have
missed out on the 300 percent gains
achieved before the current round of
volatility. Of course, the market’s past
performance can’t guarantee what will
happen next.
The financial markets will always
fluctuate – sometimes violently. But as an
investor, you should strive for calmness,
patience and discipline – because
these attributes can help you look past
today’s headlines toward the future you
envision.
This article was written by Edward
Jones for use by your local Edward Jones
Financial Advisor.

How many of you have read the
children’s book Owl Moon by Jane
Yolen? It’s the story of a young child
and her father as they go “owling” by
full moonlight in the winter. The father
imitates the hoot of a great horned owl
and eventually an owl responds. Time
seems suspended as they stare at the owl
caught in the beam of a flashlight. It’s a
very enriching adventure to have in midwinter, an outdoor trek by moonlight.
Why would an owl respond to a call
from a human imitator at this time of
year? Great horned owls begin to nest
this month! An owl calling might be a
potential mate or a rival. But don’t birds
nest in the springtime? While most do,
great horned owls begin now because
of an increase in the number of roaming
skunks who also happen to be seeking
mates. This protein rich food supply is just
what baby owlets need. Unfortunately
for the skunk, great horned owls are not
bothered by their smell.
According to David Allen Sibley (The
Sibley Guide to Birds) the great horned
owl “has a deep, muffled hooting in
rhythmic series hoo hoodoo hoooo hoo”.
Great horned owls are 22” long with a 44”
wingspan. They weigh about 3 pounds,
quite a lot for a bird. They are masters
of camouflage with their mottled brown,
gray and black markings. Eastern birds
have rusty brown facial feathers framing

bright yellow eyes. The tufts on the top
of the head are unmistakable. They are
also well equipped for winter cold with
feathers covering their scaly legs and
feet.
It’s rare to see a great horned owl,
although they are supposed to be
widespread. Not so with the barred
owl. This is our most visible winter
owl. It’s tall, about 21 inches, with a 42”
wingspan. It weighs only about half as
much as the great horned owl. As they
perch, we notice brown vertical “bars” or
streaks on the chest and belly. Its head is
domed without tufts. The heart-shaped
facial pattern frames deep chocolate
brown eyes and a yellow bill. According
to Sibley the barred owl “is clear voiced,
expressive, hooting/barking hoo hoo
ho-ho, hoo ho ho-hooooaw”. It’s been
translated into “Who cooks for you, who
cooks for you, all”.
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Sometimes barred owls are mistaken
for snowy owls, an occasional visitor from
the north. Male snowy owls are sparkling
white with smaller black marks. It’s a
much larger owl with yellow eyes and
a black bill. The female snowy owls do
have more brown on their bodies so this
may be where the confusion lies. Snowy
owls are diurnal and very visible when
they reach our area from the Arctic, as
they did in 2017-18. They are used to the
field-like expanse of the Arctic tundra,
not forests. Sometimes people will call
“barred” owls “barn” owls, probably
from the similar sound of the names.
However, barn owls live further to our
south. Their range reaches into southern
New England and not New Hampshire.
These two large woodland owls
depend upon cavities in large old trees
for nesting, or the top of a large dead
snag will do as well. Like all raptors,
owls are predators with sharp talons and
beaks. They are the nocturnal equivalent
of hawks. All raptors are very important
to help control prey species ranging in
size from insects and mice to rabbits
and yes, skunks. Owl shapes are very
distinctive, with broad, long wings, short
tails and a flat profile to the face. Barred
owls look especially ghostlike as they sail
through the forest, spirits of the night.
Consider an outing during the February
full moon. Cast your owl hoots into the
chill moonlit air and see whooo replies!

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

Excavation for by-pass completed. The Depot
Hill road can be seen coming from the lower left
of image. Station now gone, Bridge Coal and
Grain Store still standing.

named Buckley lived in a
freight car located here. The
family did not own the land,
but had rights to use it that
were granted them in a will.
Many children were afraid of
Mrs. Buckley, thinking she was
a witch.

...the high bank to the east

of the Westminster Bridge was carved
out further for construction of the Route
12 Bypass? In addition; homes atop the
hill were moved or demolished; Woodard
Florist property was taken, necessitating
its wood-working shop be torn down, its
activities then moved to Flat Street; the
road down Depot Hill was removed and
Westminster Street became a dead end;
the Bridge Coal and Grain Store relocated
to Main Street; and the railroad station,
built in 1905, was demolished in 1958.
From Hall’s Crossing north, the new
road bisected undeveloped land,
particularly the Fanny Mason Forest that
was bequeathed to the Town in 1948.
Two rest areas were created on the new
Route 12 as it passes through the forest.
Nothing stood in the way of construction
until reaching the bridge crossing the
river to Westminster. At the bridge a
wider swath of flat land was needed for
the new road, resulting in the moving of
much earth.
The property records and family
ownership on Depot Hill, overlooking
the river and bridge, becomes confusing.
Closest to the railroad station on the
early 1890s map (illustrated at the
bottom of page 17) were homes owned
by Mrs. Harty and the Kinary family. The
Kinary’s sons built homes further north
in 1897, after publication of this map.
Three Kinary homes were taken for the
road expansion. The two homes built in
1897 were moved to Maplewood Park
in 1962. Homes to the south were also
lost with the road building, as well as the
access drive off Depot Hill Road
At one point there was a very steep
connecting road from Pleasant Street to
the Depot Hill Road terminating across
from where the Village School is today.
Now it looks like a treacherous ravine.

Looking down Depot Hill to the station - drive to removed houses on the right

In 1859, a road was laid out to the railroad
and freight stations from the southwest
corner of the cemetery on Turnpike
Street (now Main Street). The location
is where the Walpole School parking lot
is now. Named Depot Road, it was built
on clay, thus not serving well, and was
discontinued when the new school was
built in 1950. The Town Dump was on
this road, but was relocated to Drewsville
when the school was built. Sometimes
called the “dump road,” an old lady
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Further improving traffic flow through
this area and across the Connecticut River
was the replacement of the steel bridge,
built in 1911, with the current bridge.
The steel bridge was closed May, 1987,
and the ribbon was cut on the current
28 feet wide, 462 feet long bridge on
August 23, 1989.
The State’s desire to have traffic move
rapidly through Walpole worked, and
has preserved the Village as we know it,
and also the quiet areas south along Old
Keene Road - the original “old Route 12.”

You Need
to Know That…

From The South
More Old Route 12

My phone rang on New Year’s Day.
The caller, who identified himself as a
devoted Clarion reader, in reference to
an article in the January edition, said,
“You only wrote about the new Route
12 from Hall’s Crossing Road north.” “You
are right,” I replied, “I did not delve into
the details south of there.” We chatted for
close to an hour. I learned a great deal,
and have now dug deeper. The story
of the “new” Route 12, south of Hall’s
Crossing, goes back to 1958.

Portion of the late 1890s
map of Walpole
When you return to Walpole from the
south, before you tromp on the gas pedal
after passing Millbrook Farm Millworks
(the old Ox Yoke Restaurant, and later
Major Leonard Keep Restaurant), look
to the right and you will see a sign “Old
Route 12 North.” This original route,
narrow in comparison to the “new” road,
heads up the hill approaching the old
railroad right of way.
On the 1890s map segment above, the
railroad tracks from the Westmoreland
line head north. To orient you, I have
highlighted several roads, including:
the “old” Route 12
from the town line,
Blackjack
Crossing,
Wentworth Road, and
Hall’s Crossing, Near the
border to the south, you
can see a “cup hook” to
the “old 12”. In 1929 the
road was straightened
out to the east, and the
industrial park is now
where that “cup hook”
was. The railroad rightof-way crossed Blackjack
Crossing, and can still be
seen on either side of the
road. Below that point,
coming into Blackjack
Crossing, is Seward Road,
part of the original 12.
The tracks again crossed
“old 12” in the field below
Alyson’s Orchard. You
can see a road outlined
between “old 12” and
River Road. Laid out in
1788, Genzer Road was
discontinued in 1904.
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Food Coloring
(Invented in 1890)
Can be used to:
• Paint Snow - put a teaspoon
of food coloring in a spray bottle
filled with water and let the kids
spray designs on snow.
• Make. Clown Makeup - mix
two tablespoons Kingsford’s
Corn Starch, one tablespoon
olid shortening, and several
drops food coloring.
• Make Colorful Macaroni
Jewelry For Kids - add a few
drops food coloring to a
bowl of water. Dip dry macaroni
noodles into the water,
drain, and dry. Then make
necklaces by stringing
the colored macaroni
noodles together.
Adapted from: Magic Brands —
1,185 Brand-New Uses
for Brand-Name Products by Joey Green.

In 1956 the property just south of
Houghton Brook, which is now the
industrial park, was purchased by
Stanley R. Payne. Operating his familyowned road construction business, fill
and gravel was used from this site for
the overpass over the tracks through the
field to the north. Slow down next time
you are on the rise at Booksellers Road
and you can see the old rail bed below
that was active into the early 1970s.
Once the new route was completed
in 1958, the old road was discontinued.
Blackjack Crossing was extended to the
west to connect with new Route 12 the spur bordering Bensonwood. From
that point north the old road cannot be
discerned, but in the woods just off “Old
Route 12 North” you can still see the old
bridge across Aldrich Brook.

A New Year with Trivia
Everyone was holding their breath and
waiting patiently to see which team had
the highest score. Nobody expected the
top two scores to be dead-locked and us
having to go into a tie breaker-question
to see who took home the gold on our
New Year Trivia Night on January 4,
2019.
The Walpole Recreation put on another
fun and exciting trivia night for our adult
community members. With people
approaching me at the grocery store,
restaurants, and even the dentist, asking
me, “When is the next trivia night? We
had so much fun and we want to enter
our team again,” we knew we had to set
up another one.
The first time we had our trivia night,
we had four teams that participated. All
four teams came back and we gained
four more for a total of eight teams. This
made every team focus even more and
really concentrate on every question.
One mistake could cost you a chance at
a medal.
As our two hour event went on with
laughs, drinks, friendly conversation, and
even a little trash talking, people were
able to relax and have a great time. With
the scores being extremely close, teams
entered the final question having to
wager up to twenty points. It is just like
the Final Jeopardy question. If you get
it correct, you earn the points that you
wagered; but if you get it wrong, your
points are then deducted. Everyone was
holding their breath while the judges
were totaling up the scores, and for the
first time all night, there was not a lot of
talking and laughter going on.
When I stood up to announce the
3rd place winner, everyone applauded
and cheered them on. When I then
announced that we had a tie for 1st place,
the room shot up in excitement and the
two teams competing put their thinking
caps back on for one last question.
Here was the tie-breaker question,
“In hours, what is the average gestation
period of a fox?” The team that was the
closest would be the winner. Now just in
case both teams had the same answer,
which is highly unlikely, I let both teams
know that the team that handed in their
answer the quickest, would be declared
the winner. After about a minute of
discussion, The Gemstones handed their
answer is first, with We Drink and We Know
Things turning theirs in shortly after.
After looking at both answers and
being in shock, I stood up and the room
instantly went quiet. Both teams had the
same answer (I believe both said three

The Champion Gemstones (from left): Evan Holmes, Bridgette
Aumand, Lisa Holmes, Scott Bushway, Richard Holmes, Mary Holmes.

Photo Provided

months – which comes out to
2,160), so that meant because
The Gemstones handed their
answer in first, they were declared
our New Year Trivia Night
Champions. They received 1st
place medals and a Champions
engraved drinking glass.
It was another fun and exciting
night out for our community
members. Please make sure you
look out for our next Trivia Night
in the spring. Oh, the answer
to the tie-breaker question was
1,248 hours. How close were
you? Maybe you should consider
putting in a team.
– Justin Cassarino
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Er ratum
Our apologies
to State Representative Lucy Weber,
whose name we managed to spell correctly
in a feature article last month –
everywhere except in the headline.
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WES January Events
This January, lots of school activities
have occurred. The Spelling Bee and the
Geography Bee were intense times and
had good competition.
The three finalist in the Spelling Bee on
January 10th were sixth graders Vaughn
DiBernardo and Mckayla Forcier, as well
as seventh grader Morrigan Farnum.
After four championship rounds,
Mckayla Forcier finally won, spelling her
championship word ‘maturity’ correctly.
I talked with Morrigan, the runner-up,
who had a great time. “The Spelling Bee
was a great experience for me to get
out of my comfort zone and learn new
words,” said Farnum.
The Geography Bee, held on January
17th, was just as exciting. The two
finalists were eighth grader Edward
Gowdy and sixth grader Braydon Patch.
After the final round, Braydon won by a
single question.
In January, grades 6-8 had a skating
day as part of our community building
efforts. Almost everyone was out on
the Keene rink, trying their best to stay
upright.
Everyone in school has begun their
Academic Fair Essays. The Academic Fair
night is only a month away! The monthly
school dance was canceled.
Everyone seemed to have a great first
month in 2019! – Sydney Palmiotto (Grade 7)

Spelling Bee participants

Walpole Scouts have been bridge building this winter.

Strange Holidays
Holiday excitement doesn’t have to
stop after New Year’s. So for all of you who
are enduring the end of holiday season
blues, I’ve got good news to share.
There’s a whole lot of exciting holidays
to celebrate in February.
Besides Valentine’s Day, there’s my
personal favorite, Eat Ice Cream for
Breakfast Day, celebrated February
second.
My least favorite is the dreaded
(shudder) Stuffed Mushroom Day on
February fourth.
February 26th is National Pistachio
Day, so you better… GET CRACKING (HAR
HAR HAR). Remember to Write a Letter to
a Friend on February 7th, and Don’t Cry
Over Spilled Milk on February 11th. Jeez,
February sure is a busy month
		
– Etta Bea Harrison (Grade 7)
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Book Review
Falling Up by Shel Silverstein
I picked
one of my
favorite
poetry books,
Falling Up
by Shel
Silverstein, to
analyze and
review this
month.
One poem
that especially
stuck out to me
from Falling Up
was ‘Strange
Restaurant’.
“‘I said I’ll take the T-bone steak,” A soft
voice mooed, “‘Oh, wow.”’ And I looked
up and realized the waitress was a cow.”’
I cried, “‘My mistake- forget the steak. I’ll
take the chicken then.”’ I heard a cluck‘twas just my luck the busboy was a hen.
I said, “‘Okay, no fowl today. I’ll have the
seafood dish.”’ Then I saw through the
kitchen door the cook- he was a fish.
I screamed, “‘Is there anyone working’
here who’s an onion or a beet? No? You’re
sure? Okay then, friends, a salad what I’ll
eat.” They looked at me. “‘Oh, no,” they
said. “The owner is a cabbage head.”’
I enjoyed reading this poem and have
read it more than twice. Shel Silverstein
has a beautiful selection of poems.
This poem uses dialogue to showcase
a funny series of events for the author
in a scene that is almost dream-like in
its ridiculousness. I picked this poem
because I find that it has a great sense of
humor; and I like how it’s not realistic or
serious which, I think, is important in life
sometimes.
– Morrigan Farnum (Grade 7

Geopgraphy Bee participants

WES Goes Ice Skating
On Monday, January 14th, the Walpole
Elementary School, grades 6-8, went on
a fun trip to Keene Ice for our monthly
community building day. While there,
students were encouraged to try
something new and challenging.
For just 6 bucks for skate rentals,
students rented skates and headed
onto the ice. For some it was fun and
for others it was challenging. Either
way, we all cracked a smile. Don’t think
the Walpole teachers just watched!
Oh no, they joined in too! Afterwards
students and teachers bought hot
chocolate, candy, and much more.
This trip is a way to explore new
things and to just have fun! “I found
that skating was a great experience for
us kids to be able to connect with one
another instead of sitting behind a desk,”
said Morrigan Farnum, a seventh grader
from Walpole Elementary school.
		
– Malesa Seavey (Grade 7)
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      The

Walpole

Clarion
On-line

Would you like to read or share
your Clarion on-line? Would you
like to receive Clarion reminders
of closing dates or events? Then,
head to https://thewalpoleclarion.
com and scroll down on the right
to “Follow this Blog” and sign up.

Valentine’s Day!
February, the month of romance,
at least for some. Not necessarily for
my friend, Elwud. Imagine my surprise
when I met up with him in Wal-Marts,
my surprise was not that he was in
Wal-Mart but he was not in the auto or
sports or hardware departments but in
ladies’ wear. “What are you doing in this
department?” I asked. “Well sir”, he says,
“Ya know that Valemtimes days is a’comin’
and us men are expected to get a gift for
thar loved one, dontcha know?”
“First off, it’s Valentine Times Day, and
secondly what doyou know about ladies
things, especially unmentionables,
which by the way it is okay to mention
unmentionables these days!!” I could
see that poor Elwud was distraught,
so I asked if I could help. “Well sir,” he
says, “ladies sizes don’t make no sense.
Now take men’s clothes, they come in
small, medium, large and then 2,3,4 XL,
and finally, call Omar! But ladies’ are in
numbers like 8 or 12 or 20 and such.
Got in lots of troubles in my early days
trying to figure them out. Thought the
numbers were for the age of the person,
so when I went and bought a size 26 for
Velma on her 26 birthday, I got several
items thrown at me and spent the night
in the horse barn. After several days of
cold shoulder, my sister explained the
sizes of ladies clothes and that Velma
was a size 12. Aint makin’ that mistake
agin!”

“How about purchasing a piece of
jewelry,” I suggested, “or some perfume”
“Well sir,” Elwud responded, “I tried the
parfume thing onest and bought some
“Evening in Paris”, which she said made
her smell like the inside of a bordello!
The next biggest mistake of my life when
I asked how she knew what the inside of
one of those places smelled like. Spent
the next week in the hay loft of the horse
barn. And, as far as jewelry is concerned,
if I buy something in gold, she would
have preferred silver; and if I buy silver,
she would have preferred gold. So no,
not buying jewelry.”
As we were walking toward the exit,
we past a big display of Russell Stover
chocolates, which I pointed out to
Elwud. “H#$@ NO!”, he shouted. “If I
buy chocolates, sure as can be she will
just have started another diet, and I
will be back in the horse barn for being
insensitive!”
I have just about given up, when I asked
if she had favorite restaurant. “Well sir, as
a matter of fact, she does.”
“Well then, problem solved. You take
her to her favorite restaurant where she
can order a meat that fits in with her diet,
and you get to have something favorite
of yours!
“By golly, I think you have come up with
the perfect gift”, he said as we parted. I
noticed he had a huge smile and a look
of relief on his face.
Now I could concentrate on what to
get the love of my life. Hmmm, dinner
out sounds great!
Happy Valentine’s Day
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Publisher’s Corner
Now I know people do read this
column. Thank you for the well wishes
following my first hip replacement. I
am now ready to “hit the roads” with
some serious “shunpiking” again.
I would like to tell you about
our advertisers who bring you the
Clarion. I am NOT a salesperson. I am
strictly passive as far as the selling
of anything is concerned. I have
almost 12,000 books for sale on-line,
and often sell items elsewhere, but
buyers have to come to me. I never
chase a sale – I let my items speak
for themselves. Likewise, advertisers
in the Clarion come to me. These
are folks who wish to target our
community with their services. Most
rewarding this past month have
been the new advertisers calling
me saying, “I was told I need to talk
with you to get my message to the
Walpole community.”
As the weather is about to turn,
and you are thinking of home
improvements, do contact our
new (and longtime) advertisers to
discuss your projects. They have
already worked in town, and wish to
continue to assist Walpole’s residents
when possible.
Finally, as Town Meeting time
again approaches, I encourage you
to partake. Learn what is happening
at the February budget meetings by
attending. Plan to come, and speak
at Town Meeting in March.
– Ray Boas, Publisher
		

Passed

Myra K. Welch

March 3, 1925 - December 27, 2018

Reader Commentary
Thank you, Ruggles & Hunt!
Thanks for being such a great place
to shop all these years, right here in
downtown Walpole.
We’ll miss you - and when we need our
fix of your goods, we know that we can
find them in your Brattleboro shop.
On behalf of our community, thank
you!			
– Krystyna

FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than
seven years of publication:
One Year Ago (February 2018) - Walpole native Tim
Baucom is headed to Pyeong Chang for the 2018 Winter
Olympics. He is part of the coaching/service staff for the
U.S. Cross Country Ski Team.
Three Years Ago (February 2016) - The Monadnock
Conservancy worked with Perley Lund to conserve his
rich farmland along the Cold River. That land will now
remain part of the area’s long agricultural history with a
conservation easement, which guarantees the land will
never be developed and can continue to be used for
farming. Lund’s 9-acre field is a key parcel for John and
Teresa Janiszyn, who rely on a network of leased land to
grow vegetables for Pete’s Stand.
Five Years Ago (February 2014) - The Nathan G.
Williams Award for Outstanding Volunteer Leadership
was presented to Walpole’s Diane Myers-Miller, who has
served on the Board of Directors of Meeting Waters YMCA
since 2009. She served as its President from September
2010 through September 2013, and is serving her final
year on the board as the organization’s secretary.
Seven Years Ago - (February 2012) - The Walpole
Planning Board met, and, after a lengthy hearing, voted
to approve the construction of a new Jiffy Mart gas and
diesel station on Route 12 next to the newly constructed
Family Dollar Store

Walpole Business Notes

Galloway Real Estate
Hilary Tetu, Realtor®, Joins Galloway
Real Estate. Hilary grew up in Claremont
and studied at UNH, receiving a degree
in Psychology and Business. She worked
as a clinical instructor at a school
specializing in Autism before moving
to Walpole in 2005. After staying home
with her three young sons, she began
investing in real estate when they began
school. Hilary enjoys reading, skiing and
tackling renovation projects with her
husband on their 1837 home. Email:
hilary@gallowayservices.com
Spencer’s Place
The folks at Spencer’s Place would
like to thank the community for their
continued support, and would like them
to know of our new Sunday Brunch.
Hours are 8:00 am to 2:00 pm, with
breakfast served all day and lunch items
starting at 11:00. Check out our selection
of Bloody Mary’s & Mimosas! Now taking
reservations for a romantic Valentine’s
Dinner. Thank you again and please
continue to shop locally
		

– Shanda Donovan

Your 100 word submission of “business notes”
is welcome for possible insertion.
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