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It’s Town Meeting Time

Commercial Solar 
Project Proposed

Main Street address, no actual road 
frontage, but this project, a “community 
solar project” with “a couple of thousand 
panels,” if approved, will most likely be 
visible as you enter Walpole from the 
north turning into the village off Route 
12.

The proposal will be presented for the 
first time to Walpole’s Planning Board, 
March 12, 7:00 pm on the second floor of 
the Town Hall (voting will be concluding 
on the first floor). The snow storm kept 
the potential applicants from attending 
February’s meeting. This is one of several 
community solar projects Solar Clean 
Generation of Londonderry is doing 
in the state, including Dublin, Barre 

Warrant Article  
Primer

At the polls, Tuesday, March 12, there 
will be three Planning Board Warrant 
Articles on the Town ballot to be voted 
upon. Article 8, a Petition Warrant Article, 
on the Fall Mountain School District 
ballot, requires particular attention.

The Walpole Planning Board articles 
are of a “housekeeping” nature. Article 2 
fixes an administrative error made some 
time ago in classifying a commercial 
property as Residential B. This property 
behind Shaw’s Plaza is Commercial, and 
a YES vote fixes the administrative error. 
The other two articles are to rescind 
previously approved zoning ordinance 
amendments that Town legal counsel 
has advised are not enforceable under 
New Hampshire law. Article 3 is to 
negate the board assigning ordinance 
section numbers, and Article 4 corrects 
erroneous restrictions regarding 
Recycling and Transfer Stations. Voting 
YES on these three articles in no way 
makes any unwanted zoning changes. 
The Planning Board recommends a YES 
vote on all three.

Article 8 on the School Ballot has been 
misunderstood, and caused confusion. A 
petition article from Charlestown voters, 
the article requests funds to conduct a 
“withdrawal study for the District.” The 
terminology is misleading, as under 
the applicable RSA any of the five 
districts (Acworth, Alstead, Charleston, 
Langdon, or Walpole) could withdraw. 
The underlying problem is presented in 
detail on page 4. On February 18, Albert 
St. Pierre, Charlestown Selectman, and 
Lucien Beam, Langdon Selectman, hosted 
a discussion with the Selectboards of the 
five towns to discuss the article.

Charlestown’s three board members 
were in attendance, Langdon was 

represented by Beam. Acworth and 
Alstead failed to attend. The entire 
Walpole Selectboard was present. 
Although simply a withdrawal study, 
proper allocation of assessments and 
funding needs to be examined, and 
ideally the Articles of Agreement 
among the towns should be reviewed 
by a professional unbiased outside firm. 
St. Pierre stated “the [school board’s] 
numbers never add up correctly … the 
Selectboards must be allowed to review 
those numbers.”

The consensus of those at the 
meeting was the Selectboards should 
recommend a YES vote on Tuesday 
March 12, to provide funding of $150,000 
for a thorough study. All agreed that 
the situation must be studied for all 
towns’ benefit. Your Walpole Selectboard 
recommends your YES vote on this article 
— see page 4.     

– Ray Boas

For Voter Convenience

Walpole 
Polls 

Will Open 

   at 7 am
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Support Group 
For Families of People  
Suffering from Addiction

The First Congregational Church in 
Walpole, UCC, offers a support group 
called Hope and Help for Families every 
Tuesday night from 6:45-8:00 pm. It is 
facilitated by Becky Pearson, family 
support supervisor at the Keene Serenity 
Center. Becky was trained by the National 
Alliance on Mental Illness to help loved 
ones navigate the difficult journey that 
happens when addiction takes hold of a 
family. 

Addiction is in every sense of the 
word a family disease. The parents, 
grandparents, siblings, children and 
spouses of the person with an addiction 
suffer every bit as much as the person 
themselves. The emotional and financial 
strain that accompanies addiction is hard 
to calibrate. However, there are coping 
skills that can help families ease the pain. 
The meeting offers family members 
a chance to share their concerns in 
a confidential setting. Often just the 
simple act of talking to other people 
who understand your experiences is 
immensely comforting.

Members of our community have 
reached out at church, or through 
phone calls or emails to ask about their 
loved ones. People will approach me on 
the street or even in restaurants. But the 
attendance at the meetings has been 
small.  My wish is that families who are 
suffering will recognize that help is 
available. You are not alone and you do 
not have to go through this alone. A 
support group once provided me with 
the knowledge, advice and strength to 
deal with addiction in my family.

We are a loving, giving community 
and together we can help each other 
through these difficult times. Please call 
me at 860-0221. Take a leap of faith and 
reach out.               

– Becky Pearson

English Country Dance
The Monadnock Folklore Society 

will host an English Country Dance on 
Sunday, March 17, from 2:00 - 5:00 pm at 
Hastings House, 14 Union St., Walpole.

Beginners and singles are welcome 
and all dances are taught throughout 
the session by David Millstone. The 
music is by Carol Compton on keyboard, 
accordion and recorders, and Thal 
Aylward on violin and viola.

Admission is $10. For more details, call 
876-4211 or visit www.monadnockfolk.
org.              

– Samantha Skove

Organizational Meeting
Walpole Town Republican Committee 
The Walpole Town Republican 

Committee will hold an organizational 
meeting on Monday March 18 at 7:00 pm 
at the Walpole Town Hall, 34 Elm Street, 
Walpole, NH.  Town of Walpole voters 
who are Republicans and Independents 
are encouraged to participate in this 
organizational meeting. The mission of 
the Walpole Town Republican Committee 
is to provide support for Republican 
candidates for local, county, state and 
national office, as well as to provide 
public policy issue education venues for 
the general public. There is no charge to 
attend this event. Light refreshments will 
be served. For more information, please 
contact Leroy Watson at lawatsonjd@
gmail.com  

– Leroy Watson

Hooper Institute
Are you a teen who enjoys working 

outdoors with plants or animals? If you 
are a Walpole resident the High School 
Summer Work Program might be a 
good fit for you.  For the past 22 years 
we have placed students at a variety 
of agricultural operations throughout 
town.  Teens have also worked at the 
town recycling center and learned about 
this environmental career.

Current options include working at 
horse and dairy farms or vineyard, apple 
and produce farms.  Students can also 
be placed doing landscaping and trail 
work.  Limited space is available at the 
Walpole Veterinary Hospital and The 
Village Blooms.  We also seek students to 
be counselors at our summer camps for 
children entering grades 1-8.  Camps are 
held the two weeks following the end of 
school.  

If you are interested in learning 
more, contact us at hooperinstitute@
myfairpoint.net or call 756-4382 and 
leave a message with your name and 
contact information.

Need a garden plot? The Hooper 
Institute is the spot!  The Walpole 
Community Garden is sited behind the 
Institute on Prospect Hill Road.  This 
sunny spot hosts an organic garden 
that is ideal for first time gardeners or 
experienced gardeners needing more 
space.  Plot holders are responsible 
for keeping up their own plots and the 
walkways surrounding them.  There is a 
$20 annual membership fee that goes 
toward buying lush organic compost, soil 
amendments or other items the group 
decides upon.  Nourish those garden 
dreams and join us in the spring.

                           – Eloise Clark
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The Rules… 
Governing Walpole Town Meeting
In 1844, there was some trouble during 

Town Meeting. As a result, the following 
was adopted: “Voted that every person 
on entering the Hall shall take a seat, 
also, that no person shall stand upon 
the seats or railing, that no person shall 
speak while another is speaking to 
interrupt him, and that no one shall stand 
up directly before the person speaking, 
that every voter when he has delivered 
his ballot shall repair immediately to his 
seat, there shall be no standing about 
the Selectmen’s desk after the balloting 
is over.”

I find no reference superseding this 
resolution since its adoption 175 years 
ago. Thus, as “a word to the wise,” maintain 
your decorum at Town Meeting, because, 
“It’s the Law.”  

– Ray Boas

Budget Hearing
Walpole’s annual Warrant Articles 

and Budget Public Hearing was 
held February 7. The majority of 
the Town department managers 
were present, and 12 members of 
the public – the largest number in 
everyone’s memory. Unlike an SB2 
Deliberative Session, such as held 
by the School District, no decisions 
are made during the hearing, the 
purpose being for the Selectboard 
to prepare interested voters for 
Town Meeting Saturday, March 16, 
1:00 pm in the Town Hall.  

Selectboard Chair, Peggy 
Pschirrer, explained the budget 
process began last September, 
which is their usual practice. 
Department managers were asked 
to submit their budgets based 
on their 2018 budget. Pschirrer 
explained, “We asked that there 
not be an increase unless it is 
something they feel is absolutely 
necessary for the following year.” 
Next, later in September, Rich 
Kreissle – Manager of Finance; 
Tom Goins – Town Treasurer, and 
Mark Houghton (for Water and Sewer 
operations) met with the Selectboard to 
go over and evaluate these budgets, and 
talk about what they want to achieve in 
2019.  

The Board next met on the budget 
in December once aware of Cheshire 
County’s plans, which this year included 
a 17% increase in county taxes. Walpole’s 
final proposed budget, to be voted on 
Saturday, March 16, reflects a 4.72% 
increase from last year. This increase is 
due to factors the Selectboard cannot 
control, the largest being a 10.5% 
increase in health insurance costs. All 
employees are scheduled for a 2% 
increase in pay. Other line item increases 
include: $8,000 to begin the next update 
of the Town’s Master Plan; additional 
recreation department programs for all 
residents; and increased funding needed 
to monitor the old landfill, where arsenic 
has recently appeared. The remaining 
money warrant articles to be voted upon, 
Saturday March 16, are straight-forward, 
and consistent with capital projects 
planned for each year.                

– Ray Boas

To see a copy of the 2018 Town Report,  
go to the Walpole website at  
https://www.walpolenh.us/ 
Then, from the menu click “Residents,” 
then “Town News,” 
or go directly via  
https//www.walpolenh.us/town-news

and Pittsfield. An on-line search of the 
company and principals Chris Welcome 

and Chad Whitaker produced no 
information.

The property proposed for “a couple 
thousand panels” is at 310 Main Street 
- 8.4 acres in the rural/agricultural 
district. The site is behind a storage 
barn and behind several homes 
on Maplewood Circle. Preliminary 
information provided to the Planning 
Board is that the company “will sell 
electricity to a group of members” - a 
commercial enterprise.

It is anticipated that Solar Clean 
Generation will at the March meeting 
to give an initial presentation, and then 
request a public hearing. The procedure 
is the same as what D&C Transportation 
pursued this past year in trying to utilize 
rural/agricultural land at the southern 
entrance to the village for a commercial 
enterprise. You may wish to attend the 
March 12 meeting to hear what is said.

                          - Ray Boas 

(Editorial note: Although not opposed 
to renewable energy, I strongly feel there is 
a place for everything, and precious scenic 
areas and vistas too must be preserved.)

Continued from Page 1: Solar
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Charlestown has a warrant article 
on their Town ballot requiring the Fall 
Mountain Regional School District 
(FMRSD) to conduct a feasibility study 
for their withdrawal from the school 
district per RSA 195:25, and, if it passes, 
FMRSD will to have to conduct a study 
on Charlestown withdrawing from the 
district. 

Article #8 on the School District’s 
warrant is a petition article initiated by 
residents from Charlestown but applies 
to all five towns within the School 
District. This article votes to raise funds 
“to conduct a study on the feasibility 
and suitability of the withdrawal of one 
or more pre-existing districts” under RSA 
195:25. RSA 195:25-29 is a guide for a 
planned withdrawal. When this article 
was brought forth at the deliberative 
session on February 6th, it was for 
$30K, but subsequently amended by a 
Langdon resident Lou Beam to $150K. 
The justification for this increase was 
simple - if you are going to be required 
to do a study, then do it by funding it 
correctly. Surrounding areas have done 
withdrawal studies costing at least 
$100K in the past, so this cost seems 
more reasonable as compared to the 
initial cost of $30K.

If the town warrant is passed in 
Charlestown and Article 8 passes in the 
District, a committee would be created 
that involves a school board member 
from each town, a Selectman from each 
town and anyone else appointed by the 
committee. The Committee facilitated 
by a 3rd party would then conduct 
a study to determine the feasibility 
of a planned withdrawal by one or 
more towns. Once the committee has 
prepared their recommendation(s), 
it is then given to the State Board of 
Education for review and feedback. Once 
there is a recommendation, a report 
is submitted to the school board as to 
whether withdrawal is recommended, 
not recommended or whether more 
time is needed to make a determination. 
The school board would then submit the 
recommendation for a vote by the five 
towns.

For example, if the study recommends 
that it is feasible for Town “A” to withdraw 
from the District, then it goes to the 
State for review, then back to the five 
towns for a vote. If the five towns vote 
it down, the town(s) who disagree with 
the recommendation can petition by 
filing a minority report to the State 

School Warrant Article 8 Explained
RESOLVED:  The Selectboard of the Town of Walpole unanimously 
supports Fall Mountain Regional School District Article 8 as 
amended at the SB2 Meeting held on February 6, 2019. We 
urge voters to vote “yes” on the article to appoint a neutral 
consultant to lead a study of how any town can withdraw 
from the Fall Mountain Regional School District.

February 21, 2019
Peggy Pschirrer, Steve Dalessio, Cheryl Mayberry

Board of Education. Even if a town leaves 
the District, it most likely will become a 
school of choice and then can negotiate 
by contract for their students to attend 
Fall Mountain or any other High School 
in the region.

The Articles of Agreement will not 
be changed as a result of this study. 
Conducting this study will simply look 
at the planned withdrawal and what 
that really looks like for each town. The 
existing agreement will stand until 
either someone leaves the District 
(requiring the agreement to be updated) 
or there’s a formal agreement to review 
and amend the agreement. This should 
happen regardless of the study results 
and/or any recommendations that are 
made by the committee.

So please remember that this is not a 
study for the withdrawal of Charlestown, 
rather what does the District financially 
and logistically look like if one or more 
of the five towns take their leave? At this 
point we don’t know if withdrawal is a 
good idea for any of the towns involved; 
however, we won’t know for sure until 
a study is conducted. We recommend 
doing this study and funding it properly. 

                      - The Walpole Selectboard
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Whenever there are more candidates 
running than positions open, the Clarion 
invites those candidates to tell readers 
something about themselves to consider 
when casting their vote. This year three 
people are running for two positions on 
the Planning Board. Here is what they 
wish to share:

Jeff Harrington - My name is Jeff 
Harrington and I live on Westminster 
Street, where I have lived since 1997 with 
my wife Laurie, sons Conor and Spencer, 
and parents, Bob and Marti.

A neighbor of mine pointed out to me 
about a month ago that a position was 
opening on the Planning Board and that 
Bob Miller, after 24 excellent years of 
volunteer service to the town, was not 
going to run again. My neighbor also 
told me, “Time to do your civic duty.” This 
statement certainly struck a chord as I do 
love the town of Walpole and have not 
really had a chance to give back much 
except for my taxes and shoveling out 
the fire hydrant near my house. I have 
served before as a US Army infantry 
soldier, a police officer, a Peace Corps 
volunteer, and currently work across 
the river at Vermont Academy as the IT 
Director. It didn’t appear anyone was 
going to step up to run for this open 
position, so I decided to do so. I put my 
name on the ballot mainly because I feel 
a responsibility to this wonderful town 
where I have had the pleasure of raising 
my own kids and I want to ensure it stays 
a wonderful town into the future.

Imagine my surprise when it turned 
out that Bob did decide to run again, so 
now I am running against two veterans 
with a combined 30 years of Planning 
Board experience under their belts. So 
this is why you will see three options 
when it comes time to vote.

Dennis Marcom - A bit about me: I 
settled into this territory in 1976. I’ve 
been a timber frame carpenter at Benson 

Woodworking, since in 1980, where I’ve 
led the timber frame group for something 
like the last 25 of my years there. I’m also 
the Safety Director for the company 
and an owner of the business. Six years 
ago, after ‘auditing’ the meetings of the 
Planning Board for some time, I sought, 
and won, a seat on our Planning Board. 
Now I seek a third term.

Why I’m running for this position: I feel 
very fortunate to be a citizen of our town. 
I suspect that most of us who live here 
feel very much the same. I have said this 
before, but believe it bears repeating, 
that a place like Walpole doesn’t happen 
by accident. The town we live in today is, 
to a great extent, the result of the actions 
and decisions of the people who have 
settled here over the past 270 years or 
so. Including not only individual citizens 
but also the actions and decisions of the 
Select, Zoning, and Planning boards. 
From my own experience on the Planning 
Board I know, for sure, that there are 
challenges and that there remains much 
work to do. I continue to believe that I 
can play a positive role in both moving 
our town forward while maintaining 
those values that have served this town 
so well over the centuries.

I expect our town to continue to thrive 
and grow in the future as it has in the 
past. I believe that Walpole can move 
forward into that future in a way that is in 
keeping with the values that have served 
this town so well in the past. I ask for your 
vote on Tuesday March 12th

Bob Miller - I am closing in on my 8th 
term/24th year of serving the Town of 
Walpole as a member of the Planning 
Board. I take this position seriously and 
do my preparation for each meeting. 
I always vote with the best interests 
of Walpole and the Site Plan Review 
document, first and foremost. With your 
vote I will be honored to continue to 
serve.

Candidates For Planning Board
Candidates  
for Town Office

Selectboard 
 for Three-Year Term 

(Vote for One)  
Cheryl Mayberry

Trustee Of Trust Funds  
for Three-Year Term 

(Vote for One) 
Karen Galloway

Supervisor of Checklists  
for Four-Year Term 

(Vote for One) 
Tara Sad

Planning Board  
for Three-Year Terms 

(Vote for Two) 
Jeff Harrington, Dennis Marcom  

& Robert F. Miller

Zoning Board Of Adjustment  
for Three-Year Term 

(Vote for Two) 
Jan Galloway-Leclerc  

& Myra Mansouri

Library Trustees  
for Three-Year Terms 

(Vote for Three) 
Frederick V. Ernst, Jean Kobeski 

& Gail LaHaise

Cemetery Trustee 
 for Three-Year Term 

(Vote for One) 
 Dale Woodward

Walpole Grange 
Meet the Candidates Night
Walpole Grange #125 will sponsor a 

“meet the candidates” night on Monday, 
March 4, at 7:00pm at the Walpole 
Town Hall, 34 Elm Street, Walpole, NH.  
Candidates for Walpole town and Fall 
Mountain Regional School District office 
are invited to participate in this event.

 This event is not a debate. Each 
candidate will be given a brief 
opportunity to present their case for 
their election for their respective office.  
Members of the public from Walpole 
and surrounding communities in the Fall 
Mountain Regional School District are 
encouraged to attend. There is no charge 
to attend this event. Light refreshments 
will be served by the members of 
Walpole Grange. For more information, 
please contact Leroy Watson, Legislative 
Chairman, Walpole Grange #125 at 
lawatsonjd@gmail.com.

   – Leroy Watson
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Non-fiction Book Group
A Civil Discourse
On Monday, March 11, 6:00 pm, at 

the Bridge Memorial Library, Chuck 
Shaw and Anita Brockman, Book Club 
Members, will be leading a discussion on 
the Health Care Delivery System in the 
United States.  In 2018, The USA spent 
more on health care per capita ($9,990), 
and more on health care as percentage 
of its GDP (17.1%), than any other nation 
– 50% more than the second highest 
spending country, France. Although 
its citizens pay more for health care, 
the United States ranks last on several 
measures of health system performance 
compared with six other industrialized 
nations.  For more information, call 756-
3695              

– Ron MacLachlan

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their 

regular monthly luncheon at 12:00 noon 
on March 18, at the First Congregational 
Church. Bring a friend and a dish to 
share. We are looking forward to having 
Eleanor Elbers, founding member of 
the Orchard School and 2018 Educator 
of the Year, as our speaker. The topic 
will be Arts and Ecology Offerings from 
the Orchard School. We guarantee a 
great luncheon of delicious food and 
wonderful fellowship.             

– Jan Martin

St. John’s Episcopal 
Church Events
The next First Sunday Organ Concert is 

March 3 at 3:00 pm. Beneficiary is the St. 
John’s After School Programs. For more 
information about the series, the organist, 
and the schedule of beneficiaries, people 
can visit http://www.stjohnswalpole.
org/concerts. 

St John’s will also hold its annual Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper on Tuesday 
March 5 at 6:00 pm. Join us as we clean 
out our collective pantries in preparation 
for Lent.           

– Mary Shoppmeyer

Women’s Chorus 
Animaterra Women’s Chorus will begin 

their spring session on Tuesday, March 
12, and continue with rehearsals from 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm on Tuesday nights. 
This spring’s format will be a short, seven 
week session, and we will gather in the 
choir room at the United Church of Christ 
Church, 23 Central Square, in Keene. (Use 
the back door to enter.) Director Becky 
Graber welcomes returning singers and 
encourages new singers to come and 
give us a try! 

We welcome all women to come sing 
in our circle. The cost for the entire 7 
week session, including a final gathering 
for sharing songs and community on 
Saturday May 4, is $80. There is financial 
aid available. The first night, Tuesday 
March 12, is an introductory sing and a 
welcoming tea for returning and new 
members. That evening is a free event, 
open to all women. New this semester 
is the drop in option; women singers 
are welcome to join us any Tuesday 
evening from 6:30 pm to  7:45 pm at a cost 
of $15. For questions about Animaterra’s 
upcoming season, visit our website 
http://www.animaterrasings.org/, or call  
345-0230, or go to our Facebook page,  
h t t p s : / / w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
AnimaterraWomensChorus/.

                     – Judy Epstein
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Interim Minister, Rev. Dr. Joseph David 
Stinson 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

All Saints Parish  
Pastor, Reverend John Loughnane  
Mass: Tues., 5:30pm; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am	 	
St. Peter Church, North Walpole; 
Wed. 5:30pm, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 10:30am		
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown	
Confessions: Thurs., 4:45-5:20 pm,	
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm,	St. Peter
St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Sunday Eucharist: 10 am

Walpole Bible Church  
756-4837 • www.walpolebiblechurch.org 
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Walpole Unitarian 
Worship Services
March 3: Circle Sunday at Hastings 

Memorial Parish House,Union Street
March 10: Rev. Elaine Bomford - Lilith
March 17: Antonia Andreoli - Testing 

the Water in the Well, Investigating What 
Sustains Us.

March 24: Rev. Elaine Bomford - 
Unitarian - Universalist Paths

March 31: Rev. Telos Whitfield - 
Creativity Can Save Lives

Spiritual Discussion Series
The series is held at Hastings Parish 

House every other Tuesday from 10:30 to 
noon, facilitated by Rev. Elaine Bomford. 
We discuss an On Being interview that 
we have listened to via website (www.
onbeing.org) or podcast prior to the 
meeting. Following our discussions, we 
enjoy lunch together (bring your own). 
Printed copies of interviews may be made 
available for participants upon request. 
Members of the wider community are 
welcome; come for one or come for all.

March 12: The Urgency of Slowing Down 
- Pico Iyer is one of our most eloquent 
explorers of what he calls the “inner 
world” — in himself and in the 21st 
century world at large. The journalist and 
novelist travels the globe from Ethiopia 
to North Korea and lives in Japan.

https://onbeing.org/programs/pico-
iyer-the-urgency-of-slowing-down-
nov2018/

March 26: The Conversational Nature 
of Reality - David Whyte is a poet and 
philosopher who believes in the power of 
a “beautiful question” amidst the drama 
of work as well as the drama of life

https://onbeing.org/programs/david-
whyte-the-conversational-nature-of-
reality                

– Wendy Harty

First Congregational
Rev. Stinson to offer Classes on 

Christian Counterculture during Lent.
Rev. Stinson, interim pastor, The First 

Congregational Church of Walpole, will 
teach a class on Jesus’ Sermon on the 
Mount, Matthew 5:7, Wednesdays at 
4:00 pm during Lent. The first class will be 
on March 6. Each class will last one hour 
and will meet in the Fellowship Hall of 
the church. The class will conclude on 
April 17.

The Sermon is a collection of Jesus’ 
teachings, often commentary on the 
Old Testament, and addresses Jesus’ 
thoughts for Christians on ethical 
standards, religious devotion, the 
attitude toward money, life-style, and 
the network of relationships for those in 
the church. It sketches a countercultural 
Christian value-system that was and is at 
variance with those in the non-Christian 
world. The Sermon had a profound 
impact upon many people throughout 
history:

A syllabus of the readings and 
discussion topics is available from the 
church office. Anyone interested is 
welcome to join these classes. It is not 
necessary to be an expert in Bible. For 
more information about the class, please 
call the church at  756-4075. 

Ash Wednesday
March 6, 2019, is the beginning of Lent. 

We will have a Bible study, including 
history, led by Mr. Stinson. We hope you 
join us in the sanctuary at 5:30 for our 
Ash Wednesday service of remembrance 
and ashes.  

– Chuck Shaw
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Radio Follies
… of 2019
The Walpole Players will go “on air” at 

7:00 pm, Saturday, March 16,in the Helen 
Miller Theater at the Walpole Town Hall, 
presenting Cabin Fever Radio Follies of 
2019. The doors will open at 6:00 pm, when 
audience members may arrive bringing 
their own dinners, snacks and beverages 
of choice. Round tables for eight will 
be provided so all may dine in comfort, 
then sit back and listen when the Players 
commence the live broadcast from the 
radio studio on stage. When we “sign 
off” for the evening, guests are welcome 
to linger, visiting with neighbors and 
chatting with the radio players. 

We will have the Reporter on the 
Street, The Bickerson’s, The Farm Report, 
and The Commercial Girls, to name a few 
who will be with us again. We have a few 
things up our sleeve this year you will 
not want to miss! The cast have currently 
assembled this year’s scripts to provide 
you with laughs and great memories for 
an hour and twenty minutes (more or 
less). 

The last six years have been sellouts, 
and this year the Players anticipate all 
tickets will be pre-sold. To purchase 
tickets and reserve a table for your party, 
or for more information, call Joan Ireland 
at 499-1027 (please leave a message with 
your name and phone number). Ticket 
prices remain at only $10 per person 
for a grand evening out. Tickets will 
be available for purchase this week at 
Joanie Joan’s Eatery & Baked Goods (14 
Westminster St., Walpole, NH) along with 
table reservations. Mark your calendars 
now for March 16, gather your friends, 
pack your dinner and beverages, and 
join us for an evening from the 1930s, 
40s, and 50s when life was a tad simpler.

   – Lisa Bryan

Calling all Walpole Citizens!  This 
opportunity is available for all!  The 
Hooper Scholarship was established as 
a trust in the will of George L. Hooper 
to foster and promote the teaching and 
learning of agriculture, forestry, botany, 
conservation, environmental sciences, 
and the development and improvement 
of soils. This scholarship is available to 
all Walpole NH citizens, regardless of 
age, who wish to pursue study in these 
and other closely related fields.  Since its 
inception in 1998, 50 Walpole students 
and adult residents have received 
funding totaling $405,281.

By May 15 of each calendar year, 
applicants for college or graduate 
coursework scholarships should submit 
the following:  

• A letter of application outlining 
    accomplishments to date and the 
    proposed program of study for the 
    upcoming year

• Recent academic transcripts

• Household financial information
Applications for workshops or seminars 

such as bee keeping, seed saving, 
cheese making, sustainable agricultural 
practices, food security, or alternative 
energies should submit a letter of 
application outlining the proposed 
workshop/seminar, its applicability to 
support study in appropriate fields, 
and fee information. Applications are 
accepted throughout the year.

In the words of recent scholarshp 
recipients:

George L. Hooper Scholarship

“The Hooper Scholarship has allowed 
me to take several more steps towards 
my ultimate goal of becoming a doctor 
of veterinary medicine for large animals 
in the agricultural field. I have gained the 
experience and knowledge academically 
to obtain this career throughout my life, 
but I lack the financial support. Without 
this scholarship I would not be able to 
pursue my dream.”                 – Emily Britton

“Thanks to the early influence of the 
Hooper Institute and my commitment 
to the Student Conservation Association 
I know that conservation work is in my 
future.  I am passionate about showing 
people the importance of our national 
lands.  These places are meant to be shared 
and cherished and have been preserved 
for good reason.  I appreciate so much 
receiving the Hooper Scholarship so that I 
can continue my education in this field.”  
                 – Elaina Badders

All application materials should be 
submitted to Chair, The George L. Hooper 
Scholarship Committee, PO Box 729, 
Walpole Town Hall, Walpole NH 03608

   – Kim Lewis
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At the Library…
Downloadable E-books & 
Audiobooks for free!

Did you know you can download e-
books and audio books for free from 
the library? You can book a half hour 
appointment at the library with Julie or 
Justine on Monday evenings between 
5:30 and 7:00 pm and Wednesday 
afternoons between 1:00 and 2:30 pm. Just 
bring your Kindle, tablet or smart phone 
and we’ll get you set up to download! 
None of those times work for you? Julie 
and Justine are pretty flexible and would 
be happy to work with your schedule to 
find a better time to meet at the library. 
To schedule an appointment, call the 
library at 756-9806, e-mail Julie at jrios@
walpoletownlibrary.org or e-mail Justine 
at jfafara@walpoletownlibrary.org 

Prepping To Sell- A Presentation 
with Robin Sanctuary from Galloway 
Real Estate

Join us at the library Saturday March 9 
at 10:00 am to hear some tips, tricks and 
best practices when you’re prepping to 
sell your house. Whether you’re looking 

to downsize or move across the country, 
selling your house can be stressful. Robin 
will talk about all the stages of selling, 
from what to do when it’s just an idea 
you’re tossing around to how to work 
with an agent to get your house listed. 
All are welcome and the program is free. 

Social Security Presentation
Please join the Monadnock Capital 

Group Wealth Managers Monday March 
11 at 6:30 pm. at the Walpole Town Library 
for a Social Security presentation. We’ll 
discuss strategies for maximizing your 
Social Security benefits and optimizing 
your retirement strategy. Please email 
Joshua.houle@stewardpartners.com  
or go to www.monadnockcapitalgroup.
com. for more information.

Gardening with the Hooper Institute
The Hooper Institute will be at the 

library Monday March 18th at 6:00 pm to 
help you plan your garden! Now is the 
time to think about what you’d like to 
plant, get any seeds started and think 
warm, sunny thoughts. Come on by 
for a fun lesson in getting your garden 
vegetable and flower ready! This program 
is free and open to the public. 

Stuffed Animal Slumber Party
It’s that time again! All are welcome to 

come enjoy a story time and craft at the 
library with their favorite stuffed animal, 
doll or action figure. After stories, you’ll 
tuck your friend into bed at the library 
and head on home. Saturday morning 
you’re invited to come back to the library, 
pick up your friend and watch a slide 
show of all the shenanigans that ensued 
overnight! Stories start Friday March 22 
at 6:00 pm. Pick up is between 9:00 am	
and 1:00 pm Saturday March 23. Please 
contact Julie with any questions at jrios@
walpoletownlibrary.org This program is 
free and open to the public. 

                  – Justine Fafara
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Lost In Yonkers
Mark your calendars now for The 

Walpole Players’ spring production of 
Neil Simon’s heartfelt and hilarious 
coming-of-age story, Lost in Yonkers. 
Winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the Tony 
Award for Best Play, Lost in Yonkers is as 
funny as it is poignant and is certain to 
leave you spellbound with laughter and 
tears.

This Neil Simon classic tells the story 
of a family coping with the challenges 
of keeping together during World War 
II and the struggles to balance love with 
tough times. Grandma Kurnitz, played by 
Maggie Jennings, is the matriarch with a 
will of iron and a hardwood cane who 
spared no rod in raising her four children. 
When her two teenage grandsons, played 
by Ben Robison and Anthony Mitchell, 
are forced by circumstances to live with 
her for a year, the clash of generations 
and battle of wills leads the whole family 
to learn important lessons about love, 
duty, devotion, and trust. The childlike 
Aunt Bella is played by Karen Soohoo, 
with the rest of the cast rounded out by 
Tom Durnford as Uncle Louie; a small-
time gangster, Lee Hentschel as the boys’ 
father; and Jenny Plante as Aunt Gert. The 

production is directed by Charlestown 
resident Mike Wright.

Lost in Yonkers is presented by special 
arrangement with SAMUEL FRENCH, INC. 
Performances are Friday-Saturday, April 

5-6, & Saturday, April 13, at 7:00 pm, and 
Sunday, April 14, at 2:00 pm. Tickets are 
$10 and will be available at Joanie Joan’s 
Eatery in Walpole, at 14 Westminster St. 
In Walpole. Tickets will also be available 
at the door.   

– Mike Wright
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Are you aware that Colonial Drive 
in the 1940s had a ski tow? It ran from 
North Road ending on the flats behind 
the barn that is now David Howard’s. A 
resident, George W. Jeffrey, who was a 
garageman and a mechanic, built the tow. 
He used everyday materials and objects 
in a resourceful way. An old Dodge truck 
engine, a bull wheel, tire rims, and a 
heavy rope were the foundation of his 
project.

The tire rims were bolted to trees 
along the tree line at the edge of the 
field, and the rope ran through the rims 
that were attached to the bull wheel 
and engine. There was no machinery to 
pack the snow after a fresh snowfall, and 

The Memoir Workshops 
 with Pam Bernard

Late Winter ’19 Sessions In Walpole
The next round of these popular, 

ongoing workshops begins the week of 
March 11. Each meeting is three hours, 
with particular focus on craft. Keene 
resident, Yvette Yeager, a frequent 
participant, offered some insights about 
the process. “Pam has a lovely way of 
helping participants tease out and 
uncover emotional truths in the telling 
of our stories. Her passion is contagious. 
I also love the format of her workshops: 
teaching a specific aspect of the craft of 
writing memoir; an opportunity for a ‘free 
write’; and finally, inviting participants to 
bring in longer pieces for critique from 
Pam as well as the group.”

If you long to tell your story but don’t 
know how, these workshops will provide 
a nurturing yet challenging base from 
which to begin. And because memoir 
is written through a mosaic method—
short pieces that often do not seem to 
relate to each other— you may be at the 
stage where you want to shape previous 
attempts with an eye toward theme. All 
you need to begin, or to sustain your 
process, is curiosity and a willingness to 
learn in the company of others whose 
own stories will fascinate and inspire.

Pam Bernard, author of four books, 
is a poet, painter, editor, and adjunct 
professor at Franklin Pierce University. 
She received her MFA in Creative 
Writing from Warren Wilson College 
and BA from Harvard University. Her 
awards include fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Arts and 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council. Her 
collection Across the Dark was a finalist 
for the National Poetry Series. 

Please email pam@pambernard.com, 
or visit www.pambernard.com or call for 
more information, including days and 
times, 756-4177.            

– Pam Bernard

paid	article
those who went to ski were expected to 
pack the snow prior to skiing. That was 
done by the skiers who side stepped up 
the slope with their skis. The rope was 
often buried in the snow, and it had to 
be uncovered for use by those planning 
to use the rope and tow - once again a 
skier’s task.

The skiers, many being children of 
various ages, went to the tow wearing 
their best ski gear which consisted 
of winter boots with jar rubber rings 
attached to their boots to hold the boots 
on the skis. There was a small fee of 5 
to 10 dollars for a season’s pass, which 
allowed individuals to be members of 
the Walpole Winter Club.

Eventually, a shanty was placed at the 
top of the hill, and volunteers were in 
attendance to assist and supervise. Both 
day and night skiing was allowed for the 
life of the tow. To quote John Burrows, “It 
was a big thrill for the kids.”

– Ann Rogers (with technical help from    
    John Burrows and Bill Houghton)

paid	article
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Surface waters change dramatically 
this month from frozen to swollen.  
Streams ease from a melodic trickle to a 
roar. Checkerboards of ice floes vanish on 
the Connecticut River as it swells onto its 
floodplain. Vast shallow ponds develop 
in cornfields.  A dark skirt of open water 
surrounds the edges of ponds while the 
ice becomes punky and unsafe. We are 
easing slowly to spring this month of 
March.  The “O-ka-ree” call of the redwing 
blackbirds proclaims it.

The release of surface waters 
this month is only one stage in the 
continuous cycling of water around 
our planet.  It’s all driven by the sun 
and the uneven heating of the Earth’s 
atmosphere.  When we hang our laundry 
outdoors to dry, we’re using evaporation 
to our advantage.  Water to water vapor 
is usually an invisible process but crucial 
to the water cycle.

Condensation happens when water 
vapor cools and begins to form small 
droplets. You see it on frosty mornings 
when any moisture from the warm air 
of our lungs condenses as white puffs in 
the cold air.  When warm air meets cold, 
clouds form.  As air is heated at ground 
level by the sun’s rays, it expands and 
rises upward.  We often see these rising 
columns of warm air, called thermals, 
capped with cumulus clouds.  The clouds 
demark the temperature and altitude 
when condensation happens. When the 
droplets become heavy enough, they no 
longer resist gravity and fall earthward 
as the myriad forms of precipitation we 
experience. 

Many things can happen to water 
droplets as they fall.  Sometimes they 
evaporate before reaching the ground.  
One can often see these thin curtains 

of virga from the sweeping vistas of 
Walpole. Snow crystals grow in super 
cold stratus clouds before they tumble 
earthward. Sometimes rain will freeze as 
pellets of sleet that hiss on our windows.  
The riot of currents in cumulonimbus 
clouds can create hail that stuns us when 
it crashes to the ground.  

Precipitation that reaches the ground 
is caught by trees branches and 
herbaceous plants. Vegetation breaks 
up rainfall that might be heavy enough 
to pound on paved areas.  Water trickles 
slowly down branches or sheds off 
leaves.  These droplets have more time 
to soak into the soil where it’s now called 
groundwater. 

Water and minerals in groundwater 
nourish the tree. After water is drawn 
in through the root hairs, it’s pulled 
up through the sapwood or xylem 
layer of the trunk, out the branches to 
the leaves where it aids in the process 
of photosynthesis.  Water continues 
its journey out the pores or stomata 
on the underside of the leaves back 
into the atmosphere.  It’s turned back 
to water vapor in this process called 
transpiration.   

During winter months when the 
ground is frozen, water is unavailable to 
plant roots.  Winter is a time of drought 
for plants. Deciduous trees are better 
equipped for this hardship because 
they shed their leaves and their buds are 
covered in a waxy coating. Evergreens 
sometimes suffer. You might notice 
conifers and broad leaved evergreens 
with brown leaves in late winter, a sure 
sign of a water starved plant. 

We also need groundwater for our water  
supplies. Aquifers are areas saturated 
with ground water that we tap for wells. 
We are lucky to have several water 
sources around town. Artesian wells 
puncture hundreds of feet into the 
bedrock and depend upon precipitation 
that fell thousands of years ago. These 
ancient water sources can eventually be 
depleted with overuse, as is happening 
to the Ogalala Aquifer under the U. S. 
Great Plains.

Rainfall can also trickle or rush across 
the ground. We call this run-off. Run-
off can join our bubbling brooks or 
roaring rivers and move seaward to 
be evaporated again. It can also pool 
in ponds and wetlands where it soaks 
into the spongy soil and infiltrates into 
the ground, becoming groundwater.  
Wetlands and floodplains capture run-
off long enough to retard flooding in 
surrounding areas. 

Next time you turn on that faucet, 
stop a moment to appreciate the gift of 
water. Not long ago, Walpole’s water was 
deemed the best tasting in the State of 
New Hampshire! Much information can 
be found in the Town of Walpole Drinking 
Water Protection Plan, published in 
January, 2015.  This thorough document 
can be found online and is very 
interesting reading.

Whether you’re just learning…  
or picking up sides for  
some pond hockey,  
the flooded and frozen field  
behind St. John’s is a great  
place to spend a  
wintry afternoon. 
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Dinner Theater
River Theater Company and the 

Charlestown Rotary will again present a 
murder mystery dinner event, Downtown 
Crabbey, a Downton Abbey-inspired parody  
on Friday and Saturday March 22 and 23. 
Doors open at 5:30 pm in the old Town 
Hall on Summer Street behind Ralph’s 
Super Market in Charlestown, NH. Those 
attending are encouraged to come 
dressed in costumes of the era.

Set in 1900, a Hotel Inspector is due to  
inspect Downtown Crabbey, a hotel designed  
for young American travelers to feel at home  
in London. His arrival causes something 
of a panic, but unfortunately (for him) 
he is found dead before he can begin 
his work. Over the course of the dinner 
the audience will be able to sort out 
the clues provided by actors in scripted 
scenes and improvisational interactions 
with the audience who can then attempt 
to solve the mystery of his death.

Tickets are $30, including a three 
course dinner with entre, salad, rolls 
with butter, dessert, and non-alcoholic 
beverages. Guests may bring their 
own alcoholic beverages. Seating is 
limited, and reservations may be made 
by emailing cedarhedge@myfairpoint.
net or calling 543-0433. Tickets can be 
purchased on line at charlestownrotary.
org or at Heart and Soul Music, Main 
Street, Charlestown.           – Bill Lockwood
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...North Walpole, as we know 
it today, dates from about 1872?Two 
years earlier, the water power of Bellows 
Falls was improved resulting in increased 
mill production, 
requiring additional 
workmen. As men 
arrived to work in the 
mills, they needed a 
place to live, leading 
to North Walpole’s 
d e v e l o p m e n t 
as a “bedroom 
community” for 
Bellows Falls.

Until about 1810, 
North Walpole was a 
dense forest of early 
growth pine and 
oak. A number of the 
pines still displayed 
the “Broad Arrow” 
sign, indicating they 
had been selected 
for the King of 
England’s use. A 
change began in 1810 when Levi Chapin, 
Sr. and his son Nathaniel purchased 700 
acres of land that is now the village. 
The Chapins agreed to pay for the land 
in ten years, with yearly lease/purchase 
payments coming from their timber 
cutting rights. They built a sawmill on 
Governor’s Brook (which empties into the 
Connecticut River at the boat landing); 
and contracts show they furnished 
lumber for the rebuilding of the canal 
locks in Bellows Falls; bridges at Hartford, 
Connecticut; the first Congregational 
Church in Springfield, Massachusetts; 
and Bellows Fall’s Immanuel Church; just 
to name a few.

Three hundred adjoining acres were 
purchased by the Chapins in 1816. 
In 1818, they completed purchase of 
their original parcel, and received their 
deed. By that time the land had been 
cleared and turned into farm meadows 
and pastures for sheep and cattle. The 
family continued in the lumber business, 
transporting lumber downstream, 
and purchasing additional timber 
tracts in the White Mountains. Levi’s 
son, Jonathan, managed the farm and 
business while his father was traveling. 
The senior Chapin, now owning most of 
North Walpole, died in 1833, and his sons 
Levi, Jr. and Jonathan took over the farm 
and businesses. Nathaniel moved to Pine 
Meadow, Connecticut in 1835.

The Sullivan Railroad, heading north 
in 1849 to Charlestown, and built mainly 

through the labor of Irish immigrants, 
cut through Chapin’s land on the eastern 
side. Main Street (also on the east, 
bordering the hillside) was laid out in 

1856. Levi planted a row of maple trees 
(a rod apart) on the west of Main Street, 
and began planting on the east side 
where the rail bed cut through the street. 
Chapin tried to get the railroad to change 
the route and not intersect Main Street, 
but he lost (the Sullivan line followed 
the river from today’s roundhouse, again 
crossed today’s Route 12 above State 
Line Grocery, and then crossed Main 
Street).

Main Street to the river remained farm 
land. As the mills expanded in Bellows 
Falls, these farm lands were divided 
for house lots. Irish immigrants began 
building comfortable homes south of 
the Catholic Church and west of the 
railroad to the river. Roads were laid 

out - Merchant and Vine Streets in 1870; 
Center Street in 1877; West Street in 
1882; Church Street (Route 12) came in 
1891; and Ash and Spruce built in 1893 
and 1896. St. Peter’s Catholic Church was 
built in 1878.

To get to work or shop in Bellows Falls, 
and to avoid the toll 
on the covered bridge, 
North Walpole residents 

would often cross the Connecticut River 
on the “new” Sullivan Railroad Bridge. 
That changed when the Arch Bridge 
was ceremoniously opened at 4:00 pm 
on Monday, March 20, 1905, providing 
a sidewalk. It took less than a year to 
construct that iconic bridge joining the 
communities

Steeplejack placing the cross 
atop St. Peter’s Church

North Walpole Village from across the Connecticut River
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You Need  
to Know That…

Coppertone
(Invented in 1944)

Can be used to:
• Remove tar spots from  

car finishes without damaging  
the finish - Apply Coppertone  

to a cloth and rub until  
the tar glides off.

• Remove candle wax - Rub on a 
dollop of Coppertone to remove 

candle wax from furniture, 
carpeting, and clothing.

• Clean paint from hands - 
Coppertone removes paint and 
stains from hands more gently 

than turpentine.
• Polish wood surfaces - Squeeze 
Coppertone onto a soft cloth to 
clean and polish natural wood.

Adapted from: Magic Brands —  
1,185 Brand-New Uses  

for Brand-Name Products by Joey Green.

Jazz Invitational
Kurn Hattin Homes for Children
Please join us for our 12th annual 

Kurn Hattin Jazz Invitational to be held 
at Kurn Hattin Homes for Children on 
Wednesday, April 3 at 7:00pm. The Master 
of Ceremonies will be Eugene Uman, 
Director of the Vermont Jazz Center.  
Each student group will perform two 
selections.  They include:  Brattleboro 
Union High School Jazz Workshop under 
the direction of Rob Freeberg and Eugene 
Uman, Bellows Falls Union School Jazz 
Ensemble, under the direction of Nick 
Pelton, Kurn Hattin Jazz Ensemble, under 
the direction of Lisa Bianconi and assisted 
by Jennifer Leonard, Northfield Mount 
Hermon Jazz Combo under the direction 
of Ron Smith, Vermont Academy Jazz 
Ensemble under the direction of Steve 
Cady and the Vermont Jazz Center 
Student Group under the direction of 
Eugene Uman.  

The concert will conclude with several 
selections played by the Keene Jazz 
Orchestra under the direction of Steve 
Cady.  Admission to this concert is free, 
however donations to help purchase 
instruments and enhance jazz education 
at Kurn Hattin would be appreciated.

For more information, please contact 
Lisa Bianconi at (802) 721-6931 or email 
at lbianconi@kurnhattin.org

   – Tom Oxholm

I sit here and wonder ‘How should I 
start with this article? Should I discuss 
the differences between plastics#1 vs #2, 
corrugated card board vs paper board?’

Nope. That will all come later. Let’s 
discuss the two most important topics 
at the Recycling/Transfer Station: Safety 
and Volunteers.

Safety: In particular, the traffic pattern. 
When driving into the yard, think of it 
as a one way street. If you are simply 
dropping off your trash (yellow bags) into 
the compactor, please stay to your left. 
Recyclables to the right.  Now, like most 
of us, we are doing both. In this situation, 
please choose between the two, then 
loop around the yard and do the other. 
Please do not back up or cut across. 

Volunteers: Proudly displayed at the 
front entrance of the Center is a sign that 
reads: “Walpole Recycling is Volunteer 
Driven” and, in the short time that I have 
been here, I can assure you that sign 
is 100% accurate. What a great group 
of welcoming community members! 
Next time you see our volunteers - Jeff 
Kennedy, Ed Jennison, Grace Chandler, 
John & Connie, Janet Swain, Will Corbett, 
David Adams, Mike & Marina Coneeny, 
Becky Brown, Cindy Stewart, Bob 
Grenier, Al Field, Sue Perry, Joe Beer, Phil 
Kimball, Mike Nerrie, Heather Collins, 
Neil Coughlin, Marcia Galloway, Rosalie 
Mougin, Bill Allen, Mike Daley, Jack Pratt, 
Paul Looney, Amy Howard or Maggie Kyle 
- please thank them.  They really do drive 
this center.

Lastly, we are always looking to recruit 
new volunteers. If you would like to see 
what the volunteering is all about, call or 
come on in. Keep recycling, Walpole!

   – Erica Sweeney

Gleanings  
from the Town Minutes

Select Board - January 31 - Mr. Jeff 
Miller, Chair, and Mr. Dennis Marcom, 
member, of the Walpole Planning Board 
were present to discuss the Ruggiero 
MSW Permit from the NH DES. Mr. Miller 
is concerned that, even though the 
State says the Town has to recognize 
State Ordinance, he feels they have to 
respond strongly to the NH Department 
of Environmental Services. Ruggiero 
should go back to the Walpole Zoning 
Board for a Special Exception. The State 
has to recognize what the whole history 
is. Mrs. Pschirrer will contact Attorney 
Hockensmith again to be sure the town’s 
appeal is filed immediately. 

Planning Board Workshop Meeting – 
January 22, (editor’s note - this workshop 
was devoted to solar installations. You may 
wish to read the full minutes at https://
thewalpolean.org/2019/01/25/planning-
board-workshop-meeting-1-22-19/)

Mr. Dalessio started the meeting by 
saying he came away from the last solar 
workshop meeting understanding that 
guidelines for residential installations 
would be addressed by adding them to 
the building permit and the commercial 
installation guidelines would be included 
in a new section on solar installations in 
the Site Review Plan.

The evening’s discussion covered a 
variety of considerations. In concluding 
the workshop, it was decided Mr. Dalessio 
would write guidelines into the building 
permit for residential installations. This 
may be in the form of a checklist. The 
criteria for number of panels would 
either be the square footage of the 
home or tied to the total yearly electric 
bill. Mr. Colley and Ms. Andros will tackle 
the commercial guidelines by adding 
a section to the Site Plan Review that 
would only be for commercial solar 
installations. In addition, a small group 
will be working on a solar ordinance 
for the town. That group has yet to be 
determined. The Public is welcome to be 
part of the group.

Select Board - January 17,  - Mrs. 
Pschirrer read aloud a letter from Avitar 
concerning Mailings for Data Verification. 
Avitar claims property owners were 
not granting the tax assessors access to 
their properties, the owners claiming 
they have not received prior notification 
of Avitar’s visit. In addition, one Avitar 
employee had had an altercation with 
law enforcement and was told the visit 
to the property without prior notification 
was construed as civil trespass. As 
a result, Avitar is going to send out 
letters to all taxpayers notifying them of 
upcoming visits by Avitar’s field agents. 
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Science Olympiad… 
Goes to Cornell
Science Olympiad is alive and 

well in 2019! This year there are 26 
students, grades 6-9, competing on 
two teams for Walpole in the middle 
school division. The teams just 
returned from an overnight trip to 
Cornell competing against 45 teams 
from all across the country.

Yes, teams flew in from Texas, drove 
from Ohio, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, 
and others. Of those, about 15 teams 
consistently finish in the top slots 
at the National tournament. It is a 
highly competitive tournament. The 
top finishing teams practice five days 
a week, and the only extracurricular 
activity the kids do is Sci O. Some 
schools even have a dedicated 
Science Olympiad science class at 
school. To finish in the top twenty 
in an event is stellar. Ruby Frithsen 
and Amelia Sethi came in 13th in Crime 
Busters and 15th in Potions and Poisons; 
Bella Smith and Miranda Anderson 
finished 14th in Battery Buggy; Jacob 
Bradley and Emma Johnson came in 13th 
in Meteorology; Marcus Flynn and Colin 
Reagan placed 18th in Dynamic Planet; 
and Ruby Frithsen and Hayden Anastasio 
came in 17th in Experimental Design 
and 18th in Elastic Launched Glider. 
Overall, our two teams finished 29th and 
31st, which is impressive considering our 
experience and ages.

With Science Olympiad, it is not just 
the competition that is so enriching. It 
is the dedication to preparation since 
September of these 11-14 year olds 
to master college level material; it is 
the unfolding of detailed criteria and 
constraints that must be understood to 
design and engineer these impossible 
design challenges; it is the testing and 
failing over and over again until finally 
there is success; it is learning how to 
collect data, take copious notes, figure 
out the best way to organize volumes 

of material; it is running to events 
between buildings expanding across 
wide campuses without getting lost; it 
is going into a test knowing that you’ll 
never know everything there is to know 
and being satisfied with your experience.  
There is so much magic that happens 
among the kids, the competing teams, 
and the chaperones, it is impossible 
not to feel the impact of the Science 
Olympiad experience.

Next up is the State Tournament at 
Saint Anselms on March 23rd.

   – Kim Lewis

Above: Walpole Science Olympians at Cornell; below, 
participants Braydon Patch and Francis Aldrich

photos	provided
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Walpole Business Notes
Flying Pig Antiques Reopens
Flying Pig Antiques, on Route 12 in 

the Westmoreland Industrial Park, is 
reopening after extensive renovations. 
The shop will feature over 40 reputable 
antiques dealers from New England 
and New York in booths and cases 
throughout the 4900 square foot facility. 
On-line auctions will have a dedicated 
preview area as well.
Connecticut antiques dealer Ian 
McKelvey and Massachusetts antiques 
dealers Kris and Paul Casucci have 
again joined forces to create their new 
venture, Flying Pig Antiques. Joining 
the team is Roxanne Reuling who has 
40 years of auction experience and is 
bringing a strong internet sales and on-
line auction presence to the venture. A 
Grand Opening at Flying Pig Antiques 
is planned for March 8 through 11, 2019 
from 10 am to 5 pm. The regular shop 
hours are Friday through Monday, 10 am 
to 5 pm. 
Your 100 word submission of “business notes” 

is welcome for possible insertion.

River Valley Seniors 
At Home Launch Period
For those seniors, or children of seniors, 

who are thinking of becoming members 
of RVSAH, now is the perfect time to do 
it.  We are in our pilot launch period, and 
we are offering reduced membership 
rates of $100 for six months.  For more 
information, call Tara Sad at 603-756-
4861.  And check out our website at 
https://rivervalleyseniorsathome.org. 

     
– Tara Sad 

In May This Year
Save the date for the 2019 Walpole 

Clean Up Day – Saturday, May 4, 8:00 - 
11:00 am. While the date has been in April 
in the past, Easter takes precedence this 
year. Who knows, the weather may even 
be warmer for our intrepid volunteers!  
(Though don’t hold your breath.) See the 
April Clarion for more information.  
   

– Tara Sad

Clean Up Day
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Valentine’s Day
Love is in the air. That’s right, Valentine’s 

Day is upon us yet again. Many know 
Valentine’s Day as that special time 
of year where you celebrate love and 
happiness with another. Cupid shoots 
his arrows and flowers grow just in time. 
Chocolate is passed around and love 
melts our hearts. But how did it start? 
That’s a much darker story.

A saint was martyred for his beliefs. His 
name was Valentine. Americans started 
exchanging Valentines in the 1700s. The 
Greeting Card Association estimated 
145 million Valentine’s Day cards are 
sent each year, making Valentine’s Day 
the second largest card sending holiday 
of the year. Aren’t there better ways to 
show our love? And should this focus 
just happen once a year?

  – Malesa Seavey (Grade 7)

(Editor’s Note:  This article was written 
last month, but it was so informative 
we thought it appropriate to print even 
though the holiday has passed)

Ski Team 
Strong Season Continues
Many people who have watched and 

followed the Fall Mountain Ski Team this 
year think that they may be good enough 
to make it to the State Championships.  

The skiers have been training all year. 
Many members of the team are fifth 
graders, and they could have made a 
difference in the team scores. The fifth 
graders can race. The scores don’t count 
towards the teams’ total score but this 
does help them get more experience for 
the next year when their scores count for 
the team.

The Ski Team has had many races this 
year all over the state. The most recent 
race was on Monday, February 18th in 
Center Sandwich, NH. The racers from 
the team include Ben Tetu, Ben Frithsen, 
Edward Gowdy, Holden Perron, Etta Bea 
Harrison, Sydney Palmiotto, Ana Lloyd, 
Braydon Patch, Francis Aldrich, David 
Northcott, and many more. All skiers on 
the team have made great improvements 
and gains thanks to hard work and 
wonderful coaching. These are the 
people that make up are very successful 
team. Wish us luck for the remainder of 
the year!       

– Ben Tatu (Grade 7)

Academic Fair
Coming Soon
For those of you who don’t know, 

Academic Fair is when all grades at 
Walpole Elementary School complete a 
huge research-based project on a variety 
of topics; and, for this special night, these 
students get to share their hard work 
with the Walpole community.

Fifth grade focuses on their own topics 
which change each year. Sixth graders 
this year have a topic focused on history, 
from famous presidents or politicians to 
famous battles and more. For the second 
consecutive year, 7th graders focused on 
a science-based topic. For the 8th grade, 
students choose anything the teacher 
approves.

We begin this process by carving out 
time from late October to December to 
research. In January, students started 
doing headers in art class that will be 
presented with the boards. Our headers 
are painted with care to go with all the 
time and effort of the rest of our project. 
In Language Arts, we spend nearly a 
month drafting research essays. In the 
end, we put together a presentation. This 
presentation is accompanied with some 
interactives so the audience doesn’t feel 
left out or bored.

This year, Walpole’s Academic Fair 
night will be on either Tuesday, March 
5th or Wednesday, March 6th. Stay tuned 
to school news for the correct date!

                          
 – Jade Nadeau (Grade 7)

Boys’ Basketball
Team Caps Great Year  
with Runner-up Finish

The Walpole boys’ basketball team had 
an amazing year and they only lost to 
one team the entire year. Dummerston 
defeated the boys’ team in a close 
contest earlier in the year. It was clear 
that they would meet again in the playoff 
tournament.

On Friday, February 8th, the Walpole 
boys defeated Westmoreland to advance 
to the finals in their home gym on 
Saturday, February 9th.

Unfortunately for Walpole, the final 
loss of the season happened in the finals 
of the championship tournament and 
the score was very close.

Even though they are called the 
Walpole Chicks, they should be called 
something else because they are way 
stronger than chicks. They had beaten a 
lot of good teams this year and we, as a 
school, are proud of them.

                    – Owen Waysville (Grade 7)
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A Modest Proposal
Why Super Bowl Monday 
Should Be a Day Off

The Super Bowl. One of the greatest 
Sundays of the year. But yet, we still have 
school the day after. I, Camden Fuller, 
noticed this injustice and decided to 
take action. Here are the top four reasons 
why we should have the Monday after 
the Super Bowl as a day off.

REASON 1: It’s practically a national 
holiday. I mean, who in America doesn’t 
watch the Big Game? Last Super Bowl, 
103.4 million people watched it. That’s 
pretty good. I personally think, watching 
the Super Bowl with your family until 
eleven o’clock or later makes you tired, 
and it’s important that children get their 
rest. We need to sleep in, which we can’t 
do if we have to get up early for school. 
And if you are devoted to your team as 
I am, you stay up the entire time. You 
don’t go to sleep early during the Big 
Game. It’s like going to sleep before the 
ball drops during New Years’ Eve. It is 
frowned upon.

Super Patriots
Walpole Students’  Reactions
The Super Bowl is a clash between the 

two best teams in the National Football 
League, the winners of each conference.

For students who are used to a brand 
of football that is heavy on scoring, this 
years’ game seemed really boring in 
the first half and meh in the other half. I 
asked kids around the school what they 
thought about it, and, with the Super 
Bowl being the lowest scoring ever, they 
had some interesting things to say.

Zachary King, a seventh grader, said 
“(the game was) Boring but I’m glad they 
(the Patriots) won.”

Seventh grader Aidan Parrot said “It 
was really boring,” while classmate Porter 
Willett disagreed, declaring that the 
game was “lit.”

Students went back and forth over how 
entertaining the game was while stating 
their excitement for the hometown 
team’s victory. Ian Smith, another 
seventh grader, summed up the game in 
this way: “It was kind of lame because it 
was a defensive battle.”

The lowest scoring Big Game before 
Super Bowl 53 was 14 to 7. The Miami 
Dolphins scored 14 and the Redskins 
scored 7.

Next year, I think it’s going to be Chiefs 
or the Colts who will be the teams that 
may stop the Patriots from returning to 
the Big Game, but we will see, and I’m 
excited to find out.

                                              – Ian Gould (Grade 7)

School Recap
This February has been a quick one! All 

students are preparing for Academic Fair 
night, which is scheduled for March 6th. 
We welcome you to attend. It begins at 
6:30 and is taking place in the Walpole 
Elementary School gymnasium.

Science Olympiad went to Cornell for 
a meet over February break. I talked with 
Mamta Dey, an 8th grader on the team. 
She said it was a fun experience. Though 
the results have not come out at this 
time, I am sure they did wonderfully.

Skiing had a wonderful season and are 
preparing for the state meet on Monday, 
February 18th. Everyone on the ski team 
has been working towards this all season 
long.

The boys basketball had their 
tournament this month. They took an 
amazing second place!

               – Sydney Palmiotto (Grade 7)

REASON 2: Say you’re rooting for a 
team other than the Patriots and they are 
going against the Patriots in the Super 
Bowl. You are OBVIOUSLY going to lose. 
So, you go cry yourself to sleep, which 
may then lead to nightmares. This may 
sound sad, but this is what happens to 
people who support the Rams or other 
Patriots’ victims during the Super Bowl.

REASON 3: On the other side of things, 
if your team wins the Big Game, then you 
need to celebrate with a victory day. Get 
together with family, throw a party, or 
even buy some fireworks. A victory day 
is always necessary for the winning team 
just like how the losing team needs a day 
to mourn.

REASON 4: Really, who in the world 
would want to go to school or work on a 
Monday? We have a great opportunity to 
make a Monday a holiday, so why not?

  – Camden Fuller (Grade 7)



Susan Bridge Blair
September 11, 1928 - June 21, 2018

Lived in Walpole during the 1940s and ‘50s,  
she always considered Walpole home.

Her grandfather, Hudson Bridge, gave the Town  
the Bridge Memorial Library,  

and also built St. John’s Episcopal Church

22

TheWalpole Clarion
published monthly for the Walpole community. 

Ray Boas, Publisher 
PO Box 757 

Walpole,  NH  03608 
603-756-4545

Submissions about community events and 
achievements are encouraged  

for both the calendar and features.

Submit ads, articles & photographs to: 
rayboas@comcast.net

April issue deadline: March 22 
Tara Sad: Copy-Editing 

Jan Kobeski: Layout & Design 

The Walpole Clarion on-line: 
thewalpoleclarion.com

Publisher’s Corner
Hard to believe it is already March 

in 2019 - and Town Meeting time 
again. I have probably spent more 
time working on this issue for you 
than any other in recent years. There 
is a great deal of information here, 
and I hope you take it all in in several 
relaxed sittings.

Some new advertisers, some new 
columns, and new issues in town. 
Erica, from our award-winning 
recycling center, asked if she could 
contribute Trash Talk – Perfect, I 
replied, and now you have it. Walpole’s 
treasure, Ann Rogers, agreed to share 
memories, and what a perfect way to 
start with snow on the ground but 
with Walpole’s Ski Tow. I encourage 
long-time residents to share their 
stories on Clarion’s pages. Contact 
Ann or me. In working on this issue, 
several ideas for the on-line Clarion 
have come to mind to work on: color, 
hyperlinks, and expanding exposure 
for our advertisers.

Another commercial venture on 
Rural/Agricultural land? Another 
proposed project to watch and 
become involved in. Watch and 
become involved with the Planning 
Board as they face solar installations 
in town - both residential and 
commercial. You can stay up to the 
minute by subscribing to https://
thewalpolean.org, where Lil posts 
town minutes when she gets them.

And, finally, Town Meeting. I 
learned a great deal about Article 8 
on the school ballot, and the Planning 
Board meetings. I attended several 
meetings, and I, too, encourage you 
to vote an educated YES on those 
articles.  

– Ray Boas, Publisher

Small World
As we enter March, I am reminded 

of this trip which we began in April of 
2006.

I may share other portions of the trip 
later, but for now I will concentrate on 
an event we enjoyed while in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

This takes place on Day 12 of our trip, 
and we decided we would like to take 
the night dinner cruise on the ‘General 
Jackson’, which included a stage show.  
There was a luncheon cruise but we 
decided on the night cruise.  So we 
clean the camper and make reservations 
to extend our stay for a couple of more 
days, in order to visit the Country Music 
Hall of Fame and downtown Nashville.

At 5:30 pm, the bus arrived to take 
us and others to the dock to board the 
‘General Jackson’.  According to our 
tickets, we were assigned to Table #1, 
which luckily was near the stage.  Our 
dinner companions were a couple from 
Texas and three persons from Canada.  
The young lady who was in charge of 
our table started off by asking where we 
were all from.  When we mentioned that 

we were from New Hampshire, she asked 
the usual question, “What part of New 
Hampshire?”  My first thought was, do 
you even know where New Hampshire 
is?  When we said Walpole, she laughed 
and said she was from Tilton, where 
her family had a construction business.  
She then told us what the menu was 
for dinner.  Chicken fried steak, mashed 
potatoes, vegetables, and rolls.  Trying 
to get a laugh from the group, I said to 
her, “The food will be separated, so none 
of it will be touching each other, right?”  
Her reply was, “Just to make you feel at 
home, we will stack yours, stick a fork 
in the middle in order for you to pick it 
all up at once!”  The three from Canada 
nearly fell out of their chairs laughing, as 
did I and Fran.  

At this point the nightly entertainment 
came out onto the stage for an evening 
of singing.  The group included some 
African-Americans.  Then the couple 
from Texas showed their true colors with 
some rude racist remarks which started 
to put a damper on the evening.  That 
is until dinner was served.  Everyone at 
the table was served prior to myself, and 
there was a roar of laughter when my 
plate was placed in from of me.  True to 
her word, my meal was stacked with my 
fork stuck in the middle.  I got even with 
her when we left by leaving a larger tip 
than planned, due to her making it a fun 
filled evening.
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FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 

seven years of publication:

One Year Ago (March 2018) - On February 13, the 
Walpole Planning Board was informed by Paul Saba, 
owner of Big Deal stores in Keene and Chesterfield, that 
he will be seeking a special exception from the Walpole 
Zoning Board that will allow him to build a gas station 
and convenience store on agricultural land, just a few 
yards south of the Walpole Veterinary Hospital on Route 
12. (Ed. Note - This notice prompted the work that has now 
preserved this land forever)

Three Years Ago (March 2016) - Almost five years of 
dedicated work by members of the Walpole community 
culminated on January 28, 2016 when the Trustees of 
the George L. Hooper Trust – Steve Dalessio, Whitney 
Aldrich and Peggy Pschirrer – signed documents with 
the Monadnock Conservancy, a Keene-based land 
conservation trust, placing a permanent conservation 
easement on the Hooper Golf Course property.

Five Years Ago (March 2014) - On February 7, the Graves 
Family’s Great Brook Farm received the Farm of Distinction 
Award at the New Hampshire Farm & Forest Expo hosted 
by the New Hampshire Department of Agriculture in 
Manchester. Governor Maggie Hassan addressed the 
crowd of nearly 200 … John Graves established the farm 
in 1761.

Seven Years Ago - (March 2012) - Walpole was named 
one of New Hampshire’s newest HeartSafe communities 
at a ceremony in Concord on February 17. The HeartSafe 
program was created to help communities improve their 
response capabilities to cardiac arrest victims by increasing 
the number of people trained in CPR; and, expanding the 
availability of Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs).

The letters will raise costs for the town 
since all mailings are the responsibility 
of the town pursuant to the contract 
between Walpole and Avitar. The letter 
from Avitar also said they would be 
starting the mailings over the next few 
weeks. Mr. Dalessio and Ms. Mayberry 
mentioned that, in the past, Avitar had 
placed hangers on property owners’ 
doors, but those hangers contained no 
identification about Avitar or that they 
had been hired by the town to conduct 
these inspections. Mrs. Pschirrer read 
aloud from Avitar’s letter that letters 
would be sent to individual taxpayers 
and, if the town does not hear from the 
taxpayer, the lack of response would be 
perceived as consent to continue with 
the process.     – Ray Boas

Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street
Bensonwood Homes 

6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road
LaValley’s Building Supply 

40 Meadow Access Lane
Hooper Golf Course 

166 Prospect Hill Road
Congregational Church 

15 Washington Street
Chamberlain Machine 

14 Darlng Lane
Alyson’s Orchard 
Wentworth Road
Bowman Dental 

48 Meadow Access Lane
Hubbard Park 

30 Upper Walpole Road
Savings Bank of Walpole 

North Meadow Plaza

Police & Fire vehicles in Walpole and 
North Walpole are also AED-equipped.

Continued from Page 17: Gleanings
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