
A Monthly Community Publication  •  Volume IX, Issue 6  •  June, 2019

A Fond Hooper Institute Farewell

Don’t 
Forget

TAXES DUE

On or  
Before
July 1

Eloise Clark to Retire
A retirement reception for Eloise Clark 

will be held Sunday, June 23 from 1:00 
to 4:00 pm at the Hooper Institute, 165 
Prospect Hill Road. The public is invited 
to stop by and help celebrate Eloise’s 42 
year tenure as Director of the Hooper 
Institute. The celebration is hosted by 
The Hooper Institute Committee.  

The committee hopes guests might 
jot down a memory of their experiences 
with Eloise, either a classroom experience 
or a memorable moment from the many 
expeditions she has led. Photo albums 
and posters will be on display sharing 
Eloise’s activities.

Readers are encouraged to write down 
a memory of your time with Eloise that 
can be added to a scrapbook for her.

State House  
200th Anniversay

For all you history buffs, the first week 
in June will mark the 200th anniversary 
of the New Hampshire State House, 
also known as The People’s House. 
The House of Representatives still sits 
in Representative’s Hall--the chamber 
originally occupied in 1819—and we 
are the longest serving legislature to do 
so continuously. The Senate Chamber, 
originally shared with the Supreme Court, 
has just undergone a major restoration, 
and the Barry Faulkner murals painted 
in 1942 are newly clean and bright. 
The State House dome has been 
painstakingly restored and regilded, and 
the Eagle shines proudly atop it all.

 There are activities taking place all 
week long, starting with an opening 
ceremony on Sunday, June 2 at 1:00 pm.  
There will be reenactments of an 1819 See article  on Page 4

photos provided

See article  on Page 11

See article  on Page 4

Eloise with students at the Hooper 
Institute

Eloise Clark
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Walker Road
Riverfront Open House 
A year’s work by the community 

culminated with an Open House 
celebration Saturday, May 11, for the 
permanent conservation and protection 
of 1,000 feet of Connecticut River shoreline 
and ten acres of land in three levels leading 
down to the river’s edge, at the South 
Street entrance to Walpole Village.

Chuck Shaw welcomed the assembled 
crowd of over fifty, and made some brief 
remarks about the work leading to the 
day’s Open House. Then a ribbon was 
cut on the path leading to the lower 
levels that are not seen from the Route 
12. Holding the ceremonial ribbon along 
with Chuck Shaw and Ray Boas were 
members of the Walpole Conservation 
Commission, now custodians of the 
property for the Town of Walpole, and 
Select Board members Steve Dalessio 
and Peggy Pschirrer.

The assembled group then hiked down 
to the river, as did many other guests 
coming later in the day. Refreshments 
were provided by the Pinnacle View 
4-H Club. A suggestion box received 
notes from the community for uses of 
the property, and an appropriate name. 
Tax deductible donations can still be 
made for the conservation of this parcel 
and other river front properties. Your 
check made payable to The Walker Road 
Conservation Fund may be delivered to 
the Select Board office for the Walpole 
Conservation Commission.        

– Ray Boas

photos provided



Top: Just some of the trash removed from Walpole roads 
gathered by Clean Up Day volunteers;  

Bottom: The Galloway Real Estate volunteer crew.
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Walpole Clean Up Day
60+ Volunteers Participate 
In 8th Annual Event

Saturday, May 4, was a chilly, cloudy 
and dry day - perfect for picking up 
garbage from the sides of our roads!  And 
picking up garbage is exactly what more 
than 60 volunteers did to help celebrate 
our 8th Annual Walpole Clean Up Day.

All gathered at the Transfer Station 
bright and early for coffee and 
scrumptious donuts (from Joanie Joan’s 
Baked Goods) for energy to tackle the 
trash.  Adam Terrell had organized maps 
and the best routes for likely roadside 
trash.  Blue bags from Northeast Resource 
Recovery Association were handed out, 
and off the volunteers raced to see who 
could collect the most trash.

Three hours later, the volunteers 
returned with their booty - and booty 
there was!

They collected over 2,100 pounds 
(yes, that’s two thousand one hundred 
pounds!) and 184 blue bags of trash!  
It is simply amazing that in a few 
short months that much garbage can 
accumulate on our roadsides.  As usual 
we found hundreds of beer cans (Bud Lite 
was the winner this year); lots and lots of 
alcohol nip bottles (with exotic flavors 
like cinnamon and coconut); plus the 
insidious fast food cups, lids and straws. 
(Just where is the closest Popeye Chicken 
restaurant? They drove it all the way just 
to dump it on our roadsides?) Judging 
by the garbage, there are a lot of hungry 
and inebriated drivers out there! There 
were hubcaps (Toyotas were popular 
this year), and even a license plate with 
current NH registration! There was a 
black mailbox in rather good condition, 
and a very large and soggy couch that 
was definitely not!

A big ‘thank you’ to Transfer Station 
Manager Ben Hoy and his great staff 
(Viki and Erica especially) for their help in 
organizing the event, and for disposing 
of the piles trash that we left behind.  And 
the biggest thanks go to our fantastic 
volunteers who made our Clean Up Day 
such a success.  Great work, everyone!

See you all next year!
  – Tara Sad & Adam Terrell
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The State House in Concord

Historical Society
Walpole Summer Fest 
On the lawn and inside the Academy 

Building, civic groups, organizations, 
artisans and community members 
will gather from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm 
on Saturday, July 20 for the Walpole 
Summer Fest.  Inside there will be tours 
of the museum’s treasures led by Ron 
Patch, and roundtable discussion of old 
Walpole Lore. Outside there will be walks 
through the village to view and learn 
about the architecture while on the 
Academy lawn there will be games, food 
and fun activities for all ages.

Would you or your group like to 
participate in this social and fun 
community event? There is no charge, 
just bring your table, chair, wares to sell 
or brochures/information.  But please 
call Sally at 445-2527 or Christie at 756-
9019 to reserve your space.  Or visit our 
website – www.walpolehistory.com – for 
more information           

– Sally McGaffigan

Theater Arts Scholarship
For Grades 4 To 12
Walpole children in grades 4 to 12 who 

may have an interest in attending a local 
class in the theater arts this summer are 
eligible to apply for a scholarship from 
The Walpole Players. 

The Players has a fund for Walpole 
children to help pay tuition costs for a 
class in the Theater Arts.

Anyone planning to attend a local 
class this summer is eligible to apply. If 
interested in applying for these funds, 
please submit a letter of interest by June 
15, with the following information: name 
of student, address, phone number and/
or email address. 

The letter should outline the 
student’s interest (drama, music, dance, 
technical skills), name of venue, and its 
contact information. In addition, in the 
application the student must add what 
he or she hopes to gain or accomplish in 
taking the class or instruction.

Please send Letter of Interest to Carolyn 
Norback, 250 Old Cheshire Turnpike, 
Walpole, NH 03608.         

– Carolyn Norback

Session at 2:00, 3:00 and 4:00 pm, and 
tours of the State House from 1:30 til 
4:30 pm. On Monday, June 3, there is a 
Governor’s Roundtable at 10:00 am and 
Executive Councilors Roundtable at 1:00.  
The Supreme Court will be holding oral 
arguments in Representative’s Hall on 
Tuesday, June 4. If you wish to attend 
the oral argument, please contact House 
Clerk Paul Smith at paul.smith@leg.
state.nh.us to ensure space is available. 
Wednesday, June 5, is Cultural Heritage 
and Arts Day on the Plaza in front on 
the State House. Thursday, June 6, is 
Legislative Old Home Days, and all 
former legislators are invited back for a 
picnic on the lawn. Friday, June 7, The 
New Hampshire Made Street Market will 
be set up on Capitol Street. The festivities 
end on Saturday, June 8, with more tours 
of the State House from 10:00 am til 2:00 
pm, and a closing ceremony at noon.

For a full schedule of events visit https://
nhstatehouse200.com/schedule-of-
events/ The State House Bicentennial 
web site, https://nhstatehouse200.
com, has links to a wealth of historical 
information. You can also contact the 
Visitors Center at 271-2154 if you have 
questions. The Visitors Center is also 
newly stocked with special Bicentennial 
swag, great for collecting or for gifts.

Come and wish this wonderful piece 
of New Hampshire history a Happy 
Birthday. We hope to see you there!

Representative Lucy Weber 
Speaker Pro Tempore

Continued from Page 1: State House  

photo: John hession

Taxes Due
First Half 2019
Walpole property tax bills for the first 

half of 2019 were mailed Monday, May 20. 
Payment is due on or before July 1. Early 
payments are encouraged so you have 
no waiting as the due date approaches. 
Partial payments may be made.

Questions regarding property 
assessment should be addressed to the 
Walpole Selectboard office, 756-3672. In 
addition, the Selectboard office handles 
any address changes, etc. that you may 
have, entering that information in the 
town database. 

The clerk’s office only collects the taxes 
due. In preparing your check, make sure 
to include your property description: Map 
- Lot - Sub. Including that information 
speeds processing of your payment. Do 
not use the invoice number. The due date 
for the final 2019 payment in December 
will be announced when known.

   – Sandy Smith
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Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their 

regular monthly luncheon at 12:00 
noon on June 17, 2019, at the First 
Congregational Church. Bring a friend 
and a dish to share. We are looking 
forward to having Robert Brown as our 
speaker. He will present an update on 
the rehabilitation of Chase’s Mill in Mill 
Hollow, East Alstead. We guarantee a 
great luncheon of delicious food and 
wonderful fellowship. 

Our summer program for traveling 
is open to those Seniors wishing to 
join the organization. The trips include: 
June: A ride on the Mt. Washington at 
Lake Winnipesaukee, followed by lunch 
at Hart’s Turkey Farm; July: We travel 
to Maine’s acclaimed Foster’s Lobster 
Restaurant, followed by a Michael Minor 
comedy show; August: Lunch at the Black 
Rock Restaurant in Springfield, followed 
by a Patsy Cline Musical at the Weston 
Playhouse. For additional information 
contact Paula Gallagher at 904-4045.

   – Jan Martin

Visit the Clarion website
Sign up to

FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL
For Deadline Reminders

Hooper Summer Camps
It’s time for the summer camps 

sponsored by the Hooper Institute.  
These annual camps will be held the 
weeks of June 17-21 and June 24-28, 
2019. Children entering grades 1-8 
are eligible to attend. Camp is open 
to Walpole residents or those visiting 
Walpole during these weeks.  

Rebecca Whippie will lead a camp 
for younger children, those entering 
grades 1-4. This camp is based at the 
Hooper Institute, 165 Prospect Hill Road, 
Walpole.  Camp hours are 9 till noon on 
the weekday mornings. Becky will be 
assisted by counselors who are Walpole 
teens.  

Each day of camp is centered on 
a Hooper Institute theme related to 
agriculture, forestry, botany, soils and 
nature study. Children explore the 
field, forest and pond surrounding the 
Institute. They play games, create crafts, 
sing songs and make new friends.  Camp 
is free of charge. However, free will 
donations are welcome.

Eloise Clark will be leading camps for 
older children, those entering grades 5-8.  
Adventure Camp will be June 17-20, four 
mornings from 9:15 am to 12:15 pm.  Day 
one is a hike from the Hooper Institute 
up Kingsbury Mountain where we’ll play 
games and enjoy the view. Day two will 
be a cookout at the Hooper Shelter from 
10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Campers will bring 
something to roast over an open fire 
for lunch.  Day three we will meet at the 
Walpole School and hike through the Mill 
Pond Conservation Area to a horse farm 
for some “horse love”. Finally, day four  
will be a “bike-hike” along the railroad 
bed to a fun swimming hole on Great 
Brook.  

Woodworking Camp is four days from 
June 24-27. Two sessions are held at the 
Hooper Institute woodworking shop 
from 9:00 to11:00 am and 12:00 to 2:00 pm.    
Children create the woodworking project 
of their choice. All levels of experience 
are welcome; however space is limited, 
so don’t wait to sign up. Through the 
nearly thirty years Eloise Clark has led 
this camp, she has been most pleased to 
see the pride of accomplishment in the 
eyes of the children.

Camp schedules have gone home 
with students who attend the Walpole 
Schools. If your child is a home school 
student, the schedule is available to pick 
up from the drop box by the front door 
of the Hooper Institute.

Any questions, please email 
HOOPERINSTITUTE@myfairpoint.net.

   – Eloise Clark

Great River Co-op
Annual Meeting Update
The Great River Co-op held its Annual 

Meeting on Tuesday, April 30, at the First 
Congregational Church in Walpole. 

Amanda Littleton, District Manager 
of the Cheshire County Conservation 
District, spoke to attendees about the 
challenges and opportunities for a 
robust regional food system. Citing local 
examples of initiatives and programs 
already in place, her talk left attendees 
educated and enthused to do their part 
to contribute. 

Voting members of the co-op officially 
elected Steve Fortier and Don Sellarole 
to the Board of Directors before the 
meeting, and other general updates 
were shared with the group. 

In closing, Fortier shared the mission of 
the Co-op: “The Great River Co-op serves 
as a leading resource for community, 
environmental, economic, physical 
and social well-being within the Great 
Falls region.” Then, attendees had the 
opportunity to brainstorm how the co-
op could support each of these areas of 
well-being. The result was a number of 
excellent ideas that the co-op plans to 
execute on going forward. 

Those interested in getting involved 
are encouraged to contact Steve Fortier 
at president@greatriverfoodcoop.com, 
or 603-903-2602. To learn more about 
joining the Great River Co-op, please visit 
http://www.greatriverfoodcoop.com/  
and on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
GreatRiverCoop.                  

– Steve Fortier
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Walpole Worships
Drewsville 7th Day Adventist  
Service: Saturday, 11 am

First Congregational Church  
Interim Minister, Rev. Dr. Joseph David 
Stinson 
Service: Sunday, 10 am

All Saints Parish  
Pastor, Reverend John Loughnane  
Mass: Tues., 5:30pm; Fri. 8:30am;  
Sat., 4pm; Sun., 8:30am  
St. Peter Church, North Walpole; 
Wed. 5:30pm, Thurs. 5:30pm, Sun. 10:30am  
St. Catherine’s Church, Charlestown 
Confessions: Thurs., 4:45-5:20 pm, 
St. Catherine’s; Sat., 3-3:45pm, St. Peter
St. John’s Episcopal Church  
Rector, Reverend Susan de Puy Kershaw 
Sunday Eucharist: 10 am

Walpole Bible Church  
756-4837 • www.walpolebiblechurch.org 
Service: Sunday 9:15 am

Walpole Unitarian Church  
Service: Sunday 10 am

Friendly Meals
North Walpole
The Friendly Meals for senior citizens 

will hold their monthly dinner on Friday, 
June 28, at St. Peter’s Church in North 
Walpole. The meal will be served at 
noon. On the menu will be roast beef au 
jus, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, 
and a pumpkin cookie for dessert.

Friendly Meals are open to senior 
citizens (60+) from all area towns and 
are available on a donation basis.  
Reservations are essential, as seating is 
limited. Call Gia at 352-2253 by 11:00 am 
on Wednesday, June 26.

Arrive early and have your blood 
pressure taken at the Nurse Is In clinic. A 
wellness nurse from Home Healthcare, 
Hospice and Community Services will 
be available from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm 
to check blood pressures and answer 
questions about home care and general 
health concerns you may have.

The Friendly Meals and Nurse Is In 
clinics are programs of Home Healthcare, 
Hospice and Community Services, a 
Monadnock United Way agency.

   – Lara Larson

Non-fiction Book Group 
On Monday, June 10, 6:00 pm, on the 

2nd Floor of the Walpole Town Hall, we 
will begin the study of three essays on 
emerging nationalism and the attendant 
weakening of liberal democracies; the 
decline of the “Global Order” which 
emerged after two World Wars of the 
20th Century. 

Building a Better Nationalism, The 
Nation’s Place in a Globalized World by 
Yael Tamir; The Broken Bargain, How 
Nationalism Came Back by Jack Snyder; 
and False Flags, The Myth of the Nationalist 
Resurgence, by Jan-Werner Müller.

Call Ron at 756-3695, or email 
ronmaclachlan03608@gmail.com for 
more information.

                   – Ron MacLachlan
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Walpole Unitarian
June  Services

• Sunday, June 2: Rev M. Ellen Kennedy – 
Circle Sunday at Hastings Parish house
• Sunday, June 9: Rev. Elaine Bomford 
– Lilith. We honor the sacred feminine, 
in all of nature and in every person. 
• Sunday, June 23: Rev. Elaine Bomford 
– Flower Celebration. Bring a flower (or 
several) for this ceremony, an affirmation 
of diversity and unity, begun by one 
of the cornerstones of our tradition, 
Reverend Norbert Capek.
• Sunday, June 30: Keith Penniman

   – Wendy Harty

First Congregational
We have been very fortunate to have 

the Rev. Dr. David Stinson with us since 
November. He insisted it was time to 
retire. Going forward, Rachelle Eaton 
will be our minister. She is going to be 
ordained in the Acworth Church on 
Sunday, June 9, at 3:00 pm. Her husband, 
Joel, is the minister of the Acworth 
Church. Rachelle is completing her 
requirements for ordination as we 
speak. For more details, please go to our 
website at www.walpolenhucc.org and 
read the June Parish Visitor which has the 
ordination announcement and a copy of 
her resume.

With Mother’s Day comes an annual 
fundraiser to provide resources for the 
Alstead Food Pantry to acquire supplies 
related to care and nutrition of infants 
and toddlers. Baby bottles are distributed 
to the congregation, and the people are 
encouraged to fill them with change 
during the period from Mother’s Day to 
Father’s Day. Last year two individuals 
offered to match the collected amount, 
resulting in over two thousand dollars 
being raised. If you want to be part of 
this outreach effort, just call the church 
at 756-4075 and we will arrange a baby 
bottle for you to pick up. Thank you for 
helping.

At a recent meeting of the UCC 
Churches of Southwest New Hampshire, 
a presentation about the changing 
landscape of church attendance today 
versus 1962 was given by Rev. Don 
Remick, a minister in the Massachusetts 
Conference of the UCC. While the session 
lasted over one hour, there were some 
significant “take home” messages about 
church and people’s lives. In a nutshell, 
the same percent of people believe 
in a higher spiritual being and in the 
power of prayer as did in 1962. However 
the percent connected to a Christian 
church is around 19 percent today, when 
back in 1962 it was over 85%. What’s 
happened? There was a list presented 
that included the loss of Sunday morning 
to organized activities, other places 
where spirituality is experienced, other 
ways to stay connected. Also, churches 
are hypocritical, churches impose 
doctrine and morals, and churches are 
political. What do people say they are 
looking for? They want conversation and 
dialog; clarity of values; acceptance and 
belonging; making a difference in peace, 
poverty, the planet (climate change); 
and people. Hanging on the west wall by 
the entrance to our church is a banner: 
“Be the Church”. Please take a walk, read 
it, pray and come join us. This is what we 
stand for.  Peace,

   – Chuck Shaw

We Need To Start Composting, 
Walpole!

Last month our compactor held 
61,220 pounds of “Walpole bags”. On 
the average, 33% of that waste can be 
composted. That is a staggering 20,203 
pounds of waste that does not need 
to be hauled off to Penacook to the 
incinerator. 

Right now we are accepting lawn 
clippings and leaves. We would like 
to start accepting food waste, such as 
coffee grinds and any fruit and veggie 
waste. Not only can we save on waste 
throughout our community, but we can 
also reap the benefits of having a rich 
compost pile that is available to our 
beloved community. Currently we have 
years and years of yard waste compost - 
“black gold.” We need to move this pile so 
we can start fresh with mixing yard and 
food waste. All residents are welcome 
to come and get leaf and grass clipping 
compost. Bring your own bucket and 
shovel.  For bigger loads, we can use the 
bobcat to load your pick-up. Please call 
for this service in advance – 445-5197. 
Stayed tuned for further updates on this 
topic.

Ben and I have been furthering our 
education by going to seminars and 
staying in contact with the Department 
of Environmental Services. We recognize 
the need, and are currently looking at 
our own location to see how we can 
accommodate composting.

Finally, please don’t forget to wash 
out your recyclables, as the vapors of 
warmed milk and beer is awful this time 
of year!               

– Erica Sweeney

WHS Presentation
Graffiti: 200 Years of History  
at the Dodge Tavern

The Walpole Historical Society 
is hosting a presentation by local 
archaeologist, Gail Golec, entitled 
Graffiti: 200 Years of History at the Dodge 
Tavern, on Friday, June 7, at 7:00 pm at the 
Walpole Town Hall.

The Old Dodge Tavern had been the 
cornerstone of a small enclave in the 
northeast corner of town known as The 
Valley for more than 200 years. Golec’s 
presentation will give a comprehensive 
history of The Valley, and serve as the 
backdrop for the WHS summer exhibit 
about The Valley, opening that weekend, 
entitled Life in “The Valley”: The history of 
a little known Walpole community, told 
through the MacNutt and Thompson 
families, ca. 1919. 

The presentation will be 80 minutes 
long with an intermission, and will 
consist of a narrated slideshow created 
by Golec for her local-history podcast, 
The Secret Life of Death. The event is free 
of charge and open to all.  There will be 
refreshments available.             

– Bill Reed
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And so it begins…
Volunteers spent two weeks in May 
packing books in preparation for the 
Bridge Memorial Library’s temporary 
relocation to Town Hall – second floor. 
That’s a lot of books…and boxes.

Walpole Town Library 
The Library at Town Hall
Construction has begun at the Walpole 

Town Library on Main St. and beginning 
Monday, June 3, we will be open in the 
Second Floor of the Town Hall, where 
we will have all of our DVD and Audio 
Book collections, most of our Children’s 
collection, some of our adult Fiction and 
Non-Fiction collections, as well as all of 
our new books. We will continue ordering 
new materials as well. If we don’t have 
the book you’re looking for, we are more 
than happy to request it from another 
library in NH. It takes about a week for 
materials from other libraries to arrive. 
We will be in our temporary location at 
Town Hall for about six months. Thank 
you for your patience and all of your help 
as we make the transition. If you have 
any questions, please call or e-mail our 
Director, Justine Fafara, at 756-9806, or 
jfafara@walpoletownlibrary.org

Library Summer Programs  
& Reading Challenge
Our summer programs are scheduled 

and are looking better than ever! Most 
will take place in the Town Hall, and 
some outside on the Common. Our 
Summer Reading Challenge is also back, 
for all ages! You can sign up beginning 
Friday, June 21. You’ll set your own daily 
reading goal (in either minutes or hours), 
and earn prizes as you read. Stop by the 
library on the second floor of Town Hall 
to sign up for the challenge, check out 
the prizes and grab a summer program 
schedule! 

The Real Eastern Coyote
Join us at Town Hall on Friday, June 

14, at 7:00 pm for this great program 
sponsored by the Walpole Town Library. 
Learn the true story of the eastern 
coyote – how and when it arrived in 
New England, how it lives among us but 
is rarely seen, and how it contributes to 
keep our forests and fields healthy.  Learn 
why it is a creature of our own making!  It 
is smart, beneficial and, by its presence, 
gives “wild” back to our wild lands.  This 
New Wild also requires that livestock 
and pet owners step up to steward our 
creatures with greater care.

Despite the ecological benefits the 
coyote brings, it is the most persecuted 
carnivore in North America.  Yet, it 
survives and thrives despite efforts to 
eradicate it.  

Chris Schadler, M.S., Conservation 
Biology, will discuss coexistence 
strategies, whether you farm, hike or 
garden.  “Understanding the mind and 
ecology of the coyote can keep us one 
step ahead of problems”, according 
to Chris, who, with 30 years of wolf 
and coyote research, sheep farming, 

and teaching, will demonstrate that 
“knowledge is power” when it comes to 
living with coyotes.

Pencil it in: Planning for Emergencies
Thursday, July 11, at 7:00 pm at the 

Town Hall, we will be hosting a program 
focusing on financial planning for medical 
emergencies with Robert Roland, a 
Financial Advisor. Learn about preparing 
for a medical emergency, equipping 
loved ones to handle financial affairs, 
and preventing financial emergencies in 
retirement.   

– Justine Fafara
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Historical Society
Hardtacks
The musical duo known as 

The Hardtacks provided both 
entertainment and education at the 
Walpole Historical Society Speaker 
Series evening in the Town Hall on 
April 26, an event also supported 
by New Hampshire Humanities. 
The performers Marek Bennett 
and Woody Pringle used stringed 
instruments characteristic of the Civil 
War era as they played, sang, and 
described the popular music of New 
Hampshire in the decades leading up 
to the Civil War.  Audience members 
were induced to join in by clapping, 
playing the (donkey) jawbone, the 
frying pan, and several other rhythm 
makers. Two highlights of the evening 
were the chorus of Uncle Sam is rich 
enough to give everyone a farm in which 
the audience participated and The Battle 
Hymn of the Republic which concluded 
the evening.  Walpole Historical Society 
Speaker Series events are always free 
and open to the public. 

Annual Meeting
The membership of the Walpole 

Historical Society gathered for its Annual 
Meeting and Dinner on May 17 in the 
Town Hall.  After a potluck supper and the 

logistics of the organization’s 
annual meeting were 
concluded, the membership 
was entertained with a talk 
and slide presentation from 
renowned garden designer 
and Westminster, Vermont 
resident Gordon Hayward, 
who reminisced about his 
forty year career in gardening.  
Walpole is graced with a 
number of gardens designed 
by Hayward. 

Bill Ranauro, author and 
Walpole resident, presented 
his book, Frontier Elegance, 
The Early Architecture of 
Walpole, New Hampshire, 
1750 – 1850, on May 2, as 

part of the Society’s Speaker 
Series. Bill described the process 
which allowed fashionable 
architectural styles to travel from 
urban centers to frontier outposts 
such as Walpole.  Architectural 
pattern books, such as The 
American Builder’s Companion, 
and skilled local builders, such as 
A.P. Howland, were both essential 
elements in the creation of the 
distinctive architecture of Walpole.

              – Christie Winmill

Bill Ranauro

The Hardtacks
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Distant Hill Gardens
Bird Mist Netting Demo  
and Wildlife Walk

You are invited to a Bird Mist Netting 
Demonstration and Shrub Land Wildlife 
Walk at Distant Hill Gardens and Nature 
Trail on Wednesday, June 6, from 4:00 to 
6:00 pm. Leading the event will be Matt 
Tarr, a UNH associate professor of wildlife 
and conservation biology and Extension 
educator.

Matt and a group of UNH graduate 
students have been studying the shrub 
lands beneath electric transmission 
lines in New Hampshire and Maine with 
the hope of better understanding the 
use of this increasingly rare habitat by 
songbirds and other wildlife.

The research team will be setting up 
mist nets in the shrub lands at Distant 
Hill to demonstrate how they used this 
important monitoring tool to determine 
the diversity and relative abundance of 
songbirds using the transmission line 
corridors. You will also learn about the 
various methods available to researchers 
to sample other forms of wildlife in this 
critical habitat, such as the use of cover 
boards to estimate reptile and terrestrial 
amphibian populations.

There is no charge for the event, but 
donations will be gratefully accepted for 
the ‘Distant Hill Nature Trail Fund’ to help 
make Distant Hill more accessible to all.

We will meet at Distant Hill Gardens, 
507 March Hill Road, Walpole, NH.  For 
more information, go to www.distanthill.
org.

NOTE: Rain Date Wednesday, June 12, 
4:00 to 6:00 pm.                    

– Michael Nerrie

… and a Bird Walk
Hosted by Distant Hill Gardens
You are invited to a spring ‘Bird Walk 

with Wendy’ at Distant Hill Gardens and 
Nature Trail, 507 March Hill Road, Walpole, 
on Saturday, June 8, from 8:00 to 10:00 
am. Expert birder Wendy Ward will lead 
her fifth annual bird walk through the 
forests and fields of Distant Hill. We will 
be looking for interesting species, as well 
as learning to identify the birds by their 
songs.

Just a few days ago an American 
Redstart, a Chestnut-sided warbler, an 
Eastern Towhee, and a Great Blue Heron 
were spotted on the cranberry bog at 
Distant Hill Nature Trail. And in the first 
five minutes of the 2016 spring bird 
walk participants saw an Indigo Bunting, 
Scarlet Tanager, Baltimore Oriole, male 
and female Bluebirds, and a Black-billed 
Cuckoo. Hopefully this year’s walk will be 
as productive!

This event is free, with no registration 
required. Children are welcome.  For 
more information, visit www.distanthill.
org.   

– Michael Nerrie

photo provided
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As Director of Hooper Institute, Eloise found the sweet 
spot, combining a Master’s degree in Environmental 
Education with her personal interest in farming, hiking 
and camping. She has taken scores of young students on 
hikes in the woods of Walpole, incorporating lessons about 
trees, birds and habitats. After a unit on the Connecticut 
River watershed, learning about the natural and human 
history of our valley and how water moves through it, 
Walpole sixth graders embark on a two-day canoe trip. 
For some students, it is their first camping trip or their first 
canoe trip. Throughout the day on the river, Eloise gathers 
the students to observe natural geological features, to see 
swallows nesting in the river bank or to collect clay dogs. 
It is a memorable trip for all. Her accomplishments and 
accolades are too numerous to list.

Please join us on June 23 at The Hooper Institute for a 
celebration of the time she has invested in our community. 
Come share your memories, look though photos and 
thank Eloise for all her work. She will be missed but we are 
fortunate that her influence on Walpole will last far into the 
future.     

– Becky Sethi

Continued from Page 1: Eloise Clark  
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The noises of nature rise to  
cacophonous levels in spring. People 
often complain to me how the birds 
wake them early in the morning or spring 
peepers keep them awake at night. The 
long days, the building warmth, the 
short, gentle nights all prompt a kind 
of biological frenzy. For many species 
it’s now or never for raising that next 
generation. Let’s travel from dusk to 
dawn and identify some nighttime 
noises.  

If you live 
near a pond 
in town you 
might be 
accustomed 
to the 
s o n o r o u s 
Rum of the 
bullfrog. It’s 
supposed 
to be short 
for Jug-o-rum but it’s the Rum that’s 
easiest to hear. Bullfrogs are our largest 
“true frog” as opposed to a tree frog or 
toad. They can grow to impressive sizes 
of 6-8” long. Their powerful hind legs 
help them ambush smaller prey. The 
green frog is another pond frog, just a 
bit smaller than the bullfrog. Its guttural 
Gunk punctuates the din of pond noises 
with its abrupt exclamation. If you listen 
really carefully, you may also hear the 
snore of the leopard frog. Sometimes it’s 
described as a sheet of paper being torn.  
This spotted frog likes to inhabit wet 
meadows adjacent to ponds.

One more frog is a night time songster. 
The gray tree frog is a solitary singer.
Listen for one on those warm nights of 
spring when you finally dare to open 

with the colors of tree bark. Its song is a 
solitary Brrrr-up. If you wonder why a bird 
is singing outside your window at night 
it might just be the gray tree frog.

There are two small owls that leave 
the hooting to the larger owls. As with 
our other owls they like woodlands with 

trees that have cavities for nesting. The 
screech owl lives up to its name with 
unearthly sounds. It’s been described as 
an eerie whinny or wail, rising or falling in 
pitch. Screech owls are about 8.5 inches 
tall with a 20” wingspan and weigh only 
6 ounces. They come in two different 
color phases, a reddish brown or gray.  
They sport tufts atop their head like the 
much larger great horned owl.

Our tiniest owl is the precious Northern 
saw-whet owl. It has a rounded head, no 
tufts. Its length is 8”, wingspan 17” but 
only weighs 2.8 ounces. Its luminous 
yellow eyes seem huge in such a small 

body. Its song 
is repeated, 
low, whistled 
toots poo poo 
poo…or toit 
toit toit. It also 
has a harsher 
sound like a 
metal against 
a whetstone, 
hence the 
name saw-
whet owl.  

If you’ve stayed up all night listening 
for these sounds, before dawn you may 
be greeted by the cheerup, cheerio, 
cheerup of the American robin. Robins 
are known to have two broods of families 
per year, sometimes three. They demark 
their territories with their insistent song.  
Robins are up early before the day begins.  
If they wake you, take their advice and 
cheer up as the nesting season is all too 
brief.  Enjoy this precious month.

your windows wide to  
 the soft air. Most likely it 
will be close by, clinging   
to a tree trunk or even
your house. The gray   
tree frog is about 2” long  
has a white belly with 
orange legs. Its back is 
able to camouflage

Saw-whet Owl

Screech Owl

Bullfrog

Gray Tree Frog
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Walpole American Legionnaire William Cadmus  
recently shared the correspondence reproduced here  
with the Clarion: a Thank You letter he unexpectedly  
received from 11-year-old Natalie King, a member of  
the Kindness Club here in town, and his reply. He  
applauded the Club, and Natalie for their  
thoughtfulness. The Clarion too thanks William  
for his service, and allowing us  
to reprint the letters.
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...at one time there were at  
least six covered bridges in Walpole? 
First, there was the Tucker Bridge that 
replaced the open Hale Bridge, the first 
bridge across the Connecticut River. The 
first covered bridge to Westminster was 
built in 1807, and was replaced by a third 
bridge that was destroyed by arson in 
1910. There were three covered bridges 
down the hill from the Drewsville Store, 
and a covered bridge crossed the Cold 
River close to today’s Route 12.

There was a road from Bellows Falls to 
Drewsville that would have had to cross 
the Cold River dating from about 1762, 
but the covered bridge there may not 
have been built until 1781. Shortly after 
midnight on May 18, 1907, Mrs. Charles 
Tole saw a light at the west end of the old 
covered bridge. It soon developed into 
a blaze. The family rushed 
to the scene, as did visitors 
staying at the Mountain 
House. Nothing could be 
done to save the bridge, 
which fell into the river. 
It was never determined 
if the fire began from a 
careless passerby or on 
purpose.

A special Town Meeting 
was convened. Some 
wanted an iron bridge that 
would not burn, nor have 
to have the deck covered 
with snow in winter, as 
was needed on covered 
bridges so sleighs 
could pass on their 
runners. A committee 
was appointed to make 
plans, obtain bids, and 
report on the type of 
bridge decided upon. 
The report was due by July 2.

The committee, along with the 
selectmen, decided upon a stone arch 
bridge, with a winning bid of $4,000, 
compared to the bid of $5,800 for a steel 
bridge with a concrete floor. Upon review 
of the plans by the State Engineer, the bid 
was increased to $4,300 for a two arch 
bridge. The contract was signed August 6, 
1907, with work to begin in ten days and 
completion in ninety days. Rains washed 
out some work, and the completion 
time extended to December 13. More 
time was still needed, and the selectmen 
accepted the bridge January 31, 1908. 
With 100 feet between abutments, the 
two arches were of equal length, 19 feet 
in height, and joined midstream from a 

pier. In 1929, two concrete arches were 
constructed and the bridge was widened 
to handle increasing Route 12 traffic. This 
bridge carried Route 12 traffic until the 
new Route 12 bridge was completed to 
the west in 1958.

And all was good until the 
flood of October 9, 2005. 
The stone arches collapsed 
with the flood. As a 
replacement, first proposed 
was a timber covered bridge 
over a concrete deck, thus 
providing quintessential 
New England country 
beauty. Sadly, that option 
was dismissed because of the 
additional expense. The new 
bridge, built from precast 
concrete boxes, cost about 
$2.7 million (including right-
of-way-access). The Federal 
Emergency Management 
Agency covered 75 percent 
of the cost, and the state 
paid for the balance. The new, 
and current, bridge opened 
October 30, 2008. 
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You Need  
to Know That…

To Help Tomatoes Grow, Use…
• Crayola Chalk to make sure 
tomato plants have enough 

calcium. Use a mortar and pestle  
to grind up a box of Crayola Chalk; 

then sprinkle the chalk dust 
(calcium carbonate) over the soil  

at the beginning of the  
planting season.

• Domino Sugar to grow sweeter, 
juicier tomatoes. Add a teaspoon of 
Domino Sugar to the watering can 
when the tomatoes begin to show 

color, minimizing the amount of 
water you give to the plants.

• Glad Trash Bags to frighten deer 
away from your garden. Staple 
or tie small Glad Trash Bags to 

tomato stakes, and let the plastic 
bags flap in the breeze.

• Jell-O to give tomato plants more  
nitrogen. Mix an envelope of 

powdered Jello-O into one cup of  
boiling water, stir until it dissolves 
and mix with three cups of water. 
Pour around base of plants. The 

gelatin helps the plants retain water,  
the nitrogen in Jell-O enhances 

plant growth and hastens sprouting;  
and the sugar feeds the microbes 

in the soil, producing more 
nutrients for the plants

• USA Today when impending 
frost forces you to pick tomatoes 

while they’re still green. Wrap 
each one in a page of USA Today, 

and let sit a few days until ripe.

Adapted from: GARDENING MAGIC:  
More than 1,120 Ingenious Gardening 
Solutions Using Brand-Name Products 

by Joey Green.

American Precision Museum
Now Open Daily
American Precision Museum (APM) in  

Windsor, VT is now open daily for the 2019  
season! APM features fun educational  
programming for children and adults, and  
scheduled, supervised activities each 
month. Maker Mondays focus on the joy of 
making. Tinker Tuesdays invite innovators 
young and old to bring something they 
would like to take apart. 

Our Junior Apprentice Program teaches 
children between the ages of 8 and 12 
about the history of the museum and 
why it is an important part of the history 
of Windsor and New England. This is a free 
program with the price of admission. 

On Saturdays, June through October, 
APM will host a Young Apprentice Club 
where qualified Junior Apprentices can 
learn progressively more advanced 
skills in coding, 3D printing and robotics 
operations. Some may complete a project 
that will be exhibited at the museum’s 
20th Annual Tech Show Windsor STEAM2, 
held Saturday, August 24 this year at the 
Windsor Recreation Center gymnasium. 

Coming in June on Sundays:  
Sustainability Speaker Series: Innovation in 
Manufacturing for a Sustainable Economy 
and Environment. A complete list of 
speakers and topics is on our website.  

APM’s museum store is a great place to 
get gifts and souvenirs of the Precision 
Valley of Vermont and New Hampshire. 
The museum is open every day from 10:00 
am to 5:00 pm, including holidays, through 
October 31st. Admission to the museum 
is $8 for adults and $5 for students. A 
$20 admission for a family of 4. Children 
under six are free. School groups are 
welcome with advance reservations.  Call 
802-674-5781 for details, or visit APM’s 
website. americanprecision.org 

   – Lisa Martin

photos: Christie Winmill

Library Plant Sale 
Thank You
The Friends of the Walpole Library 

would like to thank everyone who helped 
with our recent plant sale. We sincerely 
appreciate your support whether you 
donated plants, helped to dig them up, 
worked at the sale, helped to prepare for 
it, or purchased plants and/or gifts. Your 
generosity made it possible for us to raise 
about $1,500 to support our beautiful 
local library! Thank you again!

   – Jana Sellarole
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The game against the Iron Men 
was not a pitchers’ duel.

Walpole Maples
CRVBL Season Opens  
with Tough Losses

Late April and May were tough for 
the Maples, as the team went winless 
in three games. To make matters worse, 
two of those defeats came by way of 9th 
inning comebacks. 

On April 28th, the Maples squared 
off against the Claremont Cardinals. 
After some back-and-forth action early, 
the game went to the bottom of the 
6th inning with the Maples ahead 9-3. 
Claremont stormed back in their half of 
the 6th inning, though, scoring five runs. 
After scoring the tying run in the bottom 
of the 8th inning, Claremont won in walk-
off fashion, scoring the game-winner in 
the 9th. The Maples offense was led by 
Jamie Spence, who finished the day with 
four hits and two runs driven in. 

May 5th saw the Maples host the 
defending champion Putney Fossils. 
Putney scored early and often, totaling 
12 runs on the day. The short-handed 
Maples scored single runs in the first and 

Gleanings  
from the Town Minutes

Selectboard - May 2 - Two properties 
(24 Homestead Avenue and 63 River 
Road) have been deeded to the Town 
for non-payment of taxes. Mr. Dalessio 
requested the properties be posted with  
“No Trespassing” signs. The select board  
is awaiting an opinion from the Town’s  
attorney concerning a speedy disposition.

Selectboard - May 9 - The. Gowdys 
asked about building a temporary 
structure with no foundation. The 
structure is to provide cover for their 
cows during the winter. They asked if a 
building permit is required since this 
type of structure is not covered in the 
building permit definitions. The structure 
would be taxed. The board voted that 
Mr. and Mrs. Gowdy do not require a 
building permit because the Town’s 
definitions do not match anything they 
are going to build. Mr. Dalessio advised 
that, within the next 120 days,temporary 
structures will be defined and added to 
the building permit process.

Mr. Dalessio noted a letter had been 
sent to Ruggerio Processing Facility, LLC, 
through Attorney Hockensmith. If they 
make any changes, Ruggerio Processing 
is to come back before the Zoning Board 
for permission.  Mr. Dalessio will follow-
up with Attorney Hockensmith.

Mr. Dalessio acknowledged receipt of 
a notice from the Southwest Regional 
Planning Commission (SWRPC) on the 
2019 Monadnock Region Complete 
Streets Implementation Grant. This 
notice was turned over to the Planning 
Board. They are considering building 
a sidewalk from the Fire Station to the 
Elementary School.

Zoning Board - May 15 - Signage for 
Store in Ames Plaza - Brady Weinstock 
and her husband Gaetano Putigano 
would like to open an electronic cigarette 
store. They have operated a similar type 
store in Bellows Falls for five years, but 
the state is levying a 92 percent tax on 
all their products so they have decided 
to open across the river.

The store in Walpole will be next to 
Ocean State Job Lot. They propose a 14-
foot-by-2-foot size sign on the facade of 
the building, near the roof. The sign says 
“802 E-Cig Supply and Vape Lounge”. 
Because there was a Sears sign there 
before, this sign is grandfathered. There 
will also be a small lighted “Open” sign 
in the window, and another small sign 
hanging from the walkway ceiling and 
perpendicular to their store. The Board 
asked Ms. Weinstock to take a picture of 
the sign after it is up and bring the photo 
to the Town Offices so it may be placed 
in their file.

second innings, but were shut out the 
rest of the day, losing by a final score of 
12-2.

The final May game was played on the 
18th, against the visiting Connecticut 
River Iron Men. The Iron Men plated 
four runs in the top of the 5th inning, 
sprinting ahead for a 5-2 lead through 
five and a half. In the bottom half of the 
inning the Maples clawed back with six 
runs of their own, building an 8-5 lead. 
It wasn’t meant to be, as the Iron Men 
scored two runs on a long home run 
in the 8th inning, and then scored four 
more unanswered runs in the 9th inning. 
The Maples offense stifled from the 6th 
inning on, losing the game 11-8.

             – Shane Salmonson
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Hooper Golf Course
Renaissance Day Celebration
The Hooper Golf Course Reopening 

Renaissance on May 18 was a joyful affair 
blessed with splendid weather. The night 
before was a gathering of some of the 
26 shareholders and their guests for a 
catered meal at Watkins Tavern. Watkins 
Tavern is such a pleasant place for an 
evening gathering, we hope others will 
take advantage of this setting. 

On Saturday, the day began with 
11 foursomes teeing off in a friendly 
scramble competition. This was followed 
at 11:15 by a welcoming speech by 
David Howell, who remarked about the 
many improvements that have taken 
place at Hooper and how it’s been a real 
team effort. Ryan Owens, Director of the 
Monadnock Conservancy explained how 
his organization partnered with the town 
in purchasing the development rights 
for the 130 acres of the golf course and 
adjoining forest, thereby protecting the 
land in perpetuity. Peter Bowman and 
special guest golf author Ran Morrissett 
provided testimonials on the uniqueness 
and timeless design of Hooper.

 After the speeches, there were putting, 
long drive, and chipping contests for 
people in all age categories. Many prizes 
of tee shirts with the new Hooper logo 
were awarded. Those in attendance were 
offered tours of the course. The 2019 golf 
season is now under way.    

– David Howell
 

Youngsters displayed a variety of swings at the Hooper 
Renaissance.
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At the WES Semi Formal Dance: From left,7th graders Emma Soohoo, Sydney 
Palmiotto, Etta Bea Harrison, Zachary King, Camden Fuller, Ian Gould, and Owen 
Waysville; 8th graders Hannah Wheeler, Destanee Hardy, Kristyona Roberts, 
McKenzie French, Pearl Aldrich, Izzy Walz, Jessie Meadows, Miranda Anderson, 
Sarah Bickford, and Mamta Dey.

Farewell to Mrs. Brooks
At the end of the school year, Walpole is 

losing a wonderful teacher. Mrs. Lorraine 
Brooks, a teacher of 34 years here in 
Walpole, is retiring. Although she’ll be 
spending most of her time relaxing and 
enjoying the company of friends and 
family, we are still fortunate enough to 
see her around once in a while. She will 
be subbing in for other teachers from 
grades Pre-K to Fifth.

She has had many great moments as 
a teacher, but by far the best one was 
when “I would see a student struggling 
with a skill, and seeing that look on their 
faces when they realized they ‘had it’, 
and the hard work and perseverance had 
paid off.” 

She will be missed, but most of all she’ll 
miss us. “Simple as it seems, I will miss 
the students the most. Getting 
to really 
know them 
and make a 
connection. 
F e e l i n g 
that I might 
have had 
a positive 
impact in 
their lives, 
even if it is not 
immediately 
evident. I will 
also miss the 
c o n n e c t i o n 
with a truly 
w o n d e r f u l 
staff.”

A l t h o u g h 
she is retiring, 
she still has 
big dreams 
yet to conquer. 
“My dream for 
my students is simple as well. I 
simply hope that they lead happy lives. 
No matter what they do. No matter their 
job. No matter where life takes them. Just 
be the best you can be at whatever you 
do, and be happy in your life choices.” 

That simple wish has guided Mrs. 
Brooks throughout her entire wonderful 
career, and will be just one of many 
things that her students remember her 
for.                          

– Malesa Seavey (Grade 7)

Ms. Lewis…
WES Prepares to Say Goodbye 
Ms. Lewis is an outstanding science 

teacher who is loved by all. Ms. Lewis has 
worked as a teacher for 30 years. During 
these 30 years, she has worked 17 years 
at Walpole, 11 years in Bellows Falls, and 
2 years in Springfield High School. Ms. 
Lewis has done it all! She has coached 
basketball, softball, volleyball, and is 
currently coaching Science Olympiad. 
After retirement, Ms. Lewis plans on 
continuing to enjoy her life in new ways.  

“So much of my life has been devoted 
to teaching, in school and after school 
-- which I love, but there is much out 
there that I also love to do: hike, grow 
some food, read, learn, be athletic, travel, 
spend time at my family camp, watch my 
grandson grow,” Ms. Lewis said. 

When asked what 
her favorite moment 
in teaching was, Ms. 
Lewis gave me three 
different answers 
that was the most 
highlighted in her 
career. She said 
“When I receive 
a letter from a 
student 5 years, 10 
years out saying 
that I had had an 
impact on them. 
That really makes 
my day.” She also 
went on to say 
that she loves 
coaching Science 
Olympiad and 
watching the 
kids grow and 
learn. One other 
thing she said 

was that she loved 
watching and doing the Hindenburg 
experiment and being able to blow 
things up, which her students, obviously, 
also enjoyed. 

Ms. Lewis was asked what she would 
miss the most, and she responded with 
“I love teaching and sharing my passion 
about science with the students. I love 
being able to engage them and help 
them to understand their world just a 
little bit better.” Ms. Lewis has done just 
that throughout her entire wonderful 
career.                

– Morrigan Farnum (Grade 7)

Celebrating Ms. McDougle
If you didn’t already know, Ms. 

McDougle is a wonderful P.E. teacher 
who gets us engaged in activities every 
class. She helps us grow our muscles to 
well above the healthy fitness zone. She 
allows us to take our fitness above and 
beyond. 

Ms. McDougle has been teaching at 
Walpole Schools for 35 years. That is 35 
of her years spent helping children learn 
about how to be fit. In those 35 years, 
she has taught girls basketball, boys 
basketball, and softball. She has also 
been the Athletic Director for Walpole 
Elementary School. 

Her plans for after she retires is to 
spend time with her grandson, do 
volunteer work, play basketball, travel, 
and a lot of construction projects around 
her house. One of her favorite moments 
in her teaching career was when her job 
transitioned to include all of the students 
from K-8th grade. Another moment that 
she loved was when Kristie Zurmuhlen, a 
former student, scored a goal and helped 
her team, the Stanford Lady Cardinals, 
win the Women’s Division I College 
National Soccer Championship. 

She got to teach every child in Walpole 
School how to be fit. One of the things 
that Ms. McDougle will miss will be seeing 
kids laughing, smiling, and working hard 
without them even knowing it. She 
will miss teaching skills, concepts, and 
games. She will also miss the kids, the 
staff, the parents, and her principal, Mr. 
Jacobs. The thing she will miss the most 
is her daily routine that she has done for 
the past 35 years. 

Ms. McDougle hopes that all of her 
students will grow up and live healthy 
lifestyles. Another hope of hers is that 
“when I see them on the street I hope 
they come up and give me a hug.” It will 
be a big loss for Walpole school now 
that she is going to be gone soon, but 
her lessons and her memory will live on 
forever in Walpole. 

        
 – Ben Frithsen (Grade 7)
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WES Baseball & Softball 
Teams Continue to Get Better
Walpole’s baseball team is 7-0. They 

have beaten HInsdale twice, as well as 
Westmoreland twice, Leland and Gray, 
Charlestown, and Chesterfield. These 
wins have come from great pitching from 
8th graders Foster Willett, Mitch Cormier, 
and Colin Kinson. The team has also 
been helped in the field by great 
plays by 6th grader Zach Conley 
and 7th grader Zach King. There is 
a good blend of 6th, 7th, and 8th 
grade players on the team. 

“I’m really happy with how the 
team is playing now. They are 
improving each week. It’s a good 
group of boys,” says Mr. Gagnon, the 
coach of the baseball team and also 
the L.A teacher for 6-8 grade.

The softball team is doing well. They 
have 7th grader Etta Bea Harrison and 
5th grader Kelsey Fillion as the main 
pitchers. Kristyona Roberts, Emma 
Johnson, Kelsey and Etta have each 
scored a run. Abby Turner caught a 
ball in the outfield getting them out in 
a recent game. Megan Blaine filled in for 
Coach McDougle, the softball coach, on 
May 13th, and said, “The girls did a great 

job.” They recently earned 
their first win of the 
season by beating 
Chesterfield. Both 
teams continue to 
improve with each 
game. 

                – Jade Nadeau  
                         (Grade 7)

Walpole Schools 
What’s Been Happening?
During May, lots of fascinating things 

have occurred. From State Testing to 
wonderful visits from filmmakers and 
authors, we have been busy!

Our students worked hard and 
completed the first part of state testing 
so far. After a few hours of testing, all 6th, 
7th and 8th grade students gathered in 
the gym to listen to Daniel White from 
Florentine Films. He gave us a full rundown 
on filmmaking and how Florentine Films 
works, including how Ken Burns and his 
team have created some of the most 
memorable documentaries around. 

Next month, the Fall Mountain track 
team has their championship meet! 
Recently our track team has gotten Top 
5 for almost every event in recent meets! 
We even had someone score 1st in girls 
long jump (That was me! I jumped 13 
feet and 3 inches). 

Softball is improving every game, and 
the team is having a wonderful season. 
They recently earned their first win of the 
season, defeating Chesterfield. Baseball 
is having an amazing season, and have 
won every single one of their games. 
They are 7-0 at the time of this writing. 

Science Olympiad is preparing for their 
big day, and raising money so that they 
can go to Cornell. Wish them luck!

May has gone by quickly and has 
propelled us into the last 2 weeks of 
school.               

– Sydney Palmiotto (Grade 7) 

Bessie’s Story… 
Visits Walpole Elementary
The Walpole Elementary School had 

some guests come and visit the sixth 
grade. On Tuesday, May 9th, the author of 
Watching the Lights Go Out, a story about 
a dog, Bessie, who became blind and 
had to adapt to her “new” surroundings, 
came and visited Walpole’s 6th grade 
students. 

Bessie is a 
chocolate lab 
that Thomas W. 
Farmun adopted 
that had a 
d e g e n e r a t i v e 
condition that, 
when she was 
nearly eight 
years old, caused 
her to slowly 

lose her eyesight. The memoir, 
written by Thomas, showcased the 
lessons he learned from his beloved dog. 
The book is about how his dog, Bessie, 
had to re-learn how to do simple things, 
as in walking without bumping into 
things, jumping over a fallen down tree, 
etc. Although Bessie couldn’t see us, she 
wasn’t afraid to say hello! Before, during, 
and even after the presentation, Bessie 
taught us many lessons about being 
loving, nice to everyone, and always be 
willing to take on life’s challenges. 

We are very thankful, that Thomas and 
Bessie were able to take time out of their 
busy schedule to visit us sixth graders.

  
– Emmaline Cook (Grade 6)

Graphic Novelist 
Author Marek Bennett Visits WES
The seventh graders at Walpole got to 

meet a historical fiction writer 
named Marek Bennett as part 
of our Social Studies class. He 
has written a couple of graphic 
novels, including The Civil War 
Diary of Freeman Colby, and 
the sequel to this book The 
Civil War Diary of Freeman 
Colby Volume Two. 

Both of these books are 
based on a true diary he 
found. Freeman Colby was 
an actual soldier and a 
snippet of his actual diary is 
displayed in the end of the 
book. The seventh graders 
got a chance to write their own historical 
fiction graphic novels, based on what 
they were learning. Marek gave them tips 
for drawing their panels and drawings.

In the end, they all had a great comic to 
display their work, and the help of Marek 
Bennett.              

– Etta Bea Harrison (Grade 7)

Keep Up on Walpole Happenings
Receive almost daily updates

Visit  The Walpolean
https://thewalpolean.org/

Sign Up to FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL



Susan Bridge Blair
September 11, 1928 - June 21, 2018

Lived in Walpole during the 1940s and ‘50s,  
she always considered Walpole home.

Her grandfather, Hudson Bridge, gave the Town  
the Bridge Memorial Library,  

and also built St. John’s Episcopal Church
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FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 7 years of publication:

One Year Ago (June 2018) - Yale University and the Yale Club of Walpole 
sponsored a trip on May 4 to New Haven for the Kurn Hattin students graduating 
from eighth grade. Terry Holcombe accepted, on behalf of the School, a formal 
award from “the President and Fellows of Yale University congratulating the 
Kurn Hattin Homes for Children on 125 years of service to the youth of New 
England..

Three Years Ago (June 2016) - The Walpole Historical Society received a 
petticoat made and worn by the author Louisa May Alcott, who spent parts of 
three busy years in Walpole in the 1850s. Presenting the garment was Karen 
Augusta, who operates Augusta Auctions, a business in Bellows Falls specializing 
in vintage clothing and textiles.

Five Years Ago (June 2014) - The renovation project at the First Congregational 
Church, reported in the December 2013 and March 2014 issues of the Clarion, 
has come to a conclusion. The goal to return the church sanctuary and fellowship 
hall to safe and pleasing spaces for worship and community gathering has been 
achieved.

Seven Years Ago - (June 2012) - This year, as in most of the six years that Rep. 
Lucy Weber and Tara Sad have been in office, they had the pleasure of visiting 
the North Walpole School, where they met with the 4th graders a few days 
before their trip to the state capitol to discuss state government. Sad and Weber 
discussed their responsibilities as state representatives, and what the students 
can expect to see when they come to visit Concord.

Bandit Look-a-Like Saves the Day!
Some of you may remember when the 

speed limit on I-91 was 55 mph instead 
of the 65 mph that it is now.   During the 
early 1970’s our company, Hubbard Farms, 
was expecting some business visitors 
from Japan.  Being in the International 
Department, my boss asked me to drive 
to Hartford, Connecticut to meet them at 
Bradley Airport.

I left Walpole early in the morning, 
got onto I-91 and headed south in a 
brand new company car, compared to 
my personal car - well actually there was 
no comparison.  This car was smooth 
running. In fact within ten minutes I 
noticed the speedometer was showing 
80 mph.  I took my foot off the gas pedal 
and slowed down to 65 mph, thinking 
that, at that hour, there was little, if any, 
traffic and the police probably were 
changing shifts.

As I topped the hill at Exit 2 in 
Brattleboro, I noticed two shiny Vermont 
State Police cars sitting in the crossover 
strip.  My speedometer was showing 70 
mph.  Remember the speed limit was 55 
mph.

I checked my rearview mirror, and 
one of the cruisers was backing onto 
the interstate at what appeared to be a 
rather high rate of speed.

“Oh, great”, I thought.  “Here I am in a 
new company car, first time out, and I’m 
going to get a ticket.”

I immediately slowed to 55 mph and 
sure enough the cruiser pulled up and 
hung behind me, surely clocking my 
speed.

As we approached Exit 1 in Brattleboro, 
the blue lights came on and I knew 
instantly that it was not the “Blue Light 
Special at K-Mart”.

I quickly pulled over and a young 
officer approached my window, which I 
had already lowered.

“Do you know why I stopped you?” 
he asked.  My brain said, “No, and if you 
don’t know, I’ll just continue on my way!”   
But fortunately my mouth said, “No Sir!”

“Driver’s license and registration, 
please.  Where you heading this 
morning?”   “Going to Bradley to pick up 
some clients.”  “You in a hurry, running 
late?”   “No sir!  Why?”

“You went by me so fast, I couldn’t get 
the radar on you.  Then I followed you 
doing 60 mph.”

“Sir, I mean no disrespect”, I replied, “but 
when I realized that you were following 
me, I made sure I was at 55 mph.  This is 
first time I have driven this car and it is a 
company car.”

“Then I suggest you have the company 
have it checked on your return.”

Just then I heard a roar coming from 
the northbound side of I-91.  If any of you 
have ever seen the movie “Smokey and 
the Bandit”, you may remember the black 
Trans Am that Burt Reynolds (Bandit) 
drove.   Well, coming northbound is a 
replica of the Bandit’s car, sleek, shiny 
and black, going like a bat out of the 
Carlsbad Caves.

All I heard was, “Slow down, have a 
nice day” and tires of a Vermont State 
Troopers car squealing and saw dirt from 
the medium strip flying and his radio 
transmitter to his mouth, as he headed 
north. 

Thank you, Mr. Bandit look-a-like!  Job 
and reputation saved!

Wisdom Found Reading
“Respect and inner happiness  

are two great goals  
in a person’s life.  

The door to both opens wider  
to those with a sound  

moral compass  
than to those who struggle  

with right and wrong.” 
Rick Barrett, Buffalo Cinderellas:  

The Gentleman, The Huckster,  
and the Pan American Exposition
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Publisher’s Corner
Hard to believe that summer is 

here, and school about to come 
to close. Also coming to a close is 
Eloise Clark’s amazing four decades 
of service to the youth of our 
community. I encourage you to 
stop by on June 23, at the Hooper 
Institute, and help celebrate her 
transition. When I first learned of her 
impending retirement, I asked her 
if she would continue educating us 
with her wonderful writing on the 
Nature of Walpole. She agreed.

My focus in the Clarion is Walpole-
specific happenings and events, 
but occasionally I share with you 
something outside our boundaries 
that should be of interest. That is the 
case with the American Precision 
Museum in Windsor, Vermont. I am 
overdue for a visit to this fascinating 
place, whose mission is “To capture 
the imaginations of young and old 
with the spirit of innovation, problem 
solving and design demonstrated 
through the dynamic story of the 
machines and people which form 
the foundation and future of the 
manufacturing industry in America.” 
Read the article, visit their website, 
visit the museum and take part in an 
event or class. And, while there, make 
a day of it and cross the Cornish-
Windsor Covered Bridge (which until 
2008 was the longest covered bridge 
still standing in the United States) to 
Saint-Gaudens National Historical 
Park in Cornish. Pack a picnic lunch 
to enjoy on the grounds, and also 
take in the exhibits and home. I have 
toured many times, and also gone 
to the Sunday music programs. So 
much to do, and so close.

Have a great summer.
     – Ray Boas, Publisher

Born
Reitzel Robert Snider

April 9, 2019
8 lb, 1 oz, 22”

To Johanna and Slates Snider
Grandparents:

Rob & Barbara Kasper 
of Walpole

Reitzel & Evonda Snider 
of Charlotte, NC

Passed
Robert Fowler 

June 21, 1923 - April 25, 2019
Anthony Jurkoic 

August 15, 1932 - May 2, 2019
Henry Fletcher 

November 23, 1939 - May 3, 2019
Harold S. Putnam 

August 30, 1927 - May 11, 2019

Achieving 
Amber Beliveau,  

a 2018 graduate of Fall Mountain Regional High School,  
is a member of Worcester Polytechnic Institute’s (WPI) champion 

rowing team. In high school, she played soccer, basketball and softball 
all four years. She also swam for the Rockingham Area swim team.  

This summer will be the fifth year that she will be a lifeguard  
at the Walpole town pool. At WPI, Amber is majoring  

in mechanical engineering with a concentration  
in biomedical engineering. Walpole Business Notes

Spencer’s 
Spencer just turned 16 and will be on 

summer vacation soon! He will soon be 
back at work running the show!

New things at Spencer’s: A salad bar 
and new tap lines of revolving local craft 
beers!

Come help us celebrate Spencer’s 
birthday, the re-opening of the deck 
and our one year anniversary with live 
entertainment and lots of food and drink 
specials on Saturday, June 1 from 8:00 to 
11:00 pm with music from Mark and Deb 
Bond, and on Friday, June 14 from 7:00 to 
10:00 pm with John Sullivan. 

             – Shanda Donovan

Your 100 word submission of “business notes” 
is welcome for possible insertion.
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