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Driving north on Route 12, approaching  
Bellows Falls, the Great Falls area, and 
“the Island”, you may glance over the 
river and see the Hydroelectric Station, 
probably without giving it a thought. In 
operation since 1928, Great River Hydro, 
LLC, (GRH) purchased this facility on 
April 20, 2017 from TransCanada, along 
with 12 additional hydroelectric stations 
on the Connecticut and Deerfield 
rivers in Vermont, New Hampshire and 
Massachusetts.

On August 12, GRH, at the request 
of New Hampshire State Senator Jay 
Kahn, provided local officials from New 
Hampshire an educational tour of the 
Bellows Falls facility.  Great River Hydro 
is the single largest renewable generator 
in New Hampshire, with the largest 
conventional hydropower assets in all of 
New England. Under a Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes (PILOT) agreement, Walpole 
receives $520,000 per year from Great 
River Hydro.

The tour began at the Bellows Falls 
Fish Ladder and Visitor Center. The 

entrance to the center is on Bridge Street 
in Bellows Falls, through a chain link 
fence immediately east, adjacent to the 
Post Office. Open Fridays and Saturdays 
from Memorial Day through Labor Day, 
the visitor center is a nature museum 
operated by the The Nature Museum at 
Grafton, which receives funding for its 
operation from Great River Hydro. Free 
family programs are also provided in 
the two-level center. On the lower level, 
the fish ladder may be viewed through 
glass. From the deck on upper level one 
looks south down the Connecticut River 
looking over power distribution lines.

The Bellows Falls facility, one of the 
largest in the Great River Hydro system, 
is capable of generating 49 megawatts 
of power, enough for more than 34,000 
households. Its three turbines can come 
to full load in less than two minutes, 
a feature that is critically important to 
the reliability of the region’s electricity 
grid as more variable intermittent 
generation, such as solar and wind, 
become a larger part of the energy mix. 

Hooper Institute 
Welcomes New 

Executive Director
The Trustees would like to extend 

a warm welcome our new Executive 
Director, Helen Dalbeck.

Helen comes to the town with 29 years 
of experience in science, environmental 
and museum education. The past 18 
years she served as Executive Director 
of the Amoskeag Fishways Learning 
and Visitors Center in Manchester, NH.  
The organization’s educational mission 
was designed to connect students and 
visitors to the Center with local wildlife 
and habitats, and explore rivers, forests 
and watersheds in the area.  Additionally, 
Helen has created and taught holistic, 
inquiry-based educational programs, as 
well as developed exhibits designed to 
interpret the local natural environment.  

Helen holds a bachelor’s degree 
in Biology from Keene State College, 
and is a graduate of the Stockbridge 
School of Agriculture at the University 
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Continued from Page 1, Dalbeck Dollar General Update 
Gary Eucalitto of Sound Development, 

LLC, Trumbull, Connecticut, addressed 
the Planning Board at its scheduled 
meeting August 13. The board had 
invited Eucalitto to introduce himself 
following his purchase of the property 
on Route 12, where construction of a 
Dollar General store is well underway. 
Eucalitto’s “Linked In” page states “22 
years Real Estate Development and 
Construction experience. Including 
retail development, industrial, medical, 
and residential. Planned, developed 
and completed over 1000 residential 
units,1,000,000 s.f. of retail and industrial 
construction.” Eucalitto told the board 
Sound Development builds stores for a 
number of national retail chains. 

Eucalitto explained that  the marketing 
strategy of Dollar General is for area 
residents to stop on their way home 
from work to purchase “milk, bread, 
butter, and underwear.” It is “not a dollar 
store, but will serve the population 
well, and be very busy.” Board member, 
Dennis Marcom expressed concern that 
the low prices will drive local businesses 
out of existence. In reply, Eucalitto said, 
“It will impact gas stations that sell milk 
at $5 a gallon.” Further, he said the Dollar 
General goes after Walmart and Target 
customers, undercutting their prices for 
fast moving staples. 

A resident of Torrington, Connecticut 
(population 34,500) he stated there were 
three Dollar Generals in Torrington (an 
internet search gave addresses for only 
two). In 2014, he demolished two parcels 
in a small Torrington plaza to build a 
9,334 square-foot retail building for a 
Dollar General store. A new building was 
needed since his tenant, Dollar General, 
requires a specific floor plan.

Walpole resident, Eric Merklein (a 
former Planning Board member), asked 
to speak. He expressed frustration (felt 
by many) that the previous owner “flim-
flammed” the town with one proposal 
after another. Specific concerns are over 
the appearance of the building and its 
surroundings. Eucalitto indicated he did 
not want to offend anyone. Asking for 
pleasing vegetation and trees on the 
property, Eucalitto stated, “I will look at 
what we can do.”         

– Ray Boas

of Massachusetts.  Helen has been the 
recipient of two impressive awards 
from the New England Environmental 
Education Alliance.  She received the 
Environmental Education Program Award 
in 2018, and most recently was named 
the New England Alliance Environmental 
Educator of the Year in April 2019. 

She describes herself as “dedicated, 
organized, creative and innovative”. 
She has experience with nonprofit 
operations; financial and staff 
management; fundraising; marketing; 
outreach; conservation education; 
museum quality exhibits and creating 
new programs.  She emphasized that 
she’s returning to the work that she 
loves...teaching and interpreting nearby 
nature with schools and community 
gardens, within a supportive community 
that cares about the Hooper Institute 
and its programs. 

Her goal as the new Executive Director 
is to help put the Hooper on the map 
with expanded programs, marketing, 
outreach, special events, and workshops. 
She is “especially thrilled to be in a new 
watershed and to teach river ecology 
with a new river!” She recognizes that 
the Hooper Institute really is the center 
for agriculture, forestry, botany, soils 
and environmental science educational 
efforts in Walpole. She is hoping to meet 
many of our residents at the Institute on 
Prospect Hill, or in the field very soon! 

                             – Trustees of the Hooper Trust

Family Fun Day
North Walpole Village
The Second Annual North Walpole 

Village Park Family Fun Day will be 
held at the park on Main Street on 
Saturday, September 7, starting at 11:00 
am. Everyone is welcome. We will have 
games, including a friendly volleyball 
game against the Fire Department. 
Bring a chair and a food item to share. 
Hot dogs will be provided.    

– Diane Harty

Helen Dalbeck

Walpole Grange
The Walpole Grange’s Annual  Harvest 

Dinner will be Saturday, September 
28 at the Congregational Church on 
the common at 6 Pm.  Tickets may be 
purchased at Galloway Real Estate.  
Tickets are $12.00.    – Adam Terrell
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Old Home Days 2020
It will soon be time again. Walpole’s 

Old Home Days is celebrated every three 
years, the last weekend of June. So, mark 
your calendars now, plan to be involved, 
and enjoy Wednesday through Sunday 
June 24 to 28, 2020.

“Preparations have begun,” reported 
Cindy and Sable Westover to the select 
board August 1. Fundraising has begun, 
with commemorative stickers available 
at Galloway Real Estate for $5 or greater 
donation. Sponsors for various events 
again are being solicited. “We hope to 
have an even bigger fireworks display 
in 2020. This is our biggest Old Home 
Days’ expense,” Cindy explained at the 
meeting. The select board again agreed 
to accept donations made for Old Home 
Days. As a town event, those donations 
and contributions, made payable to the 
Town of Walpole marked for Old Home 
Days, are fully tax-deductible. 

Rumblings in the underground of 
Town indicate that a unique band may 
be forming to entertain and tickle the 
masses. But, everyone can become 
involved, and is encouraged to do so. 
For further information, contact Vicki 
Warzecha at vwarzecha@keene.edu, and 
visit, like and follow the Old Home Days 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/walpoleoldhomedays/.    

– Ray Boas

Friends of the Library 
Book Sale, October 25-27
Book Donations:  Book donations have 

been coming in this summer.  If you 
have books to donate, you have until 
Thursday, October 3 to do so.  They can 
be dropped off at the “Chicken Coop” 
behind the Hungry Diner, just past 
the white fence on the right; the same 
location as last year. You can drop off 
your book donations every Wednesday 
morning from 9:00 to 10:00, and every 
Thursday afternoon from 4:30 to 5:30.  
Please be sure that the books that you 
donate are clean and in good shape.  
Thank you so much!  Our annual book 
sale would not be possible without the 
community’s generous donations!

Book Sorter Volunteers:  We receive 
thousands of book donations each year. 
These books need to be sorted into 
categories.  We would really appreciate 
your help with this big task.  Book lovers 
will definitely enjoy this interesting job.  
The shifts are only an hour long.  Thank 
you for considering volunteering!

                  – Jana Sellarole

CROP Hunger Walk
Save the Date
Mark your calendar and join with 

friends and neighbors on a lovely 
walk through the village of Walpole 
on Saturday, October 12th, at 9:30 am. 
Registration/check-in will begin at 
9:00 am at the Walpole Congregational 
Church, and the walk begins there at 
9:30. The walk is about 3 1/2 miles, and 
the money raised helps to fight hunger, 
both globally and locally.

Twenty-five percent of the funds we 
raise is donated to the Fall Mountain 
Food Shelf, while the remainder supports 
the global work of Church World Service. 
The funds help provide food and water, 
as well as resources (such as seeds, tools, 
wells and water systems) that empower 
people to meet their own needs in more 
than 30 countries worldwide.

Whether you are a community member 
or a church member, walk with us! Form 
a team! It’s FUN! Together, we can help 
end hunger in our community and 
around the world! Questions? Contact 
Ellie Shaw at 603-756-4866, or go to 
www.crophungerwalk/walpolenh 

   – Wendy Harty

Great River Co-op
The Great River Co-op Board of 

Directors was recently invited to take a 
tour of the Badger Balm facility in Gilsum, 
New Hampshire. 

The purpose of our visit was to talk 
with co-founder, Bill Whyte, and Badger’s 
construction consultant, Steve Horton, 
about their construction materials and 
methods so that we can consider them 
as we begin working on plans to build 
the Great River Co-op facility. 

We would like to emulate these in our 
own building, because they align with 
our values of supporting our regional 
economy by sourcing materials as locally 
as possible, and making the construction 
and operations of the store as sustainable 
as possible.

Thank you to Bill Whyte for the tour! 
More photos are up on our Facebook 
Page. 

Those interested in getting involved 
are encouraged to contact me at  
president@greatriverfoodcoop.com, 
or 603-903-2602. To learn more about 
becoming a member-owner of the 
Great River Co-op, please visit  http://
www.greatriverfoodcoop.com/, and on  
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
GreatRiverCoop.                     

– Steve Fortier
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Pinnacleview 4-H 
State Recognition at Cheshire Fair
Members of the Pinnacleview 4-H 

Club spent the first weekend in August 
showing dairy cattle, sheep, and alpacas 
at the Cheshire Fair. Fourteen members 
of the club, chaperoned by their leaders 
and families, exhibited Holstein, Jersey, 
Brown Swiss, and Red and White dairy 
heifers and milking cows. Two members 
participated in the Alpaca Show, and 
two members exhibited Oxford Sheep. 
The members also volunteered at the 
4-H Food Booth, working the early 
Sunday morning shift. Proceeds from 
the 4-H Food Booth are used by Cheshire 
County 4-H Members to travel to Teen 
Conference and other National trips. 

Our beloved Re-Use Center Trailer was 
crushed unexpectedly by a mammoth 
oak tree on a clear and sunny day! 
Fortunately, there were no major injuries 
due to the fallen tree, but the Re-Use 
Center is closed indefinitely as a result. We 
are working with our insurance company 
and town officials to find a resolution to 
this issue as soon as possible.

Warm summer days have accentuated 
the odor of our refuse here at the 
Walpole Recycling Center! Please 
remember to wash out milk jugs before 
recycling them, and feel free to use our 
new foaming antibacterial soap located 
at the compactor area (where you throw 
Walpole bags), and on the wall near the 
aluminum can recycling area.

Big thank you to our Hooper Institute 
summer helpers Anya Bierweiler-Franks 
and Luke Gay, who did a great job this 
summer at the recycling center.

Another big thank you to all of our 
wonderful volunteers, who greet the 
public with a friendly face and help to 
make the recycling center a better place 
for the town of Walpole!

Please remember not to back up your 
vehicle at the recycling center, as we are 
striving to keep our facility an accident 
free workplace!

Walpole recycling has recently teamed 
up with the Walpole Police Department 
to locate and pick up abandoned “trashy” 
items left on our town roads and beautiful 
natural landscape. We have picked up 
several items in town, and disposed of 
them properly at the Recycling Center.

Keep recycling Walpole!        
– Ben Hoy

Photo: michael neRRie

Finally the members exhibited their 
records, resumes, photographs and 
other educational displays in the 4-H 
Exhibit Hall. 

The highlight of the weekend was 
Sunday when the NH Agricultural 
Commissioner, Shawn Jasper, presented 
the members of the Pinnacleview 4-
H Club the Commissioners Award of 
Excellence in Agricultural Promotion. 
For the 70-plus years the Pinnacleview 
4-H Club has provided educational 
opportunities in Animal Science, 
members have participated in projects 
that include: Leadership, Dairy, Beef, 
Working Steers, Alpacas and Sheep. For 
more info about 4-H please contact the 
UNH Cooperative Extension Office in 
Keene, 352-4550.                   

– Edward Gowdy

Shawn Jasper, NH Agricultural Commissioner awards the Pinnacleveiw 4-H Club the  
Commissioners Award for Outstanding Agricultural Promotion. Back row L-R: Braydon 

Patch, Abigail Putnam, Chelsey Patch, Colton Stark, Tyson Patch, Haley Christie, Sage 
Stark, Commissioner Jasper, Edward Gowdy, and George Gowdy. Front Row L- R: Carter 

Clark, Savannah Anderson, Grisdela Luther-Houghton, and Rexx Ward.

Photo PRovided
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The 57-ton turbine wheels start moving 
from the fall and flow of water from the 
feeder canal, which begins at the dam 
in the river just south of the “new arch 
bridge.” The turbines take 9,000 Cubic 
Feet per Second (CFS) of water. For a 
visual image, consider a basketball, 
which is about one cubic foot, and 
add 9,000 of them each second. At the 
bottom of a three plus story assembly 
atop each turbine are shafts leading to 
the generators themselves. Officials were 
quick to remind attendees of this reliable 
renewable energy source, more reliable 
than solar (needing sun), or wind farms 
(needing wind). With proper control of 
the river flow and reservoir levels, hydro 
power is always available. “Consider the 
water, extending north for 27 miles from 
the Bellows Falls dam to be a very large 
battery,” attendees were told.

It is not just the power that is 
provided. GRH owns nearly 30,000 
acres of land in New England, which 
is mostly protected and open to the 
public under conservation easements, 
with picnic areas, boat launches, and 
miles of trails. The Bellows Falls facility, 
along with the upstream Wilder and 
downstream Vernon hydroelectric pro-
jects, are currently under a Federal 

Continued from Page 1, Hydro
Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
relicensing review. GRH is seeking new 
licenses for probable 40-year terms that 
will authorize continued operational 
flexibility. This is a once in a generation 
process that began in 2012, and an 
opportunity for people who live, work 
and play along the Connecticut River 
to provide input for the future.  Under 
the law, a hydropower operator must 
provide direct benefits to the public and 
the river. Those benefits are negotiated 
through the FERC relicensing process. 
The extensive relicensing process has 
included 33 studies so far that include, 
in part, nature and water impacts. In 
conducting these studies numerous 
outreach and stakeholder meetings have 
occurred since the process began in 2012. 
The combined cost of the relicensing is 
expected to exceed $12 million. More 
information of the process may be 
found at https://www.greatriverhydro-
relicensing.com

Read this month’s Did You Know That… 
for the history of the transition from the 
1802 canal and lock system to the 1928 
hydroelectric plant.      

– Ray Boas

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their 

regular monthly luncheon at 12:00 
noon on September 16, 2019, at the 
First Congregational Church. Bring 
a friend and a dish to share. We are 
looking forward to having Katherine 
Kindoff, Administrator at Maplewood, 
as our speaker. Ms. Kindoff will give us 
an update report on the progress of 
construction and continued services 
offered at Maplewood. We guarantee 
a great luncheon of delicious food and 
wonderful fellowship.  – Jan Martin

Walpole Seniors… 
Invite You to Join
The Walpole Senior Citizens was 

organized in 1973 by nine ladies. Their 
main focus was to get together for social 
interaction on a regular basis. Over the 
years, pot luck luncheons, programs for 
fun and issues of special interest, and 
trips enjoyed by the seniors at a reduced 
rate were added.

The Walpole organization is open to 
seniors 50 years and older. Residents of 
Walpole, North Walpole, and Drewsville 
are invited to join.

Meetings are held on the third Monday 
of the month, with the exception of the 
Annual Christmas Party the first Monday 
of December. Group members meet in 
Fellowship Hall at the First Congregation 
Church on the east side of the Common 
at Noon. Bring a dish (hot or cold), salad 
or desert to share; and, bring your own 
place setting. Paper plates and utensils 
are available should you forget. Drinks 
are provided. Hosts and hostesses 
volunteer. Three or four sign up to setup, 
prepare buffet tables, and cleanup. All 
members pay $2 per month. Just come 
to three meetings and you become a 
member and receive your name badge.

For more information contact: 
Gwen Yardley, 756-3677 – gyardley@
myfairpoint.net. If you are new in town 
or a longtime resident, we look forward 
to welcoming you.             

– Paula Gallagher

Pie Competition
Make An Awesome Apple Pie?
Why not enter yours into the Apple Pie 

Competition at Alyson’s Apple Festival!  
Bring your homemade pie to Alyson’s 
Orchard on Sunday, September 29 
between 9:30 and 11:00 am for judging 
and prizes. Adults and Kids categories 
(Kids - 12 years old and under). No pre-
registration necessary. Other festival 
events include Pie Sampling, Cider 
Making, PYO Apples, Wagon Rides, Farm 
Store, Children’s Playground, Bocce and 
Lawn Games, BBQ from Phat Racks, Ice 
Cream, and more. For details: www.
alysonsorchard.com, or call 756-9800.

   – Fran Imhoff

Photo: Ray Boas

The generators atop the turbines. The circular bases are  
almost the height of a man. The interior height of the  
building is to allow the overhead crane to pull the full  
assemblies up for repair.
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Trivia Night
Trivia Night will be held on September 

21 at 6:00 Pm at the Walpole Town Hall. 
The doors will open at 5:30, so you 
can choose your table and do any last-
minute studying before the big event! 
This is a 21+ event. Please stop by the 
Town Hall to sign your team up or print 
the form off on the Walpole Recreation 
– NH Facebook page and drop it off. 

This is a night full of fun and excitement 
where the last team standing will have 
bragging rights for a few months. Prizes 
will be handed out to the top three 
teams. Get your team assembled and 
start studying!                 

– Justin Cassarino

Animaterra 
Animaterra Women’s Chorus begins 

its 22nd year on September 10, offering 
new and returning members the choice 
of Tuesday evening or Wednesday 
morning rehearsals. The morning 
rehearsals allow those unable to come 
to evening rehearsals the ability to sing 
with the group.

Animaterra is open to all women 
of the Monadnock area who love to 
sing, regardless of skill or training. No 
auditions are necessary, and members 
need not be able to read music. Songs 
are taught primarily by ear, with practice 
tracks and occasional written music to 
help members learn.

Director Becky Graber (also director of 
the Brattleboro Women’s Chorus) brings 
her enthusiasm and skill, leading the 
group expertly and spiritedly. The chorus 
sings world music in support of peace, 
equality, and women’s/world issues.

Rehearsals will be held at the UCC 
Church of Keene, 23 Central Square in 
Keene. All interested singers are invited 
to attend the opening rehearsals, either 
Tuesday evening, September 10, 6:30 
to 8:30 Pm, or Wednesday morning, 
September 11, 10 am to 12 noon. For 
information call 603-345-0230, or visit 
www.animaterrasings.org    

– Judy Epstein



7

Photo: stefanie siBley

Walpole Maples
After a tough 2-6 start to the season, it appears that the 

Maples may be peaking at the right time. July was a 3-0 
month for Walpole’s only team in the Connecticut River 
Valley Baseball League! 

On July 7th, the Maples squared off against a tough (7-
2 coming into the game) Keene team. The Maples scored 
first, including single runs in each of the first two inning, 
and never looked back. Patrick Ericson went the distance 
for the Maples, allowing just two runs in the 5-2 Walpole 
victory. The Maples offense was lead by Jamie Spence’s 
3 RBI, with Shane Salmonson driving in the other two 
runs. 

The July 14th game saw the Maples face off against the 
Connecticut River IronMen. Five runs were scored in the 
first inning, with the IronMen gaining an early 3-2 lead. 
The rest of the game, however, belonged to the home 
team. The Maples offense scored five runs in the 4th 
inning, and again in the 8th inning, winning the game 
with a final score of 13-5. Shane Salmonson pitched 
a complete game for Walpole. The offense saw five 
different players contribute multiple RBI (Kyle Keating, 
Zach Streeter, Shane Salmonson, Jamie Spence and John 
Maciejewski). 

The Maples drew Keene again under the scorching sun 
on July 21st to finish off the regular season. After some 
early back-and-forth action, Keene held a 6-4 lead at 
the start of the 8th inning. The Maples were down, but 
certainly not out, scoring six runs in the top of the 8th. 
That would be the end of the scoring, with the Maples 
winning the ballgame 10-6. Shane Salmonson picked up 
the win, pitching four innings of relief to finish the game. 
The Maples boasted a balanced offense in this one, with 
eight different players scoring at least one run. 

The Maples finished off the regular season with a 5-
6 record, good enough for the 4th seed in the CRVBL 
playoffs.

The Maples were eliminated in the first round of the 
playoffs by the Ironmen.          

– Shane Salmonson

Non-fiction Book Group 
The Conservative Sensibility by George Will

At 78, Conservative columnist 
George Will has written a lengthy 
tightly reasoned book on American 
Conservatism. For the past 50-
years Mr. Will has written the “most 
consistently readable” column in 
America. Conservative Sensibility 
is, perhaps, this icon’s concluding 
work; Conservatism rooted in the 
Founders’ conception of natural 
rights and a “fixed human nature” 

versus Progressivism grounded in a malleable 
human nature, ignoring man’s limits. Conservative 
Sensibility” is a walk through “the past century of 
American history – in jurisprudence, economics, 
education, and foreign policy” – with an aim to clarify 
the conflict between these two political worldviews. In a 
time of heightened polarization, this book is an essential 
perquisite to having a Civil Discourse. Join us at 6:00 Pm on 
Monday, September 9, at Sue Kibbe’s home, 19 Pleasant 
Street, Walpole.  For more information, call Ron at 756-
3695.                      

– Ron MacLachlan

Keep Up on Walpole Happenings
Receive almost daily updates

Visit  The Walpolean
https://thewalpolean.org/

Sign Up to FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL



8

September brings winds and wings 
over Walpole.  Avian migration is full 
bore this month, from our smallest, the 
ruby-throated hummingbird with its 
frenetic wing beats to one of our largest, 
the turkey vulture who sails with barely a 
flap to its wings.  Our yards, fields, forests 
and ponds empty this month as birds 
move south, following the food supply.   
Cold will soon eclipse the intricate food 
webs of the growing season.  

The Connecticut River with its north 
south axis, is an important flyway for 
birds, especially waterfowl.  It contains 
food, cover and water, of course, just 
what any traveler needs. From the mouth 
of the Connecticut River at Long Island 
Sound, waterfowl can continue south 
along the coast.  Famous bays such as the 
Chesapeake offer further refuge. Cape 
May at the southern tip of New Jersey is 
an amazing spot to see all sizes of birds 
pass through, most of the species of 
warblers, shorebirds, waterfowl and the 
swiftest of all, Peregrine falcons.

Other birds use ridgelines to cruise 
south. Broadwinged hawks have at-
tracted much human interest as they soar 
along the ridgelines of the Appalachians.  
Hawk Mountain on the Kittatiny Ridge in 
eastern Pennsylvania is a famous lookout 
for this mass migration. Closer to home 
South Pack Monadnock has yielded 

consistent data on hawk migration.  
Ospreys are first, in late August.  
Broadwings peak in mid-September.  
Accipiters such as sharp-shinned hawks 
and Cooper’s move along in early to mid-
October.  Golden eagles finish up the 
parade by the end of November.

Hawks are divided into groups based 
on their body shapes and hunting styles.  
Broadwingeds and red-tailed hawk are 
Buteos.  With broad wings and tails these 
hawks can catch updrafts of air like a kite.  
For example, when wind bumps into 
the side of a mountain, it flows upward.  
Look for turkey vultures riding updrafts 
along the ridge of Fall Mt. Thermals are 
another type of updraft created by the 
sun heating air at the Earth’s surface. We 
know warm air rises.  When you watch 
a red-tailed hawk soaring in circles over 
a field, it’s riding a thermal. Those puffy 

cumulus clouds on a blue-sky day form 
when the air finally cools at the top of a 
thermal.  

Sharp-shinned hawks, Cooper’s hawks  
and goshawks are all grouped as 
Accipiters. They have shorter, rounded 
wings and long narrow tails to help them 
maneuver between trees as they hunt 
fast moving prey. Many “sharpies” and 
Cooper’s hawks are migrating less.  People 
are helping them through the winter by 
having birdfeeders in their yards. No, they 
don’t like the seed. They like the smaller 
birds that visit your feeders!

Falcons are built for speed.  With their 
pointed wings and tapered tails they can 
catch food on the wing.  The kestrel or 
sparrow hawk nests in Walpole. It likes 
to hunt from power lines on River Road 
South and is about the size of a robin.  
It’s capable of snagging prey from large 
grasshoppers to small birds.  The peregrine 
falcon or duck hawk is the largest, about 
the size of a raven.  It is most famous for 
its “stoop” or dizzying dive of nearly 200 
MPH.  With talons balled into fists it can 
punch a large duck in mid-air causing it 
to tumble to the ground.  The exciting 
news is, Fall Mt. is now a new site for a 
peregrine falcon nest!  And so we return 
to the River flyway.  While it’s habitat for 
waterfowl, their predators, peregrine 
falcons also inhabit the skies.  Yes, it’s all 
happening right here in Walpole!
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Art After School News 
Art After School will resume on 

Wednesday, September 4th in St. John’s 
Parish Hall. The ceiling and lighting of 
the room are being remodeled over the 
summer, and the work is on schedule.  
The room will have more natural light 
with the raised ceiling; although our 
young artists will flourish in whatever 
situation they find themselves! Our 
two new creative director artists are 
ready and eager to welcome new and 
returning first graders and above. We 
will have the familiar faces of our regular 
volunteers present as well. A healthy 
snack will be waiting for all participants. 
As a reminder, this program is free and 
open to all children of this general area. 
More information and registration forms 
can be found at www.stjohnswalpole.
org/after-school-programs/, or contact 
Marilyn Wilking at mnwilking@gmail.
com, or 713-410-7372       

– Marilyn Wilking

Christmas In September
The Walpole Historical Society will hold 

its annual Christmas in September on 
Saturday, September 21, at the museum 
on Main Street. On the lawn outside will 
be tables of special sale items. These 
will include selected Caspari napkins, 
lavender candles and soaps, children’s 
books and puzzles, and some Christmas 
cards.

Inside there will be new Christmas 
cards, taper candles, scarves and beaded 
necklaces for the ladies. In addition, books 
about Walpole, framed pictures, tiny 
wind chimes, stained glass ornaments 
as well as hand crafted cedar magnets 
and ornaments.  Local honey and maple 
products too.  There is a good selection 
of Fravessi greeting cards, wooden 
bookmarks and maps of Walpole. Check 
out our interesting snowflake catchers. 
They are wonderful stocking stuffers for 
any age. 

The museum and gift shop will be open 
from noon to 4:00 Pm, and tables will be 
outside too, weather permitting. Plan 
to bring the kids and your friends. View 
the exhibits and video of Walpole’s Town 
History. Coffee and refreshments will be 
available. The Society hopes to see you 
September 21 for our Annual Christmas 
in September. Parking is available behind 
the museum or on the street.

            – Sally McGaffigan

First Congregational
Back to school season! For some it is an 

exciting time looking forward to sports, 
music, or other extracurriculars. For some 
it is an anxious time wondering about 
how relationships with teachers and 
classmates will go, or worrying about 
grades and tests. For most it is a mix of 
these emotions and more, and for all 
students and teachers and their families 
it is a time of change and transition that 
gives rhythm to life.

We especially want to support our 
young people during this yearly rite 
of passage. We commissioned our 
returning students with a Blessing of the 
Backpacks at the beginning of the school 
year. The Mission and Action Committee 
is also collecting backpacks and school 
supplies for those in need, as well as 
healthy snacks to donate to the Fall 
Mountain Food Shelf. You can contribute 
on Sunday mornings. These donations 
will be blessed during the service on 
Sunday, September 22.

On Sunday, September 8 we will hold 
our service outdoors by the Memorial 
Garden beside the church, with a 
cookout lunch following. On Sunday, 
September 15 we will return upstairs 
to the sanctuary after worshiping in 
the fellowship hall for the summer. Rev. 
Ivy Merrill of Keene will be leading the 
service that day in my absence. Choir 
will begin again in September and we 
are looking forward to hearing the music 
they will share with us!

We are hoping to hold a Blessing of 
the Animals on the last weekend of 
September, near the date of the Feast of 
St. Francis, who was known for his love 
of the created world. Stories are told of 
him preaching to the birds and making 
peace between a ferocious wolf and the 
townspeople he had terrified. Francis is 
now named the patron saint of animals 
and ecology. The location, day, and time 
for the blessing are TBD; please watch 
for announcements. Also, looking ahead, 
mark your calendars for the Rummage 
Sale the first weekend in October.

You can find us on Facebook at “First 
Congregational Church of Walpole NH,” 
on the web at walpolenhucc.org, or 
contact the church office at 756-4075 and 
walpolechurch@yahoo.com. My email is 
revrachelleeaton@gmail.com, and I hold 
office hours generally Wednesday and 
Friday mornings from 9 to noon. We love 
to hear from you In peace,

            – Rev. Rachelle Eaton

Museum Day… 
…at the Hooper Institute
On Saturday, September 21, from 10 

am to 2 Pm, the Hooper Institute will hold 
its annual Museum Day at the Hooper 
Institute. Museum Day is an annual 
celebration of boundless curiosity host-
ed by the Smithsonian Magazine in 
museums across the country. There was 
no time to register for the national event, 
so we decided to join the fun locally and 
celebrate Walpole’s own Farm Museum 
(on the second floor of the institute). 
Make a hoop and stick game, grind 
some corn, dress up in pioneer clothes, 
try your hand at using a bit and brace 
tool! There will be apples and popcorn 
to eat, new artifacts to see and trails to 
explore. Where will your curiosity lead 
you this Museum Day? Fun for all ages, 
donations welcome.  Call 756-4382 for 
more information.
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Library
National Library Card Month
September is National Library Card 

Signup Month and there’s a trophy on 
the line!

We have a discount, just for you, for 
being a Walpole Town Library patron! 
During the month of September, show 
your library card at Pete’s Stand for 20% 
off your purchase, at Diamond Pizza 
for 10% off your purchase, and at The 
Hungry Diner for a free ice cream cone 
or milk shake! 

The New Hampshire State Library has 
a trophy that goes to the library with the 
largest percent increase in new users 
each September. So if you don’t already 
have a library card, come on in and 
get one! You’ll also get a cool sticker to 
proudly wear that day. 

• How do I become a library patron? 
If you live, own land or work in Walpole, 
North Walpole or Drewsville, becoming 
a patron is free! Just bring proof of 
your address or employment (pay stub, 
driver’s license, utility bill, etc.) and we’ll 
get you registered.

• I don’t live or work here, but can I still 
join the library? You sure can! It’s just $20 
for a year for non-residents. 

• How old do you have to be to get a 
library card? You must be at least 6 years 
old to get your own library card. 

• I’m already a patron, but I can’t find 
my library card! What do I do? Stop by 
the library for a $1 replacement card.

Family Movie & Craft Night 
Come down to Town Hall Thursday 

September 12 at 6:00 Pm for Family Movie 
and Craft Night! We’ll be showing the 
new Pokemon Detective Pikachu movie 
and making Pokemon crafts on the first 
floor of Town Hall. Pack a dinner, bring 
some comfy chairs, pillows and blankets, 
and join us for a relaxing night 

Summer Wrap Up
The Walpole Town Library saw another 

successful summer this year. With over 
90 participants, it was our biggest 
summer yet! We’d like to thank Joanie 

Joan’s Eatery & Baked Goods, Dog Daze, 
and The Hungry Diner for donating 
coupons for prizes. We also had raffle 
baskets and 11 very happy readers who 
went home with grand prizes at the end 
of the summer. Our Wildlife Encounters 
program is always our most successful 
program of the year; more than 80 
people attended. We also host drop-
in crafts with our talented community 
members. This year we owe a big thank 
you to Allegra Bisson, Andrea Vickers-
Sivret and Allie Lansberry. Angela Smith 
also volunteered to run a kids yoga 
afternoon, which was a hit! The Grafton 
Museum provided us with weekly 
programs, and we’re forever grateful 
for the grant program that allows them 
to visit. We love to see the community 
come together to support families and 
encourage reading over the summer 
(and throughout the year). Thank you 
to all who helped make this summer a 
great one. We’re already getting excited 
for next year’s theme: Imagine Your Story 
with fairy tales, mythology and fantasy!

Kids Programs Fall 2019
We have five great weekly programs 

for kids this fall with Miss Julie. Monday 
mornings at 10 am, join us for Wiggle Time 
with songs, bubbles, dancing, rhymes and 
stories. Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 to 
4:30 Pm is our Maker Play program for kids 
in grades 2-6, where we explore Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math 
through fun and interactive small group 
activities. Wednesday mornings at 10 
am and Wednesday evenings at 5:30 Pm 
are our Story Time programs, where we 
share books, songs, bubbles and a craft. 
Wednesdays from 3:30 to 4:30 Pm is our 
all new Coding Club for kids in grades 
2-6. The library has nine Chromebooks 
and three desktop computers available 
for kids to learn and practice their 
computer coding skills with Miss Julie. 
We hope to see you at some of these 
great programs!

One-on-One Basic Tech Help
Need help downloading a free e-book 

or audio book from the library? Looking 
for help with your laptop, phone or 
tablet? Julie and Justine offer one-on-
one tech appointments to go over some 
basic technology skills! Email Julie at 
jrios@walpoletownlibrary.org, or Justine 
at jfafara@walpoletownlibrary.org, or 
call the library at 756-9806 to set up an 
appointment.

Library Construction Update
The Library’s renovation/construction 

project is making great progress. Work 
began in early June and we’re about 
half way through the projected time 
line. The construction crew from Bellows 
Construction is still right on schedule, 
despite our numerous rainy days. 

Photo PRovided

The addition in the back of the building 
(future mobile stack room), the future 
director’s office space are both framed 
and roofed, and some interior work has 
begun. 

The goal is to be back in the library 
building by the end of the year.

Since the official closing of the 
campaign (in excess of $450,000), 
a grant from Mascoma Bank, a gift 
from former Walpole resident David 
McCullough in memory of his wife 
Susan, and an additional gift from Ken 
Burns will fund furnishings in the John 
& Carol Hubbard Community Room, the 
Ken Burns Reading Room, and the new 
Children’s Room While the majority of 
our fundraising has stopped, we always 
welcome donations.

   – Justine Fafara



Memoir Workshops
Ongoing 8-week Sessions In Walpole

Come join the award-winning author 
and writing mentor, Pam Bernard, in one 
of her nurturing yet rigorous memoir 
workshops. These 8-week sessions will 
begin the week of September, at her 
home in Walpole. Please email for days 
and times, and visit the website for the 
fee schedule. 

A quiet revolution is taking place 
around a big table near the village. 
Participants from New Hampshire, 
Vermont, Massachusetts, and even 
Connecticut are bringing experience to 
the page by harnessing memory and 
imagination, and learning to shape their 
memories into compelling narratives.

Participants learn the ground rules and 
to experiment with different approaches 
to making the personal universal, as well 
as develop their unique voices to bring 
their stories to life. “Our work generally 
involves drafting short narratives,” 
Bernard says, “begun in class or at home, 
which may or may not be woven together 
at some future time. It’s a mosaic process, 
and in that way less threatening than the 
idea of tackling a full manuscript.“ Each 
moment or event brought to the page 
becomes material to better understand 
one’s past and make of it a story that 
conveys one’s deepest humanity.

Recent workshop participants:  Left to Right: Linda Elkin, Judith Petry, Prudence 
Baird, Pam Bernard, Katherine Clarke, Carol Ripley, Wylene Wood, Judy Epstein

Photo PRovided
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Walpole Unitarian
 Walpole Unitarian Church is in summer 

recess through the first weekend of 
September (Labor Day weekend) but 
will reopen on Sunday, September 8 for 
our traditional Ingathering and Water 
Communion Service.

The Walpole Unitarian Church Spiritual 
Discussion Series resumes on Tuesday, 
September 17. Twice a month, we meet at 
Hastings Parish House (14 Union Street) 
from 10:30 to noon for conversation 
about an On Being interview that we 
have individually listened to (or read the 
transcript). We welcome members of the 
wider community.

September 17: Her Deepness - An 
interview with oceanographer Sylvia 
Earle, the first person to walk solo on the 
bottom of the sea. https://onbeing.org/
programs/sylvia-earle-her-deepness-
feb2018/

October 1: The Bible, Poetry, and 
Active Imagination - An interview with 
pastor and writer Eugene Peterson.
https://onbeing.org/programs/eugene-
peterson-the-bible-poetry-and-active-
imagination-aug2018/

For more information go to our website: 
www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org.

   – Wendy Harty

Kurn Hattin Homes
125th Anniversary Fall Festival
Join Kurn Hattin Homes as it celebrates 

its 125th Anniversary with a Barn Dance, 
Chili Cook-Off, and Food & Craft Fair on 
Saturday, September 21 (rain or shine), 
from 11:00 am to 3:00 Pm, at Fahner 
Athletic Fields, Kurn Hattin Homes in 
Westminster, VT. This free and fun event 
is open to all ages and will features 
children’s games, hayrides, fresh cider 
from our Cider Press, a photo booth, 
square dancing to live music by “Turkey 
Mountain Window Smashers” with caller 
Fred Breunig, and more.

Guests are asked to bring chairs or 
blankets. Anyone interested in setting up 
a table to sell crafts, or specialty foods, or 
if you’d like to enter your favorite chili 
recipe in a Chili Cook-off, please contact 
Kathleen Gurney at kgurney@kurnhattin.
org for more information. See you there! 
                      – Indira Singh

Katherine Clarke, Professor Emeritus, 
Antioch University New England, and 
long-time participant, says: “Pam’s 
special gift is listening for the authentic 
voice of a writer to emerge.  Her groups 
are designed to welcome and nourish 
this voice. When I began to write from 
my life, she heard me before I did.”

Pam Bernard is author of four books, 
the latest a verse novel titled Esther. She 
is a poet, painter, editor, and adjunct 
professor at Franklin Pierce University. 

She received her MFA from Warren 
Wilson Graduate Program for Writers 
and BA from Harvard University. Her 
awards include fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the Arts and the 
Massachusetts Cultural Council. Across 
the Dark was a finalist for the National 
Poetry Series.

Please email pam@pambernard.com, 
or visit www.pambernard.com or call for 
more information, including days and 
times, 756.4177.  

– Pam Bernard
Paid adveRtisement
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

...prior to 1791 Bellows Falls
had only about a half 
dozen homes? But, with the 
construction there of the first 
canal in the US from 1791 to 
1802, that changed, paving the 
way for the eventual opening of 
Great River Hydro’s hydroelectric 
plant in 1928. The 52 foot Great 
Falls on the Connecticut River 
blocked navigation further north 
on the river. Seeking to change 
that, British investors built a canal 
with eight locks to conquer, and 
circumvent, the river’s unnavigable 
gorge. Starting at the bend of the 
river at its north end, the new canal 
and locks separated land from the 
rest of the shore, creating a 30 acre 
island, bordered by the river to the 
east and the canal the west.

When built, the canal had an 
average width of 22 feet and a 
depth of four feet. The amended 
1795 charter states the locks were 
forty feet long and sixteen feet 
wide. In 1802, when the first boats 
passed through the canal, there 
was a Carding and Fulling Mill in 
operation, powered by the canal’s 
waters. In 1824, the Bellows Falls 
Canal Company had L. Baldwin, a 
prominent civil engineer, map the 
village. His map shows the canal 
coming south off the Connecticut 
River, doglegging to the west 
(where the fish ladder visitor center 
is currently located).  There were 
two locks just east of the bend, and 
then the canal turned south in front 
of the location of the future Adams 
Grist Mill (built in 1831). Following 
the embankment, six additional locks 
dropped the canal to the river level at 
approximately the location of today’s 
Wastewater Treatment Facility. With 
water diverted from the canal for their 

operation, the map shows at least five 
mills, including two saw mills, a carding 
mill, a paper mill, and a mill for making 
linseed oil from flax seed.

The arrival of the railroad in Bellows Falls 
in 1849 impacted the future of 
the canal. Goods and passengers 
could now move more rapidly 
by rail. The canal, which never 
showed a profit for its investors, 
was not maintained. The state of 
Vermont, in 1856, served a “writ 
of Scire Facias” on the company, 
alleging that for three years or 
more the locks “had been out 
of repair and going to decay, 
rendering them dangerous and 
unsafe to the great damage 
and detriment of the public.” 
The case continued for years, 
ending when the canal ceased 
operations in 1858. The lower 
locks are seen on McClellan’s 
1856 map of Bellows Falls.

The original investors sold 
their canal properties in 1866. 
Next owner, on April 15, 
1869, was William A. Russell 
of Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
There were now 265 build-
ings in Bellows Falls, up from 
about sixty in 1824. Russell is 
said to be the first man who 
successfully made paper 
from wood, and he was 
looking for a power source 
to develop this new pulp 
making industry. Control 
of the water was now 
systematically developed 
by Russell, who laid the 
foundation for his first 
pulp mill weeks after his 
purchase. He had various 
enterprises, combining them  
into the Fall Mountain 
Paper Company in 1872. 
He began turning the 
area into an important 
manufacturing area. His 

mills later became the property of the 
International Paper Company.

The extremely detailed 1885 Sanborn 
Fire Insurance maps of Bellows Falls 
show the industrial development of the 
area with buildings everywhere. Traces of 
the canal are gone, with water supplied 
from building to building underground 
through tunnels, or running between 
buildings. Electricity came to the area 
with the twentieth century. Incorporated 
in 1901, the Fall Mountain Electric Light 
and Power Company began supplying 
electric light, heat and power generated 
from the Bellows Falls Canal Company 
and a steam plant on “the island.” In 1913, 
the Bellows Falls Power Company was 
incorporated, combining various assets 
to generate and sell power.

The  
lower locks  

can be seen  
on this 1856  

map of  
“the island”. 

 By 1885  
much of  

the canal  
had been 

covered over  
for roads or  

ran under 
factories 

for power 
generation.
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You Need  
to Know That…

Conair Pro Style 1600  
Hairdryer

Invented 1971
The name Conair is a conjunction  
of the words continental and hair. 
Continental Hair Products began  

in 1959 to market hair rollers  
for beauty salons
Can Be Used To:

• Dry Salad - place Conair on cool, 
and dry wet leaves of lettuce
• Dry Steam off a fogged-up 

bathroom mirror - simply blow 
 hot air at the mirror

• Defrost Frozen Pipes - set Conair  
on hot and aim at the pipes

• Remove Candle Wax from a table  
or countertop - blow warm air  

an inch above the drips, then wipe 
away the wax with a paper towel

• Set Cake Icing - set Conair on warm 
and dry the cake icing

Adapted from: MAGIC BRANDS - 1,185  
Brand-New Uses for Brand-Name Products 

 by Joey Green.

Paper production by the International 
Paper Company and others continued to 
dominate activities on “the island.” Life in 
Bellows Falls and North Walpole revolved  
around the mill’s work schedules. But 
years of strikes and work troubles finally 
caused International Paper Company to 
call it quits, and it closed its Bellows Falls 
plants in 1926, moving them to Canada.

With the exit of International Paper, 
Bellows Falls Hydro-Electric began to 
acquire the properties and demolish 
the old mills to make way to build a 
new electric plant. The dam on the 
Connecticut River was raised to increase 
the water height, and the canal was 
enlarged to a width of 100 feet to allow 
greater water flow. The biggest problem 
faced was how to get rid of the immense 
amount of water moving through the 
turbines. To solve that, vast gorges were 
blasted out of solid rock, below the level 
of the river, to disperse the water after 
it moved through the turbines. Three 
turbines were installed, each of 20,000 
horsepower. Beginning operation in 
1928, these same turbines are still in use 
today, suppling power to the electric 
grid throughout New England.

Gleanings  
from the Town Minutes
Select Board - August 15 -  The Select 

Board has been receiving complaints 
about loose dogs in various areas. The 
Police Department is being notified. This 
is a problem in Town.

Select Board - July 25 - Letters to Job 
Lots Building and Land Owners: The 
Select Board voted to sign letters to JR 
Development LLC an Bobrow Walpole 
LLC requesting they post “No Overnight 
Parking – Violators will be Towed” signs, 
or allow the Town to post this signage 
on their property. Mrs. Pschirrer gave 
a recap of the issues discussed at the 
prior Select Board Meeting regarding 
overnight parking and camping issues 
around the Job Lots building and in the 
parking lot.

Conservation Commission - July 
2 - Walker Road Property. There is no 
decision as yet on naming contest, but 
the WCC is leaning towards “The Walpole 
Gateway”. The proposal for the kiosk 
was discussed. Lew Shelley distributed 
images of a black locust kiosk and a 
white oak kiosk he’s designed. The price 
range is $800 - $1,000 for the materials. 
He would donate the labor. Gary Speed 
made a motion for Lew to spend up to 
$1,000 for material for a kiosk for the 
Walker Road Property. Steven Dumont 
seconded. All in favor. The spot would be 
right at the top of the access road. There 
will be a Lexan panel on the face.

Zoning Board Workshop - August 1 
- Board members looked at every Town 
Report from 1968 to 2019. Each member 
took a book of Town Reports and went 
through the warrant articles. He/she 
then checked the following year to see if 
the townspeople voted to pass or defeat 
the article relating to a change in the 
zoning ordinance.

About 60 warrant articles were found 
relating to zoning ordinances. At the 
next regular meeting, the Board will 
decide how to proceed. Some articles 
have to be checked with the current copy 
of the Walpole Zoning Ordinance. One 
or two ordinances have to be checked 
against the original 1968 copy of the 
ordinance. The last time the document 
was amended was in March of 2019.

Water flowing between 
buildings was diverted 
through the factories  
to power machinery

A view looking towards Fall Mountain showing the canal’s overflow. The rock ledge 
that was tunneled through under the plant to create the gorges for the water flow 

through the turbines can be seen behind the beginning of the fish ladder.

Photos: Ray Boas
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If you’re a parent of a child currently 
enrolled at Walpole Elementary School, the 
following information will be old news – 
the article appeared in the school’s annual 
performance report last month. However, 
the insight it gives into the education being 
provided to Walpole’s children is something 
that deserves to be shared with the entire 
community, and the Clarion appreciates 
Principal Jacobs’ willingness to allow us to 
reprint it.

Walpole Elementary first applied for 
(and received) accreditation in 2001; the 
following summary reports the results 
of the school’s most recent accreditation 
review during the 2018-2019 school year. 
Walpole Elementary is one of only 10 
accredited Elementary/Middle Schools in 
New Hampshire. 

Walpole School Completes  
Self-Reflection and  

Collaborative Conference  
with the New England Association  

of Schools and Colleges
The New England Association of 

Schools and Colleges (NEASC) is the 
oldest of the six regional accrediting 
agencies in the United States. Since 1885, 
the association has awarded membership 
and accreditation to those educational 
institutions in New England who seek 
voluntary affiliation. This past school 
year, the Walpole Schools continued 
their NEASC accreditation. They began 
the five-step process: a self-reflection 
conducted by stakeholders at the school; 
the Collaborative Conference visit, 
conducted by a team of peer educators 
and NEASC representatives; the school’s 
development and implementation 
of a growth/improvement plan; the 
Decennial Accreditation visit conducted 
by a team of peer educators and NEASC 
representatives; and the follow-up 
program carried out by the school to 
implement the findings of its own self-
reflection, the recommendations of the 
visiting team, and those identified by 
the Committee in the follow-up process. 
Continued accreditation requires that the 
school participate in the accreditation 
process over the ten-year cycle and that 
it shows continued progress addressing 
identified needs. The Walpole Schools 
completed the self-reflection report and 
held a collaborative conference on May 
20 and 21, 2019. Results will be used to 
develop a school growth/improvement 
plan. The entire report will be available 
on the school district’s website.

Priority Area For Growth #1
To develop a written curriculum in a 

consistent format for all courses in all 
subject areas. (Standard 2, Foundational 
Element 2.2a) Visiting team’s response 
The team is in support of the school staff’s 
desire to develop a written curriculum 
in a consistent format for all subject 
areas that includes units of study with 
guiding / essential questions, concepts, 
content and skills and integrates the 
school’s vision of the graduate. Written 
instructional strategies and assessment 
practices that incorporate higher order 
thinking and transferable skills and allow 
for independence will ensure deeper 
learning and consistent outcomes for all 
learners.

Priority Area For Growth #2
Develop a school improvement plan 

(Standard 3, Foundational Element 3.1a)
Visiting Team’s Response
The team is in support of the school 

staff’s desire to develop and implement a 
school improvement/growth plan that will 
include school specific goals and inform 
decisionmaking in the school. An effective 
plan will guide the school administrators 
and faculty in aligning district priorities, 
reflect the school’s core values and beliefs 
about learning, and include an evaluation 
tool to monitor the level of success of 
initiatives and opportunities for students.

Priority Area For Growth #3
Develop a comprehensive plan to 

address the social and emotional needs 
of all students (Standard 4, Principle 4.2)

Visiting Team’s Response
The team is in support of the school 

staff’s desire to develop a comprehensive 
plan to address the social and emotional 
needs of the students. This plan will 
include the implementation of a written, 
developmental program and ensure that 
regular meetings with counselors provide 
personal, social, emotional, and counseling 
goals for all students. Coordination with 
community and area mental health 
agencies and social service providers will 
further assist and support students who 
struggle with social and emotional issues.

Priority Area For Growth #4
Address the lack of adequate space for 

individualized learning opportunities, 
behavioral support, and counseling 
(Standard 5, Principle 5.1)

Visiting Team’s Response
The team is in support of the staff’s 

desire to address the lack of adequate 
space for specific, individualized learning 
opportunities, behavioral support, and 
counseling. At times, instruction is provided 
in small non-instructional spaces and in 
hallways that lack privacy and provide for 
frequent distractions. Ensuring appropriate 
space to support student learning and 
delivery of curricula will allow all students 
to meet with success.

Commendations:
1. The extremely positive, respectful,  
and inclusive climate and sense of com- 
munity that supports equity for students  
on a welcoming campus developed by 
the staff and administrator.
2. The focus on developing oppor-
tunities to demonstrate that each child is 
known and celebrated.
3. The promotion of varied leadership 
opportunities that result in promoting 
intellectual risk-taking and personal 
and professional growth that positively 
impact student learning.
4. The opportunities for students to be 
active learners who demonstrate their 
learning in and out of school
5. The engagement of teachers in 
ongoing reflection and collaboration 
focused on student learning.
6. The development of effective 
partnerships with parents and businesses, 
which enrich learning for all students.
7. The design and implementation of an 
effective crisis response plan that is fully 
understood by students.
8. The focus and coordination of targeted 
training to ensure the safety of stu- 
dents and staff in all schools.

Recommendations:
1. Ensure the core values, beliefs about 

learning, and Fall Mountain Regional 
School District’s vision of the graduate 
are actively reflected in the Walpole 
school culture and drive curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment in every 
classroom.

2. Review the structure of the 6-8 band 
and chorus programs to ensure that 
the purposeful organization of group 
learning does not negatively impact 
other learning areas and opportunities.
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Lego Robotics Camp 
Summer Tech Event
From Monday, July 22nd to Friday, 

July 26th, students at the Walpole 
Elementary School engaged in an 
annual RoboChicks camp, funded by  
the Walpole Parent Teacher Group, 
to learn about Lego robotics, coding, 
and other 21st century skills. 

The students, all of them incoming 
sixth and seventh graders, were 
able to work together throughout 
the week to work with various 
forms of code. They used various 
apps and websites, such as the MIT-
developed Scratch, to create video 
games as well as to create visual 
stories. The main portion of time 
within the week was devoted to 
building and programming their 
Lego Robots. 

The students learned about the 
components within the robotics 
kits, which included selecting a design, 
building it with the correct parts, followed 
by programming the robot using icon-
based software through an application 
on their Chromebooks. The kids designed 
their robots to complete various actions, 
including moving, turning, rotating, 
making sounds, showcasing a visual 
display, and other activities that were 
special to their personal robot. One 
robot, built by Jenna Fillion and Cerys 
Gascoyne, was in the shape of a large 
snake that could open its mouth and 
hiss. Other robots resembled rovers and 
a spider. 

Problem-solving and logical thinking 
skills were emphasized, with students 
doing personal research and seeking 
help and feedback from their peers to 
solve various issues that arose during the 
camp. One student, Miles Harrison, who 
had a strong background with robotics 
and coding, was able to design a figure 
using the Dremel 3D printer.

On Friday, the final day of camp, each 
team competed in a friendly competition 
that was open to their friends and family. 
During the competition, their robots had 
to execute a variety of functions and 
movements to earn points. All students 
were proud of their work. Although the 
competition was close, the team with 
the most points was Kelsey Fillion and 
Kaia Powers. 

Jackie Ronning, one of Walpole’s terrific 
fifth grade teachers, organized the camp 
and ran it alongside myself. We want to 
thank the Walpole PTG for funding this 
wonderful camp and for continuing to 
support our schools and our students!

   
– Jake Gagnon

Chickens on the Loose 
Coming this October
The annual Chickens on the Loose 

5K and the one mile Chicken Nugget 
Run will be returning to Walpole on 
October 12. Online registration is now 
open: http://tri-state-racingonline.com/
RegLiveCBRich.aspx. 

This year, the race will be partnering 
with Walpole Elementary School Student 
Council’s Chili and Pulled Pork Cook Off. 
All race participants will get to try all of 
the delicious foods as long as they bring 
their race bib with them to the cook off. 
The race will begin at the Walpole Town 
Common this year. Registration opens at 
9:00 am on race day, while the race itself 
begins at 10:30 am. The one-mile Chicken 
Nugget Run/Walk will get under way a 
little later, at 10:45 am. There will be prizes 
awarded to the top male and female 
racers, as well as prizes for top male and 
female student racers. 

This event is not only designed to 
raise money for our students, but also to 
bring the town and community together 
for a fun time. Along with the race and 
the cook off, there will be post-race 
entertainment, including games and 
raffles. When you register in September, 
you will be entered in a raffle with an 
opportunity to win a kids’ Fitbit. The first 
one hundred registrants will get either a 
Walpole headband or Walpole socks. 

This is the Walpole Parent Teacher 
Group’s sole fundraiser for the 2019-2020 
school year. The Walpole PTG, thanks to 
your generosity, has been able to help 
fund field trips and projects for students, 
holiday craft making, clubs, camps, as 
well as several activities during Screen 
Free Week, and much more. Last year, 
the Walpole PTG was able to fund NHDI 
(New Hampshire Dance Institute) for 
an entire week to work with and teach 
students about dance, culminating in a 
student performance.

If you are interested in entering the 
cook off, please contact Nick LeBail by 
emailing him at Nlebail@sau60.org. If 
you are interested in sponsoring the 
event or making a donation to the PTG, 
please contact Andrea Vickers-Sivret 
at avsivret@gmail.com. For further 
information on the race, check out the 
Walpole PTG Facebook page. 

   – Jake Gagnon

Look for  
our WES  
student  
writers 
next  
month.
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First opened June 8, 1946, Old 
Sturbridge Village (OSV in Sturbridge, 
Massachusetts), is the largest outdoor 
history museum in the Northeast. To 
accomplish its historical interpretation, it 
focuses and depicts a rural New England 
town of the 1830s. It could even be 
Walpole.

Probably the premier living history 
museum in the US, in the 2019 Spring 
and Summer edition of its members’ 
magazine, Old Sturbridge Village Visitor, 
OSV explained its focus on this 19th 
century decade saying, “Why does the 
Village reflect life in the 1830s? One 
reason is that, like 
today, the 1830s was 
a time of challenging 
social, political, and  
technological changes.  
Racial tensions, more  
rapid means of 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n , 
widespread substance  
abuse, a widening 
disparity of wealth, 
rapid technological 
development, rising 
consumerism, grow- 
ing political divisions, 

Some Things Never Change

public violence, changing employment 
challenges, and disturbing economic 
fluctuations were but some of the 
hallmarks of that eventful decade.” Sound 
familiar?   

– Ray Boas
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Summer Basketball
 Five Years of Growth
Another summer of basketball has 

come and gone with kids from Walpole, 
Charlestown, Bellows Falls, Alstead, 
Langdon, Westminster, Westmoreland, 
and even Peterborough, competing 
in a league that works on improving 
their skills and fundamentals, teaches 
sportsmanship, and gives an opportunity 
for kids to get outside  
and have fun. This is 
the fifth year of the  
Summer Basketball League, 
and our participation 
numbers continue to  
grow each year. We had 
90 participants from 
ages ten to fourteen 
years old this year.

The league consisted 
of four teams that were 
sponsored by Athens  
Pizza, Chroma Technology,  
Jancewicz and Son,  
and Bowman Dental. The  
sponsors graciously pur-
chased the amazing 
uniforms for all of our participants. 
Diamond Pizza also donated all of 
the pizza for our championship and 
community night. 

Each team plays six regular season 
games and then competes in a single 
elimination tournament. We celebrated 
the end of the season with over 
one hundred people enjoying the 
championship game, a huge slip and 
slide, laser tag, face painting, pizza, 
and swimming. The game was exciting 
and close the entire way, but Chroma 
Technology ended up beating Jancewicz 
and Son 61-49 to finish the season 
undefeated. 

The best part of this league is seeing 
all of the participants grow and improve 
each year. You see them come in as ten-
year-olds wanting to learn the game and 
are looking up to the older players, but 
then you see them leave as fourteen-

year-olds that have become strong 
leaders getting ready to head off to high 
school. 

During the awards ceremony, Sandy 
Smidutz, who has coached a team all five 
years, said, “This is very special to me. I 
coached Kyle the first year the league 
happened and won the championship, 
and now I got to coach him in his final 
year in the league and won another 
championship with him.”

It’s a league that has become very 
special and unique. It’s always great to 
see past participants that come down to 
help coach or just watch a game. They 
just can’t get enough. 

We hope to continue to grow and 
create a positive and exciting experience 
for everyone to enjoy. We will see 
everyone next year for another great 
WSBL season!           

– Justin Cassarino

2019 Walpole Summer Men’s League 
Basketball Champions. Kelly Lawn Care 
defeated Cota and Cota 65-52.

Photos PRovided
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Walpole Business Notes
Walpole Mountain View Winery
The winery will be closing its doors 

to public drop-in tastings on Sunday, 
October 27 (or before, if the wine 
inventory has run out). You are urged to 
redeem any Gift Certificates before then. 
These will have a specific dollar amount 
stated on them and were most likely 
purchased by someone as a gift to you. 
Gift Certificates can only be redeemed 

in the tasting room, not in local retail 
stores. Once the winery closes, unused 
certificates will have no value. 

Expired Tasting certificates may still 
be used. A tasting certificate is one 
you may have received at a charity 
event prior to December 31, 2018. 
Bring those certificates to the tasting 
room, and receive $2 off a glass of wine 
for each person in your party that day. 
Reservations for groups of 7 or more are 
recommended by calling 603 756-3948. 
Visit Saturdays and Sundays from 11:00 
am to 6:00 pm. Arrive by 5:00 pm for the 
full tasting experience.    – Virginia Carter

Walpole Wellness Center
Body Mechanics classes are starting 

up with a beginner class  September 3rd 
at 8:15 at Westminster Institute. We meet 
Tuesdays and Fridays at 8:15. All levels 
are welcome! For more information text 
Snow Frye at 762-4227. Come join the 
fun and see what everyone is talking 
about!   – Snow Frye 

Your 100 word submission of “business notes” 
is welcome for possible insertion.

River Valley Artisans
A Celebration of Local Art and Wine
On Saturday, September 7, and 

Sunday, September 8, from 11:00 am to 
5:00 Pm, River Valley Artisans will host an 
exciting weekend of art, wine, music and 
food during the 4th Annual Wine & Art 
Tour. This popular event features over 
20 artisans from around the region at 
the Poocham Hill Winery and Summit 
Winery, both in Westmoreland, NH. 
During the event, attendees can get 
a jump on their Christmas shopping 
with unique, one-of-a-kind art, meet 
the artists and learn about their 
craft, and enter a free raffle for prizes 
donated by the artists and artisans 
on the tour.

This year’s lineup includes a wide 
range of art, including: acrylic 
and pastel paintings, reclaimed 
sweater mittens, jewelry, wooden 
bowls, locally-written mystery 
books, photography, fiber arts, 
canvas rugs, hand-painted home 
décor, jewelry, carved eggs, and a 
woodworking demo. As an added 
treat, both wineries will be offering 
wine tastings throughout the two-
day event. 

River Valley Artisans is a not-for-profit 
organization, formed in 2012, with the 
mission of “making the world a more 
beautiful place, one creation at a time.” 
For directions to the wineries, or for more 
information, visit River Valley Artisans 
at www.rivervalleyartisans.com. Samples 
of this year’s artwork will be on display at 
Mascoma Bank on West Street in Keene 
from August 12 through 30.

     – Carol Corliss

Walpole’s Hearse, 
now owned by 
the historical 
society, was 
recently moved 
from storage in 
Tara Sad and Eric 
Merklein’s barn 
on North Main 
Street. The 18th 
and 19th century 
barns are being 
dismantled, 
piece by piece, 
to be moved 
to Martha’s 
Vineyard, 
Massachusetts.

Photo: Joey andRos
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What’s Happening to the Clarion? 
What’s Happening in Walpole?

This open letter to the community is 
in response to the front page editorial 
in last month’s Clarion attacking a local 
businessman, Mr. Jack Franks, regarding 
commercial development on property 
he owned in the Route 12 corridor. 
Interestingly, the publisher of the 
Clarion and author of that editorial, Mr. 
Boas, describes the Walpole he knows 
as “a place where neighbors take care 
of neighbors.” This attack on Mr. Franks, 
however, is not consistent with the 
Walpole he describes.

Further, it is unclear what Mr. Boas 
means by the phrase “People just know 
what is the right thing to do.” Vague 
generalizations by one individual about 
public opinion in a community as 
diverse as Walpole seem tenuous at best. 
It appears to this reader that the right 
thing here is inferred to be whatever the 
publisher decides it is at the expense of 
the private land owner. But what about 
improving the tax base of Walpole? 
What about creating housing and 
jobs? What about smart growth and 
development, with privately owned 
and operated businesses that serve all 
income brackets? In my opinion, those 
are also goals worthy of pursuit for the 
Walpole I live in, as well as tolerance 
for the viewpoints of others regarding 
privately owned land that has already 
been designated commercial use.

Moving here 5 years ago, I found 
the Clarion to be a wonderful vehicle 
for local news, events and supporting 

local businesses. It serves as a useful 
tool in creating and supporting young 
journalists, as evidenced by the section 
of articles by Walpole Middle School 
students during the school year. Sadly, in 
the last issue, by publishing a one-sided 
attack on a local businessman, our youth 
now have a taste of how one-sided even 
our local press can be. Aside from the 
Clarion, Mr. Franks and Mr. Eucalitto, 
another business investor in our 
community, were harassed by citizens 
at recent Planning Board meetings. Such 
behavior does not put Walpole on the 
map for being a friendly environment 
for business or even for living in. I was 
embarrassed and saddened by the finger-
pointing and harassment displayed by 
fellow citizens who claim to represent 
Walpole’s best interests.

The efforts of Mr. Franks have 
created housing and jobs for the 
Walpole community. As an active bus-
iness entrepreneur, he has explored 
many options regarding commercial 
development of land he owns or owned 
in Walpole as the editorial pointed out. 
Any business owner knows that their 
plans can change as financial situations 
change. Such adjustments are only 
prudent business practices that assure 
the longer term viability of a business 
enterprise. But to opine that Mr. Franks, 
by adjusting the sale and disposition 
of his privately owned property to take 
advantage of a business opportunity, 
does not have the good of this community 
at heart is unfair. He lives here, is raising 
a family here and is working to fill unmet 
needs in this community.

It is not the responsibility of any 
private citizen to convene a community 
forum to solicit input on the disposition 
of the remaining commercial land in 
Walpole, or any privately owned land, 
for that matter. Defining the “village 
fabric” rests on all of us who live and 
work here, resident and businessperson 
alike. If there is any singular pulse of the 
community, it should reflect the public 
input of all citizens, including those 
of us interested in maintaining and/or 
expanding our tax base. If the Walpole 
tax base does not increase, how will 
the increasing costs of education and 
essential services be paid?

The publisher has graciously invited us 
to become involved in our community 
and the challenges it faces. Among 
these challenges are defining the town’s 
character and maintaining and growing 
the property tax base to support the 
public services we all rely on. However, 
using public forums to personally 
vilify private property owners who 
follow all of the appropriate rules and 
regulations regarding the disposition 
and development of their property will 
not lead to a better community nor will 
it encourage wider public participation. 
Neighbors respecting neighbors, treating 
each other as we would like to be treated 
– such is a sound basis for community 
involvement. Kindness and tolerance for 
different points of view going forward 
in our exploration of what is best for 
Walpole’s economic future are necessary 
ingredients. Respectfully,

                  – Cheryl Watson

Reader Commentary

RVSAH Thank You
River Valley Seniors at Home 

coordinated a group of volunteers who 
dropped off delicious, well balanced 
meals for me during the first week of my 
recovery following hip surgery in early 
June.  Tara Sad, the Executive Director 
of the organization, organized the 
volunteers – she actually had two weeks 
covered, but I was up and about and 
ordered by my Occupational Therapist 
to start taking care of myself.  It was 
a comfort for my family to know how 
generous and attentive everyone is in 
Walpole. My sincerest thanks to Tara for 
organizing the meals and to all those 
wonderful cooks who nourished my 
body and my soul as well. Let’s write a 
cookbook!  River Valley Seniors is grand 
new organization in Walpole.  Give them 
a call (756-4861).               

– Peggy Pschirrer



Susan Bridge Blair
September 11, 1928 - June 21, 2018

Lived in Walpole during the 1940s and ‘50s,  
she always considered Walpole home.

Her grandfather, Hudson Bridge, gave the Town  
the Bridge Memorial Library,  

and also built St. John’s Episcopal Church
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FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 7 years of publication:

One Year Ago (September, 2018) -  Vintner Virginia Carter, co-owner of 
Barnett Hill Vineyard with her husband, Paul Kranowski, recently won a “Double 
Gold” medal at the 10th Annual International Cold Climate Wine Competition 
held in Chaska, MN. More than 340 wines competed from 66 wineries from 16 
states and 2 Canadian provinces.

Three Years Ago (September, 2016) - The Walpole Playground Committee 
raised $87,342.00, surpassing their goal of $80,000.00, to install a new playground 
at the Walpole Primary School. The generosity of the Walpole community and its 
dedication to their young people was overwhelming.

Five Years Ago (September, 2014) - Charley Blount in his WRAP (Walpole 
Recycling Action Project) report encouraged volunteerism at the recycling 
center, stating “One of the really wonderful things about living in Walpole is 
the willingness of the people to share their resources, time and talent for the 
benefit of their neighbors and their town.” Continuing he said, “We all have a 
responsibility to give back to our town -- a responsibility, a duty.” Concluding, 
he encouraged, “There are opportunities to volunteer at the Walpole Recycling 
Center - two hours each month.”

Seven Years Ago (September, 2012) - The final discussion topic and vote at 
the August 14 Planning Board meeting was to require the Avanru Development 
Group to submit a new Site Plan Application for their proposed change in use 
from 48 condos to 68 apartment units on their Route 12 property. Five members 
voted in favor, while Henry Fletcher and Jamie Teague opposed the need for 
a new site plan. Chairman, Jeff Miller, stated, “There should be clarification 
following the presentation from their proposal during the last meeting to 
change from their current project to a different project.”

Elwud’s New Truck
Answered door t’other day and there 

stood my friend, Elwud.  “What’s up?” I 
asked.

“Can ya give me a ride ta Keene?” he 
said.

“Of course”, I replied, “But what 
happened to Old Betsy, your faithful old 
pickup.”

“Well, Old Betsy finally gave up and 
died.  I went out, turned the key, pumped 
the gas pedal, she coughed, sputtered, 
wheezed and died.”

“Well, guess it’s time you bought a new 
vehicle.  Maybe one of those little sport 
trucks with the flames down the side”, I 
joked.  “Well sir, that’s why I need a ride ta 
Keene.”   “Oh, to go pick out a new truck 
and buy it?  That’s great.  Glad to drive 
you down.”

“Well sir, not ‘xactly.  Need you to take 
me to the police station and then to the 
impound lot.  First I have to pay the fine 
and then go pick up my new truck.”

Now I am confused and said, “You best 
explain what is going on before we go 
any further.”

“Well sir”, Elwud says, “I went an’ bought 
me a new truck and they talked me into 
purchasin’ one with all these new fancy 
gadgets on it.  It’s got automatic windas, 
push button door locks, a serious radio, 
rear view camera, a self brakin’ system, 
so if’n ya ain’t payin’ attention it will stop 
for you and the damn thing is supposed 
to be able to park itself.  That’s why it’s in 
the impound place.”   Still confused, I said 
I needed further explanation.

“Well sir, I got so interested watching 
the screen of the rear view camera and 
what was going on behind me that I 
went through a stop light and ran into 
the back of a police cruiser.  Apparently 
the self brakin’ system weren’t payin’ 
attention neither!”   “Oh and so they gave 
you a ticket and impounded your truck?  
Seems a little harsh to me.”

“Well sir, they did give me a ticket, but 
the damage was miner and they did not 
impound the truck for that.  Velma sent 
me downtown to get some condomints, 
but I couldn’t find no parking space near 
the store, so I stopped, jumped out and 
ran inside.  How long could it take to 
grab a couple of condomints?”

”Ok, what do you mean you needed to 
purchase condomints?”

“Well sir, you know, like mustard and 
catsup for the cookout.”

“Ok, so explain why in the world you 
would just leave the truck in the middle 
of the busy streets of Keene.”

“Well sir, I paid extra to get the self-
parking package, so I figured if a space 
opened up, the damn thing would park 
itself.  No one explained that I needed 
to be in the truck in order for it to self-
park.  So when I finally came out, half 
hour later, the police ‘recker was towing 
it away. Oh, and I will need a ride home.  
Have to drop it off at the garage to get an 
estimate on repairing the front end, from 
hitting the police car.”

And you think you were having a bad 
day!

The prettiest mailbox in Walpole?
Let the Games begin…
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 Note!
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Publisher’s Corner
Summer over? If I am not ready, I 

am sure our students are not ready. 
But learning must continue for 
them. For me, learning is a never-
ending process, and a process that 
leads from one thing to another. The 
opportunity to tour the Bellows Falls’ 
Great River Hydro plant lead me to 
research and share with you more 
about the canal and its ultimate use 
to feed the turbines. I hope you get 
to read, and enjoy, both the GRH 
article, and this month’s history 
piece, Did You Know That… There is 
so much more history on “the island” 
in Bellows Falls to delve into and 
share.

If you are in the village at noon and 
5:00 Pm, hopefully you have heard 
the First Congregational Church’s 
carillon again delighting the village. 
Thank you to Paul Looney for his work 
in making the system operational 
again. And, if you, like me, have also 
missed the Unitarian Church’s bell 
sounding the hour, the church is 
awaiting a repair to its mechanism 
so those (like me) who don’t wear a 
watch will know what time it is. Once 
all is done, including my research, I 
hope to share with you The Bells of 
Walpole.

It is also a pleasure to introduce 
you to Helen Dalbeck, Hooper 
Institute’s new Executive Director. 
I have had the opportunity to chat 
with Helen twice, and she looks 
forward to expanding educational 
opportunities to include programs 
for all ages. I have been wanting to 
learn what our students learn about 
our environment, and soon that 
opportunity may happen.

A wide spread of things in this 
issue. Please do not forget to provide 
your news of upcoming events to 
the Clarion. Closing date is usually 
around the 21st of the month, but 
the earlier the better.

     – Ray Boas, Publisher

Born
Kate Alice St. John

July 28, 2019
7 lb, 19.5”

To Rachel & Joel St. John
Grandparents:

John & Karen King of North Pole Alaska
Todd & Susan Annett of Papillion, Nebraska

Passed
John F. O’Connor 

October 4, 1927 - July 27, 2019
Jean Stuart Robinson 

1924 - August 5, 2019

	 						The

Walpole  
Clarion  

On-line
Would you like to read or share 

your Clarion on-line? Would you 
like to receive Clarion reminders 
of closing dates or events? Then, 
head to https://thewalpoleclarion.
com and scroll down on the right 
to “Follow this Blog” and sign up.
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It’s been an eventful summer…                see pages 4, 10 & 17

Trees coming down…    . …buildings going up.


