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Proposed Charlestown School Withdrawal
Will Increase Walpole’s Taxes
For decades, the Town of Charlestown
has felt that the method of allocating
costs among the five towns (Acworth,
Alstead, Charlestown, Langdon, and
Walpole) that form the Fall Mountain
School District (FMSD) was unfair.
Over the years, Charlestown has
made numerous attempts to have
the method changed, but have been
unsuccessful. In March 2019, the voters
of Charlestown approved a warrant
article which directed the FMSD school
board, in accordance with RSA 195, to
form a study committee which would
recommend, or not recommend, the
withdrawal of Charlestown from the
district. If successful, this would also give
Charlestown the ability to have their own
school board and local control.
The withdrawal study is a three step
process. First, on October 2 the study
committee voted to recommend that

Something
to Smile About…
Again

Residents of Walpole and surrounding
areas will have an opportunity to receive
free dental services at Bowman Dental
on Friday, November 8, 2019.
In an effort to improve the oral health
of the community, the team at Bowman
Dental is reaching out to those in need of
dental care, but who are unable to afford
it.
Last year, the team provided over
$42,882 of free dental care. “We
understand that many people in our
community haven’t been to the dentist
for a long period of time. This event is
a great opportunity for us to share our
Continued on Page 9

Charlestown withdraw from the school
district and to generate the plan to do
so. This was only after many months of
research and discussion. It was clear that
Charlestown wants to withdraw from the
school district. Committee members (73) felt the only way for this issue to finally
be resolved was to allow the withdrawal
issue to be decided by the voters in
March 2020.
Second, the plan, if approved by the
committee on October 23 (check the
Clarion website for updates), will be
sent to the State Board of Education to
be reviewed and approved, or returned
for further work.
Finally, once approved by the State
Board of Education, the voters of the five
towns must approve the withdrawal of
Charlestown from the district at the polls
in March 2020.

How would Charlestown’s withdrawal
effect Walpole?
1. Our schools, staff, and teachers will
remain the same and the students will
receive the same high level of education
they enjoy today. This applies to all
grades, including the high school and
special education.
2. All the costs of educating
Charlestown students Pre-k to 12 will be
the responsibility of Charlestown.
3. Preliminary FMSD budgets show
that, if withdrawal of Charlestown is
approved by the voters in March, the
school tax in the remaining four towns
will significantly increase. As the largest
of the remaining four towns, Walpole’s
portion of this increase will be $825,000,
or more, per year.
Continued on Page 3
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Veterans Day
November 11, 2019

Walpole resident Alejandra Pallais,
Free Dental Day Volunteer last year

Walpole’s American Legion
Bridge Wilson Post 77
has announced there will be
no parade or ceremonies
on the Common this year
Instead, all are invited
to attend the Veteran Day’s
remembrances
at Kurn Hattin Homes’
24th Annual Veterans’ Day
Ceremony
Monday November 11 at 11 am
See page 18 for details

Autumn Dinner Auction
Fall Mountain Educational
Endowment Association
On Saturday, November 16, 2019, the
Fall Mountain Educational Endowment
Association will be hosting its annual
Autumn Dinner Auction, our major
fundraiser of the year. This year, for the
first time ever, the event will be held
at Alyson’s in Walpole. We’d love to see
you there. Fun starts at 5:00 pm with
appetizers, cash bar and silent auction.
Dinner will be served by FMRHS students
at 6:00 pm, followed by the live auction.
Over the years, many local businesses
Helenextremely
Dalbeck supportive of this
have been
event, and we are hopeful to have a
great variety of auction items again this
year.
Some of the exciting items we’ve
auctioned in the past include winter
sleigh rides; tickets to the theatre at
Northern Stage and the Colonial; dining
at Elixir, Margarita’s, Sumner House,
Diamond Pizza, and the Bellows Walpole
Inn; beautiful quilted bags, placemats,
knitted sweaters from local crafters
Kathie Beam, Alice Sample, Lil DeCoste,
Terri Conover; fresh cranberries,
blueberries, strawberries (PYO); getaways
to Winnipesaukee, Sand Pond, Rockport,
ME. There’s something for everybody!!
Do your Christmas shopping with us!
As FMEEA enters into its 25th year, we
look back with pride on the support we’ve
been able to give our school district.
During the last school year, we awarded
grants totaling nearly $22,000 to enable
curriculum enrichment programs, field
trips, lectures, performances, and special
projects unable to be funded under the
regular school budget.
We would love to receive an item from
you or your business to feature in one of
our auctions. If you would like to make
a monetary donation, we would be
more than happy to purchase an item
to be auctioned off in your name. If you
are interested in attending this exciting
event, please contact Pat Royce at 8264831 or email fmeeassoc@gmail.com.
FMEEA is a 501(c)3 non-profit
corporation; all contributions are taxdeductible to the extent permitted by
law. Our federal tax number is 22-3429237.
– Pat Royce

Turkey Trot
Thanksgiving Day Tradition
Thanksgiving Day morning, November
28, The Turkey Trot in support of the Fall
Mountain skiing and running athletic
programs will again be held on Walpole’s
Common. Gather your flock and come run
before you gobble! Over the years, the
weather has run the gamut - gorgeous
weather, an early snowfall, and bitter
cold. But, despite the weather, many of
you have still come out and participated.
We are truly grateful to those runners
that have come out to run in support of
this program. Thank you!
Currently, we have about 35 skiing and
running athletes in the middle school
and high school programs. In 2018, we
had a boy and a girl qualify for Cross
Country Running and in the NH Meet of
Champions. Both athletes were named
to the NH All State CC Running Team. The
Nordic Ski Teams had a great season, too.
They finished the 2019 season with both
the boys’ and girls’ ski teams Runners
Up in Division III, sending boys and girls
to the Meet of Champions. At the CVC
Nordic Championship, Fall Mountain
boys were high school and middle
school Champions, and Fall Mountain
sent both boys and girls to both the U-16
and Eastern High School Championships,
competing against the best skiers from
across the northeast and New England.
Our Middle School Boys team finished
4th overall, and we had the 3rd ranked
boy in the Individual class. Fall Mountain
also had an athlete named to the NH
Boys All State Nordic Ski Team. None of
this could happen without the support
we get from our community.
The Turkey Trot is the morning of
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November
28. Registration will be on the Walpole
Common at 8:00 am, with the race starting
at 9:00 am. Your participation will help to
support some wonderful young athletes
from our area, and at the same time help
you make room for your holiday feast
later in the day!
Runners are asked to give a $20 dollar
donation; students can run for $15. Bring
a contribution for the prize table. For
more information call (603) 756-9258 or
(603) 445-5104
– Holly Gowdy

Keep Up on Walpole Happenings
Receive almost daily updates. Visit

The Walpolean

https://thewalpolean.org/
Sign Up to FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL
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What does an additional $825,000
mean to the Walpole Taxpayer? The Tax
Rate for Education (school tax) would
increase to $15.88 per $1,000 assessment
for the 2020 -2021 school year – from the
$12.18 per $1,000 assessment in 2018.
In 2018, the total tax per thousand was
$25.02, of which $13.18 went for “local
education”, or 52.6 percent. The median
house price is Walpole is about $233,000,
thus this increase would add about
$630 per year to the average Walpole
taxpayer’s bill.
This is complicated issue, and it is
important for our voters to understand
the impact of their vote. Further
informational meetings will be held
ahead of the voting in March.
		

– Steve Dalessio

Historical Society
Guide to New England
with Humorist Fred Marple
The Walpole Historical Society will
present Yankee humorist Fred Marple
and his Guide to New England “for
locals and people from away” on Friday,
November 8, at 7:00 pm, in the Walpole
Town Hall.
Fred will discuss Yankee food,
including why we think baked beans and
vegetables boiled with a piece of corned
beef are fine cooking. He’ll examine
Yankee fashion, from the ever-present
flannel to rummage sale ensembles.
Fred will also explain life in a small
town, where everyone knows your
business - often before you do -and he’ll
describe the people who live there, from
the cheapskate native to the affluent
transplant.
Fred Marple has appeared on ‘New
Hampshire Chronicle’, on radio, and in
the pages of ‘Yankee Magazine’ and ‘New
Hampshire Magazine’. His book Welcome
to Frost Heaves was recently published
by Islandport Press. He has been called
“hilarious,” “a hoot,” and “really smart for
a guy his age.” His Yoga for Yankees has
been viewed over 6 million times online.
He is also known as author and songwriter
Ken Sheldon from Peterborough.
The event is free and open to all.
Refreshments will be served.
		

– Sally McGaffigan

Congregational Church
Movie and Pizza Night will be Nov.
16 at 5:30 pm. It is free and open to the
public. The movie will be God’s Not Dead:
A Light in Darkness. This is the third movie
in the God’s Not Dead series. The movie
is about the Rev. Dave Hill who faces an
unexpected setback when his beloved
church burns down, prompting the
officials at the adjoining university to try
and kick his congregation off campus.
Facing a legal battle, Hill soon seeks
help from his estranged brother, a bigcity lawyer and atheist, in a fight to help
rebuild the church.
November is the time to think about
shopping for our local Giving Tree
Christmas project, which gives people
in the community the opportunity to
buy gifts anonymously for local families
in need. On Sunday, November 17, trees
with gift request tags will be placed in
St. John’s, the Congregational Church,
and St. Peter’s in North Walpole. They
will be moved to the Savings Bank of
Walpole and the Walpole Library on the
next day. Please pick up a tag and return
your gifts to that same location by Friday,
December 6.
Finally, on Saturday, November 23,
come to the Mistletoe Mart at the
church and get a head start on your
holiday shopping while supporting the
community.
As the days become shorter and
colder, may the light of love shine ever
more warmly in our hearts through the
generosity and togetherness of our many
holiday celebrations! And as always, you
may contact us at the church office at
603-756-4075 and at Walpolechurch@
yahoo.com or revrachelleeaton@gmail.
com. Peace,
– Rev. Rachelle Eaton
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The Enthusiastic CROP Walkers of 2019

CROP Hunger Walk
The 2019 Walpole CROP Hunger Walk
was a festive occasion on Saturday,
October 12, as 22 participants from
the First Congregational Church UCC,
the Walpole Unitarian Church, and St.
John’s Episcopal, along with community
members, walked the streets of the
village, and met up with all the Chickens
on the Loose runners towards the end.
The town was hopping! We raised
over $6000. One quarter of the funds
raised will return to the Fall Mountain
Food Shelf, and the remainder supports
the global work of Church World
Service, which works in more than
30 countries worldwide to empower
local communities. Thank you for your
support!
– Ellie Shaw

Hooper Institute
Upcoming Programs
StoryWalk with the Walpole Library,
on the Common. Nov. 8, 4:00 pm. Trout
are Made from Trees will be the book
featured on the walk. We will do a fish
craft together before we hit the trail.
Trees will be identified, fish will be
featured and everyone will learn some
river and stream ecology.
Village Along the Connecticut River
at the Hooper Institute. Nov. 9, 10:00 am
to11:30 am. Learn about the native people
who named the Connecticut River and
lived along her shores. Participants will
increase their knowledge of everyday
native life, what natural resources they
used, and where their descendants
are today. The Hooper Institute has a
new collection of authentic artifacts
that will help us tell their story! This is a
family program, for all ages. Donations
welcome.

Auditions!

Broadband
Committee Update
The Select Board approved and
signed the Broadband Request for
Proposals, written by the Broadband
Committee, on October 3. The Request
for Proposals were sent the next day
to these potential Internet partners:
Argent Communications, Comcast,
Consolidated Communications, First Light
Communications, GWI, Matrix Design,
OTELCO, and Wi-Valley. Responses were
requested by November 7.
The Broadband Committee has been
working since May to improve the
level of broadband service in Walpole.
Approximately 85% of Walpole is
underserved according the FCC 25/3
definition of broadband. A survey of
services already in Walpole is available
on the Walpole Town website. We urge
all Walpoleans to complete the survey so
that the Committee has a clear picture
of how well individual households are
served, and how satisfied they are with
internet and or cable access.
The first informational meeting was
held on October 30. Additional meetings
will be at the town hall most Wednesday
evenings at 6:30, and are announced on
the town website. We are working toward
having a proposal for the select board by
January 2020 that can be brought to the
Town Meeting for a vote.
– Paul Looney, Chair; Dick Hill,
Rod Bouchard, Dennis Marcom,
Steve Grenier, Bob Anderson,
and Peggy Pschirrer

Wreathmaking at the Hooper Institute.
Dec. 6, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm, or Dec. 7,
9:00 am to Noon. Cost: $30/wreath.
Preregistration with payment is required.
Call 756-4382, email hooperinstitute@
myfairpoint.net, or stop by our place,
165 Prospect Hill Rd. Space is limited.
We will provide all natural materials
and greens to make a long lasting and
truly beautiful seasonal wreath. This is
a Hooper Institute original skill-based
workshop! Call today.
– Helen Dalbeck

The Walpole Players will be holding
auditions for their holiday production of
In Bethlehem Inn on Sunday, November
3, at 3:00 pm. Auditions will be on the first
floor of the Walpole Town Hall. All ages
welcome!

In this production, co-directed
by Becky Pearson and Jenny Plante,
Audience members will travel back in
time, as guests of the Innkeeper and
his wife, at the crowded 2000-year-old
Bethlehem Inn. The Inn will provide
supper, including soup, bread, cheese,
fruit and dessert. Guests may bring a
beverage of their choice.
If you are interested in being a part of
this production but can’t make it on Nov.
3, no problem! Just call Jenny Plante at
313-9319 to arrange another time.
The performance date is Saturday,
December 14, on the first floor of the
Walpole Town Hall. All proceeds will go
to the Fall Mountain Food Shelf and Our
Place drop-in center.
– Lisa Bryan

Great River Co-op
Thanksgiving Farmers’ Market
The Great River Co-op will be hosting
the Walpole Thanksgiving Farmers’
Market in the Walpole Town Hall on
Saturday, November 23, from 9:00 am to
1:00 pm. The Market will be held inside
this year, so the weather can’t ruin the
fun! Come out and peruse the seasonal
goodies available from your favorite local
farms and producers, while catching up
with good friends and getting ready for
the Thanksgiving Feast!
For information about becoming
a vendor, contact Karen West at
karenwest916@gmail.com. The cost for a
space will be $20. Please share, and invite
friends and neighbors to attend!
Those interested in getting involved
are encouraged to contact me at
president@greatriverfoodcoop.com
or 603-903-2602. To learn more about
becoming a member-owner of the
Great River Co-op, please visit http://
www.greatriverfoodcoop.com/
and
on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
GreatRiverCoop.
– Steve Fortier

Non-fiction Book Group
The Non-Fiction Book Group will met
Monday, November 11, from 6 to 8 pm to
discuss A Thousand Small Sanities – The
Moral Adventure of Liberalism by Adam
Gopnik. The meeting will be held at the
home of Sue Kibbe, 19 Pleasant Street
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– Ron MacLachlan

New Library Space
On Tuesday October 8th, the Walpole
Town Library Board of Trustees and staff
were able to tour the library and see the
construction progress. Everyone was
impressed with how far along the work
is, and how open the space feels. The
circulation desk will now be in the center
of the library, with a line of sight to the
front door as well as most of the rooms in
the library. The new stack room feels very
large right now. While we’re sure once the
new mobile stacks are in place it will feel
smaller, it’s still a large space with great
windows and a planned reading nook
as well. The old stack room, which is now
the John & Carol Hubbard Community
Room, feels much larger without some of
the stacks, and will be a beautiful space
for library programs as well as quiet work
space.			 – Justine Fafara

Library News
After School Movies & Snacks
We will be showing two after school
movies in November. On Thursday,
November 7, we’ll watch ‘Toy Story 4’
and on November 14, we’ll watch ‘Cocoa’.
Movies start at 3:30 pm. Free snacks will be
available, provided by the Fall Mountain
Food Shelf. Contact Justine with any
questions at jfafara@walpoletownlibrary.
org
The Library and Hooper Institute
Present a StoryWalk
Join us for an outdoor StoryWalk with
the Hooper Institute from 4:00 – 5:00
pm on Friday, November 8. Look on our
website and Facebook page for more
details. (See Hooper, p?)
Closings & Reduced Hours
in November
Wednesday, November 6, the library
will be closing early at 6:00 pm for the
Town Employee Appreciation Dinner.
Monday, November 11, we’ll be closed
in observance of Veteran’s Day. Friday
November 15, the library will be opening
late at 2:30 pm after a Town Employee
Training. The library will be closed
Monday, November 25, through Saturday,
December 14, as we pack, move, unpack
and organize our new library space! See
more about the move below.
Library Moving Plan
It’s time! We’ve waited months, but
the library is looking beautiful and
construction is currently scheduled to
be done by Thanksgiving. That means
it’s time to plan our big move back!
We’ll be looking for volunteers Monday,
December 2, from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm
to help with the physical move from
Town Hall to the Library. If you helped

What used to be the Children’s Reading Room,
now enlarged for the future open stacks. Note
the rails for the moble book shelves that will
significantly increase the library’s capacity.

in May, we’d love for you to come help
again! Please contact Justine to sign
up to help with the move at jfafara@
walpoletownlibrary.org or 603-7569806.
We’d love for you to come check out
a big pile of books in November so we
have less to move! Take a box of books
home and return them to the library
after December 16! This will ensure you
have plenty to read while we’re closed.
We’ll also be closed for a few weeks
with this move. There is a lot more
involved with setting up the new library
space. Here’s the current schedule.
We’ll be closed Monday November 25
through Saturday November 30, as staff
packs up the Town Hall space.
Monday December 2 will be the big
physical move back to the library.
We’ll be closed Monday December 2
through Saturday December 14 to clean,
unpack and organize the new space.
We’ll have a soft opening Monday
December 16, but please know that
many things will still be in flux.
Our Grand Opening Celebration
is scheduled for Saturday January 4,
weather permitting. Join us for a tour of
the new space and cake!
Book Snap Shots
Plainsong by Kent Haruf is an oldie
but a goodie. It was a National Book
Award finalist in 1999. Here’s what
Marti Harrington has to say about this
book: “Loved this book, a combination
of decency and cruelty where decency
wins. The heroes for me were the two
elderly men, simple and uncomplicated.
I smiled at their wonderful country ways
and the simple words they spoke. I knew
such people as a child and remembered
them all over again.”
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The Benefits of Being an Octopus by
Ann Braden is a new Middle Grade novel
by a local Vermont author. Here’s what
Justine Fafara has to say about this book:
“This beautifully written book is a story
about a seventh grade girl who struggles
with poverty, school, and family issues.
She has to learn at a very young age
that not everything is black and white.
Thankfully the book has a wonderful,
hopeful ending. Definitely worth a read
for both kids and adults.” – Justine Fafara

Walpole Artisans
The 17th Annual Walpole Artisans
Tour will be held Thanksgiving weekend,
November 29 through December 1. Stops
on the “tour” include: The Walpole
Artisans gift shop at 52 Main Street; The
Walpole Town Hall; and Sherwin Art
Glass, 33 Bridge Street, Bellows Falls, VT.
The tour features original juried
artwork, fine crafts, and many special and
unique items created by over 20 artisans
from the region. Perfect for the giftgiving season, items for sale represent a
wide variety of mediums, including wool
and silk scarves, hand-forged jewelry,
blown-glass vases and paperweights,
cloth and leather handbags, wood and
leather candle holders, wooden bowls
and pens, etched and carved glass,
metal garden sculptures, all-natural skin
care products, wooden harps, etched
black onyx jewelry, original paintings,
holiday ornaments, as well as beautiful
and charming note cards. You’ll have the
opportunity to meet the artisans and talk
about their process or their goals.
For more information call 603-7563020 or visit us on Facebook at https://
www.facebook.com/Walpole-ArtisansCooperative
– Tara Van Meter

Beyond the Messiah
Chamber Music of G. F. Handel
Beyond the Messiah, a concert
performed by Cameo Baroque, will
be held Sunday, November 10 at
4:00 pm at The Unitarian Church in
Walpole, presented by the CAMEO Arts
Foundation.
This performance will feature delightful
instrumental and vocal chamber works
by the baroque master, George Frideric
Handel (1685-1759), played on historically
accurate replicas of instruments of
Handel’s time, by musicians well versed
in the stylistic nuances of the baroque
period. Handel is best known for his
Oratorio, ‘Messiah’, but he was a prolific
composer of many other instrumental
works, some of which will be showcased
in this performance. Cameo Baroque
members are Leslie Stroud, traverso;
Beth Hilgartner, recorders and voice;
Laurie Rabut, viola da gamba; and Ernie
Drown, harpsichord.
Admission is by freewill offering,
benefiting the Community Asylum
Seekers Project (CASP). The Community
Asylum Seekers Project’s mission is to
provide basic needs and a supportive
community for those in the process of
seeking asylum in the U.S.
			

– Laurie Rabut

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will hold their
regular monthly luncheon at 12:00
noon on November 18, 2019 at the First
Congregational Church. Bring a friend
and a dish to share. We are looking
forward to having Lou Shelley, a member
of the Walpole Conservation Committee
speak on The Walpole Walking Trails. We
guarantee a great luncheon of delicious
food and wonderful fellowship.
– Jan Martin
			

Scouts

Cub Scout Pack 299
& Boy Scout Troop 299
As we start our new year of Scouting,
we would like to thank Richard Hurlburt
for his many years of serving as our
Sponsoring Organization Representative.
We would also like to welcome Mark
Houghton as our new Sponsoring
Organization Representative.
If you have a son that is interested in
joining either Cub Scouts or Boy Scouts,
please contact: Cub Scouts - Deb
Pawelczyk, Cub Scout Committee Chair,
at mdjpawel@comcast.net. Boy Scouts
- Steve Delassio, Boy Scout Committee
Chair, at sdalessi@ix.netcom.com
– Debra Pawelczyk
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St. John’s Episcopal
There is lots of news from St. John’s!
Over the summer, we renovated our
Parish Hall by removing two false ceilings,
opening up the room to its former high
ceiling and exposing the large windows.
In February, the Walpole Players will join
with St. John’s for a dinner, followed by
their performance of Murder on the Vine.
Do plan to join us for a fun evening while
helping us raise money for the church’s
renovation fund.
We are pleased to share our space with
community groups. Please give Dan
Scott a call at 802-289-3904 if you would
like to use the space, or come see us
during our coffee hour on Sundays from
11:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Our rector of fifteen years, Susan dePuy
Kershaw, will be retiring after November.
She has led our church community
faithfully here at St. John’s, as well as
fostering our community engagement
through such activities as the Christmas
Giving Tree Project, the Art After School
Program, Blessing of the Animals, CROP
Walk, and Community Fund. We will
miss her as our priest, but are pleased
that she will continue to live amongst us
in Walpole as our friend. We will have a
celebration luncheon on November 24th

from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm, so do stop by
and say hello. We are fortunate to have
Bruce MacDuffie of Westminster, and
a member of our congregation, as our
supply priest for a few months.
Our organist, Dr. Chris Evatt of Keene
State, will continue to present monthly
organ concerts here at St. John’s The
autumn series will conclude on Sunday
afternoon, November 3, at 3:00 pm. Or
join us on Sundays at 10:00 am to worship
when we are blessed by his music.
Annual Holiday Fair
Mark your calendar and join us on
Saturday, Nov. 23, from 9:00 am to 2:00
pm, for St. John’s Annual Holiday Fair.
We will once again have treasures from
Christmas Past, new Christmas crafts,
and fresh greens. And, for the second
year, we will have a raffle with a variety
of gift baskets to suit many tastes. We
are happy to provide hot drinks for free.
Plus we offer a place to sit and enjoy
a baked snack. Enjoy selecting from
a variety of cookies (by the pound),
including our fun iced holiday shaped
cookies, plus frozen pies, baked breads,
preserves, pickles, rolls and other treats
for your Thanksgiving dining. There also
will be gluten-free baked goods. We look
forward to seeing you in our Parish Hall
at the corner of Elm and Westminster
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Streets in downtown Walpole, across
from the Walpole Common!
Our congregation feel very blessed
by our community. We invite you to
worship with us.
– Marilyn Wilking

Historical Society
Christmas Shopping Day
The Walpole Historical Society Museum
will be open Saturday, November 23,
from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, to participate in
the annual village shopping day. Our
gift shop has great gift ideas for holiday
giving, and for the hostess as well.
There will be special sale items,
including children’s toys and books, wine
glasses, lavender candles and soaps, and
selected designs of napkins. Also, we
have a variety of new Caspari Christmas
cards and wrapping paper, books about
Walpole, scarves, warm mittens, socks,
texting mittens, pictures, local maple
syrup, and so much more.
Please come and browse our gift
shop, and view our exhibits, too.
Refreshments will be available as well.
Parking is available behind the Academy
building, or on the street. See you at the
museum!
– Sally McGaffigan

We all have our deer stories: the
twilight visit to the backyard apple tree,
silhouettes of deer quietly seeking the
fallen fruit, the missing hosta leaves
greeting the irritated gardener in the
morning, the June fawn who successfully
skitters across wide Route 12 in a panic to
reach the other side. Those are my most
recent ones. What are yours?
The white-tailed deer is as hardy a
New England native as they come. Just
because deer are not top-of-the-foodchain carnivores doesn’t mean they are
without resources to outwit predators.
Just ask any deer hunter how difficult
these creatures are to hunt. The deer is
a successful package of adaptations for
life in the wild.
Deer have remarkable “equipment” for
detection and defense. Aided by huge
ears that can be swiveled in almost all
directions, the rustle of leaves or snap
of a twig is easy for them to detect.
Their huge eyes work well at dawn and
twilight, a popular hunting time for
predators. Their moist, black noses aid
their sense of smell. Their brown coats
are perfect camouflage in the forest
most of the year.
Like many ungulates, deer are herd
animals. Many eyes and ears improve
the odds of success. When one member
detects danger, it lifts its white tail to

alert others. It’s hard to miss the white
tails, or “flags”, as they swiftly bound
out of sight. You may also hear a snort,
or “huff”, signaling caution. If a deer
is cornered, its hooves can slash and
damage the attacker. Then there are
the famed antlers of the bucks, although
those are more for show and sparring
with other males.
When are deer vulnerable? As with all
mammals, the young, the old and the
sick may not be able to perform with
speed and agility as the healthy adults
do. Fawns are famous for being left
alone hidden in tall grasses or ferns while
the does forage elsewhere. Leave them
alone should you come across one next
spring. Supposedly they are without
scent so predators are not attracted.
Winter is their most vulnerable time of
year. It’s not the cold. Deer have a coat
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of outer hairs that are hollow, trapping
air, just as your down jacket does with
your body heat. Deer can lie in the snow
and not melt it! In fact, they are using
the snow as another layer of insulation.
However, movement in deep snow
can be a real problem for deer. Those
slender legs sink in the snow, slowing
movement. It’s easier for predators,
particularly domestic dogs, to chase
down deer and attack them. Crusty snow
is slippery. The surface can be unreliable
for supporting their body weight. There’s
often a story every winter about a deer
falling through the ice on a pond.
Besides
harsh
environmental
conditions, food is critical! My hosta
plant leaves are long gone. Hopefully,
those leaves and the abundant greenery
of the growing season have helped the
deer pack on pounds of fat. Acorns too
are loaded with fat and protein. In winter,
deer are drawn to stands of evergreens
to browse on the needles. They may be
the evergreens in your yard or hemlocks
in the woods. We call these areas where
deer gather “deeryards”. The snow is not
as deep because the evergreen needles
hold the snow in the canopy. Deeryards
can be both a haven and prison for deer.
Whether on snowshoes or snowmobiles
please avoid these deer wintering yards.
And keep Fido in sight. Thank you.

Poinsettia Sale
Hospice at HCS
The Poinsettia Sale to benefit Hospice
at HCS will be taking place in November,
Hospice Month. This annual event
benefits hospice care in 52 communities.
Hospice care focuses on living life to the
fullest while experiencing a life limiting
illness. It is a holistic approach to care,
with the goal of comfort and dignity
at the end of life. Proceeds from the
annual Poinsettia Sale help to provide
care for patients and support for family
caregivers. Care is provided wherever
the person calls home; in their own
home, in an assisted living facility, or in a
nursing home.
Plants will be available by preorder
at the Keene and Peterborough offices
of HCS. The poinsettias are grown right
here in New Hampshire!
Poinsettias are available in red, pink,
and white; and in three sizes: a single
stem plant in a 6” pot with 6 to 8 blooms
($12); a double stem plant in a 7” pot with
12 to 15 blooms ($20); and a triple stem
plant with 20 to 25 blooms ($30).
Order forms must be received by
Thursday, November 21. For details on
delivery dates and pick-up options,
or to print an order form, visit www.
HCSservices.org. To request an order form
be mailed or for more information, call
352-2253 x4291 or email poinsettias@
HCSservices.org. HCS is a Monadnock
United Way agency.
– Lara Larson

RVSAH

Continued from Page 1, Smiles

River Valley Seniors At Home
Who would have thought several
years ago that I would not be able to run
errands, keep appointments or get my
dog groomed outside of Walpole. For
sure that never crossed my mind. Now
I need someone to drive me if I need to
leave town. I have had to depend on a
few friends, and I certainly cannot expect
them to drop everything to take me
where I need to go. Don’t get me wrong,
I appreciate everything they have done
for me.
In March of this year a new organization
to assist seniors was established in
town. The great volunteers at River
Valley Seniors at Home will drive you
to appointments, hairdressers, Walpole
Seniors luncheons, appointments for
your pets at the vet – anywhere you may
need to go. All you need to do is call for a
ride in advance.
A ride is not the only benefit provided
to seniors. Can’t reach a lightbulb or
get connected to the internet, or need
someone to go for a walk with you, or
walk your dog, or pick up some groceries,
just give them a call.
They will take you to plays, lectures and
a wide variety of activities happening
in and around town. Everything fun,
educational, historical and social
activities.
Walpole Valley Seniors at Home would
love to give you a helping hand and help
to keep you involved in town activities.
Simply give them a call, sign up, pay a
yearly fee and you will be able to do what
you need to do when you need to do it.
Join today and start enjoying life
again!
– Minna Good, RVSAH Member
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time and resources and give back to the
community we love,” said Dr. Bowman.
During Free Dental Day, patients
will receive digital X-rays, an exam
and a choice of a cleaning, filling or an
extraction. The event will be held Friday,
November 8, from 8:00 am until 3:00
pm.
“This is our favorite day of the year,”
said Dr. Bowman. “It’s very gratifying
to see the impact that events like Free
Dental Day can have on a person. People
who can’t regularly visit the dentist can
still improve the quality of their health.
There’s great energy coming from the
patients, volunteers and our amazing
team. The day is truly rewarding.”
Registration begins at 7:30 am at
Bowman Dental, 48 Meadow Access
Lane, Walpole (Shaw’s Plaza) on a firstcome, first-served basis.
Patients should bring a list
of
medications
and
up-to-date
medical history. Pre-registration and
appointments are not available. For
more information, call (603)756-4719 ,or
visit www.BowmanDental.com
			

– Ray Boas
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Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

Thursday the 26th day of November next
to be devoted by the People of these
States to the service of that great and
glorious Being…” Similar proclamations
were made by states, and the federal

...from 1872 to 1882, Louisa

May Alcott wrote six volumes of Aunt Jo’s
Scrap Bag, and in Volume Six the lead
story is “An Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving,”
about the Bassetts, who “sixty years ago,
[lived] up among the New Hampshire
hills… They were poor in money, but
rich in land and love …” The story, and
setting, most likely developed from
Alcott’s time living in Walpole almost
thirty years prior, during pre-Civil War
America. A man came to the Bassett
house saying “old Mr. Chadwick, down to
Keene…”, said Mrs. Bassett’s mother was,
“failin’ fast, and she’d better come today.”
The eight children were left to prepare
Thanksgiving Day dinner. “Gran’ma
lived twenty miles away…” and with no
railroad yet, Mr. Bassett hooked up their
carriage “while the old mare shook her
bells as if she preferred a trip to Keene to
hauling wood all day.”
Following the success of Little Women,
written in 1868 and 1869, Aunt Jo is now
the grown up Jo March from Alcott’s
successful tale. A very market savvy
publisher capitalized on the success
of Little Women, having Jo, who loved
to read and write as a child, now the
storyteller for the Scrap Bag stories.
The origin and evolution of our
Thanksgiving Day feast follows many
paths. Aunt Jo’s descriptive writing,
however, gives us a clear image of the
Bassett holiday preparations. “The big
kitchen was a jolly place just now, for
in the great fireplace roared a cheerful
fire; on the walls hung garlands of dried
apples, onions, and corn; up aloft from
the beams shone crooked squashes,
juicy hams, and dried venison… Savory
smells were in the air; on the crane
hung steaming kettles, and down
among the red embers copper saucepans simmered, all suggestive of some
approaching feast.”
But this year’s holiday feast would be
delayed with Mr. and Mrs. Bassett being
called away. Tilly, the oldest daughter,
said to her siblings, “Don’t we always do
it Sundays and Thanksgivings? … Can
I get up a nice dinner…? Come, now, if
you want roast turkey and onions, plumpuddin’ and mince-pie, you’ll have to
do as I tell you, and be lively about it.”
However, not all steps and ingredients
were properly remembered. The meal
did not turn out as expected; but, we see
a family truly happy, helping each other,
and in love.

Tilly
reading
to her
siblings,
from the
original
edition of
Aunt Jo’s
Scrap Bag
In 1777, the Continental Congress
made the first National Proclamation
of Thanksgiving. George Washington
created the first Thanksgiving Day by
proclamation on October 3, 1789, stating:
“...therefore I do recommend and assign
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government, but not every year. In the
early 19th century, Thanksgiving was
celebrated at different times in New
England.

Continued from Page 12

Sarah Josepha Hale, New Hampshire
native and editor of Godey’s Lady’s Book,
published The Good Housekeeper, a
cookbook, in 1841. In her cookbook are
all the recipes Alcott mentions in “An
Old-Fashioned Thanksgiving”, including:
cider apple-sauce, hasty pudding, Indian
pudding, brown bread, baked apples,
and roast turkey. In 1846, Hale began
her seventeen-year campaign to make
Thanksgiving a national holiday. Finally,

Gleanings

from the Town Minutes

Select Board - October 10 - The board
approved and signed a congratulatory
letter to Mr. Thomas Beaudry on being
selected “Educator of the Year” by the
Cheshire County Conservation District.
Mrs. Pschirrer pointed out that Mr.
Beaudry has always been a strong
contributor in the Town of Walpole,
serving on the Conservation Committee
and chairing it for several years. Mr.
Dalessio added that the Town of Walpole
should be proud as this is the third
“Educator of the Year’ award. Previously
Mrs. Eloise Clark and Mrs. Rebecca
Whippie received this award.
Select Board - October 10 - Ruby
Frithsen and Sidney Curven, students
from Fall Mountain Regional High
School, were present to talk about
creating a Warrant Article for a plastic
bag ban. They feel it is time to act on this
by towns, cities and government groups.
It is not up to individual people to make
changes. Ms. Frithsen is the co-founder of
the Fall Mountain Regional High School
Green Group, and their group would be
willing to help put this into action if they
knew the steps involved to proceed with
this request and to reach their goals.
Planning Board - October 8 - Greg Gay
came in to discuss new office space at his
site in North Walpole. Mr. Gay explained
he wanted to build a one-story office
building in the southwest corner of his
property. The building will be 30 squarefeet-by-70-square-feet. It would also
have a basement and about six offices.
Mr. Dalessio asked, “Wasn’t there an
office in the other building?” Mr. Gay said
that the other building is too loud. The
new space is better to transact business.
“How many employees do you have?”
Mr. Miller asked. Currently, just himself,
Mr. Gay said. Mr. Miller asked if there
would be people there just during week
days. Mr. Gay said there could be people
in there even on the weekend.

her letter to Abraham Lincoln convinced
him to support legislation establishing
Thanksgiving as a national holiday in
1863. Succeeding presidents issued
similar proclamations, holding the last
Thursday of November as a national
holiday. In 1939, with five Thursdays
in November, FDR faced a dilemma.
His solution was to declare the fourth
Thursday to be Thanksgiving Day.
Beginning in 1942, Congress resolved
that Thanksgiving Day henceforth would
be the fourth Thursday in November.
It was suggested Mr. Gay go before
North Walpole Zoning and ask if zoning
allows more than one building on one
lot.”If you [come] back to the Planning
Board, you will need a full set of site
plans with lighting and landscaping,” Mr.
Dalessio said.
Mr. Donald Lennon, co-owner with his
brother, Charlie, of Len-Tex Corp., said
“…at first you told us you were going to
build a house. You also told the Planning
Board it would be a manufacturing
business. There’s nothing being built
there. What is it? Are you telling the
truth or not?” Mr. Donald Lennon said his
concern is that Mr. Gay is going to have
a residential building in the middle of all
the industrial manufacturing buildings
surrounding that property. He continued
that he and his brother have a $2,000,000
investment in Len-Tex, and anything that
affects that investment is a problem.
He said he didn’t think Mr. Gay had any
reason to build an office when you have
no business going on. This business has
not created any new jobs.
Mr. Miller addressed Mr. Donald Lennon
saying he would get a chance to say all
that at a Public Hearing next month. A
motion was made and seconded to hold
a Public Hearing for a site plan for Mr.
Gay next month. The motion carried.
Planning Board - October 8 Apartments in North Walpole:Jason
Dunbar owns property in North
Walpole and several years ago the
1.6 acre residential lot was approved
for apartments. The property is 1134
Main Street. Four rental units of two
apartments apiece was proposed. The
layout was based on property lines. Is
this something you will even entertain?
Dunbar asked the Walpole Planning
Board. Dunbar owns the abutting
property, which is the former the former
Dunning Office building. And he owns
eight units on Kiniry Street that he’s
upgrading. This proposed rental units
will be two-bedroom worker housing
units – two in each building. He’s not
sure how many apartments this property
can accommodate without being too
cramped.
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You Need
to Know That…

Reynolds Wrap
Invented 1947
The aluminum foil was named after
Richard S. Reynolds, Sr., founder
of Reynolds Metals Company.
Previously, he had worked for his
uncle, tobacco king R. J. Reynolds,
manufacturing the thin sheets
of tin and lead foil then used
to wrap cigarettes
Can be used to:
Clean pots and pans when camping
A crumpled-up piece of Reynolds
Wrap makes an excellent pot
scrubber.
Speed up your ironing
Place a piece of aluminum foil
under the ironing board cover
to reflect the heat from the iron.
Polish chrome - Use a piece
of crumpled-up Reynolds Wrap
to polish the chrome on strollers,
high chairs, and playpens
Prevent steel wool from rusting
Wrap the pad in Reynolds Wrap
and store it in the freezer
Clean starch off an iron - Run the
iron over a piece of Reynolds Wrap.

•

•

•

•

•

Adapted from: MAGIC BRANDS - 1,185
Brand-New Uses for Brand-Name Products
by Joey Green.

He was advised by the Planning Board
that the first thing is to get a permitted
use under North Walpole’s Zoning
ordinances. He may need to get a variance
for the number of units. The next thing is
to talk to the North Walpole and Walpole
Fire Departments about compliance. The
property has town water and sewer. The
property was never used for business. He
will return at a later date.

Walpole Volleyball
Team Competes
in Postseason Tournament
On Saturday, October 19th, Walpole
Elementary School Volleyball competed
in the championship tournament that
was held at Fall Mountain Regional High
School.
In the first round, the girls played
single sets against Charlestown Middle
School and South Meadow. Walpole
played well, but lost both sets and fell
into the consolation bracket.
In the consolation game, a best of
three match with each set to 15 points.
After losing the first set 16-14, Walpole
was down 14-7 in the second set. Eighth
grader Etta Bea Harrison and the Walpole
girls scored nine consecutive points on
Harrison’s serves. Walpole lost the final
set, but finished the tournament on a
strong note.
Some positives this season, and there
were many, included how much fifth
graders and newcomers improved. New
to the sport included Harrison, seventh
grader Emmaline Cook, and several fifth
graders, including Taelor Bailey, Amelia
Blaine, Violet Walz, Michayla King, and
Liv Tucker. Walpole had great leadership
under eighth grade captains Abby Turner
and Malesa Seavey. The team looks to
build on its improvements and youth in
the seasons to come.
– Emmaline Cook (Grade 7)
		

Walpole Soccer
Teams Excel in Postseason
After incredibly strong seasons, both
the boys and girls Walpole Elementary
School soccer teams began their
postseason journeys on the third
weekend of October.
The girls’ soccer team, which boasted
an undefeated regular season record,
competed in the championship
tournament at Westmoreland on
Saturday, October 19th. In their first
game, the girls blanked Chesterfield, 1-0.
In the following game, they tied against
Keene Middle School, 1-1, before soundly
defeating Charlestown Middle School, 50. In their fourth game of the afternoon,
Walpole dropped a heartbreaker to
Winchester, 2-0; however, their terrific play
has earned them a trip to the semifinals,
and, possibly, the finals on Monday,
October 21st. Goal scorers in the first
three games included seventh graders
Annaliese Kenyon and Mariella Tsitsoni,
and sixth grader Sophia Grillione.
The boys’ soccer team competed in
their championship tournament on
Sunday, October 20th. In their first
game of the day, Walpole played to a
scoreless tie with Chesterfield. Walpole
then went on to defeat Putney, 5-0, and
Charlestown, 2-0. In their final game of
the day, the boys thumped Winchester
Middle School, 12-0, to advance to the
next stage of the tournament. The boys
will compete in the semifinals, and
possibly finals on Tuesday, October 22. 	
		
– Jake Gagnon
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Cross Country
Fall Mountain Runners Take Off
The Fall Mountain Middle School
Cross Country team is made up of
Walpole, Charlestown, and Vilas middle
schoolers. The team is made up of 6th,
7th, and 8th graders. The runners have
had three meets so far, since October
4th. Miles Harrison, a sixth grader at
Walpole, said, “Cross country is a blast!
We do fun games that we get to earn
candy afterward.”
I interviewed another runner from
Walpole, Jenna Fillion, and asked her
what her favorite course is for running.
Jenna told me that she enjoyed the
challenges of Keene’s course.
One of Fall Mountain’s coaches, Kathy
Paulette, has been coaching at Fall
Mountain for 4 years. When asked how
she feels her team has done this year,
Coach Paulette said they have done
phenomenal. I also asked her what she
loves about coaching and if there was
anything else that she wanted to say
about this amazing team. Coach Paulette
said that she loves seeing the kids be
happy after making a personal best, and
every year the team gets better. Cross
Country continues to make the district
proud.
– Kelsey Fillion (Grade 6)

Fall is for Feasting
Some Halloween candies to seek
out this Halloween include the
classics, such as Three Musketeers,
Nerds, Reeses, Hershey, Mr. Goodbars,
Snickers, Butterfingers, Twix, Skittles, Kit
Kats,Twislers, and Milkyways. These are
all hallmarks of Halloween.
Some other good fall foods include
pumpkin pie, turkey, and pumpkin
spice Twinkies, ice cream, and ice cream
sandwiches, donuts, and anything
pumpkin spice related. These are good
fall foods because these are things that
are common in our state, and lots of
people like these foods during the fall
season. It’s beginning to get into the
colder times, and you might want some
hot hot beverages like hot apple cider,
hot cocoa, coffee, and hot tea. These are
good drinks because they warm you up
in the cold temperature. Harvesting time
with corn, potatoes, apples, and beans.
These are the flavors of the season, so
don’t wait to indulge!
– Evan Parker & Owen Tetu (Grade 6)

Movies for the Season

Columbus Day
To Celebrate…or Not to Celebrate?
Columbus Day was established as
a holiday in the United States in 1937
even though it was celebrated in the
18th century. Columbus Day is named
after the Italian explorer Christopher
Columbus for his journey to the “New
World” in 1492. Columbus was sent on
this journey by the Spanish monarchs,
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella.
Columbus Day is celebrated usually
as a day off of work, and school, but this
has become quite a controversial topic
these past few years. Many believe that
the name ‘Columbus Day’ should be
changed due to unsettling information
that Columbus was alleged to participate
in. There has been discussion about
changing the name to ‘Indigenous
People’s Day’.
The legislation regarding the change
states that Columbus “enslaved,
colonized, mutilated, and massacred
thousands of Indigenous People in the
Americas.” The holiday was celebrated
“in reverence to a divisive figure whose
actions against Indigenous People
run counter to the values of equality,
diversity, and inclusion - values that the
District of Columbia has long embodied
- and serves only to perpetuate hate and
oppression, in contrast to the values
the District espouses on a daily basis.”

The District isn’t alone in changing
how America recognizes this holiday. In
Alexandria, the city council unanimously
passed a resolution in September to
recognize Indigenous People’s Day as a
“local, public holiday,” said Craig Fifer, a
city spokesman.
We understand why people call it
Columbus Day, to celebrate important
discoveries, but we should start to
recognize all the people that have been
hurt and the tragic history associated
with Columbus as well. The question is
whether our country wants to continue
to celebrate Columbus on this day, or
reflect and remember the indigenous
people who were affected.
– Morrigan Farnum & Jade Nadeau (Grade 8)

Here are the very best movies for
families to enjoy this fall season:
Monster House is about kids that live in
front of a haunted house that wants to
eat them. We recommend this because
it is both a mystery and horror film that
can keep you thinking and scared at the
same time.
Hocus Pocus, a classic Halloween
movie, is about three kids that made
the mistake of lighting a candle that
brought three evil witches back to life.
The three witches attempt to continue
their dastardly ways, while the kids hope
to stop them.
It’s the Great Pumpkin, Charlie Brown,
another classic film, is about Charlie
Brown’s friend, Linus, who sits around and
waits faithfully for the Great Pumpkin to
come, as well as the gang’s celebration of
Halloween.
The Addams Family is about this family
that is very creepy and mysterious and
spooky. They are almost the complete
opposite of what you would think of as
a typical American family. There is an
older live action version of this movie,
and a new one coming out that is a 3D
computer animated film.
There are many other classic horror
movies, such as the Halloween series,
but they are NOT family friendly. Stick
to these other classics this season when
viewing with your family.
– Siera King & Kaiya Roberts (Grade 6)
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Walker Road Kiosk
Work was recently completed on
an information kiosk on the Route 12
Walker Road Property at the head of the
trail leading to the Connecticut River. At
the July meeting of the Conservation
Commission, Lewis Shelley presented
his proposal for the kiosk. He handed
around images of a black locust kiosk and
a white oak kiosk he had completed in
the past for other properties. The pricing
range is around $800 to $1,000 for the
materials. He would donate the labor.
All were in favor of the expenditure, and
accepted Shelley’s offer of labor. There
will be a lexan panel on the face.

Holiday Craft Fair
FMRHS
Come support the 2nd Annual Fall
Mountain High School Fall/Holiday
Craft Fair on Saturday, November 2,
2019, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm, in the Fall
Mountain High School gym, Langdon,
New Hampshire.
There will be something for everyone.
Some of the crafts are holiday décor,
jewelry, lotions and soaps, greeting
cards, woodcraft, photography, painted
items, and food items. There will be a gift
raffle with items from the participating
vendors.
Santa will also be doing some of his
shopping as well. Bring your little ones
to see Santa and get their wishes in!
This event is hosted by the Fall
Mountain High School Class of 2020; with
proceeds going toward their graduation
expenses, class trip, and class gift.
			

16

– Peggy Jellie

Reader Commentary
Great River Hydro
In the September issue of the CLARION
was a front page article concerning
Great River Hydro, LLC (GRH). There are,
as with all forms of energy production,
some environmental costs. In this case,
it is river bank erosion and loss of prime
agricultural soils.
The impoundment above the dam was
referred to as a “battery.” As the water
level rises, the “battery” gets charged. As
power is produced, the water level drops
and the “battery” is discharged. GRH has
specific parameters regarding how much
they can fluctuate the height of the river.
The only way to increase the battery size
is to widen the pool.
The agricultural fields that border the
Connecticut River contain flood plain
soils that are as fertile as any soils in the
U.S. (Ask any local farmer what fields
they would like to farm.) The soils are fine
sandy loam with small particle size. As
the water behind the dam slowly rises,
the soil becomes saturated with water.
When power is produced, the water
level drops rapidly, and, as it does, water
drains out of the saturated soil and takes
soil particles with it. Consequently, the
toe of the bank erodes, it undercuts the

top of the slope and significant sections
of the bank will collapse into the river.
This phenomenon is evident when you
compare the river banks above and below
the dam. Below the dam, one typically
finds sloping banks and riparian buffers
with old growth trees on both sides
of the river. Above the dam, the banks
often are a 20 foot vertical drop with no
riparian buffers on a least one side of the
river. This is especially noticeable along
the fields, and no, the farmers didn’t cut
the trees down and remove the stumps.
There are also safety concerns regarding
equipment operation near the unstable
banks.
This erosion occurs in what is referred
to as the “pool” area. The pool area for the
Bellows Falls dam extends upriver for 27
miles, to the West Claremont/Ascutney
Bridge.
The costs associated with hydro
production, as it is currently practiced,
are being paid by landowners and towns
along the river. As mentioned in the article,
GRH is in the process of relicensing the
Bellows Falls, Vernon and Wilder dams.
The town of Lyme, NH, recently spent
$1.8 million on one road stabilization
project, and is projecting another $3
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million for another road affected by the
continual river fluctuation.
The relicensing is for up to 40 years, or
once in a generation. GRH’s studies have
concluded that the dams don’t cause
any erosion. Many beg to differ. Some
organizations looking at the erosion
issue and relicensing are the NH/VT Joint
River Commission and The Connecticut
River Conservancy. If you share these
concerns, contact your local and state
representatives. For a bird’s eye view of
this issue, visit: youtube.com/watch?v=3
cO6V3Ctxbo&feature=youtu.be
			

– Tom Beaudry

A Thank You…
A Tireless Volunteer For 27 Years, Cathy
August. Thank you for delivering Meals
on Wheels all these years.
– Krystyna, and all the recipients.

A Time To Be Thankful!
I grew up on a farm in Chester, VT. We
had milk cows, beef cattle, pigs, chickens
and a horse or two.
One year, my father decided that, rather
than have chicken for Thanksgiving or
pay the high prices for a store bought
turkey, he would purchase a turkey poult
from a neighbor; put him in with the
chickens and raise it free range.
One thing about animals on a farm,
one does not give them pet names and/
or make pets of them if one is planning
on eating them at some point in time. So
we decided to call him Guillotine, or Gilly
for short. All went well, and Gilly grew
into a large beautiful bird, if one can call
a turkey beautiful.
We occasionally had a problem with a
fox or weasel getting into the hen house
at night, but nothing seemed to bother
Gilly, and he continued to grow.
A couple of weeks prior toThanksgiving,
Dad and I went to feed the chickens, and
while we were there Dad checked Gilly
over and made the remark that he was
a going to make a fine Thanksgiving
meal. I swear, from that moment on, old
Gilly did it’s darnedest to avoid human
contact.
Couple of days before Thanksgiving,
we had a light snow and we noticed
some fox tracks in and around the hen
house, and lots of feathers, and that our
Gilly was missing, along with a chicken.
We hunted high and low throughout the
farm, but Gilly was not to be found.
It was decided that we would have
one of the non-laying hens for dinner.
Disappointed at not having the turkey,
we sat down for Thanksgiving dinner,
thankful that we had food on the table
and a roof over our heads.

As we dug in, we heard a strange
noise, like a gobble, out on the porch.
Looking out the picture window, we
were flabbergasted to see Gilly looking
back at us. We rushed outside in time
to see him disappear under the porch.
Apparently he was determined not to
be anyone’s Thanksgiving dinner, and
had taken to hiding under the porch for
about a week. We managed to get him
out with some corn. He was about five
pounds lighter and had a cynical smirk
on his beak.
He was given a pardon and a
permanent place of residence in the
barn. And every year he received a big
bowl of corn under the porch where he
still hid the week before Thanksgiving.
Oh, and we changed his name to Lucky!
He lived with us for another ten years.
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Kurn Hattin Welcomes Veterans
Please join Kurn Hattin Homes for
Children’s Veterans’ Day Celebration on
Monday, November 11, 2019 at 11:00 am,
followed by lunch.
The celebration includes readings,
candle lighting, and children musical
performances. The ceremony is planned
and hosted by American and World
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History, and Civics teacher Richard Long.
Please RSVP for lunch to Heather (802)
721-6916 or hlonge@kurnhattin.org.
Kurn Hattin Homes for Children, Mayo
Memorial Center, Higbie Auditorium,
Westminster, Vermont, www.kurnhattin.
org.		

Born

Asher Andrew Rolfs

September 21, 2019
7lbs 12oz, 20”
To Bridget & Chris Rolfs
of Mountain View, California
Grandparents:
Ann & Steve Corey, Sr.,
of Drewsville
Jeff & Paula Rolfs
of Fremont, NH

Passed

Carol Fabis

December 26, 1940 -September 25, 2019

Carol Hubbard

June 13, 1930 - October 1, 2019

David Chickering

December 30, 1939 - October 1, 2019

Publisher’s Corner
Can you believe November,
Thanksgiving, almost Christmas, and a
New Year? I can’t - scary. But what I can
believe, and know for sure, is that we
have a packed twenty pages for you in
this November issue.
The current item of interest is the
Charlestown
School
Withdrawal
proposal that will appear on the ballot
in March 2020. No, not too early to learn
about the issue to cast your vote with
an educated decision. Also coming
up will be the question of bringing
broadband throughout the Walpole
community. And, also thinking ahead,
read Gleanings, where you will learn that
two of our concerned youngsters wish
to bring to a vote the problem of plastic
bags. They should be applauded for
taking on an important environmental
issue in the correct manner.
I don’t know about you, but this year
the fall foliage was the best I remember
in my seventeen years here. We are so
blessed, not just with the beauty of our
area, but with all the opportunities we
have for pleasure, entertainment, and
support. We are an aging community,
and are fortunate to have groups
cropping up to assist and support our
seniors who wish to remain in their
homes. Note the Volunteer Driver “ad”
on page nine, and I hope you read
Minna’s comments on the same page. If
you are not there yet, please do consider
those who are there. That is just part of
what makes our community caring and
great. And, what a way to feel great
yourself..
– Ray Boas, Publisher

Walpole Business Notes

FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 7 years of publication:
One Year Ago (November, 2018) - At the Planning Board Public Hearing
Tuesday, October 9, members voted unanimously to not recommend D & C
Transportation’s proposal for a filling station/convenience store on Route 12
at the Gateway to Walpole. That non-binding recommendation would next
be considered at the Zoning Board’s Public Hearing. Following the hearing on
the 9th, discussions continued with D&C Transportation’s attorney, concluding
with an agreement to purchase from D&C the 10 acre parcel at the Gateway to
Walpole. Many fund-raising efforts are underway.
Three Years Ago (November, 2016) - The Cheshire County Conservation
District is honored to recognize Rebecca (Becky) Whippie and Eloise Clark of the
Frederick H. Hooper Institute in Walpole as the 2016 Educators of the Year.
Five Years Ago (November, 2014) - Good news! Seeds were planted by sixth
graders in the high tunnel at the Walpole Elementary School in early September.
Forty days later we are beginning to harvest “winter greens” for the school
cafeteria.
Seven Years Ago (November, 2012) - The Hooper Study Committee
recommended that the Trustees, with the approval of the Director of Charitable
Trusts, sell through private sale with encumbrances, the entire parcel of land
occupied by the Hooper Golf Club and the timber land surround the golf course,
all the buildings, the Mansion, Barn, and Pro Shop, the cottage and out buildings
at fair market value.”
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Walpole Wellness Center…
has moved to Marlow! Our new location
on the pond – 16 Hammann Drive,
Route 10 – creates a sanctuary for
anyone looking for deep tissue massage
or a Body Mechanics class. The Center
offers a range of massage modalities
that include hot packs, hot stones, facial
steaming, and ending with a cup of chai
tea and homemade goodie! See ad on
page 16.
– Snow Frye
Your 100 word submission of “business notes”
is welcome for possible insertion.
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Sometimes, it’s easy to forget just how close we are to nature…
a cow Moose in the field off Old North Main St., on October 18
& turkeys on Prospect Hill.
Photo: Tracey Martin

