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Town Meeting 2020
Warrant Article
Primer
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each year for consideration, and should
present no controversy. Article 11 requests
“…$20,000 for a study to determine the
most economical approach to ensure
the police station meets the needs of the
Town.” Law enforcement has changed,
become more complex, and the current
facility has become inadequate. It is time
to evaluate the best option for renovations
or replacement.
The remaining articles to be voted
upon are: Broadband Bond; Single-Use
Plastic Bag Ban; and a Selectboard letter to
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
requiring the owners of the Connecticut
River Dams “develop a shoreline adaptive
management plan; and commit funding
for riverbank restoration and/or property
owner compensation to reimburse towns
and landowners for any and all damages
resulting from the deterioration of the
riverbank.”
Broadband - At the public hearing
February 13, the benefits of providing
broadband throughout Walpole communities were discussed. Selectboard member,
Peggy Pschirrer, reiterated the network
would be “a valuable asset to the town,
and will not cost taxpayer dollars. There
will be no tax increase.” The vote is to
approve a bond issue to raise funds for the
building of the network by Consolidated
Communications which is funding a good
share of the cost. Any shortfalls in paying
the bond from user fees will be paid by
Consolidated. The bond is not a Town
debt. Concluding, she said, “the network
will be a benefit to the entire town, and
should increase property values as all
homes would have access to high speed
fiber-optic internet.”
Plastic Bag Ban - Fall Mountain
Sophomores, Sidney Curven and Ruby
Frithsen, obtained over 160 signatures
for this petition warrant article “…to pass
an ordinance banning the distribution
or sale of thin-film single-use plastic
bags.” They are to be commended for
their efforts in environmental issues, and
learning how government can work. As
is customary for Petition Warrant Articles,
the Selectboard has abstained from
making a recommendation as to passage
or not. However, all in attendance at the
hearing were in agreement to support the
article. If passed, however, a ban could not
go in effect in Walpole because the State
has not yet passed legislation allowing
such a ban. In January 2020, the NH House
of Representatives voted to ban singleuse plastic bags and force merchants to
charge a new fee for consumers to buy
recyclable ones. The bill has gone to the
State Senate for its review.
Remember, cast your ballot on Tuesday,
March 10, and attend Town Meeting,
Saturday, March 14.
– Ray Boas
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Candidates
for Town Office
Selectboard
for Three-Year Term
(Vote for One)
Steven Dalessio
Moderator
for Two-Year Term
(Vote for One)
Jack Wozmak
Treasurer
for Three-Year Term
(Vote for One)
Thomas Goins
Supervisor of Checklists
for Four-Year Term
(Vote for One)
Cynthia Westover
Planning Board
for Three-Year Terms
(Vote for Two)
Jason Perron
Jeffrey White
Zoning Board Of Adjustment
for Three-Year Term
(Vote for One)
David Edkins
Ernest Vose
Trustee Of Trust Funds
for Three-Year Term
(Vote for One)
Write-in Required
Library Trustees
for Three-Year Terms
(Vote for Three)
Tim Lester
Katherine Nerrie
Kevin Switzer
Shirley Capron
Susan Hubbard Johnson
Cemetery Trustee
for Three-Year Term
(Vote for One)
Dale Woodward

The Walpole Grange

will have hot dogs
available for lunch
before Town Meeting
on March 14.

Come and have
a dog or two.
There will also be cookies,
brownies and coffee.

Donations happily appreciated.

Hassan Meets Sydney
Walpole Girl Lobbies Senator
for Diabetes Funding
Sydney Palmiotto, 14 year-old diabetes
advocate, visited Senator Maggie Hassan
in her Washington D.C. office February 5.
Sydney wrote to the Senator earlier in
the month to thank her for supporting
continued funding for the Special
Diabetes Program. The Special Diabetes
Program provides funding for research
on the prevention, cure, and treatment
for type one diabetes.
Sydney wrote “The Special Diabetes
Program is important to me. As a type
one diabetic, the advance in technology
would benefit not just me but my family
and friends around me. Supporting the
[Special Diabetes] Program would help
create more opportunity for change in
the diabetic community.”
Senator Hassan responded, “I want to
thank Sydney for her advocacy on behalf
of this important issue. I will continue
supporting critical programs like the
Special Diabetes Program that help keep
Granite Staters safe and healthy.”
WES’s Sydney relates her Washington
experience on page 18.

Sydney Palmiotto with Senator Maggie Hassan
Senator Hassan has led efforts to
protect the rights and well-being of
Granite Staters and Americans who
experience disabilities and complex
medical needs, such as diabetes. One
of the most common issues Senator
Hassan hears about across the state are
the skyrocketing costs of prescription
drugs, which has forced far too many
people to make the impossible choice
of whether to put food on the table or
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fill a potentially life-saving prescription.
To address this concern, Senator Hassan
has
cosponsored
comprehensive
legislation to lower drug costs, including
by permitting the safe importation
of prescription drugs from places
like Canada and allowing Medicare
to negotiate the price of prescription
drugs.
– Sydney Petersen
Deputy Press Secretary

2020 Candidate Profiles
Each Town election cycle, when there
are more candidates than open positions
for a given office, the Clarion invites those
running to provide a statement, of up to
200 words, explaining, “Why Vote for Me.”
The following are the submissions that
were received. In addition, Select Board
Chair Steve Dalessio provided a statement
of the board’s accomplishments during his
tenure.

Library Trustee
Tim Lester

My name is Tim Lester, and I would
appreciate your vote for one of the three
open seats as a Library Trustee. I have
been a Walpole resident for the past 25
years. I have also been a regular patron
of Bridge Memorial Library for more than
twenty of those years. Over those years,
I have witnessed an amazing evolution
of the new services our library offers our
residents. The number of new books,
and new programs available are greater
than ever before. The current staff at the
library are the best, and are dedicated to
continually improving those programs
and services for the community. I
volunteered to help move the library
over to the Town Hall prior to last year’s
renovation, and I also helped move it
back to the new outstanding facility we
now have. I am recently retired, and I
would welcome the opportunity to work
full time to helping our library continue
to grow for our community.

Kathy Nerrie
My name is Katherine (Kathy) Nerrie
and I am running for Library Trustee. I
have lived in Walpole for over 40 years
and have served as a Library Trustee for
over 20 years. I am an active member
of the Board and serve on numerous
committees and regularly attend our
monthly meetings.
I have also been the treasurer for the
past 16 years. The responsibilities of the
treasurer are numerous, and I believe
I have served the board well in that
capacity. I love tracking income, expenses,
budgets, and producing reports for the
Board and the Town. I am asking that you
vote for me in the upcoming election so
that the Library Trustees have continuity
in this very important job. I have and will
continue to put in the extra time needed
to ensure that our Board is an asset to
our community. Thank you.

Shirley Capron
Hoping to continue representation on
the Walpole Library Board as Secretary,
and for the Branch Library in North

Walpole where I live, I wish to reiterate
Board Chairman, Fred Ernst’s kind words
here when I was celebrated in 2018.
“Shirley Capron completed her 51st year
of service to the library – she has been
Secretary to the Board since 1967. You’re
our memory. You’re our commitment to
public service and welfare. You’re our gift
of knowledge and friendship. You’re our
steady hand.”
Libraries are my life. In 1967 I was
appointed Librarian to set up the
Library for the newly created School
for International Training of its parent
organization, World Learning in
Brattleboro, Vermont. I maintained that
position until retirement in 2007.
Since 2007, and at present, I am a
Volunteer in WL’s Institutional Archives.
1953 – 2020: This year, I am celebrating
67 yrs. of part-time employment at
the Rockingham Free Public Library
in Bellows Falls, Vt. where I am still
employed.
It is, and always has been, an honor
and privilege to serve as Trustee for the
Walpole Library and its Branch where I
wish to continue serving both Libraries.

Susan Johnson
I am pleased to introduce myself as
a candidate for Trustee of the Walpole
Town Library. My name is Susan Hubbard
Johnson. I was raised in Walpole and
have recently returned. I want to help our
newly renovated library provide services
to keep pace in the 21st century.
My professional library experience
includes corporate, association, and
school libraries, volunteer work in an
historic archive, and recently I was a
Trustee of the Goodnow Library in
Sudbury, Massachusetts. As trustee I
developed library policies, advised on
budget and personnel issues, and new
services. The board worked closely with
the Goodnow Library Foundation on
fundraising. I have experience with many
issues I might encounter as a library
trustee.
Additionally, I advise the charitable
donations of the Ira and Gertrude
Hubbard Memorial Fund and am an
incorporator at Kurn Hattin Homes and
a library volunteer. I have served as vicepresident of the Sounds of Stow Chorus
Board and chaired their annual silent
auction fundraiser.
My library background together with
my ability to work collaboratively on
boards makes me an excellent candidate
for Trustee of the Walpole Town Library.
Thank you for your vote on March 10th.
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Zoning Board
of Adjustment
Ernie Vose
Walpole Voters: I was invited to be on
the Zoning Board in 1978 by G. Allen
Holmes of Crescent Farm, who was the
chairman. Knowing that I moved here
from a farm in Peterborough (now it
is Conval), I would be aware of farms
and their challenges against housing
pressure and many other things.
I try to use my best judgment on
all cases that come before the Board.
Common sense is the best way to deal
with most things, but the law has to be
followed.
I have been on the Board most of the
time since 1987, so I have become the
“historian” for the Board. I would like to
stay on the Board as long as I feel that I
have knowledge to share.
Thank you for your vote

Selectboard
Steve Dalessio
My name is Steve Dalessio and I
am running for a third term as your
Selectman. There are very few words that
can express how much I appreciated your
support during my two terms. Being on
the same team as Peggy Pschirrer and
Cheryl Mayberry has given the town an
experienced and committed Select Board.
Citizens have asked why I am running
again. First, I enjoy serving the citizens
of our community. The few times that it
has been difficult is far outweighed by
the positive comments I have received.
Second, there is still worked to be
done. Since being elected to the Select
Board much has been accomplished.
Strengthening the financial management,
protecting Hooper, stabilizing water
and sewer, revising our building permit
fees, providing guidance to the police
and road departments as liaison and
serving 3 years as Chair are just to name
a few of the accomplishments. Up next
is to complete a review and update
of our town ordinances and building
permit process and if the warrant passes
evaluating if the town should build a
new police station along with overseeing
several infrastructure repairs. Third, it is
also important that major projects have
Selectboard continuity, Broadband and
cleanup of Central Plating site.
Thank You for your vote and continued
support!

Walpole Broadband
Warrant Article
Thanks to new legislation passed in
2018, Walpole has the opportunity to
enter into a public-private partnership
with Consolidated Communications to
build a high speed fiber-to-the-premises
broadband network with no associated
property tax increase.
The primary purpose of the network is
to serve the portions of Walpole that are
underserved, however the network will
also be available to all locations in town.
The town will arrange for a bond
to pay for a portion of the network,
Consolidated Communications will fund
a portion of the network and a subscriber
fee will be used to repay the bond.
The warrant article asks for your vote
to fund the town-owned portion of the
network for ($1,856,100) by issuing a
20 year bond. The vote requires a 2/3
ballot vote at Town Meeting on March
14, 2020.
The warrant article is written to satisfy
many different provisions of the law and
can be confusing.
The first amount in the warrant article
is for the total project cost ($3,218,562)
which includes $1,362,462 contributed
by Consolidated for their owned portion
of the network and the $1,856,100 from
the town bond.
The warrant article asks for your vote
to fund the town owned portion of the
network for ($1,856,100) by issuing a
bond and not for any other amounts.
Your property taxes will not be affected
as a result of this warrant article.
– Walpole Broadband Committee

Walpole Seniors

Don’t Forget!

Meet the Candidates Night

March 3, at 7:30 pm • Walpole Town Hall.

All candidates for town office in Walpole, as well as candidates
for office in the Fall Mountain Regional School District (SAU 60),
are invited to make a brief statement
and take questions from the audience.
There is no charge to attend this event.
Hosted by the Walpole Grange.
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The Walpole Seniors will hold their
regular monthly luncheon at 12:00
noon on March 16, 2020 at the First
Congregational Church. Bring a friend
and a dish to share. We are looking
forward to having a great luncheon
of delicious food and wonderful
fellowship.		
– Jan Martin

English Country Dance
The Monadnock Folklore Society will
host an English Country Dance on Sunday,
March 15, from 2:00 to 5:00 pm. at Hastings
House, 14 Union St., Walpole. Beginners
and singles are welcome, and all dances
are taught throughout the session
by Chris Levey. The music is by Karen
Axelrod on keyboard; and Kate Barnes,
on keyboard, guitar, flute. Admission is
$10. For more details, call 603-876-4211
or visit www.monadnockfolk.org.
		

– Samantha Skove

Continued from Page 1, Charlestown

that a loss of school accreditation would
have an impact on property values if our
schools were no longer held in high regard.
Following is a submission to help you in
your decision to follow the School Board’s
recommendation to vote NO on Article 11.)
The Educational Impact
of a Charlestown Withdrawal
As a citizen of Walpole, a teacher at Fall
Mountain Regional High School (FMRHS),
and most importantly the father of two
children in the Walpole Primary School, I
am deeply concerned about the impact
of a potential Charlestown withdrawal
from the Fall Mountain Regional
School District (FMRSD). If Charlestown
withdraws, there will be profound
changes, not only to FMRHS, but also to
the elementary and primary schools in
Walpole and the remaining towns.
A withdrawal in which Charlestown
does not tuition back into FMRHS,
which has a high probability, would
leave FMRHS with 40% less students,
and would require drastic cuts to
various programs and classes. Advanced
Placement classes, which give students
the opportunity to receive college credit,
may be dropped. Entire sports programs
and other extra-curriculars may be cut
or face reduced funding. The Career and
Technical Education Center (CTE), which
includes Junior ROTC, Animal Sciences,
Horticulture, and other programs,

could be eliminated. The CTE provides
invaluable real-world skills for FMRHS
students, and is a satellite program for
students from around the Monadnock
region. Also, FMRHS’s accreditation
under the New England Association of
Schools and Colleges would likely come
under review.
The most likely cost-cutting measure
would be to make FMRHS a middle-high
school, and close smaller schools in the
remaining towns, which would have a
major impact on the education of PreK8. Also, under the current Collective
Bargaining Agreement, teachers who
have lost jobs in Charlestown or FMRHS
due to withdrawal could potentially take
teaching positions in Walpole schools.
This would cause a major change in
the culture and continuity in the lower
grades. The Early Learning Center, which
provides early education for some of our
district’s most needy children, could face
major cuts or elimination. Educational
and extra-curricular programs shared
between the middle and elementary
schools could be reduced or eliminated.
It is also noteworthy that, when asked
by the Fall Mountain Withdrawal Study
Committee, not a single administrator
in the FMRSD endorsed or approved
of withdrawal. Please educate yourself
about the educational and tax impacts
of a potential withdrawal by visiting the
SAU website: www.sau60.org.
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– Joshua Beer

St.John’s
A successful fundraiser was held on
the snowy evenings of February 7 and 8
thanks to the Walpole Players. Over 100
folks dined in the Italian villa (St. John’s
Parish Hall) decorated by the young artists
of the Art After School Program. Guests
and cast enjoyed an Italian meal prepared
by St. John’s congregants, with the help
of very much appreciated donations
from Mr. G’s, Price Chopper, the Walpole
Creamery, and the Walpole Grocery.
Led by Jeanie Levesque, the cast and
sound effects crew entertained us with
their hilarious murder mystery. The wait
staff of high school students led by Jenny
Plante glided effortlessly through the
villa as they served the cast and guests
their meals. It was truly a community
event to help St.John’s fix our roof as we
“raised the roof” with laughter.
In other news, the church is blessed
by having the Rev. Bruce MacDuffie as
our supply priest leading the Sunday
10:00 am and Wednesday noon services,
in addition to our Sunday post service
book club. Bruce will be with us through
Easter as we engage with the NH diocese
to find a more permanent rector due
to the retirement of Susan Kershaw. St.
John’s seeks to be a warm and inviting
community to all folks in their faith
journeys. You are welcome to join in any
of our services or events.
– Marilyn Wilking

Walpole Unitarian
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Hooper Institute
Save the date for an amazing live
owl program on Saturday, April 11 with
Eyes On Owls, presented by the Hooper
Institute. This special program will be
at the Walpole Town Hall, 1:00 pm, $10
per person, general admission, kids
under 2 free! Marcia and Mark Wilson
are wonderful educators, experienced
interpreters, and they will have six owls!
We will open the doors and begin to
sell tickets at 12:30 pm. Tell your family
and friends, and thanks in advance for
supporting the Hooper Institute! Did I
mention there will be hooting lessons?
Any questions email Helen Dalbeck
hooperinstitute@myfairpoint.net
			

– Helen Dalbeck

March Discussion Series  
This spring, we continue with our On
Being conversations and camaraderie.
We’ll discuss the following interviews
between interviewer Krista Tippett
and her guests during her program
On Being, which airs weekly on public
radio. Following each discussion, all
who would like to, are welcome to bring
a bag lunch and join in with others for
lunch. Members of the wider community
are always welcome! Simply go to
the website and read or listen to the
interview ahead of each discussion. The
website for the print transcript or audio
version is listed under each title.

•

March 3 - The Dignity of Difference,
Jonathan Sacks: https://onbeing.org/
programs/jonathan-sacks-the-dignityof-difference/

• March 17 - Reimagining the Cosmos,

Brian Greene: https://onbeing.org/
programs/brian-greene-reimaginingthe-cosmos-jun2017/

•

March 31 - The Freedom of Real
Apologies, Layli Long Soldier: https://
onbeing.org/programs/layli-longsoldier-the-freedom-of-real-apologiesoct2018/
– Wendy Harty
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Gifts from the glacier are easy to find
in Walpole if one knows where and how
to look at the landscape. These features
were created when the last glacier
plowed through Walpole in its advance
and when it slowly melted away.
Commercial industries in the area have
long used the residues lain down by the
glacier.
The glacier advanced at well, a glacial
pace, slowly submerging the landscape
under a mile of ice over thousands of
years. Drumlins were created as the
glacier advanced. They formed in pockets
under the glacier. They are composed
of glacial till, a random assortment of
stones of all sizes compacted together
with sand, silt and especially clay. Glacial
till creates the kind of soil best left
for pastures or hayfields. When tilled
for crops, large rocks emerge as the
dominant crop, creating the materials
for our famous stonewalls.

Varves

Drumlin
Glacial Potholes

The Hooper Institute sits upon one
of these teaspoon shaped hills. There’s
a steep drop-off on all four sides of
the building site. Drumlins tend to
congregate in swarms. There are many
in this southwestern corner of the state
due to bedrock of “slaty schist” that
creates the clayey soil. One can find this
slaty schist crumbling from the sides of
the Academy Ravine. Dig down in the
soil at the Hooper Institute and one
finds a resistant layer of “hardpan” made
of clay. See if you can spot the drumlin
near Stuart and John’s Sugarhouse in
Westmoreland.
When the glacier finally stopped
its southward advance, the melting
ice turned into trickles, then torrents
of water. Acres and miles of sand and
cobbles were carried like a conveyor belt

from beneath the glacier. As these piled
up, terminal moraines were formed.
We now call these terminal moraines
Long Island, NY and Cape Cod and the
Islands. The sand and cobble conveyor
belt followed the face of the glacier as it
retreated. In the Cold River Valley, these
deposits have been exploited for years
by the sand and gravel industry.
Potholes are my favorite glacial feature
to be found in Walpole. They are best
seen from the Bellows Falls end of the
Vilas Bridge. Look down at the bedrock
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beside the river. Massive torrents of
water rotated stones beneath the glacier.
These drilled into the bedrock creating
holes of varying sizes and depths. In
Gilsum, Bears Den and Potholes State
Natural Area have potholes that are easy
to access.
Clay layers or varves are easy to find in
the ravine just south of the Elementary
School parking lot. These are evidence of
Lake Hitchcock, a long glacial lake that
occupied the CT Valley for about 4,000
years. How do we know? The varves are
akin to tree rings. Lighter bands mean
coarser grains were deposited during
the spring and summer when there was
more water movement. In winter, finer
clay particles settled to make darker
bands beneath the ice. Thus geologists
can count the strata and date the age
of the lake. The clay provided the raw
material for local brick industries.
Have you ever noticed the Walpole
Elementary School and the Primary
School sit on two different levels? A third
step down leads to the terrace where the
Town pool is now located. North Walpole
has several of these “steps” from the side
of Fall Mountain to the CT River. Perhaps
you live on one? These flat topped kame
deltas were created as streams deposited
sand and gravel with the draining of Lake
Hitchcock.
The bottom of Lake Hitchcock left
stone free soil when it drained about
12,000 years ago. Our rich Connecticut
Valley “bottomland” soil became the
“breadbasket” of New England. It is a fine
soil, not coarse like the glacial till found on
our uplands. Tom Beaudry once told me
the key to its success is its tilth. It is able
to both hold water during dry times yet
allow excess water to percolate through
during times of increased rainfall. This
allows for plant roots to be successfully
nourished, perfect for agriculture!
Now YOU can read the landscape as
you look for these features. Have fun
appreciating the many gifts from the
glacier right here in Walpole.

Dogs…
We buy them; we rescue them; we love
them, we let them sleep on our beds…
they are our companions, our security,
our family.
But we also forget sometimes to
license them, keep them on leashes, and
forget that not all our neighbors are dog
lovers.
Our Walpole Police Department
is handling increased numbers of
complaints about dogs running free,
biting runners, terrorizing cyclists, and
leaving reminders of their presence on
sidewalks and yards other than their
own or barking incessantly.
If all of this too subtle, then a not
too subtle reminder: Walpole has Dog
Ordinances which we are going to post
once again and begin to enforce by
issuing warnings and then fines.
All dogs must be kept on a leash
under its owner’s or handler’s direct and
immediate control at all times. There are
no exceptions. This includes runners or
cyclists who exercise with their dogs.
Dogs must be on a leash.
Any dog who is not in the control of its
owner or handler may be picked up and
impounded. Owners will liable for the
pickup fees as well as boarding fees which
must be paid before release of the dog.

Dog
If your dog bites someone, you will be
responsible for any medical expenses
and if the dog is not licensed with
appropriate rabies vaccinations the dog
will be quarantined.
Failure to register the dog with the
Town Clerk will also result in a fine.
The entire Ordinance, which is under
review to be sure it is clear, will be
published and posted next month. It will
be enforced.
Protect and love your dog by buying a
dog license, keeping your dog on a leash
and controlling incessant barking.
I am without a dog at the moment, but
my three adult children make up for it
with nine dogs among them, all licensed
and loved.
– Peggy Pschirrer
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Library Events
Check ‘em Out Book Club
Check ‘em Out, a Walpole Library
staff-led book discussion group, will
have its third meeting at the library on
Saturday March 28th at 9am. Each month
a staff member will choose three books
for the discussion and lead the relaxed
meeting. Choose one title to read or
read them all! The chosen titles for the
March discussion are: The Last Year of the
War by Susan Meissner, The Alice Network
by Kate Quinn, and The World We Knew
by Alice Hoffman. This event is free and
open to the public.

Learn to Crochet Dishcloths
Join Julie for this weekly Saturday
morning class in March to learn to crochet
dishcloths. We’ll be using patterns from
the book Easy Crochet Dishcloths: Learn
to Crochet Stitch by Stitch with Modern
Stashbuster Projects by Camilla Schmidt
Rasmussen. Copies of the book will be
available to check out. We’ll be working
on a different pattern each Saturday
in March. Please register for one or all
of the classes by calling the library at
603-756-9806 or email Julie at jrios@
walpoletownlibrary.org We have space
for 8 people each Saturday.
After School Movies
Join us Thursdays in March at 3:30 pm for
movies on the big screen! Bring a snack
or enjoy one that we provide. Check our
website or Facebook as we get closer to
see which movies we’ll be showing. All
of our movie showings are free and open
to the public.
Friends of the Library
On-Going Book Sale at the Library
In our new John & Carol Hubbard
Community Room we have shelves
dedicated to the Friends of the Library
Book Sale. All books, movies and audio
books are $2 each. The money helps
support programs and the book budget
at the Walpole Town Library through the
Friends of the Library group.
			

– Justine Fafara

North Walpole Library
Winter is the perfect time to come
in and get re- acquainted with your
North Walpole Library. We have a large
collection of fiction by well-known
authors as well as some not so well
known. Whatever your preference in
reading is, we most likely have a good
book for you. Let the snowflakes and
temperature fall. Come on in and find
adventure, romance, mystery or just a
heartwarming Amish book and settle
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into your favorite chair, wrap a warm
afghan around you and enjoy a few
hours of reading pleasure. We are warm
and friendly here and can steer you
to a book that will please you. North
Walpole Library is open every Tuesday
and Wednesday 2:00 pm – 4:00 pm and
Saturdays 1:00 pm- 4:00pm. We are located
at 70 Church Street in North Walpole.
There is extra parking space behind the
library, too. We can be reached at 603445-5153. Hope to see you soon.
		
– Sally McGaffigan

Historical Society
Project to Restore
Louisa May Alcott’s Pianoforte
for Walpole Performances
A pianoforte built in London in the
1790s will be the focus of a special
project of the Walpole Historical Society
in 2020. The board of the Walpole
Historical Society first plans to restore
the pianoforte, which has been in
its collection for decades, to playing
condition and then make the pianoforte
the centerpiece of a public musical
performance program in Walpole.
This musical instrument is a treasure
with unique significance to Walpole and
to American literature. The pianoforte
was first purchased by the Bellows,
Walpole’s founding family. Henry Bellows
loaned the pianoforte to Louisa May
Alcott’s family in 1855. Louisa wrote to a
cousin “... we have got a piano at last. Mr.
Bellows has left us his for the winter. Isn’t
that nice? I thought you’d like to know...
ever yours, Louisa.”
When Louisa wrote her famous 1868
novel, Little Women, a similar present of
a pianoforte is a crucial episode in the
story, one of many events from Louisa’s
life in Walpole echoed in Little Women.
Henry Bellows’ youngest child, Ellen
Bellows Endicott, who lived from 1880
until 1972, donated the pianoforte to the
Walpole Historical Society.
The pianoforte will be restored by
Timothy Hamilton, of Barton, Vermont,
who has worked with the Boston
Museum of Fine Arts and many other
institutions and has extensive experience
restoring historic keyboard instruments.
Hamilton reports that the Walpole
instrument is a fine example of the work
of Frederick Beck, a pianoforte maker
active in eighteenth-century London.
Hamilton estimates that no more than
twenty or thirty such instruments are still

Restorer Timothy Hamilton with the Alcott pianoforte

Photo: Lowell Bauer

in existence today. The pianoforte, which
is comprised of at least six or seven
different types of wood, has suffered no
damage other than that caused by the
passage of time and the fluctuations of
temperature and humidity. It is an ideal
candidate for restoration.
The Walpole Historical Society has
established a goal of raising $25,000
to restore the pianoforte and initiate
a musical performance program in
Walpole. The Society is asking the entire
Walpole community to support this goal
with financial contributions, as well as
with suggestions of music to be played
and performers to play it. The pianoforte
may be played alone or with voice or
instruments, in music ranging from the
time of its creation through the time of
the Alcotts’ use and up to the present
day. The goal of the Walpole Historical
Society’s Pianoforte Project is a restored
musical instrument and an ongoing
musical performance program.
– Christie Winmill
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Guest Speaker
The Grand Resort Hotels
On Friday, March 6, at 7:00 pm in the
Walpole Town Hall, architectural historian
Bryant Tolles will share the history and
architecture of the grand resorts of the
White Mountains from the pre-Civil War
era to the present.
The richly illustrated presentation,
sponsored by New Hampshire Humanities and the Walpole Historical Society,
will focus on the surviving grand resort
hotels: The Mount Washington Resort,
the Mountain View Grand, the Balsams,
the Eagle Mountain House, Wentworth
Hall and Cottages, and others no longer
in existence.
Dr. Tolles has been on the faculty of
the University of Delaware, Tufts, and
Harvard, teaching courses on the history
of tourism in America and New England
history. The event is free of charge and
open to all. Refreshments will be served.
– Bill Reed
			

12

13

Murder On The Vine

Chief Boyardee (John Luther), questions Sister Mary Francis, (Tom Durnford).

It was a dark and stormy night at Mount
Strega, Italy and Walpole, NH. The invited
guests, all of questionable character,
assembled for the retirement dinner of
Don Marcos, owner of the vineyard. His
cousin, Paolo, (neer-do-well vineyard
owner from Walpole) seeks to inherit Mt.
Strega vineyard, or maybe something a
little more? Brandy Alexander, the famous
Hollywood movie star, seeks to rekindle
an old romance with Don Marcos. Wine
expert Delphine seeks her own personal
revenge on Don Marcos, as does Dr.
Aflredo, accordion player Asti Spumanti
and various other guests with their own
reasons for revenge. It seems Don Marcos
has left a trail of broken hearts, broken
promises and broken deals. No wonder
everyone wants to see him dead!
Now wait, it’s only a mystery dinner
theater put on by St. John’s Church as
a fund raiser. Attendees mingled with
characters and tried to determine who
had motive, means and opportunity to
commit the foul deed.
Between dinner courses, the plot
unfolded under the direction of
policeman Chief Boyardee, who bore
an uncanny resemblance to Detective
Columbo. He investigated, interrogated
and eventually solved the crime.
The show played to two sold out
houses of February 7th and 8th. Who
dunnit? I’ll never tell!
– Meg Kupiec

Doctor Alfredo (Mike Cirre)
Charmerlota
(Carolyn Norback)

Stella Doro
(Barbara
Greenough)

Miss Brandy Alexander (Gina Richardson)

Dolores Dunnit
(Meg Kupiec)
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Sommeliere Delphine Duvin
(Becky Pearson)

Trees Taking Root
In many ways, Wallace Nutting (18611941) created a Colonial revival with his
photography and collection of furniture.
As an author, he published ten books
in his “beautiful series”, including New
Hampshire Beautiful in 1923. On page
218 he proclaimed, “The finest village
street in New Hampshire may be Canaan
Street. Exeter has good but short streets.
Chester may put in its claim, and also
Haverhill and Walpole.” He attended
Phillips Exeter Academy, so that makes
sense, and Chester is near there, but of the
234 towns and cities in New Hampshire,
Walpole and its tree-lined streets made
its impression on Nutting.
Since publishing Trees - Planting Ahead
in last month’s Clarion, I met with both
the Walpole Conservation Commission
and Planet A, both of whom I learned
had tree related projects in mind. Both
groups are developing many good ideas
for the future. But for decades I have had
on my desk a plaque that says, The Best
Way to Get Something Done is to Begin.
Old Home Days 2020 is the perfect time
to begin Planting Ahead.
I met with the Old Home Day
committee, and they enthusiastically

embraced my idea. The perfect
beginning - dedicate a new mature tree
in the space at the library where trees
were recently removed. Tying in with
this year’s Old Home Days’ theme - Main
Street Memories - that dedication is now
scheduled at 10:00 am Saturday, June
27, before the Old Home Days parade
reaches the reviewing stand. A perfect
start, a tradition to continue, and with
many interim steps to Plant Ahead as
spots and donations permit.

funds may be earmarked for Old Home
Day plantings, or tree projects developed
by the WCC or Planet A.
Providing the initial coordination, any
questions, thoughts and ideas may be
directed to me by emailing rayboas@
comcast.net. Together, as a community,
we can continue, as Wallace Nutting
observed, to have some of the finest
village streets in New Hampshire.
			
– Ray Boas

Walpole Business Notes

The Walpole Select Board has
endorsed this as a community project,
thus your tax deductible donations,
payable to the Town of Walpole, Planting
Ahead Fund, are welcomed. If a group or
individual wishes to sponsor a particular
tree or project in someone’s memory, an
appropriate marker can be developed.The
tree account will be under the auspices
of the Conservation Commission, but
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Thinking of Selling Your Home
Workshop
Selling your home is a huge decision.
The Thinking of Selling Your Home
Workshop, to be held March 13 at 6:30 pm
at 73 Main Street, Walpole, is designed
to help you understand the process, and
to give you tips on how to get both you
and your home ready. We will be happy
to answer any questions you might have.
The workshop is offered free of charge.
Sign up by calling Robin Sanctuary 603756-3973, or texting 603-313-9165.
– Robin Sanctuary
		
Your 100 word submission of “business notes”
is welcome for possible insertion.

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...the church in Walpole was

organized in 1757, and early meetings for
Town business and worship were first held
at Benjamin Bellows’ fort? On November
7, 1760, it was voted “…Benjamin Bellows,
Esq., Mr. Nathaniel Hovey and Mr. Israel
Calkins be a committee to agree with
the minister.” They met December 22,
1760, to call Jonathan Leavitt to settle as
minister. Leavitt accepted the position
Recently discovered view down Cemetery Road, circa 1870,
February 10, 1761, and was ordained and
looking to Fall Mountain with Rev. Fessenden home on the left.
installed June 10, 1761.
The Town’s first Meeting
House was “raised” in
1761. Although remaining
Looking across the cemetery to Fall Mountain. Fessenden’s home on the right.
unfinished for another
twenty years, it was used
beginning in 1764.
There is no documentation about Mr.
Leavitt until April 30,
1764, when at one
o’clock in the afternoon
a number of settlers met
“To here (sic) the mind of
the people concerning
the Differences that has
(sic) arisen between the
Rev. Mr. Jonathan Leavitt
and the people of said
Town…” It was then “Voted that they
Town’s church when it moved to Prospect
Street. Fessenden built his family home
think it best that the Rev. Mr. Jonathan
Hill in 1792. When the Meeting House
here, midpoint between Bellows’ home
Leavitt no longer Minister in this Town.”
was moved to the Village, and the new
and the Meeting House, and across from
Meeting House built on the hill, he was
In his 1880 History of Walpole, George
the cemetery where burials began in
shared between the congregations from
Aldrich says, “Ministers were not so easily
1757.
1825 to 1831.
dismissed in those days and there had
Fessenden was considered to be a
to be something more than common
Following
his
death,
Thomas
man “liberal in his views and popular
to agitate and arouse the feelings of his
Fessenden’s farm was sold to his sonas a preacher.” During his active
charge…” Aldrich goes on to say, “One of
in-law, Royal Crafts. But with financial
tenure, he solemnized 299 marriages.
the reasons for his summary dismissal, it
difficulties, he lost the farm. From 1817,
With Fessenden’s advancing age and
is said, was the parson was detected in
it passed through a number of hands,
infirmities, on May 6, 1805, the Town
leading home a runaway slave of his, a
including Everett L. Houghton from 1908
settled Pliny Dickinson as a colleague
woman, by a rope around her neck and
to 1924. Hubbard Farms, Inc. purchased
to assist Fessenden. At the age of 75,
attached to the pommel of his saddle.
the farm in 1935, and still retains
in 1813, Rev. Thomas Fessenden died.
Col. Bellows, hearing of the outrage,
ownership.
Dickinson continued preaching at the
declared ‘That such cruelty should not be
tolerated,’ that he ‘settled parson Leavitt
and he would unsettle him.’” What then
became of Mr. Leavitt after his dismissal
is unknown.
Following Leavitt’s dismissal, Mr.
Jonathan Moore served the Walpole
flock. On September 26, 1766, it was
voted to extend a call to Thomas
Fessenden to settle in the ministry in
Walpole. A graduate of Harvard in 1758,
Fessenden was ordained January 7,
1767. Shortly before, in 1766, Benjamin
Bellows sold Fessenden about 41 acres
of land on the bend of Cemetery Road,
and located north of the Meeting House
which was at the north end of Main
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Radio Follies
Fighting Cabin Fever Again in 2020
It’s that time of year again, not quite
spring, not quite winter; the time when
cabin fever strikes. The Walpole Players
have the perfect cure, The Radio Follies!
Get out of the house and join the fun on
Saturday, March 14, 2020, in the Helen
Miller Theatre in Town Hall.
You are sure to see old friends,
make new ones and catch up on the
adventures of Fibber Magee and Molly;
see what is going on at Garish Summit
and hear plenty of new skits and songs.
With so many old radio shows, it is often
hard to narrow down the choices to just
a few, but the cast has done a great job
of finding new programs. Adding to the
fun, the cast will be doing many of their
own sound effects.
The show is presented cabaret style;
you are welcome to bring an indoor
picnic with refreshments of your choice.
Tables are set with tablecloths, and the
doors open at 6:30 pm, with the show
starting at 7:00 pm.
This show is always a sell out, so get
your tickets right away. Tickets are $10,
and are available at Joanie Joan’s Bakery.
For more information call 903-9061 or
345-0230 or email walpoleplayers@
gmail.com.
– Meg Kupiec

Gleanings

from the Town Minutes

Select Board January 16 - Mrs.
Galloway-LeClerc reported there are
several properties in Town being used
as Airbnb businesses. The ZBA Site Plan
Review requires that properties being
used as “B&B or Bed and Breakfast”
businesses are required to appear before
the ZBA for approval. Mrs. GallowayLeClerc said if a B&B business was going
in next door to her, she would be notified
as an abutter but, at this time, she would
not be notified of an Airbnb going in. If
a property is being rented that is one
thing but an Airbnb could just be a one
weekend big party. Ms. Mayberry said it
is a commercial business in a residential
area. Mrs. Galloway-LeClerc feels the
Airbnb could affect an area as much
or more than a B&B. The Select Board
suggested having Mrs. Galloway-LeClerc
look at the RSAs, check on how other
towns are handling this and send an
email to the NH Municipal Association.
Ms. Mayberry mentioned without some
control the Airbnbs can spiral out of
control.
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You Need
to Know That…

Glad Trash Bags
Invented early 1960s, the name
signifying the pleasure and joy
consumers experience when their
trash is clad in these pleasingly
convenient garbage bags.
Can be used to:
Sled down a snow-covered hill. Tie
a GLAD Trash Bag around
your bottom like a diaper,
and slide down the hill.
Prevent ice from accumulating
on a car windshield.
Cut open a GLAD Trash Bag,
place it over the entire windshield,
and close the car doors over
the edges to hold it in place.
When ready to go, brush off
the snow and peel off the bag.
Make a solar-powered
camping shower.
Fill a GLAD Trash Bag with water,
tie it to a solid tree branch,
and let the sun heat the water.
After you lather up, poke a small
hole in the bag and rinse off.

•

•

•

Adapted from: Magic Brands - 1,185
Brand-New Uses for Brand-Name Products
by Joey Green.

To Washington…
Walpole 8th Grade Student Travels
to Washington, D.C. to Speak on
Special Diabetes Program
This past February, I traveled to
Washington D.C. to thank our New
Hampshire Senators and Representatives
for supporting the Special Diabetes
Program. The Special Diabetes Program
funds critical type one diabetes research
at the Institution of Health. Without
funding from the Government, the
Special Diabetes Program wouldn’t be
functioning. Unfortunately, the program’s
funding will end on May 22nd, 2020.
Congress and the Senate have been
adding extensions to the Program, but
are unsure if they will continue funding.
If funding stops, the diabetic research

system will collapse. The extensions
of the program are good, however
researchers are prevented from taking
any long-term projects, like the artificial
pancreas, in fear of insufficient funding.
I went to Washington D.C. during what
you would think would be the busiest
time of year considering the State of the
Union and other events. But luckily it
wasn’t busy. I travelled to the Hart Senate
building to meet with Senator Maggie
Hassan and Senator Jeanne Shaheen.
My conversations with Senator
Shaheen’s staff regarding health issues
went well. Peter Fise discussed how
involved they are, and what they are
doing to continue funding for the Special
Diabetes Program. He also mentioned
the rise in insulin costs and spoke on
how they were going to address them.

Bill S.2199 addresses overpriced insulin
and ways to reduce the costs.
I then talked with Mckenzie Marshall
who is Senator Maggie Hassan’s health
official. I also talked with her about the
Special Diabetes Program and the rise in
insulin costs. She was super supportive
and told me what they were proactively
doing to lower insulin costs and keep the
Special Diabetes Program funded.
The last person I talked with was
Marisa Salemme, who is the head of
Health Issues for Congresswoman Ann
McLane Kuster on Kuster’s staff. I asked
similar questions regarding the Special
Diabetes Program. Marisa Salemme
said that Congresswoman Ann McLane
Kuster completely supports the Special
Diabetes Program funding. She also
supports lowering costs regarding

insulin and other life-saving drugs.
I had the chance to meet Senator
Maggie Hassan and Senator Jeanne
Shaheen. Both of them were very
supportive and kind. Senator Shaheen
took time out of her hectic day to also
speak with my mom, associates, and
me. I also had a wonderful meeting with
Senator Maggie Hassan. She was also so
supportive and listened to our concerns.
I would like to thank Senator Maggie
Hassan, Senator Jeanne Shaheen and
Congresswoman Ann McLane Kuster
for the opportunity to speak with them
and their staff. Everyone was so kind and
supportive. Thank you for supporting
the Special Diabetes Program funding. It
truly makes a difference!
– Sydney Palmiotto (Grade 8)
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Science Olympiad
WES Team
Goes to Harvard for Competition
On February 2, the entire Science
Olympiad team, consisting of Fall
Mountain freshmen that have been a
part of the team in the past and current
Walpole middle schoolers, got on a bus
to go to Harvard for a competition.

Science Olympiad got a tour of
the beautiful Harvard campus, which
consisted of them looking at all the
buildings and listening to our tour guide
tell stories and many myths of each place
they stopped. One of these places was
the John Harvard statue. Our tour guide
told us about the three lies about the
statue. One of them being that it was
John Harvard, since one of the buildings
burnt down that had pictures of him in
it there was no trace of any left. There
are some theories that it was a blood
relative, although he had no children.
Another theory suggests that the statue
is of one of the principals that used to
run the school as tribute to him.
The squad also went to Quincy Market
to get dinner, then went to the hotel
and slept. They went back to Harvard
at 6:30 am, and for the rest of the day
the students all ran around to get to
their specific events. These events
included various tests and challenges,
from building structures and cars, to
answering questions, to problem solving.
The Science Olympiad team all did well in
the competition and were proud of what
they accomplished. The highest scoring
group was in Crime Busters which scored,
amazingly, 6th place!
– Jade Nadeau (Grade 8)

For
an’s
Senator Hasvse,
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see page 3

School Spelling Bee

Students representing their grade levels all competed
in the Walpole School Spelling Bee.

Photo Provided

Boys Basketball
Team Concludes Strong Season
The Walpole Elementary School boys’
basketball team finished the regular
season strong and was the second
seed in the league for the postseason
championship tournament.
On Friday, February 7th, Walpole
played Marlborough but narrowly lost.
The team worked well together, but
the shots just weren’t hitting. The other
teams that played were Westmoreland
and Chesterfield. Chesterfield came
out with the win, and went on to the
championship against Marlborough.
On Wednesday, February 12th, Walpole
played Westmoreland for the consolation
game. Walpole won by three and placed
third in the tournament. Chesterfield
won in the championship game. The
Walpole boys should be proud of their
accomplishments and a strong season.
– Evan Parker & Owen Tatu (Grade 6)

Geography Bee
On Thursday, January 23rd, the
students of Walpole Elementary School
competed in the Geography Bee.
The week prior , each class participated
in a class bee, and the top two competitors
went on to the school bee. The class bee
consisted of Mr. LeBail, the social studies
teacher, reading questions aloud. The
two students in each class who answered
the most questions correct went on to
the school bee.
The competition was serious, and all of
the students did really well in the “State
Savy” round. It reminded me of when I
was in the geography bee in fifth grade,
and I said that Lake Michigan was in New
York. Thankfully, everyone did better
than that, and had a fun time while
doing so.
The competition thinned to just two
students and several rounds later, a
winner was declared. Both students
showed their tenacity and perseverance
by continuing to compete to the end. The
winner was James Paulette, a seventh
grader at WES, and the runner up was
Luca Leone, an eighth grader at WES.
James will now be going on to compete
in the State Geography Bee. Good luck
James!
– Etta Bea Harrison (Grade 8)
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On Thursday, January 30, Walpole
Elementary School held their annual
school Spelling Bee which consisted of
four students per grade level competing
in the spelling competition for the
opportunity to compete in the state
Spelling Bee representing Walpole.
There were sixteen kids in the Spelling
Bee. Mrs. McGuirk, the reading teacher,
was the moderator and the reader of
the words, while the judges included Mr.
Jacobs, Mr. Gagnon, and Mrs. Ronning.
At the conclusion of each round, the
students who had misspelled a word
were applauded for their efforts.
Students did a great job with trying to
spell the words as they got harder and
harder with each round. After several
rounds, there were just two. These two
students were me, Ben, and seventh
grader Makayla Forcier. We were now
getting harder words. I got the word
“Parcel.” I spelled it wrong. Makayla
then got the words “sheetrock” and, for
her Championship Word, “equator.” For
the second straight year, Makayla will
be representing Walpole in the state
Spelling Bee.
– Ben Frithsen (Grade 8)

Cross Country Skiing
Fall Mountain Ski Team
Competes in Ski Biathlon
On Wednesday, January 22, the Fall
Mountain Cross Country Ski team
left school early to head to Gunstock
Mountain Resort in Gilford for a classic
paintball biathlon.
A paintball biathlon is when you ski
one lap around the course and then
shoot your paintball gun ten times. The
accuracy of the shots is combined with
the speed of your lap which results in
your score. The students skied on classic
skis waxed with kick wax. Some people
thought the conditions were great while
others thought they were impossible to
work with. Walpole sixth grade student
Owen Tetu said: “I thought it was fun!”
Owen Tetu thought the conditions were
really great and he placed very well.
Walpole eighth grade student and
teammate Etta Bea Harrison agreed with
Tetu. “I thought it was really fun and a
great twist on classic skiing!”
Etta scored five paintballs which
knocked a few minutes off her time
which helped her place very well.
The cross country ski team has only a
few meets left before wrapping up the
season at the end of February.
– Emmaline Cook (Grade 7)

Planet A in Walpole
Planet A? We’re Planet A because
there is no Planet B for all of us in
Walpole and beyond. We are a group of
local individuals who in the past have
hosted events focusing on increasing
environmental awareness and offering
ideas to protect our natural resources.
Toward that goal, Planet A sponsored the
film “Hurricane to Climate Change”, which
was shot in the Monadnock Region;
and, collaborated on the event “Truth in
Journalism”, a panel of journalists who
discussed today’s news media.
In April 2019,
the film Beyond
Plastics depicted
how plastics are
impacting our
lives. After the
film, a panel
discussed local
recycling,
reducing plastic waste, and
alternatives
to plastic. In
this, and other
endeavors,
Planet A is
pleased
to
coordinate
and work with the Green Team, Fall
Mountain Regional High School’s
environmental group.
Planet A is also considering a plan to
plant trees in Walpole. Many locations in
Drewsville, North Walpole, and Walpole
would benefit from the addition of trees.
In addition to capturing carbon dioxide
and reducing carbon emissions, trees also
beautify and enhance our environment,
and provide homes to birds and other
wildlife.Planting trees is also an excellent
way to honor a loved one or mark an
important event.
For more information, or to volunteer
to join us in our efforts, please contact
Diane.nichols53@gmail.com or fritzetill@
gmail.com		
– Diane Nichols

An idea was presented to me by a
Walpole resident to increase conservation
awareness that I would like to begin
circulating. Fritze Till has come up with
the Waste Not Challenge, to decrease
the number of Walpole trash bags and
plastic water bottles that are being used
during a prescribed amount of time.
The contest requires participants
to keep track of the number of
Walpole trash bags thrown in the
compactor and plastic water bottles
recycled. The 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place
winners will have disposed of the
least amount of waste/ plastic water
bottles during the contest. The idea
is to become aware of what you
are throwing away and focus on
reduction of waste going forward.
Plastic bottles are being recycled, but a
more environmentally friendly choice
is the reusable container. I would
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like to begin the contest on April 22nd
(Earth Day), and award prizes to the most
efficient recyclers in Walpole at the end of
the contest (to be determined). It will be
an honor system event that encourages
residents to question packaging when
shopping, compost when possible, and
look closely at what is being thrown
away.
The concept is new, and I would love to
have some public feedback/ suggestions
to promote a successful conservation
contest. My email is bhoy@walpolenh.
us, call me at 445-5197, or drop by and
lend me an idea or two. I will accept
registration for the event from attendees
of the recycling center at any time, so
please reach out and let me know if
this is something that interests you
and your family. The town of Walpole is
charged by the ton for refuse taken from
our facility each Friday by Naughton
and Sons Trucking. Conservation/
proper recycling=reduction in cost for
our Walpole recycling center and our
community. The full contest rules/prizes
will be updated in the coming months
leading up to the Earth Day contest. Keep
recycling Walpole! Ben Hoy/Walpole
recycling		
– Ben Hoy

Reader Commentary
Dear Walpole Clarion,
I am writing to say a huge thank you
to Eloise Clark for her beautiful and
fascinating articles on the natural life
around us here in southwestern NH.
These seemingly simple essays are jampacked with knowledge, experience, and
observation about the beauty, wonder,
lessons, and usefulness to be found in
the plants, creatures, and geology all
around us. They wake us up to a world
we live in every day and may fail to even
notice. I am grateful to be able to read
these pieces every month and would
love to see a book collecting them, to
be used by hikers, students, visitors, and
everyone else who could be moved by
or benefit from seeing through Eloise
Clark’s open eyes. Thank you!

No Kid Hungry
FMRHS Wins Grant
to Enhance School Meal Program
Kellogg Company and No Kid Hungry
have awarded Fall Mountain High
School with a $5,000 grant as part of the
recent Elevate the Plate Challenge – an
initiative designed to reward schools
that are utilizing creative and innovative
strategies to enhance their school
meal program and increase student
participation.

– Alice B. Fogel
New Hampshire Poet Laureate 2014-19

Angels and Archangels
Up until last month, I did not realize
walking around Walpole that we are
living in a community of angels. I should
have, but not until I reached out to ask
for desperately needed help that they
are ready - at a moment’s notice - to
spring into action. You see, I am a fiercely
independent senior citizen and have a lot
of trouble asking for help. In fact, I have
never done so. A couple of months ago,
I received a stage 2 cancer diagnosis. No
way! After a month into radiation/chemo
treatments, we hit the wall and needed
short term help with meals and rides.
A year ago my husband and I joined a
new group in Walpole called RVSAH.
A dedicated and very hard working
small number of people have put
together an organization here in Walpole
to provide short term care. An “insurance
policy” one hopes never to have to use
but is there just in case. I have joined
their group of volunteers, never thinking
I would need them myself so soon.
The meals are delicious, very gourmet.
Everyone is so helpful and understanding.
The Archangel’s name is Tara Sad. Many
of you know her and already love her.
If you have any interest in finding out
more information, call or email: 7564861, or rivervalleyseniorsathome@
gmail.com
I can’t tell you or recommend this
group highly enough, as the one,
affordable insurance policy you should
have as a senior citizen.
We are a special community.
Gratefully,
			

– Anonymous
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One of the biggest challenges at
FMRHS is getting students to participate
in their morning meal program. The team
will use the grant to purchase a mobile
breakfast cart for service throughout the
building, helping to drive awareness of
their offerings while providing a more
convenient location to order a meal
before the bell.
“We are grateful and honored to be a
part of this opportunity with Kellogg and
No Kid Hungry,” said Jaca Hughes, Food
Service Director for The Abbey Group at
Fall Mountain High School.

Born

Kayden Apollo Chamberlin

March
Why that title? Because I couldn’t think
of anything else!
So hope you are ready for March and
you have the first big gathering/party
all planned. What? Did you not know
that March 1st is National Peanut Butter
Lover’s Day? Of course, if you have a
peanut allergy, it is a day you probably
should ignore!
However, it is a day that Peanut Butter
Lovers look forward to and have a potluck party for family and friends. Everyone
is encouraged to bring one or more of
the following dishes to the party:
African Peanut Soup
Udon noodles with a peanut butter
sauce.
Chicken Safay with a peanut sauce
Homemade Peanut Butter cups.
Homemade Peanut Butter Ice Cream.
And, the ultimate, homemade Peanut
Butter.
I called my friend Elwud and invited
him to the feast. After ten seconds of
thought, he said, “I would rather jump
into the Connecticut River and wait for
the Ice Rescue Crew to come and pull
me out!”
With that attitude, it is doubtful that
I will invite him to the ‘possum and
raccoon skinnin’ party I have planned for
April.
Well, not much going on, and I have to
run back to the store. I went earlier and
bought some batteries, but they weren’t
included, so I have to buy them again.
Enjoy this Spring and remember...
I forget what I was going to tell you to
remember.

6:44pm, November 12, 2019
7lb, 12 oz, 20”
To Jay & Emily Chamberlin
Grandparents:
Bruce & Janet Chamberlin
of Walpole
Linda Homeland
of Columbia, Maryland
Richard Bass
of Mount Savage, Maryland

Born

Darcy Georgina Fae Craig

12:33am, January 24, 2020
4lb, 15 oz, 18”
To Benjamin & Brianna Craig
of Puyallup, Washington
Grandparents:
T. Douglas Craig & Terra
Descoteaux of N.Walpole
Gary & Dianna Hibinger
of Delaware, Ohio
Shanetta & Tabitha Lavette
of Canal Winchester, Ohio

Passed

Shirley Swain

April 7, 1930 - January 27, 2020

Benjamin P. Charbonneau

October 10, 1993 - February 3, 2020
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FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 8 years of publication:
One Year Ago (March, 2019) - The Selectboard unanimously supported Fall
Mountain Regional School District Article 8 as amended at the SB2 Meeting held
on February 6, urging voters to vote “yes” on the article to appoint a neutral
consultant to lead a study of how any town can withdraw from the Fall Mountain
Regional School District.
Three Years Ago (March, 2017) - The Town will potentially be receiving
property in the Village, known as the Westberg Property. Formerly the site of
the plating plant, this land, once cleaned up (with grant monies), will serve as
needed “downtown” parking for employees and shoppers.
Five Years Ago (March, 2015) - The Walpole Drinking Water Committee
worked with Granite State Rural Water Association to update the Source Water
Protection Plan for the Town of Walpole. The Wellhead Protection Overlay
District Ordinance is now listed as Warrant Article 2 for the 2015 Walpole Town
Meeting.
Seven Years Ago (March, 2013) - One of the most exciting items in this year’s
budget to be presented and voted upon at Walpole’s Town Meeting on Saturday,
March 16, is new chairs for the Town Hall.
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Publisher’s Corner
As I am writing this, deadline
for this issue is six hours away,
and already we have twenty-four
pages packed and nicely laid out
for your reading pleasure. It is
March - Town Meeting time. Please
read the Warrant Article Primer,
and the Proposed Charlestown
Withdrawal article. I believe these
articles provide the information
to help you cast educated votes.
In the past month there has been
one television advertisement with
people telling how just one vote can
make a difference in an election. The
message is clear, every vote counts,
so take the time, mark your ballots on
the tenth, and attend Town Meeting
on the fourteenth.
I am also happy to share that
Planting Ahead is “taking roots.” As
we enter Old Home Days with its
theme, Main Street Memories, the
planting of the first tree is scheduled
on Parade Day. It will be just the start
for an ongoing community project
for everyone and all organizations
to donate ideas and money to keep
Walpole as one of the most beautiful
villages in New England. Something
we all may enjoy, and pass on for the
next generations.
See you at the polls, and Town
Meeting
– Ray Boas, Publisher
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Besides the usual town business, the question of
Charlestown withdrawing from the Regional School District
will be decided at the ballot box on March 10.
If Article 11 of the FMRSD ballot is approved, there
are serious ramifications to the quality of education and
services provided to all the students of the district, as well
as Walpole taxes.
The Clarion urges our readers to take this vote seriously,
and by all means, vote
For more information on Town Meeting,
see pages 1, 2, 4, 5,& 6.

