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“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere”
										
- Martin Luther King Jr.
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The Torch Has Passed

Continuing Forward

A Gen Z Perspective

Remarks at the Floyd Kneel-In
by Jack Pratt
Jack Pratt worked with Martin Luther
King Jr. in the 1960’s as Legal Counsel to
the Commission on Religion and Race
of the National Council of Churches. The
following is his expanded version of his
remarks made at the George Floyd Knee-In
held on the Common on June 5th.
I want to speak to the young people
who are here tonight. First and foremost,
thank you for coming. Your presence,
and those of your sisters and brothers
who have been marching across America
this past week, mean more to me than
you can possibly imagine.

Protect The Environment
Care For The Poor
Forgive Often
Reject Racism
Fight For The Powerless
Embrace Diversity
Enjoy This Life

America doesn’t only suffer from
the COVID pandemic but also from an
epidemic of hate.
People often wonder what the younger
generations of America think...and this
is it. Politics is no longer a difference of
opinion, it is a difference of morals. We
are constantly having to debate whether
or not minorities should have rights, and
that is shameful. This isn’t a debate of
opinion, it’s a debate of goodness.
Do you believe in human rights or are
you an oppressor? If someone says black
lives matter, it is not to dismiss the lives
of others but to instead bring awareness
to the oppression that people of color

Continued on Page 4

These are seven secular statements
that are on the banner hanging on the
west side of the First Congregational
Church. They are for everyone who walks
into the church as well as those that walk
by it on their COVID-19 walk.
Continued on Page 5

Continued on Page 5

From the Selectboard
Here I am again. Another month has
flown by and we have moved from Stay
At Home to Safe At Home. Covid -19 is still
with us, but has been overshadowed by
the unnecessary death of George Floyd
at the hands of a rogue police officer.
First, let me bring you up to date on
what’s happening in Town from a Select
Board view. The big news is that we have
hired a new Recreation Director, Kraig
Harlow, who lives in Claremont, and
works in Unity as sports coach. Kraig
has already begun to transition into the
job by meeting with Justin Cassarino,
outgoing Recreation Director, and Cheryl
Mayberry, Select Board liaison to the
Recreation Department. Please welcome
Kraig if you see him around the pool or
the tennis courts.
If you have followed our minutes
over the last few years you know that
we have had an ongoing dialogue with
the Department of Transportation about
lights for the Arch Bridge. At last we are
making progress: The DOT has agreed to
pay for and install three new light poles
which will have LED lights. Walpole has
agreed to pay the monthly electricity bill
since the lights will be LED bulbs. We are
waiting for the written agreement from
the DOT which will verify that we own
the lights and will pay the electrical bill.
We have long thought the Arch Bridge
was not safe without lights for cars or
pedestrians. DOT has notified us that
they have also painted the crosswalks,
which has also been part of our request
for additional safety measures. A recent
email from DOT tells us the painting has
been done, but we need to verify that.
Recently Jodi Daigle FEDEXed our
signed agreement to the NH Bond Bank.
The Broadband Bond sale is scheduled for
July 14. In the meantime, Dennis Marcom,
Town of Walpole Project Manager, is
working with Jeff McIvie, Project Manager
for Consolidated Communications, on
an aggressive timeline for delivering
fiber optics. Assuming the Town receives
the bond money in August, work will
begin immediately, and within 38 weeks
pre-registered subscribers will have
fiber optics installed into their houses.
Check out the Walpole Website for more
information.
If you have been in the Center of Town,
you may have noticed the brownfield

Don’t Forget!

Wash Your Hands Frequently
For 20 Seconds With Soap
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lots are now surrounded by fence. June
24 Ransom Consulting was in Town,
sampling by hand for testing. It will be
next spring before we are removing all
the contamination because we must hire
certified contractors first.
Walpole along with Ransom Consulting
and Southwest Regional Planning
Commission submitted a workshop
proposal to Revitalizing New England:
Brownfields Summit 2020 conference
to be held in October in Massachusetts.
We have been selected to present that
workshop in the first session on October
7. Covid-19 may scuttle those plans, but
we are excited to have been selected to
represent New Hampshire.
The Hooper Golf Course has been
granted a Discretionary Easement which
will lower their property taxes. It does
not replace the Conservation Easement
but is in addition to.
Walpole held a silent vigil on the
Common to remember George Floyd.
That event and all the peaceful marches
are profoundly affecting our country.
In the stay at home mode, I have not
had many discussions about these
happenings, but I have thought back
over my lifetime of places I have lived,
jobs I have had – paid or volunteer – and
I ask myself – have I done anything in
my lifetime to promote justice, reduce
racism, promote diversity?
In quiet times, I have been writing
about my experiences growing up in
a small midwestern town and moving
forward through college, marriage and
the numerous volunteer jobs I have had,
the employment I have had and then law
school at an older age and my work as an
Administrative Impartial Hearing Officer
for public schools. That work was always
challenging, in part because 80% of
the students I saw were unrepresented,
while the school always had Counsel. In
the eighties, I worked for an International
Women’s Organization which was an
association of about 200 groups in four
countries. I was staff to the Diversity
project for about five years. Some of those
days were raw, stressful, demanding,
but ultimately satisfying and joyful. The
organization continues its work today
to be diversified by eliminating racism.
Have I ever made a difference? – some
memories say ‘yes’, some say you should
have worked harder’, some say ‘you
probably failed’. But all along the way I
was learning and changing myself and
the groups I worked with.
Stay safe.
Stay well.
Wear your mask.
Keep your distance.º
– Peggy Pschirrer, Selectboard Chair

Meet Kraig Harlow
Kraig Harlow is taking over as the new
Walpole Recreation Director. He comes
to us from Claremont, NH, where he
graduated from Stevens High School in
2008. He went on to attend Plymouth
State
University
and
graduated
with a Bachelor of Science in Sports
Management in 2015.
Kraig is very involved and dedicated to
the youth programs all around him. He is
an energetic and passionate person who
wants to manage and develop the current
Walpole programs. “I want to build upon
the recent success and cultivate an even
stronger community presence. I enjoy
being involved in helping the youth to
reach their full potential. I also believe
that sports and outdoor activities help
teach kids life lessons. Working with
the community and bringing everyone
together is very important to me, and I
look forward to this great opportunity.”
If you are interested in becoming a part
of the Walpole Recreation Committee,
please contact the Town Hall Office for
more information.
– Justin Cassarino

Kraig Harlow
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On Saturday, July 4th at 9:00 am, there will be a brief flag
raising ceremony at the North Walpole Village Park. Social
distancing will be practiced, and masks are recommended.
We would like to thank Robin Sanctuary of Traditions Real
Estate for donating the flag pole and Ed and Lenora Harty
for donating the flag. The final two benches have been
installed, thanks to the Howson and Jurkoic families. We now
have a total of sixteen beautiful granite benches. The volleyball
net will be going up shortly and the flowers are blooming.
Stop by for a visit
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The Seeds of the Vigil
Earlier this month, in response to the
murder of George Floyd, protests and
vigils were being held across the country,
and, in fact, around the world, calling for
social justice.
Reflecting on the safety and comfort
of living in Walpole, resident Jon
MacClaren acknowledged the sense of
safety and agreeable community that we
enjoy in Walpole, is not the experience
of many people of color in the US and
abroad. Thinking that we needed to
acknowledge the pain many of us were

feeling in light of George Floyd’s
death, Jon contacted a group of
neighbors and friends to see what
we could do here in Walpole.
The idea of a silent vigil quickly
arose, and, with the help of
residents Judy Epstein and Pam
Baucom, the event was organized
and publicized.
We were gratified by the turnout
on Friday, June 5th and we are
discussing how to encourage
fellow residents of Walpole to join
us as we consider further action.
		
– Chris Sink

The Vigil
At 6:45 pm, on the Friday
of June 5, I strolled onto
our Walpole town common
thinking about the eight
minute and forty six second
public strangulation of a
handcuffed George Floyd
by a policeman who was
supposed to be there to save
and protect, not to murder.
As I looked around to
watch the well over 100
people quietly assembling,
I was pleased and surprised
to see so many teenagers
and young adults joining
the event, many with signs
expressing that the murder
and mistreatment of unarmed
African Americans cannot be
tolerated.
As time got close to 7:00 pm
I wondered who would lead
our gathering. Would there
be an introduction speech?
Who will tell us when to kneel
in memory of Mr. Floyd at the proper
time?
Then at exactly 7:00 pm a single bell
began to ring from the steeple of the
Congregational Church, followed by
one haunting ring every 3 to 5 seconds.
Without a word spoken, those who could
kneel went down in silent unison, while
the rest of those gathered bowed their
heads in respect. For eight minutes and
forty six seconds, every stroke of that
bell was a jolting tick of the clock that
signified the countdown to the terrible
end of life for George Floyd.
After the last ring of the bell we began
to mingle at safe distances when Becky
Pearson spoke up to introduce our
neighbor Jack Pratt who, once again,
made an elegant speech to end the
proceedings.
We then quietly drifted apart, daring
to hope for a better future.
– Eric Merklein

Jack Pratt: “Make no mistake…”
Photos: Jan Kobeski

Continued from Page 1, Torch

Sixty years ago John F. Kennedy spoke
these words on the steps of the Capitol:
“Let the word go forth ...that the torch
has been passed to a new generation…
unwilling to witness or permit the slow
undoing of those human rights to which
this nation has always been committed,
and to which we are committed today at
home and around the world.”
I was a part of that century’s “new
generation.” We struggled to hold that
torch aloft. We had some successes:
the great March on Washington, the
Civil Rights Act and the Voting Rights
Act and, most of all, the election of our
nation’s first black President. We had
our failures too – too many of them
– increased segregated education,
job discrimination, growing income
inequality and, clearly, discriminatory
policing. And we, too, had our martyrs:
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Emmett and Malcom and Martin, JFK
and RFK, Schwerner and Chaney and
Goodman, Rodney and Jonathan and
Matthew and four little girls killed in a
Birmingham church bombing and many
more too numerous to name here.
And now, through his unconscionable
murder, George Floyd has passed that
torch to you. You are this century’s
“new generation”. That torch – and
George Floyd’s legacy – are now in your
hands. My generation failed to undo the
systemic racism which has gripped this
land since the time of the first European
settlers. That monumental task now
belongs to you.
Make no mistake: Systemic racism is
not “out there” somewhere. It is, tragically,
rooted in every American town, on every
American street, in every American
home and in every American heart.
Rooted so deep within us that we can’t
see it in our moms and dads, our schools
and churches, our offices and political
institutions, and, yes, in ourselves.
Let me say it again: The task before
you, my young friends, is monumental.
God grant you the courage and wisdom
and patience and endurance to meet it.

Continued from Page 1, Gen Z

Continued from Page 1, Forward

The events following the lynching of
George Floyd on May 31, 2020, expose
the willful “blind eye” that we as a society
have turned. We cannot be whole until
all are whole. We cannot be a beacon of
democracy until that beacon shines on all
Americans. We cannot “ENJOY THIS LIFE”
until we all have equal opportunities to
do just that. Numerous Walpole residents
are determined to continue the discussion
and be part of the solution. By getting
together over this summer let’s plan an
event(s) for September or October that
keeps the momentum going. This is vital
to all of us.
– Chuck Shaw
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suffer from. If you react to the statement
‘black lives matter’ with defense, you are
part of the problem; and if you continue
to be defensive, the problem will never
be fixed. We must be able to hear each
other out to make progress. On top
of that, if you say ‘all lives matter’ in
response to ‘black lives matter’, you are
directly dismissing the hate they suffer
from because of the color of their skin.
I understand that I will never
understand the racism black and brown
people suffer from, but I will fight for them.
Generation Z will never stop fighting to
bring about the
equality people of
color deserve. Our
country is built on
years of systemic
racism, and it must
end now. We must
restructure
and
defund the police
system. Defunding
the police doesn’t
mean getting rid
of them; it means
using some of its
funding for mental
health,
drug
abuse, education,
and the support of
our communities.
This would take a
lot of the burdens
police have off their backs. We
also need to educate our police
officers a lot more, and do much
more
through
background
checks on them. Police officers
must treat everyone equally no
matter their skin color. We must
end the epidemic of hate that
plagues our country.
– Sidney Curven, High School Junior

Photo: Karin Mallory
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Summer, 2020
Recreation Changes
Usually our summers in Walpole are
full of community members enjoying
the town pool, participating in our youth
and adult basketball league, trivia nights,
and fun family events. Unfortunately, our
summer will look very different this year.
Our town pool will be open, but will
have many specific guidelines and
protocols that will have to be followed
and will take some getting used to. We
are really counting on our community
members to be understanding and
flexible during these changes. Please go
to our Facebook page, Walpole Recreation
– NH, for the rules and guidelines that we
will be following this year.
Our very popular Walpole Summer
Basketball League will not be happening.
With basketball being a “contact” sport,
we are unable to meet the appropriate
guidelines required by the state. We are
going try and plan events or activities
throughout the summer to keep our
community members involved and active.
Though different, we are going to do our
best to have a fun and enjoyable summer,
but our primary goal is to make sure all of
our community members are safe. Have
a great summer!
– Justin Cassarino

Great River Co-op
The Great River Co-op is co-hosting a
summer Farmers’ Market in Walpole, now
through September 30. The market will be
held in the future location of the Co-op
store, between The Hungry Diner and
Pinnacleview on Route 12. Stop by and
support local vendors on Wednesdays from
4 – 7 pm. (Closing at 6:30 pm in September.)
The joint project, with Sustainable
Valley Group, is organizing the Wednesday Walpole market plus the one in
Bellows Falls on Fridays 4 -7 pm at the
Waypoint Welcome Center near the train
station.
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Safety measures include signs posted
at the entrance, limited capacity, one way
traffic, 6 foot distancing, masks required
for all customers (we have some on hand if
customers need them) and requirements
for vendors, hand sanitizing stations at
each vendor and at entrance and exits,
and volunteers stationed to help with
maintaining safety.
And, we accept Granite State Market
Match.
Like to be a vendor? There is still space.
Go to http://www.gffarmersmarket.com/
for more information. – Gretchen Markiewicz

Happy Retirement
A Fond Farewell
Susie Latham...for more than 35 years
this wonderful lady has been taking
care of Walpole and the surrounding
communities. Everyone knows our Susie;
and, if you don’t, just ask your neighbors,
they do. Susie has literally cared for
generations of patients. Her gentle way,
her calm voice, her incredible sense of
humor, has gotten us and you through
some pretty hard times. She has laughed
with you, cried with you. She has held
your babies and held your hand. She
has poked most of you in the arm with
a needle several times over the years!
There is just no one else that compares
with our Susie.
On May 28th, the town of Walpole
came out and celebrated Susie’s
retirement with a wonderful parade
organized by her admiring co-workers! It
was a wonderful way to celebrate her, as
she was broken-hearted to not be able
to say farewell to her beloved patients
due to the pandemic. And celebrate we
did!! It was an epic parade, and Susie was
astounded with the outpouring of love
and well wishes! She also received over
100 cards in the mail…it really meant
the world to her. Almost as much as she
means to us! Congratulations, Susie!!
		

– Denise Roentsch

Town Covid Updates
The following interim measures,
designed to protect Town of Walpole
citizens and personnel during the COVID19 emergency, are in effect until further
notice. Town Hall Offices are open to the
public. However, visitors are requested
to set-up appointments with either
the Town Clerk/Tax Collectors’ or the
Selectboard Offices. Town employees
are available to answer questions by email or by phone (756-3672).
The Recycling Center, Highway
and Police Departments continue to
work their normal schedules. Please
see the Library website for updates as
they begin their phased reopening.
Whitcomb Recreation Area is open with
some restrictions. The pool is projected
to open on June 29.
The Town Hall is now open for meetings
and events. The Selectboard will be
meeting in the Town Hall beginning
June 25 at 6:30 pm. The option, to host
an online meeting, continues under the
Governor’s Emergency Order. Please
check local postings to confirm where
meetings will be conducted.
		

– Sarah Downing
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Non-fiction Book Group
Are DACA and the DREAM Act
Good for America?
The Nonfiction Book Discussion Group
will meet Monday, July 13 at 6:00 pm on
Zoom in a secure online meeting room.
We will be discussing “Are DACA and the
DREAM Act Good for America?”
In August we will discuss Deaths of
Despair, the surge in suicide, drug
overdose, and alcoholism in the United
States. In September, our topic will be
White Fragility. (The Walpole Library is
receiving 20 audio copies of White Fragility
via the CARE Act, and has suggested The
Non-Fiction Group may wish to “read” it.)
In October, as a run up to the November 3
Election, we will read One Person, No Vote.
For more information, call Ron MacLachlan
at 756-3695.
– Ron MacLachlan

7

Susie Latham bidding farewell
after 35 years of service at the
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Clinic, Walpole

The heat of July draws us to water
for recreation and contemplation. One
activity that combines both is fishing. In
this age of social distancing, fishing can
be an ideal way to enjoy the outdoors.
The freshwater ponds, lakes, brooks and
rivers in our area offer sport for family
outings with pole and worms. The
delicate art of fly-fishing provides a more
solitary experience.
Bullhead

And what of the fish? They have
evolved to occupy every aquatic habitat
nature has to offer. Temperature is of
upmost importance to fish because it
indicates how much saturated oxygen
there is in the water for them to breathe.
Water passes into the mouth of the fish
and out through the gills. Oxygen in the
water is exchanged with carbon dioxide
in the fish’s blood. The colder the water,
the more oxygen it holds. Let’s consider a
tale of two fish and how they’ve adapted
to two very different environments.
The Mill Pond is shallow. Its depth
allows the sun to warm the water right
to its warm, muddy, oxygen-starved
bottom. The brown bullhead (Ameiurus
nebulosus) thrives in these conditions.
It is a small to medium-sized fish, adults
generally ranging between 6”-14” long
and usually weighing less than a pound.
This widespread member of the catfish
family is very tasty to eat.
Bullheads are a super fish, outfitted for
survival under low oxygen conditions.
Beside gills, it can absorb oxygen
through its skin. A bullhead can even
gulp surface air into its air bladder that

then acts like a
“lung”. It has the
ability to survive
for days, even
weeks in a dried-up
pond where it can lie
dormant, buried in the mud.
Also called hornpout, they eat a wide
variety of food: insect larvae, snails,
small fishes, leeches, frogs and plant
material. Crayfish are a favorite food
found in the mucky bottom ooze. The
bullhead locates its food by brushing
whisker-like barbels along the bottom.
The eight barbels are located near its
mouth. These harmless feelers taste and
smell the water. However, beware the
spines at the front of each pectoral and
dorsal fin. I know from experience they
deliver a very painful prick! The spines
are coated with a toxin that causes pain
and swelling around the wound.
The Cold River is a vivid contrast to the
placid Mill Pond. This cold-water stream
cascades downhill, charging the water
with oxygen as it tumbles over rocks, it’s
perfect habitat for our native brook trout
(Salvelinus fontinalis). This iridescent
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blue or green fish has yellow spots and a
few smaller red spots encircled in blue. It
is beautiful to behold. It is also delicious
pan-fried.
Trout eat insects, either flying adults
from the surface in the summer or larval
forms living on the bottom during cold
months. Trout, like other fish, grow to a
size determined by the food supply. In
streams they grow to no larger than 5-6
inches. In waters where it can find more
food they can grow much larger. NH
Fish & Game stocks brook trout in many
water bodies throughout the state for
the enjoyment of anglers. You can use
flies or small spinners, but earthworms
work well too.

Brook Trout
Trout need pools of chilly, oxygenated
water shaded by overhanging trees or
a bank that is undercut by the current.
Fallen trees and branches in the water
help create these pools. A trout also
needs a gravel bottom in which to scoop
out a nest or “redd” for her eggs. After
spawning, she uses the gravel to cover
her fertilized eggs. When the eggs hatch,
the tiny alevin use the gravel for cover
from predators.
Two very different environments
support two very different species of
fish, right here in Walpole! An excellent
reference is Freshwater Fishes of New
Hampshire by John F. Scarola. People
over the age of 16 need a valid New
Hampshire fishing license to fish.
Angler’s luck to you!

Library Update
Summer Reading
This summer’s theme is “Imagine Your
Story”! Pick up your packet and weekly
activity on the front porch during our
curbside hours! Here’s a list of just
some of the adventures we have up our
sleeves:
Online reading log with prizes
Weekly Take-Away craft activities
Why I love the Walpole Town Library
video contest
Share stories you write and read on our
YouTube channel
…and more!
Stay tuned to our webpage www.
walpoletownlibrary.org or follow us on
Facebook for all the details!
The Summer Reading Program started
June 15 and runs through August 7. It is
free and open to the public.  
July Library Services
Keep an eye on Walpoletownlibrary.
org, thewalpolean.org, and Facebook.
com/WalpoleTownLibrary for July hours
and updates as we continue working
through our phased reopening plan.
There’s a new Story Walk at Distant Hills
Nature Trail! Beginning July 1st at noon,
we’ll have a brand new story to explore
on the trail. We’ll also have a video of
Miss Julie sharing the Story Walk on our
Facebook page and YouTube channel.
If you need a library card, help with
any of our resources, or a reminder that
your librarian loves you, please feel free
to email us! You can reach Justine at
jfafara@walpoletownlibrary.org, Julie at
jrios@walpoletownlibrary.org, Chris at
cburchstead@walpoletownlibrary.org,
or the whole staff at walpolelibrarycirc@
gmail.com
The library is now accepting returns!
Please make an appointment to return
your materials by calling 756-9806
during curbside hours, or schedule an
appointment on our website! The link is
right on the home page of our website
walpoletownlibrary.org.
Our wifi is available 24/7. Feel free to
sit on the porch or at the picnic table to
use it, just please make sure to maintain
a 6-foot distance from others and wear a
face covering if you can.
We will continue our virtual
programming on Facebook and
YouTube through the summer. Our
digital resources, such as Libby, Hoopla,
Newsbank and more, are still available.
If you need help with any of our
resources, please email Julie at jrios@
walpoletownlibrary.org, or watch one of
Julie’s fabulous tutorials on our website
at walpoletownlibrary.org/tutorials

•
•
•
•

			

– Justine Fafara
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Hello again Walpole recycling
community! As the weather heats up so
does traffic at Walpole Recycling Center.
Please remember to continue to maintain
social distancing, and have patience with
fellow community members and staff.
Follow the one way traffic pattern and
please refrain from backing up. It can
get congested in the “busy areas” of the
center, and many of us are still learning
to work and function with masks on in
the heat.
Happy retirement to long time
recycling center employee Greg Given.
His commitment to our facility and
knowledgeable expertise will be missed!
Please welcome Greg’s replacement,
Jake Velazquez, a recent graduate of
Keene High School. We are also bringing
Hooper Institute help back this summer
with the addition of Fall Mountain
students Ruby Frithsen and Ian Gould.
Ruby created an environmental “green
group” at Fall Mountain, and promotes
environmentalist causes such as the
plastic bag ban. Ian wishes to learn trades
in his experience at Walpole Recycling.
Selden Concrete has completed our
future Reuse Center footing/foundation
and floor, and Jan Galloway is milling
timbers to accent the new addition from
the infamous tree that imploded the old
Reuse Center. Thank you to the Walpole
Library for donating shelving needed
within the new reuse center. Thank you
for supporting Walpole Recycling, stay
safe, and have a great summer! Keep
recycling Walpole!
– Ben Hoy
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The Clarion Is Read
And Readers Take Action
The Working Willetts’ mom reported
that her four sons received three jobs
the first weekend following their
advertisement in the June issue.
And Mary reported that her “Feline
Help Wanted” position was filled the day
the June Clarion was in the mail. But,
possibly an on-line reader took action
before the post office delivered.
In Mary’s email to me, subject line
‘Results’ – she told me, “Neighbors across
the road arrived this morning with a
kitten they had abducted from a farmer,
along with a dowry of kitty litter, a new
pan, and dry food!
“After +/- two hours of learning the
language and offering a smorgasbord
of delicacies, I dodged outside to see
which wire was sagging off the end of
the house in the wind, and when I came
back, I couldn’t find the kitten. Panicked,
both by the danger to the kitten and the
danger to me from neighbors-turnedvigilantes, I crawled around for some
time among the ticks and occasional
chipmunks
verbalizing
affection.
Coming back inside to apply for witness
protection, I discovered the smirking
kitten behind the downstairs toilet.
“As you can see, things are back
to normal around here, and your
advertising sure is effective--especially
at such reasonable rates. This issue has
good content; you’ve done darned well.
I particularly liked the story about Bo
Kiniry’s barn and the picture.”

Haying Time.

Responding to my request for
permission to share her tale, Mary
replied, “Feel free to share my heartfelt
thanks, as outlined! It was hard not to
unconsciously fill the void from my last
cat by calling this one by her name, so
I found myself instead saying “Pretty
Kitty.” That isn’t too satisfactory either:
not wishing to cultivate vanity or
compromise Christian nomenclature,
I’ve compromised with “Peekaboo.” She
thrives on hiding behind throw pillows,
but she might be persuaded to put
introductions on her calendar, and she
will surely be a subscriber because she
likes to have me read to her.
“I also enjoyed David Clark’s “Abington
Spares” article in the June issue. I
remember browsing a fascinating
antique shop in that building perhaps
in the early ‘70s, but had no idea of its
distinctive origins.”
Who is next that the
able to help?		
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Clarion may be
– Ray Boas

Friends of the Library
Library Porch Plant Sale
The ongoing plant sale on the porch
of the library has been going very well.
We would like to thank the community
for your very generous support! We
have also received many nice plant
donations. If you would like to donate a
plant, please be sure to label it. It’s also
great if the plant is in bloom. Please stop
by the library and check out the plants.
You never know what treasures you’re
going to find – perennials, herbs, veggie
starters, house plants. If you would like to
purchase Foxglove garden gloves, please
contact Carol Malnati at 756-9537.
Book Sale
The fate of the annual fall Friends of
the Library Book Sale is uncertain given
the ever evolving Covid-19 situation.
At a recent meeting, we discussed
alternatives, and developed a plan for
an ongoing Book Sale at Walpole’s ReUse
Center. We anticipate beginning the
sale in mid-August, once construction
is complete on the new building. The
books will be on library shelves and
organized by topic. A list of suggested
donations will be posted. As books are
sold, the shelves will be restocked with
new titles, so every time you stop by,
there will be new books to explore.

As in previous years, we are asking for
book donations from the community.
This year, however, we need to be very
strict about the condition of donated
books. We can only accept books that
are in very good condition. Mildewed,
mouse-fouled, or very worn books will
be rejected. Also, please no textbooks or
outdated travel guides. Book donation
days will be limited to these 4 dates:
• Wednesday, August 5 & 12: 9 - 10 am
• Thursday, August 6 & 13: 5 - 6 pm
Books drop-off is at the “Chicken
Coop” behind the Hungry Diner. Please
wear a mask and your “patience cap”.
To maintain social distancing and keep
everyone safe we will direct cars through
the gate – only one car at a time at the
drop-off door.
Details of the Book Sale may need
to change over time. Please check
theWalpolean blog or the Library website
for details. Thank you for your generous
support! If you have any questions, please
contact Carol Malnati at 756-9537.
– Jana Sellarole
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Business Notes

Howard Printing
Howard Printing, Inc., in Brattleboro,
Vermont, is now printing the Clarion.
Several months ago, Kevin Tidd, Senior
Bindery & Print Operator, contacted me
about printing the Clarion. You may
know Kevin. A Walpole native and fine
young man, I have known Kevin since
I moved here eighteen years ago. He
assisted in the production of my book
As It Was…And Still Is…Walpole, New
Hampshire, and the Walpole Players’
30th anniversary book. Extremely
knowledgeable and easy to work with,
he is an asset to Howard Printing. For
your printing needs, I encourage you to
contact Howard Printing. You can see
their ad on page 18.
– Ray Boas
Your 100 word submission of “business notes”
is welcome for possible insertion.

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...the original Walpole Inn

was on Westminster Street, in the Village,
from 1902 to 1962? General James L.
Mitchell, in about 1870, built a home
on Westminster Street with gardens to
the west bordering Washington Square.
Today the bank parking lot is where the
house stood, and the phone company
building replaced tennis courts that
replaced the gardens. A successful
businessman, and owner of the Hotel
Brunswick in New York City, Mitchell died
in 1880. He left the property to his widow,
Rebecca, “providing she does not marry
again.” In 1902, Copley Amory purchased
the property, completely remodeling it,
and opened it as the Walpole Inn.
From a prominent Boston family,
Copley Amory previously had, in 1890,
purchased the Bellows Homestead,
with its 350 acres. Until 1925 he owned
and improved the property, building
reservoirs for a water supply, apple
orchards, and new barns. He also laid
out the golf course on Hubbard Road
(see DYKT, September, 2013). While
developing the Inn, Copley started the
Walpole Water & Sewer Company to
operate a gravity system to provide water
to the Village. In addition, he laid a sewer
line from High Street along Westminster
Street, and into the river.
In developing the Inn, Copley removed
a stable, replacing it with the east wing.
Porches were added, as well as another
wing to the rear (heading south). Copley
sold in 1908, and the property changed
hands a number of times over the next
four decades. At one time there was a
swimming pool in the basement, and
bowling on the lawns. Early on, when
business was good, the brick building
across the street (now owned by the
Foundation) was acquired as an annex.
The annex’s barn became the hotel
garage as automobile use flourished.
Run with little success in the early
1940s, the Inn closed and stood vacant.
In 1947, the property, which by then was
in significant disrepair, was purchased
by Mary Louise Weber. She successfully
brought the Inn back to life, operating it
until selling in 1951. State Representative,
Lucy Weber’s late husband, Bruce, was
Mary Louise Weber’s son. Lucy remembers
her husband telling her that during his
senior year in high school, alternating
with his uncle, he would “sleep in the
basement with the coal furnace and
shovel more coal in several times during
the night.” Following Weber’s sale, the Inn
again gradually deteriorated. The Savings
Bank of Walpole took over the property,
and in 1962 razed the building.

The James L.
Mitchell house
and gardens
(at left
from a
stereograph)

Postcard Mailed 1906 Congregational Church spire in background

Postcard Mailed 1954
Back to the Bellows Homestead
north of the village. In 1926, it
opened as the Stagecoach Inn.
The bank took the property in
1934, and next Ralph N. Johnson
bought the property, along with
the sheep barns, in 1943. He
needed the barns for his farm
equipment business, and began
dividing and selling off much of
the former estate. The Bellows
homestead became a nursing
home, but the property again
became vacant by 1962. It next
opened as the Homestead Inn in 1965
under ownership of Mr. and Mrs. Edmond
C. Cutler. Following several ownerships,
the Sheldon family sold to Bruce, Tom,
and Lucy Weber in 1998. Extensive
restoration and renovations followed,
and the Webers reopened the Inn,
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naming it The Walpole Inn in honor of
Bruce’s mother, Mary Louise. Bruce died
in 2000, and the family continued to run
The Walpole Inn until selling it in 2006. In
June, 2012, the Bellows Homestead was
again sold, reentering life as the Bellows
Walpole Inn.

Hooper Golf Course
Kicks off the summer season
The month of June has been very
busy here at Hooper! On June 9th
Hooper hosted a tournament put on
by the New Hampshire Golf Association
which attracted many of the best
amateur golfers from around the state.
The tournament was a great success,
and included a hole-in-one by Myles
O’Quinn, grandson of Walpole residents,
and Hooper members, Noel and Laura
Cassidy. Another first time hole-in-one,
which was also on the 4th hole, was
achieved by Chris Patch during Men’s
League on June 18th. Men’s League is in
full swing and there are 3 divisions with
48 players total.
Recently, Hooper was visited by
golf writer and golf course critic, Paul
Rudovsky. Paul has played over a
thousand golf courses and is on Golf
Magazine’s panel for their Top 100 Course
rankings. Paul was very impressed with
the course, and will be featuring Hooper
in his forthcoming article on the website
Golf Club Atlas.
We are also very excited to announce
the return of Hooper’s Junior Golf Camp!
Junior Golf Camp will run every Monday
from July 6th to August 3rd from 9:0011:00. Each week we will focus on a
different skill as well as golf etiquette
and basic rules, play a lot of games and
have a lot fun. All campers will receive a
Hooper Golf Camp t-shirt, golf balls, and
a bag of tees. Hooper Junior Golf Camp
is open to children under the age of 12
and the cost is $50 per camper. Please
call the Hooper Pro Shop, 756-4080, for
more details and to register.
			

– Josh Beer

St. John’s Church
We are hopeful that by the time that
you read this we will have announced
the name and start date of our new
rector, as well as the welcome plans
(parade anyone?). It has been a very
long seven months since the retirement
of The Rev. Susan Kershaw, but we have
been fortunate to have many Sunday
services led by our fellow congregant,
The Rev. Bruce MacDuffie, as well as
supply priests.
We have elected not to continue
Sunday ZOOM services until August
as many of us are exploring the online
offerings of other churches. (Morning
prayer service continues via ZOOM with
Bruce at 7:30.)
Many of us at St. John’s have had ties
to other churches due to childhood
upbringing or choices in our adult
lives. Indeed many of us have not been
lifelong Episcopalians, but have chosen
to worship with this very inclusive as well
as outwardly-focusing church. We are
hoping to bring the thoughts, offerings,
and experiences of Episcopal Church
services from around this nation and
overseas back to our congregation. We
will meet by ZOOM for “coffee hour” on
Sunday mornings at 11:30. Link is on our
website. (www.stjohnswalpole.org). You
are welcome to join us.
In this time of disruptions of many
sorts, we seek the words of others to help
us find meaning in our upset, our anger,
our loneliness and our helplessness. We
can recommend to you the offerings
of both the National Episcopal Church
under Bishop Michael Curry or the New
Hampshire Episcopal Diocese under Rev.
Rob Hirshfeld. A link to Sunday ZOOM

You Need
to Know That…

Kingsford Charcoal Briquets
Invented early 1920s, Ford Charcoal
was renamed Kingsford Charcoal
Briquets after E. G. Kingsford, the
relative who helped Henry Ford
select the site for his charcoal plant
Can be used to:
Prevent tools from rusting
Placing a charcoal briquet in a
toolbox helps absorb moisture.
Freshen air in a closed space
Placing a coffee can filled with
charcoal briquets in a closet
or chest helps absorb odors.
Deodorize your refrigerator
A cup of charcoal briquets
in the back of the refrigerator
helps keep it smelling
fresh and clean

•

•

•

Adapted from: Magic Brands - 1,185
Brand-New Uses for Brand-Name Products
by Joey Green.
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services with Bishop Rob can be found
www.nhepiscopal.org.
As an introduction, may I commend
to you Bishop Curry’s words: “Our longterm commitment to racial justice
and reconciliation is embedded in our
identity as baptized followers of Jesus.
We will still be doing it when the news
cameras are long gone.” Full post can be
found at: https://www.facebook.com/
episcopalian/ Peace and blessings to all.
		
– Marilyn Wilking

Walpole Unitarian
Church Services
Our services for July 12, and 19, and 26
will be on ZOOM at 10:00 am. To access
the service, go to our web page (www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org) where you
will find the link to join the service. You
will also find the topic for a particular
Sunday under Our Service Topics. If
this is your first time, it is a good idea
to do that at 9:45 am in case you need
assistance getting in. There is no service
on July 5th.
The church will be in recess during the
Month of August and return in the fall on
September 13th.
Fall Mountain Food Shelf Collection
Thank you to those who placed
nonperishable items - including food,
personal care items, and children’s snacks
- in the crate we have set up on the porch
at Hastings Memorial Parish House on
Union Street. For the first two weeks of
June, we collected four bags of items
that were delivered to the food shelf.
Please keep those contributions coming.
Our next delivery will be on June 26th.
			

– Wendy Harty

Hooper Institute
As I write this, children and their
parents are showing up at the Hooper
Institute to pick-up their Summer Camp
folders and packets. The 1 st – 4 th grade
packet includes a camp song and game
Photo Provided

Horse Thieves
Biennial Banquet Moved to Oct. 21
The Officers and Committee of the
Walpole Society for Bringing to Justice
Horse Thieves and Pilferers of Hen Roosts
and Clothes Lines (“Walpole Horse
Thieves”) had a remote meeting June
15 and voted to move the date for their
biennial banquet to Wednesday, October
21, 2020, at the Alyson’s Orchard banquet
facility. The officers have been closely
monitoring pandemic developments
and public restrictions, and felt this
change in dates would be best.
The speaker for the banquet will be
Steve Taylor, an independent scholar,
farmer, journalist and public official. The
NH Humanities Council’s website says
that “With his sons, Taylor operates a

book, nature journal, bird crafts, how to
make a felted acorn and ice cream, an
authentic moose call and more! There
are eight full folders of rich and varied
activities for what would have been
eight days of Hooper Camp. Mrs. Becky
Whippie pulled out all the stops and
created a wonderful gift for the children
in our community.
For 5th – 8th grades, Mrs. Helen Dalbeck
created travel folders that include four
hikes and adventures out in the field
and in nature. There is the discovery of
peregrine falcons on Fall Mountain, red
pine plantations
and the Hooper
shelter in the
Hooper Forest;
snakes, water
bugs and migrating fish on
the Connecticut
River via the
Walpole Gateway trail, plus
a QUEST with
a treasure and
so much forest
and pond-side
beauty at the Mill Pond. The preparation

for the Owl Nest Box kits is in progress,
and we will roll out dates for this fun
woodworking project soon, definitely in
July!
In other news, high school students are
set to begin working on local farms and
the recycling center. Hooper Scholarship
applications are being reviewed by the
Scholarship Committee, the Community
Gardeners are so happy to be gardening
and growing food, the school garden
beds and high tunnel are brimming
over with veggies and herbs. Harvest
will be here in no time. Please consider a
generous donation
Photo: Steve Sachs
to help us continue
the good work,
in service of the
youth and people
of all ages here in
Walpole.
For more information, call or email
Helen Dalbeck at
hooper institute@
myfairpoint.net or
call 756-4382. 		

dairy, maple syrup and cheese making
enterprise in Meriden Village. He has been
a newspaper reporter and editor, and
served for 25 years as New Hampshire’s
Commissioner of Agriculture. Taylor
was the founding executive director of
the New Hampshire Humanities Council
and is a lifelong student of the state’s
rural culture.” Taylor is a colorful and
entertaining speaker.
As mentioned previously, the banquet
will feature a home-cooked meal similar
to that of the last three banquets.
Delaying the banquet until October
gives the Horse Thieves another month
before we need to start the process
of printing our poster which lists our
members, so if the men in Walpole
would like to have their names on the
2020 poster you can join until August 1.

Contact Lewis LaClair as soon as possible
(see below).
The officers will continue to monitor
developments and will comply with state
and local restrictions on public meetings
and social distancing. The officers will
meet one more time in mid-July to
decide whether to hold the banquet in
October and we will update you in the
August issue of The Walpole Clarion.
Attendance at the banquet is open
only to members of the Walpole Horse
Thieve and their guests. Membership
is open to any man 18 years or older
who lives in Walpole, pays a $2 lifetime
dues and signs the membership book.
If you are interested in joining please
contact Lewis LaClair, Clerk (756-0001, or
LLaclair@Advancedrisk.com).
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– Helen Dalbeck

			

– Lewis LaClair

C o n g rat u l at i o n s

Adelle Adams
Miguel Andrade Garcia
Andrew Byrnes
Samuel Caserta
Cameron Clark
Jason Colburn, Jr.
Ellis Dunbar
Taylor Elliott
Morrigan Farnum
Eric Franklin, Jr.
Aiden Frazier
Ben Frithsen
Camden Fuller
Ian Gould
Jon Grenier
Amalia Gutierrez
Etta Bea Harrison
Jacob Hearne
Emma Johnson
Zachary King
Luciano Leone

G ra d uat e

Joshua Loves
Patrick Manning
Jade Nadeau
Connor Page
Sydney Palmiotto
Aidan Parrott
Holden Perron
Aubrey Piatti
Jayden Roland
Malesa Seavey
Phoebe Shriver
Ian Smith
Isabella Smith
Emma Soohoo
Murray Spaulding
Benjamin Tetu
Donald Tucker IV
Abby Turner
Owen Waysville
Logan Wilbur
Porter Willett

s

Thanks Corona

Goodbye Friends. Goodbye Family.
Goodbye summer, goodbye cannonballs.
Goodbye soccer season, goodbye fun.
Goodbye hugs, goodbye snuggling newborn piglets.
Hello 6 hour Facetime calls
and grandparents trying to figure out Zoom.
Hello long family walks, and a lot of quality time.
Hello 10 extra pounds and the
no-longer-bouncy-couch.
Hello computer screen and a hunched back
Hello sweatshirts, sweatpants, and fuzzy socks.
Hello mental breakdowns
Hello boredom.
We owe all of this to corona.
Thank you corona. Thank you for nothing.
– Mariella Tsitsonis (incoming Grade 8)
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July 4th
Hi, my name is Elwud. Bill has gone
away for a few days and left his computer
with me. So I am going to tell ya a story
‘bout July 4th that happened many,
many years ago.
I growed up on a farm o’er in VERmont,
which were next door to my Aunt and
Uncle. But this involves my cousins. I
was ten or eleven at the time. Cuple a
days before July 4th, my cousin Darryl
and his two brothers, Darryl and Darryl
told me they would have some fireworks
and they were going to sneak up ta
neighbor Murphy’s farm after dark and
set them off. Being farmers, everyone
went to bed by seven or eight o’clock. I
tolt them my folks would never let me
go. They said sneak down the back stair
and out the door and we’ll be waiting
on ya. “Whar you gettin’ the fireworks?”
I asked. “Our friend, Bryce, works at the
hardware/construction store and they’s
got fireworks, which he can git.”
Well, on July 4th, after everyone were
in bed and sound asleep, I crept out the
back door and met up with Darryl, Darryl,

and Darryl and we headed up ta Murray’s
farm. Back in those days farms did not
have indoor plumbing and used what
is called an outhouse or a half moon
building. But that spring all the farms on
our road had upgraded and put indoor
plumbin’ in their houses. So my cousins
plan was to line the old outhouse with
the fireworks, which they informed
friend Bryce about.
What we did not know was that the
Murphy’s indoor plumbing was not
working and so they continued using
the outdoor facility.
Well the firecrackers were odd lookin’
and bigger than normal, but they were
placed around the outhouse and right
after Daryll lit them, Mrs. Murphy paid
a visit to the facility. We beat a retreat
to the edge of the woods just as they
exploded.
We were shocked to see the entire
building blow apart and heard Mrs.
Murphy scream as she fell into the @#%#
pit! With our ears ringin’ and covered
with the contents of the pit, we beat a
hasty retreat home. I was met at the door
by my father. Within the hour the local
police were also at the door. The four of us
were herded together and questioned. It
was hard to deny we was involved due to
the stink we were carrying. Fortunately,
Mrs. Murphy was not physically hurt but
her pride was severely damaged. Our
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punishment was that we had to clean up
the area and rebuild Murphy’s outhouse.
Personally I was sent out to cut a sturdy
switch from the Maple tree which my
father used to try and move my brains
from the lower end of my anatomy back
to my head.
We later learnt that my cousin’s friend
Bryce, had made special fireworks for the
occasion as his little joke on us. We, also,
learned what the letters TNT meant!
Elwud, for Bill Moses
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Reader Commentary

50th Wedding Anniversary
Tim & Judy Foley
July 11, 2020

Born

Winnifred Kier Bluhm

May 14, 2020
8lb, 2.5 oz, 20”
To Annie & Emerson Bluhm
of McLean, Virginia
Grandparents:
Barbara & Rob Kasper
of Walpole
Nicole Bluhm
of Ocean View, Delaware

Thank You
On May 28th, the eve of my retirement
from Dartmouth-Hitchcock Clinic, my
co-workers, family, patients, and the
amazing community of Walpole gave me
a sendoff that left me speechless.
You were there with cards, posters,
flowers, kind words, and memories to
share with me. You took the time to
come and say good-bye, and I love you
all for that.
Then came the parade of parades! The
Walpole police and fire departments.
I lost count of how many cars - it was
absolutely awesome.
I thank you all for the years. You have
blessed me with the honor to laugh with
you, and to comfort you. To hold those
babies and to share in your joy. I can
think of no greater gift.
My heartfelt thank you for your
goodbye and friendship.
PS: Wear your mask and wash your
hands because I still care about you.
			

FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 8 years of publication:
One Year Ago (July, 2019) - On June 5, 2019, Walpole was one of 149
communities selected by the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) to receive one of its Brownfields grant awards that this year totaled
$64,623,553. Walpole was one of four New Hampshire communities to receive
a grant, and the only New Hampshire town to receive funds for cleanup work. A
check for $500,000 was presented to the town.
Three Years Ago (July, 2017) - More than three hundred audience members
were humorously entertained during Old Home Days while attending the
Walpole Players’ production of George Washington Slept Here, directed by Ray
Boas and Tara Sad. They also helped the Players’ celebrate their 30th anniversary.
Founded during Old Home Days 1987, the Players first production was also
George Washington Slept Here.
Five Years Ago (July, 2015) - On June 8, 2015, Paul Colburn received two
awards on behalf of Walpole’s Recycling Center at the Northeast Resource
Recovery Association’s (NRRA) Annual Conference. As “Recycler of the Year,”
Walpole was cited for utilizing the “Most Programs Through the NRRA in 2014”.
Seven Years Ago (July, 2013) - Walpole 4th grade students completed their
year-long community service project with a visit to the Monadnock Humane
Society and the presentation of a check for $746.34 to the MHS. The students
chose the society from a list of possible organizations early in the school year

Like Us On Facebook
for News and Updates

The
      

On-line

Walpole Clarion
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– Susie Latham

Publisher’s Corner
It is hot and humid and uncomfortable as I am writing, and we
are finishing up your July issue of the
Clarion.
This year, and this summer
continue to be “unusual,” and I am
afraid this year, 2020, will continue to
muddle along that way. We can only
hope and pray that some degree of
calm, common sense, and civility will
ultimately play out.
I have lived a number of decades,
including the 1960s. As Jack Pratt
related, our generation “failed” at
truly accomplishing equality. Times
have again changed, and a new
generation faces the problem to fix
things - once and for all. Social media
has made an impact on how people
interact, share, and get their news
(fake, or accurate and verifiable).
Today’s youth are more diverse,
more accepting, and more aware of
the injustices adversely impacting
justice.
Something must be done. Some
things must be accomplished. Many
somethings must be solved for the
good of our youth, their well-being,
our country’s, and the world.
Become educated, understand the
whys of what went wrong leading
to today’s problems. And act to
make a change. Start with your own
attitudes and understanding.
– Ray Boas, Publisher
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Walpole applauded
the achievements of
our 2020 graduates
in a variety of
ways, including
this banner outside
Walpole Elementary
recognizing Fall
Mountain grads.
See page 17 for
W.E.S. graduates.

