
A Monthly Community Publication  •  Volume X, Issue 10  •  October, 2020

Continued  on Page 2

Continued on  Page 4

As Fall Begins…200,000 and Counting
Vote November 3

In Person: 7am to 7pm

Walpole Town Hall - St. Peter’s Church
Absentee Voting

Request Absentee Ballot(s) from 
Town Clerk (see Town Website)
Last Day to Request - November 2
Ballots provided or mailed once 

Town Clerk receives from the State
Return Your Absentee Ballot 

by 5 pm Election Day
• By Mail (follow directions)
• In Person to Town Clerk  

(call for appointment)
• On Election Day… 

an Election Official will be outside 
polling places to receive your  
absentee ballot prior to 5pm.

Thus: you avoid any mail delay;  
no need to make an appointment;  
and you do not have to go inside  
a closed space during COVID-19

* The rules are constantly changing. 
See The Clarion website for updates.

BE COUNTED

Welcome,  
Jane Malmberg

Please join us in welcoming Jane 
Malmberg as the new Library Director 
in Walpole.  Jane was selected from 
a competitive pool of candidates to 
lead the library.  Jane’s first day will be 
September 21.

Jane comes to Walpole with over a 
dozen years of leadership in libraries in 
Massachusetts and Illinois.  She has a track 
record of developing and implementing 
innovative programs and services. Her 
collaborative and thoughtful approach 
will serve her well in her role here in 
Walpole.

Jane received her Master of Science 
in Library and Information Science 
from Simmons College in Boston, 
and a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Psychology from Guilford College in 
Greensboro, North Carolina.  Jane lives 
on the common in Walpole with her 
husband Richard and dog Fletcher.  They 
are thrilled to be back in New England 
close to their two grown children who 
live in the Boston area.

Jane will be reaching out to the 
community to get to know you and so 
that you can get to know her better.  
Welcome Jane!

- The Board of Trustees  
   for the Walpole Town Library

From the  
Select Board

September skies, so often crystal clear, 
are marred by the smoke from fires in 
California, Oregon and Washington, 
making all of us apprehensive for our 
families and friends who live in those 
states.  Our drought heightens our 
awareness of the dangers of fires and 
the need to conserve the water from our 
wells.  Schools are underway remotely 
and in person. Early morning temps 
have shocked us into saying good-by to 
summer too soon.  And business in Town 
Hall is moving at above the speed limits.   
There is a rhythm to every year’s activity 
in Town Hall.

Bell Ringing – 
Showing Support

Since early this summer the Revere bell 
of the First Congregational Church has 
been ringing every day for one (or two) 
minutes at 7:00 pm. During the influenza 
pandemic of 1918 – 1920, hospital staffs 
were looking for a way to celebrate the 
discharge of a patient who survived the 
flu. They started ringing the bell on the 
counter of the nurses’ station. 

Here in Walpole, Paul Looney 
was looking for a way to show our 
community’s appreciation for health care 
providers. These brave people are risking 
their lives to protect ours. We have seen 
the news. Essential workers are at high 
risk for exposure to the COVID-19 virus. 
New York City became the poster child 
for us as we witnessed the outbreak of 
the virus and its impact on the city. Many 
essential workers went home to small 
living conditions with many people, 
exposing their families and friends to the 
virus.
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From Page 1, Bell Craft Fair Cancelled
Firefighters’ Auxiliary
It is with great sadness that the Walpole 

Firefighters’ Auxiliary announces that we 
will be cancelling our 2020 Craft Fair. 

It is not a decision that was made 
lightly; however, in light of our current 
state of affairs and “new normal”, we 
have chosen to err on the side of caution 
and remain in line with the shared 
goal of maintaining the health of our 
community. We look forward to seeing 
you in 2021, and are grateful for your 
support through the years and in the 
future.                  

–  Michael Martin

Friends of the Library
Beginning October 10, The Friends 

of the Library Book Sale will finally be 
under way at the Walpole Recycling 
Center in the newly constructed Reuse 
Center.  The next time you’re at the 
Recycling Center, or anytime it’s open 
(Saturday, Tuesday, and Thursday – 8:00 
am to 4:00 pm), please take a look at the 
good selection of books that we have on 
display in the bookcases.  Please leave 
your book donation in the Friends of 
the Library Book Sale box.  A list of book 
prices is posted by the bookcases. 

Many of you recently received our 
annual Friends of the Library membership 
postcard in the mail.  Please fill out the 
card and return it to the library with your 
membership fee.  Of course, we would be 
grateful for any further donation above 
the listed membership fee.

Thank you so much for your support of 
our beautiful library, and the professional 
services that they provide to our 
community!  

– Jana Sellarole

Communities across the world have 
demonstrated their thanks and support 
for the medical communities. In Italy, 
people confined to their apartments 
came out on their balconies and sang, 
clapped or banged on pots and pans 
as their way of saying “Thank you” 
to their healthcare providers. The 
tradition continued when the virus was 
accelerating in New York City, and has 
expanded to many communities in the 
United States.

Nine people in Walpole comprise 
the bell ringers of First Congregational. 
Each has taken a day of the week and 
a collaborative covers Saturdays and 
Sundays. Those that ring sense a special 
connection to our medical community 
during this challenging and stressful 
time. It’s gratifying to get feedback and 
realize how far the sound travels, and it’s 
a gentle reminder to all those that listen 
that we haven’t gotten here alone and 
we are at our best when we support each 
other. Peace,                  

– Chuck Shaw
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Don’t Forget! 
Wash Your Hands Frequently For 20 Seconds With Soap

It’s Co-op Month
This October, Great River Co-op is 

joining co-operatives and credit unions 
across the United States in celebrating 
Co-op Month, observed nationally 
since 1964. This year’s theme, “Co-ops 
Commit: Diversity, Equity & Inclusion,” 
was chosen by the National Cooperative 
Business Association (NCBA CLUSA) to 
promote how co-ops and their members 
are working together to build more 
inclusive businesses and more resilient 
communities.

Over the summer, the Great River Co-op 
co-hosted the NH Greater Falls Farmers 
Market, and is beginning to plan for the 
holiday market in November - please 
reach out to info@greatriverfoodcoop.
com if you’d like to be a vendor.  

Next month, there should be an update 
regarding the status of potential funding 
possibilities and timeline. 

To learn more and join visit www.
greatriverfoodcoop.com.

        – Gretchen Markiewicz

Women of Walpole
The Women of Walpole held their first 

meeting of the 2020-2021 season on the 
Walpole Common September 16 . About 
30 members came with chairs and masks. 
WOW co-chair Nancy Lightner welcomed 
everyone, and introduced the new board 
including Co-Chair Susan Johnson, Vice-
chair Loribeth Robare, Treasurer Susan 
Howard, and Secretary Robin Sanctuary. 
After a brief discussion about how WOW 
will proceed under Covid-19 restrictions, 
the members spent time sharing town 
and personal “good news”.  

Susan Howard presented an update 
on our worthy causes donations and 
asked for member input of any financial 
needs around town. This summer WOW 
made donations to the Hooper Institute 
and gave gift cards to two Kurn Hattin 
graduates to help them buy school 
supplies for entering Fall Mountain 
Regional High School. Discussion 
continued on fundraising topics and 
future programming ideas.   

Women of Walpole is a group of 
women who raise money for worthy 
undertakings that benefit Walpole 
and adjoining communities, and is 
a group that provides opportunities 
for enrichment, education and social 
networking for women in the area. Any 
woman who is a resident of Walpole or 
the adjoining communities, who works 
in Walpole or the adjoining communities, 
or who has previously been a member 
but no longer resides in Walpole and 
who supports the purpose of the group 
may participate. For $35 a year we will 
add you to our mailing list and welcome 
you to attend future meetings. 

WOW’s next meeting will be outdoors 
on the Common on October 14 at 2:00 
pm (Cold date October 21) Bring your 
own chair and mask. We will be sitting 
in small groups with proper masks and 
social distancing. New members are 
always welcome. For further information 
on WOW, please contact Susan Johnson 
at 313-4018 (pete_suejohnson@verizon.
net) or Nancy Lightner at 978-771-5265 
(Nancy.hamblet@gmail.com). Check us 
out on Facebook, too. 

               – Susan Johnson

photo provided
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Continued from Page 1, Select Board

Voters received instructions outside 
Town Hall regarding the unfamiliar 

precautions they would encounter inside 
– including the use of folders to hold 

individual ballots before feeding them 
into the tallying machine

The Select Board is always present 
at every election as required by the 
Secretary of State, but this year our new 
Moderator, Jack Wozmak, swore all three 
of us in as Deputy Moderators and put us 
to work.  Cheryl Mayberry covered North 
Walpole’s polling place, while Steve 
Dalessio and I worked in Town Hall.  The 
election workers worked incredibly long 
hours September 8, and voters smoothly 
adapted to a new flow pattern in both 
polling places wearing masks and socially 
distancing in recognition of the Covid-19 
virus conditions.  Several hurrahs to Jack 
facing his first year, first election as new 
Moderator.  He came through well.

The November 3 election set-up will 
be similar to that of September 8, with 
the exception that the exit will be out 
the Westminster Street doors where a 
handicap access ramp will be set-up and 
the outdoor voting table will be inside in 
the Westminster entry hall.  We will also 
add railings to the Elm Street entrance 
for safer entry and exit.

September is the beginning of budget 
planning for the Select Board for a 
budget you adopt next March 2021.  We 
spent a whole day reviewing department 
budgets which every Department Chair 
submitted, which were basically flat 
budgets.  We factor raises, which are 
rarely more than 2%, and any increases 
in health insurance, liability insurance, 
retirement benefits etc.  We also 
consider any capital expenditures, and 
project the items which we may need 
to warrant.  This has been the practice of 
the Select Board for several years now, 
adjusting that budget minimally and 
finally in December meeting with each 
Department Chair when we review every 

line item with the Chair who must defend 
any requested change.  We know before 
December what the School increases 
will be, as well as the Fire District’s needs.  
In mid-December we pay our County 
Tax bill before we have received all the 
property tax from our second billing.   

Consolidated Communications Inc. is 
working in several locations in Walpole 
either trimming trees (Asplundh is doing 
this) or stringing fiber optic cable.  Watch 
for their flaggers or our Police Details.  In 
a recent Zoom conference with Dennis 
Marcom, our local Project Director; 
Jeff McIver, CCI’s Project Director, and 
Mike Cannon, CCI Projects, I learned 
   that the CCI website for Walpole  
      should be available in early October. 
  This will be our opportunity to  
  pre-register for residential broad- 
   band services, which will be $7.30  
      per month for twenty years. The web- 
   site will offer you all the CCI services  
  at various price levels. Remember, if  
  you choose TV, telephone, etc., the 
    broadband is on top of a base price.

CCI’s commercial marketing is occurring 
now; it is not the same as the residential, 
so if you have a commercial business and 
want broadband, you will be subscribing 
through that commercial market which 
has a different price structure.

The Select Board is reviewing water 
and sewer costs, in particular the bond 
payment which is charged to sewer 
users.  We are considering changing 
the structure of that payment and are 

considering different options.  As soon 
as we have considered all the facts, we 
will make a decision and communicate 
any change to all water and sewer users.

Before we have a lengthy discussion 
about changing streetlights, we will 
need a concrete proposal with costs so 
any requests for specific changes are 
temporarily on hold.

The Recycling Center will soon post an 
Open House for the Re-use Center; I urge 
you to read Ben’s article appearing in this 
month’s Clarion.

photo: Jan KobeSKi

photo: Jan KobeSKi
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photo providedMarch 13, 2021 may seem ages away, 
but, thinking ahead, the Select Board has 
secured the gymnasium at the Walpole 
Middle School for our Annual Town 
meeting.  We can be safely distanced, 
masked and still conduct Town business.

Sadly, the front office is receiving 
cancellations of the usually scheduled 
Holiday Fairs and Art Exhibits held in 
Town Hall.  Events on the Common have 
been appreciated and successful. Covid 
19 is still with us, so when we meet 
outside or inside, please continue to 
wear masks, socially distance, wash your 
hands and stay well.  

About Those Campaign Signs
As your Representative, I avoid as best I can posting anything  
remotely political, but I am going to go ahead with this one.  

A friend called me yesterday to tell me that several large Trump signs  
were stolen from yards here in Walpole.  

Now I hear of the destruction of Biden signs in Keene as well 
Let me be clear: NO ONE should be interfering with campaign signs,  

unless they are authorized by statute to do so.  
People authorized to remove signs include the sign owner,  

the property owner, highway workers (if the signs are in a right of way  
or creating a danger), and members of law enforcement. 

Let’s all make sure the First Amendment is alive and well here in Walpole.
Keep well, Representative Lucy Weber

There is always more to tell but it is 
time to stop for now.  I continue to miss 
friends and family around my dining 
table. No doubt one of the ways I can 
express caring for others is by cooking 
and sharing.  So, on to baking those 
apple pies!                       

– Peggy Pschirrer

Plexiglas protection prominent 
at polling place.

Sidney Curven thanks  
all of those in town,  

and surrounding towns,  
who purchased these signs  

that helped raise more than  
$500 for the charity,  
Black Voters Matter.

Supervisor  
of the Checklist  
Cindy Westover  

hard at work

photo: tara Sad
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St. John’s Church
St. John’s Episcopal Church is holding 

outdoor worship services led by our new 
priest-in-charge, Pastor Duncan Hilton. 
We will continue to meet outside on 
Sundays at 10:00 am while the weather 
is agreeable. We are fortunate to have 
the benefit of live music by our organist, 
Christopher Evatt, as well as excellent 
acoustics provided by a sound system. 
Cancellation and alternative service due 
to rain will be posted on the church’s 
website (www.stjohnswalpole.org).

In addition, the website will have 
information about future Sunday 
services as it becomes available, as well 
as links to the service leaflets and any 
web based (YouTube) recordings of the 
service.  Bringing your own chair and 
mask will be helpful as our ushers seat 
every family group or individual six 
feet apart.  Our church is located at the 
corner of Elm St. and Westminster across 
from the Walpole Town Hall. We meet in 
the field next to the church. We welcome 
all to join us.                       

– Marilyn Wilking

Walpole Unitarian
Sunday morning services continue 

on ZOOM each Sunday at 10:00 am. The 
ZOOM link is available on the church 
website each Sunday morning before 
the service.

Facing Racism Series
The second in our Facing Racism 

series will be held on ZOOM at the date/
time shown below. If you would like to 
be included, please email the church: 
wuuch@myfairpoint.net, and Pam Blair 
will contact you. More information on 
the series, including additional resources, 
can be found on our website.

Facing Racism 
Forum II: 
Racism and 
Criminal Justice
October 15 7:00 pm 

- 8:30 pm

Please watch 13th, 
a documentary by 
Ava DuVernay (Netflix 
and YouTube), as well 
as Why Fixing the U.S. 
Bail Bonding System 
is Tricky (YouTube), 
in advance of the 
meeting. 

Food Collection For The Food Shelf
Please leave your offerings of non- 

perishable food or personal items in the 
crate on the porch of Hastings Memorial 
Parish House, 14 Union Street. Deliveries 
go to the Fall Mountain Food Shelf at 
noon the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the 
month (October 9 and 23). Thank you for 
your contributions!

For more information, visit www.
walpoleunitarianchurch.org

   – Wendy Harty

Some of the Walpole flamingos  
are getting frisky
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Having had numerous conversations 
with those who have coordinated the 
Reuse Center in the past, I have come 
to appreciate the great generosity and 
good will of those attending, donating, 
and volunteering their time at the Reuse 
Center. In the planning of the new 
building, many concerns facing the day-
to-day operation of the old Reuse Center 
were brought to my attention. The most 
important concern expressed can be 
summarized in a quick story that I would 
like to tell. 

A young man recently approached me 
and asked, “Hey Ben, what happens to 
reuse donations that nobody wants in 
the Reuse Center?-Do they wander off 
to the island of misfit toys with Rudolph 
and Yukon Cornelius?” I had a good 
laugh, gave him a socially distant air high 
five, and walked away smiling. The short 
answer to that young man’s question is 
that roughly 25% of all donated items 
end up in the municipal solid waste 
dumpster. These misfit or unusable items 
cannot be placed on the shelves and end 
up in the dumpster; costing the town of 
Walpole recycling center money because 
those items that need to be disposed of 
are not going through the weigh-and-pay 
system that we use for everything not in 
Walpole bags. We want to keep the free 
and giving spirit of the old Reuse Center, 
but also account for the true costs to the 
town going forward. Thus, all donations 
must be weighed in the recycling center 
using the carts outside (as we have 
done for other materials). Donations are 

free, but must meet the requirements 
outlined in our Reuse Center rule sheet 
which will be posted on our website and 
at the new Reuse Center. Donations are 
accepted at any time during business 
hours, but we will only be able to keep 
the Reuse Center open during time that 
a volunteer is present. All donations must 
be accepted by a member of the Walpole 
recycling team. 

We are now accepting donations 
via the Recycling Center scale (free of 
charge) effective immediately! Volunteer 
shelf stocking/meeting(s) will run all day 
(8:00 am – 4:00 pm) on Thursday, October 1. 
All are welcome to participate/volunteer. 
We are creating a live volunteer signup 
sheet on our website that will determine 
when the Reuse Shop will be open. Please 
check the hours for which volunteers 
have signed up before showing up to 
work at the Reuse Center (so that you 
know when the slot is going to be open). 
E. E. Houghton Company will be installing 
a new heater for the Reuse Center in the 
near future, allowing both our Recycling 
volunteers and Reuse volunteers to be 
much more comfortable going forward! 
We will keep Reuse Center open in winter 
with volunteer support going forward. 
We must adhere to the Governor’s orders 
pertaining to coronavirus regulations 
and occupancy levels. The Reuse Center 
will continue to be a food shelf donation 
operation, and home to friends of 
Walpole library book sale as well. Book 
purchases are exempt from the 3 item 
per vehicle rule that we have for other 
items at the Refuse Center. You may 
purchase as many books as you like for 
$2 per hardcover book.Those proceeds 
benefit the Friends of the Walpole library. 
The REUSE CENTER rules are as follows: 

We cannot accept the following 
items: TV’s, microwaves, refrigerators, 
magazines, car seats, clothing, shoes, 
bedding, curtains, couches, downhill skis, 
ski boots, typewriters, 8 track tapes, VCRs, 

cassettes, computers, monitors, artificial 
Christmas trees, stereo speakers. 

(The basic idea is that we are looking 
for clean items free of chips, cracks, and 
broken parts. High quality items move 
quickly and bring in the best donations 
for the Fall Mountain Food shelf.)

Shoppers at the reuse center are 
restricted to 3 items maximum per 
vehicle (except books). 

No items/donations to be brought 
directly into reuse center. 

All donations are to be weighed in at 
the recycling center and approved by 
Walpole recycling staff. 

Keep Yukon Cornelius and the misfit 
toy story in the back of your mind when 
making donations.  Have fun, and keep 
the spirit of giving and receiving alive 
and well at the new Walpole Reuse 
Center. 

Grand Opening– Saturday October 10!
        – Ben Hoy
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October is an ideal month to prepare 
your garden for the next growing season.  
It’s time to fertilize with compost and 
add soil amendments. Garlic and other 
bulbs can be planted now. It’s also time 
to transplant perennial flowers. If it’s 
done early enough in the month, the 
roots have time to settle into their new 
spot. Perhaps you’d like to try some new 
varieties?

There’s currently an interest in provid-
ing flowering plants for beleaguered 
bumblebees and other pollinators.  
Flower patches need not be large. Even 
if you have a small yard you can have a 
positive impact. I’d like to recommend 
some species that I’ve had success with 
in my yard through the years.

In springtime, lone female bumblebee 
queens are desperately foraging for 
food to start their small colonies in the 
ground. They pounce on almost anything 
in bloom, including dandelions. No 
need to have a perfect lawn, leave the 
dandelions!  

If you do have a larger space, 
bumblebees love any kind of fruit 
blossoms. Their proboscis or mouth 
is tube-shaped. It’s suited to the bell-
like shape of blueberry blossoms. Bees 
swarm over all manner of berry blossoms, 
red and black raspberries, blackberries, 
strawberries and fruit tree flowers. 

A very strong summer favorite of bees 
and butterflies is Echinacea, the pink 
coneflower. A patch of these flowers 

mesmerizes insects with nectar and 
pollen. One can creep quite close to 
watch without fear of being stung.  
Hummingbirds will also visit. The seeds 
later provide food for goldfinch during 
their nesting season.

Echinacea and dandelions 
are mem-bers of the 
Composite family.  Look closely 
and you will see a compact 
arrangement of tiny tubular 
flowers each with its own stamen 
and pistil. Each flower head is 
capable of producing dozens, if 
not hundreds, of seeds. Think of a 
dandelion seed globe. Each seed 
comes complete with parachute 
for transport to new ground.  

Other Composites loved by polli-
nators are sunflowers, goldenrods 

and asters. My favorite is the native New 
England aster. This tall plant has deep 
purple petals contrasted with an egg-
yolk yellow center. It blooms at the time 
adult monarch butterflies are packing 

on the calories to fuel their journey 
southward. The orange butterfly and the 
purple flowers are a gorgeous contrast.

The mint family is stellar for pollinators. 
It’s rare to see any type of mint not 
swarmed with hardworking bees. Basil is 
a mint. Try planting some in your garden 
next spring, let some go to flower then 
watch the parade of pollinators visit. A 
fun fact about mints is they have a square 
stem. I like one of the tallest mints, red 
bee balm. This favorite of hummingbirds 

is very easy to grow. Perennial mints 
spread easily, so give them space in a 
corner of the garden. 

Jewelweed is a native plant that grows 
well in damp soil. If you have any in your 
yard let it grow. Insects and hummingbirds 
love it! When it’s been pollinated it forms 
a one-inch green seedpod. When gently 
pinched, the covering of the pod erupts, 
causing the seeds to be propelled away 
from the mature plant. 

Autumn joy sedum is a late season 
winner for pollinators. This mid-height 
plant has a flat cluster of tiny pink 
flowers. It lights up with all manner of 
bees and butterflies earnestly working.  
This sturdy plant tolerates dry soil, even 
poor soil. 

Use time this month to plan and create 
a pollinator Utopia. By helping insects 
you are also helping birds and other 
critters that depend on them for a meal.  
People too, as many of the fruits, nuts 
and vegetables we enjoy are thanks to 
busy bees.
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Horse Thieves 
2020 Poster Available
As mentioned in last month’s Walpole 

Clarion, the Walpole Society for Bringing 
to Justice Horse Thieves and Pilferers of 
Hen Roosts and Clothes Lines (“Walpole 
Horse Thieves”) has printed their 2020 
membership poster.  To make it as easy 
as possible for members to pick up their 
copy of the poster, we have provided a 
supply of posters to Galloway Real Estate, 
47 Main St., Walpole NH.  Members can 
pick up a poster either there or from 
David Westover, president; Chas Street, 
vice president; or Lewis LaClair, clerk.  

The 2020 Horse Thieves poster lists 
all officers, Riders and members as of 
August 1, 2020.  The Riders are the 12 
Horse Thieves who have been members 
the longest.  The leader of the Riders is 
William Fletcher.  Other Riders for 2020 
are John Hubbard, Sheldon Sawyer, 
James Johnson, Bill Houghton, David 
Ramsey, Robert Rhodes, Ed Reardon Jr., 
Albert Bushway, Jr., Paul Galloway, Lewis 
McMahon and John Burrows.  

Normally the Horse Thieves hand out 
most posters at the biennial banquet.  
However, this year our banquet was 
postponed due to the COVID pandemic 
so we are making it as easy as possible 
to pick up copies of the poster, and have 
already handed out as many as in a 
banquet year.  As mentioned earlier, we 
hope to hold a make-up banquet in June 
2021, around the time of the postponed 
Old Home Days celebration.  

Membership in the Walpole Horse 
Thieves is open to any man 18 years or 
older who lives in Walpole, pays a $2 
lifetime dues and signs the membership 
book.  If you are interested in joining 
the Horse Thieves please contact Lewis 
LaClair, clerk (756-0001, or LLaclair@
Advancedrisk.com).             – Lewis LaClair

North Walpole 
The Scarecrows Are Coming!
The North Walpole Village Park will 

be decorating the fence facing Main 
Street with scarecrows. We ask that you 
and your family make the scarecrow of 
your choice (nothing political please), 
and bring it to the park on Saturday, 
October 3rd, between 8:00 am and noon. 
Volunteers will attach them to the fence 
where they will remain for the month of 
October. Businesses are encouraged to 
participate.                            

– Diane Harty

Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month Stamp Contest
October is Breast Cancer Awareness 

Month. The Postal Service conducts an 
internal contest to promote the sale of 
this stamp at their retail locations across 
the country. Last year the Walpole Post 
office participated in the Alzheimer 
stamp promotion, ending as #2 in the 
country. We are hoping to be #1 in Breast 
Cancer Stamp sales this year. These postal 
stamps are currently 65 cents, with the 
additional 10 cents going to the National 
Institutes of Health and the Medical 
Research Program at the Department of 
Defense. As of July, 2020, $91.4 million 
have been raised.  Thank you.

                      – Lori Haddad, Postmaster, Walpole

Non-fiction Book Group 
The next meeting of the Non-Fiction 

Book Group will be Monday, October 5, 
at 6:00 pm via Zoom. Since no consensus 
could be reached on what to read for our 
October meeting, we settled on three 
book reports by members:

CASTE: The Origins of Our Discontents 
by Isabel Wilkerson

EVIL GENIUSES: The Unmaking of 
America: A Recent History by Kurt 
Andersen

THE SYSTEM: Who Rigged It and How we 
Can Fix It by Robert Reich.

Advanced warning about the Monday 
November 2 evening discussion, the day 
before the election, Let the People Pick 
the President: The Case for Abolishing the 
Electoral College by Jesse Wegman For 
more information, call 756-3695

               – Ron MacLachlan

A crowd of stuffed shirts is just beginning to gather in North Walpole.
photoS: Jan KobeSKi
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North Walpole 
Branch Library Update
It’s been a busy and exciting time for 

the library.  We are finishing up the last 
of the renovations by repairing and 
painting the front of the Bridge Memorial 
Library.  Also, a new Library Director, Jane 
Malmberg, started on September 21.

As you know ,our North Walpole 
Branch has been closed since the spring 
because of the pandemic.  The North 
Walpole Branch is an important part of 
the offerings of the library.  With Rose 
Werden retiring after decades of service 
to the library, the board will need to find 
a new way to staff the branch.  We are 
also evaluating new opportunities to 
serve the community of North Walpole 
far into the future.  We hope to have this 
resolved in the coming months.

Hello, Walpole
Greetings fellow Walpoleans!  I am very 

excited to take on the position of Library 
Director for the Walpole Town Library.  
As a means of introduction, I thought I 
would take this opportunity to share a 
bit more of my background with you.  

I graduated from Simmons College 
in 2002 with a Master of Library and 
Information Science.  I started my career 
as a children’s librarian, working my way 
up to Supervisor of Children’s Services 
at the Newton Free Library where I was 
employed for nine years.  I then moved 
with my husband to Illinois and served 
as Children’s Services Manager at the 
Woodridge Public Library from 2016 
until spring of 2020, when we relocated 
to Walpole.  Prior to becoming a librarian, 
I worked for many years in the non-profit 
sector for the National Geographic 
Society and the Manchester Historic 
Association.

I am thrilled to be back on the east 
coast close to family.  We have enjoyed 
a very warm welcome here and the 
opportunity to spend the summer 
settling into our new home.  I encourage 
everyone to stop by the library and say 
hello. I look forward to meeting you and 
discussing ways the library can continue 
to support the needs of this wonderful 
community. Thank you,    – Jane Malmberg

The Library in October
Books, books and more books!  After 

being closed for several months we 
have lots of new books.  The shelves are 
bursting!  Come on in, no appointment 
needed and we are open our regular 
hours.  Masks are required and you will 
need to sanitize your hands when you 
come in the building (sanitizer provided). 
The North Walpole Branch remains 
closed at this time. 

Our new director, Jane Malmberg, has 
started.  Please come in and welcome 
her when you have a minute.  

Outside children’s programs are 
continuing.  Wiggle Time is at 10 am on 
Mondays and Story Time is at 10 am and 
5:30 pm on Wednesdays.  We meet out 
back behind the library.  Bring a blanket 
to help with social distancing, something 
to shake and something to wave.

Don’t forget to check out our Story 
Walk at Distant Hill Nature Trail.  There is 
a new book each month.  Just follow the 
pages along the trail and there are fun 
things to do between the pages!

                        – Julie Rios

If you have any questions, comments, 
ideas or suggestions, please do not 
hesitate to reach out to Jane Malmberg at 
the library during open hours.  The Board 
of Trustees also meets most months on 
the second Tuesday at 4:30 pm.  This is 
meeting is currently virtual, but open to 
the public.  

As a reminder, anyone living in 
Walpole (this includes North Walpole and 
Drewsville) can use the Bridge Memorial 
Library and enjoy all the benefits of the 
library, including: books, DVDs, online 
resources, programs and services.  For 
more information, please visit the 
website at www.walpoletownlibrary.org.

We appreciate your patience as we get 
back on track with all of our programs 
and services!  Thank you.

  – Library Board of Trustees

photoS: Jan KobeSKi
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Theater on the Common
The Importance of Being Earnest
On Saturday, September 12, the 

Walpole Players presented a staged 
version of an  abridged version of the 
classic Oscar Wilde farcical comedy ‘The 
Importance of Being Earnest’ outside on 
the Town Common.  

Directed by Lisa Bryan, the skilled 
cast brought the juicy characters of this 
100+ year old comedy to life.  The two 
main characters – John Worthing and 
Algernon Montcrief – were hilariously 
played by Tom Durnford and Chuck 
Lessard, respectively.  The objects of 
their affection were strongly played 
by Jenny Plante (as Cecily) and Juliana 
Stevens (as Gwendolyn), with Ruth Pratt 
(as the indomitable Lady Bracknell), 
Mike Delaney (Rev. Chausable), Deb 
Robarge (Miss Prism) and Judy Epstein 
(Merriman).  

It was not difficult for the audience 
to imagine the green lawn in front of 
the gazebo becoming the London flat 
of Mr. Montcrief and Cecily’s country 
manor house, and the common was 
a surprisingly pleasant site to watch 
a play.  The Players’ new audio system 
made being able to hear the lines not 
only possible but effortless, thanks to 
technical director Adam Terrell.  

Director Lisa Bryan tells The Clarion 
that, in light of COVID-19 and the Town 
and State guidelines, she also tried to 
have the actors remain socially distant 
in their own pod, well-away from the 
audience, since the actors couldn’t wear 
masks. They changed the script in places 
to accommodate this, since they couldn’t 
have the characters kissing each other or 
shaking hands.  The actors blew kisses, 
bowed, and waved from a distance! Early 
on, Julie Stevens even brought some 
sticks cut to 6 feet for the cast to practice 
with, so they could see how far away 
they needed to be!

The early autumn weather could not 
have been better for the nearly 100 
audience members, some of whom 
brought snacks and refreshments to 
enjoy while watching the performance.  
A fun time was had by all.

Bravo to the Players for creating a 
memorable performance in the midst of 
a pandemic!  Encore!                - Tara Sad
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Hooper Institute News
It is harvest time. The Walpole 

Community Garden is bursting with 
flowers and vegetables, but what a 
surprise to have such an early frost. 
The last of the basil and tomatoes were 
harvested from the school gardens, with 
beds of potatoes waiting for the students 
to dig up. The students are masked up 
when we teach outside, and are oh 
so happy to be back with the Hooper 
Institute educators. We are thrilled to be 
with them too! The school community is 
relishing the beauty of the ever blooming 
zinnias, and the last of the sunflowers 
are visited daily by the goldfinches. 
October is budget planning time for us 
as we look ahead to the end of the year. 
If you would like to make a donation or 
gift to the Hooper Institute to help us 
continue our educational efforts here in 
Walpole, please email hooperinstitute@
myfairpoint.net.

Thank you, and happy October!
   – Helen Dalbeck



15

 

Congregational Church of Walpole 

Famous Chicken BBQ 
October 17th 

Curb Side Pick Up 4:00-5:30 
 $7 for half chicken 

Tickets at Galloway’s  
or call 603-313-4801

Well I did, and a-Googling away I went, 
and I found out viruses don’t eat. But in 
my search I learned how viruses act and 
react. Viruses are deadly. They kill twice 
as many people as cancer does – around 
15 million people every year. Vaccines 
have saved many lives, but for most 
viruses there is no cure.

All viruses are very simple, they are 
made up of an outer shell of protein 
which carries the virus’s DNA (or RNA) – 
the genetic code with the instructions for 
making new copies of the virus. Viruses are 
all around us. Every day we each breathe 
in over 100,000,000 of them. Most viruses 
are harmless, but some can make us sick. 
Viruses invade the cells of our bodies 
and hijack the microscopic machines 
inside our cells to produce millions of 
copies of the virus. Bursting out of a cell, 
their invasion spreads throughout the 
body. Antibodies in our immune system 
fight back. Antibodies are key weapons 
against viruses in our immune system. 
They are molecules made by our white 
blood cells to fight off invaders and keep 
us healthy. Vaccines, with antigens, help 
produce new antibodies in our system to 
protect us.

But are viruses alive? This is a hard 
question to answer. Viruses are much 
simpler than other organisms that we 

definitely consider alive. Simple doesn’t 
mean not alive. Viruses don’t grow or move 
themselves, or eat or use energy, and 
they can’t reproduce on their own. They 
must invade our cells to make millions 
of copies of the virus using the genetic 
blueprint carried in the virus. Viruses 
need a host cell in order to replicate. 
They can’t replicate without a host. 
Comparing a virus to humans, viruses 
do not grow, metabolize or maintain a 
constant internal environment. By this 
definition, viruses are not alive - they are 
freeloaders.

What Do Viruses Eat? - Did You Ever Wonder About It?
Vaccines give your immune system 

a head start in protecting you. The first 
successful vaccine was developed in 
1796 against the smallpox virus. Smallpox 
killed about 500 million people in the 
20th century. This vaccine was extremely 
effective over time, and in 1979 smallpox 
was officially declared to be extinct.

Until we have a vaccine for COVID-19, 
and even after, please remember: Wear 
Your Mask,  exercise Social Distancing, 
and Wash Your Hands.

         – Ray Boas

Flu Vaccine Clinic
The Greater Sullivan County Public 

Health Network will be hosting a drive 
through flu vaccine clinic for all area 
children ages 4-19 on Saturday October 
10th from 10am to 3pm at Fall Mountain 
Regional High School in Langdon, NH. 
Permission forms and information are 
being sent home through the schools 
but there will also be permission forms 
available at the clinic.  

If you have any questions please 
contact any of the Fall Mountain Regional 
School District School Nurses by calling 
your town’s school. This is not a school 
sponsored event.               

– Emily Frithsen



Asti Spumante (Barbara Ball)
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Race Equality
“There is no reason to believe that 

one race is by nature so much more 
intelligent, endowed with great will 
power, or emotionally more stable 
than another that the difference would 
materially influence its culture.” – Franz 
Boas, Race, Language, and Culture (first 
published 1910, and still in print)

Boas has been called the “Father of 
American Anthropology.” Based on his 
writings, anthropologists and other 
social scientists began to see that 
differences among races resulted not 
from physiological factors, but from 
historical events and circumstances. Race 
itself was a cultural construct. Because of 
his writings on race, Hitler ordered Boas’s 
books burned in the 1930s. Franz Boas 
(1858-1942) is my great-grandfather.

   – Ray Boas

Franz Boas
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Reader Commentary

Gateway - Land In Holding
I can tell you that time can repeat 

itself, as it has with me.  I have spent 
innumerable hours on the former 
property known as the Walpole Gateway 
as a kid growing up in that neighborhood.  
A place where I went to target practice, 
go fishing, pick sweet corn and ride dirt 
bikes.  Luckily, 45 years later not much 
has changed.  I have been to the gravel 
bar on the river fishing and kayaking 
from the same location this summer.  
Walpole has acquired an asset that can 
suit any outbound person conveniently.

This location offers high visibility and 
proximity to the village. This big prize 
needs to be regularly thinned and brush 
hogged to maintain its openness and 
provide a view of the landscape to its 
waters.  

Our Legacy
What do you want it to be? What do 

you wish for your children? What do you 
wish for this country?

No matter your political party, think of 
the life you wish to live.

Consider the following from the 
Declaration of Independence. (Capitals 
as in the original.)

“WE hold these truths to be self-
evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the 
Pursuit  of Happiness — That to secure 
these Rights, Governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just Powers 
from the Consent of the Governed, that 
whenever any Form of Government 
becomes destructive of these Ends, it is 
the Right of the People to alter or abolish 
it, and to institute new Government, 
laying its Foundation on such Principles, 
and organizing such Powers in such 
Form, as to them shall seem most likely 
to effect their Safety and Happiness.”

Consider a life where everyone 
feels safe from oppression; safe from 
curtailment of free speech; safe from 
barricades against truth.

Consider a life with access to the 
education you want; to the healthcare 
you need; to your unfettered speech and 
expression of ideas. 

We know that not everyone in our 
world, our country, and even our town, 
has access to the opportunities and life 
goals they desire. 

If we do not vote - for whatever reason 
- we are complicit in pursuit of the 
degradation of the ideals upon which 
our country was founded. 

I urge you to consider how you want 
this country to go forward. 

I urge you to consider the inter-
connectedness of this world. 

Would you reject a cry for help from 
your neighbor? Every person is our 

Rescue Thank You
I wish to thank the Walpole Emergency 

& Rescue Squad for helping to save my 
life on August 21 past. 

That evening, while having supper 
after an afternoon that included 
exercise, I found myself on the kitchen 
floor, sweating profusely and unable 
to get up. My wife quickly called 911. 
Seemingly within minutes there was 
a knock at the door. A fellow rushed in 
and asked critical questions such as, 
“Can you hear me?” “Can you talk?” “… 
smile?” He instantly contacted someone 
on a communication device and gave 
what I later found out to be life-critical 
information. By then there was a flurry 
of activity around me administered by 
a team of highly competent individuals. 
(I never once thought it was my closing 
minutes.) 

From there, it was a relay race and 
I was the baton. A quick “slow-down” 
request  ambulance ride to Keene where 
I was passed off to a team of  medical 
professionals who did things, passing me 
off to two green suited men who took me 
to a waiting helicopter which swooped 
us to Dartmouth and once there down a 
couple long halls into an operating room 
where another team was waiting.

What happened there was quite 
extraordinary. Two young doctors 
introduced themselves to me and 
immediately after preparation began 
“fumbling” with my right wrist. After a 
short time had passed, I asked when 
they were going to get started. They 
said, “We’re almost done.” They had put 
in a stent which opened a blocked artery 
to my heart. 

This is a happy story. (Whew!) Thanks to 
the men and women who ran those relay 
legs getting me the treatment I needed in 
record time. Again, thanks to all starting 
with that initial communication which I 
suspect set up the race. Thank you all for 
a job well done.

– Charles Phillips 
   Living Walpole resident

To the Town of Walpole  
and surrounding towns:
My last day of driving for UPS was 

September 30.  When I first started driving 
in May of 1985, my route consisted 
of Chesterfield, West Chesterfield, 
Westmoreland and Walpole.  That was a 
lot of territory to cover.  When computers 
and the Internet became common place, 
my area was reduced to Walpole and 
North Walpole.  When I first started there 
was no 911 addresses, it was all RR 1 and 
RR 2 box numbers.  That made for a lot 
of confusing deliveries.  Thankfully the 
Walpole Postmaster, Paul McGuirk, was 
my go-to person in helping me locate 
deliveries and was a big help.

I feel I am a very lucky person to be 
able to deliver packages for 35 years 
in such a nice community.  I have seen 
your children grow up, get married, and 
have children of their own and that has 
been very special to me.  Your generosity 
over the years with homemade treats, 
holiday tips, and prayers during difficult 
times has been greatly appreciated.  I 
also want to thank the Walpole Highway 
Department.  I spent a lot of time driving 
around the roads that they maintained, 
you could not ask for a better crew. 

Thank you for letting me get to know 
you all. God Bless you all   

– Gary Levesque

The second level has a small field which 
is slowly disappearing from overgrowth.  
The larger lower field will be reduced in 
size if cutting back isn’t done. The little 
jingle I have in my head is If It’s Not Kept 
Clean, It Wont Easily Be Seen. Let’s see this 
Gateway as more than just a path to the 
river. It’s a project for the many who can 
see the rewards.

Thank you.  
– Tom Murray

neighbor, as we are theirs. Every country 
is our neighbor, as we are theirs. 

Each of us is born with a gift. To discover 
that gift and to achieve its fulfillment, we 
must have the venue that welcomes that 
gift. 

Others matter - as we are their “other.”
I urge you not to be complicit by being 

silent. 
I urge you to vote. 
   – France Menk



...unlike most New England
villages, Walpole did not develop 
around its Common? The boundaries of 
Walpole’s Common were not completed 
until 1815 – 63 years after the Town’s 
founding. But is it a ‘common’, or a 
‘green’? Louise Andrews Kent in Village 
Greens Of New England 
(1948) states, “In old 
records we often read 
that greens are common 
property maintained 
by the towns.” In some 
towns the green land 
is owned by adjoining 
property owners, thus 
not common grounds 
for the townspeople. 
She says a few pages 
later, “old records reveal 
also that there was little 
distinction between 
greens and commons.” 
At that time, Webster’s 
definition was, “a 
common is a place for 
pleasure, for pasturage,” 
and a green is defined 
as “a common, as a 
village green.” Perfectly 
clear, right?

Kent further states commons 
(or greens) “developed because 
they were necessary to the life of 
the settlement.” A common would 
provide the frame around which 
one found the Meeting House, a 
tavern or two, shops, and stately 
homes. A town would develop 
around its common. Col. Bellows 
originally intended his town be 
built with his homestead at its 
center, but it ended up starting a 
half mile south at the top of Old 
North Main Street and worked 
south. There were other moves 
of the village’s focus, but that is 
another complicated tale.

River Road, ca.1796, created the first 
“boundary” of today’s Common. Coming 
from the south, it extended to Turnpike 
Street (now Main Street) forming the 
west side of what became Washington 
Square. The first structure built here is 
my home, in 1806. Col. Bellows gave 
his son, Benjamin Jr., a 330-acre tract 
which included the west side of Main 
Street from today’s Westminster Street 
south. Benjamin, Jr., created three lots 
in the stretch from Westminster Street 
to Middle Street. At the end of these 
three lots, reserved were “eight rods 
wide across west end of said land for 
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

use of Common when there shall be a 
road opened at west and adjoining said 
Common and not before.” Bordering the 
southernmost lot, Middle Street was laid 
out in 1801. Next, running from today’s 
Fountain Square, Westminster Street was 
completed in 1806-8 heading to the river 
and the new covered bridge.

Finishing the outline of the Common 
was “Back Street,” completed about 
1815, on the east side. Middle Street 
was angled in a south westerly direction, 
instead of due west, probably to join at 
the corner of the lot on the west side of 
River Road instead of intersecting it. An 
old sidewalk still can be seen extending 
due west from Middle Street. Walpole’s 
Common - for over one hundred and 
fifty years called Washington Square - 
was now complete.



 

You Need  
to Know That…

Cheez Whiz
Invented 1952, the name Cheez 

Whiz is obviously a misspelling of 
the word cheese combined with the 
word whiz, which describes a person 

with remarkable skill, such as the 
consumer with the wisdom to use 

this incredible product..
Can be used to:

• Clean Grease from Clothes - Rub  
a dollop of Cheez Whiz  

into the grease stain and run 
through a regular wash cycle  

with detergent. The enzymes in 
Cheez Whiz will help loosen  

the grease stain..
• Fight Plaque - According to 

studies done by the Dow Institute 
for Dental Studies, eating  

5 grams of cheddar cheese before 
meals eliminates  

the acid production of plaque.
• Condition Hair and Prevent  

Split Ends and Frizzies - Massage 
Cheez Whiz into dry hair, cover  

with a shower cap for 30 minutes, 
then shampoo and rinse thoroughly.
• Shave - If you run out of shaving 

cream slather on Cheez Whiz

Adapted from: CLEAN YOUR CLOTHES WITH 
CHEEZ WHIZ, And Hundreds of Offbeat  

Uses for Dozens More Brand-Name 
Products by Joey Green.
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From Page 18

The Common has been enjoyed by 
all. For many years, roads crisscrossed 
the Common diagonally, meeting in 
front of Town Hall. One from Middle 
Street northwest, and the other at the 
northeast corner from Westminster 
Street southwest. Tennis matches were 
played there in 1883, but in 1884 there 
were complaints that baseball players 
were too noisy and profane on the 
Common. Thus, in 1887, it was voted 
to ban ball playing. At the same time 
the roads crossing the Common were 
discontinued. In 1872 it was voted that 
no circus or menagerie shall exhibit on 
the Common. An article in the Keene 
Sentinel, September 30, 1880, reported 
the Walpole Town Fair, primarily an 
agricultural fair, was a success with no 
horse racing, no entrance fees, and 

everything exhibited was home grown 
or homemade. When the fair closed, the 
article concluded, “Washington Square 
is now deserted - no pens, no cattle, no 
swine, no sheep, no horses; but a savory 
fragrance lingers that is not altogether 
pleasant.”

On August 11, 1909, a performance 
of Percy MacKaye’s Canterbury Pilgrims, 
was presented before a crowd of 
1,000 on the Common, including then 
Governor Quimby. One thousand people 
again assembled under a tent for diner, 
Sunday, September 1, 2002, as Walpole 
celebrated its 250th anniversary. And in 
attendance was then Governor Jeanne 
Shaheen. And, most recently The Walpole 
Players performed to a somewhat smaller 
group, held back in attendance only by 
COVID-19.

	 						The

Walpole  
Clarion  

On-line
Would you like to read or share 

your Clarion on-line? Would you 
like to receive Clarion reminders 
of closing dates or events? Then, 
head to https://thewalpoleclarion.
com and scroll down on the right to 
“Follow this Blog” and sign up.

A portion of the particularly well-
dressed audience (facing south) 
August 11, 1909, during Canterbury 
Pilgrims
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Newspaper Club
We are just starting Newspaper Club 

next week after getting the first full week 
under our belts. We will not have any 
submissions this month but we will for 
the months that follow.I’m hoping to get 
a lot of sixth graders to join our big grade 
7 group.                              

– Jacob Gagnon

Gleanings  
from the Town Minutes
Zoning Board - Sept 16
Signage: Genden Auto Parts Store 

– North Meadow Plaza – 32-square-
foot sign to replace the Sears sign that 
was there. Owner John Lamoureux 
was present to answer questions. Mr. 
Lamoureux said his parents live in Alstead 
so he knows the area. He has stores in 
Springfield, Greenfield, Deerfield and 
Shelburne Falls, all in Massachusetts. 
He opened the same kind of store in 
Wilmington, VT, last year and said it is 
doing very well. He has been eyeing 
the space in North Meadow Plaza for a 
while. He plans to open the store in late 
October or early November. There being 
no further questions Mr. Edkins made a 
motion to approve the sign.

Michael Nerrie, requested a hearing 
for Detached Accessory Dwelling Unit 
variance for Distant Hill Gardens. He 
proposes a 900 square foot pre-built 
modular home to serve as living quarters 
for a couple who will take care of the 125 
acres of gardens and nature trails that 
are open to the public. The ordinance 
requires the entire building be within the 
150 feet of the main building. A public 
hearing has been set for October.

Jim Jones wants to appeal to the 
ZBA about the signs at 8 Prospect 
Hill. Mr. Jones did not come to the 
meeting because he said in an email, 
“Unfortunately due to my current health 
condition, the virus has me unable to 
attend public places…I am writing to 
you to appeal a Select Board decision 
regarding the signs at 8 Prospect Hill 
Road. The Select Board has decided that 
the signs are temporary and are not a 
violation of the ordinance. Even though 
two of them are attached to buildings at 
the residence, one advertising a business 
and clearly larger than the six square feet 
permitted.”

The Select Board’s decision was that the 
political signs are considered temporary 
and will come down eventually. The 
unapproved minutes say that “The 
person submitting the complaint is 
asking the Select Board to support his 
interpretation of the ordinance that the 
signs should not be there. Mr. Dalessio 
does not feel there is a violation of the 
Zoning Ordinance. Mrs. Pschirrer noted 
this resident can request an Appeal to 
the Zoning Board. The Select Board feels 
this is a matter of “Free Speech”. Further, 
in discussions with the NH Municipal 
Association, any concerned citizen who 
is not directly affected cannot make an 
appeal. Mr. Jones is not an abutter. “If 
you don’t live near the place that you are 
complaining about, you are not directly 
affected.” Mr. Jones will be notified of the 
ZBA’s decision.

However, “Regarding the sign on 
the barn/studio, Ms. Mansouri said it is 
too large. No one on the Board could 
remember the owner of that property 
ever coming in to request signage for 
the barn. The secretary will research 
when the owner bought the house, look 
through the files to see if he applied for 
a Special Exception and, if not, the Board 
wants the secretary to write the Select 
Board to ask the owner to come to the 
next Zoning Board meeting.”

This year’s tent caterpillar invasion 
seems particularly intense, with 

some colonies virtually festooning 
entire trees.  They’re turning up 

everywhere…

photo: Jan KobeSKi
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Hooper Golf Course 
Ranked 13th in the World
 In Golf Magazine’s September issue, 

a journal with over a million circulation, 
they tasked their 88-member Top 100 
Courses ranking panel to compile their 
inaugural ranking of the world’s 50 
greatest 9-hole tracks. “A good 9-holer,” 
golf coach Mike Dutton says, “knows 
what it is - intimate, local, welcoming - 
and avoids what it isn’t - pretentious, 
punitive, grand.” We are not certain 
how many 9-hole courses exist, but 
there are 277 in England alone, and 
likely over a thousand in the U.S. Five 
courses in England, Scotland and 
Ireland ranked higher than Hooper; 
for the remaining courses in the U.S., 
Hooper was ranked 13th best. This 
heady recognition follows previous 
shout outs for USA courses where 
Links Magazine ranked Hooper 
#2, Anthony Pioppi’s The Finest 
Nines, ranked Hooper #7, and the 
world renowned golf architect 
Tom Doak has Hooper as one of 
the best “Small-town Clubs” and 
second best 9-hole course in the 
USA.   

                                – David Howell

Walpole Business Notes
Joanie Joan’s On the Go!
You may have seen our new delivery van with our logo on it buzzing around town. 

We are very excited to let everyone know we also have a new website, joaniejoans.
com.

Many of our fellow Walpoleans have been trying out our new business model.
Since we no longer have customers coming in to the shop to enjoy our yummy 

food, we are now offering a “Food Club“ service 3 days a week (Monday, Wednesday & 
Friday) of pre-made, homemade prepared meals, with delivery to your home or place 
of business. If you live outside our delivery area, we arrange a curbside pickup time. 

We still offer custom baking, and we have a few other things up our sleeves for 
the future. We will keep you informed as we move along on our new 

adventures.
Please check out the new website, and contact 

us if you have any questions. Thank you again for 
your business and support.     

– Joan Ireland
Your 100 word submission of “business notes” is welcome for 

possible insertion.
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FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 9 years of publication:

One Year Ago (October, 2019) - Chamberlain Machine Inc. was recently 
awarded the national 2019 Small Business Environmental Stewardship Award 
for its work with the NHDES Small Business Technical Assistance Program (SBTAP) 
and Pollution Prevention Program (NHPPP) to significantly reduce or eliminate 
waste streams, and improve energy conservation and recycling.

Three Years Ago (October, 2017) - Mechanical Madness - Walpole is the 
newest home to a FIRST Robotics club! FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition 
of Science and Technology) is a national program that creates an environment 
filled with competition, learning, and sharing. The new team is run through the 
Cheshire County 4-H.

Five Years Ago (October, 2015) - Joseph Francis Bushway of North Walpole 
died in August, 2015, months shy of his 100th birthday. He was the proud holder 
of the Boston Cane, a New England tradition, since 1909, to honor a town’s oldest 
citizen. Established by the Boston Post newspaper, Walpole received one of the 
canes, and still maintains it.

Seven Years Ago (October, 2013) -The Walpole High School Class of 1958 
celebrated its 55th Class Reunion with the Vikings. The Class of 1958 was small 
– only twenty. In 1957, Froydis Krossoy, aka “Sunny”, joined the Class of ‘58 as 
an exchange student from Norway for her senior year. She proposed the trip to 
return the hospitality received while in Walpole..”

Keep Up on  
Walpole Happenings

Receive almost daily updates
Visit  The Walpolean

https://thewalpolean.org/
Sign Up to  

FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL

Elwud’s Vacation!
While out for a ride, stopped at Wilmot 

Park & Go, and lo and behold saw Elwud 
coming out the door with a 12 pack.

“Where you been? Haven’t seen you in 
over a week and starting to worry!”

“Well sir”, he says, “Me and Velma been 
on a vacation.”

“What do you take a vacation from?” I 
ask.  “You don’t work.  Usually a vacation 
is time off from work!”

“Well sir, sometimes one has to take a 
vacation from smart mouth friends, like 
you!”

“Ouch!  That was a good one.   Where 
did you all go?”

“There warn’t no all to it, just me 
and Velma. And we went as far north 
in Maine as one could go and then ten 
miles farther.”

“Ten miles farther? Wouldn’t that put 
you in Quebec?”

“No sir, we went to Allagash, ran out 
of regula road and then went ten miles 
on “rougher than a cob” path through 
the wilderness.  ‘T’was more like a wild 
animal path, then a road. My cousin, 
Zach, has a cabin up thar, what he let 
us use. It’s on a pond, where ya has to 
go ta git yer water for everything and 
there ain’t no electric nor communicatin’ 
‘vailability.  So’s ya might say we was 
roughin’ it!  Velma would go to the pond 
in the mornin’ and get a bucket of water 
for coffee and dishes. As there weren’t 
no indoor plumbing, so we had to use 
a little house out behind the cabin.  It 
had a hornets nest inside but if you was 
real quiet and left the door open, they 
wouldn’t bother yar’ none.  The only 
problem with leaving the door open was 
the pesky raccoon, who would come by 
and stare at you. That sorta made Velma 
nervous. After breakfast, I would go 
down to the pond and do a little fishin’.  
They was a’bitin’ real good and I caught 
me a two pound, largemouth bass.  I laid 
him on the ground behind me, and two 
minutes later I had another bite.  At the 
same time I heard a noise behind me, 
and thinkin’ it was Velma, ignored it.  
Well sir, this time I hauled in a nice brown 
trout, and, after unhookin’ it, turned to 
put it with the bass. What do you think 
I saw?  That darn pesky raccoon running 
off with my fish!  He’s lucky Fish & Game 
took my shotgun when they came by.  
They said I could pick it up after I got a 
Maine license or left the state.

“Well sir, I gave up fishing for the day 

and headed back to the cabin. On arrival, 
I found Velma sitting in the truck.  ‘What’s 
up?’ says I.

“’Hurry, get in the truck, there is a 
big old black bear in the cabin and he’s 
makin’ a mess by the sounds of it!’”

“Well sir, we spent a cuppla more 
hours awaitin’ on Mr. Bruin to finish his 
business.  Finally he left, takin’ most of 
the door with him.  Well I waited awhile 
and finally, figurin’ he wasn’t comin’ back, 
went inside.  Holy Moley, the stench was 
suffercatin’!  Thar’s an old question that 
asks, ‘Does a bear $&*% in the woods?’ 
The answer is, ‘Normally, yes but on this 
partickular day, he, also did it in our 
cabin!!!’ I swear that bear musta been 
constipated for a month.  Zack’s gonna 
need a payloada ta get that mess cleaned 
up.

“We grab anything that could be 
salvaged, got in the truck and here we 
are, aheadin’ home.   From the comments 
I’ve listened to all the way from Allagash, 
I don’t think we will be takin’ ‘nother 
vacation, at least not to Zack’s cabin in 
northern Maine.”

Velma yelled from the truck, “Come on 
‘Jeremiah Johnson’, I want to get home 
and take a shower!”

The last I saw of Elwud, he was headed 
down the highway, and I swear he was 
wearing earmuffs!  Strange fellow.
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Publisher’s Corner
Six months into it, and I am afraid a 

long way to go. I had heard that the 
“official start date” for the pandemic 
was my birthday, but I certainly do 
not want the blame. Checking today 
I searched and found, “On March 11, 
2020 the Novel Coronavirus Disease, 
COVID-19, was declared a pandemic 
by the World Health Organization. On 
March 13, 2020 a national emergency 
was declared in the United States 
concerning the COVID-19 Outbreak.” 
Phew, it just sandwiches my special 
day. The national news on this, and 
other, events changes focus and 
“truths” every day - frustrating at 
best. The Clarion’s focus, however, 
will remain true, sincere, honest, 
and, hopefully, newsworthy for you 
to spend time with.

As with previous months since 
the pandemic began, again we 
have a full 24 pages, and again 
what I hope is of interest to you. My 
“Did You Know That…” article this 
month comes from the talk I gave 
at the Horse Thieves 200th birthday 
celebration in 2016, and is part of 
another book I am working on. Paul 
Looney and I, for over a year, have 
been delving into the history of the 
bells of Walpole. Eventually another 
tale to ring aloud. But first you can 
read what Chuck says about the bell 
ringing at the First Congregational 
Church.

Fall has begun, and it will be 
different. As of press time, a local 
decision on how Halloween will be 
handled has not yet been made. What 
you will need to know will be the 
subject of a news post on the Clarion 
website, the Clarion FaceBook page, 
and The Walpolean. Please do sign 
up to receive information as posted 
on each outlet.

And the September primary went 
well with safety measures in place for 
everyone’s protection. Some lessons 
were learned for improvements, as 
Peggy has addressed in her article 
this month. So make sure and VOTE 
November 3, and Wear Your Mask, 
exercise Social Distancing, and Wash 
Your Hands. These precautions for all 
are with us for the long term.

     – Ray Boas, Publisher

Passed
Bruce Chamberlain

September 13, 1960 - August 31, 2020 

Graduated
Kari Ann Fletcher 

Doctor of Physical Therapy, Husson U. 
May, 2020

Born
Mia Viola Flanders

August 21, 2020 
7lb, 10 oz, 22”

To William Lyle & 
Jennifer Ellen (Roentsch) Flanders 

Grandparents:
Kristi & the late William Flanders  

of Morrisville, Vermont
Byron & Amelia Fletcher  

of Walpole, 
& the late Peter Roentsch
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The Players were back. See page 11.


