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A New Year – Hopefully for the Better

Wear Your Mask – Socially Distance – Wash Your Hands
It is NOT political – it is the RIGHT thing to do, 

and is out of respect and concern for your neighbor, 
and also to save your life

From Peggy’s Desk
Zeros degrees, mountains of snow, 

increased Covid-19 exposures and cases!  
Wow! What a week this has been.  And 
this morning a reluctant computer 
– possibly because of a midnight power 
outage.  What is next?

Actually, I feel quite upbeat on this 
frigid, but very bright morning.  Walpole 
is coping quite well with all that nature 
has thrown our way. What started as a 
prediction of 3-6”, then 6-12” snowstorm 
just kept coming and finally stopped at 
maybe 18 or 20 inches of fluffy snow.

It brought with it the stories of times 
past when we regularly had winters of 
multiple inches of snow, exciting “snow 
days” and runs on bread and milk as if 
we would never emerge from the storm 
without starvation looking us in the 
face.  Yes, I remember my first blizzard 
as a grade-schooler in Illinois - long 
before cellphones, Facebook, Twitter 
etc.  Somehow, we knew there would be 
no school as the winds howled over the 
flat prairie and snow piled high around 
the house.  Of course, we struggled into 
snow suits and boots and went outside 
with sleds to celebrate.  Inside, the house 
smelled of soup, hot chocolate and 
cookies!   I do not remember another 
snow day in my twelve years of school 
in Canton, Ill.  We walked to school 
regardless of the weather; only the farm 
kids got school days because the buses 
sometimes couldn’t make their routes.   

Town Election 
Openings 2021

This election cycle there are eleven town 
positions that will be on the ballot. When 
an incumbent’s term expires, he or she 
must again refile to be placed on the ballot 
for re-election if desired. Any resident who 
is interested in serving their community 
may also file to be placed on the ballot for 
election day. Often there is competition in 
Walpole’s elections when there are more 
people running than open spots.

Of the eleven positions on the 2021 
town ballot, the spots are for one position, 
except in the case of the Zoning Board of 

Filing Period
for Town Office Elections 

will begin January 20 and end  
at 5 pm Friday, January 29. 

The Town Clerk’s office will be open 
3-5 pm, Friday, January 29,  

per State Law for filing.
See column at right for positions to be filled.

Petition Warrant Article  
Deadline 

is Tuesday February 2  
– the last day a petition may be  

accepted for inclusion as a 
 “warrant article” on election day.  
The petition must be signed by 25  
or more voters or 2% of the total  

voter registration, whichever is less
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Calling All Horse Thieves 
2021 Annual Meeting
The “Horse Thieves” annual meeting 

will be held Saturday, January 16 at 6:30 
Pm via ZOOM. Due to the rash of COVID 
cases, the Town Hall is closed to in-person 
meetings. To protect our members and 
make it as easy as possible for everyone 
to attend, our annual meetings will be 
held via ZOOM.  

For those who have not used ZOOM 
before, it is easy to use, but you must 
download a ZOOM app to your smart-
phone or computer. It generally takes 
only 5 minutes to download the app and 
join a meeting, but you need to start a 
little early because last year’s Annual 
Meeting only lasted 11 minutes! To 
download the app and join the Horse 
Thieves annual meeting go to “zoom.
us/join” and then enter the following 
Meeting ID:  830 4144 4971.  If you haven’t 
used ZOOM before it will prompt you to 
download the App, and then will put you 
in the “waiting room” for the meeting.  
Lewis LaClair, Clerk, will make sure you 
are a member of the Horse Thieves and 
then admit you to the meeting.  

For our new residents in town, the 
“Walpole Society for Bringing to Justice 
Horse Thieves and Pilferers of Clothes 
Lines and Hen Roosts” – or “Horse 
Thieves” – was organized in 1816.  At that 
time, “Horse Thieves” societies sprang 
up in many places. They were needed 
because horses were valuable and 
therefore a target of thieves, because 
sheriff departments were less robust (or 
nonexistent) and because most horse 
thieves promptly fled town. The number 
of horses in the United States peaked in 
the early 1900s and fell rapidly after WWI 
as autos became more common. During 
the early 1900s, most Horse Thieves 
societies closed as a result. Against 
all odds the Walpole organization has 
survived these many years, and is now 
probably the second oldest surviving 
Horse Thieves society in the country.  

The Horse Thieves’ annual meeting 
includes normal business such as 
reading and approving the minutes 
from last year’s meeting, approving the 
reports from the Treasurer and Auditor, 
and electing new officers. 2020 was 
supposed to be the year of our biennial 
banquet, but in the end the banquet was 
postponed because of the pandemic.  
The officers have tentatively planned 
the replacement banquet for June 2021 
(around the time of the Old Home Days 
celebration) at the Potato Barn.  

If any Horse Thieves need help getting 
onto ZOOM and downloading the app 
you are welcome to call or email Lewis 
LaClair (see contact information below), 
but please do so early (not later than 

5:30 Pm on 16th), as he will be busy from 
6:00 Pm on with the annual meeting.

The Walpole Horse Thieves is open 
to any man 18 years or older who lives 
in Walpole, who pays a $2 lifetime fee 
and signs the membership book. If you 
are interested in joining contact Lewis 
LaClair, Clerk (LLaclair@Advancedrisk.
com or 756-0001).                

– Lewis LaClair

WIADG Special Event 
Featuring Joseph S. Nye, Jr. 
The Walpole International Affairs 

Discussion Group (WIADG) will welcome 
as our next speaker Joseph Nye, Jr. on 
Thursday, January 21, 2020, 7:00 Pm. Dr. 
Nye will be speaking about his latest 
book, Do Morals Matter? Presidents and 
Foreign Policy from FDR to Trump. The 
discussion will be led by Walpole’s own 
Ambassador, Adrian Basora. This will be a 
Zoom virtual event for WIADG members.

Joseph Nye is a University Dist-
inguished Service Professor at Harvard 
and former dean of its Kennedy School of 
Government. He has served as Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for international 
security affairs, Chair of the National 
Intelligence Council, and Deputy Under-
secretary of State for security assistance, 
science, and technology. In 2008, a poll  
of 2700 international relations scholars 
listed him as one of the six most in-
fluential in the past twenty years, and the  
most influential on American foreign policy. 

Since its inception twenty years 
ago, the Walpole International Affairs 
Discussion Group has worked to 
stimulate and expand conversations on 
global and foreign policy issues among 
our members, thanks to the stellar list of 
experts in international affairs who have 
come to our little town of Walpole to 
share their experience and knowledge.  

By the way, Joseph Nye has a Walpole 
connection – he is the brother of Walpole 
resident Ellie Ernst.

If you are interesting in learning more 
about access to WIADG events, call Tara 
Sad at 603-756-4861, or email tara.eric@
gmail.com.                       

– Tara Sad

Photo Provided
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Women of Walpole
Although the Women of Walpole 

have been unable to meet, there has 
still been plenty of activity. To brighten 
and celebrate the holidays, WOW has 
supported the Giving Tree project 
providing 20 gifts to Walpole children.  
We have also decorated Town Hall with 
lovely wreathes and brightened every 
Walpole Meals on Wheels tray with a 
miniature Christmas tree.  Additionally 
we supported the Walpole Village School 
and worked with the leadership of the 
local schools to help individual families 
in need.  

We continue to explore different 
ways to hold our annual Mardi Gras 
celebration. Due to Covid-19, WOW is 
looking into alternative ways to raise 
funds.  Checkout our Facebook page or 
emails to members for updates soon and 
dates for future Zoom meetings. 

For further information on WOW and 
becoming a member, please contact 
Susan Johnson at 603-313-4018 (pete_
suejohnson@verizon.net) or Nancy 
Lightner at 978-771-5266 (Nancy.
hamblet@gmail.com).      

– Susan Johnson

Humane Society 
Names Walpolean to Board
The Monadnock Humane Society 

(MHS) Board of Directors has announced 
the appointment of two new board 
members, Sharon M. Wratchford of 
Rindge and Walpole resident Susan 
Wyckoff.

Susan Wyckoff has devoted her 35-year 
professional career in higher education 
to serving in campus senior leadership 
positions and most recently as a professor 
in the area of university administration 
at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst and Bay Path University. She 
has been a Walpole resident for 8 years, 
and earned a Master’s Degree from 
Keene State College and Ph.D. from UNH. 
She has held leadership positions in 
multiple higher education professional 
organizations at state and national levels, 
as well as serving locally as a member 
of the Walpole Historical Society and 
The Women of Walpole organizations. 
Wyckoff brings diverse experience 
to the MHS Board including strategic 
planning, program development and 
implementation, budget development 
and fiscal oversight, marketing, 
personnel management, and community 
outreach. Susan has been an animal 
lover since childhood. In adulthood, 
she and her husband Bill have adopted 
countless dogs and cats from shelters. 
Most recently during the pandemic, they 
fostered and then adopted their latest 
dog, 10-year old “Shaggy” from MHS.

Monadnock Humane Society is a 
private, nonprofit organization that serves 
the Monadnock Region. The society cares 
for an average of 1,600 animals each year 
with a staff of 36 and the help of over 300 
volunteers. For more information, visit 
www.monadnockhumanesociety.org.

                    – Carol Laughner

Walpole Giving Tree
As coordinators of the “Giving Tree 

Project”, we would like to thank everyone 
who participated in any way.  This 
project provides gifts for children in our 
communities whose families need a little 
extra help during the holiday season. This 
project was especially challenging this 
year due to so many health restrictions, 
but we were still able to make it happen 
in a way that was safe for everyone.

It wouldn’t have happened without the 
support of SO MANY!  The congregations 
of the First Congregational Church of 
Walpole, St. John’s Episcopal Church, and 
St. Peter’s Church took tags, purchased 
gifts, and gave many generous donations. 
The Savings Bank of Walpole, Mascoma 
Bank, the Walpole Public Library, and 
Spencer’s Place also displayed tags, and 
many employees and other community 
members also purchased gifts or gave 
donations. The “Toys for Tots” program 
donated approximately 100 gifts so 
that parents could choose 1 or 2 more 
gifts for each child, plus we received 
a donation of wooden cutting boards 
from the family of Carol Failla; the adults 
who came to pick up gifts for their 
children really appreciated these!  The 
“Walpole Firefighters’ Auxiliary” made 
a very generous monetary donation 
which helped us purchase any remaining 
gifts as well as wrapping paper for each 
family.  Andrea Vickers-Sevret put out a 
Facebook plea to a group of friends who 
helped fill the gaps that were not filled 
other places.  Other people made tags 
that families could choose from. 

When all was said and done, we 
provided many holiday gifts for almost 
30 families (over 100 children). THANK 
YOU to everyone who helped with 
this amazing project. You made a lot 
of little children very happy and made 
their 2020 holiday a lot brighter!  This 
is a clear demonstration of the true 
meaning of the holiday season, and a 
wonderful testament to the generosity 
of our community.  Thank you all so very 
much!

We wish you all an enjoyable holiday 
season and a healthy, happy, and 
peaceful year in 2021!

                         – Jeanne Cloues and Marcia Weil

Shaggy

Budget Hearing 
February 4 

Time and means (live or via Zoom)  
to be determined.  

Watch the  
Clarion website for updates.
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Walpole Conservation  
Commission

CVTC
Get a Ride, or Give a Ride: 
Everyone Benefits

Right down the road, right now, someone 
needs a ride to somewhere essential. And 
volunteer drivers for Community Volunteer 
Transportation Company (CVTC) drive 
people where they need to go.

When riders can keep their essential 
appointments, they stay independent, 
and can live at home in peace. Riders can 
request to be taken to their doctor’s or 
social service appointments, pharmacy or 
grocery shopping; all non-emergency. A 5 
business-days’ advance notice is all CVTC 
needs to enter a rider’s trip request in our 
TripList system. For the rider, it’s more than 
just a free ride. Our drivers are courteous, 
trustworthy, willing to converse and engage.  
Sometimes even new friendships are made.

Once our vetted volunteer drivers 
choose which trips best fit their schedule, 
they call the rider to verify pick-up times 
and, when they return home, they track 
their total mileage for reimbursement 
from CVTC. Drivers select when, and to 
where, and for how long they are available. 
By making this difference in a rider’s life, 
drivers contribute to the health of the 
Monadnock Region, one person at a time

Please call CVTC for more information at 
1-877-428-2882 x 5.          – Leah Kristin

Broadband 
Installation  Update
The infrastructure for Walpole’s fiber 

optic cable is going great guns. Of the 3 
phases of the ‘backbone’ of this project 
– 97% of the fiber is laid, 75% of the 
splicing is done, and now the testing of 
the network has begun.

Those 3 phases of the ‘backbone’ lead 
to the stuff that matters – making the 
connection to the internet. Turns out 
that this is a two-step process. See the 
info from Consolidated Communications 
below regarding this final phase of the 
project:

“For awareness the installation process 
(connecting the fiber optic cable to 
the house/premise) has started. CCI 
has begun calling residents that pre-
registered on the landing page for pre-
drop placements and will begin to run 
the fiber from the street to the outside 
of the house. CCI will continue with this 
part of the installation (the part outside 
the home) through the end of January 
and then will begin to transition over to 
the in-home installations portion and 
begin to bring customers online.”

For more information visit Walpole’s 
town website here: 

h t t p s : / / w w w . w a l p o l e n h . u s /
Broadband.html

Or the Consolidated Communications 
webpage here:

https://www.consolidated.com/  
(Note that you may need to disable some 
adblocking features on your computer to 
in order to get information specific to your 
location.)

Or if you prefer the phone: Residential 
Sales & Service: 8 am - 6 Pm (M-F)

– Dennis Marcom, 
   Walpole Broadband Committee

The snow is here! I hope you are all 
enjoying the snowfall. It transforms the 
outdoors so much, and the changing of 
the seasons is one of the many things 
that makes New England a special place 
in which to live.

There are a few things I’d like to discuss 
in this month’s column. The first is to 
report that we had a great first meeting 
of the Walpole Trails Committee. The 
group is diverse with many interests 
represented including the Walpole 
Walkers, local mountain bikers, and other 
avid outdoors people. We will be having 
monthly meetings, virtual for now. If you 
would like to be involved please send me 
an email - dumont.steven.p@gmail.com.

Secondly, the public meeting regarding 
the Walker Road Property, which was to 
be held on Wednesday, January 13, has 
been put on hold. With the closing of 
the town hall, we decided that holding 
the meeting virtually is not the best 
way to proceed. The meeting will be 
pushed back until at least February. In 
the meantime, there is a comment box 
outside on the porch of the Walpole 
Town Library. Feel free to stop by and 
drop off a comment on your suggested 
uses for the property. You may also reach 
out to the Conservation Commission 
through the Facebook Page, or email us 
at conservation@walpolenh.us.

Lastly, I’d like to report on our town 
forests. Last month, two members of 
the commission, along with a public 
volunteer, got out to start re-marking 
the boundaries of our town forests. 
We started with the Great Brook Town 
Forest, which abuts Halls Crossing, River 
Road and the Connecticut River. It’s a 

beautiful and diverse property with 
a stream, forests and fields. If you are 
interested in knowing more about the 
town forests we have, or interested in 
volunteering with marking boundaries, 
please reach out to us. And as always, 
the public is encouraged to attend the 
virtual WCC meetings held monthly on 
the first Monday of the month at 7:00 
Pm. Please note: the January meeting is 
cancelled. 

I’ll be including an outdoor quote with 
each article, which I hope you will enjoy. 
The first. “Now I see the secret of making 
the best person, it is to grow in the open 
air and to eat and sleep with the earth.” 
– Walt Whitman             

– Steven Dumont
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I heard Nate Kelly reminisce about the 
Halloween blizzard of not so many years 
ago here in Walpole.  An unexpected, 
early storm that dumped inches of snow 
but disappeared quickly for a reasonable 
winter.  Then and now, he made my walks 
safe and navigable. 

But on to Town business:  our Road 
Crews coped incredibly well, and I have 
had numerous positive comments on 
how they handled this week’s storm.  
Our roads are in remarkably good shape 
in spite of equipment problems.  Even 
trucks got stuck in this low visibility, high 
volume storm.  Thanks to all of you who 
moved your cars from the streets so that 
plowing was easier.  We appreciate your 
patience as the mountains of snow will 
be moved for greater safety.

The Select Board has returned to Zoom 
meetings, but we made two exceptions 
this month. One, was a meeting with 
over thirty people in attendance to hear 
Officer Jonathan Delisle discuss the 
rules and regulations regarding off road 
vehicles, distinguishing farm vehicles 
from recreational vehicles.  Our minutes 
from that December 10 meeting are on 
the Town website.  Regina Borden did an 
excellent job recording the meeting.

Our second exception was a day long 
budget session we held December 11 
in town Hall.  We were all appropriately 
masked and socially distanced as we 
met with each Department Manager 
to discuss the basic budget, required 
repairs and upgrades to equipment, as 

well as Warrant Articles for our March 
13, 2021 Annual Meeting.  The day was 
highly productive.  Be assured that each 
of our Department Managers came well 
prepared to defend each and every 
change that was proposed.  Our public 
budget hearing will be February 4, 2021.  
At this point we cannot predict whether 
it will be on Zoom or in person.

Continued from Page 1, Peggy

By the time you read this Sandy Smith 
will have retired after thirty-eight years 
of service as Town Clerk / Tax Collector.  
Sandy began as a volunteer in the Town 
Clerk’s office before she became an 
elected official.  The office changed over 
time, and eventually in 2003 she was 
elected to be both Town Clerk and Tax 
Collector.  For a time, there was a separate 
Tax Collector in North Walpole, but, by 
Town Vote, that position was added to 
Sandy’s responsibilities.  Sandy knows 
everyone in Town and works well over 
forty hours every week.  You may have 
noticed her car was frequently in front of 
Town Hall on weekends.  Her knowledge, 
efficiency and friendly demeanor will be 
missed.  We wish her a happy, healthy 
retirement with more time for her dogs 
and her family!

So, what happens next?  The Deputy 
Town Clerk, Meghan Hansson, by law, 
becomes the Interim Town Clerk and Tax 
Collector until the next election.  We are 
advertising for a part time Tax Collector 
and a part time assistant to the Town 
Clerk until the next election in March.  
The elected Town Clerk / Tax Collector 
will then hire a Deputy with the approval 
of the Selectboard.   

Beginning with the first quarter Water-
Sewer Bill of 2021 all water-sewer users 
will see a change in Bond payments.  
Steve Dalessio, Jodi Daigle and Mark 
Houghton have been working diligently 
to reduce our bond payments while 
maintaining our w/s rates.  Expect to see 
this change in April. 

Residents who have signed up for 
Broadband services are beginning to 
be called by CCI asking if they can run 
fiber optic cable to their houses.  It will 
still be a few months before those lines 
are turned on, but it is exciting to know 
we are moving swiftly to improve our 
internet services.  Go to the Walpole 
Town website, click on projects and find 
the connection to CCI and register your 
interest in acquiring Broadband services.    
Dennis Marcom, our Town Project 
Manager, has an article in this issue of 
the Clarion.

Our current Stay at Home mode 
means that Hannukah, Christmas and 
Kwanza celebrations will be limited, as 
our Thanksgiving celebrations were.  
Although our social media opportunities 
meant I had a Zoom celebration with 
family in Maine, NH, Washington, DC, 
Utah, and France, and face time with 
family in Colorado.  The day was happy 
and thoroughly enjoyable as a result.  
Those connections in late November have 
continued with increased text, phone 
calls, etc., from Tulsa, Ohio, Illinois, Texas, 
Georgia and Massachusetts.  Somehow 
my small world doesn’t seem so small 
and my blessing seem large.  And now, 
I see friends and family being inoculated 
with the Covid-19 vaccine.  Hallelujah !   

Happy, healthy New Year!
                 – Peggy Pschirrer

Sandy Smith
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Jessica’s Law
Remove that Snow and Ice
(Editor’s Note: I wrote this article for the 

January 2018 CLARION, but it must be 
repeated. A sad incident happened on the 
other side of the state in mid-December 
with ice from a truck breaking a windshield, 
sending glass into the driver’s face and 
eyes. And following the snow storm on 
December 17, I observed a dumb driver, 
oblivious while cruising down the road, 
with three feet of snow atop his car).

During the winter, when driving 
down the road, the snow and ice that 
has accumulated on top of your car or 
truck can become a deadly projectile. 
Recent news reports have documented 
snow and ice flying off vehicles and 
smashing windshields of nearby vehicles, 
fortunately without injury or loss of life.

Under New Hampshire State law, a 
driver can be cited for driving a vehicle in 
a manner that “endangers” or “is likely to 
endanger any person or property.” Large 
amounts of snow, forming into ice that 
accumulates on a car, truck or trailer, may 
damage another vehicle when falling 
and flying off. Early removal of that snow 
from your vehicle after a snowstorm is 
the best and only way to prevent such 
ice from accumulating and potentially 
causing injury or death.

New Hampshire RSA 265.79-b 
Negligent Driving states: “Whoever upon 
any way drives a vehicle negligently or 
causes a vehicle to be driven negligently, 
as defined in RSA 626:2, II(d), or in a 
manner that endangers or is likely to 
endanger any person or property shall 
be guilty of a violation and shall be fined 
not less than $250 nor more than $500 
for a first offense and not less than $500 

nor more than $1,000 for a second or 
subsequent offense.”

Most important is the removal of 
snow and ice on your vehicle may 
save a life. Before you head out your 
driveway during the winter make sure to 
thoroughly clean your car or truck of all 
accumulated snow and ice.

          – Ray Boas
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Hooper Golf Course
Patrick Neal, Superintendent of Hooper 

Golf Course, planned a food drive for the 
Fall Mountain Food Shelf for the month 
of November, with golfers bringing in 
their food donations. In addition, an 
Executive Par 3 tournament was held, 
which raised more than $500 in cash to 
go with the food. The donations were 
given to Marylou Huffling, of the Food 
Shelf, in December.

The first stage of the forest manage-
ment plan will begin in 2021, focusing 
on the golf course. In coordination 
with the Monadnock Conservancy, and 
managed by Long View Forest, Inc., 
Hooper will be working on eliminating 
invasive species as well as selectively 
thinning trees on the course. The multi-
year project is aimed at improving the 
health of the conservation easement and 
the agronomy of the golf course as well 
as providing an enhanced experience 
for all golfers, and non-golfers, who visit 
Hooper. 

Paid advertisement

Patrick Neal & Marylou Huffling

This winter the public is welcome to  
ski, sled, snowshoe, walk, and snow-
mobile on the Hooper property. Please 
obey all trail signs and stay off of the 
greens, and please pick up after your 
dogs. And, as you enjoy the property, 
please be aware of possible equipment 
and workers on the course and the 
conservation easement. 

                                       – Patti Neal and Josh Beer

Heading to the Food Shelf

Walpole Unitarian
Sunday Services
We hold Sunday services on ZOOM 

each Sunday (with the exception of 
January 3). You can find the link to these 
services each Sunday on our website:
www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org

On Being Discussion Series
We have a twice-monthly discussion 

series of selected interviews from Krista 
Tippetts’ On Being podcasts. You can find 
a link on our website to the interviews 
we’ll be discussing on January 5 and 
January 19. Click on Spiritual Discussion 
Series. If interested in joining, email us 
at wuuch@myfairpoint.net to get on the 
ZOOM invitation list.

Food Collection for F.M. Food Shelf 
To contribute to the food collection 

for Fall Mountain Food Shelf, please 
deliver your non-perishable goods to 
the Hastings Parish House Porch at 14 
Union Street.  Food will picked up and 
delivered at noon on January 8 and 22.  
Thank you to those who’ve contributed.  
The food shelf is very grateful to receive 
your contributions.          

– Wendy Harty

Adjustment and Planning Board for which 
there are two positions on each to be filled 
this year, and three Library Trustees will be 
elected. The remaining positions where 
one individual will be elected include: 
Selectman, Town Clerk/Tax Collector, 
Trustee of Trust Funds, and Cemetery 
Trustee.

If you are interested in serving your 
community in an official capacity, become 
involved, and get on the ballot. And, 
even if you do not want to become an 
elected official, there are many volunteer 
opportunities where you may contribute 
your talents.          

– Ray Boas
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Cold and wind, snow and ice are 
hazards our native plants and animals 
have adapted to well.  Did you know 
drought could be added to that list of 
winter hazards?  When “the frost is in the 
ground,” plants are stressed by a lack of 
water.

With the onset of winter, water in the 
top layers of soil freezes.  It makes an 
impermeable barrier that prevents more 
water from entering the soil.  Additional 
snow and ice piles up on this frozen 
layer. Even if we have a rainstorm in 
January, the frozen ground bars water 
from trickling into the soil.  Warmer 
temperatures in spring release this store 
of water.  It replenishes our groundwater 
and fills vernal pools, ponds, lakes, 
brooks and rivers. 

What’s a plant to do?  With an annual 
plant such as corn, the entire plant 
dies and rattles in the wind.  Only the 
seeds survive to sprout in the spring.  
It’s trickier for the perennial plants you 
may grow in your garden.  If they have 
shallow roots, the frost can heave them 
partly out of the ground.  The roots may 
dry in the damaging winds of winter and 
not survive to the next growing season.

The roots of most trees extend well 
below the frost line helping them stay 
anchored when the frost heaves really 
rock and roll. If there’s enough ground 
water in the soil, the trees may do well 
enough. However, this past year of 
drought during the growing season will 
surely add to their stress.

Trees and shrubs have strategies for the  
winter drought. Next time you pass an  
evergreen, a narrow leaved pine or broader  
leaved rhododendron, take off your 
gloves and feel the leaves. Can you feel 
the waxy coat? This layer helps seal in the 
moisture in each leaf, preventing water 
in the leaf being lost to the atmosphere.

Have you noticed how some home-
owners wrap their evergreens in burlap?  
It’s a strategy to keep the leaves from 
drying out by sun or wind. If an evergreen 
is stressed the leaves will turn brown and 
may even fall off.  While this is a setback 
for the plant, it will usually replace the 
leaves in the next growing cycle.      

Deciduous trees take 
care of this problem by 
losing their leaves in 
autumn. However, they 
must protect next year’s 
leaves and flower buds 
from drying out. They do 
this by covering them 
with bud scales that seal 
out the drying wind.  Look 
closely at the twigs of trees 
and notice the different 
color and shapes of their 
buds. Basswood buds and 

red maple are cherry red. Oak buds and 
sugar maple have tight formations of 
dark brown scales.  

Explore your yard or neighborhood 
and observe how our hardy plants have 
adapted to the rigors of winter weather.  
The closer we look at nature, the more 
we see, understand and appreciate each 
clever adaptation to environmental 
conditions.  
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 Ray Recommends
My explorations of back roads, far 

away from the interstates, started in my 
1929 Model A Ford Roadster in 1962. My 
“shunpiking” during high school explored 
all the New England states, camping, 
poking in barns and antique shops, and 
touring historic sites. I fondly remember 
driving down Historic Deerfield’s main 
street in the pouring rain in the summer 
of 1963. It was an adventure driving 
from home in lower Fairfield County 
Connecticut to the upper woods of 
Maine to inspect a 1915 Model T Ford for 
my Dad.

In early 2010 I purchased Black Beauty, 
my 1958 TR3A. Most of the year was spent 
bringing her back from an over forty year 
nap. I then began “shunpiking” in earnest 
with her. “To write about something is 

to live it twice,” I read in a book. Loving 
to write, I decided to document my 
explorations and started my travel 
blog “Shunpiking with Ray” on April 8, 
2011, almost ten years ago. I write to 
remember, but also to share, and so far 
I have shared 350 posts with my readers, 
hopefully encouraging them to also get 
out and explore off the beaten path.

This month’s “Did You Know That…” 
provided me with more reading and 
research opportunities leading to more 
shunpiking. I love traveling The Molly 
Stark Trail, and the Mohawk Trail, but did 
you know there is a John Stark Scenic 
Byway? I didn’t. The Line of Forts along 
the Massachusetts border, established 
during the French and Indian Wars, also 
deserve deeper explorations.

It has been hard to explore this past 
year. I did not feel it safe to freely exit a 
car and browse sites, shops or historic 
places and museums. But, even before 
that is again possible, I have plans to get 
out, drive and document, and share my 
discoveries. As space permits in future 
Clarion issues I will provide you with 
some recommended “Roads and Routes” 
for you to explore. And, you may wish 
to travel with me, on-line at home, by 
taking a look at “Shunpiking with Ray.”

St. John’s Episcopal
Racial Justice And “Sacred Ground”
St. John’s feels called to examine racism 

in the history and actions of our state 
and church and consider ways to take 
action. We are exploring beginning a 10-
session Sacred Ground curriculum (https://
episcopalchurch.org/sacred-ground) that 
will meet about twice a month for 90 
minutes on Zoom. Sacred Ground is a “film- 
and readings-based dialogue series on race, 
grounded in faith”. Small groups are invited  
to walk through chapters of America’s history  
of race and racism, while weaving in threads 
of family story, class, and political and  
regional identity. Those interested in racial 
justice and faith is invited to join.Email 
pastor@stjohnswalpole.org to find out more.

Worship Services
Most Sundays we hold an online service 

at 10 am led by Pastor Duncan Hilton, our 
new priest-in-charge. We listen to readings, 
to the sermon by Pastor Duncan, and 
recordings of hymns and other offerings by  
organist Chris Evatt (some of us sing loudly  
in our homes). All are welcome to join us by  
video using the ZOOM app or by phone.  
Details at: stjohnswalpole.org, or contact the  
Rev. Hilton, at pastor@stjohnswalpole.org 
or 756-4533. We are all sailing in rough 
seas and Sunday mornings with others can 
provide an anchor.              – Marilyn  Wilking 
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Food Shelf Benefit 
COVID-19 Fund Raiser 
Our Walpole Selectboard has gen-

erously funded the new yard signs   
you see about town, reminding
us to wear our masks. They 
have also funded the first print-  
ing of T shirts (illustrated at   
right), of which 100% of sales will   
benefit the Fall Mountain Food Shelf.  
Thereafter, 100% of the profits from 
additional T shirt printings will go to the 
food shelf. We look forward to contin-
uing our direct support of the food shelf,  
sadly needed now more than ever. 

If you would like to order any, please
call Chuck Shaw at 603-756-4866,  
or France Menk at 845-750-5261. 

Additionally, the Selectboard has  
funded the entire cost of pins   
and magnets (also illustrated here).  
These are available outside near   
the Walpole Grocery and Post
Office, the walkway at Shaw’s 
and the library; and inside at 
Jake’s Market, and the Town Hall.  
They are free. 

We hope that your T shirt purchases, 
wearing the pins, seeing the magnets on 
your frig and the yard signs about town 
will boost your spirits as we navigate 
these difficult times; as well as remind 
you that we need to remain vigilant in 
fighting the COVID-19 virus.

  – France Menk; Ellie and Chuck Shaw

Hubbard Retirement
Diane Myers-Miller Retires
When the plane landed at Dillant-

Hopkins Airport in Swanzey in March of 
1979, Diane Myers fleetingly thought 
of returning to North Carolina where 
she grew up helping her parents, Harry 
and Nancy Myers, and her brother and 
sisters grow chickens for Hubbard Farms 
in Statesville, NC. Almost 42 years later, 
Diane Myers-Miller is still in Walpole and 
retiring from Hubbard (Farms) LLC on 
December 31, 2020.  With her knowledge 
of chickens and her degree from NC State 
University, Diane was hired to be the 
first woman flock supervisor to oversee 
Hubbard Farms’ outside growing farms 
in New England. These independent 
farmers produced hatching eggs from 
Hubbard breeding stock that in turn 
supplied Hubbard’s commercial hatchery 
for the worldwide sale of baby chicks. 

Some mornings the phone started 
ringing just after 6:00 am (before cell 
phones, text messages, the internet, and 
GPS), and Diane headed out to Maine or 
Vermont or south to Massachusetts to 
meet and discuss flock performance and 

needs of the farmers or deliver supplies, 
often meeting up with flock technician 
Ted Brooks and his crew for vaccinating 
or other necessary services. Long days 
but happy rewards. Family. Sometimes 
a farmer would present Diane with a 
kitten, maple syrup, cranberries or even a 
wooden barrel from a cooper in Vermont 
who also raised birds for Hubbard Farms. 
Many were members of the NH Poultry 
Growers Association and Diane would 
cook omelets with them at a county 
fair or at the State House in Concord for 
incoming House freshmen.

With the demise of the independent 
farm system Diane’s job changed several 
times, including doing nutrition trials as a 
field researcher, managing eight Hubbard-
owned farms in the Walpole area, and 
finally managing and/or overseeing the 
entire Walpole production and research 
and development operations for the 
past 11 years. 

Diane and her husband Jeff Miller 
were raised to know the benefit and 
reward of public service. In earlier 
days, she volunteered on the Walpole 
ambulance squad, coached girls’ 
basketball and softball, served as past 
president of Meeting Waters YMCA, and 
currently serves as president of Walpole 
Village District Nursing Association 
and as Chairwoman of Hubbard Farms 
Charitable Foundation. Now there will 
be more time for Jeffrey, Sarah, Eliza & 
Jason, and the grandchildren. 

Diane will be missed by all Hubbard 
personnel in Walpole and across the 
globe. 

So glad she did not get back on that 
plane!    

– Jane Kelly

Hooper Institute 
Unveils a New Logo
The Hooper Institute has a new logo, 

thanks to Laura Dunbar. Laura is currently 
a student at The Savannah College of 
Art and Design. She grew up here in 
Walpole and was an active Hooper kid 
throughout her school years. We were 
thrilled when she agreed to work with 
our design committee to develop a new 
look for the Hooper Institute. After our 
ancient sugar maple came down this fall, 
her maple leaf design became a favorite. 
We hope you love it as much as we do. 
Congratulations Laura!     – Helen Dalbeck

Photos Provided
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Library
Closings in January
The Library will be closed for New Years 

on January 1, and for Martin Luther King 
Jr Day/Civil Rights Day on January 18.   

Homebound Delivery Service  
Starts January 5
Is Covid-19 making it difficult to get 

to the library to pick up and return your 
materials?   Why not let the library bring 
them to you!  Call or email us with your 
requests or let us pick out some books/
movies for you.  We will drop off at your 
home and pick up when items are due 
back at the library.  Delivery hours are 
from 10:00 am – 1:00 Pm on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.

New Magazines Available Online
The magazine collection available 

through New Hampshire Overdrive has 
been updated and expanded. New titles 
available to borrow include:  Architectural 
Digest, Bon Appetit, Cook’s Illustrated, 
Family Tree, House Beautiful, Macworld, 

Non-fiction Book Group 
The Non-Fiction Book Group will 

meet Monday, February 1 at 6:00 Pm via 
ZOOM. Two books have been selected 
for discussion: On Tyranny: Twenty 
Lessons from the Twentieth Century 
by Timothy Snyder; and Ten Lessons 
for a Post-Pandemic World, by Fareed 
Zakaria. For more information email 
ronmaclachlan03608@gmail.com

               – Ron MacLachlan

Library Board of Trustees
Again this election cycle three Library 

Trustee positions will be on the ballot. 
With her term completing, Carole 
Cramer is retiring and will not be running 
for re-election. Carole has dedicated 
many years to serving the library. Most 
recently Carole took a most active 
role in the expansion, liaising with the 
general contractor. This meant almost 
daily visits to the library when it was 
under construction to monitor progress. 
Carole was involved in every detail of 
the expansion. She will be missed on the 
board.

The Board of Trustees are elected by 
the town. If you are interested in running, 
we invite you to join us at our January 
board meeting, or talk to anyone of the 
members of the board. Our meetings 
are usually on the second Tuesday of 

National Geographic, Newsweek, PCWorld, 
Popular Science, The New Yorker, This Old 
House, Us Weekly and Yoga Journal.

Take Away Crafts
The library will continue to offer weekly 

take away crafts for children/families 
and monthly take-and-makes for adults.  
They are made available on the porch 
(weather permitting) or inside the entry 
while supplies last.              

– Jane Malmberg

each month at 4:30 Pm and are open to 
the public. Our January meeting will 
be on January 12. This meeting will be 
held by Zoom. To get a link, you can 
email Amy Howard at amyh294@gmail.
com, or Jane Malmberg at jmalmberg@
walpoletownlibrary.org.       – Amy Howard

A fire-damaged house on Prospect Hill Road was slowly 
dismantled throughout December for re-use elsewhere.

Photo: Jan KobesKi

The Town of Walpole  
Parking Ordinance  
and Snow Removal  

and Ice Control Policy  
May Be Found for Reference  

on the Clarion Website.  
From Any Page,  

Click on the Snowplow  
on the Right Hand Sidebar.



...New Hampshire adopted 
its state motto, “Live Free or Die”, in 
1945, and it comes from a toast New 
Hampshire’s best known Revolutionary 
War hero, General John Stark, penned 
in 1809? Often misunderstood or 
misconstrued, “Live Free or Die” 
does not mean one may do as he 
pleases, or break the law at will 
as long no one is hurt. One does 
not have the freedom to do as he 
chooses showing a lack of respect 
for others. There are consequences. 
The phrase is not a warning against 
government intrusion into our daily 
lives. Living free means to live a 
responsible life as a good citizen, 
in a civil society, apart from unjust 
interference from government.

John Stark was born August 28, 
1728, in Londonderry, NH. His parents 
arrived here in 1720 from Northern 
Ireland seeking freedom and fortune. 
When 23, he was captured by Indians 
and taken to Canada. Eventually 
ransomed, he became an Indian fighter 
after paying back his ransom debt in 
1752. He served the British for seven 
years as part of Roger’s Rangers. When 
hearing of the battles at Lexington and 
Concord, April 19, 1775, he immediately 
headed to Boston, meeting with other 
New Hampshire men to join the fight. 
Colonel Stark and his men were at 
Bunker Hill when the action unfolded 
on June 17. Unfortunately, Stark’s 
prowess and successes were not fully 
recognized, and later those with more 
political prestige but less military stature 
than him got promoted. Disappointed, 
he resigned and returned home.

He was not home for long. Responding 
to events, Colonel John Stark soon was 
leading a regiment marching to the 
Fort at No 4, and then to Bennington, 
Vermont. It was Stark’s strategic moves, 
leading the troops at the Battle of 
Bennington, August 16, 1777, that 
protected the Colonists’ supplies, leading 
to victory at Saratoga, thus stopping the 
British advance to separate the colonies. 
Another little known success was in 
October, when he prevented Burgoyne’s 
retreat back to Canada at a spot now 
known as Stark’s Knob near Schuylerville, 
New York. The knob is a lava formation, 
which in early days was described as a 
volcanic plug.

Following the Revolution, Stark retired 
to his Derryfield, New Hampshire farm 
where he maintained a ceremonial role in 
local politics. Veterans of the Bennington 
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Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 

Campaign formed a fraternal order, and 
kept in touch with their leader. They wrote 
and asked him to attend their August 16, 
1809, celebration. Stark, now 

in failing strength, replied he could not. 
He closed his letter of July 31, penning 
a toast to be made at the celebration, 
“Live free or die; Death is not the worst of 
evils.” This was not a totally new phrase. 
Previously Vivre Libre ou Mourir (“Live 
free or die”) was a popular motto of the 
French Revolution. English romantic 

poet William Wordsworth also 
adopted this Revolutionary 
motto writing, “We must be free 
or die, who speak the tongue 
that Shakespeare spoke.” And, 
similarly, Patrick Henry, in his 
speech March 23, 1775 to the 
Virginia colony legislative body, 
said, “Is life so dear, or peace so 
sweet, as to be purchased at 
the price of chains and slavery? 
Forbid it, Almighty God! I know 
not what course others may 
take; but as for me, give me 
liberty or give me death!” Stark 
died in May 1822. He was 94.

New Hampshire was later 
than its neighbors in adopting 

a state motto, and it was not an 
uncontested choice. Also considered 
in 1945 were: “Strong and Steadfast as 
Our Granite Hills,” “Strong as Our Hills 
and Firm as Our Granite,” and “Pioneers 
Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow.” One 
of the best known state mottos, “Live 
Free or Die” has been on New Hampshire 
license plates since 1971, also evoking 
some controversy in the early years.



 

You Need  
to Know That…

S.O.S Steel Wool Soap Pads 
Invented 1913, the inventor’s wife, 

Mrs. Edwin Cox, named the pads for 
“Save Our Saucepans,” convinced 

she had cleverly adapted the Morse 
code international distress signal for 
“Save Our Ships.” The period after the 

last S was deleted from the brand 
name to obtain a trademark.

Can be used to:
• Fill Cracks in walls - Fill cracks  

with pieces of an S.O.S Steel Wool 
Soap Pad, then plaster.

• Clean sneakers - Use a wet  
S.O.S Steel Wool Soap Pad  

to gently clean dirty sneakers.
• Tighten a screw - Wrap a few  

steel strands from an S.O.S  
Steel Wool Soap Pad around  

the threads of a screw.
• Plug up mouse holes - Plug  

small cracks and holes  
with S.O.S Steel Wool  

Soap Pads..
Adapted from: MAGIC BRANDS:  

1,185 Brand-New Uses for  
Brand-Name Products by Joey Green.
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Now we hear the calling
of wood as it hushes
to ashes in the stove, but soon

it will be the sheep bleating 
for their feed, the quickening 
patter of lambs at play.

Now the sky arches blue, out
of reach, brushed by cold and snow
in the trees, but before long

This time last year I was fond of calling 
2020 “The year of perfect vision.” Be 
careful what you wish for, no? I don’t 
know if we saw too clearly, or saw too 
much. I am pretty sure most of us are 
glad for the New Year. Hopefully we 
arrive to this new start with some hard 
earned wisdom to carry us forward.

2021 is my first full year in Walpole, 
and as pastor of First Congregational 
Church, United Church of Christ. I was 
not sure what to expect of life as a 
country parson. I have always served 
urban and suburban churches. Who 
would have thought it would be the 
most technology-dependent period 
of my ministry to date. The only time I 
have preached from the pulpit here was 
in February as a candidate. Ever since 
arriving in the middle of May, we have 
worshipped on Zoom, studied the Bible 
on Zoom, and held meetings on Zoom 
(when we could no longer hold them 
outdoors). 

The lay leadership of our church has 
exercised an abundance of caution, for 
which I am grateful. Even as things began 
to open up elsewhere, we continued to 
worship and hold meetings on Zoom. 
That was the right choice. We have 
watched infection rates spike just about 
every place that reopened too quickly. 
Sadly, some churches have become 

Reader Commentary
super-spreaders of Covid 19. 

As with the flu pandemic of 1918, 
communities that emerged from 
quarantine cautiously, recovered 
stronger and sooner from the pandemic. 
Their economic recoveries were more 
robust as well. Those communities that 
reopened prematurely, experienced 
protracted and weaker recovery.  

Hang in there Walpole! When I arrived 
in the middle of May, you boasted of 
having had zero Covid cases. Now we 
see the numbers creeping up. Though 
the numbers are not as high as in 
crowded, urban centers, our infection 
rate is going in the wrong direction. That 
is especially alarming, considering the 
high proportion of seniors who make 
up our community. The vaccine is on the 
way, but this is not time to let down our 
guard. We have to continue keeping our 
distance and wearing masks until we are 
truly out of the woods.

In the meantime, it is my pleasure 
and privilege to invite anyone who is 
interested to check out our worship 
services at First Congregational Church 
on Zoom every Sunday morning at 
10:00. Every Wednesday at 4:00 to 5:00 
pm I lead Bible Study. All are welcome. 
Check out one, both or neither. The offer 
stands.              

– Richard Malmberg

there will ring again the morning bell 
harmonics of sap singing
into the emptied pail. 

Wild things wait, then spring.
Now we crouch in thin light, still
at home in a dim room, but already

a time begins when there will be 
a rising to another day, 
new weather.   

– Alice B. Fogel • Walpole • New Hampshire Poet Laureate • 2014 – 2019 

A New Day
                                               — for the New Year
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First Big Snow Storm
It started Wednesday night, December 

16, when it was cold and dark. Most of 
New Hampshire was expecting snow, and 
it was all supposed to start around 10:00 
Pm. I woke up to see so much snow! We 
went outside and played around a little 
and, a few hours later, it was still snowing. 
The snow started to pile up. That’s when 
we saw what had to be two feet of snow! 

This snow was not the kind to build 
snowmen or to make snowballs. It was 
PERFECT for sledding. But once it got 
REALLY deep, you had to empty the snow 
from your sled every two seconds. “I went 
in the snow. I try to do that any chance I 
get,” said one sixth grade student.

“I couldn’t believe it when I went out to 
snow blow,” said Mr. Gagnon. “It was like a 
frozen wall of snow.”

“I looked outside the window, it was a 
whiteout, I hoped it would never stop,” 
said sixth grader Sophia D’Alessandro. 

Now that we have snow, here are some 
of (what I think are) the best things to do 
in the snow. For starters, when the roads 
get plowed, there’s always a pile of snow 
left behind, a good way to put that pile to 
use is to dig into it to make a snow fort. 
Once you have your snow fort, you could 
have a snowball fight. Another fun thing 
to do is to make a good-old-fashioned-
snow person.

– Olivia D’Alessandro & Aidan Suozzi (Grade 6)

An Interview
With Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Cassarino
This school year will be Mr. Jacobs’ final 

year before his well-earned retirement. 
Mr. Cassarino, a former fifth grade teacher 
at Walpole Elementary School for several 
years, has stepped up into the role of  
Assistant Principal, and he is learning  
the ropes of the job from Mr. Jacobs this  
school year. 

We thought it would be interesting to 
know how they got inspired to do the job 
and enter education in the first place, so 
we asked them just that.

“Well, number one, I’ve always wanted 
to be a teacher so it was something I’ve 
always wanted to do. Even when I was a 
kid I wanted to be a teacher, so I always 
wanted to be in education, but to be 
honest, what truly inspired me was the 
kids that I work with and the staff that 
I work with,” said Mr. Jacobs. “So, it’s 
something that I’ve always wanted to do.”

Mr. Cassarino agreed: “And that’s 
exactly what I was going to say, too. 
I always wanted to be a teacher, and 
I’d play teacher all of the time at my 
mom’s daycare. And once I got into that 
teacher position I loved being around 
the students, I loved being around my 
colleagues, and I loved seeing the growth 
the students and the staff members make 
throughout the year.”

It did not surprise us what their favorite 
parts of the job were and are. 

“I like being with the kids. That is 
my favorite part. And being in the 
administration role is great to see the kids 
all the way from pre-K move up to eighth 
grade and see the growth they’ve made 
throughout the years,” said Mr. Cassarino. 

“I just get so excited when I see how 
excited the kids are when we go on trips 
with the kids. Some of my most favorite, 
favorite things I do are hang out with 
the kids, whitewater rafting, canoe trips, 
believe it or not even the dances. But it’s 
just looking at their faces, and seeing 
them having fun, and seeing the kids play 
and have a good time,” added Mr. Jacobs. 

Our next question was asking if 
anything had changed throughout the 
years they have worked there. Of course, 
things will change, but we wanted to get 
a more specific answer on what had. 

“You know, definitely things do change 
over time... I think kids are still kids, and 
they still have issues that they still have to 
deal with. I think it is important to change 
with the times. But overall, kids are still 
kids. I think the problems that arise are 

little, different problems, but overall, kids 
are just really good people and you have 
to stay on top of things and you have to 
stay up with what issues are new, and 
what new issues kids deal with. I think 
if you do that, and you change with the 
times, then you can be very successful. 
Kids are still kids, and we are very lucky, 
we have great kids, so that makes a big 
difference,” said Mr. Jacobs. 

“As new technology comes out, we 
adapt to try to make every student’s 
education the best it can be. And we 
adapt to whatever we need to to give 
the students the best experience they 
deserve,” said Mr. Cassarino.

There are always bumps in the road 
throughout the school years. So, we asked 
them what the hardest part of being a 
teacher or principal is.

“I think that the hardest part is that 
sometimes our hands are tied and we 
don’t always have full control of the 
situation. Yeah, that’s the hardest - if we 
can’t help the person as much as we 
would like because there are things in the 
way. That’s the hardest part. You know, I 
think that as educators, we’re fixers. We 
like to fix things. And solve a problem. 
That’s what we do all day in school, we 
solve problems. And sometimes we just 
can’t fix the problems. And that’s always 
tough,” said Mr. Jacobs.

We directed this question at Mr. Jacobs. 
With his retirement looming, what were 
his plans once he had moved on from his 
career in education?

“That’s a good question I’ve sort of put 
retirement on hold. I think it’s just enjoying 

my family and my friends, and you know 
I like to spend some time in the year in a 
warm place, but it’s just really enjoying 
friends and family and relax. But I have 
a lot of hobbies and just getting those 
hobbies, you know, started or continue 
those hobbies I should say.”

Their time spent in education has 
certainly had an impact on both 
individuals, as much as they have 
impacted the lives of countless others. 

“It’s given me perspectives that I’ve 
never thought about. It’s always nice to 
see what others are going through and 
give us an understanding of what they 
are going through,” said Mr. Cassarino. 

“It’s always made me a better person. 
We deal with hundreds of people and it’s 
opened my eyes to a lot of things. How 
we should treat people and take care of 
people and it has humbled me,” said Mr. 
Jacobs. “We’re all different and we have 
to support each other to the best of our 
abilities.”

    – Sophia D’Alessandro & Perry Lent (Grade 6)

Sam  
Jacobs

    Justin  
Cassarino
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Continued on Page 18

Things to Do 
Winter Quarantine Edition
Winter is a bit different this year because 

of the COVID-19 Pandemic. It may just be 
you and your family for the holidays, so 
here are some fun things to do to be smart 
and safe – without having to go anywhere!

It’s a tradition for my family to decorate 
gingerbread houses. You could make your 
own homemade gingerbread, or go out 
to a store to buy a kit. These are so fun to 
make and a great way to spend a couple 
hours or so on your weekend! You can 
even make it a competition between you 
and your family about which house is the 
best decorated. 

Other things to do that are COVID-safe 
are sledding, making holiday cookies, 
drinking hot cocoa, going online shopping 
(which is what most people are doing 
nowadays), and having a snowball fight.  

Some of the best holiday movies to 
watch this year are Elf, Home Alone (both 
One and Two), The Grinch, Frosty the 
Snowman, Rudolf, National Lampoon’s 
Christmas Vacation, and lots more! 

We just got a lot of snow, so it’s the 
perfect kind of snow for snowshoeing since 
it is light and fluffy. Although it may not be 
the best for building stuff, like snowmen, 
snowballs etc., you can still have a lot of 
fun in it! Hope these gave you some good 
ideas! Happy Holidays! 

– Kelsey Fillion (Grade 7)

The extrinsic motivation was a friendly 
classroom competition and a small 
reward for the students who earned 
the highest word count totals. Students 
worked incredibly hard all month long as 
they journeyed deeper and deeper into 
their narrative novels. Students could 
write in any narrative genre that they 
wanted, including some that we had 
learned about in their time in Walpole. 
These included stories that were realistic 
fiction, science fiction, horror, mystery, 
historical fiction, and many more. 

According to the mission statement 
for National Novel Writing Month, the 
importance of novels, and writing, is 
clear: “We believe the practice of creative 
writing can deepen and expand a 
person’s empathy and community.” 

The classroom communities of 
Walpole, in all three grades, supported 
one another, cheered each other on, 
and gave feedback, inspiration, and 
encouragement to one another. What 
transpired were some of the strongest 
pieces of student writing I have ever 
read, as well as word count totals that 

Walpole Students Celebrate National Novel Writing Month

  National Novel Writing 
          Month (NaNoWriMo), and 
the nonprofit organization of the same 
name, began in 1999. The sixth, seventh, 
and eighth grade students have been 
participating in NaNoWriMo since 2015. 
The concept of National Novel Writing 
Month, which begins the first day of 
November, is simple:  for one month, write 
a novel. For one month, focus on writing 
one story.

The goal is personal. Some writers have 
a goal to complete their novel within the 
span of a month (a difficult task), while 
others hope to begin telling a story that 
they have crafted in their mind and have 
not had the chance to write yet. For the 
students of Walpole, the motivation was 
both intrinsic and extrinsic. Each individual 
student selected their personal word 
count goal for the month. Some students 
knew how many words they could 
realistically write each day and chose their 
word count total for the month based on 
that. Other students aimed even higher, 
devoting time and effort in an attempt to 
achieve a word count that they had never 
reached before. Goals varied from 1,000 
words all the way up to 30,000 words. 
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FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 9 years of publication:

One Year Ago (January, 2020) -Donald “Chip” Wood finalized his voluntary 
agreement to conserve 28 acres of the Wood Farm in partnership with the 
Monadnock Conservancy. Just south of Aubuchon Hardware, the property has 
about 3,000 feet along the Cold River in North Walpole and is located on top of 
a critical drinking water resource.

Three Years Ago (January, 2018) - Preparations continue for the launching 
of the Library Renovation Project. Members of the fundraising committee are 
crafting personal appeals to prospective Walpole donors. Letters explaining the 
needs, goals and importance of the effort will be sent to the community..

Five Years Ago (January, 2016) - John and (now late) Carol Hubbard received 
the Kurn Hattin Homes for Children Charles Albert Dickinson Award. This award, 
named for the Homes’ founder, has been awarded annually since 2013. The 
award recognizes those whose philanthropic commitment epitomizes the 
Homes’ mission.

Seven Years Ago (January, 2016) - The Hooper Institute, working with 
students at the Walpole School, constructed a high tunnel that has been 
producing lettuce, spinach and Swiss chard for the school cafeteria throughout 
the fall. The heaviest harvests have been in November and December despite 
the declining daylight. To extend the growing season, “low tunnels” were created 
within the high tunnel.

Keep Up on  
Walpole Happenings

Receive almost daily updates
Visit  The Walpolean

https://thewalpolean.org/
Sign Up to  

FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL

Family Fruit Cake
Today is January 03, 2020.  I breathe a 

sigh of relief.  We have made it through 
another year without the dreaded gift.  
There is a knock on the door.  By the time 
I get to the door the UPS van is driving 
away.  There, sitting on the edge of the 
deck, is a package which seems to have 
an aura surrounding it.

“Who’s at the door?” she asks.  “UPS”, I 
reply.  “I’m not expecting anything, are 
you?”  Then she looks at me and says, 
“Oh, o!  It’s not…!”  Her words trail off into 
oblivion.

I don’t know when or where the 
tradition began but wouldn’t doubt that 
it dates by to the time of the Pharaohs.

The fruit cake, made up of various 
fruits, nuts, raisins, white and brown 
sugars and glued together with gallons 
of molasses, has been dated back to 
at least the Crusades.  A type of fruit 
cake has been discovered packed in 
tins in the tombs of Egyptian Pharaohs.  
Some historians claim that it dates back 
to caveman days.  Anyway, possibly 
one of our family relatives came from 
Egypt and gave a fruit cake as a gift to 
another relative.  That relative, not liking 
fruit cake, re-gifted it at the next gift-
giving opportunity. Apparently doing 
so anonymously. Thus started another 
family tradition.  So down through the 
decades, one of the relatives, and there 
are thousands of us, has received an 
anonymous package between Christmas 
and New Year’s.  The only rules are that 
you don’t open the package, you don’t 
tell anyone you have it and you send 
it on the following year, anonymously.  
Is there a consequence for actually 
opening the package?  No one seems 
to know, because apparently no one has 
ever liked fruit cake enough to bother.  
Of course, a thousand year old fruit cake 
would probably be petrified by now.

Well, being the most curious member 
of this long line of fruit cakes, I decided 
enough was enough!

I broke out the wire cutters.  Fran 
walked into the room as I cut the first 
wire and fainted.  She came to just as I 
lifted the lid of the box and stared, with 
her mouth open, in awe at what she 
saw.

There, inside this world traveled 
box, was a flat stone and a note signed 
by Uncle Rob.  Who the heck is Uncle 

Rob?   After several hundred phone calls,  
e mails, face book and twitter requests, 
we think we found the answer.

Two hundred years ago there was 
an Uncle Rob who lived in England.  It 
seems he died by unknown causes.  The 
medical records indicate that he may 
have ingested some definable substance.  
A substance unknown to modern 
medicine - that is modern medicine in 
1811.   So now the box has been opened 
a second time, the fruit cake is gone and 
the tradition comes to an end.   What, 
you may ask, did Uncle Rob’s note state?

“I opened the #%$& box, ate the &#%$ 
fruit cake because I hate this @%#& 
tradition.”   Apparently Uncle Rob forgot 
he had a fruit and nut allergy.  Thank you 
Uncle Rob, and may you Rest in Peace.

Happy New Year.

smashed the records previously held in 
Walpole. 

Sixth grader sisters, Sophia and Olivia 
D’Alessandro, led their grade. Sophia 
finished with a whopping 10,754 words 
while her sister followed with 6,031. 

Leading eighth grade was Mariella 
Tsitsonis (7,800 words) and Aslinn Tilley 
(7,534 words). Other notable word count 
achievements in 8th grade included those 
of Makayla Forcier (over 6,000 words) as 
well as James Paulette, Charlotte Fowle, 
and Thomas Seavey who all wrote over 
4,000 words for National Novel Writing 
Month. 

Seventh graders Winter Wise and Emily 
Heddon went above and beyond with 
their stellar novels. Emily completed the 
month with her novel, Coconut, with an 
incredible 35,029 words. Winter led the 
entire school with her word count of 
48,369 words for her novel The Phoenix’s 
Heart. To put these feats in perspective, 
the previous student record was about 
25,000 words. 

I could not be more proud of these 
and all of our students in Walpole as they 
have navigated and persevered through 
this most challenging year. 

                   – Jake Gagnon

Continued from Page 17
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Publisher’s Corner
My monthly history piece “Did You 

Know That…” was no accident this 
month. When possible I try to tie 
those articles to something current. 
In this case, I am saddened by the 
outspoken resistance of some to 
wearing masks during the pandemic 
(I do not see this a problem in our 
area, thankfully). Some people just 
“don’t get it.” Yes we are free, but 
we all have a responsibility for our 
neighbors, including their welfare. 
We all can stop the COVID spread 
by restricting any infection you may 
have by wearing a mask, and likewise 
affording yourself some protection. 
Sadly, by not wearing a mask, many 
have chosen to “Live Free AND Die.”

And, COVID. My personal fear 
is that people will let down their 
guard, thinking the vaccines will be 
a cure-all. But the majority of our 
population, out of respect and their 
responsibility for others, must be 
vaccinated to help stop the spread. 
And even then, to stop the deadly 
spread, masks should continue to be 
worn along with social distancing. 
I know that is my plan, and I have 
even adjusted my 2021 travel plans 
to stay safe and well.

You will note that a number of 
events and meetings in January will 
be hosted on Zoom. That, too, will 
continue for months, and maybe to 
an extent in the long term when were 
return “back to normal.” But normal 
will not be the same. My hopes and 
prayers for everyone, and all nations, 
in 2021 is everyone continue to “Live 
Free…” but take the precautions to 
“NOT Die.”    

– Ray Boas, Publisher

Like Us On Facebook
for News and Updates
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Passed
Priscilla A. Punt

July 23, 1928 - Noember 16, 2020 
Virginia Hubbard Turner

February 20, 1931 - November 25, 2020 
Nancianne D. Houghton

July 9, 1938 - December 13, 2020
Knneth F. Smith

August 2, 1645 - December 9, 2020 

Born
Liam Daniel Edson

October 3, 2020 
7lb, 10 oz, 19”

To Sam & Carolyn Edson 
of Walpole

Grandparents:
Mike & the late Betty Snide 

of Walpole
Alice Fogel of Walpole

Mark Edson of Westmoreland
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Two of this year’s entries in the Light Up Walpole competition


