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Covid Challenges Continue
More from
Peggy’s Desk

Town Meeting Delay?
Just after closing time for this issue
of the Clarion, Governor Sununu’s
Emergency Order #83 was received.
Paragraph 3(a) states the governing
body of New Hampshire towns “in
consultation with the moderator
and the clerk, may postpone
the official ballot voting day to
the second Tuesday of April,
May, June, or July.” Thus, Town
Meeting day in 2021 could be
postponed.
Selectboard Chair Peggy
Pschirrer immediately replied
to my email stating, “We
agreed last night with Jack
Wozmak [Town Moderator]
that it is too soon to decide to
change the meeting date. We
will see how [things evolve] the
next two or three weeks.” She
is referring to the Selectboard
meeting of January 21. Please
watch the Clarion website for any
updates.
– Ray Boas

Watkins Hill
Tavern and Inn
At its meeting January 12, the
Planning Board approved a bed and
breakfast proposal for the historic
Watkins Tavern on Prospect Hill Road,
adjoining the Hooper Golf Course. Built
circa 1794, the tavern served travelers
along the Third New HampshireTurnpike.
Purchased by the Hooper family in 1891,
the property was bequeathed to the
Continued on Page 7

On December 25, I received a new
coffee mug which reads Of course I talk
to myself. Sometimes I need expert advice.
Days before I write an article for the
Clarion, I start talking to myself. It is rarely
out loud, and certainly not expert, but I run
through all the events since the last article.
These past 30 days have been filled with
extraordinary events that kept us all on
edge. But talking to myself has persuaded
me to concentrate on Walpole affairs and
particularly the budget because the Public
Hearing for the Town’s proposed budget is
February 4, 2021 at 5:30 pm on Zoom.
The Selectboard starts the budget
process in September and by December
has all the basic expenses in place. Work
on warrant articles starts in earnest in
December and continues until late January
when the Selectboard approves the budget and warrant articles and prepares for
the public hearing. Petition Articles are
due in early February and everything goes
to press for the Annual Report distributed
at least one week before the Annual
meeting, which this year begins March 9,
2021 with election of Town officers and
warrants which require a ballot vote, and
then continues March 13, 2021 at 1:00 pm
Original Watkins’ Tavern sign
with the legislative Town Meeting.
Walpole Historical Society Permanent Collection
The Town budget for 2021 reflects an
increase of approximately 2.94%, not including the Warrant Articles. The majority
of line items are level funded. Included
Annual Budget
in the budget are costs for increases in
Health Care which initially was going to
Public Hearing
be an increase across the board of 6.4%
February 4, 5:30 pm
but Health Trust returned a surplus to the

Town Of Walpole
SEE PAGE 11

Continued on Page 3

Wear Your Mask – Socially Distance – Wash Your Hands
It is NOT political – it is the RIGHT thing to do,
and is out of respect and concern for your neighbor,
and also to save your life

A Scenic Road
Old Drewsville Road
Walpole has 106 named roads
extending just over 60 miles. In addition,
within our boundaries are over 12 miles of
Class 6 roads - Unmaintained Highways.
But there is only one road that has been
designated a Scenic Road - Farnum Road
- bucolic and dirt, 0.676 miles between
Watkins Hill Road and County Road.
New Hampshire statutes allow a
town to designate a road, considered
special, as a Scenic Road. The Webster
dictionary defines a scenic road as “a way
that is not the fastest way but that has
beautiful scenery.” Old
Drewsville Road, between
its intersections with
North Road and Valley
Road, epitomizes all that
is Walpole. The paved
and dirt sections traverse
farmland, open bucolic
vistas, and untouched
woods. Along this road
was the first golf course in
town, an early reservoir,
John Bellows Mill, and
the site of an historic Indian raid in the
Spring of 1755. In my little cars I have
explored remote back roads throughout
New England. From experience I know
Old Drewsville Road is exceptionally
special.  
Recognition of, and designation as, a
Scenic Road, does “not affect the rights
of any landowner with respect to work
on his own property” as provided by NH
RSA 231:158. Basically, designation as a
Scenic Road protects the trees and stone
walls along a road, thus maintaining the
beauty of the road, and that of abutters’
property. This RSA further provides
that any utility work that could have an
impact on those trees and stone walls
must be approved in writing from the
Town’s Planning Board. Designation as
‘scenic’ thus can further protect property
owners and enhance their property’s
desirability.  
I am sure you know my love of Walpole
history and its preservation. One
project “on my plate” for years has been
recognizing the importance and beauty
of Old Drewsville Road with Scenic Road
status. COVID had made interfacing with
others difficult, but I have presented this
proposal to as many property owners as
possible. In careful contact with others
during this difficult time I have secured
signatures on a petition for a Scenic Road
Petition Warrant Article to be placed on
the ballot this year. Old Drewsville Road
is special, historic, and scenic. It deserves
recognition. I encourage you to agree on
Town Meeting day.
– Ray Boas
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Horse Thieves Re-elect Officers;
Hope to Hold Banquet in September
The Walpole Society for Bringing to
Justice Horse Thieves and Pilferers of
Hen Roosts and Clothes Lines (“Horse
Thieves”) held their annual meeting on
Saturday, January 16 via Zoom, a “first”
for the organization which has been in
existence for 206 years. President David
Westover was reelected and will lead the
organization for 2021 with an almost
identical team of officers and committee
members.
Westover took a few
minutes after the election
of officers to update us
on plans for the biennial
banquet.
Due to the
pandemic, the banquet was
postponed to 2021, and
we were hoping to hold
the banquet this June in
conjunction with a delayed
“Old Home Days.” However,
“Old Home Days” has just
been postponed again to 2022 due to
the galloping rate of COVID cases and
delays in trotting out vaccines. At the
annual meeting, the members voted
that we will attempt to hold our delayed
banquet in late September 2021, but
with the understanding that the officers
and Committee will make a final decision
later in the year.
At every opportunity the Horse Thieves
honor those who have been members
for the longest time, and they did so
again at the annual meeting. The 12
most senior members are called “Riders,”
and are a hardy bunch. Our most senior
Rider is William “Bill” Fletcher, who
joined the Horse Thieves in 1959. Our
other Riders are John Hubbard; Sheldon
Sawyer; Jim Johnson; Bill Houghton;
David Ramsey; Bob Rhodes; Ed Reardon
Jr.; Albert Bushway, Jr.; Paul Galloway;
Lewis McMahon and John Burrows.
We extend our sincere thanks to all our
Riders for their years of membership and
their service in keeping safe our lovely
town with its many hen roosts, clothes
lines and horses.
For those who are unfamiliar,
membership in the Horse Thieves is open
to any man 18 years or older who lives
in Walpole, pays a $2 lifetime fee and
signs the membership book. If you are
interested in joining please contact Lewis
LaClair, Clerk (LLaclair@Advancedrisk.
com or 756-0001). The Walpole Horse
Thieves was formed in 1816 and is one
of the oldest such organizations in the
country.		
– Lewis LaClair

Continued from Page 1, Peggy

Town which reduced our increase to 1.7%,
a result of the drop in usage because of
Covid-19. In July 2021, our New Hampshire
Retirement obligations will go up 14.06%
for non-police employees and 33.88% for
police officers. Those percentage increases
affect our budget with an increase of
25.87% in our budget for non-police and a
19.16% increase for police.
Salary increases are limited to 2%
increase, except in a few instances where
we have exceeded the 2 percent by
rounding up salaries.
Several years ago, we began a rotation
of equipment purchases for both the
Highway Department and the Police
Department. So, we will ask voters to
approve the purchase of a new truck
for Highway with $200,000 from our
unassigned fund balance. Another warrant
will ask voters to purchase a new police car
by borrowing the purchase price, $38,000,
and paying the loan over a three-year
period. As we retire one debt, we replace
it with another annual payment of $13,
225.76. This process has allowed us to
reduce the costs of repairs and keep our
police officers in safe cars. For the second
year in a row, we propose to purchase a
hybrid model.
The Highway Garage is in need of repairs
and expansion, so a Warrant for $60,000
will be presented at Town Meeting.

The funds will cover the costs of a fire
monitoring system, an updated exhaust
system, heat sensors and an improved
work area for truck repairs. The Highway
Staff do as many repairs as they can, saving
the Town many dollars every year, but
they are operating with limited space and
inadequate ventilation.
This fall we opened a well-built,
functioning re-use center at Recycling
with our unassigned fund balance and
insurance money. This year, it is important
to pave part of the Recycling Center‘s road
and work area to cut down dust and allow
equipment to work more effectively. This
expense will be another Warrant Article
which will cover the cost of paving and
a new concrete slab. At this time, we are
waiting for the concrete slab estimate
What you don’t see in the budget is the
Revolving Funds which are accumulated
and used by our Recreation Department
and the Police Department. Those funds
cover smaller needs that come up in any
given year. The Recreation Department
has a $20,000 Warrant for a new pool
house roof – something the revolving fund
cannot and should not cover.
Our Unassigned fund balance of over
$1,700,000 enables us to use $200,000 to
fund necessary repairs to Town Hall and
other buildings. If you were to walk around
Town Hall, you would see that we need to
paint the entire structure. Viewed from
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the Common, it looks good, but up close
Town Hall needs to be scraped, have mold
removed and be painted. We also have
problems with the sagging second-floor
ceiling, and some leaks which appear now
and again. This Warrant for repairs will also
include necessary repairs at the Walpole
Town Library, as well as renovations and
upgrades in the North Walpole library.
A water meter will be replaced at the
Recreation Center.
I never like to see my tax bill increase,
but neither do I want to under pay
municipal employees, not maintain our
public buildings nor proactively provide
good equipment for our departments
who maintain our roads, safeguard our
lives and property, and handle our waste.
Covid-9 and/or its mutations are still
plaguing us. At this point we still plan to
have our in-person election March 9 at
Town Hall and our Town Meeting March 13
at the Walpole Middle School gymnasium.
Should cases continue to rise in Walpole,
we may have to switch to a virtual meeting.
However, I remain positive that we will be
able to conduct business as usual – well
almost – by in person meetings. If we need
to change our plans we will let you all
know immediately.
Brownfield work will pick up as winter
fades, so next month I will talk about that
project because it will affect our downtown
parking temporarily.
– Peggy Pschirrer

Walpole Conservation
Commission
Hello from the desk of the Walpole
Conservation Commission. As I write
this, we live in a time with COVID levels
rising and people being encouraged to
stay safe and socially distance. Luckily,
we live in a beautiful rural town where
we can do this while also enjoying the
outside.
The Walpole Trail Committee just
had its second meeting, and we are
discussing the town’s trails and planning
a strategy to map them. Mapping trails
is no small task, so it will take some time,
but we hope to have them available for
the public in the coming months. We will
also be planning trail maintenance and
trail workshops this year, with the goal
of updating and upgrading our existing
trails. This is a perfect time to not only
learn about and see our trails firsthand,
but to be really involved in them. It’s a
great feeling to walk a trail to which you
know you have contributed.
I would also like to introduce the idea
of an “Adopt-a-Trail” program, where one
would volunteer to walk a certain trail
frequently, clean up any litter, and report
downed trees or trail damage back to
the Trail Committee. This is another
great way to contribute to the town of
Walpole, while also getting exercise and
being outdoors.
For all trail related updates, keep
reading our monthly contribution here,
check our Facebook page or the WCC
meeting minutes for updates. You may
also email dumont.steven.p@gmail.com
to become a part of the Trail Committee.

In the meantime, don’t forget to send us
suggested uses for the Walpole Gateway.
As a reminder, there is a comment
box on the porch of the Walpole Town
Library. Feel free to stop by and drop
off a comment. You may also reach
out to the Conservation Commission
through the Facebook Page or email us
at conservation@walpolenh.us. And,
as always, the public is encouraged to
attend the virtual WCC meetings held
monthly on the first Monday of the
month at 7:00 pm.
For my second nature-related quote,
which I hope you enjoy, I turn to John
Muir.
“Keep close to Nature’s heart... and
break clear away, once in a while, and
climb a mountain or spend a week in the
woods. Wash your spirit clean...”Cheers,
		

Please join Friends of Hooper Institute.
Our goal is to enliven, enrich and promote
all programs, services and facilities of the
Hooper Institute, Walpole’s own since
1930.
Here’s why. In the time of COVID, we
still have forest trails open and school
gardens growing. We are teaching all
grades remotely and challenging our
students to see the world around them
with new eyes.

– Steven Dumont

OLD HOME DAYS
Postponed Again

Old Home Days again has
sadly been postponed for
another year. Originally
scheduled for June 2020,
the event was rolled to 2021
due to concerns with Covid.
But, with safety concerns
continuing, and insufficient
planning time, the committee
recently decided it would
again be best to postpone
this traditional event. Even
trimming it down to a parade
and fireworks would group
too many people, and proper
planning takes the better part
of a year.
– Ray Boas
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We are hoping for some special events
and public programming in 2021. Please
know we are planning a fruit tree pruning
workshop, a special spring wreath
making event, a build a bluebird house
for your yard and our fields, as well as
summer camps and the high school work
program, perhaps looking and being
different in the midst of uncertainty. We
are dedicated to our mission and we will
show up for the people of Walpole.
Join us and watch for a FOHI Annual
Meeting announcement in March, 2021.
Individual Member: $20.00; Family
Membership: $40.00; Free will gifts,
donations; the sky is the limit. Mail to PO
Box 135, Walpole NH 03608
Thank you.
– Helen Dalbeck

Happy New Year fellow Walpole
recyclers. We at Walpole Recycling are
hopeful for a safe and fun 2021. Walpole
Recycling was booming in 2020, and we
hope to keep going strong in the new year.
Walpole recycling processed and baled
over 300,000 lbs. of cardboard in 2020!
That’s a huge number for a small town.
Our cardboard recycling numbers are
accentuated by the diligent cardboard
recycling business that we do with Mr.
G’s. They swap out 53 ft. trailers full of
cardboard at least twice during each work
week. We are able to reuse thousands of
banana boxes from Mr. G’s for a variety
of useful purposes. The food shelf needs
several pallets of these boxes to package
food for holiday meals, and we are able
to effectively package loose glass bottles
with the banana boxes for redemption
shipments. Volunteers and staff process 2
pallets of redeemable glass bottles each
week within the rigid confines of the
banana boxes.

Historical Society
The Walpole Historical Society continues to offer glimpses into its varied
collection, while weather and health
concerns keep supporters distant. Since
April 2020, a weekly illustrated email
distribution, “The Walpole Heritage
Museum comes to you,” has been
regaling recipients with some of the
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In a year where cardboard value greatly
fluctuated, the town of Walpole received
$8,965.00 for our recycled cardboard.
Recycling cardboard allows mills to
process and create new material without
taking down more trees. Keeping over
300,000 pounds of weight out of our
compactor saves the town money as well!!
Our recycling attendant Tom Donovan
has processed so much cardboard for the
town of Walpole that we have nicknamed
him “the Crushah.”
Please remember to watch out for ice
and snow when attending Walpole Recycling. We have sand available to the
public in the green container next to the
compactor. Please wear a mask at Walpole
Recycling. Hope to see you soon.
– Patty/Shaena/Tom/Ben & volunteers

many stories from Walpole’s history: the
mittens knitted from Walpole wool for
a committed Walpole abolitionist, the
wedding dress worn by two Walpole
sisters and preserved in the Historical
Society collections along with a piece of
nineteenth-century wedding cake, the
Walpole company that made Christmas
wreaths for the White House…the stories
abound!
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To support the work of the Walpole
Historical Society, please consider
becoming a member. Visit www.
walpolehistory.com for updates on 2021
activities and plans and for membership
forms. To add your name to “The
Walpole Heritage Museum comes to
you” distribution list, email a request to
newsletter@walpolehistory.com.
		

– Christie Winmill

Walpole Infrastructure
Periodically, the NH Department of
Environmental Services (NHDES) inspects
our bridges and dams for compliance
with state regulations. Currently, we
have 1 bridge and 2 dams that are listed
as deficient and out of compliance.
These are the Houghton Brook Bridge
at Wentworth Road, Mill Pond Dam,
and Reservoir Dam. Although some of
the deficiencies are minor in nature and
have been addressed, other deficiencies
will take a considerable amount of time
and money to correct. To help with this
work, the engineering company of Fuss
and O’Neal has been hired to help us fix
the remaining deficiencies.
In the case of the Houghton Brook
Bridge, the deficiencies are such that,
in order to correct them, the bridge
will need to be replaced. The culvert
under the bridge along with the sides
have significantly washed out the
embankments on each side of the bridge
which is causing environmental harm to
aquatic species that reside in Houghton
Brook. The engineering estimate for this
project is +/- $520,000. To help reduce
the cost to the town, we applied for and
were awarded a grant of $250,000 from
the ARM grant program. The remaining

monies will come from town reserve
funds. Work is expected to start by the
summer of 2022, given the time it takes
for permitting with the NHDES.
With respect to Reservoir Dam, NHDES
is requesting that the dam’s hazard
type be properly classified. Until the
hazard level of dam is classified, we
cannot estimate the cost of repair. Fuss
and O’Neal has been contracted to
develop a 2d engineering model. This
model will be used to demonstrate the
various scenarios of dam failure and
what we could expect as damage to the
surrounding area as a result. This work is
expected to be completed around the
end of March 2021. Once we hear back
from NHDES on the hazard classification,
we will update everyone on the next
steps.
Currently work on the Mill Pond Dam
has been moved back, but it is expected
that NHDES will require the same level of
upfront engineering as Reservoir Dam.
Once the hazard has been classified,
we can work on a plan to correct the
deficiencies.
At this time none of the deficiencies
create an immediate threat to the town,
and the NHDES has been cooperative in
the process of solving the issues.
		
– Steve Dalessio
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Continued from Page 1, Tavern

Town of Walpole in 1926. In 2018, the
Hooper Golf Course and the former
Watkins Tavern were sold and the
property subdivided.
During the hearing, Cindy Westover
represented the seller, Fred Dill. The
new owners, Eric Brandolini and C. J.
Lederman, attended via Zoom from
Iowa while en route from Utah. Ms.
Westover stated, “The Tavern property is
a little over 8 acres and subdivided from
the golf course…The new owners have
applied for a LLC, and the place will be
called Watkins Hill Tavern and Inn.”
New owners Eric Brandolini
and C. J. Lederman

Walpole Unitarian
Facing Racism Forum
The next date/time for our Facing
Racism forum on ZOOM is February
18 at 7:00-8:30 pm. The discussion will
center around the book Caste by Isabel
Wilkerson. Those interested in joining
the discussion should email the church
at wuuch@myfairpoint.net and ask to be
put on the contact list.
Food Collection for
Fall Mountain Food Shelf
We continue our twice monthly
collections of food and personal items
for the Fall Mt. Food Shelf. Please leave
any non-perishable items in the crate
on the porch of Hastings Parish House,
14 Union Street, behind the church. Do
not leave items that could freeze and
burst. Pick-up and delivery dates are on
February 12 and 26 at noon.
Sunday Services at 10:00 am: The link
for our Sunday services can be found
each Sunday morning on our website
(www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org)
– Wendy Harty
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Westover continued explaining that
plans are for the second and first floor
layouts to remain the same. A second
floor half bath will become a threequarter bathroom. The new owners will
live on the second floor. On the first
floor, a bar will be installed in the room
next to the kitchen. It will also serve the
adjoining porch. A liquor license will be
obtained from the state. The porch will
remain as is. Overall, Westover said there
is no change in use.
Article continues on Page 13
Paid Advertisement

Congregational Church
February is the month of love, and
who doesn’t LOVE peanut butter? The
First Congregational Church of Walpole
will be having their annual Peanut Butter
Drive the month of February. The many
jars of peanut butter collected will be
given to the Fall Mountain Food Shelf.
There will be a box at the church
office, which is open from 9:00 am to
12:00 noon Monday through Friday, for
your contributions. If you would rather
donate money, that also can be delivered
to the church. Please include “peanut
butter” on the memo line. Thank you for
supporting this drive.
– Chris Miller

7

St. John’s Episcopal
Here we are with more months of
winter ahead of us. There are two
upcoming items that might brighten your
winter. We invite you to join us via Zoom
on Tuesday, February 2 at 7:00 pm for the
service of Candlemas. It is Christian Holy
Day commemorating the presentation
of Jesus at the Temple. In England and
Ireland this holy day is associated with
blessing seeds and candles. The worship
will follow the format of Evening Prayer
with a special time for blessing seeds and
candles. Bring yours to be blessed! (The
Zoom link is available on our website
www.stjohnswalpole.org)
You are invited to join the conversation
that members of St. John’s will be having
about Racial Justice. The Episcopal
Church of the USA has developed a tenweek curriculum called Sacred Ground
which congregations are invited to use
with others. “It is a film and readingsbased dialogue series on race, grounded
in faith. Small groups are invited to walk
through chapters of America’s history
of race and racism, while weaving in
threads of family story, economic class,
and political and regional identity”. It is
a program designed especially for white
people to talk with other white people.
We hope to be joining with other
faith groups or simply interested
neighbors. Please email Rev. Duncan
Hilton, our priest-in-charge at pastor@
stjohnswalpole.org, or leave a message
at the church office phone (603-7564533) if you might like to be part of this
small group.
The group will meet next on Tuesday,
February 2 at 1:00 pm on Zoom to discuss
proposed meeting times and schedule.
		
– Marilyn Wilking

The crush of winter cold begins to ebb
during the month of February as the days
lengthen and the sun strengthens. This
can be a comfortable month to get out
and enjoy the snow by ski, snowshoe,
snowmobile and sled. Have you ever
done an outing during the full moon in
winter? February is a good month to
try. Many Native American tribes refer to
the full moon in February as the “Snow
Moon”.
shaped like a pencil. Capped columns
are pencil shaped with a hexagonal plate
or crystal capping one or both ends.
Needles look like their name. Irregular
crystals look like rock candy. Spatial
dendrites have delicately cut points akin
to our more finely cut ferns.

People who live at high Latitudes have
a multitude of names for snow and ice.
The Inuit (Eskimo) are reputed to have
as many as fifty words for snow and ice
describing many different conditions.
The Scots and Norse of northern Europe
also have a varied snow vocabulary. This
is especially crucial if your livelihood,
indeed your survival depends on travel
in winter to find food or hunt.
In Inuit life, before you harness the dog
team or fire up the snow machine, you
might want to consider the conditions.
Will soft deep snow (muruaneq) slow
travel while crystalline snow (pukak)
make travel swifter? Will the slushy ice by
the sea (qinu) make it difficult to launch
your boat (umiak) to go seal hunting?
In 1951, the International Commission
on Snow and Ice recognized seven
principal types of snow. Stellar crystals
are six pointed stars. Think of the ones we
fashion out of folded paper. Hexagonal
plates are six sided flat discs while
hexagonal columns are six sided and

of Snow Crystals by Dover Publishers.
You’ll be in for a treat. It contains 2,453
illustrations of individual snowflakes he
photographed in the 1920’s. You may
be familiar with the children’s book
Snowflake Bentley by Jacqueline Briggs
Martin. It profiles his
determination to
capture snowflake
images at his
home in Jericho,
Vermont.
Better yet, make
your own snowflake
Wilson Bentley
Three additional ice forms are included.
If a snowflake encounters warmer air
in its descent, it may partially melt and
become graupel. Even more melting
and it becomes an ice pellet. Hail rarely
forms during the winter months as the
others do. I remember the Blizzard of
1978 produced many capped columns
in Walpole. These rare shapes looked as
though tiny toys had tumbled from the
troposphere.
If you’re not familiar with the work of
Wilson “Snowflake” Bentley, find a copy
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(qanuk) catcher. A small piece of dark
cloth will do. Put it outside in the chill of
the next snowstorm. Use a magnifying
glass to view these tiny gems of the falling
snow (qanik) or fresh snow (nutaryuk).
How does snow form? A particle of
dust or pollen is at the heart of every
snowflake. A cold, water droplet forms
around it and freezes. As each coated
particle is pulled to earth water vapor
aids the growth of the crystals. Stratus
clouds are really saturated with it. But
it’s temperature that determines the
delicate forms of each six-sided jewel.
Which leads us to that old question, is it
true no two snowflakes are alike? See if
you can answer that with your own snow
studies!

Library
February Services
Walpole Town Library is on Instagram!
The library now has an Instagram account.
Follow us @ walpoletownlibrary.
Homebound Delivery Service
Is Covid-19 making it difficult to get
to the library to pick up and return your
materials? Why not let the library bring
them to you! Call or email us with your
requests or let us pick out some books/
movies for you. We will drop off at your
home and pick up when items are due
back at the library. Delivery hours are
from 10 am – 1 pm on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
Virtual Bake Off in February
Join us for the first Great Walpole Town
Library Bake Off! Bake and decorate a
cake at home and email a photo of your
creation to us at walpolelibrarycirc@
gmail.com. We will post a picture of each
cake on the library’s website where you

will be able to vote for your favorite in
3 categories: most delicious looking
cake, most impressive decoration and
the cake that makes you smile. Anyone
can vote (not just bakers), just one vote
for each category per person. The Bake
Off begins on February 1st. Photos of
finished cakes must be received by
February 15th. Photos will be posted, and
voting will take place between February
17th and 24th. Three lucky winners
will each win a brand-new cookbook.
More information and instructions for
participating will be posted at https://
www.walpoletownlibrary.org.
New StoryWalk
There is a new library StoryWalk in the
North Walpole Village Park! Be sure to
check it out with your family. We will be
alternating the stories between our two
locations: North Walpole and Distant Hill
Nature Trail.
– Jane Malmberg

“If you’re honest
with your
audience,
you can’t go wrong.”
– Larry King
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Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...the word “vaccine” comes

a cut made in the skin. Soon James
developed mild fever and discomfort.
from the Latin word for cow, reflecting
In nine days he felt cold and had lost
the origins of smallpox vaccination?
his appetite. But, the next day he was
My curiosity research takes me down
much better. Experimenting further, in
many different routes. In re-studying
July 1796, Jenner inoculated the boy
the French and Indian Wars, on a map
of Rogers Island in the Hudson
River I saw marked “Smallpox
Hospital.” During the war, Rogers
Island (yes, Rogers Rangers), and
the adjoining Fort Edward, made
up the third largest community
in North America after New York
City and Boston. The island and
fort are situated where the river
Victorian
makes its turn south at a point due
Smallpox
south of Lake Champlain. The Lake
Victim
Champlain Canal now joins the
Hudson River at this point.
There was no cure for Smallpox
in the 1750s when the hospital was
established on Rogers Island. The
sick were left to die. Smallpox came
from Europe to North America in
the 1600s. Its introduction to the
New World decimated the native
population. In 1721, Boston, with
a population of 11,000, had more
than 6,000 cases. At least 850
people died from the disease.
Eventually it was understood transmission occurred from inhalation
of the airborne Variola virus, usually
from oral or nasal cavity droplets.
Transmission was from one person
to another, primarily through face-toagain, this time with matter from a fresh
face contact, and within a distance of six
smallpox lesion. No disease developed,
feet. Sound familiar?
and Jenner concluded that protection
But you ask, what’s with the cow, and
was complete.  
how did vaccines begin? See how one
At first, inoculation (vaccination) was
thing can lead to another? Centuries
accomplished
by inserting or rubbing
ago, someone noticed that nobody
powdered
smallpox
scabs or fluid from
became ill with smallpox more than
pustules
from
an
infected
person into
once. Those who had smallpox and
superficial
scratches
made
in
the skin of
survived the high mortality rate were
protected for life. Dairymaids were heard
to say, “I shall never have smallpox for I
have had cowpox. I shall never have an
ugly pockmarked face.” It was commonly
believed that dairymaids were in some
way protected from smallpox. In May
1796, Edward Jenner found a young
dairymaid, Sarah Nelms, who had fresh
cowpox lesions on her hands and arms.
The cowpox sores were similar to those
of smallpox.
Using matter from Nelms’ lesions, he
inoculated an 8-year-old boy, James
Phipps. At that time, fresh matter would
be taken from a ripe pustule (a small
blister or pimple) of an infected person
and rubbed on another, often through
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another. Piston syringes for delivering
ointments and creams for medical use
were used almost 2,000 years ago. In
the 19th century, hypodermic syringes
were large needles that could rust or
snap in two. Glass barrels could be used,
but cracked. Tips of these crude syringes
leaked.
Before disposable needles were
developed in the 1960s, needles needed
to be sharpened and sterilized. Those
of us growing up in the 1950s and 60s
Edward
Jenner

can remember the painful
puncture and sting of those
needles. But, since then,
needles have become thinner
and sharper, and you hardly
feel a thing, if at all.  
Cowpox served as a natural
vaccine until the modern
smallpox vaccine emerged in
the 19th century. In 1967, the World
Health Organization (WHO) launched an
intensified plan to eradicate smallpox.
Widespread immunization was con
ducted around the world, with the
last known natural case in Somalia in
1977. In 1980, WHO declared smallpox
eradicated – the only infectious disease
to achieve this distinction. And achieved
with science and vaccinations.

Reader Commentary
A big THANK YOU to all my wonderful
customers. I am finally retired after 34
years!
The Drive-By was great. I just wish that
I could have given everyone a HUG.
I would like to thank the Select Board,
they have been the best. Special thanks
to Peggy for organizing the drive by.

I don’t have a way with words, but
everything was greatly appreciated,
especially the cards and well wishes that
I received. My only regret is that I didn’t
retire several years ago when my hearing
and arthritis were better. I will miss seeing
everyone and the stories that you shared
with me through the years.
You might see me walking my dog
Becky around the common.
Thank you again.
– Sandy Smith

			

Sandy and her daughter, Terry Jo Terrell
Photos: Ray Boas

From Page 1

Public Hearing

February 4, 2021, 5:30 pm
You are hereby notified that
the Walpole Selectboard will host
a public meeting on Thursday,
February 4, 2021 at 5:30 pm for a
presentation of the 2021 Annual
Budget and Warrant Articles. This
meeting will take place virtually
online via Zoom.
For Zoom invitation information,
visit
www.walpolenh.us/townnews for the online meeting
link and dial-in phone number,
meeting number and password.
For assistance accessing the
meeting, call 756-3672 or email
sdowning@walpolenh.us. If the
public is unable to gain and
maintain access, the hearing will
be adjourned and rescheduled.
Check walpolenh.us for updates.

You Need
to Know That…

The Town of Walpole
Parking Ordinance and Snow Removal
and Ice Control Policy
May Be Found for Reference on the Clarion Website.
From Any Page, Click on the Snowplow
on the Right Hand Sidebar.

SPAM Luncheon Meat
Invented in 1937, the name possibly
a contraction of spiced ham, was
named by actor Kenneth Daigneau,
brother of R. H. Daigneau, a former
Hormel Foods vice president. Jay C.
Hormel wanted to create a catchy
brand name to give his spiced ham
an unforgettable identity..
Can be used to:
Polish Furniture - SPAM
purportedly makes good furniture
polish, according to the New York
Times Magazine
Steam-proof mirrors - SPAM can
be used to keep the condensation
off the bathroom mirror when
showering, also according to New
York Times Magazine
Go fishing - - SPAM makes
excellent bait, according to Ann
Kondo Corum, author of Hawaii’s
SPAM Cookbook
And if you ever wondered…
If laid end to end, five billion cans
of SPAM would circle the earth 12.5
times. Five billion cans of SPAM
would feed a family of four three
meals a day for 4,566,210 years.

•

•

•

Adapted from: MAGIC BRANDS:
1,185 Brand-New Uses for
Brand-Name Products by Joey Green.
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An Interview
With WES
Girls’ Coach Sandy Smidutz
Although the winter season has not
begun, Walpole sports are hoping to
begin soon. Sandy Smidutz has been
coaching basketball since the late
1980’s. According to Smidutz, “I was
fortunate enough to be part of the
Walpole program then, and may even
have coached some of the Moms that
now grace our sidelines.” For the last two
seasons, she has been the Walpole girls’
basketball coach.
When asked what are some things she
wants to focus on this year, she said, “My
focus will be on sportsmanship above all
else. Skill development and teamwork
also top the list, as well as having fun.”
She wants to work towards building
confidence in each player by focusing
on fundamentals. There is also a focus on
enthusiasm, respect, and support while
playing the game. “We will also continue
to work on communication and building
a strong team environment.”
Sandy’s favorite part of being a coach
is watching the kids improve and seeing
how their hard work paid off. “Seeing a
box out, a defensive steal, a give-and-go
or the team push down a fast break for
the first time is the best. I just love the
game of basketball and try to instill that
in my players,” said Smidutz. “Maybe one
of them will want to coach in Walpole
someday too.”
– Kelsey Fillion (Grade 7)

Book Review
One of Us is Lying
In One of Us is Lying, a young adult
novel by Karen M. McManus, five kids
meet in detention after being pranked
by a student they didn’t know would
do such a thing. After a distracting car
accident outside the school’s window,
they go back to doing their work-until
a student drops dead to the floor... No
one else was in the room except them,
so who is the liar?
Personally, I thought this book
was fantastic. The librarian that
recommended this book to me REALLY
wasn’t lying when she said that it was
filled with twists and turns. Honestly, the
book doesn’t start off slow, it gets you to
the point. That’s what I like about it. Most
mysteries start off slow and build up, but
this one left you hanging until the final
page.
I would say that this book would be
recommended for ages 12 or 13 to 15
to 16 years old. The reason I say this is
because there is some romance and
violence – not too
much of it though.
Mystery fans out
there, you’ll adore
this novel. You
might even finish
it in one to two
days...because
that’s when I had
finished it. It didn’t
take me long to
realize this was a
book for mystery
and romance fans
(like me).
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I would absolutely give this book a five
star rating because of how well written
it was. I hoped the mystery would never
end! I haven’t read the sequel, One of Us
is Next yet, but I have just started it! I will
write another book review after I have
finished it.
You can find this book in the Walpole
Town Library
– Sophia D’Alessandro (Grade 6)

Illustration by Howard Andros in A HISTORY OF WALPOLE
NEW HAMPSHIRE by Martha Frizzell, 1962.
Continued from Page 7, Tavern

Hooper Golf Course’s David Howell spoke with the new
owners who said, “We want to revive Watkins Tavern as a
usable community space and destination inn. To accomplish
this, we are going to build a bar that will sell local craft beer,
delicious wine, and fresh food made with products from local
suppliers. We are remodeling the upstairs bedrooms to be 3
unique rooms updated to modern standards, yet alive with
the tavern’s historical charm. Whether for a beer after 9 holes, a
quick weekend getaway, or a golfer’s idyllic vacation, we hope
to provide a gathering place for the community of Walpole and
tourists alike.”				
– Ray Boas
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The Saga of Chubb
According to Cousin Darryl, Elwud has
gone off to learn to surf. Sounds strange
because I’ve never know Elwud to
venture further from home than maybe
to Windsor.
Well, we’re heading into February,
looking forward to Groundhog Day,
President’s Day, Valentine’s Day and
the end to this cold, snow and ice and
especially the end to this pandemic.
Many of you are looking forward to
day light savings and the first day of
spring.
If you are reading this then you have
almost made it through the crazy winter
of frigid temperatures, ice, snow and
mini heat waves. However, if you think
the temperatures were cold, you should
have been around the year I turned six.
It was back on the farm we lived on in
Chester, Vermont. It got so cold that the
mercury froze in the thermometer. It
got so cold that we thought we had lost
our old horse, Chub. Chub was our work
horse on the farm we had a little south
of Chester, VT. Chub was a great work
horse. He would not move a muscle
until you spoke to him. Say, “Giddap”
and he would move forward and “whoa”
and he would stop. He never nipped nor
kicked or swished his tail in your face.
He did have a bad habit of releasing gas
but that’s a story for another time.
Well it was in the mid 1940’s
when a major nor’easter hit and the
temperatures dropped to minus thirty
degrees in a matter of minutes. We
hurried through our chores, locked
down the barn doors and headed for
the house. Once inside the wood stoves
were stoked and we hunkered down for
the duration. Twenty four hours later
we were able to venture out to tend to
our animals. Imagine our shock when
we found, not only the outside barn
door open, but Chub’s stall door was
open and he was nowhere to be seen.
Well, between the snow we already had
and the new accumulation, Chester and
surrounding areas were buried in over
ten feet of snow. We mourned the loss
of poor old Chub and wondered what
we would find come spring.
The temperatures remained below
zero much of the time way into the
end of March. Then on March 30 them
high and low pressure systems did
something that happens perhaps only

once a century. Don’t ask me what it is
called but it caused the temperatures
to go from a minus ten degrees to over
sixty in a matter of 18 hours. Snow
melted and people started shedding
clothes. And there, not twenty feet from
the barn stood old Chub, in near perfect
condition. As we stood around with
our mouths open and speechless, my
older sister, said, “I wonder what would
happen if someone hollered Giddap?”
As she said it Old Chub shuddered and
walked into the barn and started eating
hay like nothing had happened.
Of course my friends said I made it all
up but I promise that is the true story as
near as I can recall.

Keep Up on
Walpole Happenings
Receive almost daily updates
Visit The Walpolean
https://thewalpolean.org/
Sign Up to
FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL

CLARION CALENDAR
A COVID CASUALTY
Not much scheduled, and
recent calendars
have been sparse.
To save print space,
for the time being,
calendar items will be posted
on the CLARION website.
This will include scheduled
Town meetings and weekly
library news. And, hopefully,
any other events.
Once on the CLARION
website - click on the generic
calendar on the sidebar
on the right.
Thank you for your
understanding.

FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after more than 9 years of publication:
One Year Ago (February, 2020) -Walpole resident and legend, Jack Pratt,
has permanently protected 42 acres of his property by going through the
conservation process with the Monadnock Conservancy. The conserved parcel
includes open fields, stone walls, maple trees, forested slopes, a stream and two
ponds.
Three Years Ago (February, 2018) - Walpole native Tim Baucom is headed to
Pyeong Chang for the 2018 Winter Olympics. He is part of the coaching/service
staff for the U.S. Cross Country Ski Team.
Five Years Ago (February, 2016) - Rich farmland, owned by Perley Lund,
along the Cold River in Walpole, will remain part of the area’s long agricultural
history. Lund worked with the Monadnock Conservancy to conserve his 9-acre
field land with a conservation easement, which guarantees that the land will
never be developed and can continue to be used for farming.
Seven Years Ago (February, 2014) - Walpole thespians, Tara Sad and Ray Boas
have been cast to perform in Charlestown’s River Theater Company’s production
of A. R. Gurney’s ‘Love Letters’ at the Walpole Town Hall.
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The

Passed

Robert (Bob) A. Malila
January 23, 1954 - December 11, 2020
Paul Rogers
July 7, 1941 - December 23, 2020
Nancy Ramsay
July 13, 1942 - January 7, 2021
Charmian Trundle
March 22, 1917 - early January, 2021
(Holder of Walpole’s Boston Cane honoring
Walpole’s oldest resident)

Kudos

Jessica Carpenter,
daughter of Mr & Mrs John L. Carpenter of Walpole,
completed a course of study as a Veterinary Technician
at Holyoke Community College, in Holyoke, Mass.
She will receive an Associate Degree
upon completion of the state board of license in the spring.

Like Us On Facebook
for News and Updates

The
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rayboas@comcast.net
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Tara Sad: Copy-Editing
Jan Kobeski: Layout & Design
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Publisher’s Corner
I am writing this as we approach
February. I do not feel we have had
a tough winter weather-wise, except
for one big snowfall. But it has been a
tough winter. Tough because COVID
has impacted everything in our lives,
including your Clarion. At least, as
of this morning, I am on the list for a
COVID shot appointment.
Tough on your Clarion because I
have again had to shrink the number
of pages. There is little news, past
or present, to share with you. I also
deleted (for now) the two calendar
pages. They were barren last month.
Instead I have moved the dates and
times of the regularly-scheduled
town board meetings, and a link to
the library’s weekly events to a page
on the Clarion website (see page
14). In addition, I will note upcoming
events so you can mark your own
calendars, and then check the current
issue of your Clarion for details.
Hopefully this will be temporary, but
I fear current conditions will last into
the fall, at best.
You will note Old Home Days is
postponed for another year. Town
meetings are being held by Zoom. And
even the “horse thieves” tied up in front
of screens for their annual meeting.
Still, with these changes, I feel blessed
with health and enough interests and
projects to comfortably stay to myself.
Friends and acquaintances know I am
an “email person,” so with that social
link and my books and my writings
from the desk of your publisher, all is
well. You too, please Stay Safe and Stay
Well. Even with shots being taken, we
must exercise caution.
– Ray Boas, Publisher
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