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Hubbard Commemorates a Centennial, 
Lays Foundation for Next 100 Years with $20 Million R&D Investment 

 
Expansion signals growth and success for Hubbard worldwide 

 
USA - Hubbard® has announced plans to expand and upgrade its Walpole, NH, US, Research 
and Development (R&D) operations. Representing an investment of $20 million, the project will 
mean an increase in capabilities and capacity, as well as improvement in performance, 
biosecurity and innovation, along with bird health and welfare. Work will commence 
immediately, with completion slated for mid-2022. When finished, the expansion will bring 
approximately 40 new jobs to Walpole and Cheshire County. 
 
This momentous R&D development will enable Hubbard to strengthen service and supply to its 
worldwide customers amid an ongoing growth in demand for its popular, high-quality 
conventional broiler breeding stock. The project will enable Hubbard to enhance its breeding 
program with the very latest leading technological innovations, and expand its R&D 
capabilities, as well as egg storage, hatchery, and chick processing capacities. The investment 
will also include a new R&D grow-out farm called “Centennial Farm” in honour of Hubbard’s 
100-year anniversary. 
 

 
Chesterfield Farm: renovation of one of the pedigree layer houses has recently been completed. 
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Multi-phase undertaking with numerous benefits  
The project will be completed in five phases, all adding significant value to Hubbard’s North 
American operations. Phase 1 includes the construction of a state-of-the-art feed conversion 
research farm, enabling continuous improvement of the rate at which feed is converted to live 
body weight. Progress in FCR contributes greatly to environmental sustainability as well as 
profitability for poultry businesses. During the next two phases, an R&D grow farm will be built 
on recently purchased land, while an existing R&D grow-out farm will be renovated. These 
facilities will enable Hubbard to protect the health and safety of its flocks by further 
strengthening its rigorous biosecurity program. Phase 4 will see the expansion of the Walpole 
R&D hatchery with the latest incubation and hatchery technology, and the final stage will be to 
upgrade lay houses of the existing farms with the latest ventilation, lighting and equipment 
technologies. 
 
“Through continuous innovation, improvement and global expansion, our goal at Hubbard is to 
fulfil our mission to provide the world’s growing population with a valuable source of protein,” 
remarked Olivier Rochard, Hubbard’s Managing Director. “With this investment, we’ve laid a 
solid foundation for success for our company, as well as our worldwide customers, in the 
coming 100 years.” 
 
 
For further information, please contact your regional sales representative or: 
marketing.hubbard@hubbardbreeders.com 
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About Hubbard 
 
From the small flock of chickens with which Ira and Oliver Hubbard began the business in 1921, Hubbard 
has grown to one of the major international broiler breeding companies in the world. The poultry 
industry has seen remarkable changes during the past 90 years, with dramatic results for the benefit of 
humankind. Hubbard has played, and will continue to play, an important and vital role in this great 
industry. 
 
Oliver Hubbard’s graduation from the New Hampshire Agriculture College in 1921 can be seen as the 
beginning of Hubbard in the commercial poultry business. From 1921 up to the acquisition by Merck in 
1974, Hubbard has always been a family company. In 1997 Hubbard merged with the ISA-group from 
France, purely focusing on broiler breeding as from 2003. In 2005, Hubbard was acquired by Groupe 
Grimaud (a French family group). During February 2018 Hubbard has become a member of the Aviagen 
Group®, of the German family group Erich Wesjohann Group (EWG), and continues to operate as 
independent breeding company within the Aviagen Group®. 
  
Hubbard’s commitment is to offer a wide range of products ranging from conventional cost-efficient 
broilers to slow(er) growing chickens. Hubbard’s genetic programs are designed and dedicated to meet 
the growing challenges of our civilization by providing efficient, healthy, high-quality and tasty chicken 
meat for the world's growing population. 
 
Hubbard operates its selection programs in North America and Europe. Hubbard has a longstanding 
experience in breeding, developing and marketing breeding stock for both conventional and premium 
markets. 
 
A presence in nearly 100 countries around the world and the support of dedicated teams involved in 
R&D, Production, Customer Support, Sales and Marketing assure the continuity to deliver quality 
products that are best suited to the different broiler markets throughout the world. 
 

Hubbard, the breeding company with a century of rich history and a bright future to come! 
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