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Summer Gets Underway

The Children’s 
Literacy Foundation
The Children’s Literacy Foundation 

(CLiF) is a grassroots nonprofit founded 
in New Hampshire in 1998. CLiF’s mission 
is to nurture a love of reading and writ-
ing among low-income, at-risk, and rural 
children up to age 12 throughout New 
Hampshire and Vermont.  

Over the past 23 years, CLiF’s inspiring 
free literacy programs and its 68 profes-
sional presenters (local authors, illustra-
tors, poets, storytellers, and graphic nov-
elists) have served almost 350,000 chil-
dren in 420 communities across the Twin 
States, and CLiF has donated almost $9 
million in new books to those children 
who need them the most: children in 
shelters and affordable housing; refugee 
and foster children; children in rural com-
munities with limited resources; children 
of prison inmates; and many others.
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Work began on May 11 to replace and 
improve water lines on Elm Street from 
the Town Hall south. Also intermittently 
impacted during several day time pe-
riods has been water service to South 
Street, Ford Avenue, and Washington 
and Westminster Streets. The majority 

of the work is on Elm Street replacing 
the over 100 year old six inch main line, 
which as you can see in the image, barely 
a pinprick of space was left for water to 
pass through. Costs are borne by water/
sewer user fees, and not tax dollars.

          – Ray Boas

Meanwhile, Underground…
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CLiF’s programs spark a commu-
nity-wide love of literacy.  In resource-
strapped communities where many kids 
struggle with language arts it sends: 1) 
professional authors, illustrators, poets, 
storytellers who inspire young minds; 2) 
a flood of new books for children, teach-
ers, and local librarians; 3) flexible literacy 
grants for local educators; and 4) special 
family literacy events to help reluctant 
parents get more involved.  It also hosts 
free annual conferences to support edu-
cators and librarians as they strive to in-
spire young readers and writers. And in 
17 prisons, CLiF has helped thousands 
of inmates forge a vital bond with their 
kids through a new ability to connect 
through children’s books.

This award-winning nonprofit operates 
where the need is greatest. Children who 
have never met an author, who have few 
or no books at home, might leave one of 
CLiF’s hundreds of annual presentations 
having spoken with Jim Arnosky, Marty 
Kelley, or Katherine Paterson, clutching 
new, high-quality books they lovingly 
selected from hundreds of inspiring 
titles, and with an eye-opening sense of 
the power and joy of literacy.

If you’d like to learn more about CLiF’s 
work, or to make a donation, you can 
visit www.clifonline.org.  On the web-
site under ‘Programs’ are a series of 4-
minute videos that show CLiF’s work in 
action.  The website also has many free 
resources for parents, caregivers, and 
teachers. All CLiF’s programs are free, and 
program applications are available on 
the website.  Donations can be mailed to 
CLiF, 1536 Loomis Hill Road, Waterbury 
Center, VT 05677.        

– Duncan McDougall

(Editor’s note: I was thrilled when I 
learned of CLiF late last year, and greatly 
impressed with how they reach potential 
young readers in rural and at-risk situa-
tions in both New Hampshire and Vermont. 
My three children all had the same second 
grade teacher. At three “back to school 
nights”, I heard Connie Reeves (and I am 
usually not good at remembering names) 
say, “Please encourage your children to 
read, if only a comic book. Get them in the 
habit of reading.” Reading makes a big dif-
ference in life, so help CLiF if you can to get 
some youngsters on the path to learning 
and adventure.)

Photo PRovided
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Dunkin’
Half Baked
Yes, the company’s new doughnut-

making routine is baked on site instead 
of fried. Shops receive already pre-
pared dough by truck, frozen in round 
shapes. Then, what the company calls 
“on-demand baking”, the shops simply 
bake the doughnuts and do the neces-
sary finishing work (source - Dunkin’ 
Donuts Independent Franchise Owners 
website). The proposal presented by Jim 
Clifford to the Planning Board at its May 
11 meeting was incomplete - thus, “half-
baked”. Many pertinent questions made 
by planning board members could not 
be answered, and the public hearing is 
being continued in June, possibly along 
with the company’s proposal for its six 
acre massive solar array.

Sadly, besides this writer, only one 
resident was at the meeting along 
with one other couple on the agenda 
and two previous applicants listen-
ing in. With Clifford, representing NGP 
Management, headquartered in North 
Reading, MA, were two engineers. The 
architect designing the plans was not 
present. A great deal of time was spent 
with traffic studies and numbers. There 
are now two planned entrances into the 
eventual 10,000 square foot building. Off 
Route 12 the entrance will be opposite 
the drive into Diamond Pizza, and an en-
trance has now been included off Upper 

Walpole Road. Parking is planned for 40 
to 48 cars, and a potential expansion for 
16 more. The current width on Route 12 
allows for a planned new center left turn 
lane to be outlined from the blinker light 
entrance into the shopping plaza south 
almost to Upper Walpole Road. With 
traffic on Route 12 averaging 10,000 to 
12,000 trips a day, some of the numbers 
presented did not make total sense, but 
are based on proven studies.

Board member Dennis Marcom point-
ed out the roof lines on the elevation 
plan, which he said “do not look natural”. 
The placement of utilities on the roof 
(air handling - vent hoods) were not 
identified as to location and visibility. 
Questions were raised concerning place-
ment of an LP gas tank, and locations for 
storm water control and fire suppression. 
When asked for hours of operation, man-
ager Clifford said he did not know.

Broadband Update
The Fiber Optic Backbone  
in Walpole is Now Complete
The work now is to connect all who 

wish to connect to Consolidated’s fiber 
optic service in town. This the number to 
call – 1-844-988-1634

A Reminder – There are no  
Installation Fees
The Walpole Broadband committee 

wants to let Walpole residents know that 
there is no installation cost to install Fiber 
to your home.  We received the following 
from CCI in response to some questions. 

“Consolidated will not bill customers 
for the drop over 150’ as long as there is 
a defined path to the home that meets 
national electrical code.  This path would 
be an existing pole line or a useable con-
duit that runs from road to the home.  
Locations that do not have a suitable 
path would need to arrange for third 
party installation of conduit or pole 
access that traverses a customer’s private 
property.  There is no installation charge 
associated with a fiber connection from 
Consolidated Communications.”

Consolidated has made the mistake 
of charging some customers for instal-
lation. They are working to remedy this 
themselves, but please check your own 
statement after installation and, if there 
is a charge, please contact their custom-
er service.  

Prices Have Been Reduced
In April, Consolidated’s prices were re-

vised downward (rollout was the week 
of April 11). If you already have service 
from Consolidated, call them to take ad-
vantage of revised pricing.  If you are not 
currently a customer you may want to 
explore those revised prices.

No Television Package 
Consolidated is getting out of the busi-

ness of providing access to television 
themselves. Their position is that their 
high speed internet can be the vehicle 
for any number of 3rd party TV providers 
– Netflix, Hulu, etc.

VOIP – Now Available
VOIP (Voice Over Internet Protocol) 

is now available through CCI but the 
technical details of installation are not 
familiar to all installers, nor to the techni-
cal folks that the installers need to com-
municate with back at CCI while doing 
the install. For customers who want this 
particular service CCI is providing this 
phone number - 888-604-3050

– Dennis Marcom for  
    Walpole’s Broadband Committee

Considered incomplete, the public hear-
ing for the plan was continued to the 
June meeting.

The six acre solar array was briefly 
discussed, focusing on concerns and 
impact on aesthetics and taxes. Clifford 
stated their plan works financially now, 
but are hoping that future State legis-
lation will make the massive solar field 
“more appealing” for them. But will it be 
appealing to their Walpole neighbors, 
who, unlike out-of-state owner/opera-
tors, have to look at it every day.

       – Ray Boas
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Sam Jacobs

Friends of the Library 
Plant Sale
The 2021 Library Plant Sale is off to a 

great start! A big thank you to all who 
have donated plants, and, of course, to 
those who have dropped by the library 
to look at the beautiful selection and 
then buy these plants to brighten their 
homes. Your support is greatly appreciat-
ed. Since this sale is ongoing throughout 
the summer, please continue to donate 
and purchase plants. A special thanks to 
the people who have labeled their do-
nated plants. That’s a big selling point! 
Please direct any questions to Carol at 
756-9537                 

– Jana Sellarole

First Congregational
June 6, at 10:00 am, we are planning to 

hold an outdoor worship service on the 
north side of the church, weather permit-
ting. We will celebrate Holy Communion, 
and have obtained Covid-safe, sealed, 
individual communion elements, which 
Deacons will distribute to all who wish 
to receive. We request all in attendance 
continue to mask, as the CDC recom-
mends for all large gatherings.

Communion Sunday is every first 
Sunday of the month. All are welcome 
at the table. Our practice on Zoom has 
been for web-worshippers to take part 
using their own bread and cup. 

Sunday, June 20, we plan to resume reg-
ular, weekly worship in the sanctuary. We 
will continue to require masks be worn in 
the building, and practice social distancing 
out of an abundance of caution. 

Sunday worship is held each Sunday at 
10:00 am, which we will continue to make 

Hooper Institute
June is another busy month for the 

Hooper Institute. With the end of school 
on the horizon, tree studies are complet-
ed, river and watershed classes prepare 
6th grade for their two-day river trip, the 
school gardens are being planted, plan-
ning for Hooper Day Camp, Adventure 
Camp and Woodworking is underway, 
plus the high school work program 
begins. This is a fruitful, wondrous time 
for all. There are still openings for camp! 
Email to register, hooperinstitute@my-
fairpoint.net, and have a safe and healthy 
summer. See you on the trails and at the 
Hooper Institute!             – Helen Dalbeck

This month’s article brings a couple 
of short updates from both the desk of 
the Walpole Conservation Commission 
(WCC) and the Walpole Trail Committee 
(WTC). Starting with the WCC: with the 
help of Antioch University, we have up-
dated our Town and Conservation Lands 
Map. The current version can be found 
here   https://drive.google.com/file/d/1l
7tnLWVHcj9prhnnUucbwx7iAdT19Wzl/
view?usp=sharing.

The map includes town-owned prop-
erties as well as public and private con-
servation easements. I’m happy to see 
that we have over 4,000 acres of con-
served and town lands. This really is a 
huge accomplishment, but there is more 
work to be done. Walpole is known for its 
small town feel, open spaces and beauti-
ful countryside. Let’s keep it that way.

We are working on updating our sec-
tion of the town website, and we will 
post the updated map on there as well. 
Alternately, you can email me at my ad-
dress below and I will send you the link. 
We are hoping to update this map every 
year or as additional easement proper-
ties get added to our town.

 Finishing up on WCC updates, we are 
finally having in-person meetings at the 
town hall. Please join us if you can.

Moving to the WTC, we are finalizing 
trail maps for the town. Expect to see 
these out in the next couple of months. 
Once the maps are finalized, we will be 
walking the trails to assess conditions, 
inventory work projects, prioritize them 
and develop an action plan. Once we 
have projects lined up, we will be happy 
to have volunteers join us to carry out 
the projects. Please also email me below 
if you are interested in doing trail work.

Once again, I turn to John Muir for this 
month’s nature quote. “Between every 
two pine trees there is a door leading to 
a new way of life”.               – Steven Dumont

Walpole Conservation  
Commission

available on Zoom, even after we return 
to weekly worship in the sanctuary.

Bible Study every Wednesday at 4:00 to 
5:00 Pm, led by Pastor Richard Malmberg, 
will be on summer hiatus from Memorial 
Day through Labor Day.

Join First Congregational Church of 
Walpole Worship and Study on Zoom 
using the following link: https://us-
02web.zoom.us/j/87236977806?pwd=
YkxyK2FwY1oyTCt5cXYzREZwL1lxdz09 
The Zoom link can also be found on our 
website: www.walpolenhucc.org

             – Richard Malmberg

UCC NH Zimbabwe Container  
Later this summer, the First Congre- 

gational Church of Walpole will be 
helping to fill a container headed to 
Zimbabwe, which is plagued by chal-
lenges.  We will be taking donations on 
July 14th from 1:00-6:00Pm. Stay tuned 
for more information in the July Clarion. 

           – Chris Miller, Missions Overseer



5

Donations?
Walpole Selectboard  
Decides Donations Are Wrong

(Editor’s Note: This article, originally 
posted on-line May 7 where it has been 
read over 700 times, raises more questions 
and concerns.

Whereas a donation may certainly be 
turned down, the reasons given must not 
be egregious, particularly when the re-
fusal to accept a donation is being given 
by individuals that have been involved in 
fund-raising for both non-profit organiza-
tions, and the Town of Walpole. It is also 
troubling that the words used in a meeting 
have been sanitized in the official minutes, 
minutes that in the past have had impor-
tant comments and presentations also 
expunged.

What is an acceptable donation to the 
Town? Who defines that? And who defines 
“rich”, the income level after which it has 
been implied a donation should not be 
accepted. The Town of Walpole, and the 
United States populace at-large, have ben-
efited from centuries of gift giving by those 
with the ability and desire to be charitable. 
Rich and Poor alike, no matter how de-
fined.)

Accepting donations “sets a bad prece-
dent,” Selectboard Chair Cheryl Mayberry 
stated. Board members, Steve Dalessio 
and Peggy Pschirrer agreed, explaining 
to accept a gift shows “the rich get their 
way.” Rejected May 6th was granite curb-
ing to enhance both sides of the Town 
Common, a showplace enjoyed by resi-
dents and visitors alike for almost two 
centuries. The rejected proposed gift 
- nine hundred feet of curbing on Elm 

and Washington Streets - installed costs 
$18,000. The majority of the Village, 
called the quintessential New England 
Village by late author James Michener, is 
curbed in granite.

This decision is contrary to the intent 
of the Internal Revenue Code which en-
courages a “…contribution or gift to or 
for the use of a State, a possession of the 
United States, or any political subdivi-
sion of any of the foregoing but only if 
the contribution or gift is made for ex-
clusively public purposes.” A community 
improvement, one that is out in front of 
everyone and every day, is not for a few, 
but certainly for the public benefit.

Recently many Walpole community 
improvements have been accomplished 
with donations from those who have had 
the ability and desire to be charitable. 
The Walpole Town Library was enlarged 
and renovated. In September 2016, pri-
vate donations surpassed the goal of 
$80,000 to install a new playground at the 
Walpole Primary School. Contributions 
to purchase the Walker Road Property 
has protected 1,000 feet of Connecticut 
River frontage. The “Save Hooper” cam-
paign raised private contributions to 
buy the easement on the Hooper prop-
erty and save it from development. On 
the Town Common, the gazebo was a 
single private gift for the benefit of the 
community. “Dog poop” containers were 
contributed. The Veterans Memorial was 
gifted, and is visited by many residents 
and out of town guests. And trees to be 
enjoyed by all have been gifted to the 
Town for the Common, one going back 
a hundred years. Are we now entering 
an era where private generosity for com-
munity improvement in Walpole is being 
discouraged?                             

– Ray Boas

Hooper GC News
The golf season at Hooper is well under 

way! It has been a dry and hot spring, but 
the course is playing great, and it’s been 
wonderful to see so many faces back at 
Hooper after a long winter. The weekend 
of May 15, Hooper had its first tourna-
ment of the year, with a full slate of tour-
naments and activities planned through-
out the summer and fall.  Men’s League 
has officially started, Women’s Golf Week 
is the first week of June, and Hooper is 
bringing back Women’s Twilight League. 
And Hooper’s Junior Golf Camp will 
be returning this July as well. We are 
also incredibly excited about the open-
ing of the Watkins Tavern.  Owners Eric 
Brandolini and CJ Lederman are finish-
ing up the renovations of Watkins Tavern 
and they are looking forward to opening 
the beginning of July.

   – Joshua Beer

Scout Concert
The season’s first Concert on the 

Common will be presented by the Walt 
Sayre Orchestra on June 6 from 6:30 to 
8:00 Pm.  This event is sponsored by the 
Boy and Cub Scouts of Walpole Troop 
and Pack 299. The boys will be selling 
refreshments before and during the con-
cert, as well as taking donations during 
intermission.  This is one of their major 
fundraisers to help pay for the band as 
well as trips, camping, and other activi-
ties.  We hope that you can join us.

                   – Judy Northcott
Photo PRovided

Stay  
Well
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Drewsville Head Start
Drewsville Head Start has openings 

for fall 2021. If your child turned 3 on or 
before September 30 and your family is 
income eligible, please give us a call an 
appointment to fill out an application.

We are open 8:30 am to 1:00 Pm on 
weekdays. Your child will enjoy a bal-
anced breakfast and a delicious lunch 
daily, along with playground fun out-
side. Indoors we have center areas for 
learning colors, numbers, and learning 
to play with others as we have fun.

We follow the Fall Mountain School 
District for all major closings. We are di-
vision of the Southwestern Community 
Services. Please call for more information 
at 719-4340, or email bking@scshelps.org 
                                     – Becky King

Now Is the Time!
CVTC riders are booking more rides, 

and they need you!  As the demand for 
rides is returning to pre-pandemic levels 
(250-300/month), CVTC has a pressing 
need for more Volunteer Drivers.  When 
our supply of Volunteer Drivers increas-
es, we can better meet the needs of 
people requesting rides to essential ap-
pointments.  Please call 603-821-0569 to 
speak with a Transportation Coordinator.  
For details, visit cvtc-nh.org, or go to 
Community Volunteer Transportation 
Company on Facebook to check us 
out.  CVTC, 375 Jaffrey Rd., Suite 3, 
Peterborough, NH  03458; toll free 1-877-
428-2882 ext. 5                       

– Leah Kristin

HCS 
Offers Walk-in Hours at Keene Office

Home Healthcare, Hospice and 
Community Services (HCS) welcomes 
residents of Walpole to “Walk-in 
Wednesdays.”  Drop by for completely 
free, off-the-record, individual advice 
from our staff members who specialize 
in home care, hospice, and advance care 
planning.

Welcome to Walk-in Wednesdays, 
where worries lighten as you learn about 
ways we can help!

Walk-in Wednesdays will be held on 
the first Wednesday of each month from 
2:00 to 4:00 Pm at the HCS office in Keene, 
located at 312 Marlboro Street. The next 
Walk-in Wednesday is scheduled for June 
2.  Those who are not able to stop by are 
encouraged to call 603-352-2253 for in-
formation any time.

Masks will be required at Walk-in 
Wednesdays, and staff will adhere to 
CDC guidelines for social distancing 
during your visit.

HCS is a Monadnock United Way 
agency providing comfort, care and sup-
port in southwest New Hampshire com-
munities.  

– Lara Larson

Town Clerk Tip
Need a copy of your birth  

certificate or marriage license  
or some other ‘Vital Record’?  

You can make an appointment  
to get a copy of a vital record  

or you can request these  
online and we will send  
your document by USPS.  

Go to: WalpoleNH.US 
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Arlington paving brought the “A team” 
in to provide us a professional work area 
at Walpole recycling this month. What an 
improvement on stability when moving 
banana boxes across the yard! It used to 
feel akin to driving along railroad tracks 
with a hot cup of coffee on your lap in 
the old work area. The new work area is a 
professional design that provides smooth 
transport of recyclables, less dust in and 
around the building, less maintenance, 
and provides Walpole recycling proper 
drainage for rain/snow.      

Patty wanted me to tell everyone to 
please wash out recyclable contain-
ers and remove caps. Be careful not to 
throw glass recyclables into the cart as 
this can cause breakage and potential 
for injury. Please travel in one direction 
when at the recycling center. We have an 
overflow driveway along the fence line 
for reuse center parking that is open for 

business. We are also working on a trashy 
park area that you are welcome to enjoy 
in front of the reuse center. Thank you 
for supporting Walpole recycling center!! 
Keep recycling Walpole!              

– Ben Hoy

Photos PRovided

Before and after at the Recycling Center
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One of the things that turned up in the 
middle of some recent serious house-
hold downsizing was a book I’d forgotten 
I had – The Dilbert Future by Scott Adams. 
Dilbert, Dogbert, Ratbert, and a score 
of other generally bemused characters 
have been amusing newspaper readers 
for 32 years. If you’ve never encountered 
Adams’ misanthropic sense of humor, 
it’s enough to know that his favorite 
targets are technology, organizations 
and people in general. Dilbert Future ap-
peared in 1997 and languished on one of 
our bookcases till I paused before stuff-
ing it into a cardboard box. The book is a 
sarcastic attempt at prediction – Adams 
offers generally absurd predictions and 
then explains why they will happen and 
what the impact will be. His thesis is that 
people are stupid and will get even more 
stupid in the future, and that there are 
business opportunities to be exploited 
here.

Since it’s been a quarter century since 
Adams gazed into his crystal ball, I was 
curious to see if he might actually have 
gotten anything right. To my astonish-
ment, at least five of the 50 plus pre-
dictions seem to have been borne out. 
Consider…

Prediction 52: Everyone will be a news 
reporter. Nailed it, and it took less than 
25 years for that to happen. Adams 
doesn’t mention the omnipresent smart 
phone as the primary agent, but he was 
more interested in the result than the 
method. You don’t have to search very 
hard to find examples of bystander’s cell 
phone videos dominating the evening 
news and profoundly influencing legal 

decisions. Adams was skeptical about 
the quality/accuracy of the reporting, 
but there’s no denying its impact on con-
temporary news.

Prediction 9: In the future, Internet ca-
pacity will in increase indefinitely to keep 
up with the egos of the people using it… 
Not much to say here. Capacity has cer-
tainly increased and I might be going out 
on a limb here but the gargantuan pro-
liferation of blogging, podcasting, selfie-
ing, tweeting human beings just might 
have an element of ego involved.

Prediction 50:  More people will ignore 
the news because it is irrelevant. Slightly 
off the mark here. Lots of people aren’t 
so much ignoring the news because of 
irrelevance… but several million appear 
to have been convinced that it’s not 
worth listening to because it’s fake (if the 
source is “liberal”) or an outright lie (if the 
source is “conservative”).

Prediction 26: In the future voters will 
be so baffled that they’ll want smart 
people with bad hair to tell them what to 
do. Let’s see… can’t quite put my finger 
on it, but it seems like not too long ago 
a candidate who assured America that 
he was a very stable genius and who 
sported remarkably bad hair convinced 
quite a few voters to pick him… on two 
separate occasions. “Baffled” is Adams’s 
wording, not mine. I’m also taken by a 
later word choice here – “tell them what 
to do.” Not, “make policy,” or “govern,” 
but direct the behavior of the faithful. 
Considering the events of the 2020 elec-
tion and its aftermath, that’s a stunning, 
and chilling prediction.

Prediction 46: the most important 
career skill will be a lack of ethics. This 
one takes my breath away. I’d try count-
ing the examples over the last few years 
in business, finance, sports and politics 
but I don’t have enough fingers and toes. 
Then there are the gaggle of celebrities 
scamming their children into college, 
televangelists obliterating a variety of  
Commandments, and purported comm-
unications professionals rationalizing “al-
ternative facts.”

The Dilbert Future clearly wasn’t 
meant to be taken seriously. The bulk of 
the predictions are intentionally outra-
geous – Adams riffing on what he sees as 
rampant human stupidity, but with these 
five predictions he achieved a degree of 
accuracy that would make Nostradamus 
blush.      

– Jan Kobeski
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Walpole Library 
June Events
Museum Passes
We will once again be offering Museum 

Passes for Walpole library cardholders to 
borrow.  You can check out any of the fol-
lowing passes (subject to availability):

• American Precision Museum
• The Brattleboro Museum & Art  

        Center
• The Currier Museum of Art
• The Eric Carle Museum of  

         Picture Book Art
• The Fells Historic Estate & Gardens
• MASS MoCa
• The Montshire Museum of Science
• Vermont Institute of Natural  

         Science (VINS)
Summer Programs  

     & Reading Challenge
Our Summer Reading Challenge is 

also back, for ALL ages! You can sign 
up online at walpoletownlibrary.read-
squared.com, or come into the library 
in Walpole or North Walpole, beginning 
Wednesday, June 16.   This year’s themes 
are “Tails & Tales” (Kids) and “Color Your 
World” (Teens & Adults).  We are using 
ReadSquared again this summer for our 
online reading log, bingo card and fun 
challenges. You will set your own daily 
reading goal (in either minutes or hours) 
and earn rewards as you read -- cool brag 

tags (Kids) or raffle tickets for our weekly 
prize drawings (Teens and Adults).  Here’s 
a list of just some of the activities we 
have planned:

Saturday drop-in crafts
• Weekly visits with the Grafton  

        Museum
• Wildlife Encounters “Zoo” at Town  

        Hall
• Outside Wiggle Time and Story Time
• Take and make crafts for adults  

        and teens
Stay tuned to our webpage www.

walpoletownlibrary.org or follow us on 
Facebook for all the details! 

The Friends of the Library will be con-
tinuing their plant sale on the front porch 
all summer.  Come find something new 
for your garden!                

– Jane Malmberg

WANTED 

The Walpole Clarion would love to have correspondents  
for North Walpole and Drewsville news.

Please contact the publisher, or send along submissions.
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The story of spring migration would 
not be complete without an anadro-
mous fish tale to tell. Anadromous refers 
to fish that live their adult lives in the 
ocean but return to fresh water to spawn.  
Freshwater environs provide cover and 
food for the young to hatch and grow 
until their return to the ocean.  

Historic “runs” of Atlantic salmon, 
American shad, alewife and blueback 
herring were documented from Long 
Island Sound to Bellows Falls until the 
construction of the Turner’s Falls dam in 
1798. Dams fueled the industrial revolu-
tion and now convert water to electric-
ity. Unfortunately fish passage and the 
vibrant fishery it supported were extin-
guished. 

In the 1980’s hydropower dams were 
required to install fish ladders to accom-
modate anadromous fish. The Atlantic 
salmon (Salmo salar), “the leaper”, was the 
focus of a multi year restoration project.  
Many will remember the effort. Despite 
the diligent introduction of young fish 
into the Cold River and other cold-water 
tributaries of the Connecticut, so few 
adults returned that the project was fi-
nally abandoned in 2012.  

Other species have adapted with more 
success.  One June, I watched shad in the 
midday sunlight as they leaped in  
the water below the Bellows Falls  
fish ladder.  Their flashes of silver  
added sparkle to the already roil- 
ing river.  American shad, alewife  
and blueback herring are all mem- 
bers of the herring family and re- 
ferred to as alosines. 

American shad (Alosa sapidissima) are 
the largest of the family.  Females can 
reach 24”, males about 20”, weighing be-
tween 3-8 pounds. After hatching, the 
juvenile shad remain until autumn when 
schools of inch long juveniles return to 
the ocean. Shad are “iteroparous”, mean-
ing they can return to spawn multiple 
times.  Its species name “sapidissima” 
refers to its delicious flavor. That and its 
abundance made it a dietary staple for 
all who once dwelled along the river. 

Alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus) aver-
age 10-12” in length and weigh about 

half a pound. These silvery fish have a 
very important part to play in the food 
chain. Their diet is mainly plankton. They 
help convert this microscopic food into 
tasty fish, eaten in turn by many larger 
fish and mammals. 

The other “river herring” is blueback 
herring (Alosa aestivalis). Although 
similar in size with the alewife, it is a bit 
smaller and does have a dark blue col-
ored back when it’s freshly caught.  Like 
alewife, these fish feed on plankton and 
are important to commercial fishermen.  

There is a new chapter currently being 
written for these fish. The Wilder, Bellows 
Falls, Vernon and Turners Falls dams 
and the Northfield Mountain Pumped 
Storage Project are currently in the pro-
cess of renewing their hydropower oper-
ating licenses under the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission. The flow rates 
at each dam will have an impact on the 
health of these migratory fish, resident 
fish and numerous aquatic organisms for 
the next 40 to 50 years. 

Later this summer, the public will have 
an opportunity to weigh in on the terms 
for these licenses. For more information 
about the issues, please contact the 
Connecticut River Conservancy at www.
ctriver.org/hydropower. Learn about 
how you can help future generations of 
anadromous fish and other creatures.

Shad

Herring

Alewife

Bellows Falls fish ladder
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...the first U.S. flag flown
above a school-house was in May, 1812, 
in the now abandoned hill town of 
Catamount Hill in Colrain, Massachusetts?  
Laid out in fifty acre lots, the pioneer 
families cleared their land, built homes
and barns “and lived lives of  
virtue.” By 1790 as many as  
35 cabins had been built. 
A farming community  
from the mid-18th to the  
late 19th century, much  
of Catamount’s life was  
conducted off the hill.  
But getting to school in  
the valley was difficult,  
so about 1800 a log  
schoolhouse was built  
on the hill. School was in 
session whenever a  
teacher could be found.  
By the early 20th century, 
Catamount had been  
abandoned. Much of the  
land was acquired by the  
state in 1967, leading to  
the creation of Catamount  
State Forest.

As what is now called the   
War of 1812 approached, most New 
Englanders, including many folks in the 
valleys of Colrain, were supporters of 
the Federalist Party. Federalists favored 
Great Britain and its interests, and did 
not want war with them since it would 
disrupt their maritime trade of farm and 
other products. It was feared economic 
hardship would result.

Catamount Hill farmers were angered 
by the “impressment” of American sailors 
by the British, forcing them to serve on 
Royal Navy ships. These hill folk backed 
the Democratic-Republican Party that 
argued that President Madison go to war 
to defend American shipping rights.  

Hill resident Paul Davenport felt it im-
portant that he and his neighbors show 
the valley Federalists how they felt. 
Amasa Shippee added that it was their 
duty to “duly instruct the Federalists in 
patriotism, as this was the first call to 
protect our newly formed Union.” But 
how could they show their allegiance to 
the fledgling United States? Amasa sug-
gested they make a flag. Having drilled 
with the West Colrain Militia, he was 
familiar with the new country’s flag. It 
was decided one be made and flown in 
a prominent place. A spot at the school 
house was selected as the most fitting 
location.

Amasa did the design work. His wife 

Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 
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Rhoda provided the woolen 
cloth for stars, and linen for 
the white stripes. Blue cloth 
came from Lois Shippee’s 
apron, but the origin of the 
red material is “lost in his-
tory.” Amasa and Paul cut and 
trimmed pine trees, making a 
flagpole that was set in place 
at the schoolhouse. The flag 
was raised in a grand manner and flew 
for several days. One night the pole 
and its flag were toppled, most likely by 
Federalists from the Valley.

Victor Morris of Hartford, CT, is cred-
ited for suggesting “Flag Day” to recog-

nize the adoption of the American flag 
on June 14, 1777. Grade school teacher 
Bernard J. Cigrand, in 1885, held the first 
recognized formal observance of Flag 
Day at the Stony Hill School in Waubeka, 
Wisconsin, thus coming “full circle” with 
flag raising at public schools.

The First  
Flag Raising at 

an American 
Public School 

1812 by Frank 
E. Schoonover, 

1940

And in April, 2021
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PPE Donation
Ocean State Job Lot Helps Walpole Schools

In March, Ocean State Job Lot made a generous donation to 
Walpole Schools to help with personal protective equipment (PPE) 
and to ensure students and staff remain safe from COVID-19. 

This donation consisted of face shields, hand sanitizer, and dis-
infectant wipes. They gave Walpole Schools 240 face shields, 85 
cases of 8 oz. packs of hand sanitizer, 40 cases of 3.4 oz. packs of 
hand sanitizer, and 2,352 disinfecting wipes. 

These supplies were donated because many students have 
transitioned to in-person learning, so more supplies have been 
essential. Ocean State Job Lot was not just generous to Walpole 
however. Ocean State Job Lot also has donated lots of supplies to 
schools and districts across the north east. Ocean State Job Lot 
spent about $24,000 for supplies for each community. This gener-
ous donation has been helpful and important to keep staff and 
students safe while in school during this pandemic. 

Mark Perlman, principal owner and CEO of Ocean State Job 
Lot, wrote a letter to Walpole Schools about this donation, and 
one part of his letter showed his appreciation for teachers, staff 
members, and the community. “We salute our teachers and school 
administrators for their ongoing commitment to education and 
safety, and our customers for their generosity in helping fund this 
donation.” 

Walpole Schools thank Ocean State Job Lot, and Mr. Perlman, for 
this generous donation!          

– Kelsey Fillion & Emily Heddon (Grade 7)

WES Girls Softball 
Team Continues Strong Season
On May 17th, 2021 the Walpole Elementary School girls’ softball 

team played the Westmorland girls’ softball team. The Walpole 
girls’ won 7-6 on the Walpole Elementary School field! 

The team has sixteen players in all including four Vilas girls. 
Kelsey Fillion, seventh grader, is the starting pitcher, and class-
mate Riley Beckwith is usually catcher. Everyone on the team gets 
a chance to play where they would like to and everyone gets a 
chance to play in every game. 

The coaches on our team are Lauren Kelly, Megan Blaine, and 
Kate Beneat. Every day we start with stretching before practice. 
We throw the ball to a partner and practice batting, fielding, steal-
ing and leading. Walpole has also played several tough games 
against Charlestown. The team scored a victory over Claremont 
Middle School earlier in the season. The season concludes with 
two more games, one against Charlestown and the other against 
Westmoreland. 

Thank you so much to all the coaches and supporters for let-
ting all of us play softball this year! Everyone on the team has im-
proved no doubt. We have amazing coaches!

              – Avery Richardson (Grade 6)

Student Perspective 
Being Back In Person Full Time
Overall, I am very glad to be back full in school to see all my 

friends and wonderful teachers. It has not been the same the past 
year or two. Things have changed big time due to the compli-
cations of Covid-19. Last year, schools went to full remote learn-
ing before beginning hybrid learning this fall. After a period of 
remote learning through the holiday break, it has been challeng-
ing, but teachers and students and staff have done their best to 
keep learning going and fun. 

It is very fun to be walking around and being more interactive 
than sitting on a screen for remote learning. We may still have to 
be safe, wear masks, and stay socially distant, but, in my opinion, 
it is 100% worth it. We will gladly follow these rules to stay safe 
and ensure that we continue to have in-person learning. 

School wide events will be changing and not happening as 
often, but we are all striving to work things out. Again, I am all for 
full in-person school! Next month, all three grades will be enjoying 
activities that students were not able to do last school year, such 
as a canoe trip for the sixth grade, two days at Camp Takodah for 
seventh grade, and a whitewater rafting trip for grade eight. 

                                              – Perry Lent (Grade 6)

Photo PRovided
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Reader Commentary
Stand Up For Walpole
On June 8 at the Town Hall, NGP 

Management will be making another 
public presentation for a large-scale 
building to house a Dunkin store, and 
other fast food/convenience store op-
erations - just what we need.

After this project is approved, NGP is 
planning to install a 6-acre solar array 
field that will be at best an eyesore, and 
NGP will pay No Business Taxes to the 
town.  How lovely.

If you care at all about our town of 
Walpole, you had better participate in 
the upcoming hearings, because if you 
think the Walpole Planning Board will 
stand up for us and use all best efforts to 
control NGP’s projects, you are mistaken.  
Already the Board is wringing its hands, 
saying it is too late to do anything to 
mitigate the effects of what is going to 
happen.  Really?

At the very least: To soften the look at 
the 6-acre solar array farm, large ever-
greens should be planted as a border.  
The Dunkin building design should re-
flect the look of our town, and evergreen 
plantings should be required.  And hard 
questions about a potential traffic night-
mare, and installation of traffic lights, 
must be asked.  But, unless YOU partici-
pate and stand up for Walpole, the Board 
will sit silently and, once again, allow the 
developer to do whatever it wishes with-
out even holding it to the town’s desires 
for the community, which are clearly de-
fined in Walpole’s Master Plan.

As someone who was on the Walpole 
Planning Board for 12 years, I can tell 
you that there was much that could have 
been done by the Board to prevent the 
construction of claptrap buildings such 
as the Family Dollar Store, and to hold de-
velopers to the higher standard that the 
town deserves.  Many a developer stood 
before the Board and told us that our 
site plans and zoning regulations were 
akin to Swiss cheese, with confusing and 
weak regulations that they could over-
ride with ease.  Nothing has changed.

And you must understand that, given 
the high traffic flow on RT 12, at some 
point a smart developer with top legal 
advice can move in here and build a 
McDonalds store, a Taco Bell drive thru, 
and a Cumberland Farms convenience 
store, and there is nothing that the 
Planning Board can do.  How sad.

                     – Eric Merklein

Darryl’s B & B
My friend Elwud called me and asked 

if I wanted to join him on a visit to his 
Cousin Darryl’s B&B. Of course, I said yes.  
I was curious how Darryl was making out 
with dealing with all those city folks.

My first question, when we arrived, 
was, ‘How is this bed and breakfast work-
ing out?’

“Well, neighbor, he says, onct I gets 
them a little edukated to countree life, 
things go a lots better.”

“How do you educate them,” I asked.
“Well sir, first off I lets them know, this 

ain’t no Bed and Breakfast.  It’s a Bread for 
breakfast, and if’n they wants more, then 
they gots ta pay more!  Or you put in a 
full day’s work to help cover the extras.”

“What, exactly, are these extras?” I 
asked.

“Well sir, say you want a bed with a 
mattress and a hot breakfast and dinner, 
along with a noon break for a sandwich 
and glass of cold milk, then ya gotta do 
some chores!”

“Like what type of chores?”
“Well, like clean out the gutters, feed 

the calfs, collect the eggs from the hens, 
just ta name a few things.”

“But I thought a Bed and Breakfast 
was a place to sleep and get breakfast 
for travelers.  Sort of like an Inn.  I don’t 
remember hearing about having to do 
chores.”

“Well maybe not in those fancy places, 
but this is a Bread for Breakfast place 
for dudes from the city.  Shows them 
that what they get put on their plates at 
home actually comes from hard work.”

Just then this fellow came hobbling 

by, with two blackened eyes and bruises 
all over his body.  

“What they heck happened to him,” 
I asked.  “Did he not complete his list 
of chores or reach for an extra piece of 
toast?”

“Well sir, he insisted on getting fresh 
milk for breakfast.  I told him to go out 
and milk Ol’ Bessy, if’n that’s what he 
wanted.  He came back in about twenty 
minutes later looking like that.  When I 
asked what happened, he said that when 
he said down on the stool and reached 
up under, he was udderly disappointed 
to not find but only one spigot and then 
all heck broke loose.  I told him Ol’ Bessy 
neva acted like that and he’d better show 
me.  

Well onct out in the barn, I seen his 
problem.  The Ol’ Bessy he tried milkin’ 
was “Nasty Bob”, our prize bull. and he 
didn’t take kindly to bein’ grabbed in 
that manner.  I explained the difference 
to the dude and he decided to stick with 
tap water in the future.

As we were leaving, I passed near the 
tourist and suggested that in the future 
he might be better off at a Comfort Inn.
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Publisher’s Corner
In discussing the Clarion’s contents 

the past few months with friends, we 
lamented the lack of “good news” and 
stories on our pages. Reported on 
these pages have been some unneces-
sary disruptive events, some past, and 
some continuing.  And, yes, COVID con-
tinues to affect our lives and activities. 
It may not be until the fall that things 
begin to open back up. Recently, the 
Selectboard approved the “Concerts on 
the Green”, sponsored by the Savings 
Bank of Walpole. The eight concerts 
this year will begin on July 11, a later 
start than usual.

Further auditing Selectboard meet-
ings, discussed May 20, the Grange 
may be allowed to use the Town Hall 
in July for its annual awards presenta-
tions, and rentals may recommence 
once the weather turns cool again. But 
the organized events, activities and 
games we are used to are still some 
time away. It is a joy, from my vantage 
point, seeing many people getting 
back out and enjoying the Common. 
So many new faces and young people. 
So nice to see.

HELP – as the summer begins with 
no school news, and the usual activi-
ties not scheduled, I would like to keep 
a nice mix of good news and feel-good 
stories on the Clarion pages. If you 
have something you would like to 
share, I invite you to submit it for pos-
sible publication. Take a look at “Article 
Submissions Guidelines” on the Clarion 
website, and start writing. Appropriate 
images are also welcomed to share 
with the Walpole, North Walpole, and 
Drewsville residents.

Remember, as the Clarion nears  
its tenth anniversary, this is your  
publication.  – Ray Boas, Publisher

FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after going on 10 years of publication:

One Year Ago (June, 2020) -WES Principal Jacobs to stay one more year; 
Justin Cassarino to take helm.

Three Years Ago (June, 2018) - When word of a potential gas station to be 
built on the Connecticut River on Route 12 became public, a small group of con-
cerned citizens spontaneously formed in early April. … Fundraising began.

Five Years Ago (June, 2016) - On Saturday, May 21, the Walpole Elementary 
School Student Council held a chili and pulled pork fundraiser on The Common. 
It was clear from the start that this will need to become an annual tradition.

Seven Years Ago (June) 2014) - The Walpole Grange held its annual awards 
night, Tuesday, May 20. The Community Citizen Award was presented to Peggy 
Pschirrer. Among her accomplishments, overseeing the Hooper Preservation 
Fund, which is now raising money for the conservation easement.

Nine Years Ago (June, 2012) - Period costumes come alive in a Walpole 
Historical Society exhibit this month. The Walpole Historical Society opens their 
new season on June 2, by unveiling a totally new exhibit this month.

Keep Up on Walpole Happenings
Receive almost daily updates

Visit  The Walpolean
https://thewalpolean.org/

Sign Up to FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL

Passed
Ernest J.  “Turk” Aumand Jr. 

April 9, 1925 – April 26, 2021
Donn C. Lounsbury 

September 22, 1935 – May 19, 2021

Barbara Plumley  
will be turning 90 June 20.  

If you would like to participate in celebrating  
this milestone day, please drop her a card  

or a note to 529 Valley Road, Walpole NH

Like Us On Facebook
for News and Updates
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Even with your shot(s) 
Even as infections decline…  

Wear Your Mask – Socially Distance – Wash Your Hands
It is the RIGHT thing to do, out of respect  

and concern for your neighbor, and also to save your life.
We’re beating this thing. Let’s not drop the ball now.


