
A Monthly Community Publication  •  Volume XI, Issue 7  •  July 2021

Photo: Ray Boas

Continued on  Page 8

Continued on  Page 16
Brownfields Update
2021 will be remembered as the year 

of construction for the center of Walpole!  
Who knew it would take two years from 
announcement of a $500,000 grant from 
the EPA to putting a shovel in the ground 
to clean up the Central Plating site.  The 
fence will come down, the grass cleared, 
and work will begin in mid-July.  A public 
meeting will be held with abutters of the 
property in early July.

The Selectboard hired Ransom 
Consulting of Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire to act as the engineering 
company for the Brownfield Project.  
Ransom has worked steadily for the last 
eighteen months completely further 
testing on the property and writing a 
cleanup plan which has been approved 
by the EPA as well as the State DES.

The project went to bid in late spring 
and twelve environmental cleanup com-

To All Walpole Residents,
The Walpole Planning Board Hearing 

on July 13 at 7:00 Pm. in the Town Hall 
will be the final hearing on the proposal 
by NGP properties to build a complex of 
stores and a solar array on the property 
at the intersection of the Upper Walpole 
Road and Route 12.

This project poses a serious threat to 
the beauty and future of our town.  This 
proposal would be a blight to our town 
and offer few if any benefits to Walpole.

Please consider the following points:
1 NGP Properties has planned for this 

to be a strip mall which would hold five 
businesses, including Dunkin Donuts 
and Taco Bell.

 (Editorial note: the following letter to the 
CLARION details why you should attend on 
the 13th. For events leading up to this meet-
ing see page 8 - Dunkin - Solar - Duplicity. 
On page 16 is Cathie Davignon’s presenta-
tion at the June meeting. Beth Colley has 
provided further insight on page 17.)

 

Attend the July 13 Planning Board Meeting

panies visited the Central Plating Site in 
May, resulting in six companies bidding 
the project.  Green Site Services Group, 
Inc. of Bellingham, MA has been award-
ed the contract with a winning bid of 
$397,420.00.  Ransom Consulting care-
fully vetted Green Site Services before 
recommending them to the Selectboard.  
Part of that vetting process included 
working out a worst-case scenario, with 
the acknowledgement that our costs 
could actually be $480,000.  

Fortunately for Walpole, when we re-
ceived our EPA grant, we also applied for 
and received a subgrant agreement from 
the DES for $100,000.  That grant is now 
waiting final approval from the Executive 
Council.  The entire project costs will be 
over $700,000 by the time we finish.  
Work on the site will continue until late 
October or early November. 

Principal Sam Jacobs Retires 
After four Decades of Service. 

See page 14.
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Horse Thieves 
2021 Banquet  
September 16 at Alyson’s Orchard

The Walpole Society for Bringing to 
Justice Horse Thieves and Pilferers of Hen 
Roosts and Clothes Lines (“Walpole Horse 
Thieves”) have great news for their mem-
bers and the town:  We will hold a ban-
quet this year!  It will be held September 
16 at the Alyson’s Orchard banquet fa-
cility.  The officers and Committee final-
ized this decision at their meeting on 
June 7.  There will be many similarities to 
recent banquets, but there are also some 
changes.

The Horse Thieves are delighted to be 
able to hold a banquet this year and want 
to honor their Riders.  The 12 most senior 
members of the Horse Thieves hold hon-
orary positions as “Riders.”  This year each 
Rider and a guest are invited to attend 
the banquet at no cost.  Present Riders 
are Bill Fletcher, John Hubbard, Sheldon 
Sawyer, Jim Johnson, Bill Houghton, 
Dave Ramsey, Bob Rhodes, Ed Reardon, 
Albert Bushway, Jr., Paul Galloway, Lewis 
McMahon and John Burrows.  

There will be a modest increase in 
the cost of a “ticket” to the banquet 
this year.  Due to the uncertainty about 
beef prices, this year’s tickets are $25 
per person.  However, this is the first in-
crease in ticket prices in nine years.  As 
always, “tickets” are non-refundable.  The 
menu for the banquet will be similar to 
recent Horse Thieve banquets, and will 
be hand-cooked by the Committee.  As 

in the past, there will be entrée options 
for the very popular roast beef or vege-
table lasagna.  The meal will include rolls, 
salad, vegetables and dessert.  There will 
be a cash bar run by the Alyson’s.  Doors 
will open at 5:00 pm, and dinner will be 
served at 6:00 pm.  

The speaker for the banquet is Steve 
Taylor, former Ag Commissioner of the 
State of NH.  Mr. Taylor graduated from 
UNH in 1962 and has run the family farm 
–expanding his farming into cheeses 
and syrup - worked as a reporter, Town 
Moderator, public speaker and as a trust-
ee of the university system.  Taylor was 
the Ag Commissioner from 1982 – 2007, 
and is fondly remembered for his many 
accomplishments.  He’s gone on to an 
active retirement, but is widely sought as 
a witty speaker and an unfailing advocate 
for farmers in the Granite State.  

As always, the evening will include 
a few moments to honor our current 
Riders, and we will hand out our 2021 
membership poster listing all members 
as of August 1, 2021.  

Attendance at the banquet is open to 
any member of the Horse Thieves and 
their guests.  Invitations will be mailed 
to all members in late July, and reserva-
tions will be taken starting August 1.  
Membership is open to any man 18 years 
or older who lives in Walpole, who pays a 
$2 lifetime dues and signs the member-
ship book.  If you are interested in joining 
please contact Lewis LaClair, Clerk (756-
0001, or LLaclair@Advancedrisk.com).  

   – Lewis LaClair
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Lights!  Camera!  BOOKS!
On Tuesday afternoons and Saturday 

mornings, the Walpole Town Library 
turns from a quaint (but wonderful) 
place to borrow books into a film loca-
tion for the latest hit live stream series!

The brainchild of Walpole Librarian 
Jane Malmberg, and brought to life 
through the artistic talents of videog-
rapher Julie Rios and actress and host 
Carolyn Norback, The Carolyn Show is a 
clever and entertaining 15-20 minute 
program, streamed live every Tuesday 
afternoon at 2:00 Pm on Facebook, that 
features Carolyn describing a variety of 
newly arrived books she has selected 
from the Library’s large and ever-chang-
ing collection.  

“I love doing the show,” says Carolyn, 
long-time Walpole Player and library 
staffer, “because I’m a voracious reader, 
and when I find a good book I feel com-
pelled to share it with everyone.”  The 
show airs from the Pam Howard Reading 
Nook, a cozy space at the back of the 
library with wingback chairs and big 
window.  

Julie Rios adds, “Carolyn is so good at 
summarizing a book that by the time 
she’s done you want to read it.”  She adds, 
“I don’t have that gift!”

This reporter can attest to Carolyn’s 
talent, having watched during the film-
ing of the first episode of the brand 
new series, Sneak Peek Saturday, which 
debuted June 12, 2021 at 10:00 am.  The 
premise for this series of 5-minute pro-
grams is very clever.  Carolyn picks one 
book a week from the new releases, and 
reads only the first page of the book.  The 
first page of the book Carolyn chose for 
the premiere show sounded so interest-
ing, I am tempted to snatch it up!  

“My primary calling is to get people in-
terested enough to come to the library,” 
says Carolyn.  “We have so much to offer.  
We want the whole town to be proud of 
their library, and to use it often.” 

Carolyn said, “As part of the The Carolyn 
Show, we have a segment called Oldie 
but Goodie, which are great books from 
the past that you might have missed, but 
shouldn’t.”  

Julie adds, “In my role as videographer, 
my main job is to try to keep the talent 
happy!” Julie also knows how to keep 
kids happy here in town, having been in 
charge of an amazing array of kids pro-
gramming over the years.  Julie herself 
stars in a weekly program for kids, ‘Book 
Bites’, for kids grade 3 through 6, which 
airs Wednesdays at 4:00 Pm.  She also 
hosts Wiggle Time and Story Time.  

Julie and Carolyn said they welcome 
book suggestions from viewers for up-

coming episodes.  The possibilities for 
titles are endless.

Carolyn said, “I want to emphasize 
that none of this would have happened 
had it not been for Jane Malmberg, who 
has enthusiastic ideas about the library 
being open and welcoming to all.  She is 
Library Director Extraordinaire!” 

“We go to Jane and say, ‘Can we?’, and 
she says ‘Yes!’ Julie adds.  “And that kind 
of support is vital.”

If you happen to miss an episode of 
any of these programs, you can access 
them anytime on YouTube at https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCISjNvC_-
2bEf_Kt6AJxq8g.

And, to find out all the other wonder-
ful and fun programs at the Library this 
summer (including a Teddy Bear Picnic at 
Distant Hill Gardens!), go to their website 
at https://walpoletownlibrary.org/ 

We are so lucky to have such a vibrant 
and innovative library.  Thank you, staff! 

See you at The Emmys!           
– Tara Sad
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Sam Jacobs

4H
Pinnacleview 4H Members  
Shine at Cheshire County 4H Presents
Public Speaking, Presentations, and 

Photography are some of the skills 
that the UNH 4H programming offers 
to our local youth. 4H Day, or County 
Activities Day, has been an opportu-
nity for 4H members to develop and 
hone these skills. In 2021 the 4H Youth 
Development Programs Cheshire and 
Hillsboro Counties combined efforts and 
expanded opportunities for youth to ac-
tively participate in this event. This year 
providing opportunities for youth to do 
live presentations or pre-recorded videos 
or even to Zoom In with a presentation. 
May 15th at the Cheshire Fairgrounds 
was the inaugural 4H Presents. 

Several members from the Walpole 
based Pinnacleview 4H Club participat-
ed in this new event:

Savannah Anderson and a junior 
member created a Demonstration en-
titled Moove over Skim Milk, Bring Whole 
Milk Back to School. A demonstration 
on why having whole milk available to 

students can be beneficial to their over-
all health and well-being and bring a 
financial benefit to US Dairy Farmers. 
Savannah ended up winning in the 
Demonstration Category for her age 
group a Demonstration at the NH State 
4H Presents on June 29th. 

Edward Gowdy submitted a photo-
graph to the Cheshire County Presents. 
This picture Good Morning from North 
Pond” won the Senior Photography 
Division, and his picture will also be sent 
to the NH State 4H Presents.

Several other members of the 
Pinnacleview 4H Club sent in photo-
graphs to the county event, these mem-
bers are Sage Stark, Colton Stark, and 
both Ashlynn Smith and Emily Smith. 

If you would like more info about 4H or 
the Pinnacleview 4H Club, please contact 
Diane Dugray at UNH Cheshire County 
4H at 352-4550                 – Edward Gowdy

In June, the Walpole Primary and 
North Walpole Schools completed 
Bicycle Safety Week. A Fall Mountain 
High School student created a bike 
safety curriculum for the teachers to 
complete with their classes. 

On June 4 the Walpole Primary 
and on June 11 the North Walpole 
School students brought their bikes 
to school and completed a bike safety 
obstacle course created by two FM 
students. Thanks to the Safe and 
Active Community Grant from CHaD 
and Kohl’s, all Walpole students, Pre-
K to 4th grade received a free bicycle 
helmet!

We are very excited that over 160 
students got brand new bike helmets 
to wear this summer! We would like to 
thank the Walpole Police Department 
and North Walpole and Walpole Fire 
Department for putting on a parade to 
celebrate the hard work the students did 
all week. Everyone had a lot of fun! 

– Heidi Westover &  
   Shawna Baird-Torney 

4H prize winners: at left, Edward Gowdy’s 
photo “Good Morning from North Pond” 

         (whose color version is stunning) 
       and Savannah Anderson with her  

Whole Milk Demonstration.

Bike Safety Week
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Women of Walpole 
WOW has a busy summer 
Several women have been busy gar-

dening the little triangle at Middle Street 
and Main Street. It has been a challenge, 
but hope everyone will enjoy the new 
planters. This garden has been planted 
in memory of Nancy Shepard. 

On July 11, WOW will be thank-
ing Walpole essential workers with 
free drinks at the SBW Concert on the 
Common. Please join us for the Keene 
American Legion band and a variety of 
soft drinks as a huge thank you to the first 
responders, teachers, medical personnel, 
school personnel, librarians, bankers and 
many others who have dedicated them-
selves to serve the community through 
the past year’s pandemic challenges. 
We also hope you will support the 
Congregational Church pie sale and the 
Boy Scouts food sales at this concert.  

Lastly WOW is in need of help. We have 
several openings on our board for any 
woman who lives or works in Walpole. 
Are you someone who likes to help plan? 
Do you have great ideas on what WOW 
should be doing in the next year? Join 
a fun group in planning our next year’s 
meetings, programming, Worthy Causes, 
and events. Please contact Susan and 
Nancy if interested. Help us take WOW 
into the next year and build on the 
strength we have kept during the strug-
gles of the pandemic. Many hands make 
light work!  Susan Johnson (pete_sue-
johnson@verizon.net, Nancy Lightner 
(nancy.hamblet@gmail.com)

                 – Susan Johnson

Adventure Book Walk 
NEW for 2021
Fall Mountain Regional High School 

now has a Nature Book Walk! The book 
walk starts at the trail kiosk next to the 
pond. Each month there is a new book 
for elementary students and their fami-
lies to come read while they walk the 
trails at FM. Each page has fun physical 
activities the reader can complete as 
they travel from page to page. 

At the end of the book there is a take 
home activity that encourages the 
reader to be more physically active. After 
you read the book, you can return to the 
start and have a snack or lunch at the 
picnic tables by the pond. A FM senior 
helped create this fantastic experience 
in hopes of promoting physical activity 
and reading. 

This project was funded by the Walpole 
School Outdoor Education Program.  

– Heidi Westover &  
   Shawna Baird-Torney Photos PRovided

At left, the Book 
Walk kiosk; above 

young readers  
at one of the  

stations.

Walpole Seniors
The Walpole Seniors will start up their 

regular monthly luncheons again after a 
year hiatus due to the pandemic, at 12:00 
noon July 19,  at the First Congregational 
Church. Masks are not required, but sug-
gested since it will be an indoor gather-
ing.  Bring a friend and a dish to share. 
There will be no speaker, just a gathering 
to renew old acquaintances and meet 
new friends. We are looking forward to 
having a great luncheon of delicious 
food and wonderful fellowship.   
      – Jan Martin

The StoryWalk® Project was created 
by Anne Ferguson of Montpelier, VT, 
and developed in collaboration with the 
Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Storywalk® is 
a registered service mark owned by Ms. 
Ferguson  
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Many Thanks…
 …from the Scouts
On an absolutely gorgeous Sunday 

evening, the Walt Sayre Orchestra recent-
ly played to a very large and happy-to-
get-out crowd on the Walpole common. 
The music the orchestra provided was 
well received and greatly appreciated. 
So on behalf of all the scouts and their 
leaders, I want to extend a sincere thank 
you to the orchestra.

To the local companies that contrib-
uted financially to this concert, and are 
listed below, your help is sincerely appre-
ciated and guarantees that the orchestra 
will be paid regardless of the weather. It 
is a real comfort to the leaders particular-
ly that there are those in the community 
so committed.

Many thanks also to all those who do-
nated while at the concert. While many 
of you remain nameless, I’d be remiss 
if I failed to point out generous dona-
tions by Lt. Col. Charles Street, William 
and Joanne Sommer, and Krystyna and 
Dennis Marcom. Other patrons that 
helped pay for the trout for our fishing 
derby include John Aldrich, Jason Perron 
and George Wells.

So where does this money go? Believe 
it or not, the membership fee to Daniel 

Webster Council in Manchester is $75 
per scout per year. As there are more 
than 40 in the program, that is more than 
$3,000. The leaders prefer to pay all scout 
fees from the treasury rather than charg-
ing the families. Also, the badges aren’t 
free, and summer camp and other activi-
ties are expensive. As Whit Aldrich used 
to say, “One of the good things about the 
Scouting program is that there is some-
thing for everyone.”

Again, thank you to our sponsors: 
First Day Cottage; Steve Dalessio; Lake 
Machine; Matt Beam Plumbing & Heating; 
Kasper & Assoc.; Walpole Creamery; 
Dan’s Water Treatment Service; Graves 
Trucking; Hodgkins & Sons; Walpole 
Veterinary Hospital; E .E. Houghton Co.; 
Northcott Wood Turning.  

                  – Scott Northcott

UCC NH 
Zimbabwe Container
Churches in the NH UCC will be filling 

a container to send to Zimbabwe. The 
First Congregational Church of Walpole 
will be donating items to help with this.

Zimbabwe, located in South Africa, is 
plagued by political unrest, economic 
uncertainties and human rights viola-
tions. This past year COVID has devas-
tated the country.

You can help us fill the container by 
donating any of the following items: 
sewing supplies, artist supplies, medical 
supplies that would fit in a box, sneakers, 
cleats, athletic shoes and equipment, 
tools, personal care items and clothing. 
All items need to be clean and in good 
condition.

You can drop off any of the above 
at the church on Wednesday, July 14, 
from 1:00 to 6:00 pm. A member of our 
Missions Committee will be there to 
check in your donations.

Thank you for your help in this global 
outreach.  

– Chris Miller
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Thank you to Mike Rau of Walpole high-
way department and all of the highway 
crew for helping us pick up and install re-
taining wall blocks for our concrete pad 
project this summer! Working with high-
way is integral to our success, as they tamp 
down our metal and construction and de-
molition trailers to make shipping easier, 
safer, and more cost effective. They also 
help us out in winter with sanding, large 
boat destruction, and generally make 
Walpole Recycling a better place to be!  

With hot summer days upon us, please 
wash out all containers to be recycled, re-
frain from backing up (follow one way traf-
fic pattern), and abide by our no mask/ no 
problem policy while attending Walpole 
Recycling. 

The Reuse Center has donated $7,000.00 
to the Fall Mountain Food Shelf since its 
reopening in October, and donations for 
books at the Friends of the Walpole Library 
are close to $2,000.00. We have great vol-
unteers working to improve all facets of the 

Reuse Center. We now have 3 different vol-
unteer crews at Walpole Recycling: Friends 
of Walpole Library/ Reuse Center volun-
teers/ and Recycling front line volunteers. 
The Reuse Center is a valuable resource as 
an affordable shopping option while do-
nating proceeds to the Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf. We have very knowledgeable litera-
ture enthusiasts adding new books every 
week to the Friends of the Walpole Library 
shelves. Just $2 for hardcover/ $1 for soft-
cover books! You will have a hard time 
walking away from the Friends of Walpole 
Library bookshelves without grabbing at 
least one book. 

Walpole Recycling would like to thank 
you for all of your support and effort in 
pre-sort recycling and attendance at the 
Reuse Center! Keep recycling Walpole! 

   – Ben Hoy

Grange Awards Night
We have a new venue for this year.  

The Walpole Grange Community Awards 
night will be outside at Alyson’s Orchard 
on July 20, 2021.  Rain or shine. It will be 
under a tent, but if the weather is bad, 
we will be able to move inside.  This will 
be a special night, because we were 
unable to hold our annual awards night 
last year. We will be entertained by local 
theatrical talent who will be performing 
some short skits that are sure to make 
us all laugh. So save the date, and come 
see who will be receiving an award for 
our Community Citizen, Educator of the 
Year, and four other awards. There will be 
a couple of recipients who will be totally 
surprised!  Everyone is invited to attend.  
Please bring your own chair. Light re-
freshments will be served, and of course 
the Grange is known for its homemade 
goodies!

Remember July 20th, 6:30 Pm at Alyson’s 
Orchard!                               

– Adam Terrell

Volunteers Wanted
You’ve enjoyed the pies, now be part of 

the fun! The First Congregational Church of 
Walpole UCC welcomes community volun-
teers to bake pies and/or help sell them at 
the eight Concerts on the Common spon-
sored by the Savings Bank of Walpole. Sign 
up for one Sunday, all eight or anything 
in between. Email us at walpolechurch@
yahoo.com, or call 756-4075 for more infor-
mation. Thank you!             – Marilyn Shriver
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along with the company’s proposal for 
its six acre massive solar array. This meet-
ing concluded with concerns over the 
solar field and its impact on aesthetics 
and taxes.  

Along with his experts, Clifford con-
tinued discussing his Dunkin proposal 
at the Planning Board meeting of June 
8. Dunkin is still awaiting replies from 
the NH Department of Transportation 
(NHDOT) over congestion concerns with 
the traffic studies. Supposedly, according 
to Clifford’s representatives, NHDOT will 
not release accident data in this area over 
“privacy concerns”. This was one of many 
statements not making sense. Clifford 
then said they would now construct the 
entire 10,000 square foot building even 
though the space not utilized by donuts 
may remain vacant. Addressing an earlier 
Planning Board request, a center portion 
of the roof has now been recessed to 
hide the utility equipment to be mount-
ed on the roof. Discussion then shifted to 
the request for a hearing on the six-acre 
solar farm to be located between the 
Dunkin shop and Shaw’s Plaza.

As plans have changed for the phase 
one retail space building it appears NGP 
Management’s focus is not a larger donut 
store. The prize is the six acre solar farm, 
a cash cow for these out-of-state owners, 
and an unappealing vista at this location 
for in-town Walpole residents.

Requiring almost six acres, the pro-
posed 1 Megawatt Solar Field will cost 
upwards of $3,000,000 to build. Ten to 15 
percent of the power generated will be 
utilized on site, with the balance fed into 
the grid, providing NGP Management 
with a possible revenue stream of from 
$40,000 to $90,000 per year. Revision 
Energy’s expert’s comments were vague 
and also not making sense. It was al-
luded that the excess energy produced 
would get to local homes faster with less 
distribution cost “offsetting power usage 
for all”. There are both State and Federal 
incentives for NGP in building this solar 
field. There is no local advantage, and 
as resident Bob Anderson pointed out, 
there is question as to the legality of a 
commercial solar farm in Walpole.

Addressing aesthetics to screen the 
solar field, Revision Energy stated they 
will surround the field with a 7 foot chain 
link fence with some forsythia to hide 
the 11 foot high solar panel structures. 
Really? With the offer of forsythia being 
challenged by an audience member, 
the applicants said they may find other 
plantings. Clifford last month stated their 
solar plan works financially now, but are 
hoping that future State legislation will 
make the massive solar field “more ap-
pealing” for them. Emphasis on “them” 
and not Walpole.                      

– Ray Boas

Dunkin 
Solar …Duplicity
At the February 9, 2021, meeting of the 

Planning Board, Mr. Jim Clifford of NGP 
Management, (offices in North Reading, 
MA, with 120 Dunkin Donut locations in 
MA, ME, VT and NH) said his company 
operates the Dunkin’ in the Jiffy Mart 
on Route 12, stating, “It was doing well 
enough to move the business out of that 
building and have a free-standing build-
ing of its own.” In looking at the proper-
ty at the corner of Route 12 and Upper 
Walpole Road, he further stated “I’d love 
to hear some feedback on what residents 
would like to see in that space and how 
it could be used.” Board member Jason 
Perron said he should “get in touch with 
the CLARION and maybe, through the 
monthly newsletter, he would get some 
input on what the townspeople wanted.” 
To this writer’s knowledge, Clifford has 
not asked the community for input. The 
CLARION has never been asked to assist. 
This February informational meeting was 
reported on in the March CLARION.

Clifford returned to the Planning Board 
on April 13 to present a preliminary plan 
and request a public hearing. As report-
ed in those minutes, “The initial phase 
is to build a 5,000 square-foot build-
ing with 2,000 square feet being used 
for the Dunkin’ Donuts site and 3,000 
square for another retail site that will be 
for one or two businesses. In the future, 
the company may be proposing another 
retail space of up to a 5,000 square-foot 
building for retail if the initial phase is a 
success. … Phase 2 would be solar array 
that would take up 5 1/2 to 6 acres of the 
parcel of land … The solar piece of the 
site plan will stand alone and probably 
be introduced at the May meeting.”

Clifford was unprepared at the May 11 
Planning Board meeting, with changes 
to the original site plan and unanswered 
questions. Traffic is becoming a major 
concern at this intersection. It was de-
cided that Dunkin’s site plan review be 
continued at the June meeting, possibly 

Continued from Page 1, Brownfields

If you are adding up all the numbers 
as you read this article, you may well be 
asking, where is all the money coming 
from?  When we bought the Central 
Plating Site from the Westberg estate, 
just before applying for the EPA grant, we 
negotiated a$175,000 settlement from 
the estate with our $1.00 purchase.  That 
money is in an escrow account and has 
paid for such things as a fence around 
the property, and the removal of a very 
old, dying tree.  In the best of all possible 
worlds, we will have most of that money 
left in escrow when the clean-up ends so 
that we can pay for future testing which 
will continue on the site for 5-10 years or 
more.  

We owe a debt of gratitude to the 
Mascoma Bank for giving us permission 
to test and include an adjacent strip of 
land between the current parking lot 
(which we lease from Mascoma Bank) 
and Central Plating in our cleanup.  
Contamination had seeped from the 
Plating Site into this grassy strip.

In 2022, we will ask the Town voters 
to approve the cost of paving for a new 
parking lot with electric stations for elec-
tric cars and a public green space with 
benches will be on the site of the current 
deteriorating red building.  Who knows, 
maybe someday you can catch a public 
bus from that site.  In the meantime, 
thank you for your patience as construc-
tion trucks rumble along our streets re-
moving contaminated soil.

                                                 – Peggy Pschirrer
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First Congregational
July Events
As of Sunday, June 20, we have re-

sumed weekly worship in-person and 
indoors. We continue to require masks in 
the building, and social distancing until 
further notice, out of an abundance of 
caution. 

Sunday worship is held each at 10:00 
am, which we will continue to make avail-
able on Zoom, even after we return to 
weekly worship indoors.

Communion Sunday is every first 
Sunday of the month. All are welcome 
at the table. We currently use Covid-safe, 
sealed communion elements. Our prac-
tice on Zoom has been for worshippers 
on the internet to take part using their 
own bread and cup. 

Bible Study, normally held every 
Wednesday at 4:00 to 5:00 Pm, led by 
Pastor Richard Malmberg, will be on 
summer hiatus through Labor Day.

Join First Congregational Church of 
Walpole Worship and Study on Zoom 
using the following link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87236977
806?pwd=YkxyK2FwY1oyTCt5cXYzREZ
wL1lxdz09

The Zoom link can also be found on 
our website: www.walpolenhucc.org

           – Richard Malmberg

Walpole Town Library
Summer Programs  
& Reading Challenge
Our Summer Reading Challenge is 

going strong.  If you haven’t signed up 
yet, it’s not too late! A link to sign up 
online can be found on our webpage at 
www.walpoletownlibrary.org.   

We are happy to announce that our 
Library Book Group will once again be 
meeting at the library on the fourth 
Thursday of the month, from 12:00 to 
1:00 Pm, in the John and Carol Hubbard 
Community Room.  The first meeting will 
be Thursday, July 29.

Do you like solving mysteries?  The li-
brary will be posting a History Mystery 
photo each week during July and August 
on our Facebook page.  The first person 
to identify the subject of the photo and 
post the answer in the comments will 
get a “shout out” from us and bragging 
rights for the week.  

The library will be hosting a new Social 
Justice Discussion. Our discussion will be 
informed by a selection of books, videos, 
podcasts, and guest speakers, with the 
goal of educating ourselves and finding 
ways to actively contribute to a more 
just society.  This informal group will 
be meeting the third Wednesday of the 
month, from 6:30 to 7:30 Pm, in the John 
and Carol Hubbard Community Room.  

The first meeting is Wednesday, July 21. 
Contact Jane Malmberg at 756-9806 or 
jmalmberg@walpoletownlibrary.org for 
more information. 

North Walpole Branch Library
The branch library in North Walpole is 

now open!  Come by and check out our 
selection of materials and get informa-
tion about the summer reading chal-
lenge and other library programs. Our 
hours are as follows:

Mondays 1:00 to 4:00 Pm

Tuesdays 3:00 to 7:00 Pm

Fridays & Saturdays 10:00 am to 1:00 Pm

The library’s address is 70 Church 
Street in North Walpole.  Phone number 
is 445-5153.                       

– Jane Malmberg
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With the Connecticut River on 
Walpole’s doorstep, fishing its waters on 
a July evening is a perfect way to end a 
summer’s day. The cast of a fishing line is 
a bit like the roll of dice. What does that 
tug on the line telegraph? While fishing 
always brings surprises, one of the most 
startling is when a slimy, slippery eel is 
caught.

The female American eel (Anguilla 
rostrata) occupies the entire 400-mile 
length of the Connecticut River.  Her 
long snake-like body can reach 6 feet!  
However, usually she is between 2
to 3.5 feet in length. Males are   
about 1.5 to 2 feet  
long. Eels have a
long fin that   
extends   along  
the    back and  
around        the   rear end of  
the body.  The scales are olive green to 
dark brown on the back, shading to 
greenish-yellow on the sides and gray or 
white on the underside. 

Eels are nocturnal feeders.  They prefer 
to spend the day curled up in a muddy 
lake or river bottom under deep water.  
They emerge at dusk to feed on fish, 
insect larvae, crayfish and shrimp.  Most 
remarkably, eels will sometimes leave 
the water in search of frogs and small 
mammals in wet grassy meadows and 
fields!

Eels are considered catadromous fish.  
This means they grow to adult size in 
fresh water then return to salt water to 
spawn.  As eels reach sexual maturity at 
4 to 9 years of age, their bodies change 
color, nearly black above and silvery 
colored below.  The female “silver eels” 
head downstream that fall and meet up 
with the males who have been living in 
brackish water.  Famously, they migrate 
to the Sargasso Sea.  This area between 
Bermuda and the West Indies has the 
highest salinity in the North Atlantic 
Ocean.  After reaching the spawning area 
in mid-winter, adult eels breed and die. 

Another long, slender snake-like fish 
that inhabits the Connecticut River is the 
sea lamprey (Petromyson marinus), also 
known as the lamprey eel.  It is anadro-
mous, living as an adult in the ocean but 
will ascend the river to spawn.  In 2019, 
227 sea lamprey nests were counted 
near the mouth of the Ashuelot River!  
Young sea lampreys (ammocoetes) live 

in the muck along the river’s edge filter-
ing their meals.  

At about five years of age and 4-8” in 
length, the lamprey return to the sea, 
where they grow to their adult size of 2.5 
feet.  This primitive fish lacks scales, fins 
or gill covers.  Instead of a jaw with teeth 
as the eel has, the adult lamprey has cir-
cular rows of teeth that it uses to clam-
ponto the sides of fish in the ocean. The 
blood- letting that results is often fatal

for the parasitized fish host.     
American eel and other migra-
tory fish numbers are declining.  
With their long bodies, many 
eel die when they pass through 
the turbines of hydroelectric 
dams as head downstream. 
Remember, this summer will be 
your chance to comment on the 

relicensing of the Bellows Falls and other 
dams that affect these creatures.  Learn 
more at www.ctriver.org/hydropower.  
Happy trolling on the river to you!  
Thanks to Freshwater Fishes of New 
Hampshire by John F. Scarola for much 
of this helpful information, published 
in 1973 by the NH Fish and Game 
Department.

Young eels are ribbon-like in shape 
and completely transparent.  The “elvers” 
or “glass eels” are carried along the ocean 
currents and reach coastal waters during 
the autumn of their first year.  They 
swarm into the mouths of our rivers in 
the spring of the following year.  Their 
color darkens.  They soon look like min-
iature adults at 3 inches in length as they 
begin their ascent up the river. 
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Camp Takodah 
WES 7th Grade Field Trip
Every year, Walpole schools do an 

annual field trip for each grade level. The 
6th graders go on a canoe trip, 7th grade 
goes to Camp Takodah, and 8th grade 
goes white water rafting. Camp Takodah 
is an overnight trip where students stay 
usually 3 1/2 days, but this year, due to 
COVID-19 restrictions, the 7th graders 
couldn’t stay overnight. But not staying 
overnight didn’t stop us from going to 
Camp and having fun. 

Our trip to Camp Takodah was on 
June 2nd and 3rd. Since we couldn’t stay 
overnight, we got to school around the 
regular time and then took a bus over 
to Richmond where the camp is located. 
The camp is on Cass Pond. We would stay 
at camp all day and then around 4:00 in 
the afternoon we would take the bus 
back to the school where our parents 
would pick us up. We did this both days. 

The first day we got to camp, we loaded 
off the bus and met our counselors. We 
then played games. After games we 
went and did separate activities with our 
groups. The main activities we did were 
swimming, high ropes course, low ropes 
course, and a wild safety hike where we 
built a campfire and roasted a treat after-
wards. The waterfront at Camp Takodah 
is very fun. They have a diving board, a 
15 foot tower you can jump off of, and a 
water slide. There are also boats you can 
use which include paddle boards, paddle 
boats, kayaks, and canoes.

The second day at Camp Takodah, we 
did more of the activities and then we 
mostly got waterfront time. Even though 
it wasn’t the warmest day, we still had fun 
swimming and boating! Then we ended 
the day with playing sports like basket-
ball, tennis, and volleyball. The volleyball 
game was very competitive!

Camp Takodah was super fun and a 
great experience for the 7th grade. Camp 
Takodah isn’t just a camp where schools 
come, it’s also a great summer camp, and 
if you’ve ever watched the show Bunk’d, 
it definitely gives you Camp Kikiwaka 
vibes!      

– Kelsey Fillion (Grade 7)

The Clarion thanks our Walpole Schools correspon-
dents for their creative efforts during a challenging 
year: Emily Heddon (not pictured), Kelsey Fillion, 
Bridget Bascom (not pictured), Maya Carbone, 
Sophia D’Alessandro, Olivia D’Alessandro, Aidan 
Suozzi, Perry Lent, Luna Loch, Jake Buswell, Amelia 
Blaine, Avery Richardson. (And  their Language Arts 
teacher, Mr. Gagnon – with Clarion in the school 
yearbook photo of the Newspaper Club.) 

Walpole  
seventh 
 graders 

 enjoyed the  
water sports 

 as well as 
activities  

on dry land.



...an extensive industry
of manufacturing potash was carried out 
in the late 18th and early 19th centuries in 
Walpole? In traveling backroads through-
out New England, you may have seen 
road signs indicating “Potash Road” or 
“Potash Hill” and wondered what the road 
name meant. We have no road so named 
in Walpole, but potash was made in at 
least a dozen locations in North Walpole, 
Drewsville and Walpole.

As settlers arrived, land had to be cleared 
of trees to provide farmland, pastures, and 
gardens. Nineteenth century photographs 
show New England hills barren as a result. 
Lumber was needed to build homes and 
barns. The ashes from waste or fires were 
then used in making potash, becoming 
a cash crop. Potash was used in making 
soap, glass and as fertilizer. Making potash 
was a commonplace practice, often with 
everyone in a family involved. Because it 
was commonplace, accounts of this side-
line agricultural industry are scant. Potash 
was sold for cash or traded. Even those 
not making potash saved and traded their 
ashes. Often the potash made and sold 
in clearing virgin woodlands paid for the 
settler’s land.

Making potash was easy. Trees, usually 
elm or beech, would be cut into pieces, 
dried, and burned. The process contin-
ued until a good pile of ashes remained. 
The ashes were then placed in a tough or 
container and saturated with water. The 
liquid settling out (leaching) at the bottom 
would be collected. This liquid was then 
boiled in large pots. With the liquid gone, a 
brownish crust remained. This potash was 
scraped out to be sold or traded. Thirty 
cords of pine wood burned produced a 
ton of ashes that would reduce to about 
three hundred pounds of potash worth 
from ten to twenty-five dollars - a goodly 
amount. With deforestation, the source for 
this cash drop dwindled. Wool from sheep 
who grazed in the open spaces provided 
the next cash crop.

By 1750, forests in Britain were gone, 
but the British still needed potash which 
was essential for the making of soap and 
bleach to clean cloth in their growing tex-
tile industry. The British saw the colonies as 
their answer, and sent experts to the colo-
nies to encourage potash production for 
shipping back home. Potash works were 
established in port cities, and both local 
residents and outlying farmers brought in 
their ashes. An interesting fact is the first 
United States Patent, issued in 1790, was 
to Samuel Hopkins of Philadelphia, who 
“hath discovered an Improvement, not 
known or used before, such Discovery, in 
the making of Pot ash and Pearl ash by a 

Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 
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new Apparatus and Process…”
Locally, the first manufacturing of 

potash was done in North Walpole, just a 
few rods south of the Tucker Bridge at a 
spot called “Potash Hill.” Several potashes 
were around town, usually near brooks 
for a supply of water. A sale of property 
at the corner of North Street (now Rogers 
Street) and North Main Street, in 1783, in-
cluded “potash works, Kettles, etc.” Bellows 
and Stone advertised in The Farmers 
Museum in 1798 that they would “re-
ceive salts of lye or ashes in payment for 
goods,” and Moses Johnson would pay “1 
shilling 2 pence per bushel for hardwood 
house ashes.” A number of former loca-

tions of asheries along River Road prop-
erties have been identified by remnants 
in the soil. Col. Benjamin Bellows had a 
potash at the South End of Main Street on 
Butternut Brook that crosses Wentworth 
Road. In 1808, Joseph Bellows and Thomas 
Bellows, Jr., merchants, took a 15 year lease 
on Valley Road for setting up a potash on 
a farm there. And, in Drewsville, near the 
store, Thomas C. Drew had a “potash stand-
ing on said piece.” 

Eric Sloane’s depiction of Potash making. 

A potash kettle

In time, as wood supplies were deplet-
ed, chemical alternatives to potash were 
found. This once ubiquitous colonial indus-
try disappeared, and is barely a memory.
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Walpole Players
Jeeves and Wooster are Sailing onto 

the Common!
The Walpole Players will be present-

ing a staged reading of Jeeves at Sea 
by Margaret Raether, adapted from the 
stories of P.G. Wodehouse, on Saturday, 
July 10, at 5:30 pm on the Walpole Town 
Common.

Set sail for laughter as Bertie Wooster 
(played by Tom Durnford) revels in life 
aboard the Vanderley yacht.  Bertie is the 
pampered guest of the lively and fetch-
ing Lady Stella (Jenny Plante), accom-
panied, as always, by his peerless valet, 
Jeeves (Mike Delaney).  If only Bertie’s pal 
Crumpet (Rebecca Saunders) hadn’t as-
saulted a prince!  In the blink of an eye, 
Bertie is masquerading as a romance nov-
elist, Crumpet is posing as his own long-
lost twin, and a sinister foreign Count 
(Gina Richardson) is challenging Bertie 
to a duel over the misunderstood affec-
tions of Lady Stella’s companion Miss 
Pilbeam (Ruth Pratt).  Will this madcap 
case of mistaken identities end in Bertie’s 
doom?  Or worse, his marriage??  Have 
no fear!  Jeeves will sort it all out.

We are asking audience members to 
support The Walpole Players with a sug-
gested donation of $5 for adults, but any 
amount is greatly appreciated, and will 
help us keep the curtain up and lights on 
at the Helen Miller Theater!

Don’t forget to bring your choice of 
outdoor seating (lawn chair, blanket, 
etc.).  For more information, please email 
WalpolePlayers@gmail.com, check our 
website TheWalpolePlayers.org, or call 
603-756-2535.       

– Lisa Bryan

Kudos
Walpole Resident Honored
Landmark College conferred an honorary Doctorate of 

Humane Letters degree to Jim Baucom during a ceremony for 
retiring faculty and staff, held on Saturday, May 22, 2021 on the 
lower campus grounds.

Baucom was a full professor in the School of Education when 
he officially retired from teaching at the close of the Spring 2020 
semester. He was appointed professor emeritus at that time, but 
plans for a formal ceremony honoring his accomplishments, as 
well as those of several retirees, had to be put on hold due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“It is not hyperbole to state that we may not even be here 
right now if not for Jim Baucom,” current Landmark College 
President Dr. Peter Eden stated in a campus wide memo an-
nouncing Baucom’s appointment as Professor Emeritus last 
year. “The significant contributions Jim has made within the 
field of educational psychology and the life-changing effects it 
had upon students taking his courses are difficult to fully mea-
sure and completely appreciate.”           – Landmark College Release

Hooper Institute & Community Garden
On Saturday, July 31, at 10:00 am, the Walpole Community 

Garden and Friends of Hooper Institute are hosting a presenta-
tion, “Pollinators”, in the community gardens at 165 Prospect 
Hill Road. Helen Dalbeck will teach and Jackie Caserta will host 
a garden Q & A. Free will donations are welcome to support 
the garden.

Save the Date! The Friend of Hooper Institute present our 
first annual Fall Festival on September 11, 2021. There will be 
crafts, lawn games, cider pressing and a cookout lunch! Get 
ready for Cow Plop Bingo, Farm Animal Corral and Make and 
Take your very own Scarecrow! There will be baked goods, 
homemade preserves, flower bouquets and so much more. 
Look for greater details in August.  Additionally, there will be 
a “Seed-Saving” presentation in the Community Garden. Thank 
you, and save the date!  For more information, email hooperin-
stitute@myfairpoint.net   

– Helen Dalbeck

Players Rebecca 
Saunders, Tom 

Durnford and Jenny 
Plante rehearse the 

duel scene from  
Jeeves at Sea.

Photo PRovided

Jeeves, as  
envisioned by 

James Heineman
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Sam Jacobs has achieved excellence 
in Walpole Schools by simply expecting 
nothing less.  He believes in the potential 
of all his students and staff and pushes 
them to accomplish the impossible with 
the simple power of a kind word or en-
couraging remark.  He sets the tone by 
giving his all whether that be by jumping 
in the Mill Pond or shaving his mustache 
to encourage his students to read or by 
dressing up in costume and dancing on 
stage in ninety degree weather on field 
day to spark joy one more time in each 
student’s school year.  Sam cares deeply 
about all those in his charge as dem-
onstrated by the many sleepless nights 
spent on school trips where he wakes 
from a deep loud slumber at the slight-
est noise and jumps up to make sure all 
is well and that those in his charge are 
safe.  He tirelessly works to provide his 
staff with everything they could possibly 
want and need and ensure that every 
student leaves the Walpole Schools with 
a treasure trove of fond memories.  It is 
impossible to know him and to not leave 
the exchange with your life bettered by 
the experience.  Thank you Sam for all 
you have given and all you have done for 
Walpole.

      –- Lisa Mulhearn (Grade 7 & 8 Math teacher)

Sam, I would like to thank you for your support 
and kindness throughout the years.  I am thank-
ful for your enthusiasm within the school and how 
you go above and beyond for the kiddos and staff.  
I am truly thankful that you have been my princi-
pal and I have learned a lot from you.  I wish you 
health and happiness in your retirement and hope 
that you join us again for the canoe trip (don’t 
worry just Thursday!).  Enjoy your retirement...you 
deserve it!

                – Kathy Sherrod (Grade 6 Math and Science teacher)

The fog of time is such that I don’t/
can’t remember the year that I first met 
Sam but he was the new horticulture 
teacher at Fall Mt. The teacher’s associa-
tion was having a dance as an introduc-
tion for new staff and old. Disco was the 
rage and the inevitable dance contest 
was announced Everyone was on the 
floor. In the end the award for the best 
moves went to Sam Jacobs. 

On a more serious note, there was the 
time when S.O.S. signs started appearing 
on lawns and roadways around Walpole. 
Led by parents, and followed by grand-
parents, friends, faculty, and staff, a con-
certed effort was underway to “Save Our 
Sam” (SOS). Although Sam was a much 
liked and respected leader of the Walpole 
schools the superintendent was not as 
enthusiastic about his performance and 
recommended that the school board 
not renew Sam’s contract. The Walpole 
community was having none of it. Rallies 
were held, board meetings were attend-
ed, and the rest, as they say, is history.

                                         – Bill Perron, Grade 6

He was great to work for and very 
supportive of staff ideas to improve the 
school experience for kids.

                                  – Kerry Grenier, Social Studies

A principal can make or break a staff, 
a school, and have great influence over 
an entire community.  Sam Jacobs has 
left his mark on all of us who were lucky 
enough to have had him as principal.  
He absolutely dedicated his LIFE to the 
education of thousands of students cre-
ating an environment at Walpole School 
where all students could thrive. With the 
utmost integrity and professionalism, he 
set the standards high for his staff and 
his students from how one treated one 
another, to giving one’s greatest effort 
in the classroom and in life.  This was fol-
lowed by absolute accountability that 
translated into all of us giving our all in 
everything we did - students and staff 
alike.  The welcoming environment, the 
excellence, the pride, the achievements, 
the relationships, the community at 
Walpole School all stem from Sam.  He 
has given us his best, and it is reflected 
in the students, families, and our entire 
community.  We have been blessed to 
have had him lead Walpole’s education 
all of these years.  There is no one better.  
Thank you for everything, Mr. Jacobs! 
You have given, you have impacted, and 
you will be missed!  

                                     – Kim Lewis, Science Teacher

41 Years  
of Dedication  

to the Children  
of Walpole
Thank You, Sam

We asked current and former WES staff  
to share their thoughts and memories  

of their principal…

One of many graduations…
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The best lesson, and one of many, that 
I received from Sam Jacobs was that, 
when in doubt or when facing a difficult 
decision, always remember this: do what 
is best for the kids. Sam’s entire career has 
been based around doing what is best 
for his students and the kids of Walpole. 
He has not only made me a better teach-
er, but a better person. He will be missed 
by staff and students alike. 

-- Jake Gagnon (Grade 6, 7 & 8  
     Language Arts teacher)

Sam joined the Walpole Schools in 1997 
as principal, bringing that personal desire 
to improve others lives. He is known for 
being fully involved  with our students 
and families. Mr. Jacobs has always made 
an effort to know each and every kinder-
gartener and their family by name, devel-
oping that relationship throughout their 
school career. In Walpole, students know 
they will always be cared for and families 
know they have an advocate because Mr. 
Jacobs is their biggest supporter .Our Mr. 
Jacobs was with our children at school 
dances, sporting events, the 8th grade 
white water rafting trips, Camp Takodah, 
and even became a human sundae for 
a reading challenge! He has been right 
there with the students enjoying every 
minute of the fun. Who can forget the Air 
Band performances starring Mr. Jacobs? 
He has made all of our lives so much 
brighter.

Walpole School is an amazing place 
because of his leadership.”

                         – Jackie Ronning (Grade 5 teacher)

The students, staff, and commu-
nity cannot thank you enough for your 
twenty-four years of service to the 
Walpole Schools. You have left behind a 
vision that focused on building relation-
ships, providing a rigorous curriculum to 
push all of our students to their fullest 
potential, and providing lasting memo-
ries for all of the students, staff, families, 
and community members that were a 
part of the Walpole Schools. Having you 
as my mentor this past year has only 
given me the confidence to continue to 
move forward with the vision that you 
have created. I thank you for helping 
me grow as an educator, leader, and ad-
ministrator. I know you will continue to 
be actively involved in all of the school 
activities because that is who you are 
and what you truly love to do. Enjoy your 
well deserved retirement and I hope you 
know how much you will be missed. 

-- Justin Cassarino (Assistant Principal/ 
     Incoming Principal)

In the ten years I’ve been helping pro-
duce the Clarion, I’ve had the opportu-
nity to take many pictures of Sam Jacobs, 
often at assorted graduations. The photo 
at left, shot at a Kindergarten graduation 
ceremony in 2016 is easily my favorite.

As I recall, Sam made his short welcom-
ing remarks and concluded by encourag-
ing the graduates to look him in the eye 
when they received their diplomas…and 
give him a firm handshake. I shot several 
of these individual moments, but this 
one image captures the essence of the 
ceremony, and of Sam: the tilt of the 
boy’s mortar board; the pride and seri-
ousness in his face; the riveted eye con-
tact; the firmness of the handshake, and 
the genuine delight in Sam’s expression.         
                   

– Jan Kobeski

When there is a job to be done Sam 
Jacobs is there!  We have seen him ex-
terminate bugs, grill hot dogs, lace ice 
skates until his fingers were numb, go 
to the mall with the entire eight grade, 
dress like Bo -Peep and countless other 
“unprincipal” like duties.  Indeed, he 
was a remarkable principal but it is the 
little things that touched so many hearts 
and inspired others to go above and 
beyond.        

 – Nancy LeClair (Grade 2 ) 
     & Christine Broadley( Grade 3)

I had the great honor and pleasure of 
working many years for Principal Sam 
Jacobs while I was a teacher and the 
Athletic Director at the Walpole Schools.

You will not find a harder working, 
more dedicated, versed in all subject 
areas administrator.  Mr. Jacobs has in-
credible integrity and character and set 
the standards high for his students, staff 
and himself.  The well being and educa-
tion of his students has always been his 
priority.  He created an atmosphere of 
respect and emphasized that the most 
important thing you can do as a teacher 
is to build relationships with your stu-
dents.  

Sam Jacobs was always an active par-

ticipant with his students. Two of my 
favorite memories of this were when he 
lost Reading Challenges bets to the stu-
dents and had to pay the penalty.  One 
year he had to swim in the Mill Pond 
(Yuck!).  Another year the students deco-
rated him like an Ice Cream Sundae.  He 
sat in a kiddie pool while they covered 
his head and body with whipped cream, 
chocolate sauce, sprinkles, etc.  

Sam, thank you for everything!  You 
will be greatly missed by all.  I wish you 
a long, happy, healthy retirement filled 
with adventures and pickleball.  You so 
deserve!  

                      
– Toni McDougle, Physical Educator



Reader Commentary

     Picture This – A Statement of Concern
If you remember the show called The 

Golden Girls, you must remember Sophia, 
the feisty one who always shared her 
memories by beginning with “Picture 
this…” naming a location and giving the 
year.  I am going to channel her tonight 
to share some memories which have 
lived on to the present and I fear will con-
tinue into the future.  

Picture this – NH Route 12 - 1973  
We were house hunting and took a 

ride down RT 12 so that I could prove to 
my husband that there was no house in 
the spot that he was describing – even 
though he said there was. I had lived just 
across the river all my life – and I told him 
there was nothing there but fields and 
chicken barns…but sure enough -- in the 
midst of them, there was a house and we 
have lived in it since that time.   

I know that everyone loves to look 
at numbers…they don’t work for me.  I 
need the stories behind the numbers. I 
have lost count of the accidents that 
have taken place at the intersection of 
12 and 123.  I know that number would 
be even larger if you added the ones 
that have taken place at the intersec-
tion by Shaws – including the one last 
Tuesday…..You know that intersection 
– you look to the north, to the south, to 
Pinnacle View, to Walgreens – but don’t 
start to go because you can bet that 
someone is coming from the north or 
the south again.  

I put off putting my concerns in writ-
ing.  However, I finally came to the re-
alization that if another tragic accident 
took place there and I had not done 
something, I would not be able to pass 
the “look myself in the mirror” test.   

I apologize that I do not have number 
of accidents that have taken place there. 
I have always found that the best way to 
share information is to ask questions that 
may allow people - including myself - to 
reflect on the situation at hand.  Here are 
the questions that I have been reflecting 
upon…for many years.  

1 - Have you ever had your high school 
student (who is now 50) sit down at the 
supper table one night and suggest that 
you make his younger siblings stand at 
the mailbox to wait for the bus because 
he had – in his words – almost been 
taken out by a car while waiting for his 
bus that morning.  

2 - Have you ever had that same stu-
dent watch a series of accidents and 
submit a plan for his Eagle Scout project 
to put a light at that intersection based 
on the concern he had over safety in this 
area, only to have it refused by the State. 
I understand that any decision that they 
make is based on law that binds them to 
approve certain driveways and some his-
torical data on the efficacy of signals in 
dangerous areas.

3 - Have you ever been sitting in your 
chair and heard a loud crash and looked 
out the window to see that there has 
been an accident at that intersection and 
have seen people who are frightened, 
angry, confused, and injured?

4 - Have you ever looked at an accident 
at that intersection and noticed that all 
traffic leaving from the nearby machine 
shop – after waiting patiently for a con-
siderable amount of time had to be re-
routed across your driveway to reach the 
neighbor’s driveway and access Route 12 
above the accident.

5 - Have you ever looked at an acci-
dent at that intersection and observed 
that the person sitting on the side of the 
road sobbing and shaking with fright is 
someone that you worked with?

6 - Have you ever been awakened in 
the night to find a young couple and their 
baby knocking on your door (prior to the 
days of cell phones) because it was cold 
and they hoped you would let them in – at 
least to use the phone.

7 - Have you ever looked at an accident 
at that intersection and noticed that one of 
the cars belongs to your neighbor, and his 
daughter is standing there crying, trying 
to reach her father for help?

8 - Have you ever looked at an accident 
at that intersection and seen the absolute-
ly horrified look on the first responders 
face when she realized that it was her child 
who was in the accident.

9 - Have you ever heard that bump and 
noticed that a huge trailer truck had trav-
eled off the road and partially embedded 
its front end in the slope up to the field 
above the road?

10 - Have you ever heard the thump at 
that intersection and seen a lifeless body 
under a motorcycle?

11 - Have you ever heard that thump 
and selfishly thought, “Please dear God, 
don’t let it be one of mine”?

12 - Have you ever heard that thump 
and thought – “There but for the grace of 
God go I”?

That road – especially that intersection 
– is not safe.  To increase the traffic in that 
area – in my humble opinion – is not a wise 
decision.  All I can do is to share that opin-
ion with you.  Having done all that I can 
do, I can pass the “look myself in the mirror 
test”.  Thank you for listening.  Please keep 
in mind that listening - when it is not fol-
lowed by action - results in nothing.  “If you 
always do what you’ve always done, you 
always get what you’ve always got.

If what has been done since the day we 
found our home, I am very much afraid of 
what we are going to get.

               – Cathie Davignon

Keep Up on Walpole Happenings
Receive almost daily updates

Visit  The Walpolean
https://thewalpolean.org/

Sign Up to FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL

Like Us On Facebook
for News and Updates
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2.The solar array that is planned would 
offer no benefit to the town of Walpole.  
All credit from extra unused solar energy 
would go to NGP Properties.

3.The proposal does not meet the 
town requirements for 30 percent green 
space.

4.The proposal will have a significant 
negative impact on traffic congestion 
and safety.

5.Walpole has local businesses that 
stand to suffer from the proposed mall.

6. The proposed mall will detract from 
the beauty of our town.The proposed 
solar array would be enclosed by a chain 
link fence, with some plantings.

Please attend the hearing and urge the 
Planning Board to reject this proposal.

                      – Diane Nichols

Continued from Page 1, Residents



Dunkin’ Donuts as a Neighbor
At the June 8, 2021 Planning Board 

meeting, discussions continued regard-
ing the proposed Dunkin’ Donuts drive-
thru and retail space to be located at 
the corner of Rte. 12 and Upper Walpole 
Road. Various concerns were raised by 
Walpole attendees that ranged from the 
warehouse design of the building to the 
safety of increased traffic at that danger-
ous intersection. Given the level of con-
cern, what do we know about Dunkin’ 
Donuts as a potential “neighbor” in the 
commercial district aside from its coffee 
and donuts? 

A recent article reported that Dunkin’ 
Donuts permanently closed 687 U.S. 
locations as a result of last year’s pan-
demic (https://finance.yahoo.com/news/
dunkin-donuts-closing-hundredsstores-
221833700.html). And while its earnings, 
by the end of last year, showed a reversal 
of its Covid-losses, the giant’s parent com-
pany, Dunkin’ Brands Group, sold the busi-
ness to the private, equity-backed firm, 
Inspire Brands, in December 2020, perhaps 
due to Dunkin’s debt repayment of $740 
million that came due in 2019 (https://
seekingalpha.com/article/4141591-
dunkin-brandsgrowing-franchise-huge-
band-loyalty.  Inspire Brands owns Arby’s, 
Baskin Robbins, Rusty Taco, among other 
fast-food chains, and is itself owned by af-
filiates of the Roark Capital Group. Roark 
Capital, in turn, owns The Cheesecake 
Factory, Hardees, Great Expressions 
Dental Centers, and Massage Envy as well 
as a number of other companies. In short, 
will the additional retail space included in 
the Dunkin’ Donuts’ proposal be filled with 
these parent-company businesses with 
their out-sized financial backers and out-
of-state supply lines? If so, what impact 
will these businesses have on local busi-
nesses like the Hungry Diner, Bowman 
Dental, or Walpole Creamery? 

It’s time for Walpole’s Planning Board to 
approve commercial projects that reflect 
Walpole’s value of fostering a commercial 
environment in which local businesses 
can prosper and thrive rather than suc-
cumbing to the hollow promises put forth 
by out-of-state, big-box, businesses like 
Dunkin’ Donuts. When these big-box stores 
leave (and many of them do so for various 
reasons within 10-15 years of opening), 
local communities are left with the ever-
growing infrastructure costs attached to 
the then-empty warehouse stores such as 
roof repairs and broken pipes or ongoing 
police and fire protection. And, when mu-
nicipalities have to assume those costs, 
it’s the tapped-out property owners who 
end up paying the bill. It’s time for this 
Planning Board to plan for the long-term 
risks that come with opportunistic big-
box businesses instead of relying on a site 
plan review to minimize bad outcomes, 
by which time it’s too late.      

– Beth Colley

 SCHEDULE
July

11 - Keene American Legion Band
18 - Springfield Community Band

25 - Westmoreland Town Band
August 

01 - Nelson Town Band
08 - The Temple Band

15 - Brattleboro American Legion 
Band

22 - The Residential Band
29 - East Bay Jazz Ensemble

17

For the 38th year, Savings Bank  
of Walpole is excited to sponsor 

 our “Concerts on the Green”  
series in Walpole. The 8-concert  

series kicks off on Sunday, July 11  
with the Keene American Legion 

Band and goes through late August.  
Shows will be held rain or shine  
on Sundays from 6:30-8:00 pm.  
Pack a picnic basket, bring a  

blanket and/or lawn chair  
and enjoy the show!  
For more information,  

call 352-1822.

The sounds of summer make a welcome return  
with SBW’s 2021 “Concerts on the Green” Concert Series

They’re Back!



FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after going on 10 years of publication:

One Year Ago (July, 2020) -8 Minutes, 46 Seconds - “Injustice anywhere is a 
threat to justice everywhere” - Martin Luther King Jr. - On June 5, a vigil was held 
on the Common in response to the murder of George Floyd.

Three Years Ago (July, 2018) - A Walpole landmark is now a part of the New 
Hampshire Register of Historic Places. The New Hampshire Division of Historical 
Resources announced on May 30 that the Bridge Memorial Library is among 
eight properties added to the register following the organization’s latest round 
of reviews.

Five Years Ago (July, 2016) -  The Walpole Playground Committee is pleased 
to announce $72,286.60 has been raised so far from donations made by gener-
ous residents and local businesses.

Seven Years Ago (July) 2014) - The Fall Mountain Junior Reserve Officer 
Training Corps (FMJROTC) recently returned from France where the cadets took 
part in memorial celebrations for the 70th anniversary of the Allied landing at 
Normandy.

Nine Years Ago (July, 2012) - Walpole received a special award at the 
Northeast Resource Recovery Association’s Conference. The award was for “the 
greatest number of NRRA programs utilized for a population from 1,001 to 5,000.” 
The award recognized Walpoleans recycling of over 521 tons of aluminum cans, 
construction & demolition, electronics, plastics and metals, by utilizing NRRA 
Programs.

No Fishing Weekend!
I answered the phone to hear Elwud’s 

voice asking if we were doing our usual 
Fourth of July weekend fishing trip!  My 
reply was, “Unequivitably NO!”

“Why not?” he asked.
“After last year, you have the nerve to 

even ask?”
For years we have got up early and 

headed up to a hidden fishing area that 
Elwud found when we all hunted back 
when we were kids.  I still don’t know 
where it is.  We would throw tarps, sleep-
ing bags, food and bait in the back of “ol’ 
Bessy”, Elwud’s truck, and head out.  I usu-
ally fell asleep until we hit a half hidden 
backwoods trail that nearly bounced me 
out the door.  He drives this trail for an 
eternity and finally stops at what I think 
was a CCC camp back in grandpa’s day.   
The river, I don’t know the name, is about 
eight or ten feet across and about four or 
five feet deep.  It has some of the best 
brookies in the State.

Well last year we arrived, cut a couple 
of saplings to use as poles, no fancy high 
priced poles back here, and prepared to 
catch our dinner.  I settled in on the bank, 
leaned back against a tree and cast my 
line into the water. Elwud went up the 
river to the next hole about one hun-
dred yards away.  I could barely see him 
through the brush.

I must of dozed off, when suddenly I 
heard footsteps behind me.  I hoped it 
was Elwud and not a bear.  To my sur-
prise, when I turned around, I spotted 
a New Hampshire Game Warden.  “Any 
luck?” he asked.  I pulled in an empty line 
and said, “Nope!”  I glanced north and 
there was no sign of Elwud.

“Where is Elwud?” he asks.  “Who?” I 
reply.

“The owner of that truck, Elwud”, he 
asks again.

I figure there must be a problem be-
cause Elwud has disappeared, so I say, 
“Elwud isn’t here.  Why did you think he 
was?”

“I know his truck and that’s it parked 
there!”

Thinking fast, I respond, “Well he was 
supposed to come but he got sick and 
insisted I take the truck and go without 
him”, I lie.

“Let me see your fishing license, driv-
er’s license and truck registration”, he re-
sponds.  I show him my licenses and tell 

him the registration is in the glove box.
“I doubt it”, he replies, “as there is no 

sticker in the window and the plates 
are a couple of years old!  Do you have 
a cell phone?  If so I suggest that you call 
someone to come get you because I will 
be patrolling the highways and, if I spot 
that truck, you will be arrested!”

With that, he jumps on his ATV and 
heads back down the trail.

A few minutes later Elwud shows up 
and says, “Let’s get out of here”.

“Did you not hear him say we would 
get arrested?” I yell.  I am very upset with 
cousin Elwud at this point in time.

“This trail continues up over the moun-
tain, although a little rough, but we can 
get home without being seen”, he says.

I throw my stuff in the back of the truck, 
strap myself into the seat and prepare for 
the ride through hell, which it was actu-
ally worse.  I vow never, ever to go Fourth 
of July fishing with Elwud again!
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Publisher’s Corner
We may have passed the COVID 

induced lack of activity hump. The 
Clarion getting back to twenty pages 
is one sign, with some activities for 
you to read about and look forward 
to. The Players have a performance 
this month on the Common, and a 
delayed Horse Thieves banquet has 
been announced. In this issue many 
people have shared their memo-
ries of Sam Jacob as he now heads 
off school property. We all wish him 
well.

On a not so happy note, Dunkin 
is still pursuing its plan to install an 
almost six acre solar array field in the 
wrong place. I believe we all agree 
that a shift to solar energy is smart, 
but the proper location must also 
be smart. Sitting behind a chain-
link fence on two main roads “in 
everyone’s face” is not smart, and not 
being a good neighbor, particularly 
when there is absolutely no benefit 
to the Town and its residents who 
must look at it. At the last Planning 
Board meeting, the engineers said 
we would get our electricity faster 
with cheaper distribution costs. 
Really? Just one of the applicant’s 
“smoke and mirror” erroneous state-
ments. Having attended all the 
meetings, and listened to all that has 
been said, I personally question the 
veracity of any of their statements. 
Do attend the Planning Board meet-
ing on July 13, and be heard.

To stay well, please still practice 
the precautions we have become ac-
customed to - it cannot hurt. Have a 
safe and fun summer.

   – Ray Boas, Publisher

Passed
Marilyn Hicks 

July 24, 1926 – May 13, 2021
Dave DeCoste 

April 9, 1941 - June 12, 2021

Sabrina Malva Carmody
June 7, 2021  10:57 pm 

8 lbs 4 oz, 20”
To William and Kayla Carmody

Grandparents:
Bill & Trina Carmody of Walpole

Vonda & Scott Amstead  
of Monterey, MA

Michael Alden of Lenox, MA

Born 
Leo Jones Beer
May 19, 2021  

In Playa del Carmen, Mexico
  9.48 lbs., 22.38 “

     To Maria Jones and Jesse Beer
  Grandparents:

      Joe & Mary Beer of Walpole
Maruza Andrade & Warren Jones  

of Puebla, Mexico

Kudos
Emily Britton completed her first year at Oklahoma State  

University’s College of Veterinary Medicine receiving a 4.0 GPA.  
She was awarded with placement on the President’s Honor Roll.
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Farewell and  
Happy Retirement  
to Sam Jacobs– 
not your ordinary  
principal.   
See pages 14 & 15

Have a Glorious 4thHave a Glorious 4th


