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Good News…Bad News
Dunkin Deception 

Deepens…
Dragging on, at the July 13 Planning 

Board meeting, with well over 60 people 
in the audience, the proposed Dunkin 
building was once again tabled. Mr. 
Clifford, representing NGP Management 
of North Reading, MA, said he postponed 
the retail portion of this project because 
he was unable to get all the information 
from NHDOT regarding what he thought 
the Board might want to hear about traf-
fic. On the solar portion of the project, 
Clifford wished to “address some of the 
concerns that residents seemed to have 
that he’s gleaned from letters, comments 
at the last meeting, and from the local 
newsletter (Clarion) regarding landscap-
ing, how a solar project works, real estate 
taxes and zoning questions.  

Jason Hill, an agent with TF Moran, 
followed, presenting information on 
the storm water management plan and 
screening of a solar array. Hill stated the 
plan now is for “all arbor vitae that will 
be planted entirely along Route 12 and 
intermittently on Upper Walpole Road. 
There will also be some spruce along 
Upper Walpole Road that will provide a 
secondary level of screening and grass 
where the previous ball field parking 
lot was. Plants four or five feet high will 
mature at about 10 feet or more.  Arbor 
vitae is a dense, drought resistant shrub 
that requires low maintenance,” he said. 
“There will be 160 of them planted six 
feet on center.”  

Speaking next was Ned Raynolds of 
Revision Energy. He discussed his com-
pany, its projects and how solar panels 
are installed. Raynold again insisted that 
the electricity generated will not go out 
of Walpole, but will benefit about 212 

See  
Page  
16

Grange Honors 
Community Service

The Walpole Grange held its annual 
Community Awards night July 20 under 
the tent at Alyson’s Orchard. Nicely at-
tended, Grange Master Adam Terrell 
emceed the evening. Terrell explained 
that the Grange’s awards have expanded 
over the years from a single award - The 
Community Service award for outstand-
ing service to the community. Serving 
the Walpole community in many capaci-
ties since the 1970s, this year’s recipient 

And now for something  
new and fun

Malachi McGill accepts his Community Award fom Kathy 
Yardley while his grandfather and Adam Terrell look on.
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From Peggy’s Desk
This seems to be a summer of ex-

tremes: the hottest summer on record in 
the far west, raging wildfires which bring 
grey skies to the Northeast, welcome 
rainfall in New England but so frequent 
we cry ‘enough!’  Most of us have shed 
our masks, but we recognize that Covid 
is not over as cases increase around the 
country: many of us have not been vacci-
nated so are vulnerable to the virus and 
its variant, but even those vaccinated 
are becoming ill. Is this a new pattern of 
life? The answer is probably yes.  Climate 
change has altered weather patterns, 
and Covid mutations will continue.

But we are resilient, and our daily lives 
go on as we accommodate to change.  
The Elm Street project, delayed by 
weather, is almost finished: paving will be 
done in August and any disruption will 
be forgotten.  Permits for the Brownfield 
demolition are being signed for demoli-
tion of the red garage after the electrical 
meter is removed.  Traffic patterns for the 
intermittent truck traffic from August to 
October have been clarified.  A recent 
hybrid public meeting with abutters of 
the site, EPA, and DES officials allowed 
us to meet the new Green Site Services 
Project Manager, Shelley Tamis.  Future 
questions or concerns should be direct-
ed to Jay Johonnett, Project Director for 
Ransom Engineering, 603-860-9261 

A Community Power Committee in 
Walpole is meeting to consider the 
Town’s future options for purchasing 
power.  The Committee is chaired by 
Paul Looney who successfully led our 

Broadband Committee.  Working with 
him are Dennis Marcom, Steve Grenier, 
Rod Bouchard, Patrick Kiniry, and 
Andrew Dey.  Their first step is to request 
approval from the Selectboard to join 
the Community Power Coalition of New 
Hampshire.  Joining this statewide coali-
tion will give Walpole a seat on the Board 
of Directors as a founding member.  
Current members include Hanover, 
Lebanon, Exeter, Dover and Harrisville.  
Joining this Coalition will give Walpole an 
opportunity to increase customer choice 
in power sources, achieve clean energy 
and stabilize and reduce power costs. 
The Joint Powers Agreement has already 
been reviewed by our legal counsel.  The 
local Power Committee will hold a series 
of public meetings this fall, with the goal 
of presenting a warrant article to the 
community in March 2022.

The Walpole Grange held its annual 
Awards Ceremony July 20 at Alyson’s 
Orchard under the tent.  The details are 
reported elsewhere in this Clarion.  It is 
an opportunity to recognize members 
of our community who enhance our 
daily lives as they go about their jobs 
as farmers, future farmers, teachers, 
communicators and dedicated town 
employees. It was my good fortune to 
present the Community Citizen Award 
to Sandy Smith for her many years as Tax 
Collector/Town Clerk.

The dog days of August are upon us 
– hot, sultry, lazy days with Sirius sharing 
the sky----hurried last minute vacations, 
anticipating a return to school, promis-
ing to make next summer more produc-
tive or relaxing …            

– Peggy Pschirrer

If you haven’t yet gotten vaccinated, please do.
It is the RIGHT thing to do, out of respect  

and concern for your neighbor, and also to save your life.



3

Horse Thieves 2021 Banquet 
Reservations Starting August 1
As mentioned in the July Clarion, the 

“Walpole Horse Thieves” will hold a ban-
quet this year!  It will be September 16 
at the Alyson’s Orchard banquet facility.  
Doors will open at 5:00 Pm, and dinner 
will be served at 6:00 Pm.  By the time 
you receive this August Clarion, invita-
tions will have been mailed to all mem-
bers and we’ll be accepting reservations.  
The invitation mailed to all members in-
cludes a section which can be returned 
to Lewis LaClair with your reservations 
for the banquet.  The Alyson’s Orchard 
banquet facility can seat ~150 people.  
Reservations will be taken on a “first 
come, first served” basis.  

Good News!
Art After School is Returning
The free afterschool program for chil-

dren 6 years (first graders) and older is 
planning to resume on Tuesdays from 
3:00 to 5:00 Pm.  Our start date will be 
Tuesday, September 7.  The independent 
program is held in the Parish Hall of St. 
John’s Church with the donation of their 
space and utilities; it is not a religious 
program but a community service.  Our 
mission is to expose children to a variety 
of media including painting, drawing, 
collage, and crafting while encouraging 
their creativity and social development.  
We will be staffed this year by returning 
teacher Christine Cole Delaney, new vol-
unteer Bill Reed, and myself.  We would 
be pleased to have the assistance of any 
adults who like to spend time with chil-
dren. (Artistic talent/experience is not a 
requirement.  Tolerance for some mess is 
helpful.)  We hope to be able to resume 
a parent-provided group snack at the 
beginning of our session.  If necessary, 
we will change to individual snacks from 
home. We will follow the public school 
guidelines for COVID -19 safety and 
school holiday calendar.  All of the teach-
ers have been vaccinated.

It has been a long time since we were 
together, and we look forward to getting 
back to the fun while being mindful of 
the health concerns of all.  You can look 
for the registration forms on the church 
website in mid-August (www.stjohnswal-
pole.org). Any questions, give me a call 
or email. Marilyn Wilking 713.410.7372 
mnwilking@gmail.com     

– Marilyn Wilking

Walpole AED 
Locations 

(Automated External Defibrillators)

This information could save a life.
Locations:

Walpole School – Elementary  
(during school season) 

8 Bemis Lane
Walpole Town Pool  

(during summer season) 
14 Bundy Lane

Walpole School – Primary 
18 Primary Lane

North Walpole School 
17 Cray Road, NW

Walpole Town Hall 
34 Elm Street

Walpole Recycling Center 
Rte 123, North Walpole

Dartmouth-Hitchcock, Walpole Clinic 
11 Westminster Street
Bensonwood Homes 

6 & 10 Blackjack Crossing Road
LaValley’s Building Supply 

40 Meadow Access Lane
Hooper Golf Course 

166 Prospect Hill Road
Congregational Church 

15 Washington Street
Chamberlain Machine 

14 Darlng Lane
Alyson’s Orchard 
Wentworth Road
Bowman Dental 

48 Meadow Access Lane
Hubbard Park 

30 Upper Walpole Road
Savings Bank of Walpole 

North Meadow Plaza

Police & Fire vehicles in Walpole and 
North Walpole are also AED-equipped.

As Horse Thieves know, reservations 
are non-cancellable unless the banquet 
itself is cancelled.  This year the meal 
costs $25, per person and payment 
must accompany your reservation.  The 
Horse Thieves accept cash or checks.  
Reservations may be mailed to Lewis, 
or delivered in person (331 North Road, 
Walpole).  

The speaker for the banquet is Steve 
Taylor, former Ag Commissioner of the 
State of NH.  Mr. Taylor graduated from 
UNH in 1962 and has run the family farm 
– expanding his farming into cheeses 
and syrup, working as a reporter, Town 
Moderator, public speaker and as a trust-
ee of the university system.  Taylor was 
the Ag Commissioner from 1982 – 2007, 
and is fondly remembered for his many 
accomplishments.  He’s gone on to an 
active retirement, but is widely sought 
as a witty speaker and an unfailing advo-
cate for farmers in the Granite State.  

As always, the evening will include 
a few moments to honor our current 
Riders, and we will hand out our 2021 
membership poster listing all members 
as of August 1, 2021.  

Attendance at the banquet is open to 
any member of the Horse Thieves and 
their guests.  Membership is open to 
any man 18 years or older who lives in 
Walpole, who pays a $2 lifetime dues and 
signs the membership book.  

If you are interested in joining please 
contact Lewis LaClair, Clerk (756-0001, or 
LLaclair@Advancedrisk.com).  

               – Lewis LaClair
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Senior Center 
Bellows Falls Facility Now Open  
The Bellows Falls Area Senior Center 

is again open to local seniors aged 50 
and over. There are no membership fees, 
so feel free to drop in and check us out. 
Hot lunches are served Monday through 
Friday starting at 11:30. Lunch includes 
entrée, starch, vegetable, roll and butter, 
desert and beverage for a suggested do-
nation of $3.50 for seniors over 60, and 
a fixed price of $5.00 for those under 60. 
Check out our menu on Facebook.  

Ongoing activities at the center in-
clude six classes a week of multiple Bone 
Builders programs, and Basic Tai Chi to 
help prevent falls on Wednesdays from 
10:30 to 11:30 am. Contact instructor 
Susan Williams 376-5173 for more in-
formation. We are also excited to offer a 
full circuit gym. Call the center for more 
information about the gym and to sign 
up for an introductory course. Our chair 
caning group meets Mondays at 1:00 Pm. 
If you have a chair that needs repair or 
would like to learn the art of chair caning, 
stop by. The Knit and Stitch group meets 
Mondays and Wednesdays at 9:00 am. 
Nickel Bingo is held every Tuesday start-
ing at 12:30 Pm, with 20 games played.  

The Senior Center is located at 18 
Tuttle Street in Bellows Falls. There is 
plenty of free parking, and accessibility 
in the forms of a lift and ramps. Contact 
the center for further information at 802-
463-3907.  

– Teagen Kosut

Book Sale 
Friends of the Library 
The Friends of the Walpole Town Library 

are very happy to announce that our 
annual book sale at the Walpole School 
gym will resume again this fall after last 
year’s sale needed to be canceled due to 
the pandemic. So, in preparation for the 
book sale, please save the date - Friday, 
October 29 to Sunday, October 31.

Book Donations will be accepted 
Tuesday, August 24 - 10:00 am to noon 
and Thursday, August 26, 3:00 to 5:00 Pm, 
at the “chicken coop”, which is located 
behind the Hungry Diner. We already 
have a lot of books, and limited space 
to sort and store them. Therefore, we 
will need to be very particular about 
the books that we are able to accept. No 
book donations will be accepted other 
than August 24 and 26. Please do not 
leave books at the library.

We are looking for volunteers to help 
with book sorting. Every Wednesday 
morning from 10:30 to 11:30, we will be 
sorting books at the “chicken coop”. We 
are also looking for volunteers to help 
at the book sale in October. If you are a 
book lover, both of these jobs can be a 
lot of fun, and we would really appreci-
ate your help. Please call Carol at 756-
9537 with any questions or to volunteer.

The Plant Sale lives on. Please continue 
to stop by the library porch occasionally 
to check out the ever-changing inven-
tory. Also, plant donations are always 
appreciated. Thank you for your ongoing 
support of the library.         

– Jana Sellarole

2021 Opening
The Walpole Historical Society will 

open for visitors on Saturday, August 14, 
from noon to 4:00 Pm with new exhibits 
in newly-refurbished galleries. All visitors 
are welcome and, as always, there is no 
charge to visit the museum. 

Visitors will be met with some of the 
most interesting and distinctive objects 
representing the heritage of the Walpole 
community.  The museum has been the 
scene of much activity during the quiet 
months of this past winter and spring, 
so that the amazingly varied holdings 
in the collections can be presented. The 
first floor galleries have been plastered, 
painted, and polished.  Artifacts have 
been conserved and display systems up-
dated. 

Objects on display range from the 
1700s to the present day - made of made 
of wood, silver, china, paint, paper, steel, 
silk, cotton, and iron – fashioned into 
furniture, musical instruments, weapons, 
clothing, plates, cutlery, tools, paintings, 
and statues. The thousands of objects in 
the collections recount the commercial, 
agricultural, governmental, residential, 
artistic, literary, and religious history of 
Walpole, in both flourishing and chal-
lenging times. 

The shop at the museum will also 
be open during museum hours, offer-
ing special candles and napkins, maple 
syrup from the McGill Farm, as well 
as postcards, pictures, stationery, and 
books related to Walpole. There are also 
some surprise additions and great values 
for the home, children, and gifts. 

The Walpole Historical Society will 
remain open every Saturday from 
August 14 through October 9. Visits at 
other times can be arranged by con-
tacting walpolehistoricalsociety@gmail.
com. Updated information can always 
be found at www.walpolehistory.com.  
Volunteers to help staff the museum 
are always welcome. Parking is available 
behind the museum.  

               – Christie Winmill & Sally McGaffigan

Save the Date!
The Walpole Players will be returning to the Common on 
September 11, at 5:30 PM, with another staged reading  

of a yet-to-be-named comedic play!  
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We have another great group of Hooper 
Institute high school summer kids help-
ing us this summer at Walpole recycling.  
Em Cook and Luke Bowen are showcas-
ing their talents and absorbing the many 
different tricks and treats of our recycling 
trade. Cardboard prices are currently 
soaring to $140 per ton, up from $35 per 
ton 12 months ago. A shipped truckload 
of cardboard to APC paper in Claremont 
currently yields Walpole recycling well 
over $2,000.00. Friends of Walpole li-
brary bookstore within Walpole Reuse 
Center is being visited more and more 
each month. Please take some time to 
relax and find a good book to read at the 
Reuse Center. 

Thank you to Cold River Materials in 
Walpole for donating hardpack to help us 
better serve the good people of this town. 
Also, thank you Switz Toys and Crafts for 
donating whirly gig wind powered lawn 
ornaments for Walpole Recycling. Check 
out University of New Hampshire 1500 
meter runner Elle Purrier’s bid for gold in 
Tokyo Friday August 6. 

Keep recycling Walpole! 
– Ben, Patty, Shaena, Tom, Em, Luke  
    & many volunteers

St. John’s
Our weekly Sunday morning 10:00 

am services have been transitioning to 
indoor worship due to the wet July and 
the high (~100%) vaccinated status of 
parishioners.  Masks are encouraged for 
all, but required for the unvaccinated. 

We continue to stream the service over 
ZOOM which is accessible from our web-
site (stjohnswalpole.org). Recordings are 
also available.  We have been blessed 
to have The Rev. Bruce MacDuffie as a 
supply priest and a return to the sacra-
ment of communion with individual serv-
ings of the wine. We welcome back our 
priest-in-charge, Pastor Duncan Hilton, 
from paternity leave on August 1.  He is 
now the proud father of Charles Peter 
Hilton.  Some Sunday mornings we have 
a Morning Prayer service without com-
munion led by one of our lay eucharistic 
ministers. We continue to enjoy weekly 
the beautiful organ music of Christopher 
Evatt.  We do not have a coffee hour at 
this time. We hope to resume spiritual 
study and reflection in the fall.  

We are sponsoring a team for the 
yearly CROP walk on September 25 to 
raise money for both global and local 
efforts at alleviating hunger.  The global 
efforts include provision of livestock and 
clean water capability. The local share 
of 25% goes to the Fall Mountain Food 
Shelf. All are welcome to join our walking 
team or simply donate to the cause via 
our webpage. https://events.crophun-
gerwalk.org/2021/team/stjohns-episco-
pal-church.                       

– Marilyn Wilking

River Valley Seniors  
At Home

Services Provided During  
the Pandemic 

80 Trips to the Doctor’s Office
9 Trips to the Grocery Store

28 Trips to the Hairdresser/Barber
5 Trips to Auto Mechanic

1 Emergency Pickup after a Fall
2 Pickups from the Emergency Room

1 Fix Cellphone
1 Arrange for Handyman to Replace 

Broken Board on Roof
17 Meals Prepared and Delivered

10 Calls to Make Vaccination 
Appointments
1 Trip to DMV

1 Trip to Select a Propane Fireplace
Plus more than 100 facemasks sewn 

and distributed to RVSAH members, 
medical workers and first respond-
ers. To become a RVSAH member or 
to volunteer, call Tara at 756-4861, 
or email rivervalleyseniorsathome@
gmail.com
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A Good Day in Walpole
I have volunteered at The Friendly 

Meals in Alstead under Mary Lou 
Huffling’s direction for the past three 
years. Today (July 22) we experienced an 
unexpected generosity from our locally-
owned Pete’s Stand. 

We had an Empanada Casserole on 
the menu, and some of the staff thought 
it needed something else. We thought 
‘How about corn on the cob?’ I hopped 
in the car with Marcia Galloway and her 
sister, Betty, and drove over to Pete’s 
Stand. We needed 220 ears of corn. We 
packed up boxes of the corn and when 
it came time to pay, there was a smile 
from owner Theresa and she said, “It’s 
on us. It’s for Friendly Meals and we love 
to support them.” We were thrilled and 
went back to the kitchen to shuck, boil 
and butter it up. Thank you Theresa and 
Pete’s Stand.                 

– Mary Anne Fenelon
Photo Provided

Like Us On Facebook
for News and Updates

	 						
TheWalpole Clarion  
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homes in town. What is the benefit? These 
homeowners currently receive their 
power from the grid, for which they pay 
the utility company, who in turn will be 
buying from Dunkin’s owners. This con-
tinued deceptive nuance saying Walpole 
will benefit from the electricity produced 
here flowing to adjacent electric custom-
ers makes no sense as a stated benefit 
to the Town and its residents. Electricity 
travels the grid. Walpole’s customers cur-
rently buy from the grid. The electricity’s 
source is immaterial.  

 Comments from the audience during 
the solar public hearing overwhelming 
disapproved of a massive solar facility in 
this commercial location. “Walpole does 
not need a solar array,” said Frank Sibley. 
“To take seven acres of our very limited 
commercial property is not a good idea.” 
Diane Nichols stated she “thinks the com-
pany is deceptive because this energy 
would not go to our homes. It would go 
toward energy credits for the property 
owner. Across from the proposed site 
is Hubbard Park. It is much more than 
a beautiful park, it is a real credit to our 
town. The proposed solar array presents 
a stark contrast. It cannot be called beau-
tiful or even attractive.”

Walpole resident Sue Fillion, who is 
the Planning Director for Brattleboro, 
Vermont, made a number of substan-
tive comments. First, she felt this was 
one project on one property and should 
not be divided into two parts or separate 
issues – solar array and retail space - it 
is one project.  Further, she questioned 
why a solar array of this scale is not ac-
tually categorized as a utility, and, if it 
were, it would be considered industrial 
and need a Special Exception. In reply to 
the new proposed screening of the proj-
ect, as a planner she did not consider 
the arbor vitae hedge as very attractive. 
There is more attractive screening avail-
able. Lastly, she addressed the snowmo-
bile trail that crosses that property. Over 
fifteen Walpole residents are document-
ed as having spoken during the hearing.

If Mr. Clifford is really listening to resi-
dents’ concerns from letters, meetings 
and the media, then he must realize that 
the proposed solar project is not appro-
priate in this location, and Dunkin should 
focus on donuts. Before the Planning 
Board in May 2018, the applicant who 
proposed to build a gas station and con-
venience store between Route 12 and 
the Connecticut River at the south end of 
the village faced a similar disenchanted 

audience. That inappropriate project 
posed a similar defacement to the fabric 
of Walpole’s land. As that hearing wound 
down, Paul Saba, representing the ap-
plicant, stood and said, “the applicant 
has asked that we withdraw the applica-
tion.” Everyone in attendance stood and 
applauded. Many people immediately 
went to Paul Saba, thanking him for his 
decision. That ten acres with 1,000 feet of 
frontage on the Connecticut River is now 
in permanent conservation, known as the 
Walker Road Conservation Project. Mr. 
Clifford, representing NGP Management, 
has again heard the townspeople speak 
against his company’s solar array in this 
location. Will he listen and act as Paul 
Saba did?       

– Ray Boas

Continued from Page 1,Dunkin
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Following a more-than-a-year-long 
COVID-inspired-hiatus, the Walpole 
Players returned to the stage (actu-
ally the gazebo on the Common) with a 
sprightly  performance of Jeeves at Sea, 
an adaptation of P.G Wodehouse’s Jeeves 
stories. Once some early audio glitches 
were diagnosed and corrected, the cast 
admirably shepherded the audience 
throught the maze of mistaken identi-
ties, blunders and passions that threaten 
to short circuit Bertie Wooster’s holiday 
(and life).

Mike Delaney played the unflappable 
and all-knowing gentleman’s gentle-
man, Jeeves, deftly rescuing his employ-
er, Bertie (Tom Durnford), from romantic 
complications and skewering via duel. 
Jenny Plante, as Lady Stella, and Ruth 
Pratt as Miss Pilbeam provided the ro-
mantic complications. Rebecca Saunders 
shouldered two roles – Bertie’s chum, 
the  dishevelled, battered and curiously 
named Crumpet, and his nonexistent but 
necessary twin brother. Gina Richardson 
got to be the heavy – the sinister but 
amorous Teutonic Count.

Surprisingly, the weather cooperated 
with a splendid afternoon for an outdoor 
performnce and the Players received 
well-earned applause for their efforts. It’s 
good to have them back.      

– Jan Kobeski

Mike Delaney

The Rebecca 
Saunders twins

Tom Durnford & Jenny Plante

Ruth Pratt & Gina Richardson
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Walpole Library
Summer Reading
We have reached the end of another 

wonderful summer reading program.  
This year we had 55 participants of all 
ages in our summer reading challenge.  
Thank you to our program sponsors -- 
the Friends of the Library and Great River 
Hydro, who made it possible for fami-
lies to enjoy wonderful science educa-
tion programs with the Grafton Nature 
Museum and Wildlife Encounters.  We 
are grateful to Angela Smith, who led 
a fabulous kids’ yoga program, and Jim 
Skofield for sharing his wonderful books 
and giving some insight into the writing 
process.  The Take and Make crafts for 
adults and teens were a big hit, as well 
as the fun mystery photo challenges.  A 
big shout-out to our local businesses, 
The Hungry Diner, Dog Daze, Diamond 
Pizza, Pete’s Farm Stand and Rockingham 
Roasters.  We so appreciate your support 
of our program through your generous 
donations of prizes for our adult and teen 
readers.  And last, but not least, thank 
you to the fabulous staff of the Walpole 
Town Library who worked tirelessly to 
make the summer a success.

What’s New at the Library?
Our big news this month is that the 

Walpole Town Library is the recipient of 
$3,101 in grant funding thanks to federal 
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds 

and made possible by the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS)* 
and the New Hampshire State Library. 
Grant funding will support the Walpole 
Town Library’s efforts to expand our col-
lection and provide new and innovative 
services to the community.

Using these grant funds, the library 
has purchased a new digital service, 
Universal Class.  This service provides 
free access to over 500 online courses 
in more than 30 subject areas, many 

* The Institute of Museum and Library 
Services is the primary source of federal sup-
port for the nation’s libraries and museums. 
We advance, support, and empower America’s 
museums, libraries, and related organizations 
through grantmaking, research, and policy de-
velopment. Our vision is a nation where muse-
ums and libraries work together to transform 
the lives of individuals and communities. To 
learn more, visit www.imls.gov and follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter.  

of which offer Continuing Education 
Credits.  Walpole Town Library cardhold-
ers may register for classes at no charge 
online or on a smart phone or tablet 
using the Libby app.  Those interested 
in accessing or learning more about this 
new streaming service should call and 
speak with a librarian at (603) 756-9806, 
email the library director at jmalmberg@
walpoletownlibrary, or visit the library at 
48 Main Street in Walpole or 70 Church 
Street in North Walpole. 

Grant funds have also enabled the 
library to expand our collection of 
Playaway Launchpads at the Bridge 
Memorial Library, and create a new col-
lection at the North Walpole Branch 
Library.  Launchpads are preloaded tab-
lets that feature educational apps, videos 
and games designed to engage children 
and families in learning through play.  
We hope you will stop by the library and 
check one out!

To learn more about the Walpole Town 
Library, its services and resources, visit 
our website, walpoletownlibrary.org.  
To learn more about ARPA funding, visit 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/american-
rescue-plan/.                     

– Jane Malmberg
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A very quiet group of animals serves 
a critical role in the health of our rivers, 
ponds and vernal pools. Here are two 
clues. These invertebrates transform mi-
croscopic matter into lean muscle eaten 
by higher animals.  Their shells protect 
their soft bodies. Can you guess whom?

Snails, clams and mussels find pro-
tection in a hard shell made of calcium 
carbonate. We have several species of 
land and aquatic snails.  Snail’s shells are 
either coiled like a garden hose, or twist-
ed into a turret shape, think soft serve 
ice cream.  Snails eat mostly plants or 
dead animals.  They are eaten, in turn, by 
fishes, birds, snakes and a few mammals.  
When threatened, they can pull their soft 
bodies into their shells and close their 
“operculum”.  It’s a sort of trap door that 
seals tightly.

Snails are considered univalves be-
cause they have one shell.  With two 
shells, clams and mussels are grouped 
as bivalves.  When threatened they “clam 
up”, using strong muscles to close both 
halves tightly. We have several species of 
tiny “fingernail” clams in town.  They are 
about half an inch in diameter or about 
the size of a fingernail.  They are deni-
zens of ponds and vernal pools.  

The Connecticut River and its tributar-
ies are home to twelve species of fresh-
water mussels.  The tidewater mucket 
lives only in the brackish water near the 
mouth of the river.  The Eastern Elliptio 
(Elliptio complanata) is the most common 
and widespread in the watershed.  There 
are also floaters, lampmussels, creepers, 
pearlshells and the endangered dwarf 
wedge mussel. 

Mussels begin aquatic life as “glo-
chidia”.  These free-floating larvae are ex-
pelled from the female mussel where a 
few encounter fishes.  Often the mussels 
have a “lure” to attract fish.  The glochidia 
anchor to fish gills or fins for a few days 
to several months as parasites.  Specific 
mussels favor specific fish hosts. When 
they reach a large enough size, the juve-
niles release from the fish and drift to the 
river bottom.  Fish and crayfish eat many 
of the juveniles.  

After their early adventures, juvenile 
mussels settle into the river bottom for 
the rest of their lives.  If they need to lo-
comote, one wedge shaped foot does 
the work of digging and moving.  Their 
colonies are best found in shallow water.  
Only the posterior end of the mussel will 
be poking up from the substrate, while 
the muscled foot anchors the rest of the 
creature firmly in the bottom of sand, 
clay, gravel or mud. Mussel beds help to 
stabilize the river bottom and prevent 
erosion.  

From this secure foothold, the mussel 
spends it time drawing in water contain-
ing algae, bacteria, plankton and detritus 
through its inhalant aperture.  After ex-
tracting its food, it expels the water and 
its waste through its exhalent aperture.  
As it grows, rings appear on the shells.  
Adult mussels can be between two and 
six inches long, depending upon the 
species.  The shells are quite pretty. The 
interior of each shell is lined with nacre, 
a source of pearl buttons.

Adult mussels can live eight years or 
more.  The Eastern pearlshell can live 
seventy-five years!  During their long 
lives of filtering gallons and gallons 
of water, mussels help improve water 
quality and clarity, as well as store cal-
cium, phosphorus, nitrogen and carbon. 
Mussels transform microscopic life into 
their plump and pliable bodies.  In turn, 
they provide a nutritious meal for musk-
rats, river otters, raccoons and skunks. 
Muskrats will often make a midden or a 
pile of shells where they have feasted.  

Freshwater Mussels and the Connecticut 
River Watershed by Ethan J. Nedeau, pub-
lished in 2008 by the Connecticut River 
Conservancy, is an excellent resource for 
those who want to filter more informa-
tion about these crucial river dwellers.

Eastern Elliptia

Mussel Bed

PearlshellMussel larvae attached to fish gills
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Relaxing Day Trips
In January, I mentioned forthcoming 

short articles encouraging you to get 
out and explore the area. I have been 
“shunpiking” for decades, and like to 
document and share those adventures. 
Recently I have been staying closer to 
Walpole, but there is still much to see 
and experience. The impetus for my trips 
comes many ways, and this route came 
about following my being the first visi-
tor in the door on the 75th anniversary 
of the opening of Old Sturbridge Village 
(OSV), June 8, 2021.

Both the Asa Knight general store, and 
the Covered Bridge at OSV come from 
Dummerston, Vermont, just across the 
river. I enjoy talking with the interpreters 
at OSV, and my mission that day was to 
learn the exact original locations of the 
store and bridge. I was successful, so I 
planned a 60 mile round trip, and off I 
went.

Head south on US Route 5 (forget the 
superslab), and turn right on School 
House Road in Dummerston - or better 
yet go a tad further and turn on East-
West Road. Then you get to pass the VT-
NH Veterinary Clinic which originated as 
a tavern in 1802. East-West Road brings 
you up to Dummerston Center Common 
- a nice triangular piece of land - with 
the Grange Hall, a Church and several 
houses. I learned that it was here that 
Asa Knight’s store stood at the south end 
of the Common. The home is still there, 
well-hidden now behind trees, but it 
looks just like my home on the Common 
here in Walpole The store stood to the 
left, just behind the current picket fence.

Continue west on East-West Road, 
being careful descending, and cross the 
West River on the covered bridge, the 
longest covered bridge entirely within 

the state of Vermont. Head south on 
VT 30 (if you wish, detour up into West 
Dummerston, saved by the re-routing of 
Route 30), and watch for the iron bridge. 
Yards south is the “new bridge,” crossing 
Stickney Brook, that replaced the cov-
ered bridge that was then sold to OSV for 
$1 and moved in 1951. But in my plan-
ning, on the map I saw to the west on the 
brook, “Old Jelly Mill Falls.” Turn right up 
the hill just hundreds of yards, and this 
is why you are making this trip. Pack a 
picnic, have your swim suit on, and enjoy. 
I will be going back soon, and again.

To complete my loop this day I headed 
to Brattleboro, found the stone house 
for the lower ferry landing, and then 
crossed back into New Hampshire. The 
first bridge built at this point was a sus-
pension bridge opened in June 1889. 
Then working my way over to River Road 
(always a great drive) I passed four more 
ferry landings before arriving at Stuart 
and John’s for a well-earned ice cream 
cone that I ate while sitting at the picnic 
bench under the shade tree.

More about this drive, and his-
tory along the way, may be found on 
ShunpikingwithRay.com           

– Ray Boas

	 						The

Walpole  
Clarion  

On-line

	
Would you like to read or share your 

Clarion on-line? Would you like to receive 
Clarion reminders of closing dates or 
events? Then, head to https://thewalpole-
clarion.com and scroll down on the right to 
“Follow this Blog” and sign up..

Old Jelly Mill Falls



...in the early 19th century,
Christian Hollow, in the southeast part of 
town, was a thriving crossroads commu-
nity with a meeting house, a Common, a 
tavern, and a toll booth? 

Probably the earliest road to Walpole 
was cut in 1738 from Keene. This was 
what is now Merriam Road on Carpenter 
Hill, adjacent to and southeast of 
Christian Hollow. In 1799, the Third New 
Hampshire Turnpike was chartered to 
run from Bellows Falls through Keene, 
and eventually to Boston. Following 
routes built as early as 1774, the Turnpike 
was rerouted a number of times through 
this area. It was on this route that, 
in August 1777, soldiers stopped 
at Goldsmith Tavern on Carpenter 
Hill en route to the Battle of 
Bennington.

A short distance to the west 
was Robinson Tavern in Christian 
Hollow. Now mostly shielded 
by trees, this complex was built 
about 1808 by Nathaniel Baker 
and William Robinson. In 1812, 
Robinson acquired full ownership, keep-
ing a stage tavern here on the turnpike. 
In 1818, he deeded land east of his build-
ings for District 13 School. Purchased by 
William Arnold in 1837, Arnold continued 
to operate the tavern. The coming of the 
railroad in the late 1840s resulted in less 
turnpike travel, and in time the tavern 
closed as Arnold listened to the steam 
whistles wafting from Westmoreland.

Christian Hollow’s Common was at 
the intersection of County Road and 
Watkins Hill Road. A toll booth was at 
this intersection. Earlier, an iron foundry 
and/or mill was in this area. Probably 
built by Joseph Fay, Jr., the mill was on 
the brook above the falls named for him. 
Several roads (now abandoned) came 
from Westmoreland to intersect with the 
turnpike in this area. These roads, after 
the turnpike era, connected residents 
in this area to the Gilboa train station 
which served East Westmoreland and 
Westmoreland South Village (a tad fur-
ther north was the Westmoreland Depot, 
east of today’s Stuart and Johns, serving 
this area and Park Hill). Originally going 
over Watkins Hill, in 1817 and again in 
1822, the turnpike shifted to County 
Road which was easier to traverse, cir-
cling the hill to the south.

The United Religious Christian 
Society was formed December 1817. 
At Robinson’s Inn, the Society voted 
July 1, 1826, to build a meeting house. 
Robinson deeded property to the west 

Did You Know That…?
 Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas 
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to the Society, and the 
meeting house was com-
pleted in November 1826. 
On a knoll, the building 
overlooked the Common. 
Two years later, to the west, 
the road to Derry Hill was 
built. In 1830, “a block of 
horse sheds” was completed to the west 
of the meeting house. Refurbishments 
and repairs are documented in the 
Society’s records. Land was purchased 
across the road in 1853 for a parsonage. 
Meetings became sporadic in the early 
20th century, and from 1936 to 1937, 
attempts were made to reorganize the 
society. The Society sold the parson-
age in 1937, and, on May 2, 1953, the 
seven remaining living members met 
and dissolved the Society. All prop-

erty and funds were transferred to the 
Congregational Christian Conference. 
In 1965 the Conference sold the land to 
Wallace A. Blake.

The next time you slide down Watkins 
Hill and pause at the yield sign at the junc-
tion with County Road, take a moment 
to look around and reflect at what was 
once a vibrant little New England com-
munity, and part of Walpole’s almost for-
gotten history.

Robinson Tavern drawn by Howard Andros  
for the 1962 Walpole history.  

Christian Hollow Church captured  
on film about the time  
of its closing.
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The Birds
Are Coming
Just so there’s no confusion, what 

you’re about to read has nothing to do 
with the 1963 Alfred Hitchcock film 
of the same name, Alfred Hitchcock, 
Tippi Hedren, Rod Taylor or swarming 
sea gulls. It has everything to do with a 
recent series of puzzling and ultimately 
disturbing events at our home. And it 
does involve birds.

I’ve littered the pages of the Clarion 
before with my run-ins with local wild-
life, particularly a platoon of aggressive 
squirrels a few years ago; also recurring 
visits by nesting songbirds, and all too 
frequent appearances by possums and 
skunks. To put this in context, all these 
adventures took place at our original 
Walpole home of 30 plus years. We 
moved in late May to a house in the vil-
lage – the neighboring homes are much 
closer; there are fewer trees. But we seem 
to have a bird issue.

Over the first three or four weeks here 
we were puzzled by occasional thuds 
that we could not explain – different lo-
cations, times of day and loudness. My 
first thought was that something was 
landing on the roof – perhaps our new 
squirrel population (which is numerous; 
lots of chipmunks too) had picked up 

the pine cone chucking skill of our old 
crew. However, there are no trees over or 
near the house, and no pine trees at all. 
(Perhaps the squirrels were tossing the 
chipmunks.) 

Then my wife happened to be looking 
in the right direction one evening and 
saw a bird ricochet off the living room 
window. There was, of course, an accom-
panying thud. Since then, the thudding 
has become a continuing but random 
event – not daily but a part of the neigh-
borhood routine.

But there’s more. About two weeks 
ago I happened to glance at our side 
yard and discovered two large raptors 
on the ground disputing the owner-
ship of a bird carcass. I’m guessing they 
were red hawks but they looked awfully 
big… almost like juvenile eagles. (Note: 
I’d never been this close to any kind of 
hawk.) Never saw them before; haven’t 
seen them since… and have no idea 
who won the tussle. Then three days ago 
while mowing the lawn I had to avoid 
the remains of two feathered corpora. 
Yesterday, while eating lunch, a black 
and white bird flew headlong into the 
window next to me. I looked out and it 
lay motionless, spread-winged on the 
ground. I thought it was dead but when 
I checked later it was gone, either recov-
ered or carried of by the neighborhood 
fox.

This morning, when I went to open the 
door to a back porch I was greeted by 
the unfortunate tableau in the photo. 

What is going on here? What is making 
this quite ordinary, single story home a 
magnet for suicidal birds? We’ve heard/
witnessed impacts on three sides of the 
building. They’ve flown under porch 
roofs and overhangs into a window of 
their choice. We have no bird feeders. We 
have no wind turbines deployed. Aren’t, 
to my knowledge, on a major flyway. 
Certainly are not a high-rise all-glass bird 
reflective death trap. Was it something 
I said? Is this part of a larger phenome-
non? Anyone else out there being pum-
meled by feathered Kamikazes? I just 
hope it will stop, but haven’t a clue how 
to prevent it. It’s sad and a bit creepy; I 
almost miss the bombardier squirrels.

   – Jan Kobeski

Photo: Jan KobesKi

Keep Up on Walpole Happenings
Receive almost daily updates

Visit  The Walpolean
https://thewalpolean.org/

Sign Up to FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL

A new schoolhouse on School Street?

Photo: Jan KobesKi
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Fall Festival
Save the Date!  The Friends of Hooper 

Institute present our first annual FALL 
FESTIVAL, now on Saturday, September 
25, 2021, 11:00 am to 3:00 Pm at the 
Hooper Institute, 165 Prospect Hill 
Road. There will be crafts, lawn games, 
cider pressing and a cookout lunch. Get 
ready for Cow Plop Bingo, Farm Animal 
Corral and Make and Take your very own 
Scarecrow, plus beautiful end of season 
flower bouquets! There will be baked 
goods, homemade preserves, popcorn, 
a raffle table and so much more. And if 
that isn’t enough, there will be a “Seed-
Saving” presentation in the Community 
Garden. Thank you, and don’t forget to 
save the date - September 25!

                                       – Helen Dalbeck

A sample of canoe paddles made at 
Hooper Woodworking Camp with kids 

entering 5th - 8th grade. WOW!

Walpole Unitarian
The Walpole Unitarian Church will be in 

recess throughout the month of August 
and the Labor Day Weekend. We’ll gather 
together again the second weekend of 
September.

FOOD COLLECTIONS for Fall Mountain 
Food Shelf will be paused during this 
time as well. Thank you to everyone who 
has been contributing to the food col-
lections. They have been much appreci-
ated.                   – Wendy Harty

Photo Provided
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was Sandy Smith who recently retired as 
Town Clerk and Tax Collector. 

A Caring Hands Award was given to 
Kara Dexter in recognition for her taking 
the time to pick up trash along the roads 
in Walpole. In the last year she picked up 
4,500 pounds of trash including 4,000 
cans and 2,400 bottles. Kara was quick to 
thank others saying, “I’m not the only one 
doing this.” Also receiving a Caring Hands 
award was Mary Vittum for making 3,700 
masks during the pandemic.

Wyatt Britton was awarded The Young 
Farmer award. A fourth generation 
farmer in town, Wyatt is fourteen. 

A new award was given to Malachi 
McGill. Four years old, Malachi received 
the Little Farmer award. Working hard, 
occasionally twelve hours a day, often on 
the tractor with his grandfather at Twin 
Spruce Farm, young Malachi was told 
the evening before he was receiving an 
award as a future farmer. His reply, “But I 
am already a farmer.” 

Tammy Vittum was recognized as 
Educator of the Year; and Town Crier 
Awards went to Lil DeCoste for her eight 
years posting news and happenings on 
The Walpolean, and to Ray Boas for pub-
lishing the Town’s monthly news source 
- the CLARION.

In concluding, several Grange mem-
bers were recognized for their long term 
service, including Gwen Yardley who re-
ceived her 70 year seal.

In between award presentations, en-
tertainment was provided by the Radio 
Follies Refugees (Tara Sad, Joan Ireland, 
Carolyn Norback, Jan Kobeski, and Ray 
Boas) amusing the audience with vintage 
radio commercials, Bob and Ray skits, 
Kids Say the Darndest Things, and a 54 
second rendition of A Christmas Carol.

        – Ray Boas

Photos: Jan KobesKi

Kara Dexter

Above: 
Sandy Smith 
accepts her 
award from 
Peggy  
Pschirer .

Adam Terrell and Wyatt Britton

Right: 
Kathy 

Yardley 
awards 
Tammy 
Vittum.

Mary Vittum  
accepts her award  
from Terry Jo Terrell.

Carolyn Norback  
congratulates  

Lil DeCoste
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Let’s Talk
Social Justice Discussion Group
A few weeks ago, I was watching the 

resurrected television classic, Firing Line 
with Margaret Hoover. Her guest was a 
progressive Muslim reformer and femi-
nist, Irshad Manji. Hoover is the host of 
an iconic show created by a legendary 
conservative, William F. Buckley. What 
struck me about the show was how con-
genial the conversation was between 
the two, and how engaged they were 
in the substance of their discussion. See 
for yourself. Originally aired on 5/21/21, 
the episode is available on YouTube. 
Could their example guide Americans to 
healthier public discourse?

Irshad Manji is the founder of the 
Moral Courage Project. She lectures with 
Oxford University’s Initiative for Global 
Ethics and Human Rights. Her latest work 
is Don’t Label Me: How to Do Diversity 
Without Inflaming the Culture Wars. The 
book is a brilliant effort to build construc-
tive communication and repair divisions 
laid bare by our overheated public dis-
course. I have introduced it as a summer 
read at First Congregational Church of 
Walpole, UCC.

Written before the 2020 election, Manji 
is candid about her opposition to Donald 
Trump. At the same time, she criticizes 
progressives openly for their part in our 
current dysfunction. She writes: “More 
and more of us in the diversity crowd 
label people as ignorant and insidious if 
they hold opinions that diverge from our 
script. We rally for diversity of appearance 
but we flake on diversity of viewpoint.”

Manji cited a 2018 Harris poll that in-
dicates one of the uniting characteris-
tics Americans share is an openness to 
“alternative viewpoints.” Sadly, beneath 
that hopeful finding, she concludes, “…
the deflating reality is, people generally 
mean that other people should be open 
to their viewpoints.” But for Manji, this is 
a starting place. She counsels that we all 
need to listen, and ask why people hold 
the views they do. This is the only way 
to build the trust necessary for what she 
calls, “Honest diversity.”

Nobody wants to be labeled. We are all 
more than the labels others give us. We 
are all more interesting and more com-
plicated. Human beings are infinitely dy-
namic. Labels are reductive at best, gen-
erally limiting, and usually inaccurate. 
Everybody loses.

CHESHIRE KIDS
by Erik Doescher

Introducing Erik Doescher 
It was the day before submissions for the August issue were 

due, and an email arrives. “My name is Erik Doescher, and I just 
moved to Walpole. I have been following the Clarion for a few 
months leading up to the move, and have enjoyed reading the 
paper and learning about everything going on. I am a profes-
sional artist and illustrator, and I thought it might be a fun idea 
to have a monthly comic strip/panel in the paper that is loosely 
based on growing up in and around Walpole during these times. 
I have kids and like to draw them, so it would be a classic “Family 
Circus” style panel cartoon but with some local flavor.”

Would it be fun? Of course. Erik and I had several emails back 
and forth over the next several hours. Erik grew up in Westford, 
Massachusetts, and was a freelance illustrator in New York City 
before moving to Texas for 20 years where he became a game 
designer and concept/storyboard artist at Gearbox Software. 
Given the opportunity to work remotely, and missing real sea-
sons, he jumped at the chance to return to New England and 
fell in love with Walpole. “Especially now that our boys are old 
enough to shovel snow,” Erik related with glee. Erik and his wife 
Iria have five children, Kassidy (11), Keira (12), Lennon (13), Lukas 
(15), and Katharine (18).

Erik has an impressive array of credits. Having worked in 
the industry for over 25 years, his clients include DC Comics, 
Penguin/Random House, Nickelodeon, Golden Books, Hasbro, 
The Walt Disney Company, Capstone, and Warner Brothers. 
Currently he is illustrating Nickelodeon’s Rugrats reboot books 
for Penguin/Random House, and recently finished storyboard-
ing Liongate’s movie adaption of Borderlands’, directed by Eli 
Roth. He has also done illustrations for ‘Batman’ and ‘Superman’ 
(board) books and merchandise.

Would you like to join your neighbors 
to discuss a compelling, potentially con-
structive book? I would very much like 
for the conversation to include as many 
in the Walpole community as want to 
take part. Read the book (you have over 
a month). The Walpole Town Library 
Social Justice discussion group will dis-
cuss it at their September meeting on 
the 15th at 6:30 Pm. First Congregational 
Church of Walpole’s discussion will be 
Sunday, September 19 (time, location, 
and Zoom link will be posted on walpo-
lenhucc.org)  

– Reverend Richard Malmberg 
       Pastor, First Congregational Church of Walpole

Your Small Ad 
Could Go Here 
1 Column  x 17/8” 

$55 Single Insertion
10% discount with 

6-issue commitment

Quoting Erik from one of his emails, “I’ve always wanted to 
have a comic strip or panel in a local paper.” We are indeed fortu-
nate Erik and his family “landed” in Walpole, and we look forward 
to following his “Cheshire Kids” with, in his words, “the grin of the 
cat.”                                                                                          – Ray Boas



 SCHEDULE
August 

01 - Nelson Town Band
08 - The Temple Band

15 - Brattleboro American Legion 
Band

22 - The Residential Band
29 - East Bay Jazz Ensemble
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Shows will be held rain or shine  
on Sundays from 6:30-8:00 pm.  
Pack a picnic basket, bring a  

blanket and/or lawn chair  
and enjoy the show!  
For more information,  

call 352-1822.

The sounds of summer make a welcome return  
with SBW’s 2021 “Concerts on the Green” Concert Series

They’re Back!

Walpole Business Notes
Traditions Real Estate 
Traditions Real Estate is pleased to 

announce that Robin Sanctuary was 
awarded the “2021 REALTOR of the 
Year” at the Monadnock Region Board 
of REALTORS’ June meeting. She became 
an agent in 2013, earned her Broker’s 
license in 2017, and, in January 2020,  

CVTC
Do You Have Time Now and Then 
to Give Someone A Ride?

The Community Volunteer Trans- 
portation Company, or CVTC, is looking 
for more people to become part of our 
volunteer driver team.  Do you have time 
on your hands?

Our drivers are all volunteers and use 
their own vehicles.  They receive an op-
tional reimbursement of $.56 per mile 
on the trips they provide.  CVTC pro-
vides transportation for non-emergency 
medical appointments, social services, 
grocery shopping, banking, and/or visits 
to the pharmacy for individuals without 
access to transportation. 

Trips needing a driver are listed on 
our website and each driver can use his/
her computer to determine which trips 
would fit in with their plans.  For those 
drivers who do not use a computer, our 
staff will help select trips that match 
time availability and complete a monthly 
mileage log.

Our volunteers contribute to the 
health, wellness, dignity and indepen-
dence for all we serve. Please join us. It’s 
easy and most rewarding. Give CVTC a 
call today at 1-877-428-2882, ext. 5 for 
more information. 

        – Leah Kristin

Robin opened Traditions Real Estate lo-
cated at 73 Main St, Walpole, NH. She 
has been active with MRBR, serving as a 
Director and officer since 2014. She also 
serves as MRBR’s Educational Committee 
Chairman. Education, staying current 
with real estate trends and putting her 
clients first is how Robin feels she is able 
to best represent her clients for the best 
possible outcome.           

–Robin Sanctuary
Your 100 word submission of “business notes” 

is welcome for possible insertion.

Gleanings  
from the Town Minutes

Selectboard - July 19
Streetlight LED Conversion Project–

Mr. Dalessio spoke with Mr. Steve Grenier 
about this project. Liberty Utilities will in-
stall low wattage lights, but there will be 
some high intensity lights where required. 
Some people will not have an option due 
to State requirements on Route 123, Route 
12, and Prospect Hill. Liberty is waiting for 
another shipment of low wattage lights. 
Mr. Dalessio encourages people to be pa-
tient. The lights will be changed over.

US Flag/Bunting for Holidays– A com-
plaint was received from a resident who is 
concerned about the lack of US Flag/bun-
tings for US holidays. Every other Town 
had their flags out. Mr. Dalessio asked 
Mrs. Downing why they would fill out a 
Comment Form for this complaint yet 
they did not fill out Comment Forms for 
the LED lights. It is a question of process. 
Ms. Mayberry stated they want to be con-
sistent. (Editor’s Note: The complaint form 
is not well known. To discuss issues with 
the Selectboard this writer always has 
written emails to board members, and re-
quested to be on the meeting agendas for 
discussion. On the Town’s website under 
“Residents” with the drop-down menu, 
you may “Report a Concern.” Two com-
plaints on LED Lighting were formally re-
quested to be on meeting agendas due to 
the community impact.)



FROM THE CLARION…
A sampling of what we’ve reported after going on 10 years of publication:

One Year Ago (August, 2020) -Library Director, Justine Rogers Fafara, left 
Walpole’s Bridge Memorial Library to work at the library in Newport, NH. Justine 
came to our library in 2015 and led the library through expansion of our pro-
gramming and our building.

Three Years Ago (August, 2018) - EOS Study Tours celebrated twenty-five 
years in Walpole.

Five Years Ago (August, 2016) -  Daniel Hartigan of Walpole and Elizabeth 
Varone of North Walpole have been competing in the Southern Vermont Idol, an 
amateur singing competition, against entrants from Bellows Falls and southern 
Vermont and New Hampshire.  

Seven Years Ago (August) 2014) - The Walpole Players’ 5th Annual Summer 
Theater Camp, under the astute leadership of Jim Skofield and Carolyn Norback, 
was held the first two weeks of July.

Nine Years Ago (August, 2012) - The Walpole Farmers market was being 
held every Friday on the Common.
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Late Night Rescue1
9:30 Pm, the phone is ringing.  I don’t 

recognize the number.  I answer it, “Yeah! 
Do you know what time it is?”

“What? Where are you and what kind 
of trouble are you in?” I ask.

“I’m stuck in two feet of mud.  Cousin 
Darryl is coming by to pick you up with 
his four by to come pull me out.”

“Why do you need me?”
“Because he will not know where I 

am.”
“And just where are you?” I foolishly 

ask.
“Well you know you told me about this 

place Burpee’s Pond in Windham, where 
your father used to take you fishin’?  Well 
I decided to take a ride up there and see 
for myself, and now I’m lost and stuck in 
the mud.”

“What road are you on?”
“I don’t know.  I was on Burpee Pond 

Road but turned off onto an unmarked 
dirt path and after a short distance it 
crossed a little stream.  Except the little 
stream turned out to be a mud hole and 
here we sit.”

“You said ‘we sit’.  Who is with you?”
“Velma insisted on comin’ along!’
Now I understood the urgency in his 

request.
“I thought you bought a hand held 

GPS.  Turn it on and type location and it 
will tell you where you are.”

“I did and it reads ‘unknown’.”
“It should give you some information, 

what model did you buy?”

“It says “Tik Tok’.   The guy outside of 
Wal-Mart said he had an extra unit and 
he would let me have it for $25.  I think I 
got ripped off!”

My only answer was, “You think?”
“Darryl is here, we should be there in a 

couple of hours, wait for us!”
“Very funny.  Try and hurry, Velma is 

driving me crazy with her complaining.”
Two hours later, we pulled Elwud out 

of the mud hole.
I asked him how come he was driving 

ol’ Bessy after being told it wasn’t road 
worthy.

He replied, “I got some parts, fixed it 
up and got her registered and inspected.  
So it’s all legal.”

“You may want to get that rear bumper 
replaced, after Darryl nearly ripped it off 
towing you out of the mud.”

I can only imagine what a long ride 
home Elwud had, with Velma steamin’ in 
the passenger’s seat!

THANK YOU - THANK YOU to all the 
people who kindly sent me, or delivered 
in hand to me, birthday cards. They go 
from very formal to very light-hearted 
(a musical Snoopy). If I had known what 
fun an old-timers birthday party could 
be I would have had them (three) sooner. 
Again, thank you, and a big hug.

               – Barbara Plumley

Reader Commentary
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Publisher’s Corner
Here is hoping that locally we have 

turned the corner of the pandemic as 
evidenced by the fact that things are 
opening up again in town and ac-
tivities are being scheduled, as you 
can tell reading through this August 
issue. Sadly, however, there has 
been a resurgence in the spread of 
COVID; but, in reading the statistics, 
it is those folks who, for whatever 
reason shunned getting vaccinated. 
The message here - get vaccinated 
- please. And, sadly too, the Dunkin’ 
Dilemma continues. Change is inevi-
table, but only appropriate change is 
acceptable, and one must do what 
one thinks is correct to channel that 
change correctly in order to sleep 
well.  

Always welcoming reader’s sub-
missions, what a treat it was to get 
Erik’s first email with a panel cartoon 
“that is loosely based on growing up 
in and around Walpole during these 
times.” Make sure you read about Erik 
and his family on page 16. Having 
just arrived in Town, it will be fun 
to see what “his kids” share with us, 
hopefully each month.

I have not been able to get out 
and explore in my little convertibles 
at all — it has rained for almost a 
month now. But considering the lack 
of water, the fires, and the heat else-
where, we are fortunate. Hopefully 
you, too, count your blessings, and 
never have a bad day. There is always 
someone worse off. Stay safe, stay 
well. Catch you next month when 
the Clarion has its tenth anniversary 
and begins its eleventh year of pub-
lication.   

– Ray Boas, Publisher

Passed
Marilyn Hicks 

July 24, 1926 – May 13, 2021
Dave DeCoste 

April 9, 1941 - June 12, 2021

Wed
Susan Dain-Owens  
& William K. Tyson  

June 19, 2021
Susie is the daughter 

of Jim & Debbie Dain-Owens
of Mercer Island, Washington

Will is the son 
of Bill & Kris Tyson 

of Walpole

19

Celebrating the Life of Bruce Chamberlin
September 13, 1960 – August 31, 2020

August 20, 4:30 pm
Hastings House, Walpole

For more information and to RSVP,  
email africanoreuropean@gmail.com

A Special Day
“Red” Smith celebrated his 91st birthday on July 19

Passed
Michael E. Mack

August 7, 1952 - June 30, 2021



Local
Postal Customer

PRSRT STD 
ECRWSS 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID 

EDDM RETAIL

Walpole Players take a bow following their performance on the Common. See page 8


