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Happy Holidays from All of Us at the Clarion
Walpole Committee
Explores Community
Power Option

2021 Century
Farm Award
The 2021 Century Farm Award was
presented to Twin Spruce Farm and the
McGill family at the NH State Grange
banquet on Friday, October 22, 2021.
Twin Spruce Farm is a multi-purpose
operation, raising replacement heifers
and producing hay crops, cordwood and
maple syrup.
The 121-acre farm operated as a dairy
farm from 1774 to 1981. George and
Harrie Tiffany purchased the farm in
1899. Harrie and Edith Tiffany bought
George’s share in 1918 and began raising
Guernsey cows. Their daughter, Junie
Tiffany, and her husband, Walter Blake,
became owners of the farm in 1948. They
had both Guernsey and Holstein milking
cows. Then in 1966, Junie and Walter’s
daughter, Marjorie, and her husband,
Frank McGill, along with Walter, began
Continued on Page 14

From Peggy’s Desk
Headlines do not often resonate with
me, but Walpole Runs On Volunteers,
last month’s Clarion headline, has been
running through my head repeatedly.
Why, because it rings so true. Where
would Walpole be without volunteers?
The obvious Volunteers are our elected committees who meet monthly, who
give freely of their skills, and time while
gaining new skills on Zoning, Planning,
the Library Board, the Cemetery Board,
and the Trustees of Trust Funds. Then,
we have very active appointed committees: Conservation Commission, The
Hooper Institute, Hooper Scholarship,
Recreation Committee, Community
Power Committee, and the Police Study
Committee. The Boy Scouts, the Girl
Scouts, The Players, the 4-H groups,
the Grange, and River Valley Seniors at
Continued on Page 3

The Walpole Community Power
Committee (WCPC) looks to explore the
opportunity provided by a NH state law
that allows municipalities to become
electricity suppliers, negotiating lower
electricity rates and clean, sustainable
energy on behalf of their communities.
A member of a similar committee in
Lebanon NH, Meghan Butts, described
the approach in this way – “Think of it as
a buying club for electricity.” And in its
simplest form, that’s all it is, though it will
also offer other opportunities to those
wishing to take advantage of them. In
addition to providing electricity rates
that are lower or competitive with the
default rate offered by Liberty Utilities, it
will also:
Provide an energy portfolio that can,
at your choosing, prioritize the use of
renewable resources, eventually emphasize locally-generated power to the
maximum extent technically and economically feasible.
Create a Reserve Fund to finance projects and programs that, long term, assist
residents and businesses in becoming
carbon-free and animate local economic
activity concerning energy production
and conservation.
Provide training education, guidance,
and support to residents and businesses
regarding means of generating sustainable forms of energy and methods of
conservation of energy such as weatherization and insulation
Our committee will be holding a
second informational town meeting
about this in mid-December. Stay tuned
for this event, and join us in Town Hall to
learn more.
Continued on Page 5

Help Save the Drewsville Store
I would like to say a huge Thank You
to the people and businesses that donated so far to this cause. The owner has
medical issues and can’t afford the much
needed repairs (a new roof is a priority).
A GoFund Me page has been established – GoFundMe – SAVE THE
DREWSVILLE STORE – https://gofund.
me/ea7a42a1. Or donations can be
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Books for Maplewood
The Activity Department at the
Maplewood Nursing Home is looking for
large print books for their library. Most
residents have a need for large print
books. If anyone has any and would part
with them, the residents would enjoy
them.
You can phone Linda Jeffrey (603-7563376) and she will pick them up. You can
also leave them at the office of the First
Congregational Church of Walpole. The
Church telephone number is 603-7564075. Thank you.
– Linda Jeffrey
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made directly to me Debbie Pawelczyk,
and mailed to me at PO Box 40037,
Drewsville, NH 03604. A separate account has been established, and please
in the memo block of your check write
‘Drewsville Store Fund’. There are also
donation containers set up in the store
and at the Alstead Gun Shop.
– Debbie Pawelczyk
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Home: all rely on volunteers. North
Walpole has its own Zoning Committee;
the Fire District includes all the Volunteer
Firemen, the EMS Crew, and its commissioners.
How would we function without
this corps of Volunteers – imagine your
taxes if we just employed another dozen
people or more to handle all the details
these volunteers manage. Or maybe
we would just arbitrarily decide from a
manager at the top who gets a building
permit or gets a ride to the hospital, or
which books you can read.
There is another vital group of volunteers in town who don’t identify themselves as anything but neighbor or friend.
These are the folks who walk your dog
when you can’t, take a friend for a walk
to relieve a caregiver, collect your mail,
checkup on an elderly neighbor, drive
a neighbor to an appointment – people
without titles, without formal recognition but without whom we are an empty
community. Those are the volunteers we
must acknowledge as the backbone of a
caring, and vital community.
Well, you say – she is really getting carried away, but it is near Thanksgiving,
and we all have much to be thankful for–
Volunteers at the top of the list, along
with family and friends.
While I have been ruminating about
Volunteers, I have also been grateful for
a paved Elm Street, an almost finished
Brownfield Site – the contamination is
gone- now to plan parking lot with electric charging stations and a green space.
Steve Dalessio opened a meeting this
week with a group of Volunteers who are
serving on the Police Study Committee to
address our need for a new, centrally located Police Station. Rod Bouchard is the
new chair of that committee along with
members Cheri Watson, Dave Adams,
Annette Grenier, Chief Justin Sanctuary,
Steve Horton, and Peggy Pschirrer.
The angst we are all feeling in Town
Hall is the delay in our receiving our tax
rate so that tax bills can be mailed. In an
ordinary year you would have a tax bill in
hand but 2021 has been anything but ordinary. Our accountant has not finished
our audit, July storms created havoc with
our roads and then our budget. We will
need to borrow money for the first time
in years to manage our cash deficit and
pay our Cheshire County tax obligation
on time.
Perhaps that is why I have chosen to
focus on the positive – the volunteers we
have in our lives
– Peggy Pschirrer

12 Days of Christmas
Is it a song, a carol, or a hymn? And, as
myth would have it, do the verses have
hidden meanings? A carol is based on
dance music, light, simple, popular, joyful,
and often with a religious connection.
Similarly, a hymn is a religious song or
poem in praise to God. And close, a song
is words or a short poem
set to music, and meant
to be sung. According
to the myth, this song is
a hidden catechism sung
by Catholics in England
who were oppressed
during the 16th, 17th and
18th centuries.
But no documentation exists to support the
secret meanings in the
lyrics of ‘The Twelve Days
of Christmas’. The myth
developed late in the 20th
century. A Canadian English
teacher, and part-time hymnologist, claimed he learned
of the hidden meanings
from conversations he had
with elderly Canadians. This
was reinforced by a Catholic p r i e s t
who claimed he had the answers in some
very old letters from Irish priests. But those
had been ruined in a basement plumbing
leak.
Let’s call it a song, but it is not English.
It is French. It’s often hard to date a song,
and its origin, but there is evidence in the
lyrics. For one, the partridge was unknown
in England until 1770s when it was introduced from France. The song has the light,
dancing feel of a French carol. And France,
as a Catholic country, would have had no
need to compose songs with hidden religious meaning. The French Catholics persecuted the Protestants.
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There is no religious connection to the
numbered objects as claimed. For example, three French hens was said to stand
for faith, hope, love. In other variations, the
Holy Trinity. And yet still, the three gifts of
the Magi. A further problem - none of the
supposedly secret meanings are distinctly
Catholic. All are also fundamental to the
Church of England and other Christian denominations.
The lyrics are entirely
secular and playful, not
spiritual. Some have said
the song is a memoryand-forfeits game. In a
forfeit game, if a person
makes a mistake (in this
case forgetting the item
in the lyric) he, or she,
must pay a forfeit, often
a kiss or sweetmeat
(candy) as a penalty
for the mistake. Finally,
a UMass professor in
1990 said it is a love
song. The presents are
all gifts from a lover to a
woman, some of which
are impossible to give
(eight maids a milking). The whole song, he said, “points to
a festival of joy and love more appropriate to a secular holiday like Valentine’s
Day than a religious holiday.” Weddings
at one time were a prominent feature of
the Christmas season, thus the love connection with Christmas is plausible.
Finally, the “secret” meanings for each
lyric:
1 partridge in a pear tree: Jesus
2 turtle doves: Old & New Testaments
3 French hens: faith, hope, love; or
the Holy Trinity; or the 3 gifts of Magi
4 collie (calling) birds: four gospels
Continued on Page 14

Lockout
A Wintry Lapse of Judgment
Recently I attended a war memorial
dedication in Windham, VT, where my
family had ties. It was truly a beautiful
dedication: outdoors and light snow on
the ground, Windham being a high elevation town. I thought I had dressed
respectably, although not warmly. (Only
two of us were naïve enough to sit in the
metal chairs.) As the ceremony proceeded, I counseled myself that the trenches
in 1918 were probably also cold, and
almost certainly contained rats.
By the time I reached home in Walpole,
I was still cold and trying to calculate how
many BTUs would have been generated
by the average rat. I dashed to the kitchen door and jammed in the key, which
refused to work. After rough manipulation and colorful language, some of
which threatened to melt the hardware,
I found a key to the little-used front door
and, thankful it was not encumbered by
snow, broke in.

My first priority was to collect tools
and a flashlight to disassemble the knob.
The cat watched me casually, washing her paws while I struggled with the
mechanism. Suddenly, a voice (it may
have been the cat) said “If you remove
the doorknob and you can’t fix it, where
will you get a replacement at 7:00 pm on a
Sunday night?” I generally heed (particularly extra-terrestrial) voices, so I restored
the unit and removed the key, whereupon I discovered that it was not, in fact, a
key to the current house.
With considerable ambivalence, I threw
it away. It had served me efficiently for
thirty-two years in another house—and
it was, after all, genuine brass… The cat
gave me a prolonged stare and asked to
be excused.		
– Mary Anza
(Editor’s note: In the June 2020 issue
we ran a note for Mary - “FELINE HELP
WANTED - Seeking “Permanent Resident”
Cat or Kitten. - Listening skills a plus,
obedience optional.” As soon as the issue
came out, her adoption was complete)
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Eos Update
Todd Nielsen’s and Patricia Dooley’s
31-year-old educational travel company,
Eos Study Tours (Eos), was finally able to
resume operating tours beginning July
‘21 to twelve countries: Iceland, Ireland,
Spain, France, Italy, Malta, Greece, Croatia,
Slovenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and
Armenia. All Eos travelers were required
to be fully vaccinated, and all returned
home without any cases of Covid-19.

Upcoming study tours through March
’22 include (listed chronologically):
Mexico, Argentina, Antarctica, United
Arab Emirates, Qatar, Oman, Egypt,
Jordan, Morocco, Israel, Greece, and
Iceland. Each of Eos Study Tours’ small
groups is led by an engaging Ph.D. scholar plus an expert tour manager and local
guide(s). Despite, and throughout, the
pandemic that forced the cancellation
of all Eos tours from March ’20 through
June ’21, Eos was able to retain seven of
its original eight-person team.
Todd and Patricia have been based in
Walpole since 1992. They wish to thank
their loyal and talented staff who reside
in Walpole, Alstead, and Hinsdale: Lauren
Cummings, Brittany Walters, Laura
Honey, Kat Fulcher, and Emily Clever.
Keeping up with the constantly-evolving
pandemic protocols set by countries, airlines, and health organizations has been
exceptionally challenging. Eos’ offices
are located above Burdick’s Chocolate
Shop and Restaurant, and the Walpole
Post Office. www.studytours.org
– Todd Nielsen
		

Continued from Page 1, Power

By year-end, the Walpole committee will prepare a Warrant Article for a
town meeting to vote on adopting a
‘Community Power Aggregation Plan’.
This plan will be presented to the Select
Board for approval and on the ballot at
Town Meeting.
Some background:
Throughout our region, the electric
utility industry was restructured in the
1990s to separate the business of generating electric power from the regulated
monopoly functions of transmitting and
distributing electricity. It’s now a competitive market, and household electric
customers can select competitive suppliers that purchase electricity generation
from the wholesale market to match the
customer’s need. Typically, the larger the
need, the lower the rates that become
available.
NH law (RSA-53E) was passed in
October of 2019. It enabled towns to
‘aggregate retail electric customers, as
necessary, to provide such customers
access to competitive markets for supplies of electricity and related energy
services.’ This law is the basis for Walpole
and other NH towns moving forward to
explore these opportunities.
– Dennis Marcom, Walpole
Community Power Committee

First Congregational
Friday, December 24, 7pm Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols
with an original Nativity story based on the
gospels of Matthew and Luke.
Sunday worship is held each week at
10:00 am. Worship in-person and indoors has
resumed. We continue to require masks in
the building, and social distancing until further notice, out of an abundance of caution.
During Advent, lighting of the Advent candles will be included in the service. The sanctuary worship service continues on Zoom.
Communion Sunday, is every first
Sunday of the month. All are welcome
at the table. We currently use Covid-safe,
sealed communion elements. Our practice on Zoom has been for worshippers
on the internet to take part using their
own bread and cup.
Bible Study meets every Wednesday, 45pm, led by Pastor Richard Malmberg. We are
currently studying the book of 1 Samuel.
Join First Congregational Church of
Walpole Worship and Study on Zoom
using the following link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87236977806?pwd=Y
kxyK2FwY1oyTCt5cXYzREZwL1lxdz09
The Zoom link can also be found on
our website: www.walpolenhucc.org as
well as on the church’s Facebook page.
		

– Richard Malmberg

C

Some of the 2021
CROP Walkers

Photo Provided

CROP Hunger Walk
The final results are in from the Walpole
CROP Hunger Walk, held on September
25. We had a total of 23 walkers representing the town and the three church
teams — First Congregational, St. John’s,
and Walpole Unitarian — and we raised
a grand total of $12,764.89!! The Fall
Mountain Food Shelf received 25%,
which amounted to over $3,000. Thanks
to all, the participants AND the generous
donors who help people everywhere
have healthy food and water, a safe place
to call home and the ability to fulfill their
purpose.		
– Ellie Shaw

HESHIRE
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KIDS

by Erik Doescher

2019 Nativity

Photo: Jan Kobeski

Live Nativity
It’s said that Christmas Eve is the most
beautiful night of the year. After taking last
year off, we are again holding a Live Nativity
on the Common on Friday, December 24.
Everyone is welcome to share in this lovely
tradition of the portrayal of the birth of
Jesus in an outdoor setting with farm animals and traditional carols.
We are looking for volunteers to play
wisemen, shepherds, or angels (usually ages 4-10). These are non-speaking
roles. If you would like to participate or
help in any way, please contact Kelly
Patch (kaptc1444@gmail.com) or Crystal
Phillips (crystalphillips088@gmail.com).
The event will begin following the church
services, around 8:15 pm. – Crystal Phillips

St. John’s Cookie Sale
As promised, the other half of our fall
fundraising fair will be PRE-ORDERED
COOKIES “by the pound”. While not quite
operating as our regular cookie walk,
we will be baking our wide selection of
cookies, packing them by the pound,
and taking your orders for pickup on
Saturday morning, December 18 from
9-12. We will offer two selections: 1. the
“adult” box (a wide variety of tasty more
delicate cookies) for $12 per one pound
box and 2. the “kids/hefty eaters” box (the
bigger, more familiar cookies) for $10
per one pound box. Order your cookies
online at orders@stjohnswalpole.org by
Saturday, December 11th. Thank you for
your support.
– Marilyn Wilking
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Walpole Unitarian
Holiday Food Sale
We want to thank everyone who came
to our Harvest Food Sale in October! We
invite you all to come to our Holiday
Food Sale on December 11 from 9:00
to 11:30 am in front of the Walpole Post
Office. We’ll once again have our beautifully packaged holiday cookie boxes and
smaller bags of cookies ready for home
or gift giving! In addition, we expect a
variety of other items – both sweet and
savory – including breads, preserves,
pies, cakes, and a variety of savory dishes
to take home for dinner or to put into
the freezer. We look forward to seeing
you there!
Christmas Eve
Again this year, we are saddened that
we will not be able to offer our traditional Community Candlelight Service. The
pandemic threat has not lessened and a
church packed with people would be too
risky. We look forward to the day when
we can return to our cherished traditions
- hopefully in December of 2022.  
For more information, visit our website
www.walpoleunitarianchurch.org.
		

– Wendy Harty

Our cardboard recycling partner, “real
deal” Mr. G’s, provides Walpole Recycling
with two 48’ trailers full of cardboard
every week. We salvage as many banana
boxes from each load as we can store undercover at Walpole recycling. We reuse
the pumpkin gaylords that Mr. G’s drops
off, after we recycle all of the cardboard
that fills these containers. You might
have noticed that your mixed paper,
newspaper, and magazines are going
into pumpkin gaylords. Our partnership
with Mr. G’s gives us a significant resource
for both cardboard recycling and (free)
reused containers for recyclable products. We keep the Fall Mountain Food
Shelf stocked with banana boxes during
the holidays and throughout the year.
Banana boxes help us ship glass bottles
sorted by volunteers in rigid containers
that hold integrity and can be handled
by the bobcat when properly wrapped.
The Friends of the Walpole Library use
several truckloads of banana boxes each
year for the annual book sale.

Photo Provided

There are so many practical uses for
banana boxes with just one con….spiders! Patty, Tom, Shaena and I recently
witnessed a spider escape a banana box
that we believe to be from a banana
producing country in the tropics. Please
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inform the staff of any suspicious spiders
when attending Walpole Recycling!
And don’t forget to check out the
Reuse Center for holiday trinkets and
great books. Keep recycling, Walpole!
			

– Ben Hoy

The Walpole Players are excited to be
returning to the Helen Miller Theater in
the Walpole Town Hall with a live holiday performance of It’s a Wonderful Life:
A Live Radio Play by Joe Landry. This
well-loved holiday classic comes to life
as a live 1940s radio broadcast, with a
small ensemble of actors playing dozens
of characters as the story of idealistic
George Bailey unfolds until one fateful
Christmas Eve.
There will be two performances: Friday,
December 17, and Saturday, December.
18, both at 7:00 pm, with doors opening
at 6:15 pm. The audience will be seated
in dinner theater style and should bring
their own food and drink. Seating is
limited, with six persons to a table and
a total of ten tables each night, so make
your plans now to attend! Why not get
the whole family or a group of friends
together and reserve an entire table just
for your group?
For the safety of our audience members, actors, and our community at large,
everyone in attendance will be required
to wear a mask upon entering the building. Once you are seated at your table,
you may remove your mask, but your
mask must be worn if you leave your
seat at any time for any reason. We also
request that audience members be fully
vaccinated. We will not be requiring
proof of vaccination status, but we will
be checking temperatures at the door.
Anyone with a temperature of 100.4°F or
higher will be asked to leave, and a full
refund will be given.
Tickets can be purchased and table reservations made at Galloway Real Estate
at 47 Main Street in Walpole. Tickets are
$15 each ($10 under age 12). Please
email WalpolePlayers@gmail.com or call
(603) 756-2535, for more information.
			

The Christmas Train
I discovered the masterful mystery writing of David
Baldacci when I read his stand alone novel, THE
CHRISTMAS TRAIN, which I had in my Christmas book
collection. I was hooked, and have been working my
way through his other books. Hallmark Movies &
Mysteries made this book into a movie in 2017. I just
watched it, and re-watching it will now be one of my
holiday traditions. I highly recommend you watch
the movie which will keep you riveted with a good
love story entangled with suspense and charming
characters capturing the holiday spirit.
– Ray Boas
				

– Lisa Bryan
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The Hooper Institute has been hopping
in 2021, and we have some exciting things
planned for 2022! We are going to need
some help though…please keep reading.
So far in 2021:
Helen Dalbeck and Becky Whippie have
been busy teaching exciting programs at
the schools each week. The student experiences have included trips to Mill Pond,
lessons that ranged from forests to wildlife
and pollinators, as well as growing gardens
and flower beds from seed to harvest to
table. It is so rewarding to see kids’ excited
faces at the wonder of Nature, in its simplicity and complexity, all at the same time.
The work doesn’t end in June though - the
children’s camps and wood working sessions held over the summer kept us busy
well into July.
In addition, the summer work program
supported nine high school students working 914 hours at several local farms and
businesses. Several deserving college students were awarded scholarships on behalf

of the Hooper Institute as they work toward
degrees in accredited programs in areas
like agriculture, soils, and environmental
science. Students from both programs presented on their experiences in July at the
Walpole Town Hall.
The Hooper Institute also hosted several
community-wide events that included live
owls, a youth circus and, most recently, our
first annual fall festival with animals, food,
crafts and more. Our community garden
had a wonderful season, and we welcomed
several speakers that taught us everything
from seed saving to garlic planting this
year. In December, wreath making will take
center stage at the Hooper as Helen teaches this wonderful craft.
Upcoming for 2022:
As we close out the year we are busy
planning for many more exciting community events in addition to the work and
support that will continue with Walpole
students from kindergarten through college. We want to bring back the owls and
many of our other fun events from 2021, as
well as introducing a winter fun day, more
speaker events, and a new community supported agriculture (CSA) flower program if
we can make it work.

Our Big Request:
We are seeking community support to
continue the existing programs under the
Hooper Institute umbrella as well expand
and grow in the community. We are planning for 2022 to be “The Year of the Hooper
Institute”, as it has become necessary to
launch a large scale fundraising campaign
to continue to support these important
programs and events. More details to come
in early 2022 on the campaign.
Today we are asking for monetary donations, in any denomination, as every dollar
counts. Please consider a tax deductible
donation to the Town of Walpole/Hooper
Institute or Friends of Hooper Institute as
you make your end of contribution decisions. Donations can be mailed to: Hooper
Institute, PO Box 135, Walpole, NH 03608.
As always thank you for your continued
support, and we look forward to seeing you
soon at an event, in the school or maybe
even at a meeting. New members to the
board are being actively recruited. Reach
out to Helen at Hooperinstitute@myfairpoint.net if you are interested.
Thank you and Happy Holidays from the
Hooper Institute Staff, Board, and Trustees
– Joni Cormier, Hooper Institute Board Member

Twas the Day AFTER Christmas
Day AFTER Christmas, when all through the house,
Twas thethey
were all hung over, and even the mouse!
The stockings were singed, hanging too close to the fire,
moved them further away, even St. Nicholas desired.
The children had wrestled and messed up their beds,
while visions of Indian fights with cowboy hats on their heads.
And, Mama with her exhausted look, and I with my cat,
had just settled in our easy chairs, with a midday nightcap.
When out on the road there arose such a clatter,
was a delivery truck, with a late present I gather.
Away to the door I flew like a flash,
darn, it was C.O.D., had to pay with cash.
The sun was shining, the snow had all melted,
the next door kids had paintball guns, I got pelted.
When, what to my wondering eyes should appear,
my brother in a silver taxi, and he brought more beer!
He had a little old driver, so lively and quick,
with a strange red hat, it couldn’t be St. Nick.
More rapid than eagles, the paintball kids they came,
then, he whistled and shouted, and mentioned them by name:
By, Peter! By, Michael! By, George, and Harry!
By, Susan! By, Michelle! By, Linda, . . . and Jerry?
Now, times have changed, he didn’t need a sleigh,
he flew away in a DeLorean, is it time travel today?
Wait, what’s going on here? It must be a trick.
Could it be Doc? No, . . . it really is St. Nick!
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– Charles B. Wright

D

uring December, we festoon our
homes with the colors of green
and red. Boughs of evergreens
are fashioned into wreaths for our
doors. We bring trees inside and use
extra greenery to decorate inside and
out. By January however, the branches
are brittle and the trees begin to shed
their needles. Soon we give way to much
more spare interior decor.
Here’s an idea to keep the green and
red alive through the weeks of
winter. Have you ever seen a
berry bowl? It’s easy to create
your own using mosses and
small evergreen plants. A berry
bowl is basically a small terrarium. It’s not as complex, nor as
long lasting. But it livens the home
with some much needed color,
an antidote for the monochrome
winter landscape outside.
You’ll need a glass container
about 5 to 6 inches in diameter and the same height.
You’ll also need some plastic
wrap and a glue gun. Unlike
a terrarium, you won’t need
a layer of drainage material, rocks or sand for the
bottom. Almost any species
of moss serves as the base
or filler material. Be sure to
include some of the soil surrounding the moss “roots”.

Wintergreen or checkerberry (Gaultheria
procumbens) is a member of the Heath
family. It has a leaf one to two inches
long. These are smooth edged, oval and
feel leathery to the touch. Any evergreen must do all it can to retain moisture during the dry winter months. Thus
the leaves are encased in a waxy coating.
If you chew on the leaves of wintergreen,
the unmistakable wintergreen flavor is
released. Its red berries are also flavored
with wintergreen. Gather enough soil
from around the roots to sustain
the plant while you borrow it
from nature for a few weeks.
Arrange the rooted partridgeberry or wintergreen first.
Then tuck the mosses around the
plants. Give it a bit of water, not too
much, and prepare to seal up your
berry bowl. Cut the plastic wrap
with a generous overlap. You
can always trim it later. Heat
up the glue gun and run a
solid bead of the glue along
the glass edge. Quickly
apply the plastic wrap and
pull tight so the surface
is smooth. A second set
of hands may be useful
to complete this maneuver successfully. You may
also use your glue gun to
wrap a narrow band of red
ribbon along the outside
edge of the seal. Trim the
extra plastic wrap so it is not
visible.

The finished berry bowl
Partridgeberry
Explore for either of two ground
dwelling evergreens that inhabit
our forest floors. The best choice of
plant for the size of your berry bowl
is partridgeberry (Mitchella repens)
from the Bedstraw family. This
sweet little plant has pairs of small
roundish leaves. Despite having a
pair of flowers in the spring, only
one red berry is formed. It has two
little seeds on one end of the berry.
Unlike the moss, partridgeberry has
a root system. Be sure to gather
enough soil with the roots to sustain this plant in your berry bowl.
Look for ones with berries.

Moss
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Wintergreen
The finished berry bowl can be
kept in bright but indirect light. The
plants will keep photosynthesizing,
thus you may see moisture on the
inside of the glass. Depending upon
the seal, I had one berry bowl that
lasted for two years! Most will peter
out much sooner than that. In the
spring, I like to liberate the moss and
other plants back into the wild to
live on in their natural state.
Berry bowls are a fascinating way
to watch the miniature world of
nature and liven the spirits through
the long days of winter. It’s a fun
activity to do with family members.
Berry bowls make nice gifts for
others as well. Happy winter!

Walpole Town Library
December/Early January Programs
(All programs at Bridge Memorial Library
unless otherwise noted).
A Gathering of Celtic and Christmas.
Friday, December 10, 4:00 pm. Jeff Snow
is a talented multi-instrumentalist
who shares the music, and the stories
behind the music, of Scotland, Ireland,
and England. A Gathering of Celtic and
Christmas combines the songs, tunes,
history and stories from England,
Ireland, and Scotland with the music of
Christmas. Space is limited. For more information, please call the library at 603756-9806 or email jmalmberg@walpoletownlibrary.org.
Check ‘Em Out! Book Discussion
Group. Saturday, December 11, at 9:00
am. Each month, participants will have
a choice to read one or more from a selection of titles with a common theme.
December’s theme is Jane Austen. For
more information, or to pick up a book,
please call 603-756-9806 or stop by the
library. January’s theme is “Incorporating
the Scandinavian lifestyle into everyday
American life”.
Community Conversation on Redistricting. Monday, January 3, 2022 at 7:00 pm.
What is redistricting? Why is it important
and how is it handled in New Hampshire?
New Hampshire State Representative

Lucy McVitty Weber will answer those
questions and provide insight into the
legislative process in a public forum to
take place in the library. All are welcome.
Spark Joy Program. Virtual Program.
Certified Kon Mari Consultant, Shannon
Honeycutt, will be bringing the lifechanging magic of tidying to you
through her Spark Joy Program. The
Walpole Town Library is excited to have
Shannon for an inspiring presentation
on the Kon Mari philosophy and guiding principles needed to tidy once and
for all and leave feeling motivated to
Spark Joy in your home, office, and life!
Enter to win a 3 hour virtual tidying session where Shannon will personally work
with you to help jumpstart your tidying
journey.
There will be a link available to view the
program anytime between Wednesday,
January 5 at 7:00 am through Friday,
January 7 at 7:00 am, with a live Zoom
Q&A session on Thursday, January 6,
from 5:00-5:20 pm. For more information
or to register, please call the library at
603-756-9806 or email jmalmberg@walpoletownlibrary.org.
Winter Session of Code Club.
January 4/5 through March 15/16,
2022, at 3:30 pm. Tuesdays in North
Walpole and Wednesdays in Walpole. For
kids in grades 2-5. Winter Sign up starts
December 8, 2021
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Coming in February:
A new public forum, Great Decisions at the
Library, moderated by Keene State College
professor, Tom Durnford. This group will
discuss topics using the curriculum provided by the Foreign Policy Association’s Great
Decisions in the Library. Details to come on
the library website, next month’s Clarion,
and in the Walpolean.
Ongoing Adult Programs:
Library Knitters. Meets every Monday,
from 1:00-3:00 pm. Bring a project to work
on and get to know other knitters in the
community.
Library Book Discussion Group. Meets
the last Thursday of the month, from
noon to 1:00 pm.
Social Justice Discussion Group. Meets
the third Wednesday of the month, from
6:30-7:30 pm
Crafternoons. Meets the second Friday
of the month, from 1:30-2:30 pm. Crafting
and camaraderie for adults. Materials will
be supplied. Space is limited. Registration
is recommended.
Ongoing Children’s Programs:
Wiggle Time. Monday mornings at
10:00 am, in the children’s room. No program December 20 and 27.
Story Time. Wednesdays at 10:00 am
in the children’s room. No program
December 22 and 29.
Pajama Story Time. Wednesdays at 5:30
pm in the children’s room. No program
December 22 and 29. – Jane Malmberg

Did You Know That…?
Excursions into Walpole People, Places & History with Ray Boas

...the hanging of wreaths

dates back to the Romans who hung
wreaths on their doors as a sign of victory and of their status in society. The
word wreath derives from “writhen”, an
old English word meaning “to writhe” or
“to twist”.
Women wore wreaths as headdresses
symbolizing pride, and would also don
them during special occasions such as
weddings. Victors of sporting events
in ancient Greece were given laurel
wreaths; this tradition still being used
in the Olympic games with medals
engraved with sprigs of laurel. Early
Germans used wreaths for table decorations, later adding candles to the nowtraditional winter solstice evergreen
circle. The wreath was a reminder spring
would return and the world again turn
warm.

In the 16th century, the use of
wreaths during Yule (the archaic
term for Christmas) was adopted by
Christians, becoming a custom in the
form of Advent wreaths. The circular
shape, which has no beginning and no
end, symbolizes eternal life and the unending love of God. Evergreens, which
withstand the cold and darkness of
winter, were used, symbolizing eternal
life. In time, at Christmas, wreaths were
hung on front doors to welcome friends
and family, and to invite the spirit of
Christmas into the home along with
good luck.
The candles in an Advent wreath are
purple, pink, and often a final white.
These colors represent the spiritual
preparation Christians undergo preparing for the birth (or coming) of the
Lord, Jesus Christ. The four Sundays
preceding Christmas, are recognized for

four virtues - hope, love, joy and peace.
Advent this year, 2021, begins
Sunday, November 28 and ends
Christmas Eve. That first Sunday, the
first purple candle, representing hope,
is lit; followed by the second purple
candle for love. Third
		
Sunday’s pink candle
represents joy, and finally the
fourth purple candle represents peace.
As we approach this festive season,
you may derive pleasure adorning your
door with a wreath welcoming all, or you
may wish to have a wreath on a table
top with candles for the Advent season.
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We are blessed to live where we do for
many reasons. If you wish to make your
own wreath, evergreens and other natural materials are readily available outside
your door. Gather some evergreens, and
begin twisting them around a circular
frame. Add some red berries and thorny
holly oak leaves. The berries and leaves
represent the crown of thorns worn by
Jesus and the drops of blood that they
drew. Understanding the background to
our holiday traditions adds to our enjoyment of them. .

Happy Holidays

The Great Escape
Walpole Style
It was a beautiful, balmy fall morning in
Walpole. The leaves were falling gently, the
birds were filling up on seeds in preparation
for their annual trip to warmer climes, and
the two equine residents of 82 North Road
– Incredible Ace, the horse, and Wilson, the
Mammoth Donkey – were dozing in the
field, full from their morning feast of hay,
apples and carrots. Life is good for Ace and
Wilson.
When morning sleep was over, one of
them, (we think it was Wilson the donkey;
he does that devilish look in his eye), spied
an opening in the electric fence. He turned
to his buddy Ace, and with a twitching of
those giant ears, said in donkey language,
‘The grass is greener! Let’s go!!’
And go they sure did, and not at a leisurely walk.
My husband, Eric, was in the kitchen,
making breakfast, in what would prove to
be the last quiet and calm for some time, he
heard something outside – something that
sounded suspiciously like horse clomping.
But the clomping was coming from a place
that horses should not be clomping – the
front driveway!

Knowing immediately what that
meant, Eric darted out the front door
to see the tail ends of the two furry fugitives as they were making a run for
it. Down the middle of Old North Main
Street to the big field near town. Eric followed hoping to catch them and bring
them home. When they spied their
owner in quick pursuit spouting all sorts
of bad language, the boys realized their
visions of quiet grazing time was not
to be, they darted past the still-cursing
Eric, and back up Old North Main Street,
beginning what was to be a madcap adventure.
The escape route ran something like
this: With Wilson in the lead, they trotted
through the front and back yards of most
of the houses on the hill, took a right up
North Road and into the back yard of
Stephanie and Bill Dey, where Wilson
paced seeming to be planning their next
move. During this brief pause that visiting son Pierson Dey offered to help coral
the overexcited escapees, wondering if
this happens all the time in Walpole.
New seeing that they might be cornered, Wilson bolted fast with Ace close
behind charging down to Old Drewsville
Road, where they ran up behind the old
veterinary building, over to the Hubbard’s

compound, through their field, past the
company buildings, then it was a dead
run up the steep hill behind Dani and
Mike Hubbard’s home.
Believe it or not, the two men were
still in the chase running up a very steep
hill, but while the young Pierson was still
speeding along, Eric the elder was running out of steam.
Thankfully Dani Hubbard had seen
the two critters fly by and immediately
snapped into action. She revved up her
ATV, and with her two youngsters in
the back seat, zoomed up through the
woods to rescue the now-flagging men.
And not ones to look a gift horse in the
mouth, they jumped in to resume the
chase, this time with Dani’s horsepower
taking over.
Still the runaways were determined
to evade capture – panting loudly
while they zigged and zagged their way
through forest and field, over rock and
road.
The end came when Wilson and Ace
burst out of the woods to Jack Pratts
place atop Reservoir Road, then at high
speed over to the stable where resident
horses were snorting with excitement.
Then, after a bit if a chase in an open
Continued on Page 15

Photos: Eric Merklein

Ace

Wilson
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The Electric City?
Although I may be intruding on my
colleague’s territory (Ray has pretty
much cornered the travel writing in these
parts), a recent weekend on the road
led to two experiences that seemed
worth sharing. My wife and I went
to northwestern Pennsylvania
to visit a childhood friend of
hers. Our route took us across
Connecticut, over the Hudson
at Poughkeepsie, and into
northern Pennsylvania, where
we stopped for the night in
Scranton.
Our choice was a matter of
convenience – it had nothing to do
with points of interest or entertainment value. Honestly, I knew very little
about “The Electric City “ as the place
dubs itself. (Following a Google search,
it seems that the town adopted the
monicker because an early 20th century
resident installed a light bulb before the
rest of the continent. I suppose there are
sketchier reasons for civic pride.) My only
clue to the mysteries of the city was that
it was the home of a former Bellows Falls
attraction: Steamtown. The collection of
rolling stock and locomotives was still
scattered along the Connecticut River
when we moved to Walpole back in the
80s, but moved shortly after.
We arrived in town too soon to check
in to our hotel and decided to kill time at
Steamtown. It proved a happy decision.
The site occupies the former switchyards and roundhouse of the Delaware,
Lackawanna & Western Railroad. I’m not
a railroad aficionado, but the attraction
(now run by the National Park Service) is
worth a visit.

You pass the single most impressive
machine in the parking lot – a massive
locomotive, dubbed “Big Boy”. It’s quite
a curtain raiser, but the other displays
and rolling stock provide a compelling
look at a now-vanished technology, the rise and collapse
of regional industries,
and the struggle of
American labor for
better wages and
working conditions.
It may just have
been the time of

The appropriately named Big Boy

year, but we had the place almost to
ourselves. You begin your tour with a 20
minute film in a theater that could hold
perhaps 300 people. We were the only
viewers. We saw about 10 other visitors
during our visit. I believe they offer rides
on some of the trains, but COVID had
nixed that. One final impression: Bellows
Falls would have been hard pressed to
match the Scranton set up. The roundhouse in Scranton is enormous (the centerpiece of the attraction) – once holding
more than 20 locomotives. The geogra-

Continued from Page 1,Farm Award

the farm’s sugaring operation. They won
the Carlisle Trophy for the best syrup in
the state of NH in 1978.
Marjorie and Frank’s son, Kenneth,
continued the farming tradition upon
graduating from Fall Mtn. Regional High
School in 1981. He married Hope Adams
in 1984, and she, along with their three
children, support the farm life. Ken and
Hope won the Young Farmers Award in
1991. The sugaring operation has grown
under Ken and son Mark’s partnership
with 6400 taps to date, and produces
from 1800 to 2000 gallons of maple
syrup per season.
The farm passed from Junie Blake
to Marjorie McGill in 1995. There are
four generations currently enjoying
the farm. Twin Spruce Farm received
the Farm of Distinction Award from the
NH Department of Agriculture and the
Agriculture Award from Walpole Grange
#125 in 2014.

phy of BF would not accommodate anything like that – this place approaches 70
acres. Though a disappointing loss for
our region, it was probably for the best.
Remember what it was like to shop
in a real department store? Didn’t think
so. You could find out in Scranton. The
Electric City has one smack in the heart
of town: Boscov’s. More than 100 years
old, the family-owned business looks to
be thriving – certainly much busier than
Steamtown. We needed to pick up something we had forgotten, and stumbled
on the place. Absolutely packed with

Photo: Jan Kobeski

merchandise with an ambiance far different from the Targets and other national
chains. Brought back childhood memories. To find it in a town whose most prosperous days were nearly a century ago
was remarkable. Since Scranton is a solid
6 hour drive from Walpole, I doubt these
ramblings will have you scrambling for
the car keys, but if you find yourself in
the vicinity, give The Electric City a look.
I’m afraid we could not locate the
Dunder Mifflin office.
– Jan Kobeski
Continued from Page 3,Twelve Days

Photo Provided

Four generations of McGills: Mark,
Marjorie, Ken and Malachi in front
Mark and wife Kelly’s four year old son,
Malachi, was presented with the 2021
Little Farmer Award from Walpole Grange
for working hard and enjoying the farm
way of life with his grandfather, Ken.
			
– Kathy Yardley
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5 golden rings: Pentateuch
(first 5 books of Bible)
6 geese a-laying: 6 days God
created the Earth
7 swans a-swimming: the 7 gifts
of the Holy Spirit (prophecy, ministry,
teaching, giving, exhortation,
leading, compassion)
8 maids a-milking: the 8 beatitudes
(blessed are…)
9 drummers drumming: the 9 fruits
of the Holy Spirit
10 pipers piping: the ten
commandments
11 ladies dancing: the eleven apostles
(Judas doesn’t count)
12 lords a-leaping: 12 statements
in Apostles’ Creed
Happy Holidays, Ray Boas
Adapted from the website:
History Myths Debunked

Walpole Business Note

Joanie Joan’s Closes
This has been one heck of a year & half. Would you agree?
Joanie and I have had some challenges and with the wonderful support of the community we have overcome so much. We
really can not thank you enough. There are no words that can
express the love we have for this town and the folks that call
Walpole home.
As some of you know, I lost my son Colin last year at this time.
We have spent the year grieving, a slow an arduous process. part
of that process led us to a visit with my daughter Danielle, her
husband Poul and our grandson Campbell in California. Much to
our surprise they have asked us to come and stay with them and
lend a hand caring for Campbell.
It has been a difficult decision, trying to balance family &
community. Sadly we have decided to close Joanie Joan’s and
leave Walpole for a time & assist in Campbell’s upbringing and
care. Joanie & I will be back, as we are keeping our home here
in Walpole.
Thank you for making our dream come true. You helped support us, during our 7 years of success of Joanie Joan’s! We could
not have done it without all of you. A special and deep thank
you to Tommy for his help and encouragement throughout the Continued from Page 13, Escape
years.
coral Dani, Pierson, and a worn-out Eric managed to trap wily
We will be starting our new adventure in California by years Wilson between a stone wall and unforgiving vines.
end. We look forward to coming home to Walpole for visits and
After a few minutes pause to catch everyone’s breaths, it was
time to go. Thankfully, while Wilson fretted from time to time, the
seeing all of you. We can share some stories.
two escapees were finally very tired and thirsty, so all went quite
May God bless all of you and keep you safe during this holiday peacefully during the long trek home.
season, until we see you again!
– Dan & Joanie
And despite their unruly behavior, Wilson and Incredible Ace
professed to be truly repentant, and promised never to run away
Your 100 word submission of “business notes”
again, (fingers crossed, I bet).
is welcome for possible insertion.
– Tara Sad
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WES Zombie Run

New WES Sign
Honors Mr. Sam Jacobs
You may have driven by the sign
outside of the Walpole School.
You might have seen the writing that is there to honor Mr.
Jacobs, as well as other messages that are helpful to know.
There is a new sign outside the
entrance to Walpole Elementary
School to honor retired principal
Mr. Jacobs. Staff past and present made contributions combined
with funds from the Parent Teacher
Group making this sign a reality.
Mr. Cassarino, the current principal of
Walpole Schools, thinks that the sign is in
a good spot and he likes the color, which
is Walpole blue. He thinks it’s a perfect
size as well. According to Mr. LeBail, who
helped as part of Mr. Jacobs’s retirement committee, “Mr. Jacobs has always
wanted a sign and so the staff and community wanted to do that to honor him.”
On August 31, the sign was presented
to Mr. Jacobs. It was covered up to surprise him. He was honored and happy
with the sign.
– Isaac Gragen (Grade 6)

NaNoWriMo
Walpole Students Celebrate
National Novel Writing Month
National Novel Writing Month
(NaNoWriMo), and the nonprofit organization of the same name, began in
1999. The sixth, seventh, and eighth
grade students have been participating
in NaNoWriMo in Walpole since 2015.
The concept of National Novel Writing
Month, which begins the first day of
November, is simple: for one month,
work on writing a novel.
Each student’s goal is personal. Some
writers have a goal to complete their
novel within the span of a month (a difficult task), while others hope to begin
telling a story that they have crafted in
their mind and have not had the chance
to write yet. For the students of Walpole,
the motivation is both intrinsic and extrinsic. Each individual student selected
their personal word count goal for the
month. Some students knew how many
words they could realistically write each
day and chose their word count total
for the month based on that. Other students aimed even higher, devoting time
and effort in an attempt to achieve a

Photo: Jake Gagnon

word count that they had never reached
before. Goals varied from 1,000 words all
the way up to 50,000 words.
The extrinsic motivation is a friendly
classroom competition and a small
reward for the students who earned the
highest word count totals. Students have
worked incredibly hard all month long as
they journeyed deeper and deeper into
their narrative novels. Students could
write in any narrative genre that they
wanted, including some that we had
learned about in their time in Walpole.
These included stories that were realistic
fiction, science fiction, horror, mystery,
historical fiction, and many more.
According to the mission statement for
National Novel Writing Month, the importance of novels, and writing, is clear:
“We believe the practice of creative writing can deepen and expand a person’s
empathy and community.”
While the competition will not officially wrap up until December 3, several students have already come close or even
exceeded their goals. Sixth grader Isaac
Gragen has written over 11,000 words.
In seventh grade, Olivia
D’Alessandro and Avery
Richardson have added
several thousand words
to their novels. Eighth
grader, and school word
count leader from last
year, Winter Wise, has
a goal of 50,000 words
that she is over half way
to achieving.
I continue to be proud
of and amazed by the
students of Walpole.
– Jake Gagnon
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On Friday, October 29, 2021 the
Walpole Elementary School celebrated Halloween with their fourth
annual Zombie Run. Fifth through
8th grade students participated in
this activity. Based on your class
and grade level, students had different colored flags around their
waist. The students lined up, 8th
to 5th grade. Mrs. Fleet, the art
teacher, helped with some of the
face painting for the teachers and
staff, making them look more zombified. The kids started running.
Earlier in the day, each homeroom
decorated their door with a fall/harvest theme. For a portion of the day,
we watched Halloween movies before
the actual run. Everyone was in their
costumes. Some costumes included a
giant inflatable chicken, a plague doctor,
a Target employee, a lawyer, clowns,
Disney characters, the sisters from Hocus
Pocus, and much MUCH more.
The Zombie Run began near the playground for recess. The trail led around
the walkway, past the Primary School,
down towards the pool and back up
towards the playground. Teachers and
staff members were hiding behind trees,
acting innocent, and then they jumped
out and tried to grab the flags of the kids.
Kids tried to sprint by and avoid getting
their flags taken, which was sometimes
easier said than done.
After the race, students waited for everyone to finish and there was an intense
kickball game, boys against girls, while
the staff ate lunch. Students then prepared to go home since it was an early
release day. It was a great way to celebrate Halloween as a school.
– Taylor Latham & Sophia Westover (Grade 6)
Photo: Taylor Lathan

“Haunted” Field Trip
On Friday, October 29, the 8th graders at WES took a night field trip to the
haunted activities at Gaines Farm in
Guilford, VT. About every year (for the
exception of last year because of COVID
restrictions) 8th graders usually go on
monthly field trips (or about almost
every month) to really have us enjoy our
last year at Walpole.
For the trip, we got on a bus that left
at 5:30 in the evening. We arrived at the
farm around 6:15. We first walked over to
the haunted corn maze.
“It was really scary, even though I was
crying during the maze because the
clowns would jump scare you and chase
you. They never came out of character,
so it wasn’t too intense, but it definitely
was fun even though you got scared,”
said Olivia Blaine.
“I thought it was scary. My friends were
wimps and were screaming and they
were grabbing my hood, my friend got
pushed over and I stepped on him and
then I fell over in a mud puddle,” Zachary
Hearne said after the course.
“I thought it was pretty intense,” said
Sabrina Ladd.
After the whole grade got done with
the haunted maze, we headed over to
the haunted hayride. The haunted hayride was really fun! Basically you are on a
hayride for about 20 minutes and you go
on the path they made for the ride. The
haunted characters get on the hayride
and scare you and it was just really fun
doing it as a grade.
It was a really fun trip and grade bonding experience!
– Kelsey Fillion (Grade 8)
Photo: Jan Kobeski

Teacher Interview:
Mrs. McGuirk
Every month we are going to be interviewing a teacher to discuss a little bit of
everything. We ask them random questions and they give us their answers. This
month we interviewed Mrs. McGurk, the
reading teacher, and we got some good
answers.
“I have been a teacher for 8 years but I
have been at Walpole for 5 years.”
The next question we asked was her
favorite color. She said it was orange.
Then we asked who was your favorite
teacher to work with and she said it was
Language Arts teacher Mr. Gagnon even
though “his jokes are terrible.”  
We even asked if she had a favorite
joke from Mr. Gagnon and she said “NO!”
When asked what her favorite thing to
be asked, she stated that she “liked to be
asked how do you like your coffee?” Her
favorite word is coffee. She must really
like coffee.
Her favorite outfits are comfy clothes
and her favorite foods are baloney sandwiches and hot dogs. Mrs. McGuirk has
one child, a daughter, and another girl
on the way.
Mrs. McGurk is a truly amazing teacher.
– Alice Johnson & Liv Tucker (Grade7)

Craft Fair Preparation
This past year, I have been busy preparing for a craft fair, which will be happening November 20, or will have already
happened when you read this. The craft
fair will take place at the Walpole Town
Walpole Schools Halloween
vignettes: (at left) Masks at
WES meant something different again this year; (center)
Primary school students on
parade; (below)a entirely
appropriate costume at WES.
Photo: Taylor Lathan
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Common. It has been a lot of work preparing for this craft fair, but now that I
have everything ready, it has paid off.
There are many aspects of preparing
for a craft fair that I had never thought of
before, such as how I was going to set up
my booth, and how I would attach the
price tags to some of my items. This year,
I focused mostly on making embroideries, which is when you sew patterns
and pictures using various stitches, not
to be confused with cross stitch, which
is when you make little x’s to create a
picture. I framed these embroideries in
an embroidery hoop. I also made hand
knit hats and leg warmers, as well as a
hand knit pencil case. I then made tags
to show the price of each item, and attached them with string. My grandmother is also doing the craft fair with me, and
we spent an hour figuring out how we
wanted to set up our booths.
My grandmother made tote bags, small
reusable and washable bags, and thread
catchers. I am going to donate a portion
of my profits to a charity as well. I haven’t
decided where I’m going to donate yet.
Although the day of the craft fair is yet
to come, I am sure that it will be a lot
of fun!
– Emily Heddon (Grade 8)

Mental Health
Townspeople of Walpole, I have come
to realize that something that should be
talked about more is the mental health
of people. They say you should never
judge a book by its cover, this is true for
mental health.
The way people act to the way people
communicate can all be signs of mental
health issues from ADHD to Depression.
Mental health is something that can affect
anyone. As someone who has and still does
deal with mental health issues, I am trying
to create more awareness of this.
For me, during this time, it hasn’t been
the best, and I don’t want anyone else
to have to suffer silently. If you are dealing with something, please reach out to
people who you trust, or schedule a therapist. Having a therapist doesn’t make
you weak, it proves you are still fighting,
a lot like physical health, getting over
and managing it is proof you are strong.
Even though mental health awareness
month is in September, it is still good to
keep checking in on yourself and others
all year round, especially with everything
that has been going on in the past few
years. Please take care of yourself and
help those around you. You don’t know
what they’re going through. Most of all
don’t suffer alone and don’t try to, because you’re not alone. There are others
who can help and want to, so please
accept the help that can be given.
		

– Leo Gould (Grade 8)

Banned from Christmas Dinner!
Was heading to the local discount
store, when I spotted Elwud leaving the
State Liquor Store, carrying two cases of
liquor.
“Hey there”, I shouted. “I don’t recall
getting an invite to the party!”
“Aint no party”, he snaps. “I’m just
stockin’ up for the long cold winter. This
heres ta warm my insides!”
I laughed and said, “Didn’t hear any bad
news lately, so I’m guessing Thanksgiving
went off okay. Darryl must have behaved
himself!”
“Granny Hortense banned Darryl from
Thanksgiving due ta his skunk adventure!”
“What happened?” I asked.
“Well sir, he tried to relokate a nest of
‘em what was livin’ under his porch. He
was told that ifn he snuck up on the biggest one and grabbed it by the tail and
lifted real quick, he woodnt get sprayed.

You can guess how that went!”
“Who told him that?” I queried.
“His friend the Lyme Hermit, who else,
and Darryl is dumb enough to believe
him. Skunk nailed him good, not once
but couple of times, and then the hole
family came out and hit him like a firin’
squad! You cant get within a hundret
yards of him or your eyes will burn!”
Granny Hortense banned him from
Thanksgiving. Of course he was already
banned from Christmas Dinner due to
his antics of last year.”
“What did he do at last year’s
Christmas?” I had to ask.
“Well sir, all was going fine. You know
how Granny Hortense like to put odd
things in her Christmas tree for decorations. Well instead of a angel on the top,
Granny put a stuffed squirrel up there.
Well sir, Darryl went snoopin’ in Granny’s
cellar and found a two year old jug of
Granny’s corn liquor. You know that
there powerful stuff. Well sir, old Darryl
consumed two thirds of that jug, came
upstairs, notice the squirrel in the tree
and yelled ‘SQUIRREL, don’t worry I’ll get
it”, and dived into the tree and tried to
climb it. Well sir, naturilly the tree tipped
over and the candle lights set the tree on
fire and all the presents got burned up.

Darryl threw what was left in the jug on
the flames, thinkin’ he could put it out.
Fire departments from five towns came
and saved most of the house, except
the back wall. We were able to wrestle
the double barrel shotgun away from
Granny Hortense before she shot Darryl.
Needless to say he was immediately ushered out of the area and told that he was
banned from future Christmas Dinners.”
“So what do you suppose Cousin
Darryl will be doing for Christmas, if he
is banned from Granny Hortense place?”
I asked.
“Well sir, I heard that he was going to
spend it with the Lyme Hermit. Think the
Hermit is roasting a raccoon, with a side
of squirrel squash. They should get along
just fine, the two of them smell like last
year’s sewer!
Hope your Christmas is full of Joy and
Happiness.

Keep Up
on Walpole Happenings

Visit The Walpolean
https://thewalpolean.org/
Sign Up to
FOLLOW BLOG VIA EMAIL

Reader Commentary
The Friends of the Library would like
to extend a heartfelt thank you to the
Walpole community for your generous support of our recent book sale. We
raised about $6500 at the sale, plus another $2400 at our ongoing book sale
at the Walpole Reuse Center, where an
extensive variety of quality books is
still available for your perusal and purchase. Many months of planning and
preparation go into this book sale. Many
people join in this effort, but we would
like to especially thank the following:
Tedd and Christine Benson for the use
of their “chicken coop” building, the Fall
Mountain Cross Country Team and Boy
Scouts Troop 299 for their help with
clean-up after the sale, Tim Graves, Ernie
Vose, Vin Malnati, and Pinnacleview
Equipment. Thank you again for a very
successful sale! Please note that next
year we will be able to have more book
collection days than was possible this
year.
– Jana Sellarole
Scouting for Food
Thank You! We would like to thank
everyone who made our Scouting for
Food event a huge success for the Fall
Mountain Food Shelf. We collected 1,020
pieces of food, and $2,503.28 in monetary donations. Thanks again!
– Walpole Cub Scout Pack 299
& Boy Scout Troop 299

FROM THE CLARION…

A sampling of what we’ve reported in 10 years of publication:
One Year Ago (December, 2020) - At its meeting November 18, the Fall
Mountain Regional School District School Board discussed the rise of COVID-19
in NH, and discussed the best alternative for all concerned. It was decided the
district “will be moving to a remote model of instruction.
Three Years Ago (December, 2018) -The response to the Walker Road
Conservation project at the Gateway to Walpole has been extremely positive.
Donations towards the land’s conservation are over $223,000 towards the goal
of $280,000
Five Years Ago (December, 2016) - Herb Hurlburt, Walpole resident, master
electrician and pillar of the Walpole Fire Department, passed on November 8
after a long battle with Lou Gehrig’s Disease (ALS). On November 12, more than
300 family, friends and first responders gathered at the Walpole Fire Station to
honor Herb.
Seven Years Ago (December) 2014) - Murray’s Closes - The Walpole family
restaurant with the shamrock on its wooden sign will serve its last lunch at the
end of December. Originally dubbed The Gathering Place when it first opened its
doors in 1980, Murray’s became Murray’s two years later and has been a Walpole
fixture ever since..
Nine Years Ago (December, 2012) - At a hearing held on November 13, the
Walpole Planning Board approved a controversial site plan review changing a
previously approved senior condominium project with 48 two bedroom units
into a 67 unit apartment complex composed mainly of single bedroom units.
(Now Abenaki Springs Apartments.
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The

Born

Nico Jacob Whiton

August 9,2021
9.14 lbs
To Jake and Jessica Whiton
of Bellows Falls
Grandparents:
Steve and Christine Whiton
of Walpole
Teresa Pennington
of Norwalk, CT

Passed

Samuel T. Hicks III
September 3, 1940 - October 25, 2021
Joshua Ryder Druke
March 20, 1985 - October 28, 2021

Photo Provided

A huge gratitude moment at Friendly Meals, Alstead. Thank you to Ryan Paul and
The Servepro Family in Westmoreland, NH. Not only did they do an outstanding
and thorough cleaning of The Friendly Meals kitchen, but donated
their services 100%. It’s local Companies like Servepro that step up
in times of need. We appreciate you!
– Mary Anne Fenelon
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Publisher’s Corner
As I began work on this last issue of
2021, I was concerned about having
enough content to fill twenty pages.
COVID cases seem to be picking up
again, and, even with now having my
booster shot, I am remaining reclusive
to remain safe. And I am not alone.
Events that had planned to come back
during the holiday season have done
a turnaround saying, “Maybe in 2022.”
But, days before the closing date
for this issue, the pages were mostly
full. And, I hope you agree they are
full with some interesting articles to
leisurely read. You will read of some
four-legged hijinks, and eight legged
critters to watch for. It is great to look
forward to the return of our traditional live Nativity on the Common
Christmas Eve --outside, thus providing protection. And I hope you spot
the new ads that make it possible to
bring you the Clarion.
There was not space for me to
“glean” interesting tidbits from Town
minutes and hearings to share with
you this month, but there are items
you may be interested in such as the
hearing on Class 6 Roads use by snowmobiles, site plan reviews in the commercial district, and the problems the
selectboard are having in getting a
responsive contractor to evaluate the
Town’s trees. May I recommend you
stay up-to-date by subscribing to the
Walpolean blog (see page18) and get
the minutes when they are released.
Walpole works best with everyone
informed and involved.
May your holiday season be joyful
and safe. I feel blessed to be here and
part of our wonderful community, and
hope you feel the same way. Happy
Holidays.
– Ray Boas, Publisher
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